

















RDA NEWS

RDA's Civic FORUM—
EARTH, FIRE AND WIND

On September 22, RDA’s second Civic
Forum in the series “Earth, Fire and
Wind™ assembled Joe Adams, chairman’s
special representative, Union Pacific
Railroad Company; James T. Edmonds,
chairman, Port Commission, Port of
Houston Authority; Lee Hogan, chairman
of the Mayor’s Taskforce on Economic
Development; and Andrew F Icken,
executive vice president, Texas Medical
Center, to speak to the current economic
engines driving Houston.

These fundamental engines not only
drive our economy but also directly
impact the growth and form of our city.
The panelists set the stage for our discus-
sion with background relating to their
specific fields. Some of the interesting
data follows. Adams: Rail carries only
33 percent of the heavy freight, while the
trucking industry carries the remainder.
Edmunds: While Houston is the sec-
ond-largest port in the ULS. and first in
foreign tonnage, 86 percent of the con-
tainer tonnage stays in Texas. Hogan: In
1983, Houston’s economy was 86 percent
dependent upon oil. In 2003, it was only
48 percent dependent. Our gross regional
production is $250 billion—rivaling that
of some small countries. The working
list of drivers is best represented by the
taskforces that make up the economic
development group he leads: energy, bio-
technology, aerospace, Latin America,
and informartion technology. Icken: In a
unique Federal Reserve study, the TMC
has a $13 billion impact on our economy,
accommodates 25,000 students, has 30
million square feet of non-hospital build-
ing space, and represents 70 percent of
the health care provided over the eight-
county region,

The presentations were followed by
questions from the audience. Our first
question focused on how to establish the
region mind-set. The responses varied:
the need to create a structure that would
allow the individual agencies to somehow
share services, therefore creating economy
for all; dealing with the sheer volume and
multiplicity of agencies, governments,
etc.; the need to establish management
and planning protocols to deal with traf-
fic flows (vehicular, freight, etc.); the need
to support regional research competition
plus the issue of terrorism; the need for
a larger arsenal of incentives to attract
research, industry, and development; and

last, the need to accommodate and sup-
port commuter rail. Other questions
included how to accommodate growth.,
Long-range planning and coordination
are seriously needed at both the local
and regional levels. Also, How do we
handle community issues? The answers
revolved around how each agency is
still learning how to do that very thing
but that it is absolutely important to
work with the community.

Our third and final Civic Forum
was held Wednesday, December 1. Our
topic: The larger forces coalescing that
will ultimately reconfigure our region,
including economic, environmental, and
social conditions. — Joe Douglas Webb,
AlA, for the Civic Forums Committee

CROSSING OVER:
RDA To VisiT Mexico CiTy AND
SEATTLE/VICTORIA

Over the past four years RDA travel-
ers have visited a variety of cities in
the United States as part of the RDA
Hometown Tours. In response to the
m.lm,‘ rcqucsh o t'.\lp'.'l"d our prngmm.
we are offering two international des-
tinations in 2005: Mexico City and
Seartle/Victoria.

Mexico City:

Metropolitan Life and Private Space
March 16-20, 2005; $1,900 pp/dbl
(add $340 for single occupancy)

In 1519, when Hernan Cortes first
arrived, Mexico City was already larger
than any contemporary European city.
It has remained the political, cultural,
and social center of Mexico, and has
been an architectural showcase for the
better part of the millennium.

Our tour will include a survey of
the city’s Aztec and Spanish colonial
heritages and its modern landmarks,
as well as visits to a remarkable collec-
tion of homes and projects by architects
such as Luis Barragan, Juan O’Gorman,
Agustin Hernandez, Teodoro Gonzalez
de Leun, Ricardo Legorreta, Enrique
Norten, and Alberto Kalach.

We will be staying in Legorreta’s
masterpiece, the Camino Real Hotel,
and complementing our architectural
visits with a sample of the richest cui-

sine on the continent.

- T i (U Vi Y el

—
Gala night: Downtown Transit Center, 1900 Main Street (PGAL, 2004), welcomed RDA revelers on November 13.

Scattle/Victoria: Soak It Up!
June 15-19, 2005; $1,900 pp/dbl (add
$430 for single occupancy)

Seattle, founded in 1851, occupies a
hilly isthmus between Puger Sound and
Lake Washington. With a population
of 3.7 million, Seartle is home to such
icons of contemporaneity as Microsoft,
Amazon.com, and Starbucks.

Architecturally, Seartle is extraordi-
narily rich. Such new landmarks as the
Seattle Public Library by Rem Koolhaas
and OMA and Frank Gehry's Experience
Music Project are complemented by the
Seattle Art Museum by Venturi & Scort
Brown (with a new addition by Allied
Works of Portland) and Steven Holl's St.
Ignatius Chapel at Seartle University.

We will be staying at the Hotel Alexis,
a quiet boutique hotel located two blocks
from the waterfront. To conclude our visit
to the Pacific Northwest, we will travel by
Clipper vessel to spend a day in Victoria,
Canada, where we will have a private
tour of Butchart Gardens and a walking
tour of downtown and Parliament.

Through the vast RDA nerwork, our
tours provide the rare opportunity to

meet local architects, preservationists, and
historians; visit private homes; and enjoy
behind-the-scenes tours of public spaces.
Please contact Lynn Kelly (713-256-3244)
or the RDA office (713-348-4876) for
additional information abourt either trip.

RDA GALA: MAN IN MoOTION
HONOREES: METRO AND ED WULFE

The new METRO Administration
Building, designed by PGAL, was the
venue for the annual RDA Gala on
November 13, Gala chairs Anita and
Gerald Smith greeted nearly one thousand
guests, many of whom arrived at the
party via Houston’s new light rail system.
The RDA honored METRO and devel-
oper Ed Wulfe. Wulfe helmed the effort
that resulted in the successful passage of
the referendum in favor of Houston’s light
rail development. Wulfe serves as chair-
man of the Main Street Coalition and has
led the redevelopment of Houston’s Main
Street Cornidor,

The new building, located art the
Downtown Transit Center at 1900 Main
Street, will open for business in January

2005. Look for party pictures in Cite 63.

(ourtesy PGAL
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The Architecture and Design
Review of Houston
Subscription

One year: $15 Two years: $25

Name
Address
City/State Zip

- Check for $
< Gift subscription

enclosed.

The Rice Design Alliance

The Rice Design Alliance, established in 1972,

18 a not-tor-profic organization dedicared o the
advancement of architecrure, urban design, and
the built environment in the Houston region
through educational programs; the publication of
Cite, a quarterly review ot architecture and design;
and active programs to initiate physical improve
ments, Membership in the RDA is open

to the general pubhic,

Individual Membership $35
leket discounts for all RDA programs
Free subscription to Cite: The Architecture

and Design Review of Houston
Invitations to “members only™ evenrs
Participanion in the annual membership

meenng and evem
Parucipanion in the annual architecture tour
Student Membership $15
All of the above benefirs
Family Membership $50
All of the above benefits for your family
Sponsor Membership $125
All of the benehits accorded ro Family Members
Courtesy nckets ro two selected RDA programs
Patron Membership $250
All of the benefits accorded to Sponsor Members
Courtesy tickets to three selected RDA programs
Sustaining Membership $500
All of the benefits accorded to Patron Members
Courtesy tickets to all RDA programs
Corporate Membership $1000
All of the benetits accorded o Sustaiming Members
Recogmition in the RDA journal Care and a

all RDA programs
Link to your website from RDA's website
Corporate Sponsorship $1500
All of the benefits accorded to Corporate Members
Sponsorship of a selected RDA program
Special recognition on 5,000 announcements,

at the program, and mn Cue

Membership Application

Name

Address

City/State Zip
Telephone

E-mail

Occuparion

Membership Category
Amount enclosed $

Checks should be sent ro Rice Universiry,
Rice Design Alhance = MS 51,
'O Box 1892

Houston, Texas 77251-1892,
Telephone: 713.348.4876

www,rda.nce.edu

CALENDAR

RDA CIVIC FORUM

“EARTH, FIRE, AND WIND: PART IIl”
Wednesday, December 1, 7 p.m.
Brown Auditorium,

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

713.348.4876 or www.rda.rice.edu

This season, RDAY civic forums will focus
on the Houston region’s self-assessment
at the beginning of a new century. The
first civic forum, “Earth,” addressed the
successes and challenges in shaping the
face of our residennal life through various
neighborhood organizations and acrivists,
“Fire” focused on the current economic
engines and their impact on the city form.
The final forum in the series, “Wind™

will address the larger forces beginning to
coalesce that will reconfigure our region,
including economic, environmental, and

social conditions.

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON GERALD D. HINES
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE EXHIBIT

“Doug Michels: Beyond the Ant Farm™
January 14-March 6

College of Architecture Gallery
713.743.2400 or www.arch.uh.edu/news

Concurrent with “The Ant Farm™ at UH
Blaffer Gallery, January 14-March 6.

RDA SPRING 2005 LECTURE SERIES
“BUILT BRAZIL”

Brown Auditorium,

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston

» I |

713.348.4876 or www.rda.rice.edu

Since the 1930s, when a group of young
Brazilian architects requested the help of
Le Corbusier in designing the Ministry
of Education and Health, Brazil has been
an exemplar of superlative modern archi-
tecture. This tradition of audacious and
exquisite architecture—Dbest illustrated by
the building of the city of Brasilia—will

be explored in this lecture series.

Wednesday, January 12, 7 p.m.
Film: The Line—Lucio Costa and the
Modern Utopia

Wednesday, January 19, 7 p.m.
Lauro Cavalcanti

Wednesday, January 26, 7 p.m.
Marcio Kogan

Wednesday, February 2, 7 p.m.
Ciro Pirondi

Wednesday, February 9, 7 pom.
Thiago Bernardes

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON GERALD D. HINES
COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE LECTURES
Architecture Theater,

Room 150 of the Architecture Building
713.743.2400 or www.arch.uh.edu/news

Meonday, March 7, 6 p.m.
Louise Harpman, Specht Harpman, NY(

Monday, March 28, 6 p.m.
Laurie Hawkinson,
Smith-Miller + Hawkinson, NYC

RDA HOMETOWN TOURS

RDA’S Hometown Tour program began

in 2000 and in the past four years RDA
travelers have visited a variety of cities in
the United Srares. In response to the many
requests to expand our program, we are
offering two exciting international destina-
tions in 2005:

Mexico City: Metropolitan Life and
Private Space

March 16-20, $1900 pp/dbl
Seattle/Victoria: Soak It Up!

June 15-19, $1900 pp/dbl

Through our vast network, RDA's tours
provide rare opportunities to meet local
architects, preservationists, and historians;
visit private homes; and enjoy behind-
the-scenes tours of public spaces. Please
contact Lynn Kelly (713.256.3244) or the
RDA office (713.348.4876) for additional

information about either trip.

RICE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE: THE PAUL
A. KENNON MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM
“MODULATIONS, SESSION II: CULTURING
NATURES”

Friday, April 1, 9 a.m.=5 p.m.

Farish Gallery, Rice School of Architecture

www.arch.rice.edu

Modulations, the fourth Kennon
Symposium, brings together an interna-
tional and multi-disciplinary roster of sci-
entists, designers, theorists, and engineers
as a “trading zone" to reassess the history
of the module and explore its revitaliza-
tion in current design practice, If in the
past modularization led to homogeneity
and standardization, today components
are systematically varied and modulated to
produce emergent organizations of space,

program, material, and even practice.

Speakers: Manuel Delanda, Evan Douglis,
Keller Easterling, Ulrika Karlsson, Sean
Lally, John Maeda, Chris Perry, Michael
Speaks, Bruce Sterling, Mark Yim, |.
Meejin Yoon.

