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Uniwersicy o Misuscon Ceerald [0, Hines
iColkepe of Architecture Lecniere Theates,
T B AR TR

This lecrure senies will examane the 1.5,
inbersrate highway svstem amd hoaw o has
chanped the Amerscan fandscape and
lilestvie, A \.g.'mp-url.i-nun u:--.p-nnu-n-d lay
the Ehiversity of Hogsoon Cerald T,
Himies Cisllege of Archirerare wirh sup-
pasrt: From the Grabam Foundsrion will
fedloaw thie lecture seried om Ocrober 14,

Wednesday, September 14, 740 pam.
KARAL ANN MARLIMNG, professos of

L Misoary andd Amenicain Srailies,

Uniwersity of Minnesora, will speak o
“Specit: Acceleranion and Amierican
Culre in the Epoch of the Freeway. ™

Wednesday, Seprember 1o, 7150 pams,
RUOMSERT FISHMAM, prolesaiin of
Hisvory, Faculry of Arts and Sciences,
Furgers Linmnversiry, will apacab it = Patkia ot
Power: How the Freeway Be-Caonsnirured
the United Somtes.”

(Wednesday, September 27, 7210 pom.
JOMATHAN GIFFORD, prodessor,
[Department of Public asd Intermanonal
Attars, George Mason Linis Crsiy, will
-tp:*.'nL on "Chher Unteria: A Revissanisr
.#.|1|'rrr|.1|;|| pon Lirhan f.'l;l"t'l..'\w,l:,'
Planining Design.™

Wednesday, October 4, 7130 pom,

EIF DNSIENDBERL:, assistant professor,
A, Albred Tonubenamn []nllo.-u_r il Ancheecrure
anid Urban I'hnl'u.-u.;;'_. Urmiwersipy o
Alichigan, will spesk on "The Frecway
.|||r|'|.'|.r||,:.|.|lg|' Comsidered ™

Friday, October 13, 740 pom,

BRLUCE SEFLY, provhessr ol hiszoey,
Michigan In:hmﬂl'.j,;h,ul 1 ||I.|'.'|,'|"\|F!|, sl |
speak on “The Freeway as 4 Senes ol
Imvenoicms.™ Thas lecowre willl b held
[hincan Hall, Rige Limmversiny

Dictober, dare and locanon o b
announced,

TLLIEAR T,

The Rice Desgn Alliance regularly
presents infonmal disoussaons of issues
coneerning the gqualiny of life and the
bt environment in Howseon, In
Oictober, the topic will be the Mam Streer
corrudor A pancl decassion will be held
TN TLEr g, lwgr ph:n s o the -d-.'u'hpuw:l:
i Melakimg Aaan Street |lappen.

Scptember 8 thomiggh January 7, 200
The Menil Callecion

1515 Sal Ross

THA A LS i)

(S hamiuimg pietuifes froim the vantage ol
thin sngle-engine Cessina aerplane, Alex 5,

Sachean has oreaved anm imusiaal vision ol
America broam the aie Last year be tosek 1o
thie skies above Howssen an the bebess ol

the RDA, prodiscing the images seon i

ihibs mene ol Ol amd vhe oenies chiae wall
be oo enhibin an The Menil Collecrion,
Maclean’s pictuges are distinet From e
diniosnal aerisl photigraphs, both in their
artistry and o thetr comcern with small
details o well w larpe overviews.

L LR TR

ICTURE SERIES
Al bectiares are hield an the College ol
Archimecture Eecture Theater, For more
aisbormalisi, pleise call 7135743, 2400,

Tuesday, Seprember 1g, Giyo pan.
Fainter RACKSTRAW DOYWETSNES wall
-.pd_-,d: n "F‘trcfpruuh. amil [hisiasersms ol
Realivy in Perspective Drawing and
Fanning.” Downes works in Galveseon
and Mew York, and his pantings invese
gate archeciural realites anad il lisigens.
Thas kecrure 15 poesented in cooperation
with Giael Soack of the Unnversry ol
Housson Arn Deparmment, Bragos
Roakanee, and the Texan {'ullrr!.-.

Late Seprember, 6210 pom.

ROGER RIEWE, principal, RacglerRiewe
vl Lirar, Musiria, l.l'huh. on *Condiioned
Ulpenness Contimued,™ The wade range
st ﬂlrgl:rﬂwwr'n weisrk imchisdes raibway
stptions, aparemeny buildings, the

Cerpe Avrport, and the Information
Technology and Elecirical Engineering
Bualdamgs of rhe Techmical Uiversity
Cirag, Riewe also weaches ot the ESARD
(L) im Bareelong, This lecture is

o] -.I'hnﬂum,:d hg,' thie Hhomors Stodins of
tha {hlllr-w,' of Architecture,

Tugsday, Oetober 3, 3100 or 6230 pon
ALBERTO PERES-GOMIZS, an archine-
vl historian and cheorssa ar Maomtreal's

Magill Universiry, and auchor of Podypabalo

lior The Diark Forest Revisted, will speak.

[Tuesday, Ocrober 24 or 31, G50 pom.
[RETTINA GUETS speaks on = ARTELC:

Work.™ Ceoerr is & parter m the

Wiennese architeomural suehio ARTEC.

Theeir buile work, which inchisdes haousing,
olbces, amd insttockamal progocts, reflect
innovative architectural myvestigations i

theary ansl pracowe, This kecrure =
co-spormored by the Austrian Caleoral
Imsanrmcie, Mew Yiork.

Tieesday, Movensber 14, &30 poam,
RAMESH KUMAR RISWAS, an architect
andl crits: hving and waorkimg in Vienna,
speaks on “M 33T Biswas was

curator of Viesvmargres v Fxile, and pur
topether ithe exhibit Imnmatne Aestran
Archrieciure, This lecture s sponsored

by the Apstraan Culiural Bsemuge,
Mew Yaork,

All exhitsits presented in ehe College ol
Architecrure Gallery, excepi where noted.
For mwsre infonmation, please call

T T3 2400,

Throuagh fall

Lir Perite Marson de Weekend, an
marallation of a “self-suffscient™ outdoor
i mmiliile by Fatkan Architects,
Wancouwer, on ihe southwes lawn of the
Architecture Inelding will be o display
through the fall, The rame of the exhiba
im o play on Le Costbusser™s weckens!
retreat on the outkorts of Pams.

August 16-Sepiember o

foslin Clagert — Coifral Enrespeasi
J'l.r.rll.rnll' Fecleannstrcal Ar Irarnﬂr.nr. a
phuth'.r.:ﬂn' exhibit, will e on dllq-'l.:'r
in the College of Archebeciune Archives.

!l-qﬂnihrr 15

Mexrco Uity aviad Proservation, didwings
{amd p|'|41l:|h. -:hu'uulrmlllp; the studeni
winlk ol |'In.||r1 Misores Hutofe
Preservation Stodio ar the College of
Architeciure.

| Seprember-carly Oepoler

Joddrar. Eermamel — Haourse i Prosgress, o
docunenation ol & work i progress
from concept to building. will be on
display i the College of Archivecrure
Archives

Oictaber 12-Movember 4

Robert Landery — Nene Work, deawings
{amd weatereodoes, will be o display i the
Caollege of Archirecture Anchives,

Oictober 22-Movember 19

Mieryy — Prmaralior Awsiedrn
Archifeciure, a show learurmg young
Aipstran avani-gande archigects ane thesy
recent wark,
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THE IMPENETRABLE BECK

Faries el-Dabkdah admires Poppea’s allue-
g vesls amd lkens them to the Aadrey
fiviies Heck's bauinldiee s raut sooise skin
*Shedding Light on the Beck,™ Cite 47,
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stermly peroclam the view o e ®one of
thi mioay '\-\.|"|| mediid visias o hisisseon, ™
Ewetr v ihee |'-:|||..|-cl'\-;'_ parns its beck oy
g .'|::'I.ﬂ“'|'|'|l'l-||'| iy ghe sty anad Rl I%
MNheT 13es PresEmE A prim ameHIYamiey fee
the rest ol the commiminy, They el ws

alowast mothimeg abowt the public magure o
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A srng il elevared banners TR R ETEI
exhibinons E'.l-..l..|ln.|., |.||l.. rlsese hanners
can only e read Prom Ilu,' sidewalk
bewtide the Caraling Wiess Law Building,
Wirh samalar LTI the LIy d00E Winz
redc s o o the e L. et awe cannas
walk ivom the soreet to che dowsr thene
The Beck limEms over ips nmwsre masd
eadly sealed mi |._|||"l|". Like the oversized
theme homes thar are poppang up in
Hiver Liak , Wesi Limive =i, and the

£ mors

Hewghis, i iokes o @ grand
mentalmy thae s oo of characrer waih 1is
oimsiewi. bis redamvon fo the street 18 neyne
nascent of a hinge depraormmaent spore. Cudd
tremnmes] dinplay coses amd cmmitry clisl
Ik Abisral arrangements ai the top ol the
esCalagor heiphten the eltect on the miten
or Uine can't avoid magmang that thene
are dicretely hidden price megs attached
to every artiche on the gallery Bovel jusd as

theere are in the ghittery shoppemg arcadk

-
e 0

at the addenon s mam entrance, Like sl
the intevwveriee !lull.jl'l..'_. .I||l|.|! thie tret
way and dowentanam, thas .I'-Il||.|'II'|! 1% il
NER S BUF the civic realme, It coselsd
have been Boily anywisen

e Beeck aclddeion clearly mn' the
kamibsall oo The Neml Collectmmi T ow B
ger, thoagh, and o paraphrase the archi
tect al the Sossel emipire, “niee has i own
gualiny,” This srmitude finds its miosg ol
i mandestaism m the Beck’s atrnom
the scale ol whth overwhelms even ithe
Rammam mder b seeins Eo e holdamg
court there, fust in fronk ol the |1|:.\|J||'-. vl
lmstone vencered antrshaplinmg mines
It st clesr biovw thies spsice carrmes “the
substange of the archimecture

In a coiv where the construction ol

amisther sduly megaples would probably
o usnbiced, i oy seem inragional no
lament the Beck's et mperiections,
Fiurr of archstectone of this ambation
EnCa e Tl worutomy, them whar mghi
o we have to complain absmpt the
wrbgmisnic mmpact aof Perry Hommes town
houses o Sam’s Ulub partong lotsd In a
crty that 1s desperately i e ol betrer
prehmectare, cribcisms shoald mot e
welbed, 1o amepsisrtaot G0 be paslite, bu
wMETEmEs I 1% eVeEn More mpsEreant i
poimt out when the emperrs clothies
aren't all they are said w he

Thomors N Caslbsere

Ansasciate Professor

Leralkid 1Y, Hoanes Callege of Arclnbecture.
Lineversiiy of Howasion

Hevgasdoi

Hare a criticisn, Sodmperl, o resienee
s i I ais,

e wafufiors devinld feke fo Do froml you

teiiriny yamr e sever e et

Yesur ganr mradnd yomy coprmenis fo leffers
it the Editor, Cite, go=p Wesr Girry, Sneh
i, Mlempspond, fexas ==oig: fiy N o
=i f=fag- NN e or e-atnael phenr o
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How can we find the best office Turniture and interior solutions for our clients?

Think... The O.F.1.5.
L Call ¥13.629.5599 for the answar
.. Say"The Office” for your
Officae Furniture and Interior Solutions

& 700 Post Oak B
Hodston, TX 756-5705

16l 1.3 Sat-Dlas

Oifice Furniture and Interior Services

By Powel
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This is not just a cube.

Pathways from Steelcase is a resulis-oriented workplace solution designed to integrate furniture, walls and
fiooring. This workspace will see your company through years of growth, change and profits. Let McCoy Workplace
Solutions show you how. To schedule a consultation call 713.802.6706 or contact us at www.mccoyinc.com
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e
McCOY

Workplace Solutions
T13.862.4600
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& wlow dewn Billerd Shrowl, it wenl ol Meairens, shown the soibach it pedldesty woaled I proterve.

By MITCHELL |. SHIELDS

A year after the revised development ordinance was passed, how has it fared?

l ast vear, whoatly afier Ciey Lot Faces was foup cuimbwersaree, Charceig that el o the ofdinande that prevenied
ipproved a wres of revisEma 1o i was desspned o make 8 caaer foe sLfiEC i IFain comibammne block Faces
Chaprer $F il Fhousion ™y Cmsile ol develipers 1o destiom mrevalling setbacks Wi wanred 1o Bundle bliscks bacauis

{hrdinatiaes. o lew of the ressdents of il bl poven beoisses alar waoniald s ehe we dhicin t thonk g smgle Blisck bhcoe wais

AMillosrd sfreet, a nemhbortiosnd m ehie srreels. Hag alomg Midtoed, oh RS AT Friaph o maanenn th paorsamalapy of th

s ol the Miseam Disstnict, deciled willg asked was, oould the ardinance Is meighbochood.” Wilkiain Camiseld adel
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DELL BUTCHER HALL TIES ITSELF TO THE RICE CAMPLUS WITH NEW IDEAS
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bex §. Maclean's overhead photographs of Houston, featured in the following pages,

wiere fnken last October a1 the invijstion ol Cie and the Rice Design Allinnce. Fot

two weeks, Maclean criss-crossed through mosily sunmy skies above Houston,
shopiing moe than 1,500 photogtaphs from ihe vantage point of his 1967 single-enging air-
plans, These photographs present a remarkcably beavtdul porrait of the city and ite envi-
rans, one that is both abstractly rich, like o modem paenting, and ot the same tmae filled with
critical content,

Maclean took ap lhving B 1971 while studying architecture st Hareard's Groduste
Sehoal ol Dessgn. Soon after esrning his plor's lcanse he began taking pichires from the
aie. He completed kis Master's degres in 1973 but never practiced architecture, choosing
mnstend & corgar @8 @ phologrophar. In 1975 he founded Landshides, o business specializing
i aenal photegraphy primavily lar architects, enginears, planners, ond envirenmenisl
organizatsong. Over the last 25 yoars Moclean has pholograophed evory siate in the unon
except Alaska, and s pictares have Bean published in lour books: Look af the Land, Aerel
Reflections an Amarfes, with teal by Bill McKibben (19935 Cites of the Mississippr
Mrneteenth-Cenfury fmages of Urban Development by John William Reps (19951 Teking
Moagures Across the Amercan Landscape, co-auibored by landscape architect Jamas
Corner (1958} and mast recently Richand Sextans Vestges of Grandew: The Plantations of
Lowisiama’s River Road {1993)

© v @ 7T

The Houston Photographs of Alex 5.

