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Light Touch : The Work of Harwood Taylor

Hamwooo Tavion (1927F-1988) w.ax o
prodfie masdermist archateor who worked
1 Hiowsdasn irodin Thee edardy 19506 it
thie late 19505, While By career Lprifiinesl
boar decade ™, Biiw bt wasrk carmme |'.|I!!._
culminating i 199 with his design
ol the HISD Headguarters Building ar
18 3 Richmamad Avenae. | This ||||||.‘|u|;.;.
Tayloe's late Brutalss masterpiece, s min
scheduled for demsslinom, | Berween 19535
atiid 190, Tavler desigiicd & series o
Uallllq.lr!rlll (1573 |'|H|-||_'|,| |||'|.\_L FEReoT ||||||'u;'-.
i a pentle Miesan masde. Hlowever,
Faylor's true legacy s his commercial
prchitecture, i which he deftly imtegrancd
[ALL =t thes ..||."\.||\'_I! wirth the HAIFEIVINg
conmomecs of '\-l\.‘.‘l.ll:"| e r\lrlllllll.l'l‘l -.ill'l.lll ]
tive aldings

Harwossd Tavloe was born i Dallas
o Mav 25, 1927, While sy I in rhe
Seaval Hewrvew in morthern Calsbarma
friwm 1945 1o 1946 he also stodied ar
L1 r||r||r-\,| Lniwersioy ||| I|:1'|| '|.|||'~|r|'r|.'..|
tin thee Ulmiversigy ot Te was, SLAVIAE il
1949, Fe continoed hos educaron ot the
rsersity o Himiston I|'.|--;|.;|'| R LTI
alwdn l.v.-.lhu_.: a5 J desHner in the alhice
ol Willsam ™. Fhivvel (e = Remembsereng
Williaim Flowid.” page 11
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Tavlioe's rabem foe -\.!-.'1I|:|I Was appai
et garty on: lm 1950 he womn firss pElEe i
the Texas Sociery of Architecis Featherline
I CHITUpACT i with leis scheine bor a nsedi-
He rerurned 1o ||I..' 1 vy
Tay o
then sertled m Homston, reteming o
wirk ag what became 'Willam M. Flovd

and Associates uniil 1953, when be sgare

cal climic

of Desas, gradedting i 195

el his cwn practice.

ln 1985, Tavhisr jowmied foeces with |
Viceoe MNewhaus WL a formere !||,_'|| s hoadd
clazsmare, o creare the hirm MNeuhaias &
Taylor, Their relanomshep was described
as “i clasaic partnership: Tavlor preferned
-\.|.--.|','_||._ Paeuhain man EpEtneint &ind i ||L|'I
g™ The birm was secoesshiel and grew
rapudly, aberted by tavorable buibding con
.,||I|.|'.|-\. i |I||||l\.!. Wil Wil -J. !.l.'llli'!l'q'pl
L -||'!|'k.|-\.-|-||. il II|||||.|| leveEle feom the mid
1950k umml the ol crash in the mad | ¥HEiL

lavlor was ol the peneratss il
FHinastoa modeamisis, siscladee Floavard
Barmseone, Willam B Fenkins, Basdens
hl"'l'l.lllll. H'.u.'_l- V., Meubhain |! . amid
miidersim Foadad, whawse 1950s designs
revidiationired the wav the archieomire il
the city wiis i roeived ot hoase and 6 the

il press. P o World War I the
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Hinsston architecoural soene was domimat
ed by thie ||_--\.||_||'||r|,:| Wik il Coiscrvalive
pchectic archigects soch as [..I'..'. E. Sgauils
and Berdsall Briscoe,

The single Lamily detachicd house has
slways been the dominam |:l|.|||.\_|||||; Iy
m Houston, and o o withan this tvpe
that the most priseressve architectural
alesngn has imually e foand. Tavlors
HCRCrSaCE 0 "Ill-\.n.l- il ArCRETs Wls il
U NATTPTIOn Fhear Fursa |.l|||'\l|n'I|| Wl III"H.I|.'_II'|
IESIC !.I I'II'.II Wy o the austere sl TG OETFLS
inilisence od Lidbwe Mies van des Robe
The lack of asvern historical releoences
sepatated thewr deugns from the work
af therr edlectic predecosir., | Though
the sntluence ol Mees would wane by the
enal of thie |#50k, many of his pringiples,
agch as the descreet malicanon of struc
T, ofdered ek |r||l|n||||1| Ferwerti mndi
vinhieal FWATEE, angd a rendency towards il
abstractim M wiuld contmue o charactes
5L IIII' l-‘-":L add Ehi |'|l| (LS LTI [T TR g [T
srchitecrs until the early 19710

Tavlor's early work was rewin il
and ouihident 10 @s looseness, Uine red
L R I|.|-\. A BT |.'n|.|r_ |:|l|.|u_ "| 5
ol b NS, Fadd aleeadds I.II"H.II_I el @ laree

member of hoises hor the unformving
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“The eye now sees in substance what the mind formerly could only conceive,
It 15 a new function added 1o our senses.

It is a new standard of measurement.

It is a new basis of sensation, ™

R S

Li Commusiin, Asvraff ;

Mapping Houston : Flows, Frameworks, and Revelations

BY RAFAEL LONGORIA

When Le Corbusier proclumed “the air internet. The ritual trnp to the Houston
plane indicts the city™ in his 1935 haok City Hall Annex o pick up the required
Adrerafr, in which he predicted the birds-  monumcntation maps—remember diaen
eve view made available by airplanes printsi==at the stam of every project has
would change the devgn prodessson, be become obsolere, Sow i all available
could have hardly imagined the mools that — onlineg, 0 moleiple versons and mostly
would be ar the dispesal of every archi- free of charge.

tect and planner juss seven decades larer, The beave new workd of msrmr infor
Satellite images, geographic mforma- mation, mntelligent niaterials, and inceed-
nem svwioms (G151, digiral photography, ible images v brilluantly documented in
computer graphics, and the imermee have  *Massive Chanpe: The Future of Glohal