RDA ANNUAL ARCHITECTURE TOUR

Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and 3,
1-5 p.m.

13.348.4876 or www.rda.rice.edu

For its 28th annual architecture tour,
RDA will collaborate with Houston Mod
to highlight the buildings and architects
that were on the forefront of Houston’s
modern architecture movement in the
1950s and "60s.

SALLY WALSH LECTURE

Thomas Phifer,

Thomas Phifer and Partners, NY(
Wednesday, April 6, 7 p.m.

Brown Auditorium,

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
713.348.4876 or www.rda.rice.edu

A collaborative lecture with the

Rice Design Alliance; The Houston
Architecture Foundation; and the
American Institute of Architects, Houston;
this lecture is dedicated to the memory of
one of Houston’s most distinguished inre-

rior kll‘\l).',”l‘l"s.

GULF COAST GREEN 2005 SYMPOSIUM ON
BUILDING

April 29, 7:30 a.m.~6 p.m.

George R, Brown Convention Center
713.426.7473 or www.gulfcoastgreen.org

Featuring both local and national speak-
ers, this one day symposium explores
environmentally sensitive or “green”
building in the Texas Gulf Coast Region.
Speakers include both commercial and
residential architects, contractors, engi-
neers, and owner/operators involved with
green building. Exhibitor area will fearure
the latest in green building products, ser-
vices, and technologies. 7.5 HSW CEUs.
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Evolution of Form

Wiess and Martel colleges honor their forebears
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tromm the gquasl, matenals and arnament

Precome mereasingly simplified. Loven
Hall exhibigs the full complement of
|l|.||-|_-||.1|'\-.., AP Progdiaie o s sapiaire
image and the Sallyport that anisences
oy arpival et the academic Precingt,
Farther away, termmaiing the view of
J cidmms-AXIN, ghe LII_‘I_ h.lllll_‘.ll Lab mmd
Campanile (the other stgnanire form on
campus) are pared down o brck., Farrher
vt fram the academsc guaids, Baker amd
Hanssen colleges simpdify vhe formm even
further by subststuring stucon for ione im
st of their facades. Llsingt this hierarchy
of matenale, Uram (and kis alver Ly 0
William Ward Warkin) were able to create
nearly endless varsery

Cram collsged clements of Yenectam
Grothic, Syrian, and Byzantine sovles inro 8
new expression he fele approprate for the
brogghs s of the Texas Gall Coasr, Using
the sofr tones of blended Baffalo Bayvon
hth_ [l."!..l.-.. 1 ||.n|r|\. hI|I.-|-\r||I||'._ H|.|.lr\.|
inles, and red fele rooding. Craims sebned
|_'|_|n1||,|'-|!l1 |'|.I-. II-|I|-|'-||';..|. III'.-.|:-|'\|.. and
sryrmled campuiy anchitects over the sud
|,|;|,'|,|lll:|: lecades, Eh,|:||,|l|l|.=_-h o thie 15l
and “B0s achdeved] contmaity with the
puidelines of the Geeneral Flan and msed
the material paleste to define a conipat
ihle molerminy. Becemn projec, lrweyer,
compeie with Cram's harmony by copy
injt hisrorne details, by aging oo many
muterials and v mech dewailing, and by
impasing inappropriate grand archwavs
I o pight o gompere with Lovert Hall,
Fomrtunagely, ndy one has yer troced to buaild

anuther campanile

=

The “pew™ Wiess and Mareel colleges
linik less "like Bice™ than ainy recent
campas buildings. Yet, paradaxically, they
make msore meamingiul commections o
Cram's vision of spatial order and mape:
rl.ﬂ I||,'||,'|r||-j'ld'l.llrll1-'.'-_

O the ar-morth edge of canpus,
where Lram onginally planned & subads
wessoon i 20 bacuby lowsses, the orminal
wnimen s resbbenos ol Margarer Rioior
Hvracin | Brown 8 Root, 19658 and Marv
Coibha Jones (Llovd & Morgan, 1957)
cullepes always felt disconniected froam
the Rice order. With the addstion of new
reatdeninal wilags, comiinis, seevery, and
the new Martel Caollepe, Michael Graves
& Asancianes has reorganssed thas distncr
and creaved a new diagonal axis that con
meces ot the rest of the campas

“We thought the e of sngle-loaded

|_'||r|n||l:| W UHPCETITE AU CORIvIONT G-

vards wis especially importait., o o
a sense of accessabilioy amild commuminy,”
nides T Bowe of Graves’s office. The
Martel courrvard plan odiers o new tvpe
il hp.1r|.'|| arranpemeit lor the sewdon

tial areas, In vhe past, bong basildings ol
dbimlele-loaded corradises have loosels
delined the space of the college precanct,
u-||||. ToWiils || L ETRTTS |||r||,- LU PG TRl Lo the
vaitelowirs, The courts of Raker, Will Hice,
.||:|! ||_|||'..I il AFT CREETIMLTS 1 r|'||' |1~rr|ul
snial compositson, In corase, the Mariel
LOEFT i o q.,_h.'||.|| |:l.||. L-..|||j ||.||1|J ol LY TN o
wrth a single beg nak tree amd peenie
I.I.|1||,"\. .III-.I .L||||I:|II||_l| deTivals s 1]I|.' [ ]
air passages. [ i als a oghily enclosed
space, the farsi ol wis koinad o & AFTHHILS

[ The university set a regudrcnicnt bor the
new cullepes thar cach rooen be behinad

at least two locked disors, Thiss, rooms
LANBOE i darectly omro the sidewnlk as
they did in the ald Wiess and sall do in
the 1950k colleges. That restricmion posed
i feal |.|'|.1||c||5|:l.' i thie archiiects as they
el to rerurn o the older forms withour
beling able po handle circulagsom i the
aaime wav, )

The reorcintageon of this part of
campus s largely scoomplishes) with a
|r|:||='|i'-\.'||||_-\.' |:|-|||'.||'..|'-||.'|_ (ol | u:ip,ll.' A e
diggnnal axes that beads (o the north end
of Lowert Hall
block i merced with a wll poral faced
im sl Ilue-grav © ||'-pul|||.| marhle thar,
while coining <lose 1o heing another pacy

“|n N |U||.:|]-. Frl:r-.r.'|!||.||l'||.:,

idia "Hlllrihn'h |'|.|'| 4|II|II||,' 'n.l..lll.' Tin Jdl‘lrr\-ﬂ.
thi long vista soigh 1o Loven Hall

[he propeating bays thar march alng
the oter perimeter of Martel College arc
remiscent of the wesid bay windosw on
HRaker Callege. The perastenmt exprossion
it the loor-slaly |'|!|\'_: creares a laver
4t ol haowronial hines that relate o a
smmnilar feature on the nearbs wings ol
sy Cidlege. While incorpasrating these
Rice relerences. Marel is a shisninctively
Gravesian design, with stout cylindrical
crlumms on the proumsd bevel, brack et
gerning o Enply oversealed rostication,
and am almosr chaldlike plaviulvess thar i
4|.'Frl.'-h|:|r||.: i coiilrasE to ithe sufl Kisor-
cost posrng of recend acadenuic st
LT T I T T

Ihe maovst dramate addetion to the
three-vallege comples s the new Brown
Commons. Placed as a divider botween
I||r '|.wr|||-_||_'|.‘| |J.'|l|.|1 il |||r||1n'|| I|l|-,| rhn_- I||'|:l_'.|j
garden of Jones (wath s now transplam
e Carl Mikles foumrainh, the oismmens is
a steeband-glass pavileen rising within a

I'-rn,'l-: .||'|,.|-|t-|_'l II'H' |'-I||.I.,| ||1c|h.||ll|'r\. it L

roif plane are suppaorted by Large sieel
heaces vhat angle up froan the brick base,
EIving :hl_' FeiEi A I|th.||l||.: .I|'\'|'\-|'.1l'.1r||.,|_' :"|.
tall, marrow porch with slendder colunmis
stamas Tree ol ehe plass (REL ilinm like &
fale fromk, an overscaled pobure aimed
||i-|n1 w the it L[] .I ety Flall

Whiale caxch collepe o distineg and
siebb-commamed, Beown, lones, and Manel
share the mewest learure of the Rixe Land
s o food servery. Undee the pundange
of Mark Durman, diseovor of Howosng
amal Diuming, campis-wile food serviee is
e idreadded cenrral
kinchen has rebeared ois las ITEYSTETY Imeat.

-|.|1.1l||'|||ﬂ Y IMETs

Food 15 preparcd fresh daily in cach sery
ery nider the direction of sis own Chel
amd gemeral manager. The chowe s aspon-
mfung. the qualicy grear. Prepanng 2040
mmcals a day provades the eoosoimy of
wiabe that makes thas msty lealsin posaibde.
Laommsely modeled afver a neall food oourt,
the Morth Servery abso handies all Giteriig
01 Canpis,

[he South Servery conmects the new
1|.!||.-|l|..lrll.ﬂ AN Pl “.I"l rh:_- Tk “‘Ir\h
College and Commons. Eventually,
amistlser college (where the old Wiess e
s wtand | will share this servery, Like the
naurrly ..:-"ql:l". r|'| [ F T this MW s
plex by Machado and Silvetn Associares
breaks new groand, apparently packimg up
a Muodernist response wihere the Ceoonge
Pierce- Abel I, Pierce Earth Scences group
(VRSH-aT) betr off. The project bepan with
the dwadvanrape of a site thar has wo
coiection 1o the asial strsotire of the
wiorith residenoul group. By turming the
wings of Wies i o therivelves o fonm
a large open sguare, Machado and Selvemi
fasrmicd a new kol of space, simalar fo e
wintirt ar Marcel bor with o masch stron e
serise o proteciive enchisare. The single-
lesded corndirs, protecied by only metal
rallings aml macsh sereens, are more opon
o the space than the masonry seoeemed
walks a1 Mareel. With the constane activ-
irw ool srosdents om the walkes, the court luas
the bistle of a SMeduerrancan eencment;
colosrful lapndry hanging from the ks
woiild ot be oy of |.‘||-I-; v

Wiewed trom Mam Street anad the
plaving feelds o the south, Wiess s oa
sernly riged bock, Subale parterns of
elfisct winidoow almgnmeends and vertical
sloe breeieways are st within the crisp
|_'-,||g;.|_'-. lI:|||.| l|4r |'||.|||.r|| il the hl]_'l_' TS, l|'|
contrast to the boaldly scaled ourer bave
thar muake Giraves's darrel wings rao
sidded, Wiess i prodeciively enclosed and

smwandly foused, Furure butldings i ghis

1. N By (ilbange (prmmam, with " dutaibud” poiih hadieg
L Holl o dhgyornal wain: 7. Miarief (shege vy pyfon with
Sallypoit, ok ohigaing diagenslly ia Loven: 1. Brnes {alleogs
vt indwiies — o ghavt ioee iy, A Site PFlaa: Manied (ol

g [iwhi], Jones Cnlege |oomier], Boown Colege brghtl. & S
Flas: Wi [alloge — teg wings of Hessaen | uppair raght) biaek
eivs) rw Homsen (emmeen . Wi [allege (oommarr, mmierar
T Weew; Collegt pourrtpatd, corvnom 1o bl B Marl {ullegy
sty pylos, couttyeed hoyend doner (sboge wing 1 rght

¥ Mariel [odege, angle-boded orinde woand camtyend

(Rl 8 ILIN will lhave a |.|l|.1‘"|.'l||,'_|ll|:, ks o
face these taut walls and make sparsal
e RTINS Bl thi INNET SiRET,

Pinched in place by the north ends of
the commt, the glass-walbed commons feels
pleasantly like an enchwed potch progece-
g imto the conrt, Frism within, the SR
of the comemons aial the coum are one.
g harzoneal louvers shade the south
|-'|'\.|1I:|: !:l_n.-\._ AT |l||p||. ekl \.|1||IJII1.'|"|
acros the Eloor and walk

||'|-|' [ g1 ||.|.|'|u'|. 1 Loiiatiniig, '.|1.|1
i, thee Sourth Servery with Weess, 15 s
anderstatedly contestisal as the Wies
Coammams 15 brashly onginal. les ilae brick
I,III1|||.1|1'¢. BT & r|'|1||l-1|_'|1|-1' fermaiiisan ol
the shady court between the exst and wess
witggs o Hanswen, The brick ama srome
Bansls of the wongs wrap avroa the col
RiFThiis. :|l.'|h 1] | |.||.-lr LR e h‘l'l.'al_'l_'ﬂ
cornllege and Commoans,

-'|||'u1l.|' ||'H' Soth SETVET Wy wmintlser
uriague space helps o reconnect Wiess
ik Ihl_‘ ARl

TS r|'||.' irees ol CAITIHDs A i B LU

A FORLOE DEFTacy linnkes

the stadium,. A heoad cascade of siades
forms a mini-stadnm overlookmg rhe
Maving hields behimd the v, Although
unintended ar the vme of is design, this
wsraircose will e Wiess oo thie new sea
demie guadrangle peoposad in Michael
Coraves's campus plan: @ quacl thiat will
extend trom the Baker Instute o MMan
SEreer am @ major new criss-axis addness
ing the Medical Center (see *The Profi
Aone,” page 240,

ke

The Martel and Wiess colbege progecns
lave made o strong break winh the recent
rash of histenas Cram wannabes, These
twin new colleges display an miosrmesd
and eredtive respssise o the Race milici
mapired by the spirm of Cram's plan and
marerials rather than a plagiariom of s
unigpue style, Ay campus development
bevomes denver amd baildangs Larges,
maintainang A seise of spatial arder will
be ever more critival. Campuses such as
those of the University of Texas amd the
"I!u.q_'ruh [ l‘l:nl-.rlul_ .||u|. ||!||LII|.I"I.'
planped around axes and guadrangles,
||.||,'|_' |||I-\.| J.” s ol ||r.,||_'1 E1 ll-l;||-||.||.lt'|y..
are placed by expesliency rather than by
e, The abiliny ol the Rioe campais
ok accommmislate compagible new plan
g .||'-|'||||.||.|||.'1 [ |r|-||1| thie warer il rhr
iereral Man will save o from psning the
ranks of these nonplaces, @









The Recycled City

In this issue of Cite, we have taken a look at the mortality
of buildings—a deviation from our more customary architec-
tural birth announcements.

Buildings, like people, age—some better than others, some
more quickly than others. Eventually most of them die, and
disappear. Or they can be born again.

The approach of ruination accelerates when buildings
can no longer accommodate an economic viability, or when
they cannot adapt to new functions, or when their health
problems discourage any hope of a wealthy suitor. Then
the wrecking ball and bulldozers come out, the buildings
come down, and the scraped site is ready for a new cycle

of construction.

We put it up, we take it down, we put it up again

Some of our great buildings disappeared before there was

a preservation movement to help save them, like the 1904
City Hall in Market Square (see “The Grandeur of Adaptive
Reuse,” page 15). Others deservedly vanished early, to be
replaced by something much better, such as the 1910 City
Auditorium, forgotten in the elegant shadow of Jones Hall

[

(see “Good Riddance,” page 15).

Exfoliation can bring about architecture’s slow death;
Houston has seen a lot of that lately, as the architectural skin
and its attachments rot off of 40- to 50-year-old buildings,
exacerbated by irresponsible building maintenance programs
and budgets (See “The Heartbreak of Building Psoriasis,”
page 16; “The High Cost of Low Maintenance,” page 40).

Must all of this be so? Time, water, ultraviolet light, and
electrolysis aren’t going away. But smarter design can save
more buildings by an ethic that builds in more flexibility, so
that buildings can adapt better to new owners and new uses
(see “The Disposable (?) City,” page 22).

Houston, all recognize, has a skimpy inventory of really
old buildings. On the other hand, this self-proclaimed city of
the future has built an enviable collection of historic mod-
ern architecture of the '40s, *50s, *60s, and '70s—Houston’s
golden age. Those venerable buildings are probably our
greatest preservation challenge, and our best opportunity
to create a legacy of historic preservation—and in so doing,
perfect a practice in architectural geriatrics. — Barry Moore,
Guest Editor
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The
Heartbreak
of Building
Psoriasis

L

Restorative engineers are giving local buildings much needed makeovers

BY RIVES TAYLOR

HOUSTOMIANS have bevone sccostormed
ron seeig their archimectiral monumens
shrouded i scallolding. expecially fllow-
mg a tropcal pounding. Bor heavy weath
er ma't alwavs the culpor. Uhur fagaides
are starvmg to exhibin cladding malfune
Euniin gupmnsn fo the carly-200h-centary
skyecrapers of Mew York and Chscagin
Wohile oner Farge Faaldomes vse ewer
maternals such a5 stainbesw seeel to fasten
thewr curramn walls wo bulldings” serucmiral
trames, the method of hanging the tace
of a building—a mechamical graviey fas
fening system—Hhas remainel essentrally
il h.lll;"l'l‘l [asF A OeINiEry .'||||-.] r|1|'rr||1 |||.'1|
the problem

i |.I..||.|1I!||.L Failuiees |l.1'u I.h,»,l.llrl_'l.'l =14
Jovmses. Hall amd the Lynie Cenere oifisce
e dowmerman, the Medieal Schioal
|'-|Hh|||'|p. ar the '.'l“'.'l.'r'ili:.' ol Texas Health
Soence Lenter af Plasuston, ans) ar the
San |acinen Maonurment, Each was clad
ny limmsestone, raverting, i Texas sanad
st jurst like the odder buildings of the
Ulnversiey of Hooston and the nieswer
Inldames of Kice Universiey. Forensic ansd
TEMOTAnVE engincering firms are mow in
Hiisston '-'uﬂL.rll:: i Reain Broim o feoeiil
incidents, Une of these firms=—%iss,
famney, Baner Associates, [ne. (WIEl—n
experienced in diagnosing exeenior wall
Tailisres il FEpART g, Tl 1'-rul1l..-||1.|::..
desigim, having participated g massive
|.i|.u.||.||.n:.: |||.'.|II||.|'¢ (R |I||..I._|l_|| i thie 14,

e
HL:.a_r.;p.rr-. thar were erected ar thie mem
il Bl st wribiry wole clad i small
hrickhke pieces of porous stone or terr
corta. Codrosive ramn and asr, together
with the treere-thaw actin of the narch
erm-ciey chimuates, cansed the stne (o
crack. Momoore seeped in and anacked
the aften-umreated wron hangers thar held
the emall wones.

The archirectural preoioeTs ol the
Uhicopo School moved away from the use
ol small stomes anad poward the clemental
curtaim wall—preassembled Linge panels
ool ehin stope, terra-cotta, of metal anad
glass, C¥iten the panels” siee had as maich
1w clov with architecrural detailing—as m
the ormace terra-cotta of Lo Sallivan =
an it ehvd waely the availability ol wechned-
oy 1o Jib and affic the panels. (Later,
the Empine State Puilding reverned 1o the
wre oof smalber brack units resting on seeel
sills, im part becavse of the availalsibiry od
rassns 10 the Mew York anea, and in par
ron avaiigd Bifnmg |l.|'.1'|.5 |_1.|!|I|.'|~ et groveided
Soew Work streves, ) I addivion no aechi-

[ [ |11 .'|| J.l'i.lih.'ll.. B H'Ll,- |'|IJ|'|.1I ol (RIS o
puishicd foer Lirger paneks, oo, Pose-World
Woar I imdastrual culdrure encouraged
barge Bacrory-bule paneks over individial
masry peecework

The pancls were destgnesd o be fauly
light anid easy to Fasien 6o thie ipackly
erected steel sheleton of the new ligh-
rise, |asinks baolied 1o vhe baldme LI
seructure were abipned wtls meeral stays
imbejprally cast mads the man-mae stone of
congrete panels, The sheleton was wilueed
baoth to hadd individual panels” weighi
and 1o restst the buftering laveral loads of
wind caught by the pancls, Redumdancy
ol wommeenion Perween Bailding and pan-
cls helped ti comitain the shifting and mul
||.||||'|;‘|.,||||I'|.'|| |||.1|.['\.-III|.‘| .I|.||||.| |_||-..I-.r|'li||".
shearmng of those mctal linkages, by mrn,
Ihl_- P.1!|I_'I'|. |,'||L|||,| ML SF s |L.|r |r||_||_'|'u_'|1
|.‘||.'r1|!|-g.' an the Pl conmectEnn o expand
aral comtracey with surfagce eempperamine
varations, proteceig the steel skeleron
hehind from temperature swings ansl
damaging mokiare,

Bust rhe technologies theat proed
idispeismable to curtain wall success were
the exrernal metal Raching amd imrerpanel
seali. High-mise cunain wall engloncers
loresaw That water nuoviang dovan both
faces of the pancls wesilill cause deteriora
tion af hoth the panel material and tse
iartal hasieks, Seals produced e necded
waterproal erivelope. Tar evemtually
Eave way in ruibber and silicone, it all



sealants n.'quuﬂl n,-;,uhr LILLY L LT and
maimEenance, 45 weathering led oo thes
mevitable Gaabere. Rarcly were skyscraper
owners prepared for the challenge and
ot of this mantenane,

While baikbers of skyscrapers
eoileraced] slecker and more homasmeenouns
curtai walls framed by aluminom or
saiilows- ol I'|1|||||-r|1m thie banke g h:'t'p
the desructive corrosinn brooght abiou
by misture withan the wall conmmmed.
Designers booked o advanced glass-m
wittsibow- frame gasketimg and warer-shal-
g mechamical faspenings, New materials
anil stagc-od-the-art appeoaches were mied
anal then discarded as bess than optimal—
afer diokeis of agades were g and el
o sirveve on their own. The 2001 resto-
ration of the Lever Howse i New Yoek
Cary mnsovered o only the Batlure of the
stpti-baked rubiber gaskers bor also ooren-
winn disg 1o musisture within the otherwase
scabedd wall,

The pasewar era saw the resntrodoe
tiasiv o imreasingly lghter stone i con-
crcle |ur|t'|~| with ever-thinner |.:I.:| ers ol
masonry o dlaminam hacking. This ihin.
ness imparted a mone sald appearance
it the cureain wall, as con be seen pggha
kere at homae: For all its Aussve masonry
appearance, Jones Hall & a sicel building
convered in karge thin travertine stone pai-
s HI“‘HH‘l'\hI 1'|-'|.I wiETETE NEASGANY (e
walls, cimicrete ciliamns, oF gteel i,

EEE
Those carlier fagade failiores in northern
cities, siemlar o whar seas discovered m
the San Jacinto Mansnent pror bo its res-
rowagson in the lare 1990%, were due 1o the
degraabatson of the metal ties and anchors
that held terra-corta 1o rerra-calta o
stisive fob whodie. When steel miffers pepeated
CXPMORIEFC D .h'll]' Fal, 11 Baces wa -
sible enals: sample corrosion o oarrigha
rust. Owver the banger term, u--uh-nmg
o gonncctions also came alsnn throegh
unioreseen glvans: acnon. {The paure
ol eleciralytic mteractsms berwecn ler-
rosiss metaly, or beraeen metal and wone
il Coicrete, s ofen discovenad |II"||-1.| YiEare
atier the 1:|r|g,|r|..|| erecion. For r\'.'lmpl-n:'_
a mumber of precasy concrete pancls hung
o boscal seructores maile use of an add-
iy of s chloride o achieve a tasoer
cure time, When exposcd o monture, this
wale in the concrere can cormode embedded
fermous sieel.)

Thin vravermse cladding poses & dif-
ferenr challemnge. “What we have seen
o several bncal projects,™ sivs Mark

:lualil-" i

A &

(leddhag okt spitern. {sbove] sppunity pagn & bole ot et bap ol thei wibd’ Pooien of chadefing. 1ol Rem thap Favm ol tha S Jinieta Moramad m 1997 Phn siiraaranid b, 1t oo Kally restaend.

Hopmann, PE, branch manager of the
lowal WIE afice, “is bing prableauati
travertine is as a thin claddug marernal,
particularly on buililings with hisvors-
cally low maintenance.” Hopmann noies
thar rraverrine’s problias stem frinm i0s
'I'I:Illll'lg nlI'I'I.I FH'IIIJ“'IF\\., W I'Ih.'ll 1|1JLI.' (L]
weaker stone facng tham most, In faat,
WIE dows o recommmensd the wse of
rraverting as exterion sladding. Bur when
travertine is used, proper suppon conne-
rioms wnad marerial thickness are impera-
tive, WIE also adsescatis that the srface
b smanithied anl seabed (= parged ™) with
a wpecial inortar mlx thae nob only helps
repel water bat alio keeps the pancls
cleamer by allowang them fo shed water
muoee quickly, OF comrse, this treatment
winds more mitkally bat can add year

tis the matenal’s bife and good loeks,
Haovweewer, 3 parged sarface snll requines
regular mamienmance o be effecive m the
lowngg 1erm.

O

Il.l.lq.;uq; [I.:III.L"I\ on the structural skeleton
huas proved g0 be an effective anad first-cone
sensibbe approachy howeves, the vagarnics
il vhe constrocomen prosoes, I--ng-lr—rnl
wear and tear, and substandard mainte-
mance ane na axcoumted for in design, In
desagn, pancly ane odien encumbered by
antachments such as soffine or ledges thai
imdroduce still musre metal comseciom,
These also can corrode, and act as gaeeal
wediges in the stone pancls, ultimabely
Furcimy away (“spawling” | picves of the
A2,

Fimally, the failwre of ihe chenvical
sl around the evershifting panch can
lewd o weater nisliragemn inio the curmam
will caviry, especially on inereasangly

maimgenanee-challenpged public aklings,
FPower-washing, alten mistakenly ised 1o
keep a buikling clean and “mainined,”
wan blow apan whar & lelr of the g
spalants as well as open further cracks i
thie amiter stone bace. Repeared ligh-pris-
s Wakcr Efcakiticnis, wiih or wathsis
cheimical solvenis, have heen bosmd io
degrade even the meral finth prodecting
the hane paned, The haghepressure amack
o the stope o el paned thus operates
o basth faces

BEE
1'||:l|1IhJ1I1I repHarts thiit lids crHikpany has
heen asked by the cities of Chicago and
Mulwoukoe o assass i creatng ordinances
for both new and rescorative design pro
cewsis that address claddimg fanlure. These
ordinamces, o5 well as these of other

citics thar enforee bigh stambands of
fagade performance {soch as New York,
Beston, Dhewinie, Coluimnbins, S Losias, aind
'I"lHd'mr“_h'l anme ;HHMJ o ithe Web s
faceordmance.com, LS. materals resting
agencees also will bhe 4ddrn'|.1u"; Iq'_'ld:
issiarcs, possahly requining that all Basreicr
msateril be made of more expensive ban
durable srainless sreel, 4 nonferious (amd
therelore momresotive) material,

Amasther avalalsde approach o curtan
wrall lll.l'.r.:l]'!'iht!' i thie n.r_ll:hl_'r wTTen, '[‘hu.
system reoognizes that the onter skin can
aliv Biethe baig shade the smner buibiling from
the wearherng impaces of our chimane—
espocially the sun’s ultravieder ravs, which
ultimarely damage all marerials. Since the
cladslsing i this nstance s a simple shade,
a Breathing survscreen, no intergemel seal-
itgg b Fespuared; the imene dnipasriant anad
delicate insulabim agzinst warer anil
vapor s bocated wathin a second, pro-

regred sk, While vhe ourer panels can
manilest the aesthetie of any mimber ol
materiaks, the mmer skin is as funcnonal
and swiled as possibie, The lyghe ouncr
panils, hoag on stamless-sieel or alomi-
i assentblies, con expand and contract
L] II'lI;' EEITE iﬂ.’ﬁtfﬂfr m'h‘n“l'l“ A% i
carlier skyscrapers, bur with sulweantially
les worry abosit wengh o the dhieralbaliny
off interpancl seals,

Claslaling decay {amd the prolessional
fogus i1 brmgs) has been the engine o
great rechnodisgical inpovation, i bath
new conaraction and gepaim, However,
the fmanckal sgieene on the owners of
older, cladding-challenged buildings
l]‘:“ e h"jl.' “TII rl“' I.H{"i'IE lll.n. iy
kmowhkedge, I owners skimp on retroda-
ted mechamcal connections or on mamn-
renange, we will only face another pouns
of baildings swith skin problems in the
futnre. And as every acoos, masdel, o
ickevismain aisclior h.l‘u.m'l., if LT dion't take
care of your skin, vour career could soeon
b over. @
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The Disposable (?) City

If you want your buildings to last, build them to change

BY DANMNY MARC SAMUELS

How ofFTEN have vou drven down a familiar sirect and found predatory machines
b over a dusey pale of debos where o Givoniee bapgalow onoe stond? And you
realize another sitne s being cleared for three theeesstory iownbooses that will cise losg
shadows owver the wradinonal bailding scale of rhe nesghborhood. I Howsoon's rapedly
changing wrhanscape, buibdings that jire bere today can lnerally be gone tonsorrow, This
i particularly trae of imwer city peighborhoods sybere the demansd lor lessing oustnps
the supply of develispable land. As a result the vy has bevome denser, with imoee banld-
i bialk i more building wivits per ot Incressed density B what urbapophiles have
been hmpmg fuosr. Pt 1w this the hest way o el i

The social cost of commuting from the suburbs has brought people back 1o the mner
city and the oller, grudded areas of fown, where most sates already have dedicared oses.
Sereets and neighborhoosds have acquired characree, with manre rees and an established
lansbscape 1o create a settled backgroand. The lmed suppdy ol avadlable land causes dis
watluie gor o uapy, oofren to the point where its market value as 3 site overwhelms the value
of existing buildangs, rendening ther dispiosable for the sake of mare fownbousos, a
larper altice buikding, or 8 comdamimiam tower

Lans waloe can be seen as 3 mcasure of s patential for given oses. A great
rovwnhaoaise ot will have lide value as 2 recnl site, Ir is =lscation,™ but for 2 specthe
e, Fven i a ity with 1b FUbng. this ceeates virtwal .!l.lhmf:—ﬂuhhhrrl..ul ey soek
rrathic, ressdential wses prefer residential neghbors, Further, the grdded and fine-gram
natare of established clise-in neighborhasids makes the Land vsable for diverse porposes,
whereas suburban residential lors in discontmusus streer patterns will never be anythung
but ressdential. This logie tends o ser land value expectatbons, which are calibrated 1o
thie anticapared wse, Bt in the absence of kegnlated aonimg, an adventurous ownhouse
developer can finll expectations of vse, anid ikl townabouses i an oslustrial ares, or
a high-rise combinmumion i a goet residential neghborhossl, Thes dynam can ercare
upward land prce pressures o anlikely locatoms, and lead m the demise of otherwise
useful but economscally noncompetitive structures.
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[ SUSUER Ty
l oA, FHAMNSIAR ALWAPS BETHE SAME

Hl.'g'mld this market driven virtaal FOning, there are plrnlr of ontlher laid vise comtrads an
work in Houston that mingate the otherwise *highest and best nse™ of a property, Mo
impuortam among them are rexidential deed restronons, These may have originared 70
or 80 years ago, bur deed restncrions are a remarkably persastens angd effecnve means
for proqecemng the character of those mostly up-scale peghibsorhoods thar ageresively
enforee them. Such restrictions putr certam residential peighborhoods completely our ol
play for other wses, but don's prevent the replacemsnt of small-scale hossing stock sah
g - AT,

The city ardinances governing and development—in partcular the infamanis
Clapeer 42—thm qlpul.ihr rules for proper ey division and subdvineon, set-backs, off-
street parking, landscapang, and the regidanons bor wrilivy availabslity and storm sater
..1|||||r|1|, |1.|.w |'ud ] |1m.urﬂu| eltect on the \Iupr.' o Ehae Coty, sefting linwiks on |I|.11n|l1r. anial
casentially assurmg a modicum of suburban charscrer even in the center of the ciy,

Al le-.;llg. num.'h. in a oty with a notorsous indifference 1o its rare hstoc
Isuiledirigs, a de facto proservanon cthis has grown ot of the new markecabilicy of older
strugtures thar can be tumed into trendy restansanes, wrban bodis, or boutique lels,
This includes both buildings of scksowledged architectural mernit as well as mare
ordimary, backgrouns buibdings that ace place hobibers m the cotys environmental history.
Sammne of the Anest spaces in Howston have been Bashioned from serucieres of lirde
architectural merest—just think of your favorite shop or restanrand,

R

L ate ;'_-,'|;|[' expectations for bulliings are sot according 1o their wses, Bualdamgs imrembed
v comimercial uses (incdduding aparments, which are moee commeraial i nature than
ressibennall are buil to prodoce an income saream during ehe lide of the buikiing by
Ieasing space fo varons occupants. The building follows o poo forma: Incons minas
expenses eipiaks profic, s the moentive s 16 keep the progect cost down m oder to
imcrease the pealit manging This means that decisions abour quality of constroction, and
even architects” fees, are often made with a bodtom-line nsentaliey with litele incentive
10 provice meee than the minamum acceprable. The building s viewed as 2 depreciating
awsef ||1...||: rmissg b |l.1||.i fanr lIm'in“ ihe lfe of 16 hun, and oo Last l.rlll:r tliat -IIIHIJ;.

The developer provides a chowe location for the best ane be can | with acoess
tor traffic flow. He provides the required parking (as preseribsed by the city) and the
pecessary serviees, He abo provides the “shell,” which geoerally conssts of a pad, a
steel structure, a roof, some or all of the enclosing walls, and air condigioning and other
servaoes, In the case of an office building, elevators, stairs, corndors, hathrooms, and a
ety are abso includesl. Each termane then “ballds owr™ hes or ber space to gegomassdare
their resprireme nty=—the store frond and entry, the intersor Anishes, hghnng, eec. Usoally,
thie burld-out will anly last for the Bve- or ten-vear life of the lease, i vhat, and then be
complerely changed our, The buildings must be able v adape rapidly o changing and
aften IJI1|'|'I'ﬂ]II:|.:I.HI:' market comdvbons,

The SR cenber, another deveboper Jn."h:'l]. P, 18 G FETT m‘hnuu.!:r ||l||||r]||l,p. apsemn
along ane of its bong sides thar taces o parking o, Merchanes rena as muach lengeh as
:hrg; want, anid personalize thieir l'mrl'r:lp with cislisr, J-rug,n., amdd SIEIEApE. I masdern
Humusean the strip conter and other serap baoildivgs are the most ubsguitogs commergual
building rypes, cheap o construet, architecturally nondescripe, and therefore easily
adapeable to the changing noeds of 8 succession of various tenants

— e
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Beiildinigs For chain operators are a lierle differens. The boildings are owned by the
cluain and located on seies selected For their competmive advanitage. Building desigs,
putkmp;. and ANETALRDINE ART r..u‘l'n-ﬂ.mll,:“}' standardized. These market-scale formuilations
developed w the suburbs, and there is o allegiance to any urban character or locsl
particularities that a site might offer. At the end of its useful economic life, or more
likely, upon the operator’s marker consolikation, buyour, or bankraprcy, the buikfing s
eeadily sobid, abansdoned, or tom down, and written off as 4 bad investasent.

A residentual owner has a complerely different ke on herhisitheir building, Here
the primary goal is fo provide shelter for the family, msually for a longer rather than
sharter period of time. The bouse is aleo 2 major personal invesemens for the owner
CCCHPANT whio expects the howse to approstate in valoe or ag lease haldd i s againeg
inilatioi. Potential resale iv a major consideration., The changes that the srecture
wlll ﬂh:d e ;..,:i;:mrnr.u]nlt are slow and somewhai I’H"'I.'dll..l.l.l'll'l:- The sEruciuiie Gt
be durable and casily maintained and should readily sccommodate modifscagions and
aalibitions, The wood frame system casily meets these requiremens,

Institutienal inseners—schonls, chirches, librasics, public and governmental
buildings, hospirals—lanld with aspiragsms po the long-view, expecting thar vhe
nstrrution amd i bailling will be sround foer long tome, Change is slow and reluctani,
O comrse, the baldemg shoull rein s asable valie to the owisen The image that the
l'm.ldnua_ PROpECTS o5 IMportan fo the o, wmil masre attention is pﬂJd [TLRLL] |J-|!"I|I|I1I.
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Such buibdings grow with the mstitution, and ane replaced only through obsolesence,
when they no longer fulfill thew Function. I the case of public baildings, however,
funding s derved from raspayer bases, snd s obten minimal or even inadequaie

for construction, ket alone continuing makitenance. There munt be no perception of
extravagance ot the paxpavers’ expense.

=

The typical American building systems, wesosd frame and steel frame, are ubiquitous
in Houston. Both systems have bong histories and are fr, Bexible evolutionary survivors
rhar continue to adapt well to their environments, Though often percerved as less firm
and reliable than mwaditional beanmg-wall systems, they are i Eact strongy, light-weight
svatemms that can be casily and quickly enected from readily available components using
amphe rools and small work crews. And if periodically maintained and protected from
water and oxidation [sdow or rapid), they make indefimitely durable frameworks for
buildings. Most imponantly, these indigenous building systems are versatile, adjusting
easily to changng s,

I modilar combinations—single oell, multi-cells exvending homeontally or
vertically—frame systems can be wsed for afl our basic building stock—rhe wood-frame
howse, the convemence store and sirip comter, the office building, schiool, Ibrary, chiirch,
the mall, or the big-box retailer. All of these are frame structures defining cellular spaces
of different vizes and permutations.

—— — _-._ — __.L e = -
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Srewary Brand, polveaih, nventoridesigner and Founder, inthe "60s, of The Whske
Earth Catalog, has turmed his anmention to buibdings (to the likely chagrm of mos
archineees), In bis bk, Mo -Hl-ll-rnflhlﬂl- Lisernz Wihurt Happarrs After '”-ld'j"'l"r' Rwilt,
Birunad lossks at the processes thar define busldings: thewr design, finanding, construction,
occapation by the wers, encrgy exchange with the envronmeit, sdaptation o evelving
CircunsErE e, mamtenance, addiion, renovation, ansd rease

Brand sces buiklings m terms of layers—=site, structure, skin, scrvices, space
plan, stuff™—that progress from most permanent and stanic oo most temporary and
chanpeable. The see endures. Onee virtaally and legally mscribod on the swrface of the
L, the property and its supporting rights-of-way are difficult 1o altee. These facs on
the ground set the stage for the building. suggesting (or dictanmng i the case of goned
cittes) by lowarion, siee, and cost the possible uses for thay property.

The structure sketches the general shape and size of the hiiblling and provides the
strempth needed m resist forces of graviey, wind, flood, or earrhquake. The stroctural
sieed, concrete, amd wood are meant w be there for the life of the builfing, The <kin
i a provective membrane that separates the inside from the outside, and assures that
the oooupants can enjoy a comboriable life withan regardiess of whar comditions exis
iitside, Liss permanent than the seructire, the skin may be replaced or expanded
several times duining the life of the builfing.

Musderns buildings are served by extensive and largely mviable technical nerworks
that provide water, sewer, rlr“rh;.it’. gas, wir conditioning, securiny, telephone, eelevinin,
peret, These svstems devolve a1 different rates, but as a system becomes obsalere,
it mast be able 1o be changed oup—hopefully without mach danage 1w the mare
permanent elenenis,

The space plan—basically the mrerior walls and surfaces—s changed with great
fresquency 1o Bt new requirements and new occupants. This should be conmsidered
a8 flexible as possible. Usually gypsum board—a cheap and easify-worked materaal
consisting of one-half ich of chalk bonded 10 twis outer layers of paper—is the primary
material for interiors in all tvpes of busldiges. FJ'H.1-"_|'.. it Brandd's taxomomy, the shff—
furmnstiere, |1L|r||_-v..1 eojaipnent, runwi:uu.,,md ﬂ'r:rg.'tﬁulr,r'u thae kil (e smtermsr=—is
thic it loose and Bexible,

Franad’s main poing is thar buildings are not hved anad static entities, bur dynamig,
living things that evolve progressively, Over e, through the cumularive actions of their
pccupants, buildings =beam™ how 1o heehow to adape to their eoviconments and aees,
andl thiss become important, long term constimmens of the oty

[
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Everything Falls apart. So says the Second Law of Thermadynamics, and i doesn's ger
iiuch more lasic than that, Formolated by Sadi Carmoe in the 12th centary 1o describe
the limits of energy availability in steam engines, the Second Law has singe boen seen 1o
describe ever more basic properties of our universe. Everything runs down, cools off,
loses energy, encounters friction, and otherwise dusipates and disinpegrates, Entropy
inereases, nnder deoreases,

Hut there is a loophole. Even though the Second Law dicrates the eventual
unwinding of all systems, it does not prechisde the opposite in cerfam arcomstine.
When energy is applied vo a system, arder can merease locally and tempaorarily. It is this
forranare lnophole through which all creation squeeies, life exists, and oor dreams are
prmable.

Basilbings and cities are made by a comsiderabile investment of energy o the fenm
of inention, capital, labor, resources, and time. The sheer effort of such creation
is astounding, no matter bow often vou have been through itz months and vears of
planning and designing., documenting, permitting, construction in all its particulars,
occupation, The money required ro stoke this anti-entropy engine is always staggermgly
high. Al biikhings are expensive, regardless of theer budgess,

Before o building is even finkshed, entropic forces begin wearing i down, Water i
the primary demon, and in this regard, Houston's enviconment is particulardy wicked.
Changees in modsture content caise Houston's clay soils to expand and coniracr, heaving
the building’s foundanions. Floods oocasionally weeak special havoc on the lower
portions of bualdimgs. Airhome warer frain ane vapor {(hsmisbiry | are always rrymg o
leak, siphon, condense, b, suck, or otherwne inflrae the weathering memibsrine, to
settle mto the mternal strocmure, where it can cawse rot, corfosson and rust, and nurere
iberrsctive mmsects and moulds, I there s 8 way water can ged i, 6 will, There is alsds
the subtle dererisration caused by cvclies o Beat and cold, which cxpand and contrac
the bolbing fabric, Or uliravioker radiation thar degrades the rood or the casli tha
is supposed 1o seal everything up. Or just the beng term wear andd tear from normial
everyilay e,

Tew conmrer the seady effocts of entropy and maintain the buibding im an ordened
spare respires the continual applcation of energy in the form of mainleninge. For
Isisilalirgs that are cheaply buily, life evele costs for maintenance anad repair can be a
problem, expecally as the bailding ages. In the enad, it may fall apart by the time it s
pabid off, Usually ir's not the developer who has to worry vt these coats, bt later
owners anid occupants who will need 1o pat up with the never-ending chores of repaining
anisl replacamg.

Banldings that don's fall apary can bevome obsolete for other peasons, Semetimes a
nesghborhaossd changes in wse or in character o the extent thar thar a building’s onginal
value s neganed. Soimetimes the original we or funcion Buly ingo te huailding miay no
bongeer e viable, Sometimes harardoas materials such as achestos or on-site foxicary may
render 4 building and its site isaable without costly remediatin, And older buildings
may not be able to measure up to modern enerigy standards, Sonsetimes new owners can
I foamd o masdify such builklings for new uses, but often they are abandoned, razed or
iftherwise disposed of,

B

If we are 1o buikd cities thar Lase, we must baild buildings thar lase. They muss be bath
durable and fexible, They muas lold op against the destructive force of entropy. They
minst accepr, anbeigsate, and even invite change.

Lssrigg-bivesd buildings are buile well in wass that count. The parts thae musy by
the loagest—the foundation, the structure, the weathermg membrane—are built ro the
highest standards. The huilling keeps the water out, The foundation does ot move and
the rool does not beak. Materials and the joimts betweoen them are protected from the
elements, Surfaces resist the wear-sad-tear of sbaily wsage. Bur bong-Hved buaildings alsa
weedl o e adaprable and capable of scoommaodaring changes—inchsding madificatiom
v utilities to accomemdate new interior arcangements. Finally, such baildings shoakd be
d-[":.,i,p‘ﬂl,‘l.'l Pive Easy mmainbenance and U,

Hanldangs what ks can expect a bng [ifetime of change. Every nnkbng s 0 boog-
eerimn cosribation g tlee citv. For a few singalar and ﬂm.l'll‘i'i-.'-:ll'lt banldings, dessgn
pxuberance is warranted, Bur as building bliscks of the city, most buildings should be
comtent 1o remaain i the backpround as parr of a well-bailt framework of continuity
ghat can accommaslare change. =
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The Profit Zone

Things at the Texas Medical Center are looking up, up, up

“Historicallv, the corridor boaded By Main amd Fannie is nod frard of tle g TR |'.Jl:-|' Clib el Sy
aside for the Texas Medical Center, where naE-frafit aetivities of rescareh cducation, and bealth cari
Fals |'-'|I.J| e, We call this areg i the Medical Cender the ‘frofit zone becanse iF fas fyirecally Beerr Dl
np Iy developers wath temants enpaged i for-profit besiness,™

Faid Sanders, Ve Presndest tor Architecoure amd Manmimg, Tovas Medacal Cemte
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a1 eapected o be completed sometime

I e Memoral Hemmann Badldsmg aall
I iivershuadiow the plescim
Moderme Hormanm Probessional Basloime
lemrriniy Mawld, take moter One can only
paiews ERat ol 1 mnatged ol peime ebore U]
|"'!.ll '-|!|||__ e o Ehis sire, Sosith of
the Hermann Cearaee e fiest new bkl
g om thie cast side of Main near |-\.--I'I;'|-
rigm: thie 'raime YVaew AS ] Uisveraty
Coollepe of Mursing (sre ThBCTENEL, Ik
R T b prrinenct dnchitee, Mark Linoen
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o 1 ] . ¥ i 1]

P o lae [Fromsran bor Fanng
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Street dsctated that the ewtire 12 stomies
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IPELT 1o e ERe iarsieg o lewi amd st
T waws Cereen. Bonderings shiow
i architectueal delinearion herween tha
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1 1 |
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Hasrownbe: gpana ¥

lon birdn oad Jeee Hawwily 1ok yo Shisdome bripocion for

st sumEer bor an X0 (KR wijlad e Finisl,
L-shaped bubdhegg thar wall w rap around
the Methasling Diagnasnic Hospimal (which
will remain o the sited. A team frosm
Warkans Hamilion Ross Archeecis s in
the abesigin phase for this pew outpacsn
cemter and research inetiture, which i
schedubed lor compleon in 2008, The
fursq ewo stomes (as m other new baild
gl weill L L& dl-.n-!l'q,l Ly ||'I.|||_ ] |l.|ILu||."
parage will occapy the next ten siories
||1|' "'.11'1||-|-,|n.'| Research |||-.r||nu, with A
aslddress and entrance on Mamn, will ocen
IRk thiie mesr hive hodars with @ owae-tlosar
whedl abawe fisr CXPAnSI The Chutpatient
Loeniter, entered P Fanmen, wikl bl the
rest il the tower, and the togy Hlossr will
|'|.I|.r A SEATE-inl ||I1 A OB TENCE CENLeT
with 25eh-flodsr veewes ol the Bace canipus
ansl ThAL

The most isteresting pare of this
peinjiect—ansd mewsr dbauntmg bor the archa
tectv—is Methodnes desire gooopen Johin
Freeman Bowlevard throoogh to MNam
Serewt. |Tas will el iralisd Comgestmm
an Fammin and could esclude a grand sal
|l.||||r!_ whasch would oreare a mu '.||||I;:I|.|
crods-axis entrance i the heart of the
Sedical Cen

the Texas Medscal Center understand

. The Cuv of Howston and

.|!l|l| are wrlissiastic about s REHCE
s, MSlethodist shoulsd be Lasbed for its
arterps to peach bevond its owm agenda
fosr thee good ol the commumiey.?

The lss PEjoCT A thie east ssle ol

Mam abswut ro break ground is the Texas

Woman's Unversity Instiute of Health
Seporces, devndis o biv Kirkses. I will b
lewaresd v vacann Mlerhisdisg Hospetal

i e -|| POy 1L 'ul-il":'l i I||»; PO e
Plaxa Hotel, Constroctim dogametits ane
|'r.1|:|'. I1|'\-|x|'.-|'.|_ ANEECIERITIAE A |.|1|'.|.I| 1
HHIS proondbreakmg. The progect s

[ 1.1-\'.".|'.| i s ..|||II|'||I. i .ll.;"l: i May
20k, The precasi copenic i||||||1|:|:; wiith
curtain wall will ke L-shaped and banle
arosumad an 1 1-kevel garape constructed

by Methamlisg (see rendenng, previcas
|1.1|.5‘|': ”H Earape, l|-|.|li|_|‘| [\ ill race ."rl.lll'l_
15 o design-buibd project with Vaughs
Lainsruc g .Ill-.l Slorris ."I.l'.,,|l|||'.,r'\..

The TWU bl will howse offices

1|.||_| Iq.'-\.l'.l.'.\_ll I..._.!.ru.--. 1o adsirio o
'h':'.ll.ll."lr ECTVETS .|r|-.| I.I.I-"-"-I""TIU- Faar
IAFsIFE, |l|'|'| '\1|||.I| I|!.-|'|.I|'"\..\, Sl asce e
tional therapy students. In this build

e, Biarkseyv las oo ber COY M TR IEET

tov afddress a pateway inco the Medecal
Centee ar Maim anad Flolcombse . W here the
most creative new project s being studied
Hikoinm e SjRare

HoLcoMBE SQUARE

Ihe Hil
tlie M Street Bevaralizani

woanibe Sguare nles grew ode of

o,
sponsored by the City of Homseon and
the Mam Srreet Coalinon, A SMain Soreer
Casrmidor Master Plan developed by
| |||.'|||-| EiVLE I._L-.rl.ur o Euifin .".E- hireves
ol Los Anpebes (August 2008F) kbent
fird several dinzinet distncms alomg SMam,
including the Texas Medical Cenrer. In
part the master plan recommends, = At
the southern edige of the Medscal Cenrer,
o new “Drareway Maza’ 15 proposed at
Halcombe by ehiminateng the grade-sepa
rared intersections st Fanmin ansd Main
'\-.l.'|||| e d.'x;‘||l|-||1|'|1| AT LA DS
o .Lrlll.l'\.{ i properties, | his mew cwve
|||'1,r_| Wi , 0 -\.|,1|,l||-.l| o fimafe Favior ||1||,
ferst impression bor the Medecal Cenrer
and ercate a new gathering place for
oufdoor acrivities,

|;||'||h.||_'| h.n |1|;l. il |_|||||.|I||u||||||'|‘|

por idin 3 mine-manth stdy, our of

whech wiall come specihic recommisnida
s, The F||-!||'.Lr in 'Ill,':|!||: |||||_‘||'| rakem
through a public-private pannerdhip,
|.'.Jl1|,|'| |I||,|||.,|.;'\1 ||I.r “'-llnll'- "ﬁ1 NIl LEnaey
Aasociation, Mam Street Loalimion, ihe
Texas :".1-_'..||-_.|;‘| Crler the Texsas Medical
Lenter Dransporatmon Slanagersei
Clrgamranon, METECY, and privare prop
CHy owmers, parmcularty Morvn Farmers
il MNpw .llll.ll\.. whikch owns the Hank o
Amsorsca Banleling anad the rreamghe of
laimd between CHY Mam sl Flolcombse,
where the Bank of Ameris

1w narw Bicaped, Phaase | ey being lunded

i alfive - Bank

v a Federal Flaithwiy Yaleini

IsEFAE k]
| ransportanaen and Commaniry Syshems
P resaervarioin grant

[¥am Brenes off Coensler s leadmg this
sy, He is an experenced archivect and
planmer who formerly worked for Foros
||'|-.II|'I\.I S AN IMAIRAT e s |RIERIE ETRAY
resilt. Brenes savs the preliminary stisbies
14 |.|||'II-|'i|rr|'_ e cereculanan di Nranas,
liital wise maps, and proposal sketches are
mwot availahde ar rluis fame |'.||."|'|'.'\1 fasfs
thear the plans dis incorporae the Bank of
vmiersca rmangle and thie Pizea Fhir-Burger

EoiagE sibe inii the fofthvwest obrner of M

ang Halcombe, He envisesns a new moaln
Il r!.|.r,| vitilloor minlel Tt whism b wall
have a varsety of hmetions, includamg a
Foiond wamiere.® So ddion't eer, BK and Pieza
Hut wall not disappear

Cermsker s wsing thiee henchmark
reherences in planning Holcombe Square:

First s IIIL'.'I\."'«II."IIIII i, A IWidri [yl

developiment uver sireeis wath innova

tive link e il "'"""""I"'F- 'Il|.|||.||||-.;'\.
s smage, this pagel. The planning gleal
bbingl the "'ihln-.h.llu' JAroET Wils D Penibal
ety harmany with nature aid w0 combhane

fiw {113 .II'..| “IIII\.IrI|'_ IRIRCTEAES (F (1% NEw

shvcraper. Lk signcid vy Amencan arch
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over parking decks, also a posaibsalry an
Hidcombe Sprare
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Tovwer, which unlike the Methodise build-
mgs actually has a Main Streer fagade.
Desipgned by Cesar Pelli & Assncianes with
KenslallHeaton Associates, this striking
bailding was completed in 1990, In many
ways it 1% the jewel of the Madical Center,
This rwin-domsed eower was planined &
a six-pack warh cliomses on exther side of
thie first. As good as the building is, it
would have been overathelming in traph-
care, Wells Fargo Bank and The Medical
Towers, both ol whsch wouild have been
demuolished, are sale for the tinse being.
Hididen behanad Se. Luke's garage
are the first swo Medical Center build-
imgs ko be constructed acnoss Main
troem the Medical Cenrer, The Sourhgane
Menghborlonsl Assoaanon lost s banke
o pErobect ity Travis Sreet boundary when
the Houston Medical Cender Banlding
and adijacens Hibwon Haouston Plaza Hogel
were constiucted in the early "8k, Across
Somthgare Boubeyvard, where the e
Wiestern and Holiday lnn are strang ol
amid a good deal of vacant property, 3
lodig serip is ripe for development. Vanous
intercsts are holding this land with
no imimediate plans. Already, though,
one new baalding has been announced,
Behind Preza Hiar and Baisger King, the
Metrongamo Group s developang Life
Scacimens Placd, a meshcal sfbsie Balling
with parking garage. Stay mined,

WHERE IS Maan STrect?

laterestingly, Fasinan has bevonse the
“main streer”™ through the Medical Cener.
This seretch i perhaps the mos orhan
arecrscape in Houson, one block away
fraomm speeding trathe on Main. A con-
ST SIFCAFT 0l Fl'."lh'\lnllvﬂ-"h PeblIETIES, lﬂl-ll
FMIC workers o trom ong buailding o
amsther, ar 1o restauranes, hanks, park-
wig, ail other “urban® amenines along
the sereet. Al Fannin newsls is some fawer
shaeps,, litele debis, and a dey cleaner 1o
staet booking like NMew York, The busle
off the METRORA sdids to the urban fecl
of this stretch. 5o, where Main Sareet has
t'".".'l.lml.' Ihl.' I"ﬂl.'l. 1l-|.'lv|lr d-lh! LJ“ s Iraan-
ness, Fanmin las usurped v, which mahe
b all for the best il Saon Stecet can
srmchow regaim its digniry,

M Seecct from Movom Pouistadn
i the Holoombe Square site s now vir
tually a six-lame haghway, Perhaps all or
s wif those lanes could e submenied,
creating behvw-grade thromigh-traffic with
undergronmd access o parking garages
ki a puble parkmg facliey could be boli

winder Main Sereer, making it possible w
demolish ssme of the older garages n
fawor ol open space.

Main Strect should be 4 salfe and
pleasane crossang frown the westile
mscadical buildings angd Rice Unversity o
TS cast side, extending safe acoess
i pabla transportation ar the numer-
oms METROR stops along Fanmin and
just bevond the Holkombe Square sibe at
the TABC Transie Center seavion, B can
IJI1|.‘IEI'HI1!I.II1I! facilitbes. be inade safe from
ihoding

J"n.n.'ﬂlrdrn.g tin Pl Sanders of TRC,
coddes established in 2002 have mew,
nware stringent requirements for below-
graade comstructsan that shoulsd prevent
catastroph fhsding i the futere. A
bong-range plan is boing developed by the
Carps of Enginecrs nsing FEMA money
ter fook ar both the Rice area and TMC,
The City of Houston is mstalling new
starm lines dimem Morth Macinegor i
Brays Bayvon, TMC imstivutions have all
upgraded storm protection prosedures
and equipment i odder buildings, scal-
ing thetr basements against Moodwarers,
Sanlers says thar TRC is cossrdinating
wisderground wilities for pew constrog-
tiein aned moted tese Memonal Heemann s
tlshiag pew power substatsonm i anic
jeatiin o rhe Ambailagosy Care Centen/Eve
Cemper and the Hears Center, now in the
plannamg stages.

Sis, as immal, the circulating ramors
cowitin af beast hall-oruhs, Bar there s
indeed & e of new COnstroctEe sty
iy, mew deas, and new cocrgy mfising
this part of Housson. &nd loodwaten
apparcitly won'y be allowed ro dampen
them. ®

| Shockingly, Memorul Hermann o plan
nimg b buskl & buge Heare Cemrer i fremi
af Hiermans Hispital | now called ibe Cullen
Banidedingz)

I lmerview winh Bichard ©, Coremillian, Vice
Presadeny Faolitees, Plaming and Developmesi,
The Mietbmdisr Hloagaial and Madefane B,
Wicker, Dhagetor of l.rqluﬂ; ansl !|1.|l|..-|.'l|n;|: Bair
Ihe Scthisdia IIIIH|1I|JI (&1} % hlu]i'lrl'_l.. Semith
Torwre, Augast 11, Jik04,

¥ =Ml Soreet Cormsdor Master 1Mam Design
Uimorpts for ham Sareet,” Ehrenkranes

Eckumt B Kohs Architecs. Augast 20061, p.
T Adsn imterview with Sewn Young, Evecunive
Dhirexno, Sourh Masn Cenoee, Augae 24, 204

4 Telephone imervicw wub DTam Heears,
Carmslor, Mmguise 25 DN,

§ Ingerview winh Evgene N Levy, Prowase, amil
Baehara White Bryson, Asociare Vice Poosademt
ol Facilsmes, Fngineering aod Planming. Rae
Umivewsny, Augasr 10, 2. See alen Cete 99,

g 8.
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Med Center Mobility

The traffic stops here

BY RIVES TAYLOR

Moving peaple and thesr cars around the
Texas Madscal Center represents & magor
challonge for plannors. Scale i pan of the
problem, TWAC has:

= T40-plus acies with mode than
1 permanent husidings

= Al mibes of paivate and public sirees
and roadways

& &3 430-ples pasieng spaces

(Ming thousand of those parking spaces e
locatod in tha one-bhlock-vado profil rone,
with i lpasi 5700 more planned within iho
ngxt thawe 1o live yoars.)

Considerations at work in fhes dense urban
afen melude:

= [Getting the employess, viatoes, students,
and pationts mta the area via highway
eaits anid city streets {and back out againk

= Encoursging commuders and visitors to use
vanpools, BAETRORmI, and buses {the lakes
o &l which restrict trafic Mowl;

= Sirstegically locating hull-day commuter
parkang versus hourly visitor parking;

= Difening direchonal signs 1o kelp
url@miliaiged visilars bad eir
tlestinateons; and

= Expanding roadways and inlersechions
1o handle all of the carrant and projecied
ralfic

In its ofl-streel parking ardinances, the Gy of
Houston mandatos a parking count baged on
this sire of the biskding sensed. The eonmdar
has shout the nght averago of thoae-and-a-
half speis for every | 000 square fest of pro-
fessional or mpdical pfice building. However,
th one-sire-fas-all ordmance does nol tnke
iml account the comidors proximsy to mass
transs, the high cost of the resd estnie for
swrace or garage parking |incloding the cast
prameums lor stecking these garsges over
esh levelsl, or the wnlartunate reality of
grdiock.

M is this last realty that has the plannars
within TMC emghagizing & mobility strategy
learmed fram olher wrban aroas weih large
haatth care cemiers. Rather than encourags
parking close by for those other ihan wisiors
and physicians, the plan & 10 position mass
tramil ar shaltles to lorce $all mambars bo

park &t the periphery—alten wath monikily
poarking fees This stralegy reduces the num-

ber al parking spots on valuable and expen-
sive land and also menimizes the trafic load
aifi the stredts, Additiorally, the planners s
develapeng mtegrated wy-finding that wal
mimake 1he 1651 aumber of vigmars who slow

traffic. s well as Bmii the genersl confu-
sion of urban deving.

This area has the eatra challenge of
being sandwiched between o street that
has bad its traffic Mow reduced (Fannin,
wilh the il ineh and angthior sireat that
will see only mare developmant of parking
structanes in tha future (Man). For years
Houstanians have used primandy Main and
Famnin as the means of necess into the
hanlth scionce comples, With the ncrease
ol projects and thei parking requiremants,
traflic on those sinkots wall snly worsen

Mo major bigksays ofier sy scooss
to TME. It is almost oguidssiant from U5,
54, Loog 610 South, end Texas 788 From
any dirnclion city boulevards carry traf-
fic 1o and from these highways, alten
thiough quist residential noighborboods o
slresdy congested commercial distnicts
Hecogninng this emarging problom sarly
ir the 159805, TMEC realigned is strategy 1o
encosragn grosls access from the east
and south whils working with local govem-
iienks bo improve of crealo now access
fram e highways

In the conndor aloeng Main and Fannan,
howevor, the suparipading of 50 mamy new
parking entrances and sxas wah tho axst-
irg parking areas will necessitato eithes 1)
mofe alhic contial points le.g., sgnalsk o
&1 o cadem of ralfic polce dng mush hour
pwhanener that really is for the Medscal
Canterl, bn & haghly compatitive hzalth
eafe markel with muliple venuns al elinkes
thraughaut the regson, the keys to success
fo outpatiend boalth £are delivery arg sagy
nccess and parking for the paying patsents,
It would seem that these keys are out of
meach for this comdar just by the imiaticns
al the exiging Brienes (and veins),

Tha swccoss of these large projeched
patient care developments in the peafit
moni hinges on a stradogy thal might have
1o dramatically limil parking spaces, wilk
ikt romaining ressried Tor the outpa:
tient wsinT alone. AL the sama ome, the
medical staM wowld have 1o sweich to some
farm of mass ransi 1o get to the bead ol
itha Texas Modical Contad. In the car-can-
iric ity of Houston, whene even recruit-
mant far hospital stalf hinges on ingxpen-
sive and nearby parking, this necessarny
feod seems hord 1o fathom. @
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Modernism for the Masses

BY

STEVEM

Foley's Department Store gave average Houstonians a window on the wider postwar world

R. STROM WRITING 1W Pl"lfl-..l-\.l'l:ll_!.h 19 s, ithe imimarely inrerewined warly the Dives al Febew s muake ssich an ddeliblde mark o
Lseriman- owish sl plulosopher Walter ters of thoisaisds of Houstonans brom Hlimiston™s sascnal histoery, BF oy samgele
Hengamun began wasrk asn 2 miassive Proy thie lae 1940k theoush the early "6ds, Waikldiiig bip el moisd asl pie SN TE
evt 10 document the ciny's 1% h-century when peeplation growth anad suburban povst=-Workd War 11 Hooston m an archa
materval culbare |'l-||.|||'|'|' ANy ) et everimally combaned HdE EIFTRIE Il reciiral |||.'|||'\-\.|:'_'| T, RIS Als
rhar an exammaton of the alreads iflucnce that any single store could have Franzhenm’s moslernmisn exXterior never
.!.'.rl'i'll Marsssan Arcacles, the ur -.|'.|l|'l m the ciov, Dunimg chay economacally wntld have made the 1RRaET 1 il w Tl
[miFgE malls ol Wesrern coiltire, and of rlse EXansIv era. Fadev's virtually defined T ol the socmpanying sbersors B Eanmsed
|"'Illl]l|..I'\- il :._l"llf'\. sl s 1|'-|l|'\l|'\h. s @0 many what o meant to e g middle -\.\.I.I-ﬂ-\. malirsrraal e Wl LT Boavimasasd 1 DREWT |nis
the Arcades waonkld reveal virraally every Hemistiomiam, Frosn the sivhes and colods of thie cammbigied efforts od the Pfao men
I|III|!.'..I|"'H.II"'||'IIIII|I..I.' lide of Paris in .I|'|'|I.II'...|1I|..|: Lipal] ||||-||-|.,||L|'.,_'|-_|-\.I Asde sationwisde headlines when the spore
the 1800s, Whiks the = Arcades |'|.|ir.,1_ pi thee Fovass ol somie of the Diest tolesdsan pipcicd i Ohcrinber 1247, Pecause of s
is ot has coime o be kn Wi, Wik MICYEr wein evier sold i ph -.|r'..|--||:: dreamlik ITATEY aSESEEN 1INy A THIFS Fasley™s lowamis
-\.-"I||'\'|'\.:|'|| enjamim comemitted s COmEphon ol wihar wommaiiiuted hnsimas laree mi Hhimaston » fectinodogscal has
ade in 1340 after the Germuan invasion mi hot, mugey Howsioen, Foley's was thi oy, Foley's quickly became 4 magsomally
ol France=—Hengamins sideas olrimaredy wrbiger of iddle-class comsiner” e Eativwn sesel of aeclarecrural masletmii
helped i wmspire the study of matersal cu Eatsionpis angl desares. For many vears after mierrwined at every level with the |l
TEre A% JIN eNreyY SSPAErdie ik ||l|.|l|' In the spoire™s « P, il iy il v |:I-\.|'IH.- [t -|I'.|I'.!:I-\.i'¢ iil |||.||;-I|| il etliciency. b
twbay s Tadhaomable wtellectaal faiange, wete practically toursd atfractioms in ther many wavs, Foles's was one of the earbiest
thet -\.|..|.-|'\l|'l" |'\-|I'-\.I|'|.|'|';|| referied 1 as |l'\.l\.|||.|;:|l i'll".IIII'II .i.'lll_..llll liialidas |||.‘.L'\\'\||'||lel-lI||.' W ..II.'.|||.|||-r_'_|. il
thie sraidy of “thangs.” scanatl, Whon Bikg lees ol cors womilid hstiervem that sswept the Dmiged States aler

N emrrresis anEnend of indosmation wliovw v wancle the blixk = i fhdasg |I:,:|'|-\.-\.-|-||||_| l‘.".|||||_| l'«"._ll I, B il FW AW AT :-||!_-||| L
thosir the matenal, social, and cultural wview the stores shaovw winglorws, Indocd, munid, technology was good and mone
(e ol Hawisseom o el maed- 208k Cemtars winits to Foleys made |'.'\-"||-|:|||||'||."\-.-.'|l|'.'. I..|'|'|||||l_'. Wik Iseirer ".|I|||||||:I|I|..' frasl
s reveaked by the powels, serveces, and o pamtwar laby boomens lucky enamizh 1% 0 many wiays—iio mie hstoran Davied
Ve ativibies poroyided by dirwonaoanm Ll ACCTIFmRaIy thieir [RArERiEs (El dermitoven Larweniehial™s .'||l' i i " oTEiEn ey,
||||l|..r-l||'\.:'|l|.'.'..|.|'\-'.|||.||! LT el X PodineEig Folev's in those T vears after thie sfoee™
despgied by archiecs kenneth Franehem Ao 1 was nast meerely ihe sale and apening allers us o doorway e Hausron's

§ E 1 1
Th[ -:.i'-ln-r. d im 194 Fusles's I"\. Bifie di .:'II'. Of eEfiRiimeT giodss I||.|' ||.'||'\-_ i past anid i kes ||' IE paast o gredal ddeal s



14 bl

by Wlanis, L

prosdu
imu s
[ ey rhif
i i, Haai
1 m il
knrge f
1T
. Fial ISresghi
Tehew
s Elee dlei anl |
I s
o] i Lanc
e tvime Fred
§
leran
1 | i
I %Ki KT
1 L 1 sl
T Fliosisia

Il Wear

i
y
i
Hank
[T
lak ik
Wi ]
it
Fnmt VET
i
i
k
i y
'
Iy
i i i
i
i
1
| i
# |
T
} i
L
Iy }
1Ty 1
1k
i
iy
1 k
i
¥

il




11

M EXS-.

4 1 » TELEVISION

]
| h Fe
| I Wli |
I Laledt & 1 Li i 1
[ | | JTiaf | | 1
ol 1l I il i
1l i
5 1 T |
. s, | e, I\ 1
| | Wi i
i [ I
hi i & i T
| ¥ BT I i ALTRTRIT li I
i A .
k1 i Wi 1 i i
mch i I I
I i i Tl I i i i 1k i | L] P |
| 1 | I | i 1 d | 1 i " %
] I W | ) TR
sint ith I i '
1al i
i 1
b . (] I rl i
Ti Il i 18 I X i | |
=k I | vl i i%
| i W
SRl i i ! | N I rl I |
! il r |
1 I i T i d pdace i |
1 I | 16l preg 1
| | I Al H i
1 43 il
! th wly 1 h
| | L Tui X
%la 1, 1%
| i [ | ik
| 1 b I af ol i
i I 1] U f11] I (F]
1 Fi ik | 1% ] B 1ER Jul I I L
. i Wi tl ]



Il
|.'|'.
I ton
Mgl
1

i I
| %5 |
St
| [}
il 1 (i
i
i
I by
1 i
i
i
1
San
1
I s
|
|

1w awrared B

1l 1 i el
1 vl Faslen I
heimi 11 j iai
fill iile CRTRTR LTINS
th Hewistom, b 5
A L |
i i I I
1 unpe u
1 i ke ih
IRTRI RN I 4]
i I
u 1 I5rd
|
i
i Ha
o be ddeniit
I | TR (R K]
; i
(5] -
i 1 | iy
10 1 Y i disi
iy i ]
1 ook Tl st



k' | .r_llrl;:nn-l

Planning and Chance

Girvat Fortune: The Epic of
Rockefeller Center

by Dansel C¥orent. Pablished by Viking,
2003, 544 pp, 52995

Revurrised by Terrewce Doody

When the imancier Orto Kahn wanoed
an clegang new haouse For s grear love,
the Merropalitan Oypera, he gathered o
groap il inviestors that ancluded John D,
Kockefeller 1, amd rhor eves fell on o
pece of mudowen Manhatean owned by
Codumbia University, Columbia president
Micholis Murray Butler was eager to sell
the T:n.lprrn.' m |:m|.ln' fo himanse 4 new
camipias in Mormingssde Heghes, Batler
podt Lalumisia’s new howuse, Kahn didn's
et the Mo, and Riscketeller wousd up
with the center that would bear has faim-
ily’s famoas name. The aocouns of how
planming and chance wisrk fand don's
wiirk§ together is the big story Daniel
Cerent tells in Coreal Fortinne: The Epre of
Rosclefelles Center, Okrent’s book offers
many other storees, including the histosy
of the center's architecture, the mystenes
of Fral estabe, the power af maoisey, and
the cven greater power of personality, all
ool which surface i s accounts of the
charscrers who people this epic narranve,
Some of these are truly peear characiers;
Okcreni is a pnw:-rhﬂ tll:u'ﬂrﬂ-ﬂ; and ihas
is o gerrific boak,

Joha 12, Rockefeller 11 m che naos
important figuare i the book, aml cor-
taimly the most svperesting. H.L. Mencken
called Wim Joln the Baprist=—he was o
tectotaler and Sonday school teacher—hut
evervoie clse called him Junior (which is
almiosd all we rlml ion kmova b [4El=t what
hee weas liked, The burden of his fther's
Il.'l'q"l'lll sticoess maide ]ut'llllr i, ol ar
cane, cager o Jose himsellin che million
ibetails, and brilbiant at delegating respon-
sibsility 1o powerful men who knew their
places in the Rockefeller cosmology.

Just ax compelling a character, thowgh
perhups ampler, s the anchitect Bavimonad
Hinal. Working for the son of the novel-
il William Dican Howells, Hosd disd the
winning design for the Tribune Tower
i Chicago in 1922, Joha . Howells
fook most of the prize momey, bat be did
give Hood his share of the coeidie. Hassid
did even bester: He knew Elel Saarinen’s
sevond-place desagn was superior to lis
owm, %0 he bearned all he could Fromm e,

I[IIl 3

aiidd applicd the lessons to Liter projects
such as the American Radiator Building
(Mew York, 19240 and the Daily Mews
Bailding (Mew York, 19300, Okremt has
thie highest praise for these twa works
ihut miv pactieres of them, and sor encugh
prcnires of anything he wetes alsoan) and
neikes them his prumary evidence that
Howd was niwt by temperaiment a macstro
but & thisroagh pragmatist, He believed
thar “Unilicy prosduces beauey™ amd would
have been perfectly comisriable with the
formulatisn “Form folkows fnance,” He
was a great archiect who had almost
oo cpe and absoleely no theories. And
althoagh Mhilip Johmon inclsded Hood's
MoGiraa Hill Building (Mew Yaork, 1930
i the Minseum ol Modern Am dhow thaa
sdefined the International Stvle, Hood was
as unimpressod and anconcerned as he
was by Lewis Mumiford's performance.
Ohkrent calls Mumtord a Savorneda
because he hated Rockefeller Center as
i ws mng op las almos everyodie che
did ) then recanted and decided he liked i
{again, as almost evervone clse dudl, bt
it r::pl.llmnp. o appamrll:l].' rEmETi-
bering his carlier views, In one of the
book's hest aspdes, Obrent reports how
misch L Corbusies, whio hared New York
Ciry, loved Rockefeller Center—so manch
that he endowed i with “thar maost pre-
ciows gt bor ambimsoes anchitects
a theory,™

Although Hivd was the lead desigiser,
many other prominent architects worked
i the hisge progect team, and alven later
took full credi, Okrent, however, gives
a large share o responsability for the
conter s suceews to the developer Juhn R,
Todd, the projece’s CECY and onabling
vistonary. Toxld was s brilliant as Hood
amed a okl sare T oA peranage.
When ]umur aked how msch of his tirie
bt wias wiilling, oo devore to the progect,
Todd sad, =Al of my time. Oyse-lall on
the jib and one-hall as far away a5 rrains
and steamers can carry ine, o places
whaere | can ger the hair owt of my eves
and a clearer and betier view of things.™
Toidd's anthoeity was responsible for
ewery aspect of the bullding’s realucation,
Fromm the start through o its comple-
tien and then po the way in which chems
were strong-aresed into wnancy, The
PREMECE Was Aiassive in every respoct; the
Diepresseoin made it mare ssgnificant and
the carly Bulwre of s vival, the Empere
Saare Building, made irs success a lable
wlsome mworal was how to do things fghe.
The details of the process are endless, and

Ollererin keeps us turiing the pages fos
ews aof every one of them.

The auatter of the second leali of the
Psorke, Bowever, is not quite as compelling,
Seowiics of (illimg the builiding anml turi-
g aF om are Bokb @ ereresting s tales of
the project’s growth oot of a “sx-year
charrette. ™ Hissds realization char this
skyscraper wis il going 1o have a angle
sireet-snle f.:.;.:dr and s undersaand-
ing of how 1o use serhack Faws 1o dhape
voliome seerm of more lasting valae tlan
sy the probilem of the Sixth Avemse
El. And the star characters of the book s
seconid phase are of a besser magminide,
Dhomald Deeskey's elegana, milsential Art
Devo interiors sre beauniful, bur oot as
hnrnrully- impaartant as the center’s set
ting and function, And while Samuel
Lionel Rothapicl, hke the Swiss horelier
Cesar Ritz, became a brand nams him-
sl f—lse wiks calles] Boxy, amd (krenn
callls ham the Jobnny Applesecd of maovie
theaters—the catastraphe thar defined
the grand opemimg of ks Badio Cay
Missic Hall s rhis epic’s moesent of farce.
Bat there's another angle bere, H Hood
amsl Todd were perfece partsers, Roxy
angd Jumdor may have been dark pwins,
Though be was o wetotales, Junior wasn't
cntirely abstemious: His susnmer place
in Seal Harbor, Maine, had 107 pooms,
44 fircplaces, aml 22 hathrooms, and
C¥rene hines thar Riverside Church, one
al ]ul‘luﬂ": wroeat I'l’lll]i.ll'l!h‘ﬂ[lu.. wentures, 1=
a omy-like cathedral,

Jumioe’s phalamlsropy s mportam
tor hiis personal story; ie is his conscious
repuration for his Fagher's ruthlbessiess. He
funded, in addivion o Riverside Church,
the rebuildeng of the cathedral ar Rhevmns,
Canlonial Willamsburg, the Clomoers,
aial (ehrioigh his wibe, Abdyw) MobA,
Barilding Risckefeller Center alss creared
o huge nimber of Depression jobs, and
]u.mur Wik A% qmpilhrlh; v laboir as a
Rackeleller could be. However, the neei
tci fill the center led 1o praciors thas
CWirent says come Fight from the Seandard
CHl playbasok, such as lving other baald-
ingzs, evicting their cenants, and Forcing
them 1o fendt i Rocketeller Center,

Cireqr Fortiwone wom part a famaly
Iecgraphy. Second son Nebuna Rockefeller
reveives d lon of anention as the story
mioves g after all, be s the one sespon-
wible for realizing the conter as the Family’s
flagship. Bar Okrem’s best story aboae
hum s it exacrly oo bis credin, Nelson
asi s rwsther both boved the work ol
the great Mexican muraliss Phego Rivera,

and ‘tl'lf" coimmisssomed ham to create
miarals in the cener's lobby, Rivera,

as every other schoolbaoy kinew, was a
Socialist and saw this project as an oppor
tisey to plice @ critiguic in this temple of
capitalism. The Rockefellers sobd nckets
tis the public 1o watch Rivera paing! B
when he wouldnt remove Lenins face
froim the allegory, they paid bim off and
piire +l-|:|w1'| it wall. The Lueshim renaans:
Whas was more naive inall of thas than
whasm? [hd the Rockefellers think their
money coald buy everything? [d Rivera
thimk that art will always erinmph? Ik is
fuam fosr the vest of s to comtemplare how
prear a space such naivedd nocapies in
eps of this magnitide,

Cikrend has pwin fimal statements
ahowr tlee meaning of Rockefeller Cender,
The first has wo do wath i pelation o
Juniasr, =I Junior ever saw [ir] as his
ow trinemph,” ORkrent writes, “he nover
i) s, His matwaral diffidence would not
have allowed him oo brag. His self-image
wisuld have made him relucrane mo exals
thie suceess of an endeavos thar may lave
begun with a socially beneficent objective
[a pew Oipera bosse| bt chroagh twao
decades of grear fortune, had concloded
it i thosmmhly commercal siooss”
Adfrer ats completion, Juner said, <1 really
bebong in Willamsbang,. ™

In his sevond and more smportan
conclision, Okrenr writes, *Why had
none of the wores of otfice or caliural
complexes all over the country, every one
il thaerm |r|.-|piml v Rowkeieller Center,
even approached the orginal’s acstheris,
commercial and—thern's bo ather ward
for i—cmotional saccess?, . pomt vivid-
by illusirated barcly & mile wprown, amixl
the iesolate davaime EIP.'IHH':I.-I:I[ Limecinlm
Cienter,” the hiwse thar Oteo Kala
prignally wanted for his beloved Mer,
“Rewckebeller Center's placement, right in
the heart of..the ciay's grd, made i real
i a way thar, sav, o development never
coild ke, ® bt is mnre than anaother binilkd-
ing o8 destination; i is, (dkrent writes,
“orgamcally, the ary mself.”

Corpat Fortasie swasn't il v a
I.!.I:I.}'. bait i sugEesis On cvery page ithat
(Morent, despite the efforr spent rescarch-
g and shaping his sory, eojoved himaelf
bmmensely, and his pleasure is now ours,
Mioreower, &8 we watch the World Trade
Center being rebaali, with all the conflice-
i ibemanals as go what 1 e 1o be and duo,
this is & good bosk o have in hand 1o
think weh,
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