


A work environment
where everything
s at your feet.

Ultimate flexibility made simple.
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BP America's AlA award winning space,

designed by Gensler, with 8" Underfloor

Air Plenum and Plug & Play power.

Enhancing the experience of office workers throughout Houston by improving air quality,
reducing hot & cold complaints and providing easy system and service flexibility.

To learn more about access flooring & underfloor air, visit our website @
www.mccoyinc.com or call Andy Bergman at 713.802.7119, for more information
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Plan C.B.D.: The RDA Part-
ners 2005 Design Charrette

T, I"‘.lr.lm a |.rr|-|h|.'.:.pu:' arcinbecture
ansd lanad-planming ferm, was recently pre-
sented with the Hinor Award for Mo
Sustamable Desapm ot the RDA Partners
2005 Dresagn Charrerte. “Man CHID"
fowcused o urhan desagn within the Cenreal
Busimess District of Houston, As always,
ihe Dresign Uharrette was e T archi
tects and non-architeces, mdividuals, and
teams af up to five posple. Parmscipants
armived an the CGeerld 13, Hines College o
Architecture at the Urniwersary of Howmdom
and worked energetically from 8 a.mw ti
& pui. Designs were hung in the atrim
amid |u|||';¢-] b Clark Martinson, Lieneral
Manager of the Enengy Corndor Desenicry
Amar Mohste, Mlanner for the Ciry of
Hosseon, and Cymli Robinsen, Serior
Tramsiz Mlanner with the Metropolitan
Tramsit Aushority,

The vanning design, “The Lrban
Thread,” s intended v promote more
comvenient ressdential iving in central
Houston around the futere down-
et park anad ilomg La Beanch Soreer,
Resadential beownstones front the pro-
posed downrown park with maxed-use
refadl al1Li1unr|||.'l the corners al La Branch
wnel Phallas as well as La Branch and
Walker, An urban marker is designed for
a sare juss wiest of the proposed down-
pown park dhrecily acroms La Heanch, THE
Partmery’ team oomsested of Bill Oklle,
Drew Mengaasser, Meade Mirchell, Man
Mamda, and Paul I{-II-H:II.'!rEI fram Gaensler

A merin award was glven eo the team
ol Clark Conadon Associares, ineluding
Eravid Diaughiry, Brian Roch, and Paul
Weathem, for their scheme, = A River
Rains Through 10" Pirteapants from SHW
Group, mcluding David Baldscchino, Luis
Fernangdez, Bab Lia, Rﬂ'm Masters, and
Dan Whalen, wete given a merit award bor
thewr design, “Trald Max,™

2005 Initiatives for Houston
Grants Announced

The Rice D-ﬂq:.n Alltiice comtifiues Lo
support the srudy of Hoaston's buih
environment with its siath ol
batitives for Houston grants program,
Three wainning proposils wall be lunaded
et the seven submimed by snadens and
faculty ot the Rice Universiiy Schood

il Archigecture and the University ol
Hisrston (eerald 13, Hines College of
Architecmre

In ‘I'h.'plm'mg Exuarbaa,™ 1IH mas-
ters degree candidate Heath Wese will
aaigling the possibilities available los
architecrs and urban planmers in the
chain-byilder communities growing up
oamside of Houston's Loops, West was
awarded 52,000 w expand his snsdy of
current eesvidential commoniry develop-
ment practices i Houson,

Archatects Charles Tapley and Chila
Rioss Samclver, both adpunct faculey m
LIFL were awarded 54,5080 roward che
purchase of data-codlection espupment
and planis for their proposal, = Green
Rioal,™ Taphey anil Samchce will ore-
are green roulf mock-ups for use by
students and Howaon's community at
la FlEE, iltarmately using the data they cul-
lece 1o plan a 2,000 square-foot green
rowd for the Bagderne hoelamd Design
Exploration Cemter at UL

b “Hiosgon Hispe: Stratepics
for Chamge,™ Ratael Longoeia, UH
profesaor ol archmeciuee, and Susan
Fuogers, vistting asistant probessor of
archirecruee and interim dicector of the
Commmunety Design Resource Center,
have repored on the success of o major
imatitive to moprove the gquality of life
i %1% ol Hoasgen's most blighted acgh-
borhaosists. Longona and Rogers were
awarded 53,50 1o pul‘lhlh the resils o
thear sty om the working partmerslup
berween the Liniversity of Hiuseon, the
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City ol Hiaseom Planning Department,
ani the citizens of these six neghlsor-
bl tii sinake hisisidig alfondabile
the communines healthy using design as
a wraregy for change.

Imtatives for Haouston proposals are
evaloated i terms of thewr potential 1o
make & skgrifican contnbubion oo oisr
understanding of the oty

RDA Travelers Head to
Phoenix, Charleston, Paris

The RIVA has planned something for
evervsne s 20 Hometown Touars.
Each destmation—the Arizona desert in
February, Clareston in June, Pars in
the fall—will affer travebors exceptional
archimeciural experiences. Knowledge
able godes and expert speakers wall bead
private s of homes and picblic baild-
imits in these three beauniul, and very
different, seirings,

Furst ugp bs Ploiscmy, February 23
throigh 26, 2006, Wah & pepalanion
if 1.4 million, Phoenix is che sixth lag:
ext ity inm the UL% and the capiral of
Artzoma. Absng with adgoining cities
Tempe and Sconsdale, Phoenix spreads
acriss a basan in the Sale River valley
rimmies) by moostam ranges. This spec-
tacular landscape inspited Frank Loyl
Wrycht 1o establish a waneer camp in the
Sonoran disert in 1929, which was the
forerunmer to has wenter vome, Taliesin
Wiest | 1938), where he shaped lix archi.
tectre for the desert, Wright came 1o
Fhasermix oo collaborane wich his former
drifisman Albert Chase MacArthar, e,
am the design of the Areona Balomore
resanrt lotel (1929, marking Pheomix™s
cmergence as & regional ay m the
19205 Since the 1980k, Phoenix has seen
an outhurst of boll, imaginative, reglon-
allv-mibecred archiectre by Wil Beoider,
Wendell Barnene, Jones Sonusbins, amad
Marwan Alsaved, With wgnificant new
huildings by Tod Williams-Ballie Taien &
Associates, Richand Meser & Panners,
Antoane Predock, and Mack Soogim
Mernill Flam, Phoenx has emeneed as
one of the most archiectarally exoberam
wines i the LLs

My, RDA will be traveling
ton Charbestan, June # through 11,
Charleston was the Hisuston of s

day: Im 1770 ir was the foumh-larg-

3

ext cary i Crreat Britain's Adlantsc sea-
board colomdes. Lawd out on the Grand
Miadell (4 viry plan of 16800 on a pen-
insula berween the Ashley and Cooper
Rivers—whach Aow together to creane the
Atlantic Oeean, as Charbestomians like

ek insist—Charbeston i one of the msost
archaecturmlly distincrive cibes in the LS,
Boilt with 18% gnad 19* cemtury land-
ks of ."'Ll'lfl“'l'llﬁtrln.rll'l atchitecture by
Caabriel Manigaule, Willsam Jay, Robern
Mills, Russell Warren, Thomas U, Walier,
Charles Reicharde, ER White, and
Edward O, Jones, it s where the “sangle
hoiawe "—an Amenican house type adapred
1o thee local |.1r|-|]-h:.:'[n- and climare—tnok
form. Afro-Chareson cobiure developed
i the courts and “rows™ hollowed out
of e interstices of the Grand Maobell,
behind the merchants' and plangers”
houses, the tall-spired churches, and the
imposarg Palladian puble boildings thar
anill impress with their stateliness,

Cireat citves place impaortance on
guality desaggn ar all seales, When RIDA
crosees the Atlanthc for the first time m
Uhgrober 2006, i will be 1o ope of the
preatest of them all, Paris, The urban fals-
ric there has been wioven over conhine
s ainclude the significant sssnianents,
famous public spaces, and architeotral
jewels, as well as the creative imsttutns
devoted o the desagn of furniture, arcln
tectuie, landscape, amd Fashion, Ligh
and glass lave been principle elements i
PFaris archiseciure, as can be seen i the
Saimite-Chapellc's gothie clegance, Paerre
Charreais's mimitable Manon de Verre,
and Jean Mouvels rehined Enstorute of
the Arah Werld and Carner Fowndaron
Henn Labrouste's wse of inoi i the
Ste-Lsemewaive Library exemplifes the
rradlariom of harnessing the potential of
innovative comseruction technigues, as do
Augusee Perret's exploraton of pemionced
gariicrete as a structisral and expressave
matereal s meneroas eomes amd pulslic
busibibimges, amd Plams amd Rogerss midise
trral tech Mompadon Center. & day trp 1o
Chartees Cathedral confirms vhe inbepea-
o of lygghe anal i1|.|||d|.n; Lhs hlmhrggr A%
carly as the 13* century,

There o a waiting [t bar the Pars
trip, For mbormamen, prcing, or o sim
wp bor any of these RIA Flometown
Towrs, vt the BDA webaee at mlanee
o, or contact ROA mar director Lynn
Relly ap 71 3-256-3244 or |ynm_kelly
pagh '|'Jh||||.|,'lur1.
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Mok 2 mndion, Divector
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v are R B L e

Rl LECTURE: MAY(R LEAGUE

Mark Robbins,
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Could a 12-acre park succesd i doang
what a par of sports aremas and a con-
vention hastel have so far failed fo aocmm:
p|1d1.—~hm“ the lpl,"'k ol pesigential life oo
the east side of dovwntorwn?

Tear's ehe profmise, o misre progp-
erly the hipe, being offered up by che
planners behind the snll-onnamed [urlu;
thae wll sig m frodnd of the Ceearge B
Brizwn Conventuon Cemer As plans for
the space, bounded by Avenida de las
Amerscas 1o the easi, La Branch 1o the
west, Lamar 1o the soath, and MoK omey
o Plee mosrth, were bemgt unverled in
Cloreher and Movember, one point became
chear: if it were to achieve all the goals set
{og an, then i would require a lage num-
ber ot nearby nemhibocs, ot just visitors
traveling i feom the suburhs,

Mot surprisingly then, preliminary
l“'l.'lll.il.'rlllp.'l o thie rlarl. aind ks et
incliugle a nomber of Hanking resdenmnal
rovwvers rathier than the séa ol cor-coversd
anphalt that currently hlls muach of the
real espare. These drawings are nog jst a
desipner’s fancy, inssts Mary Margaret
fismees, peresident of Hlanpreaves Astociates,

ehe San Francasco-hased landwape archa-
eecture, planning, and arban desgn firm
welected po be praject leiad o irhee purl-:.
While aslnwmnng that =the bigges prok-
bem the site bhas = that it sorposmadied Iy
wierface parkeng logs,” she adids chag her
experience with dmilar undertakings

in Lowisville, Kenmicky, and San Jose,
Cabiforma, have convinced ber that &
peirk, more than maost other arban devel
opments, spurs residennal constnsction.
“What we have bownd in our other prog
et s that often the park comes hirse,” she
says. “It s the park thas belps be a caga
|'r'l-I. becanise -uudd:'|'||1_|' there's an adidices
for ressdeniial development, And then you
have the perfect mix—people waorking, liv
o, playing arournd the park,”

Bt was in part the duccess of
Flargreaves’s work o Lowsvilbe and
Ban Jose that led to the firm being
selected to oversee the Houston progect.
Hargreaves, along with weam parmens
PageSoutherbaindPage amd Lawren Cinffich
Ansnciabes, was one of [vor inalists mter
wicwed, the others bring the Odice o
Jamses Harmierr waek SO0, West 8 winh
Clark Condon, and Gustabson Guithne
Michol Lud. with MeDuagald-Scecle
and Rey de la Rera. Aceonding go Gy
Hagsteree, a special slvisor 1o the mayor
o dovvenaorwn urhan dn,-l.'flupmrnr when
well, m |.'|||m.: ry, hecome full-fme direc-
e of the mew park, whar helped e
Hargreaves apar froan che mess was ot
'i|I1IF||'I it history with other urban rl.uh.
bait alwo s analyvsas of the climare and
micro-chimates of Housson™s park site and
il thie ewvironmet acoand the 1'u.|l._ Ismthi
as b s today and how i will change as
development ocears. That lasy, Hapgseete
iwEes, i of parmcular imporanoe e the
Houston FPark Conservancy, the privane
nastiprobhie that will nunage the park for
e ity

A schemarie design of the new park
is scheduled for complenion by the e ol
2005, with final dessgn v be done by mid-
summer 2006, and constraction stanied
ini lare summer. The park's opening 15 sel
fior Ohctober 2007, Meamwwhilbe, the Park
Conservancy has been gatheting supgees
tions from the pablic alsan what shaoald
e mcladed in the paek, suggestions tha
have ked g o prelimemary map of the space
that Hagsiette descrilses as a “starting
parinl™ for the design process. Inclisbed on
the map are such |ul||.|;||-h:rh.'-| Wl amenirics
o dhog run and jogping paths along with
an arca for a farmers market, a whire
tabbe pestaierant amd a smack bar, a ponad
For sandimge model boats, u;.lr-ilﬂh. A “great
lawn,™ and an avenoe Ffor kiosks rhae can
b .J-l.larln‘l tof ase by |:l|1n|q.. art, and
otler temporary festrvals,

Hiva much of that will remain in the
fimal desgn, and whar will gave way to
ather ammenitees, 15 uncenain ar this poing,
bt socording to Hagsretee whae will noe
change ik the desire oo create 5 mix of cle

mieries that will make the park appealing
sty nes p-mpt-r liwing nexr door 1o i, and
tis those wha will have o traovel 1o reach
it T kieep the park active, be saye, will
require more than simply. good design, as
impsreant as that maghi be. It will also
regpurre active management.  The anssing
I|||£.|1t'|.‘|lr|ll i Flouston i rhat I."IIhIh. S
s like this park need to be programased
and managed jus like 3 cubnral venue
wsld e, and we haven't had tha,™ savs
Higsteme, “Chie desired lisg of acrivites
fawr rhis park o guite long. i may even be
unrealistic, Bot the whale idea w o have
a rich la venng of different activities, so
mach so thar when yon po there vou see
something you could experienor every
where you furm,~

Hargreaveds Mary Margarer Jones
aprecs. Une poing her lirm emphasizes
i ity dowmniown pragects, she says, s thee
need for & Full time managee. A park tleae
has only occasional events, aml is beit fal-
lovwr thee vesr of thse viene, is wndikels 1o be &
socoess, she savs, Lousville is just one ciny
where the active managoment model has
[roveETh it wodtl, Jones mores. The p.ltl:
Hargreaves developed there was buili nesa
iy parkiingg bors and post-ivdusanial land o
the exlge of downtown. From the monmem
it aapersid af was programmed almose daily
with testivals, tireworks, od other evenis,
Jones says, and as a result it quichdy flked
with people. In the beginming they had o
come o the park by car, she savs, b they
came, And pow the park s surrounded
by high-rise resslential, offices, and even
a minof league basehall seaclusm. “ Fhase
e ol thie p.u'lu: wis buile abour cighic
VEATS 3, shie sy, =and now a wecond
phase i under construction became |t was
s successiul, ™

Whesher that success can be repli-
cated in Houston, where dosmiown parks
have tenided to s emipty of people more
ahien than not, remnais o be seen, Bad
Hagsrette i convineed thar the park from
ing the LGeorge K. Brown will be differcnt,
and perhaps even sct a partern that oeher
divemrown parks can learn from. Already,
e mastes, wame dowarwm develipers
have showin Laith in the park’s prospects.
Clne pearby blick has been panchased
bisr iase as higherise resaidential, and ao
arher nearby blocks are under opason for
residential wse. b each case, the park was
wited as @ reason for the development

CIF gomerse, there’s no guarantes
that the twowers will by buil, Free years
apos, mmilar resdennial high-rises were
snpounced in the wake of Minate Mail
Park’s completion. Those ommplexes
never got off the ground, and the same
thiig coaild '|1_I}'|p|.'|1 agA. Saill, |‘|.1.|.'.~.Irllc,
Jones, anal the orthers iovalved with the
development of downiown’s new park
thimk they've got the right lure this nme,
soanething that wall breng people 6t cen-
tral Mamisom mad jose poo visig, Dot oo sy,
— Mittchal! [ Ninields
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A rev LTI i% kTN the works bor ane 4l
Huogiston™s mout imporiant culiural Ll
marks. The El Doeaclo Baliroaam,

o Phorwlimg a1 Ehgin im rhe conger ol

the hastowre Therd Ward, may soon be
respored to ies former
the "Haildi™

il the cormmumitys 4l ide as well as s

clegance. From s

very hep iming widis i 5y bl

most prostggeous focal poine, especially
bar masicnans

The El Doesdo Ballrooem was buile in
19549 by philanthropist Aoma Dupeee and
ber parr mpresacio hashand Clancice to
eelabliah 4 “clis® veniie o8 Mack seoal
.|||!"- inid peneTal creErrainmen I heey
higed archicect Lemard Gabsert, 4 graduaie
of Ries hirsr architeomre chiss i 151,
v b |'\-|||||:|-_|'|| a strvaimlined moslerimistia
Piaidling w ith 3 ramenabed corer Eda ML 1N
ineersection, Large plare glass windows in
the secofid Hossr hallissin later shfdiak toa
i howisonial Ivaml aaf s aliet a hee in
19520 looked ot esn Emancipation Park
Ihe biest Eloow was filbesd waich coommeeroal
leases, ongimally featunng a restaarant,
.L|--!!I.|.|'_ LI, ||I|l|l.1.|. £ R, il a8
|l||||||l|'_|.I:"I|| Later temants inclisded a
diner, barhershop, beaty shop, inserance
agency, and a taibsr—just whar the neigh
horhsnsd wooald have necded an s main
commercial crossmads.

When it opered, black musicrans had
pleriy al ek v tiniiks il Lo o Lass jumifs
Fii |l|.|'- in; the El Dorado was one of th
LI |'||.'.|' ELARY, |O« ket-and LI, wihike tahle
choth establishimenes available o blacks

this ande o ™New Oirbeans. Pammons colsd

CEPHECT T EmpY the |l||'_ band soupds od |l|._

apars an well o the wasrk o Iocal ealem

The catiblehnieid served beer and set-ops,

Aibil [REITUHS |'||||||:!|‘. ||.||.L||'r w1aFr il pua e
sacks, st hke at all vhe whine olubs

L1 Urisradin, the = Home of Happs
Fect.™ was the bt shnwease o Texas fof
black music. In the lae 19350y and ik
i wds e venoe of chaser tor blues, jaze,

falent shows, and dances, |he club was

# ek, ba cwra Bire Ascer | rresnns Dvvsapmey Laposane

Clomed o Mondavs aosd :I::'H.I.I'u'\-. |sit avn
Wednesday niehis lacdses g o inee. D the
450 the "Rado hncop feamarsd Phema
[avis's Enthe Peece Band, T, Bose Walker,
Jumemy Keesd, Comigar Shm, Charles Brown,
Bl Daoggett, Efta fames, and the superstas
H..l.l. L ||'\.r||"\..

HII:.'_I'| Wionad s [Rosiw in |||||||n.l'|-.l|_
a wreat book about Himeston's jarz and
blues lepsiy, guates trumpet plaver Calvin
{ Fwemia: ~Play 1A the Fl [herado—] miean
that™s like SAYINEG, ||'|"|'~. v e ™
Al impresano johin Cereen adds, = The
Fl Dorado Ballroom wais top ol the lue
Lh veah, back 1o thiose davs, I -'.|'||'
womilld really get dressed to hear g B!
thene!™ The wbe was cebchrated m Conrad
||||-|'-u||| % 1947 sipigpbe, 'I“Ill'l',lllI"' ]
Dovwlime, ™ recoeded i Flomsnn™s Gabd
Star Becord S,

I'tie late 1% and early " P08 marked
thie steady dechine af the Fl Disraddo as
i live IFEiwE YERiiic The eriret T I%E Wk
crippled, like so many ocher black <wmed
hosinesses, by the sopative coconomm
i falaie T .Lh'-\.\, FECE AR —a FlsCaimenon
FE i st Al ower the Soch

Sqwmetines 6 fakes a while bor posod
things to happen fo histors: places
In 1999 Bose Hiase Comimianin
vy ||||.I|I!-: N Lo EEEn |'I|'.I:.'_|!|I the
Ulorado buildiog and the vacamt lot nexi
dvior omi Dowbing. Accosding to Execuitai
Director Asioine Bevant, the Fl Dorado
el feimgction snee dgain as the cubieral
venter el the |hird Warsl. Loag-range
plans mclode a mix of nejghborbood-
trietd v reeml o the Firss .'|---II Wig |||.||||.:
w restaarant with outdoor dindme. T tha
"-I"llr DTN, rI'll' ONEANEEALHED 1% FAISORS
furds 1o pesall an clevaror and a eew
IEME AEEIE; rhie air .--l'u‘||1||||||'|:: s row
Meamahik

o s o aid avaldalsle lor renils

mre in preat shap thae Brall
anal special Fvenis
Heelowre livmg we™l] all spasy b hearig

Roarry Mowara

thie b lings on Dl
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RDA Announces 2006 Tours

| | Paris,. France
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THIL KITCHIN OF & FAVORITI RUSTALRANT,
the basement o a hoapital, the working
enid o] o nyeak packing olamt: all are places
better lelt unseon. Yet, to appreciae
|‘|1|i". thie arcltecture of the Ilmsl Federal
Heserve Bank of Dallas Hloawoon Branch
[FEBH oustonl, von e ally meed o stick
yuiie head inte vant back ssism on the
5L|||I||||:| ||||||r s fellovw thie money, While
thiey do ot make o here lihat's whai th
LS Treasury Liepartmient s borls they de
s r|||_- |'\.|'|:I CLITERERL N