T M thng e b ot o e rransformed design pracrices. It is niot Deesign,™ am exhibmion that ongimared
wham. rom e paloton “Nemws oy B wntly the amazng amaonnd of mformation ot the Yascouver Ar Gallery lass year
M'“Eﬁiw“h Lastey fn Yowvrn available thar has made the difference, Cuorator Brace Mau, o Toronto-based
st howe quickty amd inexpensively rhar design gy, is particularly adepr ar o
infrmation can be sccesend, reconfig- ducing new ways of seeing our universe.
e ured, and disseminated, The map section is spectacular, Included
mtgle wagmrmsch tha 1oty i orip Al e b Al thas eechnobogy 55 mpaceivg the bt it as a0 map inowhich the image of major
:::-rw'::::‘:m way we understand Houston, Visi any wirling poutes ouetlines an clegant graph of
e ey S —— architecture stushin at Rice Universiey ar the workd; the density of lines indicanes
Mt rnorageri S fish ctnter, i therlg the Universiey of Houston and you will the most promment areas (sarely you can
;m::mmtm wsee walls covered with maps of the ary fenad Hinsseon ), Another map o a mughe-
P00Y oed el 104 and aerial wiews downbesded from the timie view o the Eareh vhat differentiates

ebectrical light from wossh burmning fires
and 5k e ol the starkew depactions of
have and have-nas | have cver seen. Anid
the interacrive satellioe views are lirerally
ot aof this workd,

Ceoneratsing specialty maps used (o be
a labor-isitensive task mvolving ink pens,
pudv-off lemers, and hand-applied cobor
films. Producing maps was s expensive
that chowes had to be made very carc-
fully as 1o what imesges to create, GIS and
deskrop compauner graphics have dramar-
eally speeded up the process. Mot long
ago, profickency in GES was lnted as devir
alsle for planmers; roday, o s essenmial.
Several kiscal colleges now oller coiirees m
G5, and Texas ARM Umiversity i offer-
kg 4 pew Bachelor of Science degree
Sparial Sciences that concentrates on the
studdy of Lil%, global positioning systems,
il remiie sensing. Acconding 1o thor
prommntkenal brochre, “these cortmg-
edige rechnologies belp envirommental aml
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ing—memt of the banldings mam spac
anad eeffaces face nasrth, saeth, and case
With | ke L i N, thi wist '.-\..|I| g iim
prsgd primarily of exaberantly perforaned
aduamemam claddimg with o stromg hasrcson
Bl Oirrgation thal fims achoss the centra
WHETaE SEIIF BisE WiPas AfisiEnd rwin €xm
P RENE o [ STAEM S, LTR yEng mionees of

HVTIEMIEG TRsparciiy a1 negne

'J.|'.||'-\..||-\.|"-\.-|'\. il £F 1 il cumn

EFaAR maternals, the Schoaol of Mg R[S

Parikbimg hias the eftect of making materil
q vilitses—reather than formi-—the priauiry

Wil 10w |.|-_!| Tl e |'|||l"._' 1% ERTrTE e

Technalogies

Lib ewsenee, thi Eypacal cosiiCenpsariry

multisiogy hi E 0% R e BT il

" - 1 " -
wripper aver 3 standardoed system of

strichine d wervices Tleal provides i

adlapitalils etk i wrral ineesine, Tlee Scloal
o Mg .|.;!.'|:!.|||| LT

sikbwert

thet covenkn mplivrimen

fmtetaor afc ¢l

Tur iy LAELIE
PTINE TRl
Mg Iranslucent plass admas a K1,

4 |ia - [ thipee 11 3
muted [hi mto (he ree et S

4 |'| _|'|.:|I'..|' Ry VIR n

these goria allew |l|||i.||||.: RO B
have g semse o whore they are wyilin
the entire balding—an antidoge o the

A RLTRYTL '..]l-_':|-_'.'|-_.'|| by Visitoe's [0 T

mny imarelike i windowless Corri
found throwpebout the Texas Medical
Conter. Similarfy, the mam stair above
the |l|.|i."|l|-: % EREIFY 1A |:..|.'.L'.| of ok

vuiEside and mesade walls, creatoms a highi

hlled alternanve o the eleviafors

Slosy pvpical mom-r siclenieial bialsl
IS f | .l | .'.|-\.|=\.'|l.!-\.-\.i ceula i an caich
Hawr 1o [Frovide &4 ennyemnecnT space [o
run mechanscal and electncal systems. In

i Muirsene Haieldeig

ravl, e 5S¢0

arsedd Plowe svsiein abewee cach
st Eral Hlor |.I|"'|'|'.; BT ..|:, and
ilf gusiclibiedingg fiin andermedath the

e Becaiine all il il |"_|-||I|'|_; STV IO
CNCET lighnng are benearh che Hisoes, a

i v &
L L0 I-\.|l.-.-\.||.||._|-ll TELERRITY NI ALiT)e

reas, angd the ooldtebe sERUCTuRe PemaEins

ek apiniial jeliim paes of

expised. Thes

Plap camlctene SEructEIng B AT1E Eraididi 1

I STrnngE matcrial PrEsefics,; Sy nsling tne

mrsaterial intemiars of Dyl il

niEatTal
EHlce |l|||:.'i|-|l;_-. In wawitsi |'!.|... . Fcvacey
B, Pl £ XECIENDE BIves thi hl.l:l!llll.'_ i
oddly umhiished lecl—cxpaosied inscla

B |||= RIS II AMCUSY W |II'I|_'l 15 % I\II"I;_

naif ol o any desipned eftes, Rather

ehuam an gesthetic choice , This seems 0 e

I ImISsEE
Tha Ecolegical Duestion

Ihe Schoal of Musr LT Baslding ante TS
A IREErESTIRE EXpeiiment— o well can

AT 0 3

] .!-. imand IhE ITPSTICEIE i€ 5T ul g
small urhan st ERHTE T b= @ mindel of

Lk lll'|-|..'|| I||.'-.I|.'_Il E

Ihe ided ol
abiliew a5 an BINIETERRNNE LA%8 10 pasint
Uipe ol the resks of desagning o buildeng
that cam adapd to many pissalide luiircs

