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firm, and an associate professor in the
Rice Universiry School of Archatecrure,
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He s also an ashunct profesor s the
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Universaty of Hoaston, and directs s
Workshop for Hisone Architecture,

Gerald Moorhead, FAIA, practices with
Ray Baibey Architects, Ing; and i a
contributing editor to Texas Archiect.
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professor ag the Rie University Schisnl
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Christof Spicler is an assoctate ar Marrix
Structural Engineers and a kecturer in
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Jarvary 24 shough Febosary 21
Feramwm Andirornm,

b Sumtum of Fing Arrs, Flogstin
T AT

This lecture series will focus on sustas:
albile architecture and heatiore buidt work
that addresses important enviroancntal
wsises. Direen Sprmg will bring g0 Howston
a gromp of mnovabve desigoers from
faroand the woirld whio dre questinining the
{fundarseital ways i which buibiings and
cliles ane coneeived.

Wodnesday, January 24, 7130 pum.

KEN YEANG, a parmer m Hamzah &
Yeanig, an anchatecmiral Frm headgiaartered
in Kianks Lumper, Malaysies, wall speak on
“The Ecologseal Agenidiz The Fonlagical
Diesign of Large Busdldings and Site.” Yeang
is thie aughor of The Shvscnaper, Has
climantieelty Comsaaferea A Phecssr Pravier.

“"ulrlﬁ:lq'.]mury i, 7190 Pk

FRLTTOY VIVAS, whi tiviches and ractioes
dichsieebure i Camecas, Veieroela, will
speak on *Lis Arboles Para Vivee® Vivas
revently comipleted ihe Venersclain Pavilion
far Expan 200N in Hlancosee, Cenmany.

Wednesday, February 7, 7240 pum.
THOMAS SPIEGALHALTER, prLlr'-Hmrr ol
atchatecture at Camepse-Mellon Univenaty
i Pieshorgh, will speak oo *Ulnder the Sun,
With the Wind. ® For the past decade,
Spicgelhalior has been developimg a senes o
liwe enery eotsiimpiion buldmgs.

Wednesday, February 21, 7190 pamn

PLINY FISK, co=hrectoe of the Center for
Maximan Potential Building Sestems, Inc,,
in Aumsbin, and ROBERT BERKERILE, an
archstect with Beckebibe, Sebsian,
Immenschun and MeDoswall Architeces of
Ransas Uiy, will speak on = A Pubbic
Diabogue.™

|

ILERESIDE CHAT
Wednesday, March 7

Brovwens Avditierium,

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
TI3.348 4876

T clise the Gireen Spring lecture scories, a
wiwie forumy tithed = The Sky i the Lomi™
will be held 1o discuss whar has bocome
Hrwistam’s st impeirtant plinining s
— the ¢iny's air gualiy, and the federal
sitictinns that unremcihated poltiston
cinald eraggee

MRLSALLY WML SH LECTURE
|W Wednesday, March 21, 7230 pom,

Brovvens Aisdisoriam,
The Mosewm of Fine Ars, Hosiston

NEIL FRAMKEL, parmer in the
Chicago destgn formof Frankel ansd
Coleman, will speak,

MRDA EXHIBITION: SHAPSHOT

May 4 through Jone %

Lawndale Art and Perfommance Center
4902 Main Sreer

TAL MR AN TR

In thee tracesn of Besa Laad 1 wmd

s Works, BRI, m conjunomsn witk
Lawnidale Arm and Performance Center, will
e Snapshos: Correng Howseon Design
ann Yieww, an apen-call exhibinon showoas-
iy archiectione, wrhan plannang, preserva-
twny, landseape architecture, meerisrs, fur-
natiine, il graphics by Houston architects

and desgisers. & prevsew will be held on
My L Call foir emtrios and regissration

will b msmied in Janmire, 2000,

LOLLEGE OF ARCRITECTURE LECTURE SERIES
the Rice Diesipm Alance's Groen Spring

series, All kctures afe beld m the College

ol Archimecture Leotuire Theater For mmowe

b, [lluu.' call TIATAN 24003,

Tuesday, Febraary 6. & pam
ALBTAIR MOGREGOR, of Ove Arup
& Partners, San Framciscns, will m[lr.jk.

MeCeregir's rocent works imchinke the Gap

!'I-:nh]nru,' i San Ir.uhﬂ'n.'n.

Tuesday, February 15, & pamn

AV HEY MANN, Aswsciate Dean for

Ilmh'q.;r.ldl.l.ﬂr Promerams, s crsety of

Texas Schowld od Architcerure, and authior

of Mowe Davmieansy Frller dn Naduree, will

speak, Hevimann®s recent work inchudes a

visitor enter foe the Audubon Salaal
Palm Sanetuary b Browmsville and a

house for president-clect George W, Bush

and family pear Wago

Tiscwday, March &, & pom
MOEL HARDING, a Canadian artise,

will speak. Hardimg's recont work smaclisdes

“The Elevared Wetlaneds®™ | P97 19599,

Tavlowr Ureck Park, Tosonte, The poojoct

mvishves Biaecmediamnon of water rom
the [k Riven

W o souon

These lectures have been o u1r|.1i|1.1ln.1 wrih

Taesday, March 20, & pom,

RECK [0V, an archabecs whis practices in
Armima, will sprak, Jov's reornia works
reflect carchal binlihag m enviconmentally
SCTSitve fheas,

Tuaesdiiy, lanmary 16

Becggiinnting ooy Jaimiey D6, 2000, REA will
avcepl applicativns e the second annial
grants prigiraim b stindens amld Gcaley of
the Rice Unoversay Schaml of Arclibecmare
anicl the Llnivorsity of Hiaostos Caoraled B3,
Himes Cadllepe of Architecture. The purpiss
ol thie peringrism s i sapport prosots et
foscum on Hiowseon's baill environment, is
sy, proscrit eomdition, and hitune devel-
opmiciit. A varety of projects will be oone
saderoal, v haisg hasbore nssinch, speoa-
kidive stishis amd progeces, problem wdving
and planimniig prijevts, and stsdses thas
documacna conditims of the ciry and iss
archareceure.

Awards o up o 5,000 are availible
Foir puhiajciih fis he i llllﬂrlnl LLEL =LA
Moo than e propsal may be inded.
Ajpsplicarionis are due by March 10, 2001,
and thie anmouncermeit of awands will bse
anade an May 7. Qualified spplicans
may call RDA a1 TEA IR ARTE lar an
aprpslicaniin

| Py —

Saruriday, March 31, and Sunday,
April 1

This year’s war will featare hasises im
which e design of the b, landwape,
anal grden featines are snogral oo one
aneher, prodicimg maeiochmindisir spatial
combinations rare i Houseon,

| —

Wednesday, April 25, through
Saunday, Apnl 29

Discower Piarshurgh's anchanecoural legacy
o foiars of hesporic downpomam lameloarks
unel neighberivssls as well os conpoeane
shoyserapers; the Seexp Dhisimct, wirh jis cith
mic diversinys anad Craklamd, with its beaun-
ful n\“rp.: campnes and mmseunt Prvare
fusianic hawmes and an aresy of the inest
private ok will reriavicke the settang: for
{rwirstar dinners amid TR
TParniciparem is [mited g 25 RIDA miem
hers, For meee informsnion, pease call the
Rice Desmn Allianoe an T 48 4570
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From Above: Photographs of Houston by Alex 5. Maclean

An Exhibition Co-sponsored by the Rice
The Menil Collection

Design Alliance and

September 8, 2000
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Al Molteynolds Ardsteos, ing: Prienon Bioasr Indedings Compuag Compibe
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RDA Hometown Tours

Plttsburgh

ennsy]?unla
April 25-29, 2001

This extrocrdingry five-day tour locuses on the works of
Frank Lloyd Wright ond o visll 1o Follingwater: Banno
lennpon, architect of the William Penn Hotel (oor home
bose in Pittsburghk and H. H. Richordson, designer of the
Allegheny Courthouss. Pittaburgh's architectural legacy
imcludes hislorie downlown landmarks and naeighbor-
hoods, o woll oF corporoie skyscropors. the sthnic Strip
District, and Ooklond, with ils beoutiful collage compuses
and mussums. Private historic homes and clubs provide
the setting lor loar-alar dinners and recoptions.

Participotion is limited to 25 ADA membars.
For more information, plegase call the
Rice Design Alllance ai T13-348-4876.