Frei ||||J||. ..||.||I;._|'-|. tiv thee |"|||I||' |III-; st
Babe nastwarhsranding, most Americans
nevther kiwvw nod care what the Fod diss
o a dav-ro-day basis, ler alone thar owr
P Fecjiinfes Ty daidsl 2l ® [, -.'|.||||'_.I
amal = 1w commrol.™ Thes tacibiny’s pabslic
relations program, psever s gl
mecitdd b |,|l|,|r||_-|-; thins, ar least far elose oy
||-||nr||I| 5 |'.1|I|I| 18] ."I.i i} '|-||.'|_':|'.|'url_ W

parts Splunx, one pare Pielphie Ciracle, s

perhaps the most visibde face of the Fed's
|'|i".|_|||'||_ L il EHRCIE Y ||'||'-n1|:|,;|1 s
periodic fespimaenics ot Finance Coammi e
hearimngs on Capitol Hill, delbvened in a
symtax that would make George Orwell
WECh Lif |_1'|'.'\.F-.||| I-|'|:|,|: |:|'| J'..l_'l_']-q. L DI
anal Wall Sereet snbormed while remindang
the hoi pollon that what we don't know
& prohably better lefi thar way. Yet. the
pifgram og ihe Fed s Hosiston Branch
{developed joantly b the hiscal fim PGATL
anad Michael Graves and Associates
INECaA] o Pramocton) includes an anlsi-
B iy |_'|||||_.1|:||||||1: Ll 1|-_|_I|. ({1 |l|.|L1 JETRI
ETN A &l A thie e “-llrhlllj:'. M an
mherently covert, high-seconny imertution
The architecture of this machine-
fg-yaiEF- iR O ey i ||.'I|'|'h||l'i'l i ils I"":.;II\..
precise 6 irs mevererds, amd calonlaned
1o within a smupeiyingly narrow range of
toberdmnoes. And thar i jost the 24-howr
security force, Largedy mechanical and
dhigaeal, the manner in which currency
handled here B singularly exraonsdinan
tay wialch chose-up, Much hke trupeee are-
(LMK I|1I|.| r.,:l-.mqh- u'.|||q,|_'|"\-| ) I|L|_- Cifuiis,
the cash How seichin rhe baildimg’s bow
ely will be o highlight of evers carefully
crafted groap tour, On the groand oo
roko i I||'||.|r||'. LAFTY "-||.|J|'III,"‘-\.'| \.1|_'|_'1
fromed sarcophog clad m baller=prodssd
glass frowm poant fo pount. | be olmate
destmiariE ol ||'.| (T |h|-“:-.. i I__1-|.||.—|||r-..
ol bawnes anl Bivis of cash—is a lully auro
II|.III\.'|.|I N HRIECT-COT TR albedd ihire L l\.lll'l'u,'.'l
wiarnal galvamized steed matny (the vawli]
thar moves and stores a vermaal imfoaey of
itlans PrEEEs f § anh caren vermweally apd
lanrrasntally ar warp spesd. To congure a
g fidea of ths technological pageans,
imkaggine the awe-mspieng vist warcliosise
trocien the fimal soone of Rarders of the i
irit commbined with the clagstroplssbic
recielmear order of a *Horg” ship from
stiar Trek: The Mext Coemeration, and that
wlill -,|--|."~||'|'I i i jEisTICE, The e bh

mnthang shiorm of excroordmary, leaving

CAIE bS WENTER 2905

the slack-jawed visitor comsrantly lsokinp
Vel hn..'l'-rl‘ -.'||u-.|'|._'|rr. AVECITIPAISE B0 WY e
clear of the oext robed on s way o s

pre-determimed undisclosed locanion.
Nevus Orida Seculafum

Sap whio couldin’s use a Lear get, a Perrar,
aF oae’s own professional spaorts eam?
|.|r|'r|hl_- I|!||' IrAjrmngs il !||I_||||,|j| CRCEEY
memiey % {asi |'\I-|'\-|.IIII:I.II.|: mviv-material m
our matenal worldl, Whether or mof f “is
the rowar ol all evil visday,™ i s cormainly
FAF TEOFE 1:|'.||.| ||1.|1| W waas G Eriseraticin
or pvny ago. Lredi and debat cands, derecr
depinat, miermei-based banking, aml
onaline bill payments have made cash,
eilidn, 1II..| Ei e |,|1|'|,L-. sOciE afladiisn llld
almamt osbwolere. These recent changes i
whar was onoe a cash and carry culbere
left the Fed with tens of thousands of
sapueare feet of vacanr albor space on e
il 1I|-ur---.-pn'|' ariginally allksned for
check processing, once & prevocupation
of the Federal Reserve Dhallas Bank. lois
ik |1||.||.-.|.|.|| Fisf ll'ljl_'r.|| H..,"u'l e H.IIIL'« Lii
lexse RO SPACT E0F QOMANETC wal tenanis
it s ot immediately needed, thangh
ir's difficule to imagine many (enants
whin 'ﬁ-l"|l|l| 1'.1'..||'\. big o ks |||'|:h-u.'|. TERER
enclave. FRES are comstructed toe 56
year life spams angd addigsonal space can
acdasmmeslate expanded aperations i
they |_'|.||||.|' 'Ilr LS i the LECErERIney ol
ihe check T ARRCM |:Ilrll':|: thee r\ll.ll'lllll'lp_
stapes of the busldime, sificials sasd thae
¥ weparate cntry off of the garage wias
FEREL T il ey the seciomad iloor o aoeoem-
meislare an ourside tenant

Is tiwik Far more than a sigable stash
o cash and =a four star daydream™ 1o
creare this "mew secilar order™ an Adben
Parkway, Ths |'.I||..||I'.|: ..||III[‘\-||.'-.. I o
grammed in myrad ways, many of which
will never be seen save for by a select fow
This s nt |i“ JE A MGEITCE Of sEUefiny fis

sl gre buried S feer below prade anad

L Thw b b o, i bl bvtind i ol
o AL e o e st
vy Eokeh mo SouE of (b bmm b
tn pow ey o g

ifhers are embedded withen the hulding's
wialhs amad mibestines. Among these s a
digitally controlled * horpepoiital veell v
tem” 1o all-bur-instantanesusly detoxify
and grolopecally stalbdliee whar was a
-Il\.lll'n'|l-r||.'5|! I8 .1r||.| A BRIV RS- fHAUT,
horizonial concrete siructural slab system
that was necessary i order o construct
this pavo-foarball-iseld-bempeth Burdions sams
|I|_'"|.i'u|||lr CERLSR foidils. '1||'||'-.1!l|'|LI|'|
the rosbssiy thar tramsport all the cwr-
rency b the vauly fnd expansion joms
TETTT RS i T

Wi ||I'¢' h||r|||rl.‘|.. CHEFANGE Eaving
Allen Parkway, visitom pass beneath a
bronze eagle perclicd atop a bronee pyra
mad through o bronee “revelver™ (ak.a.,
resdals | dami ., Called = The Gaiardian,”
this s pob just any old bronze eagles o
15 o very large eagle. les simnation amwd
wingspan make |t soem far bigger than
Ii1|_' |L||'.|1 |'.|i.lJ.||' "-1||J|_||ll"-|| 'I.r_1|.|h '-.,||||.'\'r|||'-
i Philadefphin’s old John Wanamaker
eparmment Store (1 H. Bambam,
archatect . The Wanamaker eaple, relo
cared frosm the sive of the PONM S, Losias
Exposicsmi, ormamenied one of ihe
department sore's grangd sverior “pulile
sgpuares.” The Fed's cagle s more dcon
Ihee scalpanine by Kem
U herp, when was awarded the commus

r|'|.|-| D TEAFTIETH

100 IR A COnNEPeTInEsTL, 1% .FIJ.ll"\-!I.'I.I frim
The Cereat Seall of the United Seates,
!|||.|||.L|_ RIVICHEL .|-|'I|..'1 |'-|.|..,i ] I|||_' |'\l_'\.|_L
side af the ane dollar ball, Unbortanaiely,
the tabsns of the Fed's eagle odwiure one

ol ||'\'I' JAIRLE

want parts of Ancrca s
Bereariidl iainimng i 1;l||1—||||, sl s
weveresl ELif, lilled wiith e Momomee "ewve
of redmann. Phespine s large scale, the
caghe s partially absoaured by the relatively
yamiidig line II.|.h_'H. I|| Ef eikFrisi I|'.|' I"ll'lq_l

EER .|||||||; YUllen Parkwav, The drcheiedis

originally lwad a curbs cut, drop-off Lane
i mine along the Allen Parkway beeder.
'|'.|‘||_'r; -\.\.|1IHI| I'I_|'u:"| 1||-_| ||||'.|'| N ||||_|-_'-|

ol ..|I|l|'l el nleTs .I||||'||'_ the formaal



entramee, | his woild have mecssiened
removing several of the trees, a sl
that the city mixed. Withaut the veliscular
AT |r|||q,|.|||||||_ the |'|||'|||.|| Cilfrdmee s

mwisre A ceremanial pesture than a Fung

tmal frons door,
Entering under the eagle and beneath

I TWE-aTanry Poiry Ii et ks |'|.|

AR
celuwmins, the combined eHecr seems ey
ter suied o Rome's Prazza Veneria circa
19 30F than Howston's somewhar Toseloarn
Alben Parksway circa 205, Chice insisle

i

10 0%, IAr-0nmainEEDS INLErsIr, visiogs

first navigate a formedable phalanx ol

human and clectiromi PriHCCIive ITNGESONTS,

The Vis

i Car Coar n earky ".'.||.'_|H.r o8 biscaied

Fied diar

s Lemfted. 4% vel uplif

st bevond rhis Checkpome Cliarlie

In aabditiom to clegant and well-detailed

hidacn o -1'\': w1y Hliosisho I"J'.l'_r,! |!'||_'

Dhisglas Carowap, the Visitors Cenaer

mchides & window and a plasma screen

wrchiing wnastors 3 glimpae of what w the

|
s Bislimanng pare of 1l !'"|||||||||:-..

Ukt T

the '\.";l'l'llllll ERasiel &OETIME
I e FREHssnn

is pratected by a gagihe of highly-trained

roorid and the vaulbt

srmied guards, 3 kende ol video cameras,

amel an exalragson of comEamdly oW piiEEl

waden momiomn. Sonethek i, thie Feel™s

puble relationd agenda will permi guided
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A s dvcess to sevieral Floors af it

"P1|||I"II|I....I'.'|II1 1l o ETELTH P
cher. U raniniabenin that are in luie wiih
the Economic Educanion and Financial

Liceescy muission of the |..|_ CTRTE N ]

competttion with other bscal vemees. may,
for a lee, use the clegantly appoineed
 HEAFEEETEE l.|-\.,|||l'\. |'|_|||||'||'\'|:|.I '\.l.|||| wlafe-
iit-rhie-anr CAM TR AR S i irAvwaAReE 1o
combined analog and dignal meenngs
However, the Veitors Center may not
|'\-|| LS Ell;-.| |l!,1|_r Fi |1-|_|:'|' LASCASINE ihic
echitecture of this A||'..'|||_'.||I| il ..r-ll'||'\-||-l "1
o programmanc restrans and sne conds
nons. Atter spending the befter par of a
LAy DodiFing the la I!.;I|1 and Beeadrl ol ehis
I"IIII-\.II|I|.'_ amal s .|-\.||.u.|. ny srsraee fa .||-|||_"\.-

e for cars, the other for currency |, if 15

difficudr v know precisely where o0 begin,

There ane s CTiTanees, |]|'|_-|'||._||||:,-:

o which category of visimsriuser o fall

mntn, and numeroas ways of mhabsmng

this enclave, deperading on what ki s that

I"-IIII.:'-. bl Nicic "-.l-\.|l- 15 |'|!|p!|-l\.|'|_'-|._ _1||.L|
Brinks ik deivers all ERETIETNCE 1 WY
ditferent Homsron Federal Reserve. For
most Howstonwans drving along Alien
|'-.r|._-,|_ T | -_-_||| FEifdin an ol -,-,|||-|

o nissde: s front facad .||_||-|'.|.-|||||.|l.

inil cunoisly perched behingd an unfortu

ke e il MDA famps aiwd & less-than-

imvitinge steel debemseve wire, By

manze the project s Degimning

FRBHouston awanded MGAA AL

the comEiEsEi 10

| Pl A ETINET
e nis |.-II_._-.'..III.|'|I||.'_ dorwmewn Mlowstom
operation m 1999, Spmficant |'-|.|||||||'||'_
i ropEranimahl stadies were ialer-
B KT N Ay el rsifcirs 'u.|||| Afipiin
als ey requered ar several levels brom
Fhmston o Washimgion, DL, MNeading
1 facility more than three pimes the s
o rhieid minsT recent venaie 41 17001 San
[acms by Godeman and Bolil architects
15581, the FREHouwon chose o large
trait ol lind oa Allen Parkway, brack
eted by Tah and Galleine screers, The San

[acmie budding, dessnibed by one local

srchivectural way as * parhologically
sy, replaced Sanguanet, Maars
Hiedrick 8 Gorelieh's neoclzssical Rra

Federal Keserve Bank of Dialles (1922

Located ar 1300 Texas Avenae, it 5 now

hiomie to the Houston Area Uban L FLATLS

the

Iher leme NS MW iesed
ferst two FREMHouston basldings were
bscated “downiown ™ —a term that anisl
recenily secmed msmapplied v Howuton
|'.||'I niry rhign Ihl_' CIEY R[saFES B FENIN

e LY as weell as thearer and maseam

districts, it I8 undortmate that the Feds

camildn't tind anogher dhank of downrows

ol whiich 1o b i-
I'he third Housiom Branch e where
s, In |.II|.‘}: IFHASLIFE, dFWITIE NOF LEIF

|'I||I soCursly operatonl

FERCY Pidaicass

reajikEemens Inlend, it was mior vha

;lll';.: AR that vl coald drive il L st
steps o the LLA, Capitinl building wathiis
eTCOERICTInE 3 sl socuiiny [l LI It
TORET AT ||.|!-|'. .I||.,| mnearch L] 1 the mmong
rvental stoirs, voier cisp-of-town visitog in
o, b0 brefly take i the archiectural
iagcsay il G P wRICEY. Bair the [rres-
ent=clay :II||I||| AR, SEEAT 10 FCGQIne 710
herther elaborarmn. Thonps change.
Muchi Rias boci paitdished elsewibicr
bt |||-' .|'|'| IR ESEEC Wil cnpdruar il |||||,l|..“|
fhoms of the Allen Parkvway sife clasive
Copvensently located near the nexus i
rwe Inteistate hehwave. (he it vis

"
ible marker of this sipe ol

demnlition of the WPA-era || {Terang
Dhaves Hawspatal {1931-57) desipmel by
srchmtects AL Fian and Joseph Frager, bis

the Previoas orwiieT Feeger Cios.., an T

ment il I\.|'|-\.-|'\-|I|| mt firm, who kad |'-| L]
1ox se the sibe Bor garden APATT RTINS
The anchitec’s MCSPEH ST B0 FS EIVErons
wak ope of medianon and ameliorarion
It i clialle 1RINE I MERISTeT this in thie

comipleted compies, kowever, for wveral
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reasns. Perhaps the most egregions of
thiese is the chowe apd palette of maiers
als thar clad chis 3,000 squane P
polychromari mle of brick aimd tle. The
busibdliog's cvpoboey amd coloration were
astensihly chiosen to reflect the hoes of
liscal Smpthiermoty. "L'c'I, the exterior bears
a remarkable likeness o M0GAS un-bail
Sukeuns of Discowvery Freedom Sguare,
desgned a1 the same tine [ N o Ene,
Penisylvania. | have been o Ere anad io
Howuston, While both cicies are bscared
near large baodics of warer, the similarinss
eni there.

Ferhaps one of the progect™s mos
gl losses, architecturally and
urhanisnically, was sis micaded open
relation to the wurrounds, amelsoraned
by a seraighrioraerd allsein clegant Land
scape, The colosed site p|-ln r-IINr'-hrlJ
in Michurel Glraves: Hudldings & Projects
1992000, and developed in conpune
pes with the bocal lanslscape architects
atr Ulark Cimnedoan, Associares, shiovas the
FEBHouston ssrrounded by bossques
il Frees, IJ'I-'.'I'H-. anil FII:lIIII'II.'I'I.hIH thai
eraped and re-mvigorated the green
space of Allen Parkwar, Tvpical of
Giravess drawines, ans -|I-I1:1|-.|1|1pL sIAr
rususiglioggs are masked oait of chie adyllic
ptiere, scladling the Cay of Housyen
Vehicle Mamtenance Faciliry rhar current
|.g.' trames a virw of the Federal Reserve
from the cas. Also missing are the dilaps
dared shorgon howses comayginis wak e
complexs parking garage, The idealined
mature of the drawing notwithstanding,
it devinnarates the architect™s vishon for
ehie furwre sire, This assenblage of bald
g anal Lmdu.;p-- veosudd hawe BIven hack
o ehe clry the gift of o substantial pablic
park, inrended 1o scamlewsly merge the
parkway and Memorial Drive on the
ather side of Boffalo Bayos, bracke
g the oecasional festivals thar encamp
scroas Brodn the FRAHGuston, Bud o, In
ita place are ® much-redacred Lynads npe,
and an extraoedmarily long steel fence
ornamciiod with more security cameris
and monitoring devices than a Vegas

casinn, The landscape architectisre proe
gram wis ver anmther victim of post 971
hyper-security trauma

Elsewhere 0 the progect, the amchi-
tects adrositly responded oo stromger (acil
ity secunity reguiremsenis adopted by the
Fesderal Heserve System after B0 1 inehid
i socuriny upgrades w the facdinys
materialy aned methods of construction.
An inspection baldding where trucks are
searched and scanmed befone moving to
the secure liading some was expanded
from one lime v four, While che baild
im's fully redondant structural sysbem
s sibily regissercd in the fagade, mos
il the other redisndancices are haididen;
Vieneally all unlity services {iebeammmm
mcations, water, gas., and electrcall are
damubled. The entire compound s on the
ciry elecrrical grid, however iv also has in
oy hackup power generanan capabil-
tics, This is one complesx thar could rake
a licking and keep on mckaing. Muoreowver,
the complex is fully outfitesd as a small
village with all the necessities, s that the
ataff eeds o enter and leave the compley
only once a day.

Mo amount of moncy or well-inten
tisned cobsred drawangs will buy the love
of many Houstonians sell carpmg abwous
thi abemokition of the Jelberson Dhivi
Hospital. Yer, there are things moncy can
by, The guiality af the mberior fAnishes
and attention vo the smallest detail, a wop
Flythe secury torce, other haghly eraimed
sbaft, amsl well appoinvsd, vedumetnically
generous facilites are first class. Wiih
a charrang dovng foam adjacent toa
large rooftop perpela-ed dining area fos
T F_L'I:IFFJI stall, an elegant yver simple
privare dining room for special events,

a well eguipped wellness conter, a lovely
Rescarch Libeary with a coey exedral-
shaped memarial reading room, and an
mderionr shoatiig range for the secunty
atalf {all Firearims stay within the com-
|,'|1|IJI'||.|:I. thie mew Howsgon Branch of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas ot be
a protty mice place o hang your hae for

cight 1o ten hours 8 day, many lopger.
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Amnisit Cemptis

The Grear Scal of the Unied States of
wmerica consiats ol three Latin mofines,
The most odven quoted v the easiest and
leakt comeroversial *E ,Ili'rmfm.i WAL,
“Chut of many, one.” The second, = Mo
Cirater Secuelorson,” s vanously transdaged
a5 A new secular order” angd TA new
ander of the ages,” The moss enigimatic

ol the triee miay be the mioss apropos b
asscssingt the Houston Branch, as it under-
woores miw whar this collecrion of baald
s achieve, bisi raiher lirwe far the archa
eectune lalls shore, The source of “Aaemnr
Cawperis”™ v ostensildy = Da facilen
CMrERnT, dfgue aiclacifug annne corfris”
from Yapl's Creorgres, Among s possible
translations ans “0dve P an casy Ooprs,
annill faver oy daraeg underakimgs,” and
“smuoth my path, condone this enter
prise of bold experiment.” Bag banks

are mheremtly risk averse, and so oo s
the architeciure of this complex. Meither
“daring” mor a =hobd experiment,” this
uulnp|r ., in the coniext of Gravess feceii
archibeciural production, follows a tamil-
tarly “casy conre,” This copcatemanon

ol tapinca-coliored colonnades, paewdo
architraves, over-scaled pergolas, Lasix-
vailed risols, amd imscribed beick pattenms
imitating large blocks off stone mnoosd
i an apgressive polvehnosiate program
{ansbibe and o) wee, i the agpregate,
limtbe more than carmoons wrir large. The
Fed’s Hammston Beanch demonstrates that,
for benter or waorse, Mre Grraves and has
associates still beleve in the possibiliny of
construceig an architeomne parlante. Yet,
even as Alan i ||||,'|||I1|:u.||1, im s essay i
Andreas Papadakis’s first ALY on Graves
i 1979 Lumenred, it romains an open
spuestion as to whoan Mz Graves is speak-
g ol in what language.

Michael Groves and his oxssciares
hwe tllIIF had the tenidency o baild draw-
ings rather than draw buildings. The mos
cprepime comcguence of this practice i
prowduicing budldings thar look meore som
plestie than simple—cleplannne rather

Wiprite pige
Top, lnt: (oslosmnce smm
g, imuher Dot o comidior w
bantry gl by v, by el ey
Fop, mght” i vt e
of e bty

Teft: View et e v i
roriwlor dhowi, dowstows hyiee wilh [y
Wt i e o mevad | 0y
b s QT
brkw, gt frrar, cuteony
bty ol gt ba ok 8!
Kroming e

T Ikt Cowwes s gl s e
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i lehi, g S e s, B

i o
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By 2 ! pteln End ey el o

tham elegant, IF this s an a rchibiecyre
parlante, it s musna-sydlabic, and ity meta
phoises have wisrn thin to the pomt of one-
limers (such as 2 bank vaul wopped with
a Bnu-vanhied root). The parking garape
ts the unhkely exception, les ebegaditly
thiri i l.'k[uhn]. conciete decks (with
unasually high looro-floor hegghrs o
mush those al the main hLII||.1III.“'I||.. amil
a diaphanoas screen of steef cladibing shai
minsics the ma builking's implicsd stone
motil creare an unexpecred, plaviul, and
haghly effecteve Foll to the remainder ol
itz pEect,

Many recent high-prolibe cvic or
imspirmrareal bubldmgs end o be mure
cons il high tech matenalisg (etshes,
parganivan absiract expressonist sculp
tures with an HVALC syseem, or crudely
EFT W Psess ol TR FRIIITLARR. X
cien, The Federnl Beserve wanbed none
of this in their new building in Hooston
Their Request for Proposals, develaped
by the Fed’s own archinecoural advisory
commitbee and sent to a select group ol
afclateces, included & =Visbos SMatemeni ™
learly articularing a desiee lor & build-
mg charscrer alyned with, bor wann of
a beteer term, the classscal mradstion. In
their search bor (an archiveat anad) the
amage of an architecnare that sepresemiel
thie Beserve's marsenal role as “the bank
tar all the oiker banks, ™ they used suich
terms av “solid,® “stable.” “dignidied,”
amal “classscal™ When the Federal Reserve
twitches, the fimencial compumiey feels o
tvomnami. Yer, while all of our fortunes
aiid fusures depend on the Beerve's pile-
cies and Forecases, i H:u-::hl i the J-nl,ﬂl'l
of this branch of 1is [3allas-based T
i 3 vague and soamewhar conflcoed
rmage of 3 pas that aever wias. Thimes
coild be worse, As this is the thind
Federal Reserve Bualding: in Flsiston in
the last B0 years, chances are there wall
be a Fourh b a geacration ofF so, il
then, berween Tabr and Gillerte om Allen
Parkway, Housionmans can visit the maosi
recend buildimg, ke o tour, and follow

therr moniey, @
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CITY UNDER GLASS

The Galleria offers consumers a look at nearly everything, including its own version of sprawi



Ot ol thas seitgeist, developer
Eenneth Schniteer began to build

Greenway Plazs, a [ 27-scre master
plannes business and residential devel-
osprment that resembled Grearer London
Cosnel] develapments of the same
periosl. And George R. Brown annasunoed
plans tior che mfamous Texas Eastern
Tramsmission Company Houston Center
project, an urban desgn proposal to mom
13 ks downtown east of Main Street
inir a vast, elevated mall that would have
hovered over the layer of carbon monox-
ide issuing from vehscles trapped beneath
on the city's streer grisk.

Times change ol vesterday's anrac-
tions are mercly Gamgets for today™s com-
petito, In s ety on the Gallera i the
HMunistens Arebitechirad Guide, historian
Stephen Fox credits its mifloence as "a
typological developmens of nagbonal,
cven international, conscquenoe,” bt
conclisdes by wondering “whether it
will outlive the set of drounseances thas
beomaghs it inbo being and survive 1o attain
the histiorie distinetbon thar vwall eventu-
ally acorue o it,” Houston's ammitedes are
ruthlesshy Darwinian and easily dispracred,
and survivial ofeen depends upon renew-
al—nad jint mainienance and restaraton,
bwur a real magnificarion of the speoache.

And spectacle has come o mean
suiper malls like the Mall of Anicrci in
Minmeapalis [comfigired like o Pancles
bvard, with a Camp Snoopy amusenment
park at the center) or the truly cobos-
sal West Fdbmonton Mall m Faddlmonton,
Canada, with its gant watcr park anad
indoor beach and wave machine—rhe sob-
wrcnic eapivalent o putting am we-skanng
rink oader gliss cinopy m Howston, Ax
4 point of comgrrson, Edmonton™s nall
contains B0 stores and 110 cating cstab-
lishments, along with cight theme pack
attractions, moller coaster, gambling case-
n, jce rank (where the NHL Edmoion
Ohilers aifren practice], agquariam, a gun
||1n|1n. rmusenimi, angd bive amnes shisior-

IR rAnge. As I'l'l#t b rul‘h!-:ln].. Wiess
Edmonton Mall alss holds the Guinness
record for having the world's Largess park-
ing lot, Compared 1o sech festival excess-
o, the understated architecture and hugh-
siyle produces oo display at the Galleria
make it seem bike rhe Lz,

Everything Under One Roof

What dhoes ir mean when o Ciey'’s genius
lowt revdves arounad artificial botopes?
st as the Astrodome wasnt like any
other atadinm, the Callera, as Gerald
Flimes saicl, wasm™t june anosher mall. In
thee first Tlh...:r, umaler a prainsparent glass
canopy in the hlistereg Texas sun, it bea-
rured as ies ceniral spine a skating rink.
Ueaual bor @ mall at dhar tinee, it was
three stories tall. And rather than being a
bise il shasprs only, o opencd with a s
of tenants thar included borels, offices,

bars, restaurants, even a bowling alley
(e poive) s four movie theaters. ln

o private club there were exercise rooms,
& swimming pool, and rooftop tenmis
courts. There was also a jogging rrack-on
the roal that circumpavigated the barrel
skylighe. which allowed runners o look
dowm on thie skaning rink while shoppers
watched them from below, In a ciry lack-
g in deamatic natural featanes ar exten-
shve, splendul, nracr histosic distrc o
show aff o vistors, the Galleria and the
Paane served ax proxies,

Archimect Victor Groen, who designed
Southgare Center near Minneapilis in
1956 for the Dayton Hodson Company,
i generally credited wath mvenning the
forst gomally enclosed and remperanre
controlled modern mall, The way Grean
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different precinces with different charac:
tenistics, much like the properties on a
Monopoly board, You can get a feel for
how this zoning works by looking at the
srratified meerior elevation of Galleria |,
The ground Boor, a kind of probetanan
food courr collection, reads hke a fas
fod hall of fame: Sharro lalian Bufier,
MeDonalds, Taco Bell, Roman Delight,
anfa's, Soni, Ruling above on the plano
aohle dre places with more clan, soch

as Tourmess and Versace, Finally, in the
therd foor =armic™: Eddie Baver and the
Ovrginal Levi Spopes,

The socio-oconemic milica of the
Cralleria has lntle in commam wirh the
msiare aidudle-brow malls that have pro-
liberates] in Amenca’s suburba, It nor
exactly & slice of Howaon's demograph-

Mall space is controlled space,

compressed so there are almost no gaps

where the mind can wander off.

saw ity the mall was the modem successor
o traditional social spaces. Ir was a place;
he wirate, “bar participatio in oodenn
cosmmunity life thar the Greek Apora, the
medieval marker |:|1m amill avier o o
Sl Laanes p-h.llrhh'l.l i whe p.‘-:ll." .|'|.|n-|1[ the
way, Walt Disney, with has California
theme park, had shown how you could
chop and chaniel many of the more
cempelling leatanes of fowis and cifwes
while leavings out the bad stfl, and creane
America’s number one tournss arrracrion
i the process, T]Hm.ﬂl.pickrdupwhnr
Dhisney lefr aff, with the dea e whae
privple wanted was 3 neater, tidser, and
more convenient downmown, a purificd
commercial precint of super abundance
that matched the suburbs, & place where
shopping and fun would bocome meta-
phuasrs for one s, Part of making this
bhappen is how the mall promoges a feellig
of secarsty with s enforced behavioral
limins, & kind of in logo parentis even for
adults, symbolieed by the mall cops who
fumr @ year oF more have boon ostenta-
tiowsly parrolling on Sepwavs and looking
like higmic froopers from the Tnlure.

Mall space is controlled space, com-
|1|'ﬂ.|-r|.| s there are almost no Eaps whiere
the mind can wander afl. A woeesaful
mall hike the Galleria excecises nearly
abslute control over the stores that are
its tenants. The stores pay rent sl over
ape charges (4 peocentage of profis) for
the bemefit of being in the mall, Except,
that is, for the magney department siones,
whaich |.|.l|.|.|.i||1r ey 4 swerier i:h-.ll.

What the mall is looking for s a certam
eoherenor, o semse thar the max of sores
belong together, thar they have similar
characteristics amd act in harmony, In a
large mall like the Gallersa, there may be

iens its more Rodes Drive than Main
Stroet. The arginal GO0 MKY squane foos
Cialleria, dbesigned by Hellmurh, Obara +
Kassabanm with local architecs Neuhaus
and Taybor and opened in 1971, was
anchored I'I]' Mieman Mafcud at one end
and open ot rhe other, Chver the interven-
ing 35 years the Galleria has gronwn in
fusur distinct segments,

Growng Pains

Cralleria | is classically modern and cen-
tered by the ice dink; the mtenor architec-
ture is almost invisible, deflocting arten-
tion to the sky, the ke rink, the shops, the
promenade, anything bur iwself, In 1977
HOK with 51 Morns Associabes adided
Crablema 11, & 650,000 square oot wang
thar is aligned cross axially o the sriginal
and anchored at the ndersection by a 13-
story sky-lit space surrounded by baleo-
mied atfice towers thar look down on the
promensde, With six glass chevavor shafrs
rising through the 180-foot ligh space, it
in a vertical counterpoing o the emphatic
T emnalivy of the mall, Galleria 11

sbuir inclisded o second horel, the Westin
Cralleria. Cialleria 111 {Fiagerakd and
Partiers), completed in 1986, somewlat
awkwardly spliced on another 300,040
spsrare feet with Macy's as the anchor,
Using Saks Fifch Avenoe deparmment
WORE 3% O BN Enesmife connection gave
Cralleria 111 a back lot leelaig. (le 5 absa
pisssible o resch Macy's from Galleria 11
by & shortcut outdoor promenade along
the edge of the parking garage, s mood-
breakimg breath of non-comnereal real-
iny that has become a smaokers’ haven, |
Cealleria I i low key, withour the spec-
tacke gpiahity of its predecessors,

Stretched as i was, the Galleria
quickly lost some of the simple clegance
thar was present in the orginal diagram.
In particular, the way the mall and park-
ing garage i the original paralleled
it another, connectesd by bridges thar
spanied across the delivery servioe aircuit
locared wy the slor berween, was admirshly
neat, It was g marvelous oross section,
with a near perfect systenn desgn. Bat as
the Cualleres grew, parking became mioee
problematic; garapes had o be folded in
willy-nilly, Today there are some 13,906
parking spaces in seven different garages,
and gernng los, o rather loning onc’s
car in the vast parking bowels, s a com-
M. CXPEOERCE.

Caallenia IV, the lovess additsosn
designied by Atlanda architecss Cooper
Carry, opened in 2002, adds ro the archi-
tewtural rambling, Projecting south from
Cralleria I, this addition spany West
Alsbama with a 125-foot-long by 200-
foot-wide sevond level span, Lined with
shasps, it 15 maore mall than bridgelike. To
assemble the land necessary for the prog-
ect, the plam shifved Hildage Sercer 275
feet 1o the south, Another peal cstare prob-
bem was internal: Since the Wesnn Gallena
Haoael was i the way of expansion plans,
one loor of the horel was dismantled and
its fimsctions vediserabuted, with the lobhy
and the ballroom lecated on opposite sides
of the pollx concodre. Hougon's first
Mordstrom's department store and local
sandby, Foley's, anchor the addinon, the
Later biscared on @ spur, Hecause West
Alahama passes throagh, it spliss. the mall
winbo Pwo segrents o the ground level,
with the bridge providing circumsianoe foe
& large, commodusin porte cochere for the
hotel alswe.

The omann axis of Galleria 1Y is bormied
into @ gemle interios bow thar affords a
shalbow panorama view of all the shaops
in a single glance and relieve some of the
tedinim of the shotgun arrangenwent founsd
i it malle, The concoairse i beaghtly
day-hit by a ribbon of clerestory windoaws
and there is o neatly articulated suspenaed
soffit. A water leature designed by Wey
Design, whose oeuvee inclisdes the foun-
tins fow the Bellagio Hotel and Casing in
Las Vegas, marks the miersection of the
Foley's wing with the primary concourse,
Diescribwd 55 g computer controlled water
column Ealling 50 feet in chaoreographed
patierns (rom a water chandeliey, it
nonctheless beoks for all the world like a
meclanical udder,

In 1999200, 525 millwon was poured
mto o remasheling propect o give the
Hineeon Galleria o Bresh ook, Certain
things that onee connoted elegance, like
the carpeted mall floors, had become
[LEELT The floors were rrl'h;ln:d with
imported mearkle tles. The origmal picker
railimgs that pamuilly sbscurad visoal con-
nectinm betworn levels were replaced by
flaws pamels, creating & mone open feeling.
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% Dasee glass clevator was addied niear the

ot el of the skaning rink, New, mare

comilartabde hrmmure wak alws omwealled
Thé At &l the Deal

The eecent history of the Gallena s a
mird =Bzl licany of mega-mllon
||l|||.|| deal. Hines sold ol I||- ||.l|--.r||.|
Coalberia im 19949 o Lirhan Shasppamgs
Ceniters angd parteier Walton Street Laparal
for around 5525 millson. (The Erallas
'.-.||||,‘|I '~|||-||||.; abev il |'~r|| by |||'||"\- il
1982 was sld ar the same time fo URS
Kiralty Investors, a part of the Swis
Hank. ) Fraan there Howstosn Celbers

Fuemc g imee JREET O ||,l.|q,:.|.:. I....|.|l||.| Lk}
Bl RITICER, & Metherlangls: based coan
pafiy Ut pasd more thar %1 billasn o
rhui LIS an MMM, Folkivwing ghi
breakup ol Bisdamso m 2002, Sinson
Frogpeerty Caromp, @ giant in the shopping
gl Isirgpness weth nedrhy ouie Bhergd ol hi
lareest malls on America (those with moe
than 5250 million o anoual retail sabes)
prchaesed the Crallersa alonmg with nens
other Kadamen vonninedcial propernics
Diespire all thas, the Galbera vouday as mwore

than Bealehy: warls s T REdre

{innE CXPansiom, o7 bops ool ag s
wapiare fect, the fifrh larpest mall ain ohe
Uhited Seaves. Bot the retail business is
tckle, amd department stores have had a
.|||||.L||I: Mime v feceivt vears
Competition of the sor that Kills)
Towm anmad Country Shopping Center
t Feed the revival and enlargme of
Memmorial Cav Mall s the woid that
shakes the stabilooy ol eeal ssrate fivest
rnents. [hvoig mualls has eI 3
category of wrban phenonicna with a
dedscated web s (deadisalLcnin) con
EAITIRTEE adiis qi] enaalle ehart art ErMYy aaf
ol the vener ol begon INE %0 In 20H1A
Lasrd and Tavksr, one of the anchiors o
Caalleria [ annowunced that i wosilbd clos
all shree ot vis Histon sooees, crearing
a hep-hox vacancy. And custing Cliser (o
bamie, Macy's rhis vear siciuorod Foley™
i & meeeer with the Federared- M as
L ampaany Wacv s nivw AR B [RINT AFS
aame an the new Foley's store in Gallern
1V absiisbiinig it priesent location and
Bean IR 8T ETRETY H.l'lll i BT thase paa
wrnchears i unlikely EIvinE (he Sdmnnd
Company the problem of how o find
new, compatible mies for these spaces

wonimie oif the sbeas bheving dincisaed dmeluids


http://deadmall.com
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chimnEers «f L il FEesLARIFAnes, i i2rem &
Ay spilcts, AWET 8, anal even Lpam

TRETNTS: (ar |l"|||ll|I||||l|lI'|'\-

Second Gity

ha the Cralleria B inid ol 1 FIELS

it teveals its kinship with the megss
IrEcTEres Tal Baiscinated arenecrs

like Civtistant Mieswenboys and the
St anaais an the 1M, Dunng that
decade archieeves sisch 3% Yana Frsshmai
.1.|'\-|||.'.-\.| FISERASEN LTI © % WTTATEIES Jda)
|-||;|_!||||- effucient modern nrban deve |Il|'l
inents. Bat for the Sanaatwnnists the allore
was i |,I1|I.'||I||.| []al) |-.|.':.-.|-\.I|.|.Il.|-':' had
lar labyrinnbaise Camiatpictnin |l|.|-\.-\.-| EET)
wandering, In Copstants Mew Babylon
plan bor the Hagae, city strscture was
IFIRAEITIE '.I A5 & DERNneons consirges |

P TV T '.|'I|'.||.| TR AUTTHRS the wrbam amal
coamtry langlscape bike an miernet dbia
rarm. 16y s thiviggh the Caallema were 1
Laiiich speibies o every difeoiion: Eraed
oo the cary o muight aa-ag o Koty

or (o (ealveston, For Constant, Mew
Babylon was

I [EEsE-Cap talist -_||!|||||| iii|
e Civ: thie corridors of MNew Babwlon

were 1k b Tree-rones of arcistic ol

wincial ACTIVITY, ENE aimiless termeory of tha
“drift.” B the masdel was eqqually well
-|:|r-.'|| B fhe conswiier oty

"-.1|_'|_'| e JII- amd mosdern foEiden ul air
[T wid ciehee !'.I'IIII|:|:'\-\. ot their ik are
ol ssch siee and complexity that they con
shifatfe a spocil category ol rHaces whern

0 O dal I||_'|.||'\-\._I|||.|| I'"-I!".'-"-'”:

Carpsusly the Gallers

(N I|l|l||
v d single sireet dddress, 5005
Westhennet, even thouagh it stretchies over
e than a lka ] iricle and las II||||I.|I|I\.
ETRTINgES N1 s [ RIR 1R thiey rihs the
pping peink of anchitectare and hecomms
MACER-CORMFaCT06, Nds Habper .|'.|'.|'.""\-'.l"|'.|
1A TEFEs Of A s S0y il CFgATEEA
rice but rather many dileremt ongs crash
g figcther hke dropped j@ekstraws
Baisldinaes hike this are nad i wirlari
design cither, Thev are moee Tikely o
eCisme prodsems dor wrban e HEIN AT
they dely the scale and panern of wrban
irder. Indeed the mall dida’t grosw out of
the ciry bere egrhier gt ol 3 desire ks whi i
plamt of wizh a new order that was geared
siemobele. 8% hard

tan the roalitses of tha

pon pereaic] ol Liptoradis i the Gialleria tha

domimates it is the lasy of II||'I|'.|'|_._ LT |

mew i menely @ stage oo process that

FE EE
1L B3
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will eventually cvolve mifo a place that
1n more pracious and more iradwionally
irlsan. Mlars fof q_"b,1~||'.'i|-||.; METROR il
mnclude an casi-west line THing ihee Caalberea
to the nasrrh-soath dowmtowm-po-blelian
ark hine, Since METHRO ribers arrive as
'n..||'n.|'r-|_ Tl ol L rh'11ll"I|I|'| LBl |'|-I|"\.| i
swill mevd o |'\-|.-,-|.'I'||' [RTRIE [l|'|||"\-1|| 1151
accommaslating tham of 1% toxlay

Hiit tor todlay the Galleria remains &
[ o ] law ey 'H.I'.Ii' that never leaves [HHTE
1% i= ™ waible to come alsmard and wander
ke a lannear, gacimg, analycng, and got
ting acsthetic enjovment o this i lemid
scisorining. Yoa can shops o skate: car
it any neiavhser af restaue ENLAS sneak s
somere’s weddimg recepinn, proim, of
bar mutevaby swim and play renmis; watch
sl Incat 1 (TS hike o Hans-on
aviseiimy ol desirg hy (HTHE TETINE s WOr owWwnm
state poswin inoone af rwao hotels, Moars
was mof gquite rpht when he called redi
Pl 10 oipidre anl thie masses. [ modern
Anserca, i’ 1'|.|:|.-:|-|-|l Maces such as tha
Lealleria, with o whill of opsilence hover

g over everyilinm, where what you wan

riami than what voq need

e becoamse the miarkers of o oy 's aspe

rations and prominence. ®@
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BY BARRY MOORE

To & PERSON WHD ENEW WESTRURY SIQI.IHI
wisen it was new in 1960, returming in
2N s aw il comtenental dridr had j‘l-lhl!u'.!'
Rrigadoon meds an unha beted sorner of
thie thard world. To walk through wha

i lefr of the development is to encounter
-_l’.lu_Ll'.'i 1'-|.nr|-| Ui & X TRir 'r|..|||'._ CETLpAY
awning frames tacms Belliort, croskecd
blstsids inside eoppty second floser apart
menis, dying plants in the one remaining
[RRLETEN anal o hamdbial of EImps '~||:|||". with

rusty rronwork and moldy damp corners

Like Havana on a had day, Westbun
Sapuare b o dlesparsiing o ool unsafe
|'|||| W Cnjarss, Jat Lo 'II.I.|'I|I|'|| im 45
years. [ooa commercial develoeosent, a
half-cemtuey can be hike a prasloppeal age
By the end of ithe 1950k, |_',|_'l\.|'!|||'\'l L[

Peroes Westbury sabsbivivion was a haw
nesidengial area, Smithwest of where the
West Lowop curves into the South Loop,
.III-:| sk wHEith of ;'l.|.. -.|_'r|.|||..|_ 1l Ws VY
||||I..-L:'| siccessful, Thar whole areq ol

Houston was one of the fstest growng

srexs m the two decades tollovwme the
Second World War, fucled by consirug
rof ol | LRI b |10, S o Alall amd
IS CPOnyinouds winbudi VIRIIE], .I.|1|1 whire
Higzhe trowm Kiverside Terrdoe, Alrhouagh
Weingarten Realey braeily flireed with
the adea of a 340, 86k LI e - [ ..|-||||.
[uE COREET thie 13 AT COErTer ol Wiss
Beltort angd Ulumney Bock, the form
dropped the plan, desgaed by Wilson,
Msrris dind Cr i, |'|rll‘.'.||"|1 hecaisse whiai
thew I'\...rh.-.! tur haisldd was oo musch like the
nearby Meverland Shopping Center.
Hapmly. the Weangaren departiare
was Bermes iy DPPTIRIY, The asth
matic Mew Yorker had IE|||'.I|1| g Flosistion
in 1946, ready to bet on his adopied
cley. Meoding a retaill “rown conter™ for
|'\.|-| ":L!'\".-w:'. I'||_'|l.l_|'.|'\'||IE|'\.-|||.|. |||,' e kil
up the 24 acves immedinnely behimal thi
intersection of Chimmey Rock and Beldbion

i 190, The inine Gores that maade L

Lifestyle Center

I|'\.|; I"||I|I|I"|1 CAFFCT lisid |11_-.'|| netaamsed b
Weingarten Healoy, which m 1961 up:,-m-d
A “French Markes™ -themed grocery storg
it location on the siee allowed a clear
yirw anl W 1'~r|‘l|.|.--. "|..|'.| e aial s ENEFET
tin wiesthowind trovebers o Bl ot

Berise wan wald, craey, and nch
criogh oty something that the moee
(e [TETRILY il PR L afn ml 4L LTH]}] ladm's the
Wi erve==io ey He owed tl.l.l-..
and determmined o estallish *old wodld®
-h ari aniy the '\..|||'||||i‘|.||| prairac. "-!'...I-:Lp”.:
with Flosistom archstect Walliam 1‘1--\.'-II|1.|'.I'..
whose praciice was dominated by com
milsadiinm frivm lhome bailders, Bermne
sccecded, wiv & way—il Adifigiac s8fee]
highirs, brsck walks, benches, Foumtans,
and down-scaled themed fagades coams
forr ookl world eharm. At a tinse when
EIII“'\-\.|1I|'|| s Weie iy |ur|||||-|'.,| Eid hl;c
|.'-|'|'¢.'|rllrll_rll ar Erosery SEodes ATk |l
tor @ stnng of nesghborhond convenience
shiops, lerme suceceded in trananing
Dhispevland s Main Streer into lealian ver-
macudag, anad importing it into Texas, Whio
conalil arpue with hiv socoess? Westhury
Square was immmcdeately popular and
|'\l|l\.-||I.||'|| with 4 maslern |!||||h.|.. It Thia
gl never seen anyrhing like m

B the genius of Wealwiry Soquare
wasn't really its 1]|'l.||;ll: it was i the kineds
il ||_'.|I-|."\-| ..ll'l||.'|. el thiere 3 and I|a|'|'. navvel
Biars ol operatien, Berne assembded si)
el pallenes, and testanranis, mostly
-|||.||| :"-..|||||' [ ||||.|..| | -\,1.||-.|-\.||; fed a
"1 l.|1'.||.'1" m the ty |'|...|'| '.|'.-|!,"'pl1|:.'. &I
parlance.

B one can pingeent exactly the dai
the ‘|.,||.|.||'|' |||'l|'||r|'.!_ Fiar irs (117 |'|_'|_|||'l||' |'l|||'l
alariy was INSTARE NS, carried almosi

cairrely by word of mouih, By the miad
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siitbes whanlors were iverwhelmed by orgi-
nal and anmracnive soores offering gifs (Bl
art {3, imporred crafos (5, antigques (5],
jewelry (4, children's clothes (1), eating
eatabbichments (5], wormen's clothes (2],
aiml odie each lor l...l.l!lll'."i. agiils and lllh.
maen s wear, Hovwees, wines amd liguors,
wilderness equipment, bosiks, lamps, pary
supplicy, monograns, a dance stubio, and
e Lirtle Bed Schonlhouse day care, O,
wl @ Pew professinnal oftses angl mamy
weconid floor aparrments—something ruly
EiEimiee AL G B wliet the erend was Bo
scparate lving and shopping, A few of the
stores were excoelbent and anracred their
twn clicntele; The Candie Shopp Camgn
Hlimmseom, an ormmal amalganm of P
Uk gl Jees: Cromrweells, an English
siyle min's sidee; Cialawie Jewelers, ||u||-_
happily removed toa location near the
Rive Villsge; and Rusnplebermer's, an
oll-<lashioned ice cream p.|rlur complene
with lintle rosind marbde tables and a
coim sspetaied player plano, Berne named
that one—"Kmd of a cross between
katrenpammer and Rumplestilsken,” he
todd ithe Flomstosr Pogl.

Al ol ehe soves stayed operi wneil
1 L) [, 30 At when only ghe ||r:.;r\.1
department stores staved open at might,
wiwd then oaly durng the Chnstmas wa
sy, Westbuery Sguaare was a rrae sensa-
ik, il Iu|||'| N '.|'|||[|L1-|'r'.. E||.|I alsis e
reople s Booking lod something fun o
div. After an early nenie, young and old
aid lors of tamilies headed lor Westhiary
Syuare becowse i was the place 1o g, oo
see and be seen, Being there was dufferent
from beng ar any other shoppag cen
ter; for the firss tane, the extenor spaces
herween shops were just &8 unportant as
the shisps themselves, and the foanmins
ifd Benches drew people together (3
make-belivve community. Many remember
Westhbury Square a1 Chrsinias s o cons
plete and novel experience, with outdoor

chaoars, bell ranpers, trees full of candbes,

"Wl of 11w By bt 500 et Wi Sl wrsileile WiriPury e i, "ou! o ghiaa ™ it Moy |nd ol B gastbie

andl novel “bee® leghts everywhere. It wiis
as if Disncyland’s Man Steece USA had
heen translated o a real place where

a person coikl boy real sioff, and then
gin howie to an apartment on the second
flisor. lea Berne had creared a *libesivle
center” without Knowing i,

Westhury Square was the roseng,
sucoess an the linchpin 1o his hossing
developmecnt that Berne had hoped. e
ws iy siscoewshu] chan withan @ vear be
announced construction of 250 pown
hewines saprronsicling Westbiory Sguaare,
Spill there on the north sile of Belliorr,
soime have beon converted o small profes
stomiil offices, Westhiary Square floanished
thrughoue the %6, & clock mwer was
sl Bidiled no punctaate the enlrance,
The central puazzn with it large Fountam,
emported from lealy, erandormed asel|
kb weekend art festivals. Crafispeople
tor the firss time in Homston publicly blew
glass, threw pos, and dippesd canifles as
visitors wiatchesl. Early on, merchanis
amvenied the annual “Lemmon Sake.® As
Addison MoElroy, awner of The Candle
Shop, Cargo Howuston, and The Cheniw
Shop, remembers, “All the merchants
wioild rene bootha in the back allev and
stk themn with weawnal merchandiee ar
& ahiscrmpnd. Crowds would gather well in
advance and be held ar bay by the local
shenfl and barmcades, Ar 9 a.m. the sher
it wisld fire the starter™s pasnl and mobs
il hargam-hamting womeen worilid corae
l.h.tr|.'.||:||.'. 1||Illu|.'.|l the w]ilare -,

B e else i Hisuseon crsed 1o
ermulare Berne, though the Dallas sear
noath side eetail ansd oifce developemen
el Ramith Sreece, sparked by Foster Poode’s
Sapyple Shop (sinalar w0 Cargo Houston
anid the Candle Shop combined) and
the wibsequent Cuadrangle project, pro
vided Dallasires ehewr first destinanon
shopping cxpenenee.)

Everything changed in 1970 when the

Crallera opeaed.
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In an alsirac GE b the twao et
destinagions were similan they appealed
o penpele a5 vhe place o be, they offered
an impressive vanety of shopping oo
tunities, the public spaces were awsre
ITparEan thicuis the @rores |-||li'.l|3l'u.'|'|'n| aifinl
they oflered ancillary space bor offices
anil resedents, Bt the scale of the new
development was an overwhelming draw.
Bseeaid of Firele boangues there wias
Buevman Marcus, Instesd ol o plaver piano
there was an ice oink. It was as if the
Radio City Rosckettes had opened dowwn
the stroct (rom Rogangles,

Westhuary Sgquare sodibieresd on g the
decadde, bat the fun was over. Westhsiry
Sapare coulild ned compete, mor ool @
arrract the crowids apvmore. And b the
crowds withered away, so did th ien
anis In 1979 Fra Berne sold the property
e Canadian invesiors, who appasently
diskn’t knisw any berter, and reponodly
clised the stores e owmedl. Two vears
lates, when the northemers sphe, Tuesday
Somming, the seccesinl remaimsders scone
now in the Greenboar Shopping Center,
opencd itn Firse store i the old Cargo
Hamistum space, probahly uspired by the
once popular Lemon Sales By the carly
198 Weathary Sdpiare hael had foar
beasing managers i three years. In |953,
a mew pwners synadicate made a third
attempt o make B a go, but withous
much hearr o money, The business edi
por anl thie Flosessfion ot aurmosed chat the
-.|:||lp|.'|||||.'. '.'I"JJ.'I.' iy have been about
A0 years ahead of s nme, hecaose the
Howstem area hadn’t mameed ver.

By the end of thay decaile, Huoae
Depant, semvang 4 b market o Westhury
Bomeorwners o need of Bang up theie
M- vear-odd hoases, binlr a store where
Wemnganon's wned b e, The bap bax
store, drapped on the sive like o box-

ol MY & '..|I|.-||.'|'i:".. ||-|-'.IHW|_'|! s LLgHd
nal puarza where Cargo Houston and

Rumplchemmer s used 1o be, removing
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the monbund hean of Westhary Square.
Currently, Al Antoenin Tristee, absentee
Los Amgeles cowmer sinee March 1990,
holds the sad remainder. From the evi
dence ol hs stewardship, nothang s gomg
L] Jl.:lullr arkhl what’s kefe falls dowin and
i scraped sway,

Westhary Square’s bralliant eardy
vears make it strange to revisi the place
where the petail Rrgadoon aeed 1o be,
How, exacrly, did it shine so lrllianaly
and then slide so quickly downhill?

Ira Berne's development wis what Lite
Hewiston architecy Howard Barmssone
wimild have characrereed as “owr of
phase.” Berne buoalt with a tradstional
palette, unlising histomne referenwes, tra
iinsoal sechivectiaral dl.'l.1i|-. aiel a bist ol
reninl fales and decorabive rorwork theee
decades before i1 was acceprable 1o devel
opers and desapners alike. He pust reeal
and ressbential together ar & vime when it
ws ipebersiod that a PErsnN Wik S
piosed o drive, not walk, from pomr A
por paonl B And he made the plaeea, nos
the tiest floor of the magner deparomens
e, the garhsring |1IJn;|-. It was wnigue
and definirely abead of vis time, By abosi
i vrafs.

Carrently, the Trammmell Crons
Laompany 18 developang the 24-a0re
Kichmond Avenue site occupied by the
Himistion lisbepenalent Schasal Eistesct's
milmimistration buibfing and the adjacom
Will Kogers Elementory S hosonl. The com
pamy antscipates replaceng these cdisca
visnal facifiees with 600 residental anims
et AT NN squiane bewt o revail space m
what they are calling a “walkable, wrban
erviraimment,” The cimpany states, = Dhis
concept ol combuning residential unis
with rerail =& |'-rnh.||'-h g biv be phee
first ol A genre thats coming down the
pike.” Ir will be a real Litestyle Center,

18 lra Berne were aliwe naday, be woald
wnderstana whar O ol Phase means.
Who remembers Westhbury Square? B


http://origui.il
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Lifestyle Centers Coming (Back) to Houston
Retailers are giving affluent shoppers what they want—invented Main Streets

BY ®RIVES T. TAYLOR

LIKE SO MANY CUSTOMEE-DEIVEN SERVICES IN MODERN AMERICA, the -.llllprllllﬂ aisinict poes I|II||||F_|I Eret |I|'!Il' ivals every e Do soveld vedds, |iisl
o kewp deawing the aifluent costmer, Taking keen interest in the upheaval are the creators of the "retall semse of place™; the napssal hgh-end
retailers, their poweriul beasng agenis, renail developers, and archinecrs. Their associatons, the Urban Land Isnoee amd the Inrermanonal Council

il "-|'|l|"'|'l'||._‘l crbers | PCS0T, contemipally emivitor shess h|'.|||'l|'l||||.'_ reiwala. Aw thie Ulrban Land lnsotaee sovied i oaes 2002 " Place Mak bng Fepwir

“Americis changing demographics show a change from mass market standands 1o niche markets of lilestyle,
TEETi] ||I'|p|.I|||.|'.[ -|||l|_||-ln| I AL |'||.|||||..'.L| CoAiiiiamigecs. Iioim '.|||'\-||||l_||| wiEv Aty io yedrmeia BOr OoEn
Y, Brod o IVIETPOrary e nee traditeonal sy LT, TRoEm sTFIp oo nimeTyl | ATRTEdaE bl s | [0 CEETIpaets

highly defined town conters®

| he !.llﬂ.'l.-ﬂ CRIRTHRITET B L '|'.l-\.I|I|;|'| i the l\.|||'\-|;|ll-\._ '.\.II.'||_' 11] th et sl ihe '-|.||-\.-|'|l||.|:
necessaty " wWas JAFCI ided by the srr P oeeTgeT thie |||.-_ |'-l".. wf the w LR |||.||| —arifed A8 sasinc
distance. | he '\-l'llll."l_"lll;.,"' |'\-|'.:r||1||;'u was 8 wav ad Bide. Comcurment with the 2 1¥ centiry |_|||'u.||'| il
demanal fod the wmpde-Family hoise [dimien by bow terest rafes), 205 centary suborban gprawl
Jeas evolved fiilia |||. -|.|.|l||||‘|.||| Enldlr il il|.||'.| Cil CesTIT NI NETY "hI'I'L|I|: MO periive _|.,||..|||-_ Bpre. hesa
ey el MITHENTS B |'\'|.III retai] that i close by b r-.'u.!'\. naal e lavi .||||| ERLFETR]Y ATTranye B
the subwurban Hif stvhe. [he new satburhan fBomuly does nof desere a strep center our on the higdhwary

sinr & “lilewtyle coniner™ lod its extate libestvle
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The number of these new shappingt vemies 18 &et fo double over the nest fow vears,
sccoidimg to the ICSE, This skuft i demand 1o “upper cial® -||-||~|-||||_- bais also been
the silheeol of am amcreasang |I|||'|I|'«|,1 il '|.II|||||.I| |'\I-|||'-|:|.|I Prcsh X PSS ||'|'-.|_' |'..||.|'
icumsenied the demand, mmd i turn creares] neere demanad; a 2004 USA Toalay articke
guotes—almost advertses—the key big chain retailers thar diceare the character of the

oW '|h| IT'I"HI L |_"'|_FI'|'r mir I‘_ ||'I|'I|'| 1%1% e I

“lt's o very gracwaes shopping atmasphere, oo F I'moan g rosh, bar Laiad

back enoagh if I'm no," saps Margery Myers of Talboty, a specialty chasn in sey

eral lilestybe centers

=M% o ||I|'J||'|I.'r'| ol fife meise,” savs Yaroonr Soeime, CELDY of Siemer & Assosciafes,
which des clops liestyle comicrs “Peopbe want places T st ol and cat lonch, and
Ui fCes iR |r'_4||f'|f|l; |.|I||!..'"|r.'|a' i ||_'\.|-_‘||_'||-_ g |||_'.|||.|'| ||1|' Irip |_¢'.|'-J|l.|' alfrhEsdy ] |-_'.|||l.
eovwvard rleis [ e, ™

Boikscller Bames & Maoble sets ap shogp in lfestyle centers becase ithe mix of ten
anits deiuds to draw protessional workers., “The mam demographic for the book
Bidsiniess is |...|'.|-_.III||:| W IIHILIIlH Tisr ,I'-'\-l'l-',l'-'rr R are -_|||'.|'r e j.'r..'al'lr.h'u"\-_r YR
Mchell Klipper, chief operating offscer of Barnes & Moble, which dies busness i

absmit 20 lifesivle centers

Iricaa Selbers of Williams-Sonoma save: “We are m lilestvle centery becanse they
cater to i custonser demographic and their lfesevle. T a Girly afffiecant custoumner

who lowves conkng and entertainmg at home.™

Meule e J-.-L:J-.':-_;.I-r.a-.f llhll.l.lu —thpie iire Hae Tresiceerds of the Lifssivle Gl

Ed Wlle o e gl Hisstons re-Eiminemn dirve ||l|'l| e and regail |=r|-||.|-r1.. s rhis
mew Lifestvle Center '-|'.ll;l:l|||,; eaporscice as breing droven by the demands of today™s
||-|||||r||.r.,|_ |:||l.1!|l"| .|.|'\uj laAie-o il i Sainlamef II'lI"u.' dei illq.l'a. ST ||'|.||||,'J-. Eii
vh EMPE the -..'-c'uJ'_In. il their SPOEES, @Rl W Pern o -\.|I\.1I|.|||-\.| ..|‘|.|I||:|"\- o the |.|IF_-:| |:|.|u: i i
which the stores sig, in arder (o continue anracting desirable consumers. Waolle empha

sty thas domino effect with speciiic and escalating wends:

L A ow |.‘||--.|=r|-.||.| '..|||'|-lr||||'n'l'| 4l 1'|'|'_l||||||.'||. mall LOARITISCT e II||-| thie (L) I-|'.|".|.‘I'r‘;||
umcertain viabidity of the big o partment sfores

& The competition ftom big-box retailers hike Tamet and Wal-Mar whise convenien
.rrll.'-..lllll lrl}lr-c.l..,l'\. il lers .,||!|:|'|-|-||F||.r |1rhn .|l||.| FRlEiisiy e h.c'nluru

. The rise o siores that demand a screet front, oui-of dooes, Lilestvle Cenier
enviromment, such as Wilhams-Sonoma, Barnes & MNobie, and Crave amd Barred,

o The success of estauranis and entertainment venues ol all types chistered aimong
|||-: | |‘|'-\.Il.|.. L iiher slisfis il INEEr CUREEhETs

o The gvaalabiliey of the market (o suppaoee 200,000 po 4 50,0000 sguane feet ol

haph enad et im0 Man SMreer envicoomena

| |'.-|' slaoorss ol the |..-|1||||_'III|_.I|I'I.I Frarence -.||||'- ol |||.|||d ard HIIF'FI:'« myolved i this LI

renaiad retail evolugionn rests with the leasing agents” abiliey mo firer draw the nanonal

o v ol g e o

‘' b At nd 1w bt |Pes phedn
i b miead e i

redail glants like Whole Foisls Marker, Container Store, and Portery Barn ineo the deal i 1 i N e e Eaope ke e Tne

T * plnce ki

The national retail grosups work wich the local recal broker o investigate the “rrade

ife 1™ b r|-||- |||;|'|r |1|'|:||||."|.||"-|I.||.'- o P m'illr:d [NTHRIN| Dy it |:..|'.||_.|I|||.'| |||' ANETAEr

incoamee o an keast 5 100MMY per hogselold within a fardy tighe geogrophical raddios s

needed for & Libsirle Center to oven be comadered, accordie to Mk Hemander of

lecal retadl peal estate advisors Page Marinens

Tl FREFEMEFING of I'\..:._- e fernaists and |I-'~||I il eetailers wlhvn want i [Taa 1§ 1he A ATSE
is part o a choreography that rivals the much more visible details of the pedestman
envintnmen design. The developer and s design team medinte between the design
srandands of the Langci hll._1l||ll'll comrmEity disd the eerail brokers demanads of stor

RERE, |li.'\...|'||||.:IF.'||I|| TN IEET, and oo IEAnCs Whele thee liscal archivects div wreare the

street level ambsance and the (Framkly) mimimal sape = fromes of the pubdic cutdodo
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rowimns, natioial marketing and desien
teams dictate the stofe presence for the

il oof afhie e
The Revival And Reinwention Of Main Stras
Whide malls can s |||'-q.| vied withi thas

Lifesyle Cenrer approsch, sither by mnd

it s e | leke Woodlands

Iying thear ben
Mall

I'q_l 'a'lll'q.l Bik W EE ke A 45N

rejuvTiatig a part ol the ingroven
ol -elooes reral
i diming bestival area, the marker pre
lcry maere @ series of froe standong bkl

d wiban

g arranged abong the lines ol
liwrreie, i '\...Tlrlll:.;h by Eins answier

i bov retorn fo Main Street s the profo
tvpe. This Mew Urbaniss misdel has a g

'||,l|l|'.|: fin |'=|.L' ey .'|||| W ! Il'\. AT Ar ECTEe el

hridigs EreareT wrles amd pembal raes fHcr
squane food, parking s convensently close,
ol the stores are more visidsle and thus
|.|.||I|I |'il ¢ fram o .|I-.I.|||.,-__

The U%, has had Main Streer s s
shopping and civie bocus as loog os i has
had arban enviromments, Clever develop
ilaeed

- i
i in the il ol T Vs RAVE &

LI TR RIRUIARI R L al American EXP [

i newer developments (with the nscasy

i |t evse] bble Kb decadn 1o | pitere 2 v Bani b g
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parts culled o) e create a Focued slhaop
pint waorkbd, These carly examples, liko
Howsrons Kiver Claks Shoppang Center
Sraytom Momn-Milton MoLanty with
Cilaver U Winston, 19371 or the fil smid
father b thea all, Cowniey ek Plaza

im Kansas Cery | Eslward Baehier I"l'l'h..
1522}, have a doscrere mixed-usc pres
=E Of ||'||' TR bk g _||-|.|.-_._ i ||||:|‘||l.

i ||-'\.|.'|||_l|.||l-h|'.| of "plavhul™ R ks erian
environment belowe, The curreni Lifestyle
L.onier i I.II”!. r|'|'.||.|I1:|! from rI'II.' i |-'|'I|
sNOpRHg yenues v iy e = ale; s

ETTANMRENL, sl

[F[RlTS ||-_' iy ikl ey 1||_ BT
restanranis {buor few wilioran services
hike dry cleaners); amd the mdreased pres
gince al ifiafe vl L FEF LA

".-. thee Ulrhan Land Instiiute naoie iy
the aled and nesw approaches both exhibs
“the art, scaemor, and bussness of place
mmakeig.” These are ik T ] wiiie s el
i vierthiehess weain e INEPAET RIN lnistars

of place, = 1 he tpen-air design i noemally

dotted with fountams and benches. Ther

g ||\.|||||l| I ||'\-|| SETVRYT TCREELrAnTs aed

widiale-y

wlly Psiskstores, T he |".I"|\.I|I|.'
spaces are often rght by the stores and

the alToAEient seCims. 3 ik I alsasis

fa(enterri

LI el P

1
iriaberiee A% i 1w it retanl .

[hiess: = imvenned places™ want (o

creace A sense o hintory thay wall lank

the civic and shaspping experwroe bo the
LAFitef Fofpi ||:.-\, -\.|:-|||'-|'\l\.-|'\..I £ W RS
sre shaped Iy where they park, how they
witlk

b the stores

i wihat they see o order o ot
Fhas =, i essenoe, The

foale ol ||I.| -_|-_"..|||||_l|_'| .|||..| |_||'I-|||;_I| [ 1
il

iv in this parmership weth mational retad

l.||.'_|'. there are limats oo theeie creativy

ers (with thexr foarmadas for suceess) and
the Bedse apents iwho ksow how big to
wirilsl the boxes and where 1o |'\'|.I..: them
bor mascimnem = painch ™ |

lis Ervate 4 Crvic Center appearing i
|l\..n-|' '|'\.|:|F |'||.L' decades ol divi :|||ll'|| 14] 4
wheere each ang every |II|||||II|'.: has a alaf
tereut Presensas, I|:| e TR I\.II.II-‘- i oa
panoply ol stage set styles framamg thi
i ||_||' LT alks rluar Jurrek e stiires
I hee archsiecis” de Sljns Pwdirs, an FEICILL 6
rlaiting, sthedt furmatiane, st lighiring,
waler features, |'I'|"|.'l\.| BSOS T
CARNTE, PECCinTs, Wil compliorT ilale |'\l|.I. &4
st wanch peopl

Aboig these = Mam Strects ™ the retasl

e, ledse Apriit, anc develnser wans liss

il COnyEne e |""l"|“H| ||1|'\1 il Bor

imypeirlse blaying o quack in-and-out mmps,
The wedth od the ssreets should allow for
I||_-hr .|||.,| sieavs gl sl s B 1o W l-\.‘l-'

Tl ['-I|'|.||I|.||.' N '-|1|||'\l|'\l-|'l CIMeTErEe Froas o

sfodfe Trom seeing sorn rh|||.: ol inferest an
the store window acroas the stroet

Revent exercses. that are hebd uge as
misleds []iT5 '..||-||'|'-||1|'_ Buiness ane SMiann
Lakes (Dover, Kohl & FParmmers, 19950 [The
Copomiv i A | ElkusManbiec Archiniecs,
Laad.. wirh 1 _|||-\.;|J.||n Wilsonin Archieciur
Planming, 20021 The Marker U o,
Clarendon in Arlsmgion, Virgeaa {Aenin
Wovech + Associates, with MeCatfery
Ineereses, 19985 Ciry Mlace im0 Wesa 1%
Beach | Elkaue'Mantredi Aechiteces, Lid.,
with PMallachiom Lompany, 2000 aid
Kentlands Market Sguare in Ganhershang
Starviansl

Becarry Caonmigniinics, 2

These enthier inclside earTs a5l edider CIvie
CEMBETS (30 Ty D recreste i a hew months
o copstractioin thie imdss ol Bailbding % fHs
AL £ l\.llll\.l_._: aver EEeralions. N ine past

Whar these digrngrs gorually look and feel
ltke—therr unigue “wnse of place "—is all

[earT i Thr |_|.'I1|H'||'.',|' |-_|.. LLRT thar & % |

il -..'|-'\-|':|..'|'\-I -||'|'I\.-|
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Housien 1s Late To The Game

L Fd Walke (RS il the Lilesvle
Cerster and, in parmicular, its newer iown
centerdlam Street armature, biest evolved
im places where density of the subairbs—
like Washingron, DC s, in Virginie—
demmanidad ir. Uher rewon s lae, as MNick
Hernandes mobes, not only because of the
subnirhan consmer’s negative percepien
il year-doumnd ise ol open JF crivira-
macns in Houson, bt also (of greaner
importange ) becawse the natonal rerailers
dad po think this region was sophisticated
emoagh for the Litestvle Center. The local
leasimg ageots i the past were it able to
imake the case that the region’s costomers
wionll support the needed scile af high
end retail 1o make the ERpenisve sireer
{agades anad pedestrian enveronment pay
for themselves, Thar has novwe changed.

The affluent demographic explosion
i west Harns and Forr Bend counties is
thie catalvsr tor these cemters” imtrod scting
The sl evisbving 32-acre Sugar Lansl
Town Center at Faest Colony and the
wsneie-commence LaCenterra ar O
Baimch are I,L'.'n'l'l branded as Libeses ||,'
Centers. Large groond floor retail blocks
anal secomd floar offices e streces wath
witle sicdewalks aml festive anil populaned
urban spaces, Sreet parking is pwmedi
ately i fropt of all the stores (48 degree
.|||g||.'-J B ot thie Fasbest furmoverl, with
My mwre parking spaces i garages had-
den el

The scale of the rrojects 15 consider
abdley b Sugar Land the mix of 390,060
spiiare feer of office space and 245 000
sqpiare fevs of wpscale reral] and restan
rants ity in 4 1 4-acre walkable down
B e iR, anid is augmented by a
Vo0-powan hull-service Mamioir Hogel and
Lamplerence Lenies, sepRiriT gl rise resi
deoces (167 wues), and Sugar Lamds pew
Ciry Flall. The MGAL-desspned ciry hall
.||i|h ErAaviEy 1k I:|'||' TEAMY r!|l|'|.| LiIviE CrAler
o this ropadly groveng momicepalicy m
Fort Bend Cousty. Dieveboping this dis
erict bs Manned Comamumnnty Des c|llp1.'r-.
Lo, (PCIN) in il.llflllr'«hll" sweith ghe ciry
o Sqgar Land. They brought togerher a
design team., s ludeng. Amibrose MoeFnany
& House Architecrs as master planmers
pmd B A Laods APC UyEneTs, I jLrorw
this muned e distract i phases, fo be
tally developed by 2008, Sugar Land's
weel wipe sales parch ia |'u.|| = Sl

lLand Town SgLATE 18 ST Land's e

&

mier retaal, dinamg, and esierianmen
destimarion. Whether it a serodl along
a oobblestane walkway, ar a prime spa
mear the coscadang landmark Iowmram,
Supar Land Town Square affers a shop
ping expenence hke no othee. Enpoy
inidside Jrlllru:. ~iIII|I|I:I||'_ At ETdETLANn
ing in an armaphere of a bristhng Mam
Sereet. Enfory all thad life Bbas fo affer..
mudulge ra phe migueness of Swgar Lo
T Sqmsere [emphases mine],”
LaCenterra ot Cincn Banch is
anither green-leeld, muls- phased
developmcent, desipned by Hirnes
Architects in panmership with develisper
Vista Eqpuaties, property manager Visia
Management Lasmpany, amd leasing
agent Page Pareacrs. The adverioe
iments Ml the new development as
“an ammractive Dbeavle center catermg
i the l'uln:rul'nu.:p. ok lation grovsth
ocourring m far west Howsto... where
lmimie prices range frnoem 2000, 00 e
prver 51,000,000, LaCenierra ar O
Ranch will be a place where lakes take
cemter stage o three distimetove restai-
rants nesled among ofHees amd retail
shaovpw ddesepmed oo produce o I'q_'\ih-\.
triani-frienaly shappang expenence in a
towi-cenber environnsent,” However,
thi idesign imiratmmns and challenges
wre rypecal of sraming a wwn Cemer
fromn scracch, Moies Perer Merwin, bor
merly ol Hermses Archirecos and oo
ar Giensler, the develaper somght proc
edemes for this kind o -.llllfl[ll.luf B[R
ence, such as Kierland Commans in
oo, Aneona (Woadbine Soutbaes
Corporation swith Herberger Intercans,
195900, = The best approach o oo ler the
market work unfeitersd,” savs Merwin
*The desien emphasiees a shed” wah a
arrong wdenniry oo the auesede bur flex
hiligy wathin, allowmnmg rhe rerailess com
plete frcedom mside—ana the creanon
Gk oy amenics i AEfiniig ilew iyl

.|'|l|IIJd| L L !!.||_' ML ||"\.-|'| inf 1i||' r"'-l.'-ll"l-

CIlE 6%

irfain.” By imbeit thas slape el halanoey

the “rrade dress™ wirhin the grouns bossr
iehe reghr-sized retail space), wirch the dit
ferentiaied building Rocks that allow for
wvisinal sterest aml external branding o
diverse teranti. Often the signage and
wayimding mseth, while of hgh qualinry,
mundated by the local commuoniry waan
dards to be low-keyv, LaCenterra had v i
it the compechonsive desygn aml plannimg
standards ol the Lerger Cinen Ranch coms
munity, To add an additponal avic compo
nent, the Hermes Archateces team worked
with the developer 1o include a secomd
Woiir ballvoom ol chisck tovwer vinille
it Ehe plaine

It shiwsudd veowt b saprprosang thai
|.|1||I|'||'r e |.|.|r-.!'| ||_' L_erifce 1% i I!u:
Wimniblansbs, srvell o |'i|.|I||I:|.| TS il
compmminmeries wirh atftluens and sk
demographici. The planncd develop
ment hay 3 daverse - acre downtermm
Tovwn Cepier, o concepd managed by a
dasignated Improvement Dasaricr sathan
The Wemsllands Developasent Compamy

|l'|1| Mol 'u.|||| FiWAre ||'\.|r| LU h |:|||||||||

WINTER FO0S

1

Lmrfry Tuleers fropet)

iy U pe®ark Pegds

square bect ol cowtnmercial and retail
Pumenesses, anld mone than 2,000 el
FEHIETEY [IHIIHF_!' r|‘||.' |||u|.|1 LEReT rikes ||I.|
Waterway, a 1.25-mike bong linear park
angl eranspaortation corridor that lmks the
hissanesses, shopping, diuing, urban living,
anal ETICTLARMEMCHE VEflies, 'ﬁ.'|rh||| lhl' l|||-|l|.||.
Center Improvernent District |less than a
mile away froim each other actually) are
buath a sivcessiul and growing Woodlancds
Slall anid the mew Libestvle Cenger callied
Mlarker Stever, The WisElangds

Mot as one of the coumtry's mosd
recond wind potentially most siscoesahil
by retail I\..|.||,-'.| -.h|||,II,I|||:q It|||q,||'|-._ "..'.II'L.'I
Street s manira s " Amenca’s Homestiown
e as a Dhowntonn.™ Developed by
lrademark Froperies, with reail leasing
|||.II|,|5:|'|‘| [ET8 F'.lr.\-l' Papmers amd ol dease
management by CRRE, the 3-acne, pedes
trian friendly sife contains oaver 496,000
spire fect of now development. An HER
anchesrs ore |_I!||i wiith ||.||;|I-i il el
ot the other. These are the ravo utilitarian
“drams o hrimg peaople o Marke) Sereet

every elay
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ent stprted over fodir

The diewe I|||
vears ago with tours of other negpmsns
sucocwbul Lifestyle Centers, and an ine
fal clarreoe by TWIH, and s Tiswn

Center Improvement Dsinicr, the desel

opet, the lease agents, and the desigis
team o Dievelispment [hesn Caroup
IRV b ol Maxlunr

L, | bt ..||.'|.|'|||‘|'\-|'1'~
Chawse this aig-ed-tovm ket na doabt
tor thelr considerable national expen
cie, The Wisisdlancds reamas abw came
i with & 510 madllion tax abavemend
thar they hoped wouldd pmh the projec
forward. The utility and roadway mfra
sEFaTures A well as 1404 |.|~,'.||| iml amd

siintaldy Erndiowed wrhan w[EhLEh (L LA

INE The ri'.:‘u.l.'-c-\.! Wikdlandds model | had
to e i place before mame tenanis were

-\..|:1|.H| Ui H‘w 8, il b these i |l|||

wursds Al e sraops theis kand ol ol 1:||||_'\I

. i |
ment earky in the process the alxate

ment made the difference lere, and laad

||||' LT ai b fapr wlisr soeme in the
business say is the besa III"H.II.'_!I .|I|.I|:I'. NET
s in @ Libestyle Ceifer

Fhe propect was inemally maseer

el by D, winh Ceemader™ Dhallas

ol
pisd Fhisssgon offices as i wincTeon archs
fect. Known for his historscally armuned
i semabve designa with Rarey Mooie,
|".|.|:| |‘|||||1-|_"-'|_-1 ol rh:- |!||||I-1-\.-|| Lienslee
olffie was later pped to create thes
Sain Sereet facades, As Homever noties,
o architectural aspects were carried
[ [RIR" Ilr..| LR thee bmigal charrerre by
deseloper mandate: First, tor the maost
part the Tuildings are Bwo stones gll,
werth mwass retan] ar privend bevel and
ol boes anad Al desssional services above =
s, sinde The Woodlands & a now
planned commmmity, the archibectioral
sIfeek presenee u...l-.|':|! refer to a histors A
|'-'I|'| 1% BEEETR, Slain Street

Within the comfmes of these govern
ing principles, the gade architectuare
lian sanific |r|r|,'r|'|| I il FRASAAINE SiReOET
g she 1y 1% al |l|.|'| il I.|r-,'_-: 7} abee P I tail
spvices helosy and smaller fenant sinies
ahowe, The bualdimes that line the central

LN HE .|.'|||' i vamed S lirectursl

al% ||"\-|I dr VLTS an an I|l||._'. toi Thae idlid
Main Street reality of ditferene buikbing
il alafferent vintagcs haveme Jdillesem
A leectural sivlies. Homevee's de IR
af the snrth row's massmg and Fagades,
which howse the malt-screen soconsl
Howor theaarer complex., in Face treed 1o
b 'ai"l'l.llll ally rrue o hosrorie Flisissgon
details, propaosrtions, and moaterials, ramg
v Frowm Victona e At Dieca, “In dieal
g WHIE & |.I.|||-|||'|“ |r'u I|'|'.|r|'r I|..|.|-|.' thie
\|||1-.|Ir||.'¢'|| Foley's was the conge |II||.I:
mesidel,” Homever says

Having scen & mamber of thes
.,||'|..'||l;l'|'.'|l:'\_ "'ul_fl. “l. ||1.|'|..||'..' il |'1|'_-\.
PFarmners potes Marker soreet’s ome-ol-a
kol stus on sireet amcibies, Uhe foun

FIL ] |II.| | |'||.I'|.| _IF"I' I'I|I|:I il sTiect adt,

N Eree O itral ST, T d srevs
slelewalk PAVINE Ar thie oenter of tha
oot 1% the eovs gestune: IE s a Laerty
sl [ LY LE TR r||||;.,-\.| v 1he '\.|'\-|||l-.
il II.q..IIII"h o thie mew Maim Street
whsch regularly hosts oofdoor jaz
coicerts as @ smaller compiierpaart 1o the
[ '|'.IIL|".I "|'|:IIIhIl-\. |'.|.l\. .|.|||1 -,l-\.'\-u. it ehe ponsd
msose takamgg o pagee foom the
Mew Lirbanist manifesio, the Brochone
for Mlarker Sereet savs 8 all: ® Marker
SWeroe! s :li ACK I\.l|.|'||'||' '\..||-~|'|".|||'__ -\.|||||||'.'_
FIVETT IR, Progirmme el community
evients, and elebratumis oome together

lis create a oine-ob-a-Emid |II|" I CRYIrEsl-

ificl * Imrerestingg tish i the :'ﬁ‘|_1| ks

Sereet koo, e & the smmianure imape

il Mool Howsever's vared facades on

{hic '\..l.||||| l.lq_lq.' iif ||l-\.' i o ||'||' |.LI||.||
srchirecture of an imvenied Maim Sreet
s become the symbaod of Admenica’s
new ol tnvented hometown, symbal

cally flnarene on lertechead, @

Nedes
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Definitions of Shopping Environments with Houston Examples

Center

s ghibarhod
Cammumily

Regional

Supet-regeanal
Fashion/specialty
Litestyle

Power
Thema/Testival

Dhurfdel

Next Steps

' Concept

Cosreemience
General merchandise, convensnce

General merchandsse, fashaon (mall, typically enclosed|

Similai to regional cemter hul has more vasedy and
assoriment

Hipher-and. {ashion-grenled
Upscale specialty stéres; diming and entertainment in
ouldoar setimg

Catepory-deminand anchors. few small tenants

Leisure, tourist-onenbed, refadl and service

Square feet”

A0000- 150,000

\

e = =
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 Shopping center definitions

L at moee sepermarkels

Manutacturers’ ouflel stores

Inside the Loop

Will we finally
see a cosmopolitan
mixed-use district?

100.000- 350,000 £ or mose discound depariment stores. diug, home
improvemend, large specially’ discount appanel stongs

a0 O E00. 000 & ot mioee full-bine deparfment stares, junior departmen] | Meyerland, Nerthgale
sléeies, mass merchants, discound depardment shones Gultgabe, Woodlands
Fashats appansd

RO, G+ 3 or move lull-line depariment steses, jumior deparbmend * Galleria
stoens, mass merchants, fashion apparel

BIO0LO00-250, 004 Fashasn Saks Pawilon

| 50,000-500,000 . Mot wswally anchored, but may include large-format Woodiands Marked Siresl
bookslere, muttiples cinema, small depasfment stores

250,000-600,000 3 or more home-improvement stores, discount depard- | Best Boy, Walmart, Sam's,
menl sloces, warehouse chubs, oll-pnce stones Target anywhese

BO,000-250,000 Restaurants, entestainment Kemah

50,000 400,000 LTS Conme, Sealy

"SF Including ancharn

Mosi of Housion's mew Lilestye Cenlers have
beeii swburban raw land propects. Buf whal
shoul 1k dese oiban ooee? Can Haesbon copy
thie muny exsmples from acress the ooundry
where densily of wealth almady eosks in &n
oiban srea of mass traenss and Bagher land
EoS1% " Hagrsbon 15 abaud Bo Tand oul. Free uitan
Lifestyle Cenier penjects chose fo or within Loap
&10 ase on the drafting boards wadling foe khe
righd lenand i, Ehe Rill lend scquisdion or
optiong, and invesimenl in 1he sEsded &l
strecture. All are scrambling for the relgil Enehee
fenanis. Every ons s 2 mied-use piojecd, denser
than mow Houston precincts, wilk a mimimam
o two slores of olices stacked on lop of ground
Hoor setal. Holels and residential howers, con
dard. of apaftmants are key fo making the devel-
opmsa] pay the dheap ground and mrasbeciune
coids. Parking sfrategees wse both below grade

and stacked approaches, the lakter in mulfi-story
bl hidden structupes. Al leasd fwo may have
destinet mass trassd pessitnhiting

Wt of the G10 Loop bl wiltsn Bellwaey 8
15 (e former Tews and Cowndry Mall. To be called
The City Cenler, {ke project & under development
by Midweay Development workiag widh Gensles,
willi lease agents Page Partnerd, The second, &t
the comer of Post Oak aned Sam Felipe strebching
south bo Ambassador Way, 15 the 23-acre sile
{or Boulevand Pisce, devedsped by Wulle & Co
izee “Retad Resurection,” page 13], The third
k5 siw acres on Westheimer jusi mgide the Loop
G10. Thes wll e Trademark Propedies” second
Haurshon Lilestyle Cenler, alier 1B sucoess-
fiel Market Strest, The Wosdiands. The current
HESD Headguarters and Will Regers Elemeniany
Scheal site mill hidd the fourth ellod, & Trammel
Crow ueham Lilestyle Cember project in design

by Gensler, which wll have retall, theated, and
residential components. Finally, the Upper Kirty
Dugtrict has & developer lookiag ba infill redail
and residential (o Shiwlching soufh from the
poiner ol Wesibeimer and Kirby.

All of these multi-milbon dollar cemters will
target Houslon's affluent shappers. Thes SUY
culture wilch Eravels fariber 1o woilks'schodl and
has ket bime to engape in discrefionary shapping
aned pEIMERS Civel EI"{_!HE‘I’HEM 15 @ chasien e
for relaifers. The economic segrogation of fa
population, hirsd appareni in Ehe characier of our
residential comminilses, might become all the
more apparent in fhese new !I.Tl':l'ﬂ[lll'lﬂ habify and
emurpnmends. Aller all, the locus iS on contemp-
b, nol orac. Mla, a4 the cefrlel ol 1he Amiican
inFwerse. What we Diry &nd, mee, whirs we biry if,
dofines us Raves [ Tepdor
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Wal-Mart meets Architect
A Powerful Owner Drives Design Process Change

MOST ARCHITECTS LOGK AT & WAL-MART AND SEE ONLY THE “B16 BOX"™ of “liw-voss reral,”

i industry sepimcid fRat loig A abiamabomed the se o desqp-ofietitod architeves

S eomistroctenn owners” bk a1 the saeme baialdsng they see the vala

Hiosiewed, wheii
nhe hi i by aile lsid almawsg o null et i
INEIEFCIT 610 TEy JESTISCTICAINY saimpes P AWl PR TIELLY REFlecT MTuctan i RITLETTE

p
that is berme continually improved amd replicated throwghour the waoerld

Moy E. Kedl, Clierd Serpaces Masgper Jor BYW latermatnusyl, recereed M ]
modifying the AYE e oy aoeaiier progect, The Clpaer Dag aesigmed o regoosad coedl
preprmeer and prrnamerlal comgieltent Go porl weile BXW The e burs hoen splicted;

v {leissaer dp foded s Fespini Fativie fars Tl cdincly afarers, CramsdiaieFioar o oo @it

sl b commpaledte o bess By 3 gk 1 mecersaryy By cam Be ety i Ropers

Wal-Man has booome the leading retal company m the waorkld Lirgely bocaose i
understands TR The retail miane ises thess PrEOERses b sETve almost |81 mrilliosn
|'l.|l|'¢||' woeekly i miore chan 45000 Wal-Mart Stores and Supercenvrers, natsomally amd
imtermateiwally, Long the silbyect ol basiness schood cawe stihies, the chain Ras canebinlly
desipned ansd contimually mmproves apon s supply cham management, disnbsuron, and
precng, Wal-Aarn Kndos haww 1o sy s wlastomers By dievelogan PICESsEs sind Faculi
Eiew tluat |-|.-.-\. |':|-.!|..I-| im Pevent o Clee customes &t The !|'.:= L} |'-|.|-\.'\.. Tha ||._|.I e, and
the night prce. The Wal-MMart stores=—=the wites, the burcdings, the hxtores—ane detaiied
Fespomsey By conigiciny pecds, Wal-var w a ...|'\-|'\-|-\.I|., itod coEsELTiICt it oMW EICE, appiveng

H& i feFinias Foaf ||I'I|'h|. FiflE fRriwdbEcDs Fo I|'-| -_|. |.|'|-l|"'|'.I g ol the Wal-Mar st . d

cal commpoment af s bissaness ran
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BY BARBARA WHITE

BRYSON

Dwenty years aga, "Wal-Marr lonew what it wanied from afrchitects but just coiildn’e
pet i, The retailer wanted gualicy, utilitanan sores defivered guickly for a price tha
matic el afs Bemincss |1|_|_|'|_ A cofinon Fesfsintine Iinih |r.\_|||I.'.LI\. il COITACENTE WaN

I|..|‘: I|||l\. WAN MM s |'|||' |I il l\.l\..ll'\-lr-'! afli wliry I‘llllllllll,:'\- L]itis Ll.. Wl Mart would have

oy JiWE A Prige

It i wanted a bw ricE, il v sl have o
Wal-Mlmrt refused o

roct thar was ready For |_|1_|||.:|_'

give up schexlude or qaality
sooept that sartdated industry premise s they sougneg out an il
[They foamic] Bah Workman of BSW' Intermational

Frarey Hrupfeit, Pr

Jerpper dagd Clsprge Tegm Manager for BYW Tmieraafios],

e, e L T S T |||lu|I T _||_| FRITA F i RAT -_I'I.'.. r'-\.|'l| it '|: e fesr Fia I il iffn Fleag |."|.|I'

PO of O v Blag [rre el i { dlvena Blraf wesaield D i ||||iII|'|.I it deb 3P PR

diricwn, This prrocess Befps e ammredietely wlertfy N
[N TRTET

TR T At ot e Pomie. TIeid eved anformailion i forresirded o e cleeml Jurr

TANANEE fFLE & Cirariges

corpleted based sur a pre-determnred hung sae fee amd wrdual oliamg
|

'.'I"I.I W fadaeifd mineil |rl.|..lr'|'|". Fr R TR Fo. Tncawerad yafacawi, I |.'.I'!.'| LY L R |'l.'.'..| 1aF

reicbed electromielly dwd flhpn farpseed el fafix iy

Wt boman saw the s bl nfies; There are thiowsamsds of ool PIOpECTS |

RAVE, TE ST PEOROCTS |||||||.~'|||| e Arclrecriensd Kecosd, | looked a8 the retmil waorld,

nelciengees

wihsch wan r AFNRACL WA itk
What (8, ar

srchitect comamunity imethcenoes, and lofs ol

AN TIRINEREA that enveronment, we focused on what we dul i the design
It cowald have 4 %

[T, ||-_.r ||I||. I'l||:l [t is]l el il i wedsld IbRALT oleeivs

bty 1o apnEYL !|.|'|: TR e AT ST

il I||-:||'_ W

CITE &3
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e i |l e ks

*Years agn,” he comtinaed, =1 wondered whar woald b appet o an hitece™s epin
werers T eertimg dm the wav ol having more of an eitect an the woarld
i Bk (Rlgit s Rl EL mobody etse was interested m

Wards

o, dirven by cleanly detived owilieT K RO LAR MO, Proveded an OppOctunEy o e

Wl Marms, gas starwms, Montgiomery

whiere move vanahles could be contiolled.® These smaple =low-desgn™ o)
L et i livicew [Fis RS
Pl Wi ks |'..||_| siuglicd [y TR thie Famiois PNTEAS CRIEINCTT Wl &l |I|:|'|I

lapancse princepdes to the Linoed Stages, Workman strove (o naderstana how Fhese

pr mciples. cold e ||||1|-... s i arcRiectural dissign industry, a service imdasery il

1l of 4 = Lern

COmAEE Y A00rpEs 10 RO A% 3 standard rather than the Biem i e

Tiefegt Mrogess

Ty S

- Carsipb Miliesdeador for BSW Istermaiimdl, revieand e T g

(v riRd e Dral feaed fiper fakpen fo bl focal dadlaliee o freagd, IF coversd ey

el of the propect, clargivimy grery potenfial grey ares ocluslng prabdnicd o

resfrrcfinms pivd fa flarre el

|.=| Iminig |-|_|.-\..: L |-||;|| valse omy enformateen that s acourate o I||||"|'._ COIMTETE,; and
relevamt, = We waried by foecing the worry corve bordard im fome,” savs Workman

“lead ol kevhing dl-bmed mformatson oofme in whemeyer it sarfaoed, we prosctoely

We coliescred all char ind

|||.I-I'I:I=Iu.| '\.l.l'..|l: WA PErERECI ARPoraaEsen FETOE,, e 11 e

muadde snre he made rhen miaide

Wiorkman's ream paked Wal-Mlart

pravnt ol the decision maker 1 decini i,

Ihen the A

generdl comiractors what they needed

18] |[‘i"-."|'l.l | e

Isinns live weith 0.”
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Erautull by m e afbecivmsey (i b gl Promphype Wehillart Spee e, ey v deshers Lriro ol G S, ilarbupn

In many ways, the Wal-Mart Supercenter resembles the Model T of Henry Ford: simple, effe

asked the same queston of the bailding ofbicualbs and other key members of the process,
=Ry, did we s g o™ wavs Wioekinan, This kisos I'\.'.Il..'- eruibled BSW o fowuis o
andd measure thimgs chat matened; thimgs thar codd change what the arclntecr disl. They
dimcuinaenied stems ke bad apesthons and RFls, I they haid swo poining to the sans
mrobilom, they made a change

ol Consrrocesn Dow vrmemrs stares with the = Aiesmansion Process,

Tha [LLE T
Al 0D 20ERS, i Xdats tomanapualate the charaoenistion of the bubding. B
minrmatson s fed ovio the svstem, -.|'..|l.u||||_-: coile requiremieits, ok bodaim, amal ikl
1By didcss eEnks The drawings, then %5 Merceil codTect, Are pri-\.|||-.-|-.| emtirely by the
SELET, Il;,ul:l\. Fiar Bireal eeview |.|1|’ :|,||||-.r||u-||:

Workman obsetved that bess than 20 Pereeng of every tradimiomal EriyExT % FE ully
wpent on design. More than 800 percens ol the eflore goes o deve lop “an error felled set
il CisTanrread Ll.ll.'L|r||_'| rawinps, He waaieted to r|||- Hia b ot st so thar B0 [PCFCTTIE
il e tEne i ..||. ..|:-...|I|'.| 1 alx i ||-r |.|.|‘| e b FURA RN A% |I-.|-.,|| iHl I|||' ProeEss A%

e cosulbifl dst of the single projece ingo an overall program, He Boosd and congralled
ereryihing possible from cash registers o contracts. MNinety-five percent of every projeca
hecame gutomates] or standardieed. Sevemty-live percent of the project drawings weee

Feislil, CoiniEng: seranhe Frosn 1 [LLEEIEEIR Y iy

Wary paills Wy defanled sedunemfnnl i fecklind for prrosiect [Ercwlicitoir foaefermmne
ekl aheps. Soinee oF o Tharadav, wbe also clhecks fir forvele i clrdneds il iy

tpre In L AL R RT o ..rurlnll; e pas .'1'|"| Rl i Frcragsteir il PiFastey I I Rif .|'I.'|’ Hlw
e, Tl

ey, Moery bas mo jrroabiiem deferanmpeg o I rocess inas erw

aet] e fivied

It wus an % Tl thei |".||.| il "Woarknwan |||'||'~|'-,| make Wal ".|.|'I 15 TR e fual

by provideng designa, an comparatvely hagh spesd, groing Wal-Nart an even masre ol
effective place 1o conduct thesr business, While perleciing the protosype, the archa

reat weak able o debiver stores thar are sale, well b, arreacrive, clean. asd lexibile,
"'||u||rrul'||1]1_ Woal-Mary disesn wanpe o 1r||Fl ||!||'I|.' :".1-c-l|' (T |'|r'r||_ rhe TEiLTEL :||'|.|l||'i' s
faken advantage of the extemdesd mme available to hogus on design. A the behesy of s
mweiehibors, Wal-Slart T .J.--.._-i.-.|--_.| i increased understanding of the mpact thar i
stores have on commuminios, and so the retailer o challeoging, BSW amd a selecr groap

ol other architects 1o |||".|'-.|-r\I |_||'-«.||'_||1. thar reblecy liscal .|.||_|-'|II-:.. meral mevils .I||-,| [BE11%."

Apeccheally responsive designs have been generaned for ansgoee communrtes like Avon,
Coboraddo: Woodland Park, Colorads and Belmom, MNorth Caroling. = Wal-Mart contin
Tl |\- I Brear |i4|'|1|." '|:'||I|'L||||II [ ] T “'\..'l. A W l|||r|l_-| :-'-.'1'1r||_ P fhices |||:'. -
||||'H - il e imjEniy e =

Receni meda arteniion Focuied on Wal-Mart widscates the super seintler may e
imbitg, the BA0 percent dessgn e to sddress marker and envirommental changes as well

L |
11

W hetl vanii fMave 4 hie |.r|'| =l|':|-|~,| ||_'I,|.| ..||'||'...':ll |lr|lJ'.l|I.|'-g_ Wikl AR A (LA

A September 17, 2005, articke in the Wall Siweer Tosierraa! savs, “In early lone. Wal-Man
opcied a profobype supercenter in Rogers, Arkansas, that amets the new [more well
rounded incoime bevel] demographac. Among the changes: waler assdes, miock hardwionnd
I|.|.|r-._ Bifil -_L-\. |I5_'|'.I-. 5 'll.| .'l.|.|!I 1% .||'\.|| el rhe |'r|'.-c'||||_'||' (15] I|'.r Ared il wilsELin
abde desipn, T "||.'|.l|!|'||!|'-c M igtober 20005 Temas Architect teatores the © Eco-Freemadly
Desagn”™ of the new supercenter m Mekinney, [exans, a profotype store endunced By

e than *2% envirenmentally foosed experiments,®

e frnnd merchandizing plan arrees 60 dlys praor B0 e onmer faking possesshon
fior. dins is

il K poeogecd frome e comira ihoae pame ® o, nabher, “stvess finre,

rrafinatung fe pmpurcts, detemminning requrired clariepes avd pertmg the ol

e o

ive, and built by a process still in its infancy.

e comfrachor, Trney thrafilell ke
bichty

troans

s Hharr Wil Miert paalioes s et of the frrciis

Theew Iaapse fov B alife o -ul',.lr.'.' Hrg iriferear of Pl gfore do meel crrrenl Fefnil

Thers im B Boearr? oof Biredr MoAss CoemhoREZaEIGR PIrosrss

Locirding to Bob Workman, this is only the begpnning of experimcntammon {o
|'."|1|:|. |||||'rJ|.|.I|||.'|.|| ||| Pl aiy -.|||||||_'|'. rh.|| thiese SIOME O CsRce O enth INCE Sy Em
pesthetics as well ax hmction. As be seex i, the 'Wal-Mart store pijects are & the
“lirst dre™ of experomentation, Aier mastering these processes and refining these ponls
i the borw-cost reradl enviconment, BSW was ready to mose up o the nese are, o
PO eCs POQUIRIRE MW sSnsifye .||I.,| LITAELY T |‘||"\.:|.Ll| ||| L[5l s I|!||_' i |I|I|'.,I I'..'||'\. ilreads
incorpofated these processes inbo the next arc, aking om hotels | Marnottl, restasmants

Applebee’s) aiwd a wide varscty of other cleents. He believes it s onby a macter of tios
{inind reseairch | ||||I|.I ||.. il |.||r|||. iy af tlaese “mibds Clrkboimiieatpn [rOCesscy [
BRI LS eho e Al I||. FiaRE |||'|||.|.|||!|'I:.-_ lewvels o |||'l-:|l_||

S0 muach aboor creating baaldings can e examined, perfected, and duplcated, over
and orver apdain. Most owmers are senal balders, havime preggrains of mesre than ai
bailding. Most projeces have vast similarites i loundation, serucoone, and systenas
*riw e |'\-|,:-|‘|ll||'I I|||..| |.||"\.|F_II ca all b rovared our of the mshividaal PrOEEl @Iy
et o b Fovused on and miproved, Each rottion and subsegoent inpprovement s an
opportimney 1o change, to inprove, o be sspered.

|II'..'. CH LT |"| endntined Ly ..II.In'.l' i fae "Ir||'lll-' Feel (Al gl ] M s the 'al.llili'lllal
frme of earcle of Bl faeeaidv-faen REDS fronr ibe feropect. 1% petfng barder aod barder

1l £ dladvys fan .'.'||'.\_|I ircalar e rlr.|||||||'|!l| I p b j._r.\.ll_l r;.;..'.|' [T PR TP Rl g TRT L] .||-|'_|-|r_-_. A

wirly of fihile ewier fo ol dopis, Bt Treey siill | 5 ol the data om eery o,
ik o dictectioe, segeclume e fee nllain, Ewreba! Tiat meg cosmeection defan] miovads
soirere nenark. . Yosr gl b deat vou fonk for

L5 .\_|‘|||||l|.||||l_ Eiy .‘|'.1! wirly ProREss |||'||1|||F_.||.|.I||'\. Tulk) -.|r||| e a -.|||||-||_' I l|.; e f

Ih.lll'll.i"\_ deemils, .|IIu|‘ ||j|'J'\. an .|h,!'||lf|.| comilld bedoane 3 mangertil servace |'-r||'|1|i|'r d%
well av g crafiuiman, an arhist, and, mosi anpoctantly, a 2 e cenfun probesional. As
Wiorkman stares, ™ Just ksok ot the level of dewipgn thar can be found in the car indastey
:”. i Comes hioaim \|||1P||,||,-m,|' (1] the PR Ean Mdioaf il L1iT pnslusiry ||||_|-c'|'\.!l\.-:'\| l:|‘||' Prie-
oot couibd they adidress wivle. Tt s the same m archdeciure, I]'-'. 1|.||||'-|"\'~||I||.'_ amd TETE[NT TN
ng the process] archinects w il be freed, They will be more creative. They will be berter
dessgnerd. They will be awere valuable o the swoeld and they wall [have the oppomanity

|-.-|' |'.r|..-|' iEl) M (¥ b -||-.|I~|I|r-. e the PR ..h_-|||.|'| VRO |"\..~.| " |'.-|||'| 'I."I.'llli._ru B Do

iTE R EuTR that doan™t excrbe s 1 |'|I1|'|, 1%, Bt bis ethores have |'_||.'.II|I|'\.! AT TA T
information, svstenas, and tsols that can inform the entire archiectural community. He
respomkded o the meeds of & hooised commemicton owner and, ber thar, e has beeiy s
.\..'-ﬂ-\.llll I.hr- s T, |tastaen Ve, A« lansic case of = ||.I|.||.l_ ot |I ts fEsteasd ome of the nwoase
mEeresting ancas of industry exploration we have seen in dex acles

[he aupnmodnle analogy can be extonded bere, In many wavs, the Wal-Mare
Supencenter rescmbles the Model T of Henry Ford: simple., etfoctive, and Buade bw a
(RISt atill i ies end AR, ||'||'r|' 3] ||II||_' abaiy thess SIFUCTUNES thar we l.l.|I||||_| nrdsmarily
call beautiful except, possibdy, in ther eflectiveness. Bt iise can't help wondering: whm
mcredibde new forms and variations might someday grow from this new see of o
viesoi. [ ks just possshle that the most sigmibcane change coming w the deapn idusery,
1l ARG ,||I1|. ICIFTEL. 1.'.r||. [ Rk Progs]s I|1.|I_ Isw the muatiare of cher u'l1|'||'.-\. Iy, peminit

CXPErIMENIAnInN. .. progecs ke Wal-Man, m
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The Woodlands : Retrospect and Prospect

BY FREDERICK STEINER

AFTIR WATCHING POST-WAR SUBURES
'\-|1|.|-¢1.| A Toms I|L|' |,|1||,|'\-| A |_|l|r1|1|;

the 1960k, a biamalful ol |.||'1.l|'|||[|-| i,
architects, and plammers argied that
Americans could do better. Mew com-

[ EINTETE ETo I||:|| -|.|.I||-I'||-|r. -q,llulq,l e |'||||||

in harmony with natare and be open o
poapde ol all Faoes and religions. Jobs
wiiridd e chose po himmes anad all baald
ngs l.'.-r\-||||‘| e weldl |.||'I-\.I|l_lln,| |-||-: ilium
wis these planners” dnving fowce, even il
winime ol the ihaiigs ey p|.|||||-.1| el ahawr
sl rh|'|| .||.|,1||.|!'||I'.-. U F waevri .|-L|d
Their enthusiasm was fueled in g-.:rr:.._ul.n
v twos new Commiumiees that haad been
diveloped during the 196—Reton,
Viegiig, and Codiumbes. Marvlamd. Fyet
fecleral |'\-\.I-|I|.| makers :|I|.'|,.I|I||' Iney
ested, and m 197 Congress passed the
HL Tike VIE Ulelsan Grovath and BMew
Communiny Develogamen Ace, which
:h:ll.l].lﬂ:ll.l'l.l apy s i‘hl vl i slapIpsIre
if a developer met speaific social and

CHIVITCnme II|.I| Lk ||'|.


http://tt-tk-r.il




Eventually, 13 pew commuminies
were approved for loan gearantees by the
federal government under the Tale VI
program, plus an additional three funded
by a related New York State program,
Ten states were represented i all, most of
them cast of the Mississippi River. Texas,
however, had theee federally-funded
rew conmimunties—Flower Moand mear
Dallas, the 5an Anton Ranch, and The
Woodlands, All of the communitees had
amibitsois social and environmensal poals,
bt the madividoal bocuses varied, sich ax
Sl Ciny, Morth Carolina’s emphasis on
Alrican- Americams diud new-fown-d-town
mitiatives i Mew York Ciy (Roosevelt
Islamid), Mew Cirdeans | Ponchartram), and
Minoeapols |Cedar-Riverside). Like The
Wondlamds, mos of the other projeos
were in green-field sites,

Twelve of the HUD Title W11 new
tonwis defanlied on therr loans and went
bankrupt, The ome exception was The
Woodlands, sitting only a short distance
away broem the unplanned sprawl od
Haoaustion, Mow, three decades later, one
maght ask the question: Why was The
Wondlands differcni?

| have a personal nterest o the
anssaer to that apueestimii, Title VI chamged
my life. I 1971, | began working for
an wlealisne Dayton, Cthin, homebailder
maimed Dhon Higber. Huber's family was
famous For building Levisnown-hke sab-
ks, Hubser himself experimented with
aodular bilding technigees and mitned
partinerships with cliuich groups o build
homes in African-American comemismies.
I wene 1o work for him designing bro-
chures for his housing projects and faking
preturey afl 5,000 acres aof follimg Ohao
farmland norbavest of Dayveon. 18 was an
this lanad that Huber dreamed of building
i MEW CUITFNEETY

Hie decialed por pursiee & Teele YU gran
anal bired & crusty Harvard MLA pamed
Gierven Rohrbach nis bead the effore. Since
I kivew the 50N acres well, Rohrbach
appaanted me his admimiserative assistant,
O of my jobs was o give the prospec-
tve master planners we interviewed a tour
ol the property. & banch of old codgers
fromm the Archivecry Collaborative caone
fromn Cambridige: Hisdkeo Sacaks and S
Prawson abse flese m from Masocluserm.
The Semonds bowtlers, inlm and l"hﬂq'l..
traveled brom Pashargh, Gy (ihata and
Beil Forterfield arrived From Se. Lass,
And then there was 00, Jack Mischell and

his Ovmniplan colleagues from Houson.
Oine afternoon, while 1 was driving Harry
and Ben Weese around in my VW bug,
we intermupted a pair of maked hippics
a cornficdd,

“Don't see thar m Chocagn,™ Harry
Weese observed,

What made The Weoisdlands dif-
ferent? The shorr anvwer s f.rl.'l,rrj.;,r [ 14
Minchell, lan L. MaHarg, and Houston,

Huber was 3 Pavoon hoenebuikler,
Gieorge Mischell a Texas oidman, The dif-
fevence i the kevel of capieal theey could
apply was sulstannal, Hulbsere's goals were
bisfry, bt his expenicnce groanded in
local homebuilding, Minchell wasn't con-
serained by prior development expernience
and folbowed the lead of his consultants,
most poatably thar of lan McHarg, best
kmirwm for his book Desger werh Natuee
and lds advocacy of the use of ecology
wn design and planning. And, of course,
Houston was growing in the 1970, while
Thayion was rhot,

In the mid-1970% || entered the
University of Pennsylvania o study with
MeHarg. By this time, planming for The
Waoosdlands was well underway, and it was
already beang recognuecd s the most suc-
cesaluil al ghe Title VI new commimizees.
The Waddlands is aften touted as one of
the mast complete and comprehensive
examples of McHang's ecological plan.
mang mecthad.” b facr, MeHarg haimseli
repeateddly made this claim in his ks
A Dueest for Life and Too Heal bhe Esetly;
Selected Writings of ke MeHarg, (Having
MeHarg on boand, however, was fod msell
a puarsnter of sucoess, Wich his Wallace,
MeHarg, Robents, mid Todd colleagues,
he helped propose pao Title VI new com-
manities, The Pomchartrain new-town-in-
rowi i New Orleans mever even received
HUL approval, Cnly The Woodlands
prevared, b Sull, voe wonders how miuch
af the positive cemmensany was Bype,
and just how successtul The Wissllands
froi Il.h'la.g.'"\. perspeciivie,

Design with Nature and Money

Ann Forsyth, directos of the Merropalitan
[hesign Center at the Uliawerary of
Minnesta, who i condoonsd the

miost thorough critical assessmsenis of

The Wemsdlasids i dode, dobbed o an
“ecaairh, ' By thar she meant thar

The Wooslands is greenee than other
American suburban commamities, Forsyth

CITE &5 ; WINTER 7005

divides the planning of The Wissdlands
into five phases: early ideas from the med-
1960 1o 1970 coolopical design and the
Columbia contingent, 1970 o 1974; Title
VIl in operation, 1975 to 1983; com-
mammaty badding, 195 o 1997 and pesa-
Mirchedl growth singe 1997, Former CEO
e The Wosllands Operating Company
Roger Galatas' less crivical ®inside story™
presents a sbmilar nme lne"

Licorge Mirchell was born in
Galveston in 1919 o Greck immigram
parents, He majored in petrobowm eng
neering with an emphasis in geology ar
Tesan ABM, andd sber praduation wemt
fo work for the Stanolmd O and Gas
Company [mow Amoco] before spend-
i, World War I in the Army Corps of
Enginecrs, Falliawing the war he wene inin
the ol drilling business with his brother.
Therr successful ventore evenially
became Miachel] Energy & Development
Corp. Then i the carly 196k George
Mirchell began to experiment in Land
developrment oy a way to diversity the
energy busimess,

In 1964 Mitchell pairchased 50,000
scres of Lind north of Howston awned by
the Grogan-Cochran Lumber Company;
2RO geres of this purchase became
the seed of what became a 27,000-scre
NEw Comminity.

Mot Tiabe VI new commuamitees
were in the 5000 po BUOOD acre range,
bur the expansive acreage pat cogether by
Minchell signaled the scope of his amba-
o MHechell comslted several Houmenon
area architects and planmers, hiring
Ralserr Harshield away from one of those
irroee—{"R5% A Peimi graduaie, Hariifield
mtroduced Miechell tio Mﬂ'hq.:"l ngn
ettle Mopharre, Mlinchell alvs waughe aui the
advicr of James Rouse, whi lad devel-
oped Columbas, Maryland, and lacer hired
several people who had worked for Rowse
o that pivioeal new town. [n her weiting,
Ann Forsyth has illserated the similarinies
between Mischell and Rouse, such as their
|'n.|.'||||m dsimenen Jlﬂ.d ﬂﬂlr ciEmmtmen
wr invvertaith cooperation and understand-
ing, a5 well as the similarinies berween
thewr resulting new towims. She abo makes
an impsrtant dsbinction, noting in her
bowik Rifoormmmg Saelnrrlicas The Flawmed
{ommnnniies of Mestme, Coderbing, amd
The WosndLandds (see review, paje 4.3) that
“House's response [0 comanunity plan-
mingg| had been 1o explore the povential
foer soweal sclence to sobve the problems of

5

city building; Mitchell, eventually, looked
o the natwral sepences and, in particular,
ecodopy as it was being trandated i
environmental planning and landsape
architecture in the lare 19605 and early
19700k CGelven Mitchells backgromd in
grology, this is nor surprising.

The first mecting between Michell
and MeHarg was tramsformative for both
min, =1 suggested 1o Mitchell that the
mist critical fuctor was cash,” McHarg
refbeored v A Chivest for Life, adding,
“Ciod srmdles, om ecoligical planners.™ O,
an Migchell eestared it in o recent inbers
whew, "Gl amiles b eonligscal platiers
when you make a profie.™’

McHarg sugzested wang the nagural
dramage system of The Woodlands size
i spructire development. Thas seould,
he noted, Belp redisce the prispeces for
flood damage. Ever the gealogist, Mischell
askesl, “All rghe, natural draimage works,
bag what does it mean w0 me?”

*First, George, it means vou'll get
S50 mallion froem HUTY and, secomal, i
will save you even more money,™ MeHarg
responded. =For mstanoe, you won's have
for bl o seorm drainage system. This
will save you 514 millson for the firse
phase aksie.™ And s MoHang converted
thie aribiman i an ecologise

Wallace, Mcllarg, Roberis, and
Toadd FEIH.'HI‘.I-E'I.I- Ei prndl.h.'r a4 e ol
four extrantdinary repons w guide the
planming ansd design of The Woodlinds.
One of these repores, an coobogical inven-
tioiy, resilied i oan ecological plan, ginde-
lisies bise sove planning, and lasd plannmg
snd design principles bor the firse phase of
develupment,

With money and ecobogy fonming
the hedrock, Mitchell’s staft and reans of
comnsultanms, which included sconomic
and markenng specalins Cladstone
Assoctates, master planner al architecrs
William Perora Associibes, and oigriests
Richard Browne Assoviares, prepared
plans and obtamed approvabs. Afrer The
Wismiblands recerved ity commuarmens froms
FICFLY by Aprl 1971, “mdrastmuciure con-
seructiion assumed a fevernh pace™ for the
L 750-pcre firse "village,™ called Girogan’s
AIL® The mew commmuniiy afficially
aopenest on Oetober 19 1974,

Through the rest of the 19706 devel-
arpaieist confinued as one-by-one the other
Tatle Wl mew compumaties lalled, During
this same period the rebanonship between
HLEY anad The Woodlands bevame an
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onesy one. For example, deagresmeni wp, and other key mstiutions such as e mortices i, well, the woodlands. Every ol The Woodbands have not been nega
pecaered over fonanea] min Iginimi, thie Cymahea Woods Sachell Pavelbinng diwl vieaar the foesiedenits o The Wonidbanads nvely attocred by Hioods
pigect dfgiiiEanon, altirmatye achion the Houstesn Advanced Besearch Cemper ire daked what vhey likie the most anad, Wikllife habiret s on auxiliary ben
el loowe- and meslernieancome hows opeaed, As a8 resali of The Woodiand soooreliig b0 Crenrge WiEchell, overy |'|I:||'||I:..|' ardas ol RAkve |||||.|._||||
. Pevoina the dithculties sath HUD Loty Ulub, with sis thiree golf omiirse, vear they respomed “thie woosls e vonpested nataral corridiers, Wagerjowl
Storchell Taced the isthier eonimmne chal il piew coinmumary Pecams esiscianed recomnscisbed "lL-_‘“l.l_.: anid his coxl turmles, angd small mammaks an |'!|||I||.|I
lemges of the decade, chael amone them withi goli leagues, lrpe stands of loblodly pines and m the mparnan areas along streams and
the Arab ol embange and the resuling In 1997, the popidanion af | he vanciated oaks, sweet gum, hickories, provand The Waosodland's lakes, Residenes
wap im Mooston™s real estmte market Wisisdllamads exceaded 50,006, Thar same tupsring mapgnasia, il svcamiore have s reporr seoing COVORes, I SPECics
Wil dbespite the sethacke. Marchells viar SMigchell sold The Wessdlands |se i pEoserved I the Tinke VI |"|.|II_ iscularly |..|||II|I-' jon changing liabaai
Wil aids [ -.l:.-|'-||||'|.l (BT RTINS ] L rpOragsmnm ard sll ik ars ssseds io g pert 1,909 aores were to be st askle ds open comglifions
sinlidieredd oo owith siabl reoreanizamon nershup of Morgan Stankey and Crescenr space. Eventually, 8,000 seres aof the tonal In 1994, M plammng stsbon
ind Fnarscia] resd justiments Rieal Estate I:-_|-_|-|||'| dof §54.3 mallion FT N acte comimiinay will become e Rigssell Clive Claus wrore ™a refrosme
I 1983, she Tieke VI sratus ol Thi The JO0H Census pecodded o e TR SR, This land inclwdes rh|_|-|-.., [k anad fave coElpue T om chee ol ol ecolosey mv | he
Woidlamds ended, directly adiecting ot 5504, Ax growth continued min the preserve land as wedl as bive private and Wissdlaials ploimang for hes master's the
thie amamond of alionlable howsing o 2% ceivtuary, thie Roowe Campany, develop-  two pabdic polil cosires, sin.' ! e wsed principles foom Lidscaps
thi mew conEmanay Ls Forvth nores. [ p R R .|'|.||||l|'._ i"""'l: il ';_" -|'~|.|.L.'|.| As anyone wha has lised en the area corsboEy b aesess The Woodlamds and
mmest asl the federally sybmidared Baowmis siaterestr o The Wiwsllands wiery g knovws, heavy rains and Flood tosiongl of lackeng. He argued that several
img was byl before 1983, ) The cham ing are a freguent oocarrends in anil ol £ eindogpical prenciphes “rhar umdr
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el 1h HasuwErim s iy Ewp Lasven Thiese cf 5%, T ||'|;.'_|II well ask stratepy called bor tarst, chie ose af nat een counterprodisctive o the achiev
cually sufered. Regardless, develigpamem whart are the prospects bor the hetere ol ral drainage sywtems to comtrol sherm ment ol Contemmpesrary ConseTyaton
m The Wondlands contmued. Soveral The Woodlands, and what will be 65 last water: wonnd, the priminaem ©leareinz of grile,™ Fisrtherimore, he nored dhar Thy

key emplovers, eiviniig Hhem Bloe s i lepaowrs Dwving iato The Wisisdlands mative voeetatra: and third, lmased s Wisind| wnmbs € W PSErAniom "Fadled to pursie
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Woodlands plan, the landscape ecodog
principhs did nor exde i 1974, when the
|'\la|| Wids :-ri_-|1.|||_'-,| || i .".|-_”.|-|:.,;_ i dadE.
Wi |I|:'|r-|'|! Ry ide the r|'|.-r|.I:n|.||'\-I|||.ir-.
cillaboration that contribuited o the devel
ot il landseape ecology, However, ha
LT |l|:|'..|.|l|||JI ||I-\. '|.|||||||.' il the .,||_'1;|||||
rrs b pance the early eonlogical planning
vimitin secims bk Anvone whao has ever
bt iEvodvesd i g Bom-germ. lar Ly il
planming projecy can atvest oo the challenge
it susimpng wWeslmm and vesessin, ©lans’
thesis remineds s thar coological seieme
ataid r\|||-||-:,;|\_|| .||"\.||_'1| LU £ rrolvr
LIS T I:I|'|.||.|l|:l-.'l'| 1F AT PHIFALE [eEW T
lopecal kmowleder o The Woaogdlands's
vmgng planoing and deupn would bave
Feen & really wmilieann snmiovation. Sill,
miy develnpment as expaisive a3 The
WisindEands las incorpasraned this mewer

wETICT OF el 0 s |1|.|||||||||;
Mew Mimorities

|'|'|'\-|l',' w B phee | P, P O LT LT \,: RASLTY AN
“whare” are W & imiEry in II"«.I'«

Ciomwersely, occording o the 2000 Crosus,

B7.58 percent of The Woodtands popala
Hu 1% “wite pon-Hlispanic, ™ S0 one
mighe well ask of the wea of racal diver-
Ty, W hach was g dream hor new forems
iharuing thee V%608 and a goal U estabs
lmhed for Tike VI commuinmes, was gver
really likely im The Wissllinds, Pre-Title
VI Colpmbiaa bas achieved s good level
af diversaty, bist then Caoliambia & locaned
i the Washingtom, [LE., repson while
he Wemsllamads s in Il"‘--'l"-. l|-.|'||_'I|' (Fi5

eraime ol [T TARAE WS a0 £

cven in the 1970

e reesarkabils Aspeit il The
Wioodlamds o this regand o chat Geomge
Aatchell apprared to be sincerely com
mitted o diversity, There were elforts not
1] dahcwinmingte 1i ||-\.'\-||'\-||1|I.; '\.|||'. B il
Pt e I|'|I|"_||l|| In the early vear 1 thie
range of housing prices was maore nglu
wvre Than m the Later years wl develop-
inenr, I .|..||.||r||||.|_ [ l\.|||'l|'|l:1|I|_|| P
ter max il housing belore wirhidrawing it
seipport foe low iocome housieyg in 1983,
s imewe Mitchell calls “vers ekt
INE |I iv the s ol the howees im0 The

Wondlands, ravher than overt dysdnm

nation thaf appears fo have limimed the
racial diversity, Althoagh it is possable g
|"||||_|J.1'H_' .,,rr||d||r|r||||||||| LRifR i |||r MET N
& 1 ER M, -.u:.,r_l.--u mily buglder hmnies

starting above S200,(8H) and custom
lsvimes it the mirlbiofs demainate The
"h.IHh.I.“HI.'a |'|.'.I| RN |||.||er. Caalatas
repors thar The Wossllands Corpaaration
currenily does noe address the hower 40
percent ol Himston's housing market.
Aicchell was mvre ouccessiul in
L IS PA LA I|.'|||.L||II|'| I.IH.I.'I"-Il'a 'I...-..llrl.l.I!.F
to Fesrwwrh, =Muchedl was aeaceed by
Riiitr's TR IFICINT W ith ireerlanh.”
!".1|r|.I||,-II .|||'n||||l: ol wearh o .I1|Il.:-i|||I 1 ]l".l.uh.
and Protestant leaiders amd brmeed
e Whismllands Rebipious Coinaemies
||I.,-|-|P-|||' veed, mosy called Inrerdaich
I his orpanizatnon dssummed many social
plaming amd social seroces responsabli
tes in the new commuminy and has over
ill beem a prisEnve hieoe Fu |'-..||I|[l|l 2
wihen & peoop of evanpelical Ulmsnans
urganiacd o Crmemoraiion for fhe
Pirsd asiviversdey of D01 that escluded
Mligsdimmis gl |:'v. LTS Intertaih helid 8 more

mclussanary ceent
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Kaeping Up Appearances

Ceeoree Mitchell exhibared conaider-
ihle devotson o The uluu‘"J.l'u:h Enf
msre than A0 years, His sas nol o get
g[8 h-l.||.|u.|- s bveimie. Calaray reports thal
Micchell sanld, =8 didn wand éor w23l The
Wonndlands, ... Jif] = & grear progect. and
| was very prowiad ab . A the tome of
the sale, Mitchell was 78 vears odd. He

piekid Ciabaras =if e had seen S0 years

el g 1T, e wiesndd niasd have sedd [The
Wil anels. Corpasration, "

||'||' 'ﬁluu]l |.|'\.|1-| Fi i (Hah 4 -,|-
fisim '..|||'||I|I J%w 1 I|_".|I|I il Ml ||-; s ||'.||_|
ership, The Woasllamads has indeed hecome
1 cusmrmumnaty, allseir g rather =opacale®
Wi |F|||1||"\1 wiEififhiae Jin -\.|'|I u.l_':'|_ ||'\..,||,||_|
i thiase b o allian dollag rige
The retail esealdlishmenes amd golf courses
indicate an aiflvom cmzenry, The commu
Ty & P fmey o MHiisrirn s iEdai AT st
pnd lmtersaare 45 have made o artrachve
fie Bosneds and indusiry, b ke, Sochiedl
ml‘.\'n.l |-|||; ":'I...n,ll,“l,ll\. LA |||| ||'\.|' lscannisn
il the AP kMl gRrersrate n il Iie

the begimming, be set g poal of prosvidmg
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cmplivment oppdrtumines for af least one
third ol pestddeiits withim the commimunny

[ his ;.:II.I: comminees, and as of 2004, teers
were MLIHD ks i The Wooodlands,
which repfesents & prvod jobe- o
halance. ™ Emplovenens near homes has

Wik il i RETS AT

feduiced the mamk

whart in the Houston metropalitan region.
Muchell ongnally expeciesd Houston 1o
piviven The Woendlamds and has been " dis-
I|l|'~|l|||r|'|‘|' thst The Wisisllands ||-~.u_||-|'|r-.
have resisted snpexamnn, However, he w
"|-|;-'1l|! * that some day soon this will
LHHTE e e

The Mew Urbanmas have renewed
pubsic and developer mmerest m new com
muanities. Howeves, they tend to ienewe
I||.L '||||.| FICAN Bi'W JismaEacies sl hi
J5sik and T8 and use earlier eras of
s planning as thesr precedental towch
siones. Beal ditfferenoes exost berween
e visicwns oof thie MNew Urabnises il
thee eardier pencration of American new
commumity planners. Theee are few frant
|ll-l-\.:l-'-- il many winding roads i The

Wioodlands, | LT s i

arly hablar ira

-

y; ot el . e bl

phy put tiggether by noted Mew Lirisanis
k ||r.||'~r||| Marer-vherk 9 the Mew
Urbanits have pasd scant amtention to [he
Woodlamds or any other Amwerscin new
oummmmeity of the 1%6i0s and 1970, The
Pl oy l'-.I~.|:|..r~. focuis ixn A LT o i l.||."\.||:_||
aesthenc tirst and place & strong, emphasis
on circulation and connectinty second. A
lrw '|'_|.|'.|'.|_' ""\-'\-u. | |h,||||-.‘.1. CVER CAPITes
il hosriliey 1o envirafnmentalism
The MNew Lrbanist developments Ehat
hase been buile thus far are maore Mew
Siibcirbarise rhan urban, They are afilisen
|'\-|'||_'_|I|'-' srhiods that have been -!lr-.l'lr.li'dr-\.l
for economic and aesthetic goals rather
thian Por enviriaameintal [ErOtect of
Sk Cujuiary

The new commenities of the 1960s
ind "k emphasized etvaronmsental
and social concerms. Lancdscape desipn
PEEY viled OVET AFCHalECTIET | drsspin Im
e Wosnklanals, rransportation systems
may have caterexd to the automadale, bug
ol v W e |||'~||:||-_'|| v HE I|'.|' Lade 111
'!|I1||I.'|:|'|

f'.'.‘ll'-‘_ll 1] il bike rrails weave

the piney wonds, conmecnng reasdential

|1.'|5.:|'|h.r|‘|.|-||.]-. [ 18] -|||||:'||_'|u|g sl isbhice

areas. Dewupn standards ellecovely comtrnd

snage and arilivies are buried and hidden
frowm sight

||'.|_' |'\-||||||||:-|: .|l:.|_|||r|_'| tare i [he
Wondlands s, weill, suburban m appear
e, Perhaps this is why its design las
nod attracted miach interest from the
:"--rl,a |,||k|,||||-.11 anf |||r ]llll,.u‘ll;: archi
rectural comemiamigy, Io thos regard, The
Woodlands can be comparesd o two
other Wallace, McHarg, Roberts, anc
!-'\l.._l PifdgeCEs FETET the early 1970
Amelia lslandd in morth Flonda anad the
Austin, Texas neghborlood where 1 live
Aimelia |-|| fiwl -|-||--.|,-||ru sigmilarigees rio The
14

"1|-|.-.||.|||..|'\. in oy lapidss A anid

iy despn, although new developments
during the past decade display & mishice
Sy |||'|.!|'|

|-'\-|’|'.|||I1'._ wihnch s imsade Awsain’™s ciiy

ihle Mew Urbanist inllsenc

lomis, devedoped todloweng the 'Wallage,
McHarg, Roberts, and Todd Lake Susen
Lot Mlan IRCimenl Plan e 19764

.'|.|I||- -|I::|' il ms -|l'.|:hhllr|l- winll cinks e

preserved rather than pines, the residen

rial and el :|| wirscrures as well as the

sireet patterns display ssmelandies o their

Woodlands cousina,

Frospects

%o hovw exaaly does one judee The

Wisnsllands Wy years an? In the envi

rammental and ecomoms realms, The

Wisisdlandls can point to many sk

cesshul achievements. bes vl record,
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livable and mventive, This new com-
manity wouddd draw on the most up-
to-date kimvwledge o ecodogical science
and adcas from coodogcal planmang. The
developer wonlid pavaess the business
acunsen and stamina of George Mitchell.
The iew comammmity woulid be Hnked to
the world by rail and ingermally through
bk anel pedestrian orails, All new build-
imgs would be built to platioun LEED
standards and schools would have win-
dows, Thie community would abe be
dedicated eo achbeving wcial equity and
ractal diversiey.

Ceoorpee Mirchell helped change plan-
ning, desipn, and development pracuice
in Texas. As e reflevis, = When we
started planmag The Woodlands, there
wasnt the archibectaie of lansl plan-
ning talenr oo design amd buikl a new
powen i Haoseon, That’s why | hared
ten people from Coliembia, plis some of
their comsultants and rabenr from all over
ihe natiom, ke MoHarg. Now there’s
the talent 16 Howsion, but it would be
mpssaible to assemble the Land for a
mew commininy like The Woodlsnds, ™

Mischell and his wife Cyechis con-
time tor Bve in The Woodlands, He
has e mmsch of the wealth goncrated
from the sale of The Woodlands amd his
Energy inberests to advance sustainable
development, loviong preservation, and
enviennmentil rescarch, Mirchell’s wen
children inherined his idealism and have
pursaed stucdies and carcers as environ-

mendalisis and architects, as developers
anal scientists,

We can also be inspired by George
Minrchell’s idealism. A sucoess in the oil
anad gas business, he did oot need w0
venture into the rsky busaness of huild-
et a mew cinmmaniey, But be dad, Lirgely
because of his bebef thar we can do a
better job designing our boilr environ-
meent. MNow that we have entered the fmt
urban century, with mone than half the
wtlds population living in cry-regions
for the firss time in history, we need o
pursioe this ddeal with a retiewed coimmdt-
meent. As we have beoone a maore wrhan
planiet, many more people have jomed us
with mwsre i the way, As our numbers
have incocased, we l@0c @ hature with
fimive o declining land, waver, and enengy
resourees, The Woodlands s not perfect,
Foaar Lapnrge Machells veswn allssirates the
practical reality of dreaming big. m
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Baing There: Living in The Weadlands

Long betore The Weoadisnds weloomed i3 firgt
Bomeowners, Gesrge P Mibchell hnd gathered
a team of environmentalists, ydmiogists, land
planners, and engineers o hefp him plan an so-
wvimnmenialy sustaicable community. The Woosd-
kamds poes beyond such fypical envirmomental
measunes a5 shared parking lor parks, churches,
amd schoals, limiling impernous surlaces and
phanning fof somm waker managesend, As an &i-
ample of the prosctive eoronmental elhos that
has been & part of The Woodlands plan from the
begenning, probected areas have been allocated
for endangered specees (ke the baid eagie and
fhir redl cockaded wosdipecher. The planned devel -
cpmend has grown fo include 27,000 acres, but i
shill maintaing its commiiment o sustainabaiity

(e iy 20-year history The Woodlands has
esin recognuted with 38 envireamental seards,
inchuding a 2003 pold award in the preslpioas
Hations in Bloses comgetition, the world's onky
competition ihad rewands lecal commenities for
achisyements m esaironmental management and
i creation of beadie communibies. Endorsed by
the Unibed Mations, Nabions in Bleom encourspes
best practices, inovation, and leadership in
prawiding & wibrani, eswwonmentally sustaiable
community that impeoves qualty of life.

Thet Woadiand's anvirsnmental office

conducts educational nutreach programs
inchuding the ammial Ashor Day Tree Giveaway
rach fanuary, whes 30,000 troe ssedlings aee
dstrabuted o residents. Earth Day in April pro-
wides eppartunities io learn about companting,
reriscaping, and oiber earth-friendly programs.
Each fall, the Wikdhowes Festival brings together
local busingsses bo spansor & wildfowsr seed
preaway—Ehousands of wildfawers Bkom in
the spring in neighborbeods and slong readways
a3 esull

i wn unscorpitated ares oatside of am
cifly purisdiction, The Woodlands. had 1o creale its
own governance siructire, and the one if came
up wilh losters @ sense of community aed com-
mitment fo the seviconment. The community is
diveded into villages, wilth each nilage compased
o peveral neighborhoods, Each village has its
v edeched, unpaid association officers inclod-
ing & Resadenlial Design Review Commilies
(RDRC). The RORC revsews all exfarior chaspes
iequesied by homeswnes Io ensure that
standands are enforced. Regulsr public meetings
give village resadents an opportunity bo express
{hmie views aboul issues within the community
and to leara aboul new imfitiatives

s 1he commumsity grows, envimnmendal
gualdy comtinues 10 be important. A high per-
Iarmance, gretn building team al ihe Housion
Advances Research Center (HARC) 15 called upon
for advice on commercial, public, and residential

pregscts asd o ofler sulreach peograms. HART
also maintates 3 vigores research agenda
designed te explare advanced concepls for
buskding wilban a sustasable frontier. The suc-
cesshal Colfivate Green iniliative is an example
of the team’s work. With funding provided by
the Texas State Energy Consenvation Dffice, this
program cducates ihe public in using sustain-
nble materials and practices for residential
comsipuciion asd remodeling.

Chver e miad Doy et (e commiismily o5
enpicied to grow o @ populafion of 125,000,
It well have 27 public schosks: eight private
schools; 60 religwus congregations: 1,000
miles of rmadwary; 300 miles of pathways; 150
parks; 2,750 employers; 12.700 employees;
32000 beenes; 7000 apatments and assisted
Irving lacilelies: and 4000 town homes and
condominisms. Even &5 i grows, 8,000 of the
commuity’s I7 000 acres will remain preen
space in the farm of parks, golf courses, bdke
pais, and foresd presenves.

One of the ares of the The Wood lands that
will expenence fhe greatest and mest concen-
frated giowth is the Town Cender, a mined-use
isrban core of homes, sthces, shaps, restaurants,
entertainment, and specially stores The Cenler
s 3 cafabysl in Barlding o mcher wocial smvina-
meal and facil#tating economic growth. The Cen-
fe's Beveest adddion, the mile long Weodtands
Waterway. links Tews Center esfablishments by

warlier tais, trolleys, and pedestrian wallways.

My wile and | truby enjoy living ba The Wood -
lands. Being empty nesters, theee year ago we
sedeched a small. twe-stieet nesphborbood whise
approumatety 15 percent of the 47 households
o in @ similar stage of itk Owr neighbors have
bacome ot exfented family, we can walk the
stroets and name the people who live in svenj
simgle hoase. Racely do we travel outside of The
Wosdlands a5 we fnd all of (he amenibies we
need righ here. We enjoy free concets in the
parks, the entertainment offesed ab the pawlion,
find & wide wanety of resiaurants and shop-
ping epportunities. A particulsr fnvornts is the
e Market Stieel area whene wit can wal and
explore the many small boutiques. Envires-
mentally ocwsed svends are slio @ mus on our
calendar, especially “Landscaping Solutions,”
whine wit eem aboot axine plasts and how we
ean personally profect the emviromment.

Thie emiphasis on liveng n hanmoery with
nakure is & frue blessing for us, provideng & very
full and rewardiag quality of life sxperience.

In The Weodlands we have foond & sslifyng
litestyle: a vibrant locad economy, high stan-
dards fer the mainkenance and protectsn of Hhe
rakural asd buill envirnmsnd, opparissies for
comtinming educabion, and nch social interac-
tign. — Rachard & Hiwd, PRI,


http://ial.ii.is

‘There Is only the fight to recover

what has been lost and found and lost Sey
= L-" 1

again and again." i ’-;_ .EF ;;: :]',, L
T.S.Eliot

HAYNESWHALEY

ASSDCIATES

Strerctural Enginesiing

ENCOURAGING THOUGHTFL

GREMILLION &CO.

FINE ART, ING. 2501 SUNSET HOWSTOMN FAO00
(713) S22 - ZF01 WWW.GREMILLION.COM

3707 Imvood

- —= —— s
F Wb, *

| ¥ 43 i L llf J
s ** = !
- . . L

. L BT &
oy _._. _..-_,fh'r:_-:l:'lh*"q =

OLLEEN SHERLOCCE

& [y o I tha rphaebdl&nlicn

ol historic proportics
* Hhsanric preseraation planning
« Naticnal Regisier of Historic Pinces

= Saate and local landmark kEings

& Srriall FebLals PS8 1D BRIDe
EoiPeTHa Al FoRAEelilaTen Drojocks

Texas Anderson

mwood Bing [ Ll g NS4 0EER
e, Eeyasa mal erod. Cod



http://WWW.GREMII_l_ION.COM
http://www.rexasanderson.com
http://ng.com
http://whaley.com

According to Plan

Reforoung Subwrelaa; The Planned
Conmmerifies of Tredne, Codnrnfia,
amd The Woodlands by Ann Forsyih,
Fublished sy Unavesssty of Calilormia
Pricas, 20085, 394 3/ 1 G20 9

Reviewed by Stephen Fox

Ann Forsyth, professor of arban sodies ar
the Liniveraty of Minnesota, has wratten a
valuable comparaive study of three of the
best-kown examples of the “new com-
mamiey " mivemment of the | R and "k
trvumee, Calabormua, beiveen Lin H.np;t]n.
and San Dieego; Columibin, Maryland,
bevween Balumore amd 'Washingoon,
I, 5 anel The Wissdlanads nasreh of
Howston. These are l|.|:1|:|:|1uu|.1:r detmed
as “matcllite cities™ (meaning they were
plammed to b bag, mised-use, and par of
ENATRIREL mtlﬂ'l[""llqu'lﬂ aneas i, consrucred
:n.u.m]m;.; bis mmasier phnnmﬂ procesaes
meant to be carsied out profitably over
decades. Forsvrh examines thess three
communities wirhin the hroad contexe of
P rntury American suborbaneanon (o
evilisate how differont aasd ellbectave they
have been as reformist models. She alsy
evalisates their perlormande over 30 to
A} VERrS Dis s haw Ih::r vENmIpane i the
primciples of Smart Ceroweh and the Mew
Llebanism. {Ine af the most commendable
featares of the book is i crincal gasess
ment of suburban planning models thag,
from the perspective of canrent subarlsan
crmgues angd models of relorm, may now
seemn dated. Forvth forcibly makes the
pamnk tlat iy ol the artrbubes of both
hetart Linoweth aind the New Uebamdam (il
it the Larver’s design imagery | also per-
tain to the Mew Commonities niovement,
Forsveh First outleses the general
wies that Mew Commianines responded
Eia any vhe 1960 arfam criees, sk ey
pomic ey, racial discrimination,
the dechine iof Ametsan ootiter cltes,
the problemaric record of lederally -sals
sidized Lrhan Benewal programs, and
a pervasive oultural crtigpue OF postwir
sidmirban devebispment cnooded in the
reem “sprawl.” The critigque of sprawl i
o PeCurrim theme in this book. It iv both
the image ansl the practice agamss which
all thirew cominaniiie were constructel,
Yer the exeent 1o which each communiry
tw imeplicated i the processes of spraw|

gives Forsyth's generally positive psscss

ment & mare of ambivalence,
Each comumuniny had & differem

o, Irvine was a 23,000 a0re ranch

iy privare awnership thae lay wishin the
path of metropoliian Los Aogebe” sowth-
ward growth. Becavse state anad federal
povernmend agencees lad beom o use
thaeir -,:nm]rmlulu-u power in |m:.11|-
infrastructure within the ranch domain,
the lrvine Company commenoed plan:
ming i F5 for an expansive new fown
Ik fv 5 new canapus of the University
of Califormia. The first seceor was opencd
i 1964, wnd o 1971 masch of the eanch
was incorporated as the Ciry of lrvine,
As F"'l'l.].'th e, what sets Irvine apari
fromm the other two communitices was thae
thie developer did min have oo by the
real estare, bur digd have to contend with
community ressdents, who acquired the
palitical power g0 alber s plans throagh
agenciens of city government.

James Rouse deseloped Columbia
ouaiude |1.|n. howmee culy, Riltrmore. Rouse
founded the Rinmse Company, a ma o
mid-cemmury teal eveate desclopmeny cor
pordrion; as Foryth notes, be invented
the concept of the festival markeeplace,
The inmial 15, 500-a0re sive was assembled
between 1961 anad 1963 and the firss of
Cirdumibaa™s “willoges”™ |r|-|1ﬂ1=d m 1967,
What sas unissal aboot Columbaa was
Howse's persomal commitment oo provid-
ing, bor imcoime and racial diversicy, seming
Columbia apart from the Baltinore
Washmgion metropolitan arca and ifs
prevailing real eseare practices, Columbia
i abso rerrinorlly fragmented, anhike rhe
other two examples.

The Wondlands als cmbssdied the
persanal comamiment of s lounided,
Hussron independent ailman George
Aitchell, to explorig altermatives to
sisburhsmn sprawl. Michell began buying
what would evermaally be 2708060 pores
ol pimberland m Monmgoasery Cownry
from lumber companies in %4, Planning
fof a new fown began i |8 A -
ond pown plan was prepared m 1969
wy werider o secure a LUS, Depariment of
e, anad Lirban Development Tiele
IV gramt, and a thind plan was prepaned
begianing in 1971 Iy Walksoe, S Harg,
Ruoberr & Todd of Maladelphia and other
comrselenns. to oskaam o Tide VI prant.
1M thie thive, The Whissllands is the only
community o have made we of podlic
||.|i||.||||._|.; b What Foasvely describes us the
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“evobogmal vision™ of Tan McHang give
The Woodkands s wlenoiy. Forsyih smres
that i all three commumimes, landssape
design was a key companent. Bae n The
Wodlands, lisdswape was ireated oo
In-p,l.'_1||'|.' rather tham ﬂrnnp;ph-ulh.‘: as
“dafferent plamt species and soils of dif-
et posositics, with dilferent capacines
i pecharge squilers.” However, Muchell
ook advantage of the expertise that had
gt iivtis the planning and development
ol Irvime and (especially ) Colimbia in his
hiringy isf consulvants and staff.

Forsyih bs very effective in describing
the development of cach community. She
extensively ierdewed parmcipants in the
process (s well s considtng oorporate
archives, publs documents, publicny
imaterial, and news storses] and dhe notes
shifferences in recollochions stemming feoin
wha wis wherid, a1 whar mme, anad what
ihear siake in the pCCRE Was. Becanse
she recognores and constamtly reminds
readlers of the criecial robe of the marker
in determining the susvess or failure of all
three compnmiities, she s amaned o the
tetimianis betworn ideals and pragmatism—
and rivalfies between competing inber-
este—ihar figured in the history of each
CANATm ey, hhe aluo 't':l.[‘lll.ll'h the relation
"|h|.|"|'| between the dev rhl|hnrh| CURFPIra
tons aml sgences of logal government,
which oilven had the porwer o thwar the
abevelisper’s proposals by redusing 1o gram
warvers oof pass new legaslagnon, Foryth
L APELIFTS e apiae al l'|,||HI|l Jhd -n['lr|r|I.|-.-
i enthmeaasm that prevailed in the plan:
i i Carliambasg aned The Wisidlamds,
as well as the consequences of the oyclical
wcisnamis downnims thar atfeceed brh
somemEmbes af vulnerable momens,

Fosrsyth's analysm is so carctully con-
strisctoal gthat her laviicable asscssmicnts arc
it easaly disputed. Yer they don't wem
entirely samndacrory erher. Forsyrh noes
at the owtset that nome of the Commsig
pies is envieanmentally susainable, i pan

P anine Manneng tor each was premised

on pse of the auromaobibe a5 the primary

mode of transportation, even within the
cosmmunity. This gquslification touches

on the ssue of sprawl. As different from
surrognding suburban developments as
The Wosoddlands iz, it seems to contribute
i mctropeditan sprawl rather than serv-
ingg an o antidore to . Forsh commects
the economics and palitics of sprawl 1o
the presence of small-tune operators and
their incremental processes—peeciscly
the Factors thar loom so lamge i the eco-
noaeic and pullrn:ql |.'|.ru.|;.|.'4.p||,- il IHianisszon.
Each comomraty profiled represenis an
exveptsaiial commitment 1o nvegraced
IEaster lﬂ‘JHl'llill: that FRajuincs Jdddss o
large reservoirs of capital and the abaliry
tiy myeaswre out profitable retims over
diecades, She acknowledges thar the scale
al aperations involved in the three com
munities i an imporiant reason it they
remmain excepiimal. Forsvth alo observes
thae one of the constinscicics most coms-
vently exitecal of the rhree commimities is
"Jnlp;h style prr:frmlmuh im architeciure.”
Fasrwyth implcitly accepes such oniscism
an imsagnilicant because it soems o focus
obsessively on stvle, Had she pursied this
cringue more meethaodically, she mghr
have foand thae § w not abowt syle but
substiance, For instanoe: Lt owners in
The Woodlapds buy propeny trom a
banslder, noi The Wosnsdlanals E':H'Fmr.un:lll.
Few maxumuee their profies, buibders tend o
choose pre-packaged producrs. Therebore,
architevrural design av abmosr all scabes
undermanes the wnse of dutinciion and
authentcity communiy developers pro
less T wide 10 CoRsirac

Ihee careduilly wriaghe conclusions
Fuorsyth comes to give authorty to her
cofmparsons between Mew Coamimanities
ana Smart GrowthMew Urbamism. What
she questions is the efficacy of reformis
malels “to acheeve real prisgress in areas
such as bourseng: atfordabilay ancd coergy
e peduriong. . amd inlluenoang otlers 16
aclaspr even the level of chanpge thar has
owciarred ™ in a political and econnime ok
mate “dominated by products that extes-
malize the coses of growth,” Keformmng
Sarfarrdug is commiruceed and werrren with
clariey. This enables Ann Forsyth bo make
a conpelhing cise abamit the imgpesitance
of the MNew Comniunioes movement his-
romcally and rhe comnnuing relevance of
lrvene, Colwnba, and The Woodlamds o
current debates on Amerscan nrban and

sitlurban pracrices and I"lllr‘|r'- -
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When Opposites Attract: The Houston Center for Contemporary Craft

[ INTE ] T

||'\.|' | Boiaseoe & eniner

for Comtemiporary Crafi
fune 17 = hepiemibser 4, LTI
Revreeed by Thosras Riemmalk

I'he Houston Center bor Confomporary
[T PasEw i I |i||'l|5,:.' TdF AT ORI wlin
wokild wilng o arpue thit “condemipo

rary” and “crakt” exmet aw pwo diffencm

ardl mstieally exchissive wordds, The label

';||||I|'||I|'\-c-r.||'|" i thie _"l ' ORIy T
ofdten than not related (o mass consinmp
TR KN TMaAs Customizatmen, o o seli-con
wopomin sEyle bkt around prodoce use—
E I:h||u: |||||||| I||.|1| “Cralt, " Wah few
excepisans in our Manchorian consuneer
culiure, few kinowlodsge oxjiialy 24 Fietwini
news, hamger equeals Basr fondd, depressinn
edqpirals Prozac., Bar crafr rakes come and
expresses the singularity of the indwvidoal

Comferpprwary carcis with it misch
|||||.1|'r|||-.'. ll.|!_'|l__'.|'_._-I |'|'\._.:|'I||‘|rl:||||1 Tislngs
il phe imorganic and the machine-made,
wiile crafil smll evokes theoses of haonesey,
'||,|||1|_'|'|I|.\_ nf& RISOT, |.|1|,‘| Fisan} Jll.\,l'--ll'u'
|'\.|||I| iy ebemeiies gl |‘||'\.||;II | Tt |[|||a-'.|--'|
Lenter tor Uontempaorary Crahy (HCLL)
has adopred thss mrerdenominational
frollickma berween lite and am as i1s mis
apivih, mMEAnNiesning the hvherisd zone when
art, execution, and process go together
angl are dhsplaved m a qualitative amey, |
'.1.|||-||-_| \.||-|,'|'|'\-|_| thaar Telbivw iraveless Froen
J'l.||'\-.L|:I (48] H.Il'.'\.-l.hl'lll'l-l'f;": Wil Apredlane
ansd endorse the unorthadosy thar miakes
the HODE, i my view, one of the mos
pnpOrAne -|.||||.. Atlsiial .|||-\.| exhilsitpisn
SAEOCw B I hinisserin

In the HOCC any and all precoscered
corverns aboial a sphit bersreen ke snd an

APE IMEEE IOy |.|I\.I|'rII:|.'|| e s oinviced

nik sy eoibrace the humamioy of o
thragh @ combination ol andpnatsive
desimn, technical proficiency, and the
unlikely pumtapositon of matereals, The
HOCL peters o dsell ax a Lo myNTary
living: mscum, . where boom and laser,
anwil and lathe, computer and kiln ignin
||1|_' RIS LR AL LI il |'|I|I|l.; EW ViRiloE Lo
lake,™ Coiven thes Einad o massion, comien
porary crair has the potential w transcondd
the mere translation of our culture
Fis 1|,I||.||||. rradesform oier culooral valises
'k acrrsction here i the demonstraiion
it the pleasuralde ouriiey Ficim fiw imdbc-
rial and 1dea 1o refined ar and resonance,
thie erearion ol & | ilesiral mon-fscniomn

A cnse in point, “Larv=fure,” o view
at the oenter froem June 17 i Seprember
4, FO0E, fedriares & stunnmg volleoiog
of humeiwre thar “velebrades the curve.”™
Sponsored by the Furmature Ssciety, the
exhirhit features 15 origimal peeces selected
Iriovim a Bueld of 476 thar were subiomar
redd browm eEphd conmmes, U nry-swre ™
was the theme exhibit for the 3% annual
Furnimure Socicty Conference helsd
Savannaly Caolk (LRl | Arn i J0e

Mleasingly out of phase, the passion
in the exhihited work resldes far irom
the preconceived or mass<consumed
There are man |||-.I|||.\_I |.||.|.|||1 stive dhivi
st ant work in the show: the beautiul.,
represciting classically erafied obpeos
that demonsirate a maseery of the hansd
and rhar maghy be benter susted lor the
Bavioia Bend Collection); and the suhlioe X
spuritnially rich exaniples thar challemge
||Ii' BnaEEArE vl & |||II|..|F|,' thie sowal
Irahisseriald fels, l.-.l.l.'\.."., forped steel, waxed
twine, neopiene, concreee, dignal imagery,
inilk panit, ansl cottenwood branches
RECEE Al ||.|I.‘|I'i|.r|'. st o |.'|'.||||.‘|||I:,: ATt

albs bor che creanon of Hne arm rmiiure,

yiet this odd ot combines Surageoiasdy im
essavs on the curve that achieve exacrly
I=|.|| I'l||.|

Vatthaas Miessnegs Shell i an
extranrdinary Pece I1I.l.|:||' Frovm e,
mahogany, and a pheanmenal vares; the
feisivm aal |]|..'-.| I!||||-|' |I||LI|'|‘|||_-:I!-. eFEAEs A
semse thal one s not ampdy an observer,
but a participans who i viscerally, tac
talety, and emononally engaged. Fisr me i
wras like rhe firs piime ] |Il|'_'|rq.| MR (FET
w wet o headphaones: & chill ran down my
back, and | fely the hair stanad ap an my
irrive aned the Back ol niy seck, Thar wiis
w || 1] |I_||_I:I|'|||;uI when | walked s !ill.'
Awher Caallery and saw Mliessng s work
The ebegance with which thew descordant
imaiefi |.|-. WK ||||,;|'I|'||'| % 1_'1.||.|-:l-||1|1|.|.r|||
'u,||.l||l.' L[5 ] 'hllq.ll & I.|r;,'_-.- 'Uulltsn.. wilach is
wited in a sublone Curve thad aaches anad
halances the catire commposHaon.

S g |.|| Illllll [Mcurs i rhn euluibnt
afleceed me m a simmilar wav. fenmiler
nderson’s nuagnticently simple Claiae
made of iddusernal felr, Balise bhrch ply
u.lllH‘l. I|||..| '\1[11" K ahley— a cominarahk
preat-great pramdchaldd of Le Corlwesser™
Classic fromm the | 9208—wias cratped
with awe-inspiring elegance. Eaguaally
T R Esiat A '.l.|1|'|'n1-. al is IJLI.'
Antonelli’s {hvdreame, a wildly organi
lasnpe construcied of ash amal vellow
keart, med mopether with waxed rwine
BISIEIEE & l\.l.lr'r_l'lll:". care. 1 E1Ys luad me
thinking of whar magghe happen of Frank
Lehiry s bent wisg] harimiine wene ts ool
ki with Clharles Eames's ||,5.: -.;'\l||||l i o
ol thiome sy (4 o] where l+l= A, Any of
Eihen lata could serve g d ST -|.Ii|=I.’
for this exhilsit, with thowr resonant curvies
'.I'||'||,|ll'||_' |1|-||1.|: ate and anbikely muaierals
I e TENTE PTTEnire Pesmmg

Mowt of ns, from designers w ath

peadermac credentudls i dessgness of the
everviday, have I"'\.I.'.I iThisd |||.|'|'|'\. '..||||::|I
that creavive sleas cquate 10 rsks ragher
than advancements. The artrsts i the
*Larv-inore ™ exhabition were (ortminously
abaci log thar lesson. The wirk an thas
exhibir does not represeni problem
solvire in the traditwnal serve, as an
esacitially coservanive undemaking thar
AECPs K1VET RArLmeiyTs _|II..| ALY |||'\-| 5]
a himear tashion wnnl @ solunon 15 reached
o time has run oo, PROBLEN: Who is
r:'||'|'r

Caol, . Gl - i o, . love 1 imal

lanpe Ceisd 58 Blinad. . rumes wp! ] hee winrk
presented m “Corv-mure” by contrase
ts affirmed by a mon-lmear proocss m
wiloch Familiar defndtnsis—s hanr bawiks
||_'|a‘|_'|_'|| Ihl-u:,‘; Wi wit of, o Chai |'|.||.| il
repose=—are deliherately de-tamifareed;
apportinitics are exposed, transdonmed,
It :|1-.|.|:..'.,|_ .I.'||_I n-:r:._-:_l. ||'-.|||r|||;_' ina
change ol hear abour what was previ
pusly considered a hxed fext, The entare

“Curv-ttare”™ exhibition commanicates,

.|I|.| (1 '\.||1'||||.,| |.'|| formunare the work
bets s TR RITE i the conversitm

I'fe Houston Lester for Lisiebem
Ay Lram F"-“I'ul-\."\- A FOrRiame [aef ||||'
i Ful i AAE, Al EEHTRIMEA A R T iEE

|,"-.'I|||

s the how and che whiy

How in the
wanrlel didd the artstforaltspersion do thai
and why in the warld do 1 beel a0 com
|"i|.||| o o embeace wi st as crafe even
ruwally found s place i response o the
indusirial revolution, contempeerary
crift i fitling bis plase 0 o rapicdly
q._lL ANEINE, iNROMRAOn Ariven ComITIET
cudrare. Homsron has a “hving museum™

I
po promaote the cultoral beggacy of oraly,

i ||||r a1 the A 1R l,'|'III.|I,IJ|'.J_' A ECiFiEm
Fisr 1hse Cifl il exchange of ideas etween
the pubdic and the artist, between life

angd ar. m
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Aesthetic of Demolition

{rpersainmg
May 21=September 27, 2IKIS
| b= i ',;|||||||,_| Sy rert

Bivuensst fry Farrncl FPerer

I he R[S k sink skiowch above chanfios iha

iidica behind Rt baig bl 't & ap

e the arrestmg atune of the anmwork
iesedt, | he frozen explosion of wiossd
sigliip that ressibied dovin these diosdest
alrawin % shivwed erablic oim "'a.llllllllll-\.r
Boulevand foor weeks

The rwo dilspidared wood-cor

[
T s -l A L LA A MO T thar became

il osumlies i their daetulmess

[T
po £l Aot League o Flooston when
Execcutive Dhirector Debbie Meiuley
inwited Dan Havel and Dean Buck. rwns
Floaagon s |:||-r|-|~. with 3 hisgoay of
architectural revision, o creade a hinal
e for theme As concerved and executed,
||l'\. wiotk T |.|'.;.||.|'. cunsivitacd ihe o
[} lI||||-I:..| |‘l||||.‘||l|;.:- i ehi Prrores il
IL% iTe |=I-III_.: Ilawel and Huck harvesied
sucling from the budldings’ exterior amsd
revoiTits e s .l.'rrllln. ik 31 iEFbEX
remvimiscent of 3 wemado bumnel, can
exsd-toewest thromgh the basldings” cones
The artisis nommally work tindepencens
v, Biar callaborared nise veaes pres NI
o 0 FMouse™ with Kare Petbey II' P
W, Sonng 19854, "--.l.r..|:||l.1 up and then
bl v i out a dilapsilared bungalow i
||||||'.:|“| % Wi k :||| Fin eFCAEr & reiis
scibe camera obscirg. )

Uiver a perssd of thiree imtense
weehends of work i earlv Maw, Havel
usid Ruck |'|I||.|||. ead their vistallarien
vid sirmuliameoss sctisns of |||||'||||-\.||I||'_
and baudlding, performed surrepeitowsly
if audibly behingd the houses” walls, up
url thie Pl oM of A ||.|'\.|:

I e pair advanced the vomes's consimi

facin fow Ehe west exteror wall and then
brvke theoueh i resraling the |'-r.|.-r._|'-\.
eamience o the SIAs|RE TFaAlls on
Momirose Baosdevard

Loscal enthiasiasm for fmrersaon gon
4] |r.'.| .||-\..||-..-\.|...-|-\...! el atime o i d

PETITLAEINT SETTIRE [} HFgE o1y ilaned

poroas this coniitry sl abioad. The fact
rhan the fimal desvolinion of laperaion
Wals |'|||-\.'|"|||||'|| e o e |"\..[||..I||.| niEan
Hooston landiall of Harncane Kita, the
wecond af rwo clisely oeciiffimi naneral
dixasters fo devastaie the app Lokt
el ronke. Ve devastainm wrmigbi
by the feceil Hiarficiis W Cpiend i o

FAECE AEEfe IErriivIiRE Yy s 1han ||||'\-

P ETAT |l.'\-|'||'|'|.|.:| buar somehorw hinked

B 1t B a8 relerendce i natire s
v powe

it sy comanast 1o this Pk of art
aa=symibnel, the real power of this wirrk
sems from the paricalaney of the stick
Fivsnrivik (Rl o Tl T T o o il
VIEWems im rhee ¢ Apr il fast of the I|'||||.:__
115 American wiossd-lrpme Comstraction
In an essay on the conceptual ambsguiry
al the Aisencan Bember [fame,. archine
teral ediscaror Tism Peters wrnes thar chic
advantage of the Amencan fimber frome
s Bt ot 18 a-vvetematc. (68 process fesemn
Isles Daala, invedving a “creative mdsn
derstanding™ of the formal |l\..:,:|.. i baild
ing. In illustration, the deguist observed
in Jepergent o the prodoce of the juxtapo
sitinn vl an over-scaled onfice inhaktims
suich @ maslese hosa ||'n|'|||||.: | AEg@e |l

m buildings thes small shaoidd caowe tail

wre, Bt did nar, even under Hotiston's

share of Hita's hapgh force s
Ar the masment of fenal dismanthing,
the artists were asked aboot their emo
Bl | PO B tlie lews iaf thear -
'.l.llrL |‘||l.|_' |"..|l].|'|'.| il that |||-, [ el

ol 115 demalition had begien ar the oueser

Yai brodti betamge d Do asbgesct, Jimiersno

WIR AR .|||."H.I:'|f iaimenil in I|||_ Al LY ATR LY

i ess Ll deseruerion of the 'l'.l:l.llll._' -
il am echo of more natural processes
L 1h et dimge ot e ok s rEron s
% LISEC COMe N IBOINE NLEST OF AR

aesthicric of demodinesi, the actual dis-

eanitbing was ebbiceemt and uncelebraned

Apcording o Havel, the backhoe operator
charped weth the sk moted with pricls
that he had |_||||||'\-||'I|'.1 lbas pssiEmmeal hve
meinutes ahead of an estomared 45, Ha

ke, = Thas v ey ar,”™ B


http://th.it
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Storm Warning

Whle the rest of the namon warches on
big screen plasmsa relevisions, in the Couli
States those affected by Hurricane Katripa
afr partsapating moa lve-acton dicma
seen fuosis muany taees by deeir forefathen
They bace a future already challenged, and
oo they must keep the Presadent’s prom
ise g pelualel =bereer and srronger”™ than
ever and 1o dio s “own of harmm’s wav.”
Soon the earnest planning and design will
begin. The question of how best b pre
wiedl Hature |.‘|.1J|1.1:l;|.' {un cafrkens and bisse
messes on the Golt Coast will e |'u-|u_-|_|
and gquickly answered. The goal will be
o pepanr damaged structures wnd rebuild
thiose ibrsteoyed as quackly as possible in
order v get “back 1o normal.” Like their
Cinlf Foredathers, those whio have been
aliected by Batroma will mang likely nog
rake the time po compshiber their options.

P months ago Houspon deodged 2
strmibar thireat from Hurmicane Rita, which
atemed fs destructive maght direcelly ar the
caty before shifmng off o the case. B
oy lowier vears R thocsamds sicHered
severe (sl J.lln.1;:1' Froverd Allisoie, anoih
er bckle tropacal storm,

I the weeks and months thar che
kamrina recowvery willl requiere, the focas
of misst recovery teans will probably
shift, as it did m Howsson, from o mindser
ant ey asd |'-|-1=|I||=I1|; tir 4 imaiilaet ol
imamedinie plq-1~'||'|'|1 wrlving. Pressures an
atficials wall be ymmense, and the absl
ity g0 madntain @ long view will donindsd
ilay by day. S |:1|||-l|||.:|:|. thi ciiee fiius
will becommse o near irenzy to recover amid
teturn t0 the nocmal rhvthms of the ey,

I whe Presces, the alfected rH1|1|||.|1|lln.

yust like thar in Houstosn, will bose the
abilicy o ask the gquestion, =Haw did
this happen®™ And maoee impsrianily the
need to answer the maore esscibal quses
reasii—""What s we dis repionally o
PrevVenl ihis fraam happening agaim? T—
will be bost in the rush

The problom-wlvng, gee-it-done-fas,
i ger-a-higger-hammer nundser will
weltle i, anid sern |'I'||||:||:FI W l”r'r.ll'l'.,
Ciailfport, and Biloxi will be retsulisng
i ithe below sea level EHI'A'L Bl feacd Biwiim
the Giall of Mexico—an did the Texas
Medical Center mmiviutions which badt
back ar the end of the narrowess poing
al the Rrays Bayou watershed (the ®rain
water surfoce thow funnel”™ | afver Allssaon
The recovery etfore will sevre upon pet-
tunigg Ehe larmed back o doing what thes,
anid we, have alvays dine

In fagy the “rexovery™ progess is
designed to end ap with this stamus guao
rebuilding as the desired result. The gov-
eriniig law for all namaral desasiens s the
Seadload Act. The section of the law vhar
guiverms whai can happen v the publsc
ansiatanee section. |he cardinal rule of
the program s o reoam what was dam
aped o s pre-disaseer condinon, The
fesleral raxpayer will not be expecied 1o
improve of eahance anyvihing bevond
what exiued hefore. Thee |'-I:||'l|lql
veorride anal the avident manner mowhich
thev are applied by FEMA will deive all
recovery, planmng, and desgn teams o
spusckly move o the comventional anel
commborrable paradigmes §for example,
vtness the nish to put the displaced

I 'H.-I'H\.'Il'lj Irlllhlll.' Ih"lrll.' |'||1l'k'| AL TS

BY BRIAN YEOMANM

Loumtana, regardless of proximiey o
wirk of sclossds)

Dwos asther compuancnt of the
recovery program will fuadamentally
shii e hedw Cilies, cuniniees, jd rrihics,
and state government responal. The first
15 the anplezsant knowledge thar in s
myth that the Federal government, in
e personage of the President, s going
tus pay for the recovery; avtually in will
anly pay 75 percent of the eligible coss,
The second programmatc limitation w
cash [low, The entire FEMA program
is @ resmbursement progrom——yes, §
resmbuarsement program. The applicants
have o have the cash 1o do the work.
Alrerweards, they can get 73 percent of
theeir misney back, bar only it the -
ety were eligehle in the firse place,

Preparng los the next surprase
weather attack brought on by erranic
lobal climare changes. MNew Urleans,
Culiport, and Waloxi, ke Hoasion, will
begain @ process of fortfymg thesr build
ings againsr major looding, belwes i
that human engineering is wnarter gl
more powerful than nature, The at-
ies wall rebubld the bevees, install more
M, pOwer thie P weith solar pan-
els, and allow residences 1o mn share
the casement wath the kevees, The manira
will becisime, “We are |-I-=I-'I-cl|1!.' Eid thial jiasd
rebuld whar was losa, bt 1o rebudld |
hetter wihere possibie. ™

Meanwhile, those who kvow tha
the g picture inchisdes enlistng Mother
Muatwre m ehe delense of ihe |].|1|1,l;"|_-|!
areas will nast he beard, The PeAET il

the engineered response wall dove the

alffecied o obsews on the demnibed concerm
felated #o storm damage. Like the war oi
cancer, iowill ecome a provess thar will
fiate on the symptoeme and (il w0 con
sider the canse.

YWital luncteons that Baaled will slowdy
b picced back ropether and Isegin o func
tien oy (looid-prone areas, Seon eaough
they will be permatently rebuilt on the
saime ground. While this will ke place
with the |'\|'|-|_'Il|i|l|.|:r o Brllioas of diollars
worth ol Hoawl protecison constmoceson and
relocation money, it ala will be despnied
tid Eakl i the lace of namirals onslanghi,
[he absolute need o take s detailed ook
at the nameral systean in the region, like
wetlands mind dunes that were compen
muiscsl i the catastrophic event, will be
biwst im thie rush e eelsnkl as tlsey were i
post-Allmon Houston

The plan fos arcas damaged by
Kaerina bl [AFpaiae 1 atuiral svaterms a4
the |1r1|'||.|-r\. URILLTERA AT ] -.1I.|'|r|._'r| H.l_'l,ll'- Ty
shauld give the commumdry an oppor
nuly b allow namral systems 1o doowhai
manmmade systerm kave failed o do over
andd over again, Untormanately, this opgson
won't be given any seroas consderation:
FEMA inkigation lunds fequine comples
EPEANer rgg .|1|J.|'|. S5 |||-r l-|'|'||||1|,$|r||.; TRIE
an the ever-problematic recovery 1o pre-
cxisting condition. Our hmiogical rush o
pave over wnal buald on op of weslands
means thar the FEMA-mandated *return
P EX IR condition”™ can never isclode
cithanced natural systemas,

The lessons Houston should have
learmed from Allison have been gnoned
Do we remember bow moch water 1-10
bield beeween e Loop & 00 amnd down
town Howston® Hiow msch water does
anyvone believe the new Flighway 59 mdat
will hold when ithe next magor sorm s
tovwn? Can we think thar it we continue 1o
buaild ar the end of the fimnel as we have,
that the addstion of apy mee-million disl
lar drammage project can begin to address
the storm water shed by the massve
MTaCTIEES :Ill_ll AW (o '||.'|1.|| [alda R IRl
open land once existed on Hoosion's flat
praivies? Will a workd-class Emergency
Situation Response Plan lessen the bllow 1o
Hammston? Can we really accep the notion
that planming aned practcng for desaster o
the best defense agains i

The Kartruna recovery can chisse to
III.I:||.| Ol [hiil |-|1'\-l|l||.\., LIETHIT ||||_' LL|1||'|I|.||_-.JH:|'
Himeston has painiully gained, Destpning
with natural systenss, understanding the
Cialf Coast eeosystems, and rospecting
anal homoring the simplde, macero-level,
ferst-wmder scienivhic lavws of thermodynam
s showilid nog have to be e dithiculi. 'We
vamnnat contrel all namural systems—every
hermam baces vhis truth ps e faces the inev
iahility of his own death. Decay comes,
msarter tends fo spread spontancomdy, and
swater always wins, | fear thar thes realiza-
DR B s To Sinmng far (s L1r|_- Lih AITECT

this siorm recovery, W
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{ECONSIDERING THE AMERICAN CITY

This series will bring to Houston some of the most
dynamic mayors, former mayors, and urban planners MARK ROBBINS /.o i
from areund the country. These leaders have a MAYOR MAURICE COX o Chastattauviit
reputation for an enlightened approach to urban MAYOR JOE RILEY o/ charieston

design and a commitment to improve the quality of MAYOR BILL WHITE o1 Housinn

life in their cilies, ThE."'yI' will share their EIﬂEriEHEEE JOHN NORQUIST »#raniceam ana ceD,

i85 ] imr e New Uyl

and provide advice on how to achieve results. (o-sponsored by the James A Baker (nstitute for Public Poliny

a proud supporter of the Rice Design Alliance contact Mike Wall at 713.780.4141 2107

rwall@gioverpiinting. osm
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