% [HAT B imay imean thie I '.|||||'_ & 10l

|'--r|.|I. NETLAINEE Tk 1% CIATTETND NSErS

Dlespite the constantly changing needs al

moat imsiitetions amd Bissaneases, Colioin

[REIETa :I-\.|I||I'||III:||||"H.I|'_| gl ol ay

Pespnmes with an aoalysis of proagram lead

i fin @ specrhe hudding
Virtuallv all steel o comerete fraimi

Bildi 1% Are e repitly Hexible and

il it il Because interor FRETTiniinrs AT

Aot likd Beamimg. Howevef, with e s

il e .|.|.|I Ao w LA ERTSTR] L k EFMaldEs falhet

than steel stisd walls encased in (R ELTAL
havard, the Sschassl of Muarsimg Budding

dap ililiey warlvout 1

imEcpates i

TSR AN ] SCCOMFEENVeny W aslE rhisn
resaidr frome rycal albice renov A
Ihes Powwt om bovwe the borldmg wall
perbarem fraimn an ecolisgis 1l W s povaid
avier thie li 1 RETIN b AP ITNWGPELT el
lectaal ddea. Mo lo HEET il '."|.||||In:'\-
aiily Bk thent

e thiciaghii of Witk re ot

pelivascal Tosrm wothasut consicenng th
i
srremdane i Of WOEE-nerm fesdRinoes

I e CQEESTION I8 T WAL an |.ll|ll'._|-\. il

Iumldhing should look ke, bai wlat @

wliiialel lsisk govicifd. B
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Meeting the LEED™ Standard

Umrversdy ol |2xks Schosd o Nugsing and

stugent Lommunsty Lenier was detigmed 16 con
larm B6 a standand known as LEED (Leadership
in Enegy and Ervironmental Desagn), This
sratem of credis was developed By the Uniled

| a5 & way ol afing

ildings i a dandand

Stales Green Bailding Cesr

sgifminable aspecty ol b

1Ped wiry, addresseng concems im the | 9505 (kal
Ihe tarm “green baskding  hiad effectineely bosl
any usell meanmp doe fo Lk of bepchmarks
e LEED NC [rew coevsfruction) system
atlempls 1o evaluate & buildehig's dédign Gnd

periormance v 8 wiy thal mclhedes 5ite and

urbam igsees a5 well a5 envircemenial and beck
NOIOEICE! mEans [hal redecd & busiding 5 scolog
cal foodprink. & adddesa, [he LEED sydam 12k
inko accomnl how Ehe health snd sustamability of
I BUNAINgG & DEcupanly & encouraged

I Schosd ol Mursing Benlding s atbespl
i 1o BeChore @ Tl ratieg (w16 LEE D N

gystem. Al the scabe of the ciby, the busiding

gang ciedds o pioviding mks racks and
Shireer |RCelileesy tor hudding usery as well &
BEinp InCaled nEar pulblic lasspriaton. Inside
the bailding, LEED credils ate sarned fhrough
aupects such Bt rainwaler hamvesting Dlor non
putable waler wsesl, maleials with recyched con
Pel, waketiass urinals, and lighting comieols
[iné o the masd eresiing atpecs of the
LEED cetifacation preceLy o the “tomeisianing
of the Bulloing, which animis venfication that
ensures the binldsnp's sysiems (sech 38 5ir oon
defioning] s wailung ad elhiceally a§ predicied
This regguirement has Ehe elech ol encoursging
ang-lerm sustainable practicss in the operation
of buigmgs. Uher 1B Wie of 8 Bosding, he medon
fenance and energy casts cas far oufsinp thee

1L s biehsan catly MR (e ol
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The Power of the County
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Who has the most influence when it comes to shaping the Houston region? It's not necessarily the city at its center,

USREKKHOWMST 10 BANY of s readenes,
Harres Comney o “a fmore sagnificani
WL ol |"'|I-!-w..1'| chanpe than the cay ol

" says Cany Hagstetie, special
sdvannd i the mayor for downtown urban

[Risstom i,

develogmeent, Those who live in the cen-
trad ciry may oot see i, Hagstere adids,
= Rur youn o outsdide the crry and there

tlee conmiy hais a very strong influence,™

Road comstractian bes at the core od
Harvis County governaaent, OF is pastal
expenditures of $1.75 hillion in fecal
vear 2004, about 4 percent bess than the
city of Howson's $2.96 B, Harms
Comimey apent sune M [ETeEnt, ar a hald
Fillsom dhisllars, on road comsarscrion and
imaintenaios. Only the admindstrageoi ol
justice pook wp @ longer chunk of county
expemditure,

Ineclsded in ithat hall ballion was $213
mallion spent by the Harrs Coanty Tl
Bl Aumhasrizy—the county’s lavoned
vehiecle for mew road comansction, becase
W can generate revenee, Lot year the Toll
Road Authority opened the 5391 million
Westpark Tollway, Mow it is moving on
wmbitiogs plans ro basld 40 more miles
of thie Coramal Parkway, ﬂ:lmpbr'lr ihe lasi
segmend of the dam Houston Tollway,
extend the Hardy Toll Road o doan:
rovwn, and add “mamaged™ lanes™ along
Stare Highway 290 It can accomplish all
this weethasut catlser citizen input or alier-
nanves analvas fwhech lederal regulanons
describe ak the “heart™ ol environmental
IMVPACE Assessneend |,

The Toll Road Avwthasriny's eelagmvely
small budier belies ies oumsized impace on
comimnty risad evenstroctim. The Authoriow

wirs instrumental, for mstansce, in laanch

T the $2.2 billson Karv Freewa V EXAE
sion progect, Une of the largest in sate
histoe ¥, ilix puapect will tranulodim 28
enmibes af [=10 fvpo @ [4-00- 18 lane mega-
hughweay, includamg a | 2-mule stresch with
fowr wodl Lames designed, buile, and oper
atod by the couney. The county’s offer 1o
comrribhare as mnch s 500 mallicn k-
wtarted the progect by redocemg t"u:rh.-n.'lrn.l
commpletson fime froem 12 years fo s