DONFOSTER
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Gerhard Wurzer Gallery
1217 5

Houston, lexas 770149

Shephard

713.623.4300
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February, 2001
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Ledtz & louk fmto the woerkd belaw:
Workmen invtoll the pipes Heal
Fred ihilled weler 1o Rarthwinds
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MoDERN URBAN UFE wonild be impossille
without a series of ubility nevworks npro-
diced I the past 200 years. Water mains,
sImaEary sewers, sbOFm SCWERs, RN eps,
clectrical manns, twelephone conduis, tole-
vistom cable, and novw data networks ane
all part o a web that keeps the wearkl
wisrking. Soame of these systems can, and
alten ela, v above groumd, By for the
muosd part, technical consderations, eelia-
hility proshlems, sabery Bees, and acsahes-
ic prefereneey have foroed the mfrastrie-
e andergroand, Bowcath any urban
strcet 1 tangle of pipes, discts, and
wables, a taighe somewhat ondencd m
mowly urbanueed arsas but extremely dis-
organebed s odider ones, i density poin-
porteonal to the densiy of the cin
ariammad o, Evien in a place as spread i
as Houstemn, the mfrastrocmine goos deep
it the earth, and it digs devper overy
year as new prpes and comdiaits oy oo e
arwsiptial whiitr's albeeady there,
Traditsonally, undeeground atilitses
wiere plaved of reparred by digging a
tremeh, Bt trenching risks disturhing
asthier unalergroaingd syseems, and the
ileeper the trench goes, the more expen:
seve hracing iy sades apgainsg Collapse
and gerthing i equipmient beonmes,
Tremwiching dals invalves widescale dis-
rupaion, fralike closuns, and parched
pavement, Howaon's oagoing Traffc
Serects program downtown shaws jiss
hisw produlesanic this can bse, Thar waork,
like the rebuilding of Fanmin in the
Medical Center, s primarily 4 paving
project, bt iz olso includes replacing
itilinies, According o Metro spolesper-
so Connie Roehack, the Tralttic Spreers
progect stall conrcdinared with privaw
utilities ansl the iy of Flosston o gee
all wnikiey work done mw — before the

£ ira 1-|

Jqqnlf[n’l ‘H

atreets ane repaved — rather than do i
later, when the paverment would have o
be torn upp again, How successtul thar
eoofdination wall be remains to be scen,
Samdlarly, the Fannin celudbiing ks sakmg
care of utility relocations thar would be
reaguired for that strece™s planned lighe
rail lime. In any case, o local govern-
et 's alsiliey v deal with wriliny disrup-
e b Bimmiged, A 1999 Texis baw, for
exatnple, gives telecommiiicaniams
prinvaders the might 1o dig up any public
siteet they want in wrder o lay calble.

The solution o the problem of rear-
wrnge iy the pasacls lees o “trenmchlboss rech-
nodiogy,™ a carchall phiase that covers a
wiide vamicry ol techalogies from & van-
ery ol arigins, T the layman, it s all
just puiecleigg — digging a hasriponnal
horle thrsugh the groand without dis-
surhing the sl abosve. Onee, tunncling
wiis fescrved for coosaing under maun
Eiklna aar Fivites, aor foe d Baesdial of sul-
sy systems. In the past hallcenmury,
thikigh, rechnasliogical advimoes have
meade unneling mcreasingly versatibe
amid oost-gective.

The asosr prominent sy mbal of this
unreling boom s the Tunnel Boring
Machine (TRMY, the device used o dig
the Chapnel Tiemsel connecnng England
and Framce, the Dallas light-rail manel
sneler the Monh Central Expressway,
and coetless other lorge-diameter tun
oels. b principle, o TEM s much ke an
earthwarmg it ks bong, cvlindrical, and
advanves lomward by bygesnng sodl or
rock ar is feonr end (the “face™), then
conveving the din hackwands for re-
moval, Congrete or steel panels are
Mased behind the front end o keep the
el Fromm i.'ull.-l"hl!l.ﬁ. creating o lining
The THM silvances by F||.||J||ng FT=TE 0

this lining, and steers by bending lis
armiculbated body,

THMs can be huge — big cwsugh oo
dig a double-rrack railroad wnnel or a
fuspr-lame rosad vl i one pass, The
Isstawan limbi om thelr siee s derernsined
by e el 1o have peopde inside the
machine o place and seal the lining, So
boor e ls oot bess ehan sis- o enghi-fect
in diameses, THMs are impracrical.

There ks an abvious appeal, though,
in applying the TRM appeoach o smaller
mirneds, This can be done by combsning
THEMs with another rechnigue known as
pripe-jacking. Pape-facking s ke pushing
a teint pasle ingo a sleeve — the lining b
prusticd i trin the enad of 8 nannel, with
moee segmiciits added from the poshing
cind g the tunnel sdvances. Mlace 3 anall
machine with a ratary curter eo digg oo
thie sudl in Fromw of the Firse pipe, add an
aniger of pipe fo carry the sol oo of the
Back of che hode, ol vosu have 4 com-
pleee tumseling system, a “micrstiemmel-
ing” machuse, Essenmally, the aeering
and digging functions of che TIM, which
require Ao lanan presence, emain ar the
el Fage, while thi lining and ferwvand
propulsion i removed (o oan open-air pis
an ehie tunnel’s rear,

Mcretunneling pits are generally
spsced 300 g SO0 feer apar, with the
tunnels beimg Isred from one pie (the
launch shafry o the nest (the recciving
shafrl, The distance berween the pies s
wrt vy rhe pipe, o limingts its Priceson
against the grognd Hmits e hoay far o
cun be pushied, Alignment of the runnel
b commrnlled by means of opical or laser
sijghes, and can be held o @ precision il
am inch or less hebween hales. ®1i% a%
agwurdie a4 youn can dio g trench,”™ sy
el Tabbs of Houston ranmneling coe-
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iggs wpaced overy SO0 foet, it iespect-
o geodiogy still crops wp, Few bebds of
coarstructuom can be as full of surpeises
an funnehing,

I soime stuations, though, surprises
are expected, In downtown Howston the
umelergromid unlites arc so doise, anld
thear biscationis s poorly recorded, thai
awomding theii s impasaable. na s
tion like ihat, therc’s o point in usimg a
tuninieling machine. & mire Bexible, and
ancions, tochndalogy s called (e

A lath-centary treatise shivas miners
decp undergroumnd usmg hand weols o dig
a taie] Boist by Pont, plackig suppon
tinibers ds they go. Replace the showels
with jaikhamimer-lke proumatic spaide
anid replace the belhows thae brosght in
fresh air with ait compressors, aned yoa
have modern fannelig @ dowatosm
Hosuston, The “wossh-baox™ panmel, ant-
quiated, 4y b Ay secm, is the moar gon-
A Wiy Eo pl.h'c HEWw s uiricder
doswinpowin, and thowsands of beet of such
rurinels wre dug every vean

Whyt "They're cheap when you'ne
in an area where theres lots of anilings
and you can’t pin down their boca:
viawi, ™ savs [hale Kodnegay, presdent of
Bortunces, another mapor Houston -
neling forme, When a wosid-box tunnel
hins am isbstacle, the workers inside the
hasle can seimsve thie sbaacde or rerour
the tunnel uader or around i Down-
pinwen, says Kasrmegay, there tv @ = 100
pereent™ chanoe ol himing an bk,
many il which, parricularly oy onb-
ties, are unmarked,

Hawrtmgo i placing up 5UHMD leet o
yedr of worsd-bos unnels dovwntown,
iy o them carrving chilled water from
the Mosthwind ventralioed aircondition
gt plant, They rampe m size from 5 by 5
feet b 1S by 15 feet or moee, The larger
sizes aslien reguare steel remborcement. A
thamisand teet ol mannel can e dug B (HIE
run, anal the accesves o the el don't
hawe fo bw openeair i, They can Ise
Wi h.:l'lll-'llll.'lll'i.

Clay st ideal for hand mnneling.,
bur in kas it aslvanmges Unlike rock or
chalk = it iz chalk thar makes London an
sbeal mnnehing ciey — clay meeds 1o be
supported immedionely atter o secton o
unnel & Juﬂ__ Hence the woosd b, Boi
clay will simnd by insedl jhe face ol a
tunnel, [vismionwn furms owt 10 have an
advantage heres ai 15 leet or s0, the ll}m
i sand are a poad 10 g 15 feet Barther
dovwn than in mast of Howson. Many il
elorambcrn’s woud how tanmels ane only
arowmid ten feet deep, ﬂIIHIHII. the trend s
toavards devper tunnels as the area ander-
gromnd becomes mereasingly congested
with usilinies. The Morthwind papes were
put imoaz 18 1 32 feer below che surfave.