Flyng sola, Maclean, a tormer college foathall player with tha busky physigue ol an
athlgte, has taught himaell the acrobatic skills of managing his plane’s controks whale tak-
ing phatographs. Fying relatively low, batween 1,000 and 4,000 feet, MacLuan fastuns his
camara o & gyro-stobiliner that rests on his left shoubdar, Gaiding tho camara with his nght
hand, ke conirals the plane with his iedt hand on the yoke and his teat on the madder ped-
als, shifting aftilude and ampgles as he photographs. He uses o J5-millimetor comers with
lpnses that range lrom 24 18 300 millimeters. Altitude, angle, and light afe amang the van-
ables im dotermining any given shot, At lower altitudes more detail can ba decemad, bot ot
highier sltitudies move area is eancompassad, yiolding wide, broad shols

From his home oulside of Boston, MacLean llaw his plane, a single-enging Cessna 152,
io Hobly Airport, which served as 8 base of oparation during his Houston shool Shortly
ofter he arrived, he seggested | come along with him an a llight over tho city, Despis sama
tragidatian, | cauldn’t resist the affer. At Hobby, wa walked across the concrale apran 1o an
isolated corner of the tarmac, where Maclean's ainplane, & vontable minialure compared
L the airport’s oihos, more modarn planes, was parked. Tho 32-yoar-old Cessna lookad is
sge. Tharo were plenty of dings, dents, and chipped paint on its body, The ingido of the air-
plang was egually time-waorn, with split uphalstery and anly o pair of seat belts, no body
hafers. Lined up on top ol the sirplane’s dashboard wife o fenes of camers |endes
sacurnd with Veloro, Maclean explained that he Bad net pofchased a newaer ascraft
because the Cessno 182 was the best single-engine plane hio had ovar fown, and the com-
peny had stopped producing that model in the 19805, He updates the plane by replacing is
engine avery 1,500 lying howrs.

MacLean handed me a haadsot s0 we could communicate easily durng the Might, and
&0 | could hear his convarsations with Hobby's air tralfic controdler. Ho turned the ey and
the plana's angme cama 1o life. Slowly, we tooed anpo the runway, peking up speed until
wie lifted gently off the ground, rising 1o an altitude of only abiaw 1,000 feetl belore leveling
wff. Rideng thie small plane | felt lght, as i foating on o waler wmb seemingly nothing
Ietween s and the ground. Fortunotely, we were Hyng in ciear, calm skies, bt | S5l (sl
anxious. | asked MacLean 1o head southeast towards the San Jacento Monumen and then
return alang the Houston Ship Channal. The landscape below was concentrated with dis-
tinct patterns and shapes that appeared both familiar and strange, Later, | would view
MacLean's photographs of this area and marvel af his abilty 1o select, irama, and compase
pxquisitaly dotailed smages of what | saw as a generalized landscapu. We corcled the
ohelisk of the San Jacinio Monument bafore heading back along the Ship Channgd 1o the
clustar af towors downtown, a trip that took approasmataly 15 menatos. Flying smuth, we tra-
varssd tha rog-conopied neighborhoads of Montrote, Gindeng the tidy main guadrangle af

Rice University, which appeared ke a perfectly composed playing card. During the coerss
of ihe flight MacLean was contimually in fouch with the air traffic controller, notitying him
a3 we shified course. | could only image the logistics he feced when phatographing, the
balancing of camera nnd plane, of changing lonses, of communicateng with the towar, all
wihile aligning the Cassna fo get his shots. On our retumn we passed over tho University of
Houstan campus bofore appronching Hobby for a gracelul descent.

In Jamuary, the 1,500 stides arrived, and wo bagan the task of selecting the images for
ihis issue, 8 job made diflicalt by the high quality of all the photographs and our desirg 1o
be s inclusive as possible We notod thot some things made more compelling subjocts
ihan athers when vowed from above, High-nse buildings, for oxample, which dominate the
skyline when saan from the ground, made relatively uhinterasting subpocts when vievead in
isolatian from the ab, appeaning &s extruded, urban nan-aabties. Much more posearful were
angled views ol the dowstown stroat grid, with 15 compositian of buildings, shadows, and
gmply blocks suggesting a map of Houstons wrban system. Pabterns of abandonment and
renewal ware sharply depécted in shots of innar city noighborhoods, where the shalls of
reifless buildings and genaml dishevalment contrasted with orderly segments of new con-
gtriction. The remaing of Allen Padoway Village sppaared as a shrmbang enclave trapped in
the middia of an encroaching, cartoan-like houseng devibopmant. The nebanark of frepwoys
that slice through the city's tabric seemed like inddierent lings when their kinebc foality
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MaclLean
BY WirLLiaM F. STERN

was frozen by the camera’s lens, Far more imteresting were tighter views of the abstract
patierns of reeway interchanges ond the buill-up comers al the intersections of erdinary
reads. Photographs ol the Ship Chana el daminated by the indusiral geomeinies of the sdjs-
cont port fecilfeos and oil rafinones wire consstently fascinating, both lor their sbstract
baaiity and theif shocking podirayal of 8 denstured landecapo. By cantrast, the bullt char-
actorisiics of Hawston's alda:, stabile neighborhoods ware often hidden lvom view by soft
canoples af malury lfees.

Out on ik peaphery, the ssgns of habitation appeared mare sharply etched than thair
urhan counterparts, especially when viewed spainst the sweeping expanse of Houston's
weirstern piairie. The hall af the ness Katy Mills Mall and its surrounding parking bof seemad
liko an wngainly ship marooned in & 88 af nowhere. Ublguitous cul-de-sacs, resembling
biomerphic organs. onchosed subdivisions; those suhdivisions themselves document
sefjuences that begn by erasing & site’s natural greenery and replacing it wath geant, sarth-
work-lke sculplures seraiched m & dusty emptiness, an ampliness soan refilled with tani-
aus Iragmarts of model-ralbroad houses siustad in too-perfect lawns. Viewed from the air,
scangs that ram the ground appesr mundang ofton revealad an intalligence of form that
transcends thil cament, making things as ordinary a5 8 striped parking lot or & rowting
apartmiant complox appear &3 stunmng essays of pure geametry. In their ehatract destilla-
tigns they can be a8 deceptively beautiful as an architect's moded,

Oiar struetoans 1o Maclesn were general. We suggested sreas for him to look 81, but
wit wanted him 1o diseover the eity with his own éyes. The inention of this phatographic
essay was never to sae Houston in its totality, nar o present & recoed of #s prominant land-
marks, b rather to revesl something about the place that could only be ceptured lram tha
mir, MacLlean New st all times af the day, from early moming into the last avaning light,
soleciing one area of concentration after anather, aften ratuming 1o 8 location to re-pha-
tograph 4 s ihe light chenged. Tha sasulting images cresie @ povirait of Hpusion from a
wulngrabie angie, telling s much about the city a3 & prameditated constructian. Thiy are
nod manifestly eritical views, though they do prompd critical thinking ahoul how the ity
growes and setibes inlo & relatonship wih is natural site. Like the bird's-eye views of Pans
thnt Roland Barthes extols in his essay on the Eidfel Tower, Maclean's pholographs tran-
scemnd sensation and allow us to see Houstan as structure, “a eorpus of inelligent lorms™
thnt c@n only bo vagualy imagined from tho ground.

i conjumeian with s issee of Cite, Alex £ Macleans Houston pholographs will be an
digplay ot The Menid Colfection from Soptembor & 2000 thromgh Jaovary T, 2000, The ext-
bitipn ix co-sponsoned by The Mend Colfechon and e Rice Design Allfanca
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Alex §S.
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L.m—.l-.:.an:' photography 18 a wiell esrab

lished genre of arti represcacition
Phetographers (rom Caseave Le Geray o
Carleson Watkims 1o Ansel Adams have
.||'|pr|.u|.'hru.l lamelscapse in therr vwn
immurabde way, retlecnng the culoural
sympathics of their own particular ape,
wviel acknowledging., by repeating or
refecting. the pactorial convennions af the
e makers wha camie belone,

Tas lsreak landscape phestoguraphy e
s COHNPORCNE ParTs, |Il||l||'|1 VT, RiE -.|,1|_'.I.L
il “Landscape™ and = phastosraphy™ as
|||1I|_-|w|1du|1| elements only owcasionally
drawn wagether o form oae stable
._umpul.lml. v B cosnbrond suddenly pw
wast guurries of very diflerent ares.
Landscape and phitography are nearly
uncoanparable as hields of mrerest — anal
viet they share certain afhinimies. Like
magnets, they are mumally resisring m
one position, mamslly apmacning in
anastlser. Landscape, o living hasly, spa-
rhally wnlimited, explomable, ownahle,
vt ultmately msdestructible, & freguent
Iy the obgect of our most heated congrie-
versies. Photography, ms transparency as
a mediom belying o tendency toward
upacity el distortion, its evnvdent pen
chant for documentatisn wnable to
repress 4 rllm'rrru| westhetic character, is
oy seciety s viswal commion com lor che
exchange of ideas. IF there is a word that
limks the rwo i s this: nareralism
Landscape and photography share an
Apparent obgectihied |.'|.1r|1g.'. they both
weem to realifirm chat which we already
know, The breadeh of knowledpe
respuired to “read” a phastograph of a
lamdscape woulsl seem e be as daunting:
Iy bresad as i s reassuringly naieral,

The making of a photograph of land
scape rejuires an even brosder knawl
cilpe, and a dl.':'p bevel of commimment

t h e

Maclean expands on a

Mlex 5, Maclean’s devobon over the
lase 30 years to landscape, photography,
amd — isiee havteny o sdd — aviatson,
has produced a vast body of wark, an
archive of land use in America that s
bl leenally beantiful and poliscally
committed, Saclean draws from exper-
tiset in1 hahy J.Ill-.l'\-l..l|'|'|.' and F'hllhl'p:r-lpl‘l:l.
barming 4 fing. m which fris tireal meams
are pressad into the seevice of envifon-
inental cavses, Mare i the ik, -|-'I|.|.-
Ill|11.|["|l'-. A il-lh!llmr'-":. 1-u|lI|-..r| mmcdi
i, dame often calbed ingo the serviee ol
social cairees, o nHlH.rer-J o Fepresonl
lanidscape, a notosummly pedivical sub-
ject. O is i the other way arounad?
Could ir he thar landscape 15 the physi-
cal mediam theough which Maclean
tests the boundarses of a dofr phlllu
graphic senschiliny? Or does e doin all
leur the By :I1|\l_:‘

Agrial phovagraphy, a sub-genne
within ||I|' |.I|||1I.|.|II. q¥l |,|||.|ju._ J1os ||.||.|h|-_q-
raphy, has ity own beeoes, ssees, and
mctorial convennions, Ir has a hiscory
characrerized by visual revodumion, a s
tosry oof “discoverses™ driven an olven by
the perspicaciry of armisrs as by advances
inm n'n'hhu‘lnp_'.-. .'h A '-\.lll' Lwi]]g et |1F1H|-
|'Il||l|!l|'|'|||:1'.l['i|l'r wikilid wewmn o offer the
perfect by between I.|||-|E-...L.:p-|- amild
|'Il'|ll|:||'|1j.'_1'.||'-|lfr T|'||' .u.'rl.ql |'||l||||||-|¢|r.||1|'.|'r
&, atrer all, dhisranced sipnlic ||||ri:. N
bth his 1'-|"|r|,h il mieresi: |.|||||_!u.__|F||_'_
when seen from the il |J|.|-\. SEUETH
appearing increasingly as on objoct ol
|.|.HI|-|'|II‘I-'|.||||||I ¢ EHIMETIALIFIE |.l.1r|‘1 |_'.1q.,|p
mioment ol SsCen: |I-||n|uu|.||'-||.l.. whirn
[ i I||.|.'|.| in rh-r -|.|H.L|I|:r. i |I-|.-r!||||_|_' - ]
secondary rechmical acniviry, as kecping
the aircraly i the air must natirally eake
precedence, erhaps this unsigue perspec-
ENNE il |.|II.-||\..,J.|,1|_' r'lhlllllFf,J.Fh1. ""'F-l':""‘l"'
fuwr |.t|'||.‘|'\.\.|]'\- anmd |'|h||l||-|,'.|..|ph:|- RiCALeT

s ky

BY KEvIN MooRre

long tradition of aerial

s 0 @ W i FF B o§ i 35

consderation as mdependent ennties —
as two discouries cramped into one
rrowed discosurse, like s cowhird
shiwed mto a robin's nest. Lissking at
MaclLean's photographs fromn an aeral
phaotosiraphy perspective offers, like the
view Frodn alssve, both o sharp vision of
tha |.||I-|.l'p.1pr belvw, and a fresh under
‘.r.lmhm: of ik &Iy le ool [lll-.mvuup'lu

Awenal phosography swas envissoned s
varly as 1539, when the anmoencement
of the dagserrentype, photographs’s first
comimercial process, was imade at ihe
Academie des Sceences i Trares, That
yiedr, o lithagraph by lheodure
Mlawrimset enitiled f'..l...'m'rrnrdl.rlu.u.'..r.lr.n'
parodicd the lype over the new inven
Ewinit, projecting photography’s ntrosiom
it all corners of masdern life. Chng
detail shavwey g man painting a camera
dovenwand from a ballson, which was
sl @ movel saght in the skies of Paris
masre than #0 vears after the balloons
mvention by the Montgalisr brothers.
An an of surveillance would seem 1o
have been born. However, the heavy
equipment and b cxposune Hises
reqquired by the dageerreotype proess
made i dmpracical on the wnstable plar
form of a hat ar balloon. Like so many
other things predicied for photography
an i nception — color, mstantaneiy,
night pletures — aeral photography
wombil have v want for significant
advanoements 0 techmaloey to occar,
Arnial photography proper began
soriiie 20 years later, when Fremeh pha
viagrapher Felis Tourmachon, known
prodessinnally as Madar, combaned his
twin passions for ballisons and phogog
ripliy inko one wlira-nesdern s,
Aocordme to Madar’s own bombasii

imagery
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sccomimit Pwrarien retroacively im 19000,

thae Fiewr sceesstul aerial |'-|'.nru|-_|.n|-|1
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Black s [ TiErial ambirions

This ballosn view of Bassa, thet in 1860 by besmer Wisllace Back, in he warld's sbdest varviving seriel pherisgraph.