The coiniey dimes ifioee thais ulllph
comstruct roads, Ir alsos maemrams 216 00
acres of parkland, abaan half the votal
that exots within county borders.” The
Haers Comingy Flood Conreal Distric
uses 4 dedscared porion of property
taxes to adniinster the Houston area’s
baggest pegional ood prevention pro-
gram. Last vear, the Districe released
|1r|r||r|1|rurg.' copies of ars | (Hkyear flnnd
maps,’ the first county-wade reviiaon of
stich maps sewee the carly 19805 These
maps dircerly atfect development because
they can result in bailding restrictions
and afbect bath food inserance rates and
property valies,

The comumnty has absis plj:.nl 4 rule
in revibalizeng downiown and the Samn
Sareet Cornador. [t has carmarked $388
mallioa to build or revovare swany of the
county courthause and gail facibioss in an
arva spreading out over a dozen down-
towin Blocks, Amd it has pumiped more
than 5230 mallion meo developing Relian
Park. As County Judpe Roberr Eckels
says, redevelopment “wouldn’t have
happened wrlwout the couney's particd
panon.” Cinmg the soceess of the Main
soreet light rail line, be nobes the imapar

tanee of the coumiys “work on develop

ing rhe noerh end .. |amed] likewnse, the
woaith end of the Main Stree line.... We're
the anchor on both ends of the syster,®

A Lack of Attentisn

Ask the average Houstoman whar Harns
Cominey dlises, Bosieesves, anad vl |'|I|||l
albddy et 0 blank ware, *We don’t pet

the type ol attention tiae a oty dises,”
laimedts Judpe Eckeda. "t scraally

wery Irmiratmg, ~ Une reason, he RS,

s the structare of county grvernmeni.
“Peaple rend 1o underseand the mayor [of
Hapispon] and they understamd vhe [ciry]
council ... [buat) the T ynl af the COuNtyY
i called a pudge, =0 nobody understands
what w is than 1 do.®

Tewas” 254 counries operate under
an J||'|r|-.|hu.ml structure set up by the
Srate Constitution of 1876, Reacting o
peroeived excesaes of Recomstrusnon, the
document’s framers sought 1o weaken
central aurharry by dupt'nl.n;; I g
mnilerple elected officials, Thar is why
thete are elecnions for connty judee and
bocal comimissioners, ds well as Mo coanty
attorney, tax sssessor-collector, and coun
ty auditor—unot 1o mention judges and
gonstables,

Ironically, this strcmure had rhe
uniniended effect of concentranng, power
among the Colnty Commas e, par-
meoularky in urban countees mich as Harms,
Tewas” larpest amid the chird langest in the
UL, Sence the Siabe Consssiotion bives the
numdser af commbssioners por county a8
fouir, comnuissioners in rapdly growing
comnties have become moreasimgly T

ful. Each of Harns County's four com

T SEEITRETS TEPrEsens 4 isersct ol nearky
SUKL O people, Precuscs 4, the Largess ai
545 wguare mmiles, i larger in areca thar
Mew York Ciry and Chicago combaned,

Moreowern, each commmessioner has
coneral af the budget far s or her pre-
et o the 2004 biudget, Harms Coangy
comimisasners were dlbscared 8 combimed
8272 millson, By vear’s rnd, however, thaey
had lefs $160 muilhon—almast &0 porcent
ol it—uimpent. {banivers vt that
these funds, olten rollesd over from year o
year, provide & convensent souarce of dis-
cretumary spending.

Ther comimty juidpe evupacs a muisch
weaker posinion. Though he i the pablic
face of the county and the only member
of Commssioners Court @0 be eleceed
counrywide, be s neither a |u|l|:l." hiaf
a tree chiel execmive. With a Fnsilper ol
only about $4 million, be commands
pen ready surce ol patronage, and
his only real power is his one yvote on
Compessiners o,

In contrass to the judge, the mayor
of Hamiston is the miost poserlul poli
cian i the city, wath beoad appomtiment
powers and contral over the budger. *1n
the city, soo much depends apon the per
soppaliny and power of the mavor,™ s
Richard Murray, head of the Universiry of
Haoston Center lor Public Polscy, *You
get a mayor that's very efficient and effec-
tve, amd he o she's gor the roods (o really
muake ciy government work, You per
mavors with less power, .lh:|-|g.. W AT
ext, wil things can detersorate Ak klv.®

Since 1991, city ofticials have been
limuined o wax vears of seroce, whsch

has resobed m dromatc shates i podicy
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with each wew mavos 1|-.|I LI RRINIEINY heas

pelgmed at the county, wisere offucials have

ie o serve extraondinanly long
bEriis. [ 'l|
48 e

eloare refrng in 15540

been al
: '1-_||| irry ™ Lvons, bor s,
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S0 in exchange for supporting the releren
dum, the Rodeo extracted a proanise from
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Freight Trains: Disappearing Soon from a Neighborhood Near You?
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TRANSPORTATION FLANKERS lave long
beleved in making mo lile plans, Even
by thiae '|.1Jnd;1 n,i'n.1 ilse idea of TETTHATINE
all the irewghe trains thar come fnge and
o ot of Howasgon apto new cormdors s
big. B =0 are the implicatioms: no nvore
tying up trathic ar rasleoad crossags in the
Hewghas o Baver Oaks or Sugar Lansd; no
dlow-mawing Ireight trains splicring neih-
borhoods in the East Ends more capacity
o the Port of Hosiseong and midles of raal
corrubiors vacatod for rease as bike paths,
teell pwnsids, aar pomites tor passenger Fail,

The most amaring thang s, of jus
iiagghs hajepeni.