The mmimunm sie af wisid=-biox. tunneks
i set by the technolbiogy: woekers aced 1o
b able v B inside, Microtanneling.

tocy, has a bower bovit of just wnder
oot Thar weerks well for sewers and
witer pipes, bat nor w well for the
siniall-sized strands of clectrical, gele-
phone, and daea cables,

Uilike pipes, cables disit's reguibne pre-
cine abignment. Electrons in elestrical lnes
o photons i Aber-optic stransds have no
eramilsle gobig, uphill, so what matters s
shicre the calde gets to, ol biaw it gets
there. Thar allows the use of a cheaper
tevhinlogy: divectdonal dilling.

Some wonld say that derecrional
dreilling ma't tmvieling dt all. s s
akim 1o drilling an o well than tunnel-
e, mobes BRH-Caarvers CLifF Tubba,
That s, in Fact, where the technnbogy
cuimies fiom. Chl femis wanded o be alle
o tap an extended area foom ome clfshasre
platformm, so they deseloped 4 way b deill
wells sdeways, In the carly 19705, that
techiology was beought e tunncling, The
first wpplicatioi were in the placement ol
ppclimes under rivers, sich as the reloca-
thinn ol 921 pipelines for the deepening o
the Hewstan Ship Chamsel.

Recently, directaomal drilling has foamnd
dsisther use. Several contpanies — Biose-
holid mames auch as MU and specialized
fermes such an Choeest — ane issealling
natiomal nevworks of fiber-optic cable o
carry Inierset and other computer da
iraific. These lines radiste sneo major mer
ropslitan ceneers such as Howsum, con-
neermg, 16 hnbs of hagh-speed seevers dhar
hodd Intermen sates and corporsie datalas
eny anid o biagal iibser nerworks thar reach
idlice corwers amd ssERunians.

The naniomal mevworks rnam in existing
righis of way, alomgside mflioads ar hgh-
wayk, ln open couniry, coniracirs by
the calile in dinches dug wirh specialired
carth=movimg cquiposent. Ty mmone baile:
ip areas, thoagh, cross smects =— which
winld hawe o bhe d-u; s anid vhen
repaved = make rhiie elafficult, Si diveg
tonal drillimg 5 med. The lial pet-
warrks, which run wnider city sireets, are
absor placed with direcrinal drilling,

Directional drilling wses a drill bis
artached o the fromt end of a long pipe:
the entire pipe s rooited by a machine on
the surfase that also pushes the pape for-
warl, chewing o the groand with the
airill bar, A Bguid *drilling imud™ misture
1% |1-|||1'|pﬂl ||1rr.||.l;|1'.h the e s coanld ani
clean the big as 18 dolbse Used this way,
the pape ""“F'I'F AR Y m.:l1|d1l. M.‘lkmg
bends reguires a modibscation, The front
segrmicnt of pipe has d seven- mo ning
diegree bend thay, when the pipe s spin
ming, makes the hale sbightly larger, When
a tum o reguired, the operator stops the
spanining; mstead, the pipe s locked with
the beniad i the desared disection, and the
big alome iv spoan by 3 small arbine, Onee
thie mew derection i establahed, the stan-
dard abeilling resames,

The cquipment is pormable, wsaally
maainiesd on a ruck, and can be reposi-
tosnicsl gasaly, The hode s searted froam the
sirfice, s no decp pif s requaned, For
large progects, such as aver crossangs, a

long-term construction site with suppon
cujuipriett is sct wp af the lhunching
pamnt. For small uriliey work, the equip-
il b mewved [reguiently, and sites may
e oeupicd only avernight.

Sance there s o rosan inside the pape
fonr anprtical equipement, the midamre win-
il i Dscated by using a small radio
tranamitter in the bie. Receivers on the
gromitil are e b brick the bit's laca-
tion, This works well when the et is
cliise g the sarface, bt 15 Bid very docie
rate otherwise. Recause of it technical
siimphiciny, dieecthanial drilling ts les
expomsive than mecrotannehing, bt the
lmis i acenracy make i1 nsky inodreas
with tosn many unlities. Sall, direceional
arilling Has fiaaimd a iiche,

By its navare, tannching i hadden. Ax a
resul, few in Hoiseon sealize jimst how
much wisrk i bewng deodie undergrisund,
Exen thamuggh many of the Barger tunae]
i programs — the Greates Heowston
Wasrewater Progeram, MNorthwind, the
papes in the Ship Channel, and rhe filser
AP lines — have been |.'n|1||'||ﬂn] o AR
winding Jdown, there is snill a variery of
sraller wiiliny progeces underway. There
arg also g variety of specialized mnneh
being dog, sach as a 2 E00-Foor mecro
ranncl 5t Bush Imerconnsental Airport,
Carved though the Hnumd under sorive
rumsys, the microtumnel carries jer fuel
= ywhich i delivered o thie sirpoer by
pipetime trom o Pasadena refinery,

Malvances in mnnelmg vechnology
aver the past lew decades have proven
forteoos, As a culture, we require masre
infrastruciere than over, vt we're less
willimg 1o pui up with disnaptbons doring
itn comstrisctiom. In the Unoed Stoies,
urbam grovwth and new envirmmenil
r:-gul.lruuu. have regpuired new sewer
water sippldy systems just as the increas
ing etfectiveness of cineen progest has led
girvernents o seek less mvianave con
structsn techmigques, MMeamwhile, in
devclopamg countries massive increases in
urban density require pew rspertation
sywtema. Fibty years agn, the world had
bess than ten sabway systems; today it
has almwst 50, g new osies ane being
planned cvery year, pariscularly in Asia,

Tiwrmiie| praEpanee '-TH.IL utren of
frecing “level 1% — the level af the sur-
fawce — o hunmnan ocoupatnoi by omidwmg
all infrastructirne |||n|-|.'rﬁr-:r||1|i].. That
mcans il just utilicies, bat mransporis
pihoi, In sprawling Houseon, thar dream
i Bar away, Bt Hooson makes clear the
dreant's appeal, In Boston, a dawirpown
freeway iv bewng moved undergronnd o
miake way for a park. Cange, thar would
have been unthinkably difficul; coday i
b merely wapgeringly expensive, Onpe
day, perhaps, rechnological progress will
make i routine, m
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THE HOUSTON TOWNHOUSE

IT'S BEEN ARCHITECTS VERSUS THE MARKET SINCE THE BEGINNING. TODAY, THE MARKET IS WINNING.
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spory lewel of the townhouses that are
appearimg i every availlable enpty spose
— il wmETnes pro-cmpEug spacoes that
are ok cmpty, Tommbioimes have become
the symabed if a changog commmmsy, and
a bglemmg msd (0w g often ancomes
el abons what Hasoaton shasibd, ang
will, look hike in the fotwre, Fos ssnse, o @
a welinmne step toward mse arisinaEabon, 4
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nwie bk Ehe direcesomn of a traslsional
mettispalis e which poople congrogate,
wilk the strects, leave their cams g bome,
anmd orherwia llhll the dayvdeams of Mew
Lirbsaninrs. T otlsers, thiey sigial an aban
dimnmenie ol what has nusde Hosisgon
g, andd an anwelonme step tweand the
dearh ol the baepabiow, with i semdsalsiee-
ban paich of goeen flanking the serects. T
pgaven ihe carremt real esiaee muarker, tvwn-
huoiaees are probably meviabde, Few people
coon affoard & stimgle hamise o i clese-in lot,
S0 ithe prrwmbowse hos hecome the defanl
oprion e the wrban denizen, be she a
VO ERTCUTive |-|;'|.\.|5,' arrived o Hisssrom,
o o hormaer n.'iu.lplt' wihin have just durrr-:-,l
the lass kid off 1o i;llllm,u, I a ovwmihoasse,
st inn your o burf frome the ground ne
the sky, You can walk on it, plant on i,
park your Gar on it A reassuring wall sepa-
rabes you from the idmsyisrasies of your
peighbors, You can call it home,

It tw v Bosnper a0 question of whether
wr shambld lave nrwnbhoues, We will. Ban
what shasuld those fownhouses be like,
hivrw showld they fit o Flousson's existing
arban fabre, aned what maght they sugges
abot Hisstons future irhan charscter®
Mlaowst o the recent foavnhoime comstroction

has kel o oeher nmes and other placs
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for ity mapiratiomn. And whide there are
lessinms 1w e lesrmeal from the pass, per
|1.1|1q. thiere has been fuo much emphasss on
surtace ancharctueal stylog, amd fon finle
cn how o deme building-type can creare a
ciry. ‘Whach leaals g wet another question:
Flawyy cam Flampstosn creste g% o5 B0

L TETEER T AL T tradiviesn, oime foumded o
the coiv's oo distingt wrhan panciples?