Unlike Madar, Black ased a stepeoscapae
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itsell b aerial photographa, which were
lele to gievvede a ihorlluiig and convenieni
viFtial cxpericnee. A wriler of the thme,
Arthiar Ratue, enthised mo a book on
acial Ehartomgragliy. anad kiges thai waih
serial phestopraphs, “cveryoene wonld be
alle to have the Mlusion of a perilous
Ascriil, Wothogil Fannemg iy “'\-L .
Danger was a central — and doabslesly
NIEFac iy |||:;||'.,||| il b cHrs B [rrin
duce serial phatographs. Madar and his
wale wery serasisly apired when their
ralloon crashed m 1EA 3, an ovent that
sl 1Al ||||_' |,||‘||||:..|1:|r Apfies indis 8 WAt o
financial ruine €, ¥ Shadbelr, England’s
leaiding acrsal photographer, deed in o
allosn aecubent in 199249 For an
imcreasigly media semsetive public, such
ACcoMinis iaf |||'r|l||, cllusig I||||| -||\.,|-||rn||-\.
eSS W I.|1|' ¥ty ||.||'I!J.| 1l ||'||
AP, .||1|| ||'||' .|-,'||_|| |1|u|||||,;|_||'-|1 1 jWc
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A it goes in a capitalisg seciery,
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|§|'I'|I|-: [ ".";n-\.h.“'\-lll'l. whas A e ol gl
with .||.'I|ﬂ |'-|r||I|||\'_I.I|'-|!|l. LM conpld nioa
EAPECT Do @et T ATTINTIC PECTESs s mich
1Y ["|.II'I.~..v and thas inrsged on "an
abwalunely FEATI al [ICERTE, such as
wisinll Ill.' NECERRANY Tk BT 4 COrTeg muap
ol the carth.™

IR priscess of fesding Praces Al iEkes
tar aerial views was acoelerared by ech-
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'"'I'"""."' 5l advancements, The anmodin
mwwn i DAT 1 ol the drv-plate proocs,
whigh wus basger angd cleaner than wet
collodiam, and the | B&? invenousy of @
elecimcally-released shutter, o techimnbsgs
central oo the aperation of the psromag

hallossn camera. made senal phi

phy a less damgerous and costly opera
tiei. Mews phatography became anosther
competling application as, stargimg i th
18%0s, improvements in photosmechani
cal primting technodogies enabled the s
amzl ensy publication of phastographa
Amerscan Devrge Lowrence, for exam
ple, madde 4 reputation for hmsell sl
s panoramic views f San Francisoo
afrer the earthguake ang e of 196
Hamessing the strength of 17 Kiges o
laty his mammuoth plate camera abose the
citw, Lawrence '\1|||'\IF||||.'|.| A1 EARET siaide
e with overviews o the disasie
lhese phitographs comveyed the mass
devastmtiann in o way s earthboond shan
could have achieved.”

It weas the invemtsom of the arplang
im 155 thae shot acrial phatography
miwr the sphere of pruly usedul applice
tions Either micams for captoring imaa e
Fromm thie mir had been fesped durmg thi
late 19ch century: besades the kKire and
the halloom, rockets and prepoasier
imirsdy e MECONS WCTET %CTH I
lipled woth cameras amd Felem, (TR
simitione, o pasprudar French maganne
et am 190% phat “if ds queite natural to
wer birds becoming photopraphers ar che
et when men are beginmng 1o

hecismie birels,”

v became Clear, hod an ddvantapee over

Bur airplanes, s gquick

thesr temperamental comsang in thot the
platforem they prowided was far more
sk ele and casier to navigate o pos

i, Lasker, of corrse, provaded an exir

an was aboard e phosgragh whibe

dward Shvihen: periel ricesmelusance phebe Irom Vorkd W L

thr F"I'“ |'.||||.|_'|..I||:|'|||.||||: | .

Bempvallain. a Parhd cameraman, ook the

ferst photograph from an airplane (0
wits o seell Feovm 3 cindm T Tl T Hulem
recl, actually) im 1908 as a passcivcr af
Wilbar Weighes in a feghs ower La
M, France. The resuhs werne pub
lished in L Vie o grand v in
December 10, acoompanied by wll the
itendant howpls of the popular press.”
Ohthers somehow managed the dow
ble task ol Aying and photographing all
i their vwn, Charles Shaw. Bonain's
frrst hero ol wirplane phatography, wrogs
||'|.|| ".,,|||1||'\-|||||.|; !||J:||I' il |"||||||||_-||.||"|u

e
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= hw

Equivalont Mo, 314, by Alfred Saeights, 1970,

1% BCTCEINPEITNE almawsi goay muach o be
|'\l||'.II-.II|I A% A r:'|l_1||.|| IFsilE LInie myiass
CAPEIWNCE Tov FY ahise the dithiculey ol
|I-\.'\-||.||II|.' a camsera anal ¢ |I.|.-|5.'_||I.: |,l|.1l:|.'l\.
wihilsg .II|||;.'_1|II||.||.;|| thie air ag an ali
e ol AW ey, ™ Y

e imawst ||!||:||||. wise of gerial l'lll'
mspraphy oocpmred dunag the Firsm
World War, when |'«|'|l|||:,'|| §py, like
witheer gamnla pnlisred e seeve vl war
ehborr, wos systematically rationalized
J.....--J|J|I:||'_ pas e imabissarial merhiosds
andd e |II!I..|||-: %. Edward Sieichen. hor
mierly asssciatesd wath Alfres] Seeelice

and the Fhasto-Secessionistsy, jisined s

Nivercan | \F‘u'»,llllll'l iy Fesfoe nid
France, whete he comuraindod ain aerial
Fondifimiissdania s igifl s ||'||_' ||l|-_||| wii gkl
thie war la o Bried live meonch i,
Sreichen's udiie |'III|.I||.|.'\. il i

1 PO MM pEinns D Many ol these

RIS [l .|:-..|'|| i & sedEenive carn -|:-|.||"I'-I|.
byt P ERI sREeSTIVE oF] Svant-g ardi
|'\-|'|II|l|'_| ||'-|'n ol the 192k, This ks mjasi

||'.-I-.:|'I ST SARFRRFIRAAE |||n|'r|..|||un_ {ELT

AETRAL FoC i s e iR Ee e — with

s F-!|.|-|:||||; views and msechamiscal
[PSETRTE LA I|'\-|n - il .Ll B CRCITNI

Wil Wi ibailary foe AFEn s dal ||l\.|' |'|u-.l|
waf era, Miligars |'\-I|J.I|.|;|_||1|'|1_ Hinwi s ier,
LS | '\..|.|||.|:I ik 1F |||.|| et LD AT
||'||'||'.||_ |sisr Peif :ll-l' AR EHEA Y —

i .|..|1||!,|||l\.|' — RigiEi e amee I'hll-\|||lll'\-\.|'\-\.
reainicd o thie Aot af e & '|'-|'\-. e 1o I‘l.'-\..
SAVFTH AT e Sk L |'\-|:|'-|_ ikl ||||'\u'|

IFaces ol %

JEiiy Achivily soiniarrd (Rl

|"u_.||\.||.|'!-\. JT] ||||'|r 1 ekT T |F.-||||.||
coptetit. Ay Allan Sekila Bas writtoi,
ihis '.-lrlh.,|||pr |'| ||||_h (1 ||'r|_|| b
rap =ean b ween as the frianinph el
.||'-|'-||.'|_| realivm, ™ 1=

By cimvtrast, the radical assthetic o

the I il ViE W I-.|._ 11k T il ||'.|' Er 1|||_

miarks o avant-pacde are duringe ehe

1920, bisceeaned LIt ibiliey ad the cam

era — lifred mowe ol ghe Iu|1|||| ddald

|I| L L il in the b :|||||'\-| il r|||' ;II|~-|||qr_||1|1|'r
AL T |;_'|_'..| 1||-| :'H.|"|-||I B i Rea

viiles and vaing 50 IS s parly as

1911, American p!‘l.l:-uul.l|'\-|:|r kel

Struss had begun pHdHOgra pEhing Mo
Voark droen atep recently constriscied
akvacrapers, o8 had Alvin Langdon
Cordlmirm, wihose 1915 baask New York
frapm i1 Prmimaad prposed an st
|mirh |||‘l||'._|"\.. inel absiraict thitceigh ors
dlramatie wse of vernginsis views and
[ETRIRERC] B (RN P TR T it Reissda, whiere the

sikich lorF & |1-'|-."||||_'.. iel imosleriiinim was
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i fall gear darmg the lote reens anad
mwennies, ammisrs sach 38 Kasimnr
Malevich angd Alexamler Rodchenko
tonk 11 thee aerial view ax a svmbiol ol
the palitical and cwlmeral rranstarma
reons they o fervemily ence N |
throogh their arr makmis Likewise,
arrints an ermany ar the Baohaws saw
the pairenpial in rhe vertical view

1h

uph they pasintesd the caomera wp
slmst as often as they pomned 0 down)

{oer revedpninonEs g s ||I|I'|J|.'_I| it

decomsdrucnion ol space an acsthein

i i limked fo ErigEressive ;'l'llll-\. 1
syl sscial valwes ol he epocih In ihi
enal, the appalling devastation ol the
Secomd World War would prove these
sestheie mbeals hin

elessly naive. Even

ik, the begacy of the penal view porse

viered atrer the war hovwever descrecily

i1 the « Rpcrinacne il |.I|'|'_|| ARE 41F
Ahsrract Expicssaonmisg AT I s
MO TTbETE . ARseTICa » lirsy IRk AN,
PUEVAMNE, itd (signilicantlyi [RISTAITLE TS

it Fivverment, estallndhed 8 wade -\.|-|'-.'|||
bea abo arg AT ENTLRTS {ATORRTN.
ITE I i expressno o persaiad e

twajn. | e inedn il @bsrrachion Wik

il Priwiin Larser socual 4 |'-||||I.|.||
L e i b THgh Ll ] ||'| O NPT RS
vivdiveidiaal sdengiey in America, Th
duidn lias inlloenoed Bow we mejgand

1 bsrracted acrl images slav. Abseract
I wpressiondsing, a stvle and an approach
v @y ma kg sl Dsosladly, of SHTE AT
callv, embdamaned o thee mand of vha

N ITeT

CAn |'\-|||I||| Feitadiiis thc peEng ol

refercce foek ticarly @iy abspract iimaee

.I'|||'||_ Iil % INLAL ew areal

L [ELIERTERS ||||'.'._ which, hike @ maleiruds

1 ..||.|| scactilig ImaEesE |l|--.||..|.|

thiroaighoat the imodcin :l.,ll.l._.‘_ is

1L s yalised Iow it aestheTic

mroepeEirs. A angd sosrior, ansir

[lird"s-oye view o Howston, cleon 191,

ally suwspcions, now exchange recipes
like wuburban neighbors.

Picrorially speaking, there are really twao
traditions of landscape representation,
busth ast whach predate by centurnies the
invemtusin of phatigraphy. Cartography,

a system of landscape delmeanion, s one,

del o owhoch fhe bndscape s

A
schemanized, abstracted, made lisear anal
wbihidaniank. ln ohaps, Land s measuncd
and gquanivhed; reprosentaion conlorms

J
to ratimenal scecnce. | he second iradiimn

1% the prctosmal landscape, debined mmsg

cephatscally i 1 th-Oristary pameigs
by Lowraom amd Powsso In tlhis maosdel
the Lindscape s described, characterived,
westheticuoed, sdealieed. In painted pac
mures, landscape e evoked, narrative s
l\.|||_l||_'r'\..|-|'.:|; here FEEHCRETILATRON ASPIrc: [eE

i
Uiy Fis pervms of gernal v A thiese pwe

et Ti 'u‘llllllll'., [WUTLLE WP [iaqL T Tl
Fri T |.||. iy b ¢ laras [ rieed by pwo

||--||||||_I .|||._'|-\. o o amack: the direct vern
Birizoneal
Wex Moaclcan's i

RERET :|,-'r|-\._ awith tlecie

val (v (AR TRET N TETH] rhee ialala i

[T} |-||1||||_-\.

il perpeese ol

ehinci

G LR TR T I AT D T LR T ] o
vt b thae Jiu SR il thiese rwi desthiet

ii |'\'|||..'| Iy i &5 '.I|'|'\-|| . BT

n el

I8, Hodistom is ST o iy @ mear direc

I|'|I|-_.||_ laid oin as a g, thie citys

wENOe TS ATeil |-||_|-:.1|||_:.. i LRI

iial, i.'.: Iile wirder, Inm a co IEFASCEBRE CXOm

|'||| . SCCEL O P |"'\-.\_ Minigsriom is i

Hareed from @ hasrvmonmtal vaoe:

[LIRIE L
the henrizom line in the datance RCEFRTH
e i e withiam thie « ANEgEOrY Of thie tra
dinomal PUCEFLAl VarW Higre the il

inEs ol ki |I'.I|.l|'il-||-. rake om an anthro

P CRAFACTER, APpRearing as nfans
il |:|||.|-\.||| |l.l..||..|'l'|lll|! Fiv A W& |.|.I'.. I b

|'l| NAFE CAFTawir |;|':||. mrilivy of the fursa

example v replaced in the seconsd Iy the
wUEEeAtson of ronanic narranye

Huar Tl
Slowt ol MacLean's photographs nifer a

£ Ore OXLreme CRan ||.'|l\.' i

;||-|||1|.-|.|||.||| il I‘h.'\.. s Paanls il v
I slssuld be moved tar the soparation ol
iuncton and aestheise, o divade causimg
rancerous debare in p|1lltllur.||'|'-'- singe
the mecdinm’s macphon, 15 3 mmguoely
'|||||||'r|| — {IE |||...L||,'r|||\.| — L ITTLETCTHTE]

1 alivs

The termn al this dobare were s
viiceaves) i ||!ll'\- ™ 'I.III|'|'||L WAy I-llLl'.
|iwd -_"\...|-|1|1|.L-_ the ambersabily soicnnlic

rodlim o map-niakieig. a1 Tl -y
il aqial imaps wiore cofsidedeld 1o e g
kaidd ik Piciunie, [hoef sidEidos Fo ady 1o
TR ||||'|||||.|.||. ] !.'I.Iq.ll' yaAnery asl invEoeima
— |'|-\.|||r.|__||_ o [ L] .|'|q,| devnea

e as woll as |:‘|,'\-|I|:r.'h:'|‘lh, While ihis w A%
oiten due 1o the fact thar much of the
world was uncharped and illustracons
were necded o make up for whar was
ko {lonachan Swils saperieed thas
remdency with the coupler, “%o

Creographers in Adric-Mapa™With Savape

Pictures fill their |.|1;‘\"-|" . Thire was also

N EnreEnnEa G commnbbine m a RETRRAE TR

bath topographic mtormarsa and pic
turescue charaoen Maps were g on
witlls, after all, and were values) exqually
for their sura of knans |||.|r'_: arvid thier

decorarive beaumy 1

This dual parpose »
alsay nowed iy the hared S-eve vicw, a pscte

pigl Fosrman iboanrsd

1 primandy in
Franci |||||'||||"_ the 17th LIy, (R
ko up agraim bn the Llmited States
during the loe 13%h centary 14 Prohahly
based on viesws froom EoWwers or ne l|:1l

|

ring halls, bird -eve view pucmeres pro

vided o sepse ol b :',::'ll:l niel TSI
that was ympmented through perspectval
rmaniplations of the arms. Bind s-cye
wviews were appreciated precively for the

dual gccommesidamson of opaographee data

il PR TUT Cw] e ietanl, MaclLeans wosrk,

et of l.l|.|'.|-_ i Jel W 14T |||.-_|-_|i-, e
spccisve Of ihe |l||.\_|'-. EWF WHOW, W
[ ||| & |‘l.'|'\.|.|'|_'r| |||||'|_r N il I-ll-\.|

|||'l|'...||||' (% '.l|||||.||I InncTioes in reCEssdy

||'.| Ao T IR Whether hired by wrlun
|l|||||||_'r-._.,|||.||||||||:'||I.|I Eraus, o

e ||||,l.'.- 8 MacLean aine e B bith

documend the Lands T BTE st e,

[E[S Talall % IR ERIMS BiE0 '\.r_l.lll.ll rela

Fniis. sl comviey 4 e of |.|_|.|-
i
||'\.|.|||..:|| rhie sedectioa amd Fraaming: af

|1|;|.'.l\. 1vh, o lesr-cul faresos, PP |

I'I'I"'Ii\ :' 'll'l.tlll hl

T il (A1

w1l '.|||||'_ w |'|-l|'||||'||r (Rl EE] Y il This
i i data I|||..| SR, A CEmEE D
AWoacLean™s wirk
rheri

"|III

N5 -\.||'.|'I|.. (EfL15 1 lies a r_:'|.||| |||_ ISEN].

iv imdiwvisilde a8 an g

rime ol aereal phagog

rl_,

this axis ol hanctional amd

alstraction, which blends conceprual ten
wacnns e smioofb formal network.

Phowgraphers” mverest in absaraceson has
always been a i problemanc. The versy
ernn “ phomographic abstracnon,” as oxy

MHITONEC 3% N Coumiderpart = ph

Werpluic
realism” seenms redunant, sspnals a para
el phastimgraphy’s smtros capacity to
recond the physecal waorld can just as easaly
shdract that world through framang,
Ylirel
Srieglie, the grandfather of Amerscan art

pasnit of view, and lens datormon

phigography, ook wp this question in th
1% 20k, prosducing bis Equivalends senes,
m wihich abstract arrangomenis of Cloods
hanted at decper, myvsical medaing
Munor White reovched the © Eguivalenes™
ferm several decodes latorn, proslucing o
senics od mature abstractwsns thar trans

fasremesd posck, s, and water oo

provscanve paychalocal fableans. In
bawth these serees, rocograble detail s
mever hwt withen the langer fTromewors of

abwtracy desygn. Iideed, central go thic
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LEHCE YT EH S YAl T iS th inxisiende on

| il

otk the biteral anal the abseract, This
s shrewilly observed m the bulk of

Saclean's work. As bindscape architect
Jarmes Caarmier has correctly alweryed,

e besa abatrace

Macleans photographs
than ey dore maiber-dsb-tace.” " b opher
words, the phatomraphs’ wnsbendalile
sbeiraciion 18 bualt o of an arrangemend
of recogncable detail, Sfreets, fanldunps,
Iwisizbal] |i|II'I"'I-\.|'-I [l 1Tk 1N lots, amd

i

TS, CA0H FULUAAEE 10 IERANETT preck

v, vt discreetly within a larger patiern

i abstraceed, overall design, Like

ephite s clomuds, Houston and s envi

» borvmalieed in the fraome ol

Macleans photographs, ianch a process

i higher comtemplation. | he phi
ographs’ GesIgns Propose IMekmng, just
ws their detauls offer informanion

Where does thig lead ws, this mcdita

ol sparked by assthetscaed arban

sprawl® Maclean's | wraphs proniki
p krid el retrosctrve cnvinsidnengl
ENgapomnenl Vhcy are, momy ERETE O

emviripmental eguivalents, | hrowgh thesr
secluciive power as images, the viewer s
puibled ndo the Ccormposatian, gitracted
{wrat b the larger design, recopnining

WwWEE 8 prasliissiom Gf Curpois ||-_r||._ il
TN Fimally thie sigmfweaiioe of what s
obaersed., What w olserved, i ECIRE T
cllve i a natural mdscape marked syarh
the imprint of lsismai industry and

inid vyt

el et the imaes consdructed

Al II'.I i 1% ALETacCEnve

It v o stasiclard of acreal | DimEraa s
that evern e daowd favaeed Landwscapes

ien take oi o starthing Peauty when

sranslated 1alo emage forin. Kecall
Madar

TERR1E .||| e Engginisiie e s

& roifidrk: ~ Evers ||.|||-_' Ipea s Do

v b, raveskiomg cheandimess! ™ 11 e a

vl lirws true Qonday, even codsd

ering the enveironmertal travestes that o
characterized the 20th century. Indeed,
there seemii fo be almost a mide that the
mare shoschingly stained, scarred, or lis
tered a bandscape, the more graphically
peasmg s photographic equivalent.

A ol example & artosn Emmet

1
lamad oam

Lavnin s deruel p ographs ol

aped by Larg nperscultiire, indsisirl

wilse, afd weipons tesfrim, thee imka

bedaty ol the prmdy onky surpassed in
leching by the devastation of whal They
depsct. In eontrast to Gowi, who pei
duces his rch, emotonally charped

pogrms i monochrome, Soclean Hlald
fuor culer and clear-eved procision. Like

Laovwn, hovwever, Macloan ciagages a

dym ane that makes corre

£ oS,
'\-|"--I||.||.|I|.'\."\- betwerr '\--|.'.||I anid II.II'\.l Lo
cerns, IE s the very process of fe v |t

1o win wilat s often called “cubural lind

scape, the space where man and fafuwre

) \
comspire, leaving behind traces ol thelr
indscrimmate encounter, Stane at

Maclean’s pictures, and they wall reveal

ri von what thev re alssot. A bvrcal

Cimpasition bor e |y the himes al imies

seviing hiphways, colorel i contrashing

patchas of grass amd pavemeni hke the

wiaad ¢l G mainy desg, supEEess e ex)

sivm and neglect caiss
¥

LEFIREm g

sa, ik sdwific

A newlv-placed

pardssie ofRanesem with s luish given

oye, probes g lamened, and expanse
bendung Jusiably vowards a skeletal

Woase vsder constriciion; matEcEris Ol

il fracks obywerving meihet road mof
topographic lestare cmphaseec th lack
off Fdpport Isetwooeis seie and plan. o gEesd
ol rectangular apartment compleses
frserilale compuler chips mounte d o a

M rame, evoking i I\.III'IIII af kT

Highriias apartmenty. ond aBlice beildingi in the Gollaria aren, by Max 5. Modloan, 2000,

imickE i cwch INET W here iveng L L

lamnk less ke hosses than data processing
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Ise b, stand hike pold Brcks, urpscreded,

L omeliammi e Tassers, Seem

i i Eraluetoas q.ll'hl"l_l\ il CiRrpofaiy
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PaEbeme Y, thspird svimilsials il arbsan inten

Ve are nof Jocumenis G

demmne band ase im and around

Hustiston

fge are they paciorsl absiric

I
v ceiebratmig e mosdane oF [

AP N pHLTERL Y landlsciape af crdless

Aiencan metropdolee af the daws ol ghe
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Amimg
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The Whsartan Cownty Couribouie an 1l wen: Gegese T. Helner's | 3% Vidarion beibding.

AVING THE COURTHOUSE

IN WHARTON, A DRIVE TO PRESERVE ONE HISTORIC COURTHOUSE HAS REVEALED ANOTHER

The Whertos Compy Comrthesse ms B e A recent plestogreph shavwes the Arl Bem remadeling from 1915,

BY BARRIE SCARDINOD



g cermehng 1o the quate by George
Samtayama, thime whio cannat
remember the past ane con-

d:m-tl lnmpmt Wi, H-ur aveT the Lasi Ve,

1 RrCiap aif PrEsCTVaTOTMsLS 0 Whariom

Loty higve dincerrered whici kY b a

i;u-r.q|hr:|r tis thae I:.lrrl:u.n e W S

Flimes, o 1'|1.|.-_|."rr: 1I.IJL!.'. thawee whin faal e

remember the st F Topeal i, ||:'u1"'n:

just siarprised by it
The ST im this cose came as &
resialt o the Wharton Cosmiey Coarpheoise,

whach like 30 many commthonses m w

mmany smmall tosns m Texas is the focal

ot af the tosam square, Ohver the last
century and a half, four courthoises have

oo in Wharton's squans an 1548 clap

board origenal, an 1851 brick baikiling, an

1589 Vicooran, amd & 1955 An Decos The

o theit sgrvives o thwe meniory ol moss

whas live m Wharton o the Art Deeo comn-

bimise, anid it ds thas lanlding thar for the

Last devndde a small bot dedscared group of

citizens has been strugghng mo save friom

destroction. Then in kate 1993, just as the
strugile seermed to be eivtering a perssd of
doldrum, a discovery was made Hidden
unider the skim of one historic courthose
was andher, an even maore vahable piece
of architectisral hsstory. And wiath that
discirvery thi story of the Wharton County

Cowrithowse, which had seemied tiv be jist

one mare tale of Prewervaiionids veriis

the wm‘lm; hall, becaime u:mcthln.p. el

— a remimgder that when weking the pass,

it wrethctimes pays to bk beneath the

surface of things.

1t wean in VEEH thar the .!L'an[l-hi'md
Husiston architeet Eugene T, Hewer wais
comapissioned 1o design a replacemen for
the agang 1851 courthosise i Wharton,
Texas. The residents of Wharton Cosinry
were it cager i foiar the ball for a new
coiarthouse, bat the county judge 01 the
nime, W, |, Crovan, didin't necessanly
beheve that the 1axpayers should have the
fomal wasrd, Tor lowee the Baaie, the cosinty
sl gommthasise homds 1o hasd the new
bailding. Wheirtion's crtiocis were so mail
absmia this that they took out an infunction
tir blowck constrimtisn. The judge fisumcd
ot about ghe injunction, and belose i
cumilell b servend e climbed in the aeic of
the old courthawse with an ax in his handy
and beyan choppimg away. When the hale
b wan carvmg in the ool woas sulhiciently
large, be declared the binlelng dangerous
and prdered ws demslition, clearing the
iy Pist & iew doierthamiee, Llimagely,

thimgs gist 6o ithe post that the Texas
Hairpers had tio be called m and martial
ko' declared. Frooniually, a oompiomnge
wan meached: the atizem allowed the
h:il-l]lr'q; b e comnstriscted and the Caninty
briaiial 4 say to fndnoe & withesit fadag
propemy B

Thas was the Frst, and moss dramaric,
hartle dwer what woold sit o Whanon'y
conerthamise scpuare, bait o wis not the lasy,
U thas osccasisns, at leasy, the resuls were
feliciimnis, Heiner, whis feccived more com-
massion for puldic buddings than any
other architect in Tosas during the final
decades o the 1%h conmary Jsee “Temples
of Justice,” page 42, gave Whanon a fise
Victoman monument. He desigoed a
French-inflacnced Socimid Fmipone
style red brck building
with mansard

strsctine, Oin the imenion the mose adea-
rdte Changes included removal of the
ol staitease and conatraction of an
intermediate Aoor level e doable-
et courmoom,

Wharten's mit (asisis homebmwn
B, Fharvon Poote, mentions the Wharton
Conanty Cnsirrhiouse o gl off throughour
han recont aunobisgraphy, Farerell: A
Meriorr of g Tevas Chiliflrocd, Borm
V16, Foeae tecalls grand social evers held
at the Victsrian coumhouse s the carly
part of the b cemtury, and e abo pelanes
peisip thar sursoanded the “pew™ An
Dpcan cimirthamse,

“The Texas Gislf Sulphur Conpany
hiad oy recently discovered sulphur in gur

wouriny, il there was mich din-
chassiion abasay this
[ElaTIE G FaTan

LURKING UNDER

THE “SULF

rr.rnf\, lmiae-
sEoie b, and &
promiment chock mwer
Thas handsome structure served Whanon
Cevanty well lof nearky 40 years. Bur like
its 1851 predecessor, s archiveciare grew
tin b wipwesd as ol Eashsned, and
it inberwe spacts proved oo limited 1o
mect the needs of 4 growmg community, In
thie mad-19 30, as the effcors of the Grex
Dpresasn bogan 1o wane, Wharton
strted making plars bor a more miosdern
bstlelngg, ime with the msim aecdied (o
new ooy offices. Bat rather than tear the
oaled building donwn, ehe couny decided
imstead T penovate it The naansand ool
ariel elick power st memmoviad, the bld-
i was iefaged in a fashionable An Deeo
vintiaiie, and onc-story adclinmsns werd
imeinide o the noeth and south sides. With
the addimimns and the sew Bigade, i
Whamon Coungy Counmbhouse ookl casily
have passaal for 3 Beand new bailding

That all happened m 1935; in 1949,
thi cast and wes sades of the coumhouse
wiere akso given one-story adiditions, ceeat-
ingg =i Are Devor donait arine the origeal

R BLOCK" WAS

HE TOWN,” AS
"RIBED THE

wchioie pistals
were in haned "Wall
Sereet,” Foabe writes,
“Somctimes the arguments got pessonal
and wiciens, soousing, the sulphisr cosmpany
ol paymg the coumy judge and ceran
ciMinby eommasstionmety bar s favor, The
havers wll the sulphure company, mainly the
adid-timers, blamed them when the brick
comhosse, the pride of the wan, had s
steeple removed, and i bricks covenod
over with yelbvw cement, making w book,
they saish, like s block of sulphss™
I 1955, an eopmectiig ropon by
Wiakter B Mo revealod thar ehie A Deco
Eanlding had more than jus appearange
prohlems. There were structisral ooy as
wiell, Mhoiwe's repor said thar the 1935
arid 1949 sefelrtions had seroms defecrs, bar
thee eatimuated Cost of repains was so high
thust morhing was dome abou it, Whether
this was warchial waiting or benign neglect
is hanl o depermine, biar sonse Rngeme
Wiharton residens remember the consensan
of opimion was 1o et the courthowse Gl
apar s thar 8 vew one could be bl
IF vhat was the plan, it was 4 gradil

ulhullinlll il

o, Thasugghy the courthouse comtinued
oy ereriorate, it dide't do so gquickly. By
the mmid- 970 soumse i Wharton were
tired of waiing and fels thar the time had
come i demalish the building and con
strugt sounething msee modern. Vorers,
hawewer, defeated o 1979 bond e that
wesild have fumbed o new courthouse,
Responsible for this defeat was o cunons
cewalimion of Fiscal conservstives whi
opposcd addivional taxes and o hamdful o
preservanion advescanes wha wanted 1o
save the Am Dieco bailding,

The conanay commassiners, dighely
mae patient than obd Judge Croom, chipse
it B hisael de the atic warth wrecking
epaiprnent. Instead, they decided 1o keep
rjsaies b i et and wadt foe anotler
opportamity 10 gt nd of the coarhouse,

The man grven the respoasibaliny for
making what repairs were allvved was
comtractenr [snd Bucek Se, who & alwan
the same age o the An Deco version of the
Wharton Connry Cosrthaomise. A person
wha umderstands budlidings and respeons
ol construction, Pacck angusd e the
anlill g was min as decrepat ds hasd
bseens claimed, andd condd and should he
restoed, The powers-thatr-be dnagreed,
anidd i 1990 commissined struciural
it o disprove Bocek's clamm
thar the baikling was srable,

The expens hived 1o prodoce dee 1990
sniddies specialinsd in civil ciginecring and
baid mever workied oo a histone bailding.
Thir repory ni only chaimed thar the
conerthouse was m bad shape, ua abao,
based an the 1955 Ay Decio dppearance,
denaed vhan it lad wey bistoric valoe,
According to standards of the Maonal
Reguter of Historic Maces anad the Tenas
Histoncal Comamission, though, they wene
wrong, The Am Deco buailding was mdeed
hissasric. It miore than met the half commury
agr requirement and was 3 wice example
efits svle, with sreambined devails om the
imerior ani extenion

I D991, archarecy Kim Wil e, in 4
feasibility study based on the engineerning
reposts from the previows year, conlusled
that demsolinen and new copstruction was
prosbably the best chaoice for the coumey.
The pian was 1o et nid of the counhioue
anl 2 aquarser af the histonic baildings on
the coumhouse sguare and build a larger
builiimg. Kim Willzams had supgesied in
hias 195900 report that if funds coald e bor-
ronweed cheough o legal corificare of obligs-
whom, thens i wouldn'y be necessary w et
ihe apprwal of vorers in onder to build 4
new courthowse, This seemed the bkeast con-
invwversaal way b rai che $6.8 million


http://brickhuildmg.au
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The west side ol Wharisa's merihsms sgare,

neeided for a new courthonise,

By law, I||1'r||ie;|r. anyune igpposang ihas
pmaneiver had ton davs o gather signa
fures of 5 percent of registered votem o
sefo it To the surprise of many, local
preservabionists palled together 7 peroent
of Wharton's regestered voters in wnder o
week, killing the chances o obeain a cer
nficate of obligason. Desprie this Gnlure,
the cosmmsssmnerns. csmued their elfons
o arrange the counthoase s demis,
appuointirgg a caneiully seleoted 2 1-member
watizems commitee to audy the 1990 find
g ol recommaensd actwmn. Oin February
25,1992 phar commmitter voied o r|'|'l|.||. I8
the conrrthiime, a devmsion that no dols
pheased the commssmniens.

Thee ol dissemiting svote wiis casi by
ithe commmittee’s vice-cha, 1 v Hamaey,
Fameey wis friemds wath rhe Rocek Garmly,
and o Boeek 5% soi, Daviel C Baocek Jr,
she foums) an impomang allye. Followng m
his father's notteps, Bocek [r desosed
himaedi 1o the Wharon Comey Coun
st Bascek |, wihir recesvesd o museer’
in architectere froem Flarveed i 1992
the same year that the evodinsm) of e
Wharton Courthisive sy mermed imbo 6
revol i, silfmits to 4 certam asmount of
nasvete af the tore, Sall, he studsed the
enjgaiecrnig neputs aid coild fmd i e
dence that the coarthoise wis uisale o
unsoumid. As a volustees, he helped the
Wharton Beanrificaton Commmission oncite
plans that explored aliernative wses for the
vonirthouse. Despate the face thar the ar-
sems commietee had vored o neplace the
buiking, the renovation proposals devel-
oped by the WEC, along with the failiene 1o
wehtam 4 cortificate of abligation, ked o o
sctinn beimg taken. It was a stalemate.

Bolamst of the keadors of whar Bucek e
calls the <1992 Campaign” had come
toggother in the lage 19808 o wark for oo
moamic develspament with Wharton's Mam
Sercet Program, 4 state-wikle proservation

proect of thit Texas Flissomcal Commmssao

I Eepivetiale e cengral Pusimess disiricts
of wimall eovwens by prosaiding Preseryaion
] p-.-ﬂ.l..,—.: Wheen fumling lor this menative
cimled, i SAIpYpMATTEr rurmege] 1 resdneaiom
al the Arr Deco conerphemise, masre becamse
e felt i could enhance ounam and
st thie local ecomemay than Bor amy e
ricsnal oor sesthiis e,

Sholy aber the pennon dnve scored
g% vicniey, the Tesas Mistorical Casny
miesse edered the fray supporting the
monion ol restasring the courthowse. e
Texas Flastoncal Cimmmissiom salicred the
oo o archifect Michael Gacemer, wh
hagd experience wewking on hstone build
mgs i Gabveston, Inoa May 4, 1992, letwer
to thie THL, Caseriner was 1|r||.quw|h..'|| I
ks opinion that the Am Dedo counhouse
e restoneal. =1 ey e really beliose thet
the commroversy i abour money, Insbead,
the peal dssue s chiaracrer: what kind of
place is this conmey and what kind of place
congld ot bhe?” Caaermmer wroie, addimge thar
“osoe the histome oourthamise s gome, 1f is
e vwever, Like any landmark, it holids a
chersbssd place i the hears of the people
whi have boen alfected by i, They may
nioe appreciabe the court baouse o, bt
thiey will sasrely miss it when o & gone.”

Caaermmier recosmmended thar the couney
hire & preservatyn planning consultant o
evaliute both the counys propasals and
the preservariomisis’ schemes for restora
tion, The only thmgs on whach bath sides
ngroed was that the coanty's nesd for add
tiomal space was real, and thast tha one-
seory acddinons were problenuabc,

Caven that the county was pot about o
hire amsther consusltant, particalarly one
sympathen o preservation, the kical
Reanrificanion Commmtiee, bed by Billy
Woinkles, roised money B0 comrmisso

anither engimeening roport, this fine
Fronm someonse gualthed oo commsene om
hisguiese sipuciuires, Sinidwcanddy, this
money came not froem grans or local
biminesses, o instead froim o Large nom
baer ool armall dowwirs, indicanmg that there
SV PRI R MOWES SIeOrT awr
restnring the Ar Deco comarthosse,

Ihie preservalsmiists, mosving at d
raipuid pace b mach the connry s saif
acrmne, hered Per K. Schnesler, PE.
belasre the cperimgg il 1%92 wass oot )
Schimeiiders ferm hod acted o cosnentng
engrineers an the Alamas, the San Angonio
misssnny, San Fermando Cathedral, sever
al progecis in Calveston, including the
Moody Manson, pnd histone cowrthouse
ProHECts in counbies sisch as Havwie and
Hays. Everyone koew that whatever
Schneider sasd would be hard o decred
it His charge was t congluct a thoroesh
strusctaral engieering investigation of the
Whanon County Couarthowse,

The Schneuder Beport, daved Augusi
1, 19492, made one extremely sgaificant
puing; “Fra, the buikhing, as a whade, is
not structurally unsade ... rumors wving
this bualdamg 15 structurally imsound
should be mrnored, as they have no
engineenng bawis.® In his conclusion,
Schmewder sand the ompenil conrthoise
straciune was “in excellent condinon and
rexjuines o waerk other than reposnting
of cracks.” but that the addigsms <have
sudifered comsaderable differennal naove
mmeme.” Short of dermolinon of the addi-
iwmis, he sasd, only “anderpannang amd
stabibzation of the underbing soils®
comlel srabndize them,

The Schnoider Report seemed g0 guicl
ihe calls for demolinon, Bat agan,
though the courthowse had scaped
destrction, B wamn't really saved.
Inivieasl, s refurned o @ sidtr of himbo,
Exeryome went bz, '-'-rJ-'.'m!.'. th coare-
humise abine {ow a timee. laig the need for
IOE space lor County alfices and couir-
rownmis did ot disappeae. Though discus-
s il whae g0 dio with the A Dieen
corthowse had ceased, ideas for 3 new
coprthouse ar anther locanon comin-
ped, By 1998, a proposal o 4 new oo
themrse pwo Bliscks east of the old one
was completed. However, the voters ol
Whartan County, by a 2-1 margin, con
timnscd v sy e, delearing 4 bood s
po fuinddl o new' building,

County Judge Lawreime Maiser, whi
called the 1935 conrthouse * Arr Die
copage,” Belicves that o feison pax-
payers vobed down & new baidiling, was
the fact thar thore was only a vagise plin

wised iom pipe dd
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TEMPLES
OF
JUSTICE
Evcene HENER
BROUIGHT
VICTORIAN GRANDEUR

10 THE COURTHOUSE SOUARES
OF TEXAS

By Davin C, Bucek R,

E||_' ...,u|.|rr|'|||||1.|_- wii ".'I:'|l.|rllll'. i ANy

i osly oine ol & slrirsile ol |'|I||1-

Fic: Buaildags thar Eugene Thomas
Heiner destpned vver o kngt and peodific
career. Im face, diaring the Limer pare of the
I'Rh cenary e was ase of Texas" preemm
it coairthouse ancleecte. A the same
ime, b wis e b eselde Bor many ot
Husisspon’s mos impanant comamercial
struictimes. Despaie this, Flesner s largely
unknowan po most Howsgonians, recisgnie
able only 1o those wirh a dedicated smerest
in the cny's architeomiral pas

I the lape 1800k, hvweser, Fleiner was
a famiiar figure scrms the state. leen in
1852 im Mew York, the son of Germsan
immaigrants, he began his archaecoaral
rraaming ar the sge of 11 as an apprennice
o a Clcago architecr, Adver conmaplening:
siadies in Berleng be pracoioed bireedly i
Lok Conmey, [linois, then mesed o Terme
Hanee, Inddiana, where he worked av a
drahisman toe |. A YVievdagh, an archinedt
Emivwm b his schools ond comimhouses.

In F87 5, Hemer achiesed his faira archi
teotmal sucoes while msstng Yovdagh
a dewgn comperinon for the maimn s
tures af the | 7% Phiksdelphia Centenmal
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Exhabution, Thewr entry was awarded
1 ANHD e pruee money, anid i 1877 Heiner
wied i share of the funds o imance a
miowve to [alkas and exiablish his oas prac
tice. I Drallas, e ot has wale, Viala
serdhoary tlsen i DTS the coigple moved
i Howston, feetile groond for a VBT
architect capalde of giveing the fascenn city
a serier O archiectral respectabubirg.” I
was thimmigh Hevier thai the Vicioran sty
o Agierican anchatecture reached Houseon,
When Hetner arrived wn the oy, bogh
Hiowastonis amad Tews were CAPTICTCEIE A
ecomoimnie baswy, Conadisinmns were rpe (o
ficw oimslirscimi, and 15 RS the b
rracted e |,'I-|.|:H i, lloriaing Comimbics Tis
tisoe bimals bo bkl courthosses and jails
Like the Maban city-states of centures earli
s o r||'l|d‘1|Hl||'||.'. conimiiees rael fo owitshine
wach ol b vt Ui ikicesg -._.|-|||.I ik
covic Bidibduiigs: that mwney cmilld iy
Hegiincr e basd Kiwmowri fod Bis coiatiibia
tmnrrs, Nk Clims Diof e b isllectm of coi
1 coiir Mo ses _|!|.L| |_|||'¢.\_ .Llr.|lu| g il i
taisei Amiina Bl sidbials of High Vioosan
..,..||r|:.||' Iil |||. (s . .._‘I:I.I|II|II_|'q.L Wi
||.|.|;||'|-. eslerribed sPructiares Tl il oily
e povermamnent olfxes, baig alss
l\..,'|l.|'~|| s i rlb..jl |'|-||||'.| of Coirvimuniay tike,
||r|-J;|:|p_ Fidials I\.u,,'|| ds Bovidw i micetiiagis,
I ||.| il -.l'ulu. *, .|| i e s™ l|l|.| |_'\l|.||.l|._ % ul_'ll i
|'\-l|.ln'\q_|||l|,_' I|_'||||:h I|I1IIII|_'| Eiffmrs. i ||.|Iu:_1|
ibraster. Victoran courthioimes, tormed
“Teimphes of Justice™ by Tewss archigectioral
|l1-.|-\.|i|.||| "il. |||.||'|| H H.|||'||||u|||_ I'l;\_.||||l'
\I‘|.I'h.l.|_.1'ﬂ.'-| LINT] ||u,' I.Jll.:'h.l i .1EI..I:|I1I_'|_|I:|I_'_
ifeliFitig i Rii .'i..r.- Il'\-q,".llu'.'lqgﬂ Tk O]

i ooiHE Y Sl wuth

Py |!I|.' il Frifi

||.r|:|-. i |a|l.||||_'
Heimers carlv cuiartboimss disias

|"-,F|||.|II:|'|! il It i FeniderEreranion of

s |.1'¢.|-\.h al e ||| T, PepichcIRLED v e dal s

halianare seyvle, combined warth Secons

] e i naard Fowals LR AT vl siigh amiTea

il il ofese Hj L iiSasEeng w ith

-'||II||_'|'I|. A | ‘mjl "|.|;'I-H|.|rl Ay hlfl_‘\lllft = i

|'|'|!'|l||.|'|-l |,| S orERETEOI e ™ WA s

] arteniaeed vermscal RN S, &6 il

his Bunbdings were bewngg pailled skyowand
Macibiwasrrhy exanepies of | lener's carls
wiwrk are the Galvesaon Casimry Canert
beimtine | | EHIRE1), & builliding damaped by
fire thar Hesner expanded and relaced, and
the Padk Cosmimey Covrrhasise i Lvinpsaoe
(1585

comrsanucted weth scone walls and, miosse

The Pl Uamimry ©oonarrhismse was

maahly, mansand roods soceneed with the
rruscsed pyvrmamidal sosils crosvned wirhs
i cresting? that wondd beonme one ol
Heimers irsdemarks.

Ui ol Fleiner's moss impressive
desipgns was for the Falls Casuney

Courihoise v Mardin (1888), a well e
paorticred, chaeacally detadded buildemg s
mmintcd with a Large clowk poowes, sone
thiing that fast became an eoential leature
of @ty self-res pecimig Fexas conrtlwoase
Hewner's staislardided conrtlsisise and jad
speciisatons ofberod v chumces of

Coimlridctued malefal B oo cidge of pifce,

11 [Tl 1 ™ Wil m rors | R, W I WO

parsl Wil dftEcin d sonitive s l\.'|.|r|'| i
JeIFETS I III.' MERE CXpersae ¢ hongr wids .l-ll
aduinie coisEuction e imoderagely :ll:u.d
|||1|||.|:. LTS hr'hl., cdrinErisciv s l.'l,'|r|1 Jlllll_'
s i and the leas O chince
wvan all Bk oowiadmiictn,

I heswe |||1|:|...||-. Wwirre _||'||1|||_ .Ll [
three il Hictniers courthouses based omn
sdentncal pans: the Bumisels oy
Cimarebiniise by |'|.|:|-||-.!_l|_'; | TRER-BY]. Cawik-
\.lll_uh‘d il sladiici I|1|' W || artiss L aniisly
Cnigrthotse m Whanton (1 588-891. made
i Bk with stofic detaslamg; and ihe
Walker Coianry Conrthoase o Hintsvillle

| SEE-R ). baisly of sk, While these

e ebiines Were |,|-||1| i |-;|.,'||1 e L]
desigin, each -I|'|"-.'-I-rl.'-.] distinctive Because
il the dilfereicos 0 mkrerial, Thowigh the
||_'_14.| Lk s LR Fhl_ "-\..||er L aminidy
Cnigrthotise maritarissd Hemee's desetn
intenrieEs divd refurdic ql i BCTivy CaFET
hamine il | 968, when i@ biirised. -

[lr.m:ll-i; it i IFkinE afi L |l||.'-1|.'.-=
and Cermany, Heiner oben emphoved
|'l=l|'|-.hl'u||ulu. WSO, SR COMFTrasting
LIAR |.|dL B r|||'|r||| SunFe AT MRS,
|1||._ut|_'rh._ and ..,.J.l'ul_nl.h,, |.|1|\. WAAs BT E9
|!-|'||1 il llll_’ |"ir.|.ll|:--.1 PRI Lol ! 11||||||"1|l|-r (]
Peven | TR selich alsa l_'|'|l]l|il|.|'.||
HI.IHIM'-'-".J.]u-'.' LLar LT Y 5Hl|.'||.h|-11'l:l.'-.1 b
1" ] .|r.._||:|-,-q_| H 1 | qu, h.|1q_'.:-.||l-|
] ‘Il_ WY & i1Wisl '||-| i i |_'|= ‘I'h wi Farficwajiic
spvle q_llllr!'IIIIILI' i rhi | awera Loy
Comirthiouise in Hallerrowville (159795
ibseralsed an e cienee b Tise Flasarcramr
Dinty Post s |-|'||||L "o o The bsest
AFTAR .,l hul:-lll".!'\.. il |.' wai. i r;_-.l
ool Sidls Casmiiney geray limesnome and sanid-
CVORTL ol (] ] :'l.’l.lh,"l al Wel |\._ thi « AR himise
wors crorvnied with o 1R&-Jooe-rall cliogck
s banide RISIAR sBCA- b e il LIS
Ti l|||. Wy, TR Ciiar rhlllhl_'. e o The I ilkissr
im Tesas, s the Lamgesr aisd bes preserved
iy .'|I'|I:||tl|' ol Henier™s winrk

Flewner waed 8 "soscinahic™ A wich tiw
il desgn and come 1o be reparded as o
e i il archeecriore
of his work was oo maxsmize naniesl lsh
wnd gowsl venribsrion, Heimers s jal
comnmssssin was bor the Calvesson Caoney
il | PRTR, whach fesriemsd |'|'|I|.|.|!c§|\lll|.1
s bk, Austsn limescone o, and
Fremch mansard ook Howston was home

A cwritrl thesee

o fwer Henser jails, Hie Haoms Conmnity [l
[ 1ERD and the Harms County Crinmal
Cimirtthenase aind Jadl | 1H94-95), Herier's
Vtoran gadk in Hisuson, which dlso
sived as a hiomie i the sherdi and his
family, were ourhited with chandeliers and
fsie inberors, Henser gho wiorked om e
relsiblding of the Seate Pemitemtary i
Husisville lollinang an TR bire thad
.\].||||_|:_l|.._q_| the Eacilaty,

Helner's mravels while working on
cinirthisiscs dnd gails |1l-l-|-.'.|tl Juii £l
APt EiniEy d-.'“;;_u oty In |||.,|.'||=,; 45 ]
as wiell. I Cialveston, he designied the Loon
5 M. B Boldige |18 o, I mbiv Ko
s Il'q ||.;,'||.||||i_ I“Illa-q_' ”‘ldl_‘i_ |.|:..| |I'q_
Koiniffman 5 Ramee Balding | 1842 ), s
the Seewcart Tale 1||||.|q_||r||l_ I | Bt alll
rhikt rovisaidrs of Heaiers work are 1hc

Sniveriiey amd Uodnribs Ploildig (155%0). 4

Feverdly restored striscteire Test sviis the Dirse

loinmae ol 4 simvoesadiil veatcl mid i vl
abore ko today g Seveciney il Cis
I'\- svrlers: the Mees Beashear |||:||.,|||||_'|
[ FEHD. himitwe 1o Sadero's wiwd rhse Soeank
L oiigae: the WL, Faley Piak ||||:|: fiEin
YWlarket hagieare | 1NRY), whiere Larses il
Map Folbey, laimicers ol Faleys [RATETIE]
aofy, ledrmed the dry ululd\ vrades amd the
Husistiong Uz 1 'h.,h.||l|:.u|, and Baoaid aal
lradle Haasldimg | 188405 The Cinroi
Exchanjie Pulldmg, describad aa = Miodern
Renamsance™ nostvle when 0 was buals,
RS egdil T |:|r.1u a |'|.|.r.j!||_'| I"'\Cl'l-'\- i Ilh'
affluent Howsmon basmessmcn of the | 880s
_|.|||_1 1!'"_' |.||.|:.|||1|.|. 1I_.1|.|.1|.1 ||||_'r|_|'..!.|'|l-| (1| 11"_'
Renamsance. Thas classically denmaled hankd
|E kRO Hisigsroias Finest ¢ 1r||.|'.'||- il
I othi-cenmiry amchwactune and featiines
l'h||.1|_||_'|||all.1 [ifasg | ]'I'II_L LR R ILil |_| wirh
'||1|'\-||r| || iFesECifie, I.'|‘|I|.'_|||.|‘"1I Ih.' ||-.|'.|||I1|:;
WA Ol o n'lf|| L] |.|.||_l_|l_ mifnkmeEnial oo
L[Nk} |'h.|.|-_- INise il |I II'|III||'||'.| Hig b
thie irgem 1.|-‘.1|1I' Dhisrnieg & VW7 eeivinile]
(511 Ih|' PARN EMEFLEE S0 s |.| [id
'|.|.||_' |'u'| aniel thei ||£||.'_|||.I| rioal demeivedd o
wld a fowmh Hlooe

| Fi iindr mlede S]] LA | |'-||h||. wchowals i
| 1 TR . HHuirrswille o | I iTigEs bk, .|||-|
Whamoea, His |.|I,"H.I|l|l lowe D losisain | !||L|I
Schisnl | DHERE-P9 ) vk hiis s IV
Thi |'rh||. Ak aboie b ||.|||||.'__ .,ll.'\.|||_| Wil i
thi |h||||.||||'u|||| [ §! ||'_ I|.|.|r||1.|.||'|||_'~\,| My ol
the !u;"l- Il"ln,.!l Wian leatures from his |_'.||'|||'|'
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Heauiton High Sthoal, 1894-95, [Demalished.)

Levern Comnty Comiboura, 1HOT-04,
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Hosston Catten Exchange aad Bomd ol Trods Buiking, 1584, yoes ln Iy sriginal shete.

Sechamical College of Texas, now Texaa
ARM University, His works there includod
mwchanical shisps, doemitones, the Assem
bly Flall (RS, and the President's house
LTED1). Has Largese dewmigory, Riss Hlall
(EDL ), kv po mese manie caders as
“CHd Ross,” wes comsiidered by Emess
Laishosrd, the campins hastorien, e b o of
the mst archatecturally signifscant dorms.
ey ever enccted ar ASCM

Tisugh bsese ko for liis Coamimes -
cial designs, Heiner managed oo dovelop
A (el as a destpnes ol howses for
Hamiston's upper class. His mose nogable
conmmmissioim were the Charles 5 Heouse
mosideice {FER2) amd the T, H. Scanlan res-
mhemoe {189 1) The House neidence, one of
the many grand Vicioman homes that onoe
limead Miin Streen, was & towened villa writh
clabiarare, yer well proporons] mansend
oty posal eresteng, and decoratree mwskd
g, According o archireomral hissonan
Barrie Scanding, o was “probably
Hinestion's best exaimple of the Amenican
Victnan interpeveates of the French
Socomnd Empire stvhe.™ The Howuse res
dence served as the firse home of the
Hunsston Art League, makimg 7 the ory's
first art masenem and 4 brenander of the
M of Fie Arms, Hoseon, In 1919,
the hisuse was demolishod by the Humbie
Chl & Refmeng Ca, g0 build a2 gas seagsen.
As bt the T L Scanlan lisuse, all thae
remiins il 18 wslay m the extersor foumain,
whach s on dasplay ni Sam Houasgon Park.

Hiiser fiuinily descendans suggiest thar
much of the architects sucoess was doe
his absliey 1o organkze resouroes and peo
ple. He assemabled teanms of oontraions,
miriy ool them skalled crafeseian erained in
Fairuspse, webwin swere walling 10 mose 10 any
part of the stare o work an kis Baikbings.
Chrie oof Hewner™s closea frends was the
proemiscii Hoston contractor A, T, Lucas,
rianubctirer of Liscas brick, made along
the shasres of Buffale Bayon, which |Heimer
aften specificd, Locas hialt many of
Hieanser's larger cominmissions, such i
Hhmgen High Schioal, the Harmm Coungy
Creminal Conrthmase amd Jail, the Hamsnoon
lee amid Biewaing, Cimnpany plang | 18934
ansd e Lavaca Commry Corthasrse,
Anasther dovelopment et Hener made
wisd e of was the ability o oltain man

il

e M e et PR e Tl

ufscrwnad goods froam the Midwest and the
East Canast v che expanding il lines.

Durmg the Laoe 18%0s Heiner (el il In
AR AtEmpt to recoyes, he spem time ae a
healeh resiorr in Aarhia, home e oone of his
tfinest cotimhouses, bur e no aval, He
dical Apnil 26, PRI, and was L] o pes
abongsice his wife in Flowsoons Glemwos]
Cemetery, mnly & lew Iiocks frovm rhe
diranzowen sineet thar snll bears his name,
Hemer's obinaary descmbed lim as =i man
af i breght and sunny feomperamen,” one
whan “leaves behind mwsre puiblic bildings
in Texas as monuments o s memoey
than any ather archisect m the wae.”

In the decadhes fnllvwing Hener's
dearh, evlecnic Vicronan anchsrecture lose
igs popilanty, which may explain why
Hetner himmseld Badel From imemory, Texay
Victoman courthoimses, omoe prived for
their decorared elegance, cime o be
viewed a5 old Eashioned and ohsolene,
Mot ol Hlemer's civie banddimgs werr
denmdished oo reemsdeled, Bced wieth souce
onn anid rehimed wath B rooks amd awk-
ward addinoms, OF the 18 county omun-
hovases designed by Heiner beowsen 15K
amnd 1899, only seven remain standing.

Tiay, saving hissoric buildings has
mofe popular sceeprapce, and as o resubr,
many ol buildings once written off are
It revivend. Appreciating hisporic archi-
tectire is il just about obd bricks and
mwsrear, but glso abowt understanding the
staary o a busibiliigg andd thime who creared
it. Thae has becn pamcularly rse in
Wharron, where restoring the courthouse
bis meant rewtoreng the memory of
Eisgene Hemer, Ii's & remander thar as
I as o Dsiily legacy Lavs, then a human
legecy wcan last as well. ®

I Winels wop oglee iy prlarvd e Prosidem [hsoghi
¥ Piwnburasr | B grei- grasiiaibe s fmoober am
| mgrth et s grvas grean gramBailey

I The ik froes thay cusirbesane wors el in
Pmlil 3 bamesr g 8907 Mipwy Clghon Famnlewsni] welwar
ety vewman] by Bk Lasan, wisly il bricks wers
sl po ek e papes sl ol s e ol
Veeweral ams blavamtin's Bissinn hossem

1 The wwrmy il Conanbs Balding s ai 1190
Nhaiy, pher Blenry Pinabeas laakling a0 #10 Pragrar, i
| B (oo, Excbungs anad B of Trle
Pavibbinng, @ D82 TVravisg and dhr WL Prdiey abdng ai
L0210 Travis Whee Sseppnaey sseh onmmbs Meilslog
i igartally Aearunnd & large Glock e i b sl
ufeniig, Bwse e pian emane sl an dstoraie on
fisr aimilan o s o dhe gshaar Baiding,

A, [Rirrhy Krow | kegw §lighives,, R A
il Sadher Dowein Plas biirs, B asbare % | lisar,

{Hempanien s Frirgdtiess Plemibge (Rar Vniseray Press,
5 I L

{ woitisndl e padir o2

e repair the obd one. Residents of
Whartom County were mes inberested m
spenling msomey o a pew courthouse i
they would then have o tm arogsd ans
iy addiviomal meey e Bx up the old
waie, Preservationms m partcular wanped
i sepitle the beue of the old counbouse
before consdering a new one. They feared
that i the county rised the money fur a
new comrthouee, the hstore one, in the
end, might be demolsbod,

Alirer the biond e was deteaned,
local papers reported that the judge and
commmsioners scomed ressgined o the Face
thai the At Dhevo comprlouse wis gesing
o wtay angl be repamred, d not fully
restied, Ohove again, everyome wersl
harne, Except, that s, David Bocek e He
wend to the Kbeary,

e

Uhirimgg the strugele o save the Wieinon
Commty Coarthise, the baildmg that

| preservatmmeses had been sweking o

restore was the one from 19AS, Though i
was i seoret that Eupgene Hemer had
g the 1889 Wharton County
Coarthowe — Gaertiier cven mentimoned
Himer s prosmwinence m hoy 1992 pepont —
the Hestier courthouse was sl the one on
preservanammses mands. Uned Boodk |r
begam his rescarch, few cven remembered
what the onginal balifing had looked like,
Thar ay have been one mason chat the
prscrvatmmie drve, while strong cnough
t keep the cosrthouse from being tirm
denwmy, haad fot been enough v restisee i,
Though sinne admined the Art Deco
esign, wihich s noe wnlike that of the
Harre County Cowrthouse in Howston,
many 1 Wharton County could nog see
anyihang special alswin this building they
had looked ar all thear lves. Though they
were reluctant (o destrow i, they weren'®
particularly drven i reclaing o,

That began o change a5 a resale of
Baucek |r'% work i the library, During
Diecember 1998 he began to discumcnt the
orgenal Badding and Heiners prosnimencs
i Texas' architectural history, Bucck |
discovered that the retovathon oy 1933
hasln't destroyed the Hemner oot lvinse,
bt had ondy Rislden ie. e was sall there o
be wncoversd,

Puscek I founsd plesegraphs coflooned
by Hemer's grambilaughies, Jane Mangisss,
an English reacher m Whareon, that ane
oo i the Wharton Coungy Hiseorical
Museum. As pctures of the orgaial buidkd-
g surfaced, Bucek e’ nteress purmed o
enthusiasm, As he got mercasingly positve

feediuck from people who saw dhe pic-
tures, s enthassiasm frmed mo odsemamsn.

Arened wath a bunslle ol documenas
anad 0 suigcase full of dides, Bucek |n began
et fromn huncheons o commumy cen
pers to nscctmgs all over Wharton Coanty
with hay story of the Victorian buikbm had-
den heneath the Art Diecn fagade, Bepween
his slicle shorws ansl 3 popular newspagper
sevies, be was able g0 impant a4 snse ol
hivw Wharton Cowmmy fits into the archibes
rurnl history of Texas and how feseoring
the courthoise o ais 188Y appearance
maght alse resfore the e s spint,

The tidea has capiured the immaghnitsmn
af many whe wene not partcularly inter
extend wi saving the At Dieoo bailbing.
bas taken more than a vear o untanphe the
web of who suppors preserving which
corthsiee, @il oday inese people in
Whartown Comey could gualify as anchiec-
tural hatorns with a solil amsberstanding
il the dhfferenves betwoen Victoran sivle
amadl At Dewo sevke. The Art Deco camp
has been won over oo the Vactoran cuinp,
ani there s fnally a bambwagon on whsch
peuple srem to he pumping

Larey Jacksom, edigor af the Wiharni
Truprriad-Bpreciatior, 15 ome who suppors
restorition of Hemer's YVactoran ongimal,
“Mly e i dhrecily acroes the street,™
Jackson says, “aind | wonibdl [ske vo be able
tas bk @t the Victoman buliding.™ He
mtes that Hietoner's balding and the
Ffoarrral-Sprectator, fomnded in 1888, lave
been tigrther sanwe thaar boginmings, “The
mewspaper has done its best po inlosn the
puabli: aboin the possibiliaes undermcath
that stucen,” he says, “We are excbed
alsimit Pesboratmm,

Another convert to the Vitoman camp
was ithe danghaes of Clingon White, one ol
Whartom's leadimg citkeens. The formes
Cynthia White b marocd o Frank Smatra
fr, aind on @ visie o Wharton L year she
hapgencd upon a 1920k plotograph of the
Hetmer courthowse that Boaoek [e had dis-
tribuiten] around the county. She fook 8
lhawine tn showy her Eather, wheo was amared.
Chotom Whiee is a member of the board of
the Tewxas Historscal Comaissaom, bur he
il ot know e herkiog wnder Whareon's
“Sulphur Block™ coumthowse was the
Wictoran gem that Hosnon Foewe bl
terincd “the proke of the mown,™ Wisin's
support and that of his son-in-kow — who
hues onffered o give a bl concers o pro-
mle fesoranon — have grven the proser-
vatsmnists @ booss,

Arather potongral b came when the
state begalature Last year allocased 550 mil-
liowr fowr ehe pestocarion of Texas” haston
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corthaopses. |t seemed that the hme was
ape b Wharon Coonty to fnally save s
piece af histore, Whiron Uoundy officrals
jmed Bhe o s preservatonases m apply

nig bor & grant of 54 mllion. Bebone oubing
i Ehe application, the Texas Hisporieal
Loovmimmmesion askod that 8 cowrthamise coiim
MET :‘1' II"I'r'.l:ll.'ll ] |_||r|'| t |'I_ T I'..I||||II
wtivities. This committee serves under the
Whaartnin Caminty Hetorical € omsinssion

] 18 chadred by Barkara Youmg, wiss has
bevomie an imporeant plaver m the dmve o
e the Henser coarthouse back o i
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Hermidon, Stivich & Aswodadios were Kired
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s i Wlkarton were Jdishcanened

wi b = learnesd than 73 ather Texas

cidliiaiics el redpiiesiol sy ler 1lhrir

L
when

conrrthowses, Then opramism rimae
IPPCansiEs. WEre Posiaral wligible, tiar
romwie che faeld ||.||~c.-| wiere Tt rluae

Whgenaan, geven the aee and endameered
staiies ol il onerthionese, woolld b HIem

prmariry. et W harron mirned G o nt

e ArTE g rhe |6 cominties awanded thear
full IFEINT Fedfimcsls ‘\.||| Whrros was
HANET S0, 000 g ||.'|-|'\- with imwmiedicire
prescrvation plaimig

Locasraing 1is Jamies Soeclev. chiel hinris

fizr odl the Tesas Flnbiorical Civimimanis

Wi 's 1|l|'-||. i sk Becaiss il
sttt Cledr exactly wisich Besksri LEEET

hiiiiee — AR Diacas o Victoria Wiks 1
I resbiirel I||l|'-=\.|.|.I|._ I hermidinn, Srasch
B Asancipies’ masicr |-|.|'| lad lseen e
Jidred ewnally wah am eve o reskian |;_r||.
it |:'k.q,||..ll||I!|.||||.-c. whach o -“.IF'II'.Il.
£ b I EARILE ol TN a1l il Meines

Shidsrpean 4
busilileng

II|.||.||l||; i local Coneivs
(Ll "Ii-:lll'_ll.'
ATHEANITC T MW, the TEHNT Wil ekl
Whant resaphiedl, aconrding b SMeeley, wak a
wik Eranmi .I|'5l|'. sbicin, T mmentarion o
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remin ol i was mad presihuced, noe was

thire e .||'_!I resesnch to estalsdinhi rhe
I'.I|=|Z|I||:"\- |uisErarmcal siEtbicance

Pt mawv, with the Plesssig il thi
Vesas Flsaomeal Ciymmuissisn, Wharton
astincinds phan fov s ther 52500060 orans
tin ey pay loe archidectoral plams and
specificbions Eo resfore the TEES bodd

1. Cammmissiomiens oot amd the oo

bBack o 1w Victorian

hemlise comrmeties reviewed proposals frodt
eipht architectural frms® and recommend
o the Hoiastoin anchatoct ay Baley,

vt firm has expetience with preserva
ticin and restorats. §he ooandy seined

Wract wigth Baley ami |||!l. £ thi

1 i
resnilfting work of whsch shivield lesad go @
stromger and mofe focused grant applsca
tiian 1n the fall, when upsaccesbl apph
camts will Feturm to the state for allis-agmsi
ool 4 Heeal 8§78 mallica. The tew ppica
i i being preparcd by Barbars Young
aiil] bt comprtlaniine cosimattie swiih the
haedp asl suslunroers such as archareciural
liasdiimiin Mophieti boax &ibd gk Ir__ il
& dow uinenting, with plobegraphs and
e dsiare i, T\-:u. skl prescioe ol
the 158589 Yictoran |||'.|--\,|||||_l\_ "|.||_||||_"_ Wik
1% cloing the Hon's share af reseanch,
'\..,I\.lllnl II'|IR|. " ||| TR LT L E RO B e the
L7.8 inillsin wll be exvreecly sl anad
I|'\._|I‘ i II.'Ir‘.l'l'\.'| imay miol I‘-q.' 1BeE RO et A |
the Miadigie the towin's resaldeins wisild
like. Seill, savs 1I-\.'\-.|l|;,_'_ “if we Jont make
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ITETIEHT 190 # .'l|l|| NERE Vs w e the b =
latre will siareby allin JAE MIENT M
I s 1 very popular program
Lipimatetv, 1 appears thar the Whiirtion
Coumty Conrrhamise will be saved. Ir may
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T13-528-1800 * Fax T13-520-2200 * watTs 1 -BO0-519-1 800
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SAWENDLAND U EARTHLINE,. NET

RDA Hometown Tours

Plttsburgh

Pennsylvania
April 25-29, 2001

This exiroordinory four-doy tour focuses on the works of
Frank Lioyd Wright and a wisit to Fallingwoter; Benno
laennean, architect of the Williom Penn Hotel lour home
base in Plitnburghlk and H. H. Richardson. designer of the
Allegheny Courthouse. Pittaburgh’s orchlitectoral legocy
includes historic downtown londmorks ond meighbors
hoods, o8 well os corporoie skyscraopers. the sihnic Sirp
District. and Oakland, with s beautiful college compusas
and museums. Privole historic hemes and clube provide
the setting lor loor-star dinners ond recopiions,

Four day

Participation is limited to 25 RDA membors.
For more Inlormation. plegss call the
Rice Design Alllonce at 713-318-4876,
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From Above: Photographs of Houston by Alex 5. MacLean

An exhibition Co-sponsored by the Kice Desipn Alllance and
he el Colleciio
Sentambear B, 2000

thrpush lanuary 7, 2001

An examination of how the
explosive growth of townhouses is
affecting Houston, with an essay
by DANNY SAMUELS on what makes
a good tuwnhnusﬂ.-a look at the

history of townhouses in the city

by STEPHEN FﬂI.-and an archi-

tect's reinvention of a Perry Homes
e by GERALD MOORHEAD.

WEBB takes a walk
down Montrose to investigate the
evolution of anm urban street,
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iR wheere orady g Buamoan scale
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Foed Possell and Carsomn, 196580 culbesd b
1 alabterenn kimd of W Witk s
techmically gutred T Richard Caobley,
Fodl & KT ICTIELD d wiith ammow ative com

trictiod techn -||l|'_.-c'. thin shell con

el _..!.l'\. fewrm s v le wheel oot
.II||.I|-|.'\-.|I|!'\.|.|!"'\1 angl with mew

cinncep, which he devised for Tesas

npriEateonal weas wach as the interstin

JRRIN
Instrumenis, li hs |I||.'f.l |l|||||.|'|||:'\- Ford™s
Wikk eEan s b soume of 16 |'l\.1.:|l|'|.||
W P, ynd became almiosi HNMIrecmgnias
able Bromn ihe work ol ather architects

wha were also o L1 B these new buh B
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patting. Ford s ambsiions o an archatect ar
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ol Expresiwiy and the demoditsn of
hiwiosrie bimldangs ai that copv's Hemassbair
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Houston from on High

Alex S. MacLean's photos show us the present. Can they also help us understand the future?

E‘crﬂhlnﬂ_ in Alex 5, Maclean's pic
LS Bppears all, even Guet, The
waiter s Frocem in place; the leaves on the
irees don't manve,

Uin the g,nm.m.L awr wanelid w moi likoe
thas. It's 10 comeant maomine; s hand
!I’IHH\. a cedl phone [ G0 edr, 3 Car veers
wway trom amother, fisgs waye mthe air,
partscles flv off our tires. (o the groand,
o wastlid s Flllegd wth noese.

Wi are basy crearures, and Mocl cans
pretures are windows on our busywork,
A e explore then, we soe tha there s
alwiys evidence of people, always indica
mios of our work. Ao s Macl ean’
images make clear, we have o had o
light towch on the land.

Chver the lasr several vears, firs as press
dene vl the Ciizens” Envirommencal
Coaboom and wow as presdent of the
Gall Canasa Imsainwie, | have had a AT
lar mreress in how we mnpacy the land we
live v, ol hovw we arranpe oiarselves o
do our work angd have oor fun, Fve
learmesd by the inu eIy il the waier
whied we live iy, the confloence of fopest,
thicket, prairee, and marh, the estusry
wystem, the hays, the Galf,

S0 I SCETS IMPITIANE i me b note
that Maclean's phasographs were taken in
o oo thee mosa -;illllpk:; CODRYRTETI in the
nanon, o place where the Grear MNorthem
Praine comes to a tentative conchision as i
s into the Coaseal Praine, the Northern
Forest, ang the Cioastal Marshes of the
prear Cadf Coust, all of which empty across
an enormoas watershed that pours Lagely
invois che Gaplveston Bay Esoary System, the
second st prosductive such system in
Amersca, Withan all of this an ssaonishing
vaniety o life exmes, prosidiog the wansral
services thar make our pwmn lives pessable,

Mot many people ki abour the sab-
wywterms and interplay of diversicy m our
rejkn, in part e ir i mnt uxpL:.lr:nl
tav chibdren oy schaoods, | don's see it in
Maclean™s wenrk, bat i ngber pictiires,
s fromm space, rhe IPACT ot rar bamkd-
g on ihe TELME hisodin ke o comied siruck
rhee growend st northwest of Galvesion
Bay. Intncate gray pattems spray aut from
s center. From space, all we see are roads
and parkmy bois, the tops of the bayguest
i'ﬂ.lih.hrl;:\., muabls, warchises, madusarial
Facilieies, impervious sirtsces thest allaww
min waler 1o penctrate the earth, At the
center t the ciry of Howson peopes, which
stretches our 1o encompass 617 square
miales i an exoratermtoral jursdscso of
1LAEH syuare males. The aify commands a

region of development whise 13 countics
cover 13,000 squsre miles.

In MAaclean’s pictures, we can soe
hivw freeway imtersecewns have replaced
trees aal prass, diveded communitees and
neighbsorhoods, brought hear snd stress o
ovar lives, prm‘ld-m.l :I'ﬂ..l{l,‘t foe collisions, In
maosy all the picrures the gusding pring-
ple oab ;h-.i.i“u sivins to by b (i goooam-
madare cars and ks, To archirecs and
planmers that may b old mews, bur 1
framid iv surprising.

i |ur|'h..1,|l.|r|:|- 'u'l:l'llilllﬂ_ Macl can
phoro, seen on the page opposite, looks
tewwvanil the cenpral basiness disrict froem
east of the ciry, down along Baffalo
Bayow. In the middle of the picture head-
g befr are a mulooade of mrees, inplying
neighborhioinds protected by them, And in
the dimnce & the core of 1 all, the often-
phowim oty cemter (althioagh bere in s
disappointimgly dull, on one of thise

Perhaps one reason
we may have had
trouble seeing
the big picture is
that we haven't had
enough big pictures
to look at.

oeone days), The cenmmal business discrso
sgenms samall from this perspective, and
compared oo the great anes of the world
it s srall, B chere is space around thar
center, space for much more ciry than s
presemily there, Even if dense, skywand
develupment condd be confied w the
section of Houston below Balfalo Bayow
erween 1.5 59 amd 145, the cengral
iduanict coulid be three or foar fimes bigger
thas 5 novww i, b's cliear thar Houston & a
aiy that’s not miched.

I extimetied that before ksng we're going
tee huave 4.5 mmllion more people in i

region. The generatsom afer next will lve
with dimible the population we have oday.
Whiere wall thamse new pr.'nph,- i Ths v
have enough romns? Enough cars?

There & a0 muoch work o be done. To
help prepare for this growth we should be
having micnse and broad discusssons

BY DAVID CROSSLEY

ahiost the woosvaim and what milrastruc-
visre we will meed watliin it 1o accomim.
alare all these new neighbors, In the pass,
wie haven't done thar wn of planning m
Hunsseon, We haven't lwsked st the big pac-
mure. We've tended po baibl pleces, i ol
niin, Even vhe highways have been dis-
cussed, planned, dessgined, and engineered
im paces, as il they were il pam of soam.
thing larger, Whle ir's chear thar we have
stakead oair claam o the spaces oooupied by
radlways wond roads, and said, okay, this s
wihere transpotaion takes place, eyl
that we have agreed on Tinde,

Mlany other Cighes are fursasly rein-
wenming, themselves with o sirghe goak mo
provide the dqualiny of bife thar “knowlede
wiwkims™ say they desire, Planners across
the cosmery ore focused on reducing air
polluriom, preservig spen space, rediong
the impacy of cam aml poople on the mvi-
rovmeivt, W are mon yet dosng thar.

The coiee ol BFloisatini's HI’!-'T]'I has bech
thar swe aren’t mrereaed in kg term
visiiong, and thar we don'y di bsng-range
planmisge, Boa char myeh may have outlived
irs isselieless. The conaral qusesnion goday
5, oy we cominue the philosophy of
serendipiey thar has beowggh us 1o where
w are, or doowe pause for & momest and
talk shout where we think we'ne gosng?
Perhaps come o some agreemens abour o
least a fow hasic pru'h;rl'u‘lq.?

There are & fair number of people in
the area whio are thinking shoir these
broad msues, Recemtly, o presentarion
mage to the Transporration Polcy
Council ar the Houswon-Galvestm Area
Council calbed foe a new look ar the
process of regronal planning. Ie examined
wwrrent trends m deselopment, which
wonld produce a blanker of homes and
seares spresil diffusely bur ubiguinously
acroms the regron, and companed them
with the kles of focmmg jobs and devel
opment sround exisisg acTviTy centers
and infrasrsctiene, amiong them ihe core
<igy, busingss cenpers such as the Gallenia
and Carpemupamt, and eunerging mainsi-
palities such as Sagar Land and the
Winodkands. This kind nl'y;rnu.'lh goaled
make nure ethicient vee of land and exma-
Ing mirastructare, wmd coold make it e
er ang 4,'|1|mp|.'r [41] Im:ll.'uh- TrArys TN,
sewrer and water facilivies, schioolbs, ser-
wioes, aml d'n'lﬁ.

Chne probbem m making sach changes
appCans giov b thewt enar EXERTIL p|;||1.|1|l1“
spsbem, soch as o i, has bule oo e the
mabalisy to easily shift direceion, The prme
cxample of this i highway planming. Even
thusugeh there w a dwindling number of

cxporenced trampertation drategias who
Icheve o' i p;ﬂnd wibea ko kil over maowe
lanes ol highway in big cey rejois, once
the roadway moncy has staned moving, it's
almiost imspossible o stop i, Progeces that
are sl pavo years away from being lee 1o
contrctors are said o be a “done deal ™
The Kary Froeway cxpansion and the
extonsion of the Grand Farkway are bosth
eyl af s, with sigmficant concerms
that they shoule mes 2o ferward, bt a
mekchaie m motion that appanmely can'’y be
sbivwed amd cortatnly st seopped.

The concept af & massise Ansbarmem
o mew iiiles of rosdway and wew park-
wiegg lows, i bess the cutting dawen o
erces 0o clear land for constroction, i
wishiful vhanking. Bat the ddea i an
appealing one, espectally m the fmadst of a
grinwai stoermwater mid] problesn, and
a @br guality problemn thar would be
heavily impactil by the mereased traffic
ngw fiads kvie,

Suill, we finad omir hiope wlsefever we
i, winl | downd i in a4 sumber of Alex
M) cam's photographs. One dbows &
chister of old buildings dewvmpowng theres
sure mubible, and destrscmim is kg
place, bt pavo exisning walls alwwt foar
stovrnes hagh are shasred wp by steel sup-
porrs, Anyone who hates wosre has o e
thirilled 1o see chis kind of care being raken,
especially when vou know very well tha
what's driving the work is the desire
make money, which means thar somclody
who's trying o make money sees value in
thisse ol walls

And then there’s another picrure, one
of a netghbarhiod inside Loop 610 where
o st of erees shade howses and other buily
struscires, The conling effect and thi pol
bt mvirtgaion of those trocs s spoctacu-
lag, wonderiul, They help improve people’s
lives o sy phovsacally, b paovchically,
Ir's a kind of mirscle thar thaose irees are
there, because if you could have an aerial
phitograph of thar area 100 years s,
vinin wiini bl have seen mibes o prairie,
with hardly winy prees. Mearly all of 1
vegerainon in this very large anea was par
there by pet |ph~.

O the groumd, i can be hard 1o se
very tar Perhaps one reason we may have
hasl rrouble sceeng the big peoiune is thae
we haven't had emniagh 11|;|,|. |'!H,"|'IH'I,‘-|. ok Jooke
ar, Than's ome of the advantajges of Ales
Soclean's plumh.' r|1.|;'g|- e ks paoimis ol
sty while rrymg o decide where sexg
gin They are ieoms thar coild be lined up
on @ wieh page as bustons linking us
thinmands of discissions aboin bow we
have groswm, and how we showld groe. m
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