Husiston has beeis dealimg with the
effects of fresghr rrains for & long ime.
The line that msday couses traffic amas
o Westhoimer and Richmond near 610
wan bl im 1214 g0 get trains away from
Montrose neighborhoods. A 1953 stody
4.'11m|1||mmnﬂ] h'r ﬂ'hr l'_'llr ol Himision rec-
umesetuded moveng Linion Station in order
tos rervsine trains thar maght block the
flosw of traffic ro the emerging downeown
freeways, Bat changing the layoiat of the
ridl limes dida’t happen. Houston's teeight
raibroad system has remained stanic while
the cary L'xpl-h.Inl wround 18, Abmosd all the
lotees thae existed in 1953 are stifl m o,
and mo new lines have been added

The stare of vhe rail petwork is o
reflection of ecoiismic realines. Ever smee
the government began sabsideong trans-
piare by trck, the sailroad basiness as
been detined by the meed 1o cur costs o
meet the competition. Even with deregula-
tiaw, growang rail trafbic, and mega-meng-
ers, the frewgh railroads have shim probi
margins, They simply doomo have the

BY CHRISTOF SPIELER

aney (o bindd new rail routes or dra-
matically upgrade existing ones,

IF ihe rail svsiemn s io be transhoimed,
one of two things must happen: the rail-
rosvids Pt go our of busieess, or the
porvermanent must get involved, Aol after
wartimg 5 years for the former, stage anad
lemcal powernimients are now considening
thie latrer

I Fhimwstomn, the mmpenes tor a new
lanoke a1 Freighi rasl comes from several
unrelated developmenes, The 1959 merger
ol the Unijon Pacibie and Somthern Pacitc
railpoads weni badly, coammg severe rail
congestiesn m Houston and alarmng peos-
ple in the perrochemical induseries and as
the port. A 26N proposal o buld a new
rail lime near Clear Lake gave residents af
Hipston's east sidhe o chamoe 1o remind
politcinns of the ¢fieon of rilroads on
thetr commumaties. The 2000 METRO
Sunlutumns ph.munp. PIOCESS ledd ehe oty
po agudy commuter rail, and those stadies
concluded that heavy ireight waffic left no
room for new passenger trains, And the
Harres Couney Toll Rosd Aathorty, look-
g for the space 1o add maoee rrathic Lines,
eved the rail cormidors thar radiate i of
dowmican Howston.,

Beawtie of this wouklld have resuliesd in
anything, however, were il nadt fog a ilra
matic shife m thinking on the stare sl
natimal kevel. Unlike every other means
of freight rranspore in the 115, rail freigh
has remained completely in the hands of
the private sector, Cayveriiments oy Talil
roadds, ainpairts, ports, and waterways, b
it s the railrosd companses thar buld,
mnaanrain, and operare the nanion’s rram
wracks. Hawing experienced intense gov-

Crnmscin r|_-|u|la|h1|| trom the Progressive
Era imin the 19808, the railrosds prefer n

that L And while state |1.|p:|rl.'|-.n' :]r[url-
ments were rechristened “rransportagion”™
deparmments e the 1970, ther foces-—
and theer fesding—has remained cenered
off pavericnt, ok tracks,

i Pocent years, RCFVETRIETECINS. ACEiss
the country have bepun o realoe that
frefght trans ane an important part of the
vransporeation pacture. In Massachusetrs,
the stane EOVerument spent maeney 'I.l'['ﬁl-lll-
i A crossestate freight line to make the
purt o Beoston mmore competitive with the
et ol Mew York, In Lafayene, Indiana,
the racks of o ribmoads were refocared
to get (reight rams pway from downown
sreets. The nation's bese kpovwen pubh
rail infraseristune proje, the Alaapcida
Corridor in Lon Amgeles, is miended 1o
let the bimiest port on the West Caoagg
handle an .lnllu.:lp:!l:d SEERC 10 Conbaemey
traffic. Most ambwiiously, ihe Ciry od
Cluicago broughs together six natioaal
aned rwne oscal frelght ranlosads, the local
coimimater erain authority, Amarak, the
federal Surface Transpomandon Board, and
the Hlinees Deparrment of Trampostamon
to hammer oat a $1.5 allion p|.m (L]
imcrease fresght il capaciiy, improyve
comaniter rail seevice, separabe irains ol
rouids, and remwrve an oberisive elevaced
rail line near the Lo,

Freaghe raid rebocanan fars magle
i et the Texas eparmment asf
Tramportations radar in the Georgetown
Appstun-San Antoado corridos, where heavy
Treigha rail traffic curs thoough a scric
of downrowns and complicates plans

tor start comanuter rall service. TxlB0Y]



is nav asking the state beginslature joe
SUEN milion annually o belp relocare
irerghs Fail Fomiees i irhan centers. That
oy wion't g Baey in's estimated thar the
l::nu'mlmu-."iuﬂm-iln Antomin periject
will g ST anlliesn puse to ik
the cierrent bevel of rail capacity. Soll,
TalOT s bunding request is o sagn thay
rasl has masle it omao the state'’s agenda.
TsHIT o alen prepaning 16 Lnnch a
stntewnle freqshn rail improvemsent study,

In Asiguse 2004, Harrs Coonty gom-
pleted a grade crossang sty asmed ai
soparating rail tracks from the roads they
crows, That stody led the commiy 1o con-
clude that vrving eo eebualad all the exdaing
rail b b elimimeaie maad cnmsings mnghe
nil b the mrest desirable aprion. As o
resul, the county fdlowed up wath the
the Regional Fresghe Rail linprovement
Flan—a sty busibed goimaly by Harrs
Cownry, Union Paciic anad BS3F ithe
s primary easlooad companies in
Hoastond, Fort Bend Couney, the Mot of
Husiasgrin, dind the Ciry of Houstian, Tliat
study lonked at concentrating vl traff
mn Pewer, Ei;hrr CAPALITY ral cormadinrs,
Bemides the funding pareners, the saudy
invislves TV, the Flousran-Calveston
Area Counal, ancd METROY, Perhaps mast
eritically, i alw has backing from the
hussiesy LomImumEy n thse form ol tlse
Liald Coast Maolibiey Panmers, a Greaver
Hawusron Parnceship committes,

Hamiston still bas a buge amoant of
freaght rail eraffic in the city, doe in large
part o the petrochemical plants along the
Elup Uhanmel, and it mowves in MY COe-
rudors ul.li.:ltlll.p; in every direction, The
seven proposed projects inchided in the
Regional Freight Rail lmproversent Man
reflect that, These propects vary grearly
in sooepe, ampeict, and oot The lease
cupetsmive, priced at 5147 mallion, would
improve existing freight lines in the Fast
Emi, .IILI.IHH iracks aiml |'l|.|.|1|.1ltﬁ W AT
pases aned underpasses to separate auto
eraffic from rail mathic. This waonld benetic
Elmion Pacific pnd BNSF as well as the
pemphborhoods by keepmg trams moving
withouit blockogg strecis, Aiather scheme
wsdled rebiscate the facilities at which ruck
pralers wial containers are haded orido
trams from corrend constraned sies, one
e 610 portheast of downgown aml
another near Hobby Airpore, o open land
mear Urosby, W puiles from Howseon, This
wirtldd renove both trazns and rucks from
mncr-crry meighlserhoods.

Thie most ambidines PrasETs womll
create pew ral cormdors that wouild
completely hypass Houston, Chie vos-
ridior would lollow the aligmment of the
proposed Cerand Parkway through Fort
Bend County, remanving 540 grans g day
bty Sugar Land, Missoun Cay, and
Sicrma Planiation. Anotler would follow
am existing rail line theough Montgomery
Coniney, lettimg trains from the aorth and
misrthwess bypass the ooy and subsirks

such aa Tomball and Sprang. A third cormn-
dor woukl nannel under the Ship Channcl,
cunpecting indusrics in Passdena and
Baypory directly o rail lines mo thie cast
and northeast. These corndars would be
mapinr windertakings, valving the con-
structisn of more than 150 miles of new
doubdearrack rail lenes, some on entirely
new alignments, af a cost of 53 hallion.

YWhile they are relatad, each of the
seven progects in the Regional Freight
Rail limprovement Man could be ungder
taken indepenabend]y; some are in fac
redundant, The plan coneains no com-
prehensive analysis of how the different
prigects would fin together and how the
revised (reight rand syseemn would fascron.
Presumahly, some existing rail lines could
he abandoned. Howewer, many of the
bines serve induseries located along ehekr
rights of way, and these insdustrics would
sl require lowal rrams oo serve them,
albeit g much reduced mumber.

The preyects waosuld be welcamed by
eany neaghboslusads. B s anpomam
o remsember thar neither the coumiy nor
the sure 1s the final decnon-maker here;
the railroads are. The rail e are, alier
all, privare property, and the rallroads are
provecred from bscal government conrrol
by the interstate commerce clause of the
LIS, Constrturion. IF the ralroads canmot
be persuaded 1 po along with s relocs-
tion scherme, it will not happen.

For the rallroads, fwio tldigs matten
funding aml mmpact on thar operations,
That's where some ol the proposed prog.
ot could run ingn prnHﬂm. Many of the
trainy headed mio or out of Hoiston serve
the poirt area; oven trains passing theagh
Houston often stop ae che oiys rail yards
b pack wp oF drop ol traim cars. The
Regional Fregghi Bail Improvemend Plan
addmirs thar the Union Pacific bs umwill-
ing ta relucate its majaor vards farther
anaf, whrrr Ih::r 'unll.lll.l e In.l. cumnveiient
v thee port. This means it unlikely thas
trains will be able 1o bypass the city
entirgly, Even of the government packed
op the cost of rebscatmg the rarl vands,
the railroads comldl pay a penaley m eine
angd maney by shifting their operations,
For example, the proposad rail bypass
that womld go throagh Fort Bend Coomry
mijthe help Sugar Land and Missoan Ciy,
bt it wounld abvo add 21 mibes o the trips
of most of the trains wsimg ie.

Uindon Pacific and BMSF themselve
have come up with a mote measured
approach o change, one sumnsed up
i a proposal that would concentrage
on improving existing breighe hines aisd
trcight wands in the inoer city. Under
the radlroads” plan, trams would move
through the same nemhborhassds this
dio Bow ain iy of the sdriae rouiles,
bt aakdivionnal sracks would be added
twr albow foe more rasl mralfic and help
prevent iraems frosn having it sbop in
cengral Howston due o congestbon, The
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railroads’ proposal abso includes grade
weparatsis—overpasses and wnderpass-
ev=—ani guiet pones 1w reduee the impac
of ranl traffic an the aiy's resideniy, Four
cxrafong ral yards and 36 miles of rrack
coubll be abandoned and made available
for new uses. The railroads’ plan dises not
offer the radical relief thar the Begions]
Fecigha Rail Improvement Plan doscs, bt
it wondd bring sapnabicant benehits ot 3
mich lower price tag, and woukd have the
support of the raulroad companies.

Eithir plan, thinagh, lsoes copsderable
hurdles, Financing may be the biggest, Los
Angeles” Almeilas Corndor was pasd for
in large part by toll colbecred from the
radbroads usmg e, That succeeded becanse
the Ameda Cisrridor pedices travel tinies,
RAVETRE thie railmaads FINOY, and allows far
the running of pesre trains.

Prepending on the railroads 1o cover
the cose of an wpdared system i less
hkely to work in Houston, listead, local
leaders are working with Congressiman
T Dielay 1o secure federal funding, by
any case, MAOT rANSpOrtation projects
always benefit some areas while harm-
kgt onthers, s any radl pelocarion progecy
will wndoubeedly face local oppositon,

A fisal hurdle could be the consideralie
conperation between different bevels of
govermment, cach with s own intenss
and meotivanons, that would be required
e allow any plan o succeed.

The key o any workable schesne may
be the re-ise of existing rail cormidors,
which represent very valuahle real estare,
especially for transportation projects such
as hrghwiys, eal reanst, or bike paths,
Whew eis the Land, and what wse vhar Lo
is pat o, coulgd be a contentinus s,
Harris Conpny, the Uity of Houston, and
METRO might all wane po stake a clabm,
anid histoncally they have hasl difficalry
working together due to lack of coordima-
tian sl |1|.1||I|.|.'|I|| nrah.

Chinet asbwionis wise oo rall cosrubies s
commster rail srvice, Public mamsar s
generally METREYS respomabibity, bot the
county became mfercsted i commuter rail
i Jume 20005, when Coamy Conmnmisiones
Sppwe Radack, @ crenic o METROY: lighs
raal |1hnh prnnird dmtl-pnwn-d subuae-
ban commmaster vl mothe 29 corndor as
an altermarive, That evolved sbn o county-
funded study of commuer rail in three
oormidors, which was released i Diecenaber
2008, The couney seomed ponses] o begin
a broader stody, bt in June 2004 the
ciommisaisners soded fin haldd odi_

Thear 20008 Harrs County study mad-
catexd ehit the biggiest hardle g0 comaniter
rail was existing fredghn rail crathic, O
mawst aven il limes, partcularly vhose
leadimg men downtown, there s oo msch
frcighe eraen iralise vo allvw fos the addi-
iy o passenger trains, With fragh
tramm relocated, comumuter ral would be
relatively casy tooumplement, Bt foanceal
aiwd pulizscal challemyes would remain,

Chpening, a commiper rall line on exising
rracks coss ppwardds of §3 milbon 8 mile
tor track iR ORI, stalaiits, il
trains, Then there ane the operating costs
P e, M Commmmater e Systom 0
the Llnited Starcs ogierates withour seme
fasrmmy ol |'r5.||'||'i.|,: 1|I.II\'II|,'.|].'. L .‘m“:']:'\.' CiMn-
muiter fail sysvem costs §1 1 per passenger
trip fo operate, amd farcs cineee slightly
Jess than half of that.

METHO S wervice arca doesn’™ even
cover all of Harres Coainty, aid extends
only barely into Forr Bend Counry, Any
commmater nes outside that ares would
reapuire ai expammdni af AMETHROY ancl s
sabes tax, approements with countics or
civies v fund rail, or new cransic agen:
cies. When METRO released o revised
rail expansion plan in June, it nclsded
b coenmiber Fall lines o be openad by
2002 the US 290 line s far as Cypress
aml @ hime abong, US 908 from the soanh-
erni end of the Slain Sereet lighs rail line
as far as Missoun City, AR extensson (o
Sugar Land and Rosenberg would hase
i b funded h}' i hemer wifies o 11r|.' I"!rlrt
Bend County, Courrently, the L% A line
warries hieavy freighs traffic, and freigh
rail insprowenients could make adibing
passengers irains muste feasible.

But the county may hase another
plan in mand for some of the rail cor-
ridiirs 1:|'l.|l rr|.|||:|;l1l he imed bor coin-
mmader rail. At one bme oo anotker, the
Harris Couney Toll Road Authority has
expressed imterest o ioll roads i railooad
raphi-od-wiys paralleling US 290, 5H
249, anal 1-10 masicke 610 The Westpark
Tonld Bosaal, ehvee [ 100 el Lapes, anal rhie
Hardy Tasll Risae downivwn extensiis
all use the rght-of-ways of abandosied
rallroid lies. The Toll Rasid Auathorey
has money, and because it uses mo lederal
funding, ir's free oo build withoar piblic
hearimgs or environmendal mpagt stslies

Caomnfrviabed with the idea of a toll
ponad or commuter rail, neighbrohoosds
msay prefer o less mprusive alpermative
bake paths. The city’s Bkoway plan
alrcasly inchsbes bike paths in theee alsan-
dowed pail corridars, and Counry Judae
Raobern Fokels has ala mentioned the
prospect of mode ke pathe Bt bike
paths dov por have the politcal constim-
ey thar ighways or pablic tramse d,
The baitle lines are drawns the approval
wf winy plan that would free up rail o
abirs womld Likely be followed by agencees
and politicians fighring for their conreol,

Somie [mll-] woheemes, like the laftersiace
Highways, sscceed and change the world,
Others, like high-specd passenger rail,
seem perennially smck in the futore,
CHteniimies, a grand scheme devolves ivin
a serees of bess rowislutionary bt mwre
practical smaller propects, I mipossible
tos tell which course the Heastom fevighs
raill stady will wake, Bt one of the oot
wnportait steps has alicady happened:
frejghe rail is on the agesda. m






Hip Architecture?

Hip: The History
by John Leland, published by Ecco, 2004.
384 pp., $26.95

Reviewed by Aaron Betsky

In the world of architecture, it is not hip
to be hip. Or cool, or anything else that
smacks of surfing on the trends and rastes
of the day, pandering to mass audiences,
or otherwise doing something other than
building the rock of ages in as intellectu-
ally rigorous a manner as possible. As an
alternative, the architect can just do her
or his job, making funcrional structures in
a cost-effective manner. Giving 'em what
they want might be acceptable in certain
circles, but in architecture that would only
mean making conservative structures that
are instantly recognizable.

The dirty, dirty secret behind all of
this is the reality that, in fact, architecture
is as subject to the whims and fancies of
fashion as any other cultural endeavor,
and that most of us would sorely like
to be hip—and some of us even are, as
architects become fashion models and
culture stars.

Now there is a bible for those who
secretly aspire to be hip. John Leland’s
Hip: The History gives us the genesis of
the term, its evolution in American cul-
ture, and its meaning. In so doing, Leland
offers an alternative to those attitudes in
architecture that tend to make the disci-
pline elitist, isolated, and rigid. Though
he does not address architecture at all,
preferring to focus on music and litera-
ture, Leland does provide definitions and
pathways that might be useful for design
disciplines. Along the way, they might
actually help architecture turn from a lily
white profession into something a little
more open to the realities of our society’s
racial makeup.

For hip, as Leland 1s careful to point
out, is a black thing. The word itself
probably derives from the West African
language Wolof, and means, according to
Leland, “to see or have your eyes wide
open.” In the U.S., it became the word
for slave knowledge and language, which
hid behind phrases the masters could not
understand. From these origins in resis-
tance, hip evolved into something that
also sheltered a set of values the reverse
of those produced by the physical condi-

tions in which slaves found themselves.

It proposed the open against the closed,
the mutable against the fixed, and the
multivalent against the clear and the con-
cise. These values found their expression
in whart Leland calls “some constants: a
dance between black and white; a love of
the outsider; a straddle of high and low
culture; a grimy sense of nobility; lan-
guage that means more than it says.”

As African-Americans moved into
large cities, hip became the way they
defined themselves. It was also profoundly
urban. In the faceless city, it became a
way of establishing identity, but it also
infected that scene to the point that “hip
1s what causes creatives to move to a city,
and if you're hip, you'd be there already.”
Hip allied itself with (or was co-opted
by} advertising, which preserved what to
Leland is one of hip’s most profound attri-
butes, namely “that it allowed Americans
to reinvent themselves.™ Hip came to be
about serting a scene of your liking and
playing a role you invent. That scene is
always shifting and mutating as the story
of your invented life, led in the cracks
and seams of a more and more regulated
cconomy and city, develops in cooperation
with a changing cast of characters.

Music, an elusive medium that can
appear anywhere, became the carrier of
hip, and from there it moved into fashion
and products. Hip was about openness
and change, and hence abour the new.
This means, according to Leland, thar hip
was both the agent of transformation and
a slave to consumer culture, as in America
these became synonymous: “Hip was
aligned with modernism, and advertising
was modernism’s mass medium.” Hip was
about abstraction, abour slickness, abourt
the aura of the new and the open. That
meant it could be used to sell, but also
that it stood for an essentially free culture.
It is about an artitude and a possibility,
not about a fixed thing: “Hip captures
this moment of anticipation, a present
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tense that never becomes the done deal

of the past. Hip is to crime what gangsta
rap is to real gangbanging: the attitude
and the lingo are the same, but the music
is all implied potential, the real thing all
grisly result. Hip is the frisson of the bul-
let or blue note still in the air, dangerous
but remote. Its alternative is the romance
of work, and that’s no romance at all.” Its

“

hero is the trickster who “points toward
what is actually happening: the muddi-
ness, the ambiguity, the noise. They are
part of the real, not something to be fil-
tered out.”

Leland’s definitions are not new. He
acknowledges the work of Robert Ferris
Thompson, whose African Art in Motion
(Berkeley, 1974) and Flash of the Spirit:
African and Afro-American Art and
Philosophy (New York, 1983) established
the solid art-historical basis for this story,
and Ishmael Reed, the fiction writer
whose seminal Mumbo Jumbo (Garden
City, NY, 1972) is its most vivid evoca-
tion. In a wider sense, Leland’s argument
is one of the class of “flip and reverse it”
theories (to cite a fairly hip guru, Missy
Elliott) that seek to make what is ugly
beautiful, what is bad good, and what is
old-fashioned hip.

Whether that just makes it another
trick is less important than whether we
can learn something from it beyond our-
selves being open to interpretations and
ways of looking at our world that are the
reverse of what we believe, In this case,
Leland has some helpful hints. As noted,
he believes that hip captures the essence
of the city as a place of open, change-
able scenes that inhabitants themselves
can use to invent a world in which they
want to live. The first question then
might be: Could urban planners encour-
age this? Leland also points out that the
final expression of hip is online: “Long
after commodity fetishism divided society
from the objects around it, the logic of the
mternet or D] culture carries this dual-
ism to its natural conclusion: the physical
objects that hold samples or computer
codes are pracrically irrelevant. The infor-
mation doesn’t exist to give the objects
meaning; it is whole in itself.™ A second
question then might be: Is this an argu-
ment for a virtual architecture?

For both questions, the answer is
probably no. The whole point of hip is
that it is an act of resistance and reuse.
Making it easy does not help. Similarly,
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it is exactly the continual presence of the
real in Leland’s definition that makes

the power of the virtual, even if meaning
comes from some sort of transcendence.
Rests the question: Can architecture irself
be hip? Can it be open and tricky? Can it
be always poised, but never gangbanging?

Robert Venturi, quoting Arthur
Heckser, said it almost half a century ago:
“It is the nearness to chaos, but its avoid-
ance, that vitiates,” Somehow, being right
there on the verge of nothingness, art the
edge of consumer culture, violence, trendi-
ness, and total disorder, makes for strong
architecture—burt only if it holds some-
thing open, poised, and ineffable. That
something might be space, the old standby
spiritual self-justification for architecrure.
Perhaps Louis Kahn was hip after all.

That concentration on pure, empty
space also makes architecture a luxury,
as space is just about the most expensive
commodity in our culture. That however,
is hip too. As Leland points out: “Though
it grabs its ideas from the bottom of the
economic ladder, hip lives in luxury. Poor
societies worry about growing enough
corn; rich societies can worry about being
corny. Hip shapes how we drive, whom
we admire, whose warmth we yearn for in
the night. Its scent transforms neighbor-
hoods from forbidding to unaffordable.”
Or, as Nelly put it more succinetly: “Forty
acres and a mule, f**k thar s**t, forty
acres and a pool.”

Architecture turns nature into shaped
space, chaos into a scene for collec-
tive action, the city into a place of open
structures. Architecture can be a way of
sheltering space with structures that are
not rigid, but reflect the reuse and rein-
vention of a culture (in every sense of that
world) that already exists so that it gains
new clarity and life. As long as it does not
close down, try to hold onto rules that
are no longer of use, or disappear into
dreams of utopia, architecture could be
pretty hip. How is the architect to achieve
hipness? Leland leaves us with a way:

“To be hip is to believe in the possibility
of reinvention—to understand oneself as
between states, neither one nor the other,
without original sin, forever on the road.
Or as they say in Wolof: to see, to open
one’s eyes,”

It might be a good idea for archi-
tects to start by opening their eyes to the
possibility of the hip, and to those who
invented the phrase. m
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