Ihe pressores Housbsn mow Boes lor mong
efficent urdizatom o scarce Imer-Ciry laanal
are handly widigue o this parg of Tesas an
the twm of the century. bn B, they ane an
important aspect of the entare hspory of
urban development thar, from Roman
tumes o the present, has resulbed in infinie
vamations an the problem of haow o bouse
mwere peopde moa lnded anwsunn of space,
Exchubing apartment-type construscthon and
high-rise bimsing, those variatons have
fended 1o e based on a genenl iowihaosise
rypobimgy. o with a fow basic principles
make the lod frontege namow on the strec
winth s right boside cach other; con-
strisT B far inore sirics ising paralid
commmen walls which provide fere separa
tisn and bear the oo and rood loads; amd
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within these hommdaress, masamize the
amasimt of Ingha, Fromt elevations are
repeatable bavs of wandows and doors,
issually rws aor three wanloms wade anad
tws, three, o foar stones high. Lksing thew
prmcagles, buithlers love poieratesl 4 van
oty of irsditional ewmbosse ppes: bumher
limses i Apistendam, errace] lnsaes m
Lavitdlon, biownstimes i Mew Yok, brsck
wurwe b i Dl e, and |'r.:|.-|r|1n]-
Victosian hamses m San !'r.:rh“..':l. i manwe
4 few, Fach ol these cwes deved np|.1J a
charsctoriuee fownlioome -I:flr that
respuieded o Jocal conditions. (fren there
has alsn boen a larper-swale urhan stroregy
foemied by roses of howses: the pramnd places
o Parss, the squanes and crescenis of
Englanal, the alleys od Fhalacelphia

In 1 Tth-contury Pares, the partstion of
subuarban soyal estates s provide hosising
fue the armpocracy resubted in the develop-
ment of highly fnemed wrban spoces,
beginnang with the Moo Rivale (Mace
b Vomges) o L0712 doul comtinmiig,
with the Place des Victmres, the Mace
Dhaaphine, anad the Palas Royale bedore
clmananmg with the Place Vendime
{1677, bt completed much Liter) by files
Mansare, The Mlace Yomldne cmployed a
vl sty ol conssruting tse fagalde
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i A suisre acoorshing to an integrated
architeemural scheme, then selbing the loim
behanad the walls to ditferent developens.
Thas wform Facade syseem Later floawed
st b the Boe de Rivaly, and eventually
became the hasis for Baron Hagsmann's
staniland apartinent Bagade bor the hoaile-
wardws af |'=|'Ih-|.t'1r|.1.|'r:-' s,

The speciilative developimeit of estabe
property aluo diiwe the coormiction of
bick terracid hoises i Lasticlon i the
I 7eh connary. Arabiscrats Galken on Bard
ttines. coiidd tarn ther Lasd mge siwaise by
subdivading amnd leasing the property o
warmmis develiopers, bypleally foar % vears ai
a e, Comstroction of haosses was con
trislledd by comenants in the lease, which
atipulaned soch thangs ad unifonm heighs,
sethacks, and quality of comeraciiem,
Otten, langer-scale architectural intentions
milueierd rhe lagades of entre hlocks
and the extablishmens of wrhan goeon
sspuiancs, Afrer the fire aod 1066, municipal
hylaes ol maich the same an the privane
cuaveriams, spocifying four grades of hiuse
constrisction, from fourstory plus hase
et el arthe diwin s ety
Developers cmploved parern asobis that
siggesresd architecrural treanmcis,
Lamidisn as wee lowe 1 now was buil then,

Iirimg the 18rh and 19l cenmiries,
distincrive pownbomse typadiogges alwe
evidvexd i the voung Unined Saees,
Alibough Eand was srill alsundam, i bur
pootanp cities sach as New York, Boston,
Philasdelphia, Balvimose, Savannah, and
S Froncisos, aming arhers, there was 3
dermand for prearer hisising densiy as
priple clustercd mogether o be chise s
the centers of employment. by many
Amierican cities, blocks of thes rown-
hases provided o homaogencons back-
groaind thar renains an importane pare of
these cities” urban chanscer.

The tonwnhiosise pypoligics evolved
over o long penod of time, ensenging from
i balancing sci betwern public and privaie
ivencsts, speculation and regulation, and
besim and st Disring orsmt of this devel-
openent the came basic iownhaouse ivpes
servesl as homes for the wealthy, the
emerging bourgeois, and the working
clasa, Evenrually, the resulting condinons
of everceowding and squalor imduced by
such dense howsing were rowmdly onnk
cuneel. An streetcars, then pusoosbiles,
pade the open spages surrounding arban
areas aceessible, the flight of the apper amd
middle dlasses tothe saburbs was ssared,
abraming eities of thewr sy base, Larger
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siter-euty ferwilsoises were dhvided
suvoiimondate remtal roswns, and -
hasise districes carme g be sevin as slisma

I ke 20eh contuiry, Lirge rack aof
el hertagge wire idostroyed, 0 Fuanoape
by wrnme seratepses of inoonciary bomb-
aingd s b phae K1Y, | pamd-ir poilacies fos
baiibivng, bova-iscome hoining. laspaped by
thie aspiraticies of the mederm movement,
lamge sevtiosns of urlan residential nenghi-
Dunrbanicls swere razed and replaced by high-
free howsingg powers, B s only an the List
fewe locides, an thewe hisising policies
proved wn prban Eailioe, thay the advan-
Eages oof rewmshouses have boen rediscos-
ered. As the high-rise blocks have oome
dorwr, pow pownbhouse disrrics have
replaced them, And surviving arcas of old
omwnhoses have Devoine alyecrs af gear-
Bcarioe, These cemurnics-old npobisgics,
and the cres thar they generne, have
proven fo work reasonably well for masd-
ern uses, The Aesible Moor plins are sidapt-
able poa only o cureent howusing prefer-
s, beir o commcrcial and msominsmal
uses av well

What does this lave s dis with
Huowiszion's povamhonses Hisrorically, nor a
jorest deal, Fhoniston b s loegg craddemon
of demse housing, |r wasn't uneil the 1960
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thiat the cary reachesd the requisie threshnld
densiey andd Taod value oo make ownhom
& appear a5 4 housing option, Serprisingly,
they were accepted by the murker, appear-
ing m areas that were nob otherwise dinse,
sich s Mumtrose and even suburhan wes
Howston, Typlcally modest in scale and
often only o stories high, these subws-
hanized trvwnhowses emphasized the madi-
wisluad nnir by stepping the plan and vary-
g thie musierials H'lﬁn:' huu'l.l.ln' |nw1|11||l|-|.-
et comntructed without appanent henefie of
an architect, have weathered well and -
thed into o maruring lndscape,

I}lmrq;,ﬂ'h- bt o the mad- Tk o
"B, archiects did Bt on haral, e
clucing many mteresning townhosse varia-
gy, sasmptimes exploring extremely tight
i plans e communal mmages of spen
space. In the current boon, pwnhoomes
have become even more uhsgquitous, with
builders active everywhere inside the Loop,
elfteen on prosperties thar tew woald have
eomsmlened comducree o maddie- or high-
priced housing. The mereased demand has
driven up land prices, ensuring chae morne
il mowe ewtsting buildimgs mect the
wrechen!' claws. This time around the scale
o ithe townhinmses s anvehing, bur modiese,
with unlders affen placmg o four-saory

Contmuvd om page 27
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By Yolita Schmidt and Gerald Moorhead

Befare A light well paes tram Fae neimad 10 the firsl Boer.
idier: Choved in, thee light weell become o Bght-drendhed yeating nash.

Dur FRIENDS WIRE SURPRISED when we, o poir of orchifects, moved inle o Parry Home:
townhouse. Hew lilling the inner city and transkorming old neighborhoods, these spec siructures
moe hrdly the imoge of guolity design ond tenstruction thot would oitroct @ design professianal

Bul fast yeor, when we decided te book For @ mew house, we realized ihal lawd prices in oo
peighbarhood of Shepherd ond Alaboma mede building something we hod designed ourselves
prohibitive. We hova lived in the areo for more than 20 years and wonted fs stay. Nof sager 1o
foke oa remedeling on old heuse agoin, we decided o spec lownhouse wes oer ealy other ece-
somic oplion

Driving io work, | woiched os old tenamani operimests on Woedheod come dewn and 16
Perry Homes ewnhastes went wp. We were aitracied fo ase wnil in porticular thot bod o morth:
end-sosi adienbation mnd o large, open living ond kitchen space filling the second Floge. We knaw
what 1o expact [rem ihis fype of condiruction and how 8o make the most of o few simple changes 10 odagl the fownbousa te owr toite far @ clean, medern spoce

Wo bought e property during lroming, which oflowed us to moke some olierotions in the Perry Homes norm, olterations Parry Homes wos quile occommodating obout. We bod the
lmeploce taken out, giving us mare woll space for books. A light wall aver the entry was fleored eves, providing o second-fleer seating nook. Then we simplified the trim, eliminoting all
crown meddings asd chonging the baseboards end doar frim te o simple, plein profile. Thesa smofl revisions did o remarkoblbe job of moking the rooms feel more light ond opas. Since we
touldn't get the kitchen cobinets — marked by heavy moldings and an inefficient use of velume — chamged, we reploced them ofter we moved in

We unilied the theee flaer leveds with the use of colors imspired by Maxivon poper Flowers on the thees wolls thet form the sioirwell: & golden yellew, intense mogentn, ond o
tleor true blue. & ssfter sef of complementary colers derived from Frank Uoyd Wright's pelette turm the sliding doors of the new kitchen cobinels inta o vorinkle, three-dimensional
Mondrian compasitien

Like ony architedts, we're skill moking modslicotions. But we're plessed thel we have o suitohle howse to work with, and hoppy we were oble fo change the heavy, reditienal chearar-
tee of the interies to o light, modern space using simple mesns ot 0 modest cost. I's evidence of the possibilities inherant in sven the mest bosic towshouse forms. Someday, builders
moy respand 1a thol avidence and provide more design chostes las vasious tastes. Until thes, sodly, the eptiens are lew. But they're nol, os wa discovered, nonexisten!. m
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London, Bedhoed Squars.

Cifinueed from page 25

behertoth oa a thind of a bot. And archi-
tevts with dessgn ideas are mostly conspaa-
muis by thoir absenor,

Sull, throigh sheer force of numbers, 4
Humiston approach to townbousis appears
te e cinerging, for good and il Unlike
calbes sisch as Paris o San Francisoo, where
thi: feviahanise Bype scrved §o hamsogicnine
ihe Background fabeic, in Howston the
eriphasis bas been noe on uniformiry, b
rather on eclecteisim, a reflection porhaps
i thie cary's hisdgepisdge namire and the
primacy of the imdividual house. A few
foctthenise developers have soughr large
patoels of land oo which eo think in Linger
ternis, anid blink-<sice developments
appearing on proviously unised lind have
iramabisrmcd the characrer of Lange parts of
sutitheast Midtown, In oeher areas, such as
ihic vicimiry of the River Claks Shoppinig
Center, the redevelopeson of smaller tracs
hats beeen so pervdsive that cotire resaden
inal serects have changad froem smghe-howuse
scale mo block afer Tohock of wawnbioese.
Bt while there have Ieen some interesting
truterludes here wnd chere, ot the urban
sale something & sl msing.
Indlividiabisns sl srmaps irbaniny,

Thie moe iyecal strsiegy in Hisusion
b b oo devebiogs ar g smaller scale in
e Esraldished neighlbswhoods, sabdivid-
ing ah few aw o o twi lots, The grome
iry o subsbivision and the current building
restrictions dicrave thar a Si-foot by 16
Fowrnt s Bt can Teasibly e divided ino
twin 25-frsir b 100 fiwm ferts — meresring:
Iy enwiajgh, the samie ot sioe as o SNew Tork
bsrorwmsaune, Biat by placing o 20-foos drive
dewwvns the mvididle, two inrerion ot can sup-
prien siw ponwnihoimses, And & singke comer
bt can b dividesd imo three 35-lma by 50k
fumit bists, Simce @ comer lor can sapporn
ime imore towinlssise than a similar interis
lest, il bocause cach ume bas dincce socevs
b chee saveet with no noed for comeniction
oif a commacn drive, comer kogs ane the
mant desiralde o developers,

Soch pievemenl development of smaller
propestses. for pownbouse use can radically
plter the wamire of existing neghborhosts,
B surprisingly, owmers of howses and
gl obsect in the disnepson of wale
and dewsiny, the violsion of prevailing st
back lmes, amd the kg shadows cast by
higgh walls consed by the iorsion of own-
hisuses, The revised devielopmens ordinance
ot leasy gives progerty owners whio are nog
utherwine pritected by decd resmicriom an
oppeamity o enliice provaaling serback
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lirves, amel his i iself can gremly discour
e devichipers, Bt in che ol you canme
imake a demser city it of the exwsting e
gakrw rexture, and sinoe Houston will e

denser, smimactheng has 1o giie.

Pertuaps a sislution for Howsoon's urban
groweh [aos in cisconiraging the laens pat-
rerm il =boiskend” development, coparalic-
g, o whe exnsnng predilecrion of foewn-
hovse dhevebopers soward the maore cfficicm
coirmir ot Imagine a pancrn where rows
o comuispenn tiwnhioises occur abomgg the
shary block colbecor streers, and acr o
=garchoises™ o single-Eamily hoiso on
gpuierer Jong Bk sereves. Small adjost-
macids i the planning ordmanee coalsl fos-
ner saich growth, while furcher discouraging
develspmicng om strects where stromgg hious-
i parerns aleeady exist. Fere one might
Twspe thar designess could leam the trick of
e this commer with an effecrively
abesipned umig for ehat spocial locagiom,

Pase if the ity s beginming w devichip
an urban panern based on the ownbouse,
i huas et to orente much of o tosenhoise
sryle. The dessgness of modem town-
hastiwes Bave mocommeml winh sevieral prob-
lerms et Baced by alder builders, The
s basic of thise m how o deal winh
the automsobile, ar beast two of which are
iypically arached s each dwelling uni.
The accommaodagion of 2 30-fos-wide
jrage, with it accamipanyimg divor, dove,
ard curb g, has beein windely seen as
borrimscimal o the pedisaninn character of
ihe srreet, especially in g umie chay iself
may be oaly 200 feer wide, The probdem of
ihe garage is not unprecedenicd, hinveven
Even historic iownhouses exhibin raised
Hloor bevels, a5 a3 way to get away Irom
thi: abier i ochowr sl the sereet asd 1 pros-
wide a lower service or basement oo,
with bridges across thie coal chate and
s e the oiry bevel, 5o the difficul-
iy i s the need for @ garage than how
the garage is bandled, Here, some desijgn
inspivarion s called fog, oo shify copliasis
froam the garage to the enary. and the
flosrs alswwe, The piems midvle s 8 grear
prafighin, Ad beast an sutomobile enry at
el level imiplies sonse connecrism 1o
the street. A mone egregious anti-urhan
redarsombip that has appearad alomg with
many now ownhoises is a wall Bacing
ifsie streer, shurting ofl completely any
consection between the public and the
private realm.

Another desigon dithioulny is the general
thvinress oof cusrrent comstrocnon and mate
reabs, This thinness arises mot s muoch from
i laghitmess iof the wasid frame — which
often criticized o beung sonmchany inade-
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gpaane, when in face it w an extransdinanly
stromg andl, i properly maintained, durable
FsiiaBings, sysuem — buar from chee thin
veneer and window systems that are ton
anfeen msedd slomg war in. A brick beaning:
wall, as eradizionaly osed, w12 w0 18 inch-
on thick wr e, while 3 modern brick
vencer on 3 wousd friome i 8 inches thick,
and the ubiggigoin EIFS = cxiemal insuls-
wion fimishy syssem, commonly called by the
eranke name Divyvit == & one ich over the
framw. Thee real problem here is not the
thamness ivself, buy bow builders have reacr-
i o i, which is to me EIFS plasisc char-
acrerisnics 1o apply a cake g o decora -
tion o the entine building. Tvpically, ihise
decosations violsre all rudes of classica!
ormansnt, good tasie, and general
restraing, Anid, on ihe subjeor of iappro-
prigte and ENCoMIve INLUBETVERTIN, Cant
we dhs withionar thise goofy parapens and
thawse lindke procass kevsoomes alwwe every
windiny and door?

Tradisiomal weossd dhisihle-hung wie
dinws have wisual depah and shadow, while
thwir comtcmporary alummairm counicrpans
bave tramse, mallion, and glass all esential-
by i rhee s pllanss, mesulting in @ cerean
s, I adddinion, the entire window
st at the surkace of the shearhing, making
i wery chse B the exienor veneer, In
Enyglish perroced hosses, window rovesses
il manwe imches o mawe wene reguired by
regilaticn o misinaice the indenions expo-
st by Bwming embers, Though loming
embers aren't 4 scrwsus orban problem any-
e, the shallivw ibopeh they led 1o
reanains appealing. A window manubactur-
er ool div & real serviee by designing a
windonw with some thickmess v i that
wonld not be prolabitively expeimine,

Bur there i 8 much deeper difforcsoe
berween the trasditiona] rwnbouse and s
e Hhiimseon commterpars than thin
wnadsrws anid overdecorated surfaces Ir is
i basic philosophical difference, and o
crucial jswnd 0o address i Hlowston is cver
por disgover ins own pownhosse building
rradinions, bn the case of the tradinonal
e ko, cach snghe property has feml-
el v b seem s a pare of @ greater urkan
comtimaiity, Tradatiomnal sownbose bieldens
sihwcribsed fo g common v of the ciry,
Thie design of their buildings came from a
baly of common experience, a ewditon
if costrugtm often expressed in patern-
books, Howses laked mgether 1 form
wtreets, and sereers combingd o make
cittes. Consistent building lines, matenials,
wil wimadovw types anad sircs mude cach
townbiise @ piece of the larger nrisn
whole, a backdrop to the variery of life
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“Roskend™ pattern of Howiten teweheuts develogment,

ahar ocourmed not just mside, bag gk o
side on the streets. Even Howsson develog-
ers o the 1920k anal “305 had such 4
wvisson: the bungalows many poople line so
much were the developer prodisas of an
earlier perod.

Bt in Howiston wlay, o single fowne
howse in mare likely 1o be seen as che ulti-
mate expressum of the mdiviboal, even
thamigh it may be designeid by @ developer
wryimgt oo akistimguash Bimself in the mar-
kerplace. Each towmbouse, or group of
tovnhesses, can shout, “Here | am.™ A
city generuncid by this poede s an sccu-
msilami il disconmecied ksl epiaodes,
cach comipeting: for soientaon, Dromically,
this apgenach doos linile oo sappon i
public discowrse, Rather, it enables the
inividual o mrm within, 1w pursoe s
Enterests in private,

And what whwout the archineos? Either
by builders” disinclination o wiliee their
services, oF the archivecrs” disinclinarion o
prowide them, architeces have nad been
invalved o any grear degree i the Curmen
rominid ik iosnhoise productise., B cven
maowe fundamentally, archireos may be
disinchimed to engage in anonymougs ciny-
puaking. The anchirec is erained o swe
cach builifing as a oritique of the stans
g, i wiirk of are Exprossion and sovel
o are highly valued and rewanded. T
fewak it sy as pairr of the arban fals-
i, lmwever, reguires the oppasine podim
wrl wiesw, Thie architcer maist pamicipabe in
AN ONgEnng Process, mist aceept the prios
steps i the evolurion, snd then smpeove
appsen Eher po pass on 1o the Bext stage
ol development.

What ehat means or foownhouses in
IHhimistasn o semple an conscepe, i difficule
excouden, It mcam limsking o what others
are doimgg ot i order o oome up with
smscthingg radically ditferem, bur m onder
b cemnie s with somerhing cornpanible, It
et ik endless selfcxpression, bt an
active search foe a Mowusion avle, o at
bexst o Honstom approsach.

Wit shasisdid thar sayle, thar approach,
bl Thewe are ne casy amvwvecrs, Bl thene
are s drhan prnciple: tar mighs wrve
an giisletines. Eschew mveliy; ombrace
repeiinion sl baild for e comrimairy of
ihie wrban fabwic; address the seree keep
ihe Eagade simple; resmain embellishnsons:
e pasisd maerials and comoenteane tham
where they will dis thee miosa goend. And in
a ity ihat W growing ever o dense,
where the spae: herwoon pople is shrink-
g as ehe compecriois between them
expand, always seevve 1o di one thing:
Respect souir neighbors, 8
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thie Trerway s o st of parifscarssn, 1h

m comild becomne

remarkable progect was spearhesded by a

gl sty of iy bssr i prosipe anel

Civic asmocratms wha convinced I|'|
lewas Deparimgnd ol [ranspasrtation thai
this wirs g mesre reasonabde solunon than
l.'.|||||I|||.: o iloalslie-d thll_.! thee ovwverbaur
abened roadwar. The wale giwl expense o

the project s daunting, bur when com

|I|| ] i will CHHET TR COM

ARCITN Sl roes |'|-|||.l|| wvard

NN Y ERls
e cmimas
RAT] B thial Mlimreoss will soon « T,
Jnw VT, ¥ il rem §iTh, wmless e I"".||'_-:
by gee span LLA, 59 can igsell mend the
i, perhaps by hecommg a contempa

rary versiod of the Ponpe Vecgho

Mapy of thie ualdisgs thar lme Monmos

Bowlevard are cecripe, i the Kol
that estihlish an arban backgroand
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v aramid oaig aw oa part il A reperiiEe
il letide dertwun i S TImEETs thae have
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el m 55 v a

t block im the shadow of L%

Kirksey angd parmmees Lanoe Camodwm amd

s et Chasurona e creale 8 COmaner

il deae ||l|_l|I!l:‘.|' that hagh Ol as
eimrrce Thee |'|||'||.. sireet and conraseed o
geluded ks estrian [RlAL RIS maele withan
LW I'\.|'I"|I|' | LT, i RHERCSS AN
tliermarive bo Bhe autosclomanated strip
srmerc il lin

venters thar Bl ehie ciry’™s

perlamals. B ar was never maae than s
Bempah it weonalad v

il |'l.l'|'|| lamumil

nevalead fo b b parove 1

roaw | ! 3l

It a perplesmg anoneabyy shores hcated
betimal the exteran frontagy, o, oven
sorse, on the second oo, went unnn
ticvel. Dheipite womming several desgm
awards af was tmoubled almost brom th
bepmmmng. by 19T the center was 35
percent ey and bell ibo loreclosre
ool bz afftee, 18 lost two o s bigseer
chents, Banama Kepubhe aml the apsaal
Anthony s restaprant. 15 was alsn rrom
Islied By masnanagerment 0 the hamls of
Resnluemnn Drast ©orpsoragaom, wihuch
mever seemed o wisderstand what o e
with the property. [ty a oo thing the
dint throw the balyw out with the bath

awraier, thowmeh, Today, anchared by long

Eermie her 4 debicatessen tha

mawvied brom s locanion Closer T the

s, and the upscale Kodwisnl

Lirill, the cenrer soemms (o lasumd s
metict: Mlasn Street [ heateor icoupaes a
back cosrmer of the cosmplex, and most o
the m-between and upstams spaces have
becumse asllices
A lertle tartheer nord ac 41000

Moatrose 18 the Canepanile, Bay Basley
prohitects nafeworthy onmverseen o tha
Central Church ol (Chewe, Willinm Ward
Woatkm, 141, 1'™47

wential anlkl

| e Foest oy e
tiv b comnsbrocted o the

Fmdevand follvwng the apae o deesd
resfrictaons, the church m 1986 had s
educationa| wing made over inko shinps,
restaurants, and ol oes, whale the maim
sunciuary vwas made availabile 1o the

I e |
plan i the coemples neatly emdsrages &

Howasion Pabbic Llsrary whapaf

seriabl Frome-courn parkeng lof that s

]
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sopticiimes ieed Por ouidooe Sctivmies
several lamge aparmmient progects also
attract mstice, among them rhe twin tow
ere of the Pare 1Y and WV Cosdomininngs
ab &4 amd 30 Masmdrose, Jenkins
Hodd Crbery Saxe, 1963, 195, The 12
seory buibdings dwart chetr negghlsses amd
could have mmthicred comsderable damage
tis the street lad they tolloseed the pre
swnt-day prastice of gamishing up-.\.|.|:
aparrmeet Bualdlimgs w ith garedi, dhemaric
decoranon, Instead, they exwde the sosd
ied stimpdicaty anal precivion of dhe msd
e mavement in chearly expressed inodo

lar comsdnechion ol & whine concrele rame

and brcke imfill, The rwo buddings are
well sigeed, wtly isie heelimiz the street
cdppe angd the otlwer seppang back e one
e o e L L L LT o

e Caviert ar Moseum's Cade, o some
what avverbeanmg postmodern, persud
picoe o ERs vintage a1 #I0E Montrose,
Compendimmm, 1985, s lowerise i gy bt
bulky angd over-coded i ellect. The i
cate prlan densely fis 47 units and neces
sary rarkiog ome a relatvely samall o,
st smuotheors 1% cxternes space withan a
formindable brck wrappes, giving it the
sk s @ forefved enclave, 2 ook parrally
relicvend by exuberans Lisdscaping of the
narroaw skrap of grovnd beoween the build
g and the sidewalk

Mearby at 4801 SMontrose was, aaril
recrmily, @ vividly pamied, suborban ranch
howse that had been moved from o loe
iecroms the satreet (o make space for Tiell
Fark, 1 nesghborhood-scaled garden
reagte with o pool and foumam. The
himise huid morked) el emtrance gis

Ceramerey Gables, E Suanley Mper, 1928,
a revivalisg Brigsh, Tudorstyle eosdbential
illape loconed i o Lamdscaped 13T acre
serning. Apartmunts are still there an the
rear al the site, b where the hoise was
s noew cmpey Land on which a 1%aton
high-rise apartment balding will swm be
1-r|,'.,r|_-|:l. Ih'| .~|1||r|"|r|.|' |h|||-|||1!1 sl ol
Larmicrey Gaables was thie I||.|||||.:|.,|' ul @ laat
tle berween presorvationists whe wanted
1 wave the |¥||||.,|:|I:-. .|l||,| Illrr |r||.:|,:|_'r
Cmmpamies, which sees the Lind sapjsorr-
g e JHI bsle-avle amirs. Tin el cinn
et il |||H.|l|.'||.|d|'\. '|'I||'.'|L i ol
|.LII||I‘|I|..I SIS Div &ave r|‘||' :'\1:r||“l|n|_'
ECEMEN il {.1.|r|l|-|'-| L [-:hlr\. W BiEs ||||||
Fiss |.I!|.' |h| HiE s |'|||I|..|l\.||;" u..||| fissl h|,'
NETY |.II||‘IrI.'IlIHH|_|I"II' { 1] rl'q_- \||ru|||||-,|||1!1
I|.1IL|L'I|L|.L| iw ||¢|!|El-||lhluu_‘|., .|1I-\,| Y puor
rend more af Fhr AT Fi Supiie,

1 -.|II|||.|| ek il ..||l|.‘|:_|:|.|;|r||g| l1||_ [T
el P il rl'-|' sIFeEcE o ur r.'.j
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MU RTHREONE

SUBURBAN THAN

LFFEN SPACLES AND 5PLIT BY

wHILH

MARKRE RUFCYM

s le of rhe mmyasenm districr was chameed
b thie cosesermctiom of 3000F Nbomirose,
Canlemasn and Rolle, P98 a kefry 22-
unry concrete apartment Beilbing tha
I||.||.I|.'|.'.|'|'|.| amal |.|1I..Ir!|.'|.| s II|.'J|!!||I-||!. |||.|
once Tashaomabde Park Mazn hoeel, Prsisr
tin the powerning condominiein, the Plars
Hoeel, lomeph Fimges, 1926, the Waraick
“||I:|'|I .1r||.| [N I'||'.1I'h!.' \'hllrl.'h LW
mave the area 8 muse o less amilorm ves
tical scale, The Finper Companies toved
with the ides of rede vielipang the mine

BEGINMNING,
RO LEVARD

URBAM,

WaAN REMONYED IN

FilR

stiory Plaza Hotel as an offser o the dam
agge they were plannimng 1o do o Giram
ercy Caables, bt have abandiomed the pro
et am ton ooty

Witln ds wrban fFame, Maomirose Boul
vvard 18 more amfaciual than contrivel
It Pepresens i sireet thiit las evolved oat
ol real evenis e uFramg i real e,
[here is an ARy -up.11|.|| LTt
ehire 1l s bard o -e'\.|-|.||||. A pakisg thu
picvailitig |1||||||.i|1|;:. lirne, p-h.'L.rl:\. il spacy
il i lavinia take on a degisc |||.:ur.t|
character that dases nor exist on strects
wher |'H|||-.hr||:, lines ane other ||1~|nlr|z;¢'-
AR '|-r|||q.||'|!-|'-t afc h.rup|||--||-.kg.' fal
Lovwesl, Bashsere Blaswell, the former dean
il Princeton™ School of Archirectone,
arts oul an argument for such |'||J|.I."i- F 11
havirg the |4|.|.||l|t of “wweet disorder
andl the carefully carcless,™ It is puossi-

CIRCA 1911,

was MORIE

FLAMKED RY
AN ESPFLANALDI

FHE 19405 TO

SMUORE TRAFFIU

bke,™ Nlawwell wrimes, i soe all culmeral
ALAFEELEA P (6 § B I'..'|!|l1l|l l.l|.||-un..|.' i
PO Eivssiife A |‘l.||.l|l...,|.' '|I-|.11.'.'|_-._-1| |_||:IH|||
A inspiration, berween oider ansl das
||-J|j|'r. (L] |.||.I'|.III'|I|. avsniim ol -|:|l|.|l|lg|:|'.
Iaificule as the arrribiates imay secsn 160
b, and in spite of the Eace thar ar any
L Eimeg ||1|'-. iR RS I L1} -u|'||'|-||u||:HI. I|I| §
e |'|||r|-| |_|||1|,|'HI|..,| [ L |-l.|||l.;|:. |J|1r|'| |h-|'
RN ReE — s -\.l.l:lr_ﬂlq,lr 1¥l |.,|.|l|1|||| lll,'l.'-\,|-
|.'|.| Eil Jiskipfe I||I-| Eid ®IFLCELIE A6 VT f8if

erisinig Hatiare T

Fowr architects sorkdmg in verms ol
sach am sdea, the challenge is nast (o cre
ate everywhere the parterss i order far
which their sducation prepaires them too
well, This has been tmied by the plannier
and the archifeces ol subvierbhs ool model
cities, and has prodeced linle beyond
swial and culiural entropy angd borediom
The real challenge & o mediate bebween
a stithing pre-determined order amd ihe
lisarder of wsbividoo] marcissmm angl
through that io shepherd change, This s
mnt @ sempee fask, particularly in plices
seich as Mlasiibeone, where mcarssoms of
seedimess threaten stability, Amd when
such incufsssis ane soccessbally resnred,
they make the area fargers for prastin-dri
ven, large-swale developonen,

Maa Sloiatrose, bath boulevard swd
surromnding commamiry, las a deservesl
reputation tor selfbserving acmvism, Here,
bagthes have boon paned aver mans
issniva, s of them quie remarkahle, In
P a groop of Mongmse residenits
becanie frmseraced thar pobice were
doung endstizh to stem a rash of vandalism
and ear chefi, They organized a march on
the haoane af one of the susypected vandaks
chanting =leave us alone™ and carrving
saprs in English and Spamsh, The demon
stratimy vwibs Followed by a resnstituned
IR ;l.llrllr. I another case. @ negh
barhood civie assscianon carmed on @
three-year campaangn o et Laree mouneds
of san remosel from omaber the L5, 59
overpass. The sand had lsen stored there
for e i the highways in case of freee
ing weather. Bt it had becone an eye
s, ane A atrackan 10 vagrants whio
sk aip resiliner ander the vuaduoe

Neomttose Boolevand's promie Incation
makes i Aipe for plocking, Alreasly, mis
puided visbmns ef a maich demser srreet il
sparimenis, whisch o one versson seould
create Ihocks il Fark Avenoe-like span
ment mid-rises with shops bescath, dask
some developery and archirecrs. Bist
irhaniation docsn 't neccssanly mcan hig
per, o requine the higher densites ol the
| h-cenmary East-coase arban muslcl,
Mrither does it mean the wholesale reciss
imp of arcas of the ity o similagssms il
the MNew Urbandsan, especially when the
iproating of A e urhan past is a
mart of e bamnszin, Fore oo, the e
ierhanieanon may be the s thar has
1'l.||||.1'|l -||'-"|F- "..I|||1|r||-..r |'||||1| ||.|-..-|.||||||:,1
0 Westheimer, Monirose Boubevard could
U..-\.'". |.'-|_ AR :1,.1|'|I'|'||.-|' 115 lu|.|-|.1l' T3] ||.||..u.'\.|||,'|,|
i |I:| r||.|!."1|i h-i_' CRj rn_-.j fak Bimisk |||.1' u.j||_'r|
IE is il jis ]h.'\-\.l lh'|'|.||.|||-cl. [ |
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An Architect’s Journey

Madip Jehason & Tevas by Frasl Weleds
Ningfpar: |limapwrsaty of Tien Pross, 2K
298 e, ilies,, 35995

Reviewrd by William E Stern

]'|1|I|1l |!5-1I'.I|||||'- b LANGET = Ay MK I ||‘||'|1||-
% .| withy Tesss dk any |'-'|.||.,r E||' |'|.|J.
worked o ehe Uniiced Seanes. Ower thie
courve ol five decades, the ORigs-basrn,
""h:;l.-. Yanrk il.lwl_‘l .|l.,||.|l|_'|_r |1.|l|. |'|:'\..,.l|l'||' i ]
||'l|.|-. |l|l1'll.-ull'||'|||||1I i 1|'|1|.'|||.|.|r1. ||p.1|||'
prvrlucing major ikdines in Houston,
Ihallas, Foerr "Waareh, amid € Ll { Biriani
|1l.|.,|. Fire '.|.I'|‘|| rhl_' :"ull'llﬂ |||||_|u.- [1}1]
19840 amd then weth dovwmtorwm Hasistion's
Penrail Mace m 19786 — Jokrasn s
Fiig I,_n.'!.ll. TS i SEFIE I|:.|I |'||' |:|1i'|:-|'|l-.,'| -|r
thie alireciion sl ll'uu!-rl:l .|I..|1I:|.'..i||||' iFi
lexas. Amaringly, in e oot decade ol
it and rhe |'«|.1'II-IH|IIIJ.' ol Tis sixeh decade
ol wasrk in Texas he is completing rhe
dedimn of Diallps® pigante Cathedrsl ol
Hawpe. Inaleed, Tesas amd its parrons cin
Lay rigghttod claim o emsrning the sioess
ul Johmuon's architectural cameer, Withann
lexas patramiage, thar carcer could have
heen quute different. Maoreower, the baild:
s of Pluilip Jodmsom in Texas exemplity
thié estremes oaf s work, brom the mgor
and pelined l|'||.'|.T,.ll'||.|' anl | Bisissgin
Ulniwerssiy ol 5. [ homeas od the 1951 o
the kitsch and parody evoked by the
Crescent, a [allas sifice and Botel com
plex of 1985, Looking an Jodmson in
lexay is pne way o undersiang] hes over
all career, whale a1 the same fime provid
g 4 window mio the power and patmon
dge that bk the stare aburing the secomd
balf asl the 20th century.

This m exactly what Frank Welkdh set
it ton ey by Plrdl loskienoy o Tevas, Whas
e e appealing aboue Wielch's fasomating

by is thet o can be read besth as g com
densed Biography of Johnson and as a
bk albii the Texas clients whae sup
posrted his work, While most of the book
ascuisees b Jobson me Devas, Wetch alsn
includes substntual biographical miorma
thon, giving the reader an overvew of the
archirect™s life ama timees. Welch beging
and enads his bk with a visit 1o the Glass
Howse m Mew Lanaan, Conmecisond,
[edimsoin’s MNew Englamd residence amd the
busilelimy comsidered 1o be his archeectaral
masterpicee, Uhver has profesonal like, the
Bpw Canaan estaie has served as a laborn
pisey foet changes m Johmsons approach o
archieciare, After completion of the sieel
tramme Lalass House, wlach swas heavaly
mdebiee tis the work of Johmenn™s fr
pevat millience, Mies van der Bobe, Jobwi
soin expanded the vasiie, addiog 2 el
al structiones — g, them the urder
mromined Pantimg Caallery, 1965, amd the
weulpeine Caallery, 1970, hath o house his
exteniive collection of mesdern are; the
Library Seadv, VERLE amil the recently
commiplered Gaie Hhowse, 1995, which
will serve s o wismor™s pavilion when the
Mew Canaan oviate s Bespueathad ot
Magiomal Truse for Hstore Proservation,
Thise baldimgs, along with several open
air pavilsmis, dicomenr the sivlsne shibs
i Jishmsomn s wiwrk, revealing an archibso
vihien s whegod unprodicably, as of fsh
nam, rather than a dear evolving idea, has
determmined his development,

Wekdi's probsguc outlines Johnsn's
lile froam the o ol kis | % bargh o
Cleveland po that momens i the Line
Vs when he vas inerosduced 1o s st
Texas parroais, l:'ll|1|||!|ll.|1|u anad Jishin die
:".1lr‘||||
VEATE Eadimie. s ||'|l-.|l.'i|ll-1l.|l.|.|lr el
noE ar Harvand, bis vime as the firse
direcoor ol the l:'l.'|.l.II|||ll.'l|! ol Arcln

The Meopraphy of |ishasion's carly

fecrune a0 Mew York's then-new Miuscum
of Modern Art, his decwion a1 see 34 90
[RErslE o cAPEET a1 I|l-\._|'L|I:|'|.rI.||'l' il |!.1l-
vards Caraduate Schase of |||,'\I|.;|:._ amal
the hegimming of thar carecr. Welch
iusucthes om a dark -.|.,r|. il II.'-.Illl'Hllll'a 1_'.1!|1
VAT, wlesir ||‘I|i||,; |I|I-| 'l'.lrl:l!|.l_'\. He ik .I.I|,|-|.
Higher anad his amraceion wo righn wing
Thlf'lltlﬂ |'h.|-||l'|-|.-. |.||.|r||'|F_ the LM presam,
bt the masse impaoreant event of those
wears was naenepaslinseal. Wirh arn Isisvor-
an Henry HI.|H'||'II I !r|.| |I., L]® L, |||h:|u.l||.
werpganiacel = The lmermanonal Sevle,” 4
semual exhibigton s the Museum of
Mawlern Ar that hl’lllﬂ'_lnll [Ty dif ."|.I|H'I|-\. JAf
msdience the wark of the grear Earopean
misdernas Mees van der Rohe, L Cos
Iimer, LLE Chid, amd Walter lhn-|'-m-..

[T S them sade b side warls leaaders of
America’s progressive architecture such as
Flowe amil Lescaee and Bichar! Newra,

By the vime |obnsen reachesd |ar
vard’s Ciraduate Schowl of ||'|'\|F_II (TR [
Walter Corospeus was s alirecine, and rhe
sichenenl weas a1 else forcfromt of the moden
mirvement in the Uhnited Seages. For his
thests progect, Johmson designed and baaly
& howese o humsell m Cambsridge osd
ehed alter Misy van der Rishes coarmyvard
hinases. Bollowengg a sttt i che anmy,
Jashmson maeved fo Mew Yoek, where he
drvided his tome between o small archinec
tural pracice andd his old posicion o
SoMA. The greganios Jobhoson made
friemds easibyy one s modern sl
Sary | .|.||-rr:|. who mirodbiced o g an
array ol artses, archaecos, and socially
comnecied art patroms, His associagin
with Callery privesl to be the lmk thas
fersd browgghd |ohnasn to Toxas, [n 1945,
i A visit b Mew Yook, fohn de Meml,
who knew Callery, asked ber oo meoom
macriel an arclaieeet (oo his mew howse m
Hamsponn, Callery intrmlueed the vomg
executive gl collector to Jolimson, who
by that time was bailding his Class
Honirse, Seimin p|.|||.-. were bt miile dod
Joslerimann o vasat Houseon amd mee
Sdenil's wale, Domimigue, Recalling his
anticiption about that trp many years
Later, Johivsenm old Welch, = You bei | was
cxiifed — my first imposrtane house and
m fewms o bk,

Wihae bollows i ithe story o f'||||r|'- |asdiri
st simud Temaw angamized chromobogically,
beprimaing witls the Menkl Hloise and end
g with the Cathedral of Hope, Each
Fraibibiag et s trented m adetal, frosi
hivw ghe comiimissnm came o be o a thor-
outh descrpesan il the codpleted wark,
What makes this book so enticing s the
telling il the story, mnsch of whish was
parnered from infervacws wath chicns,
fracnads, crimes, and associates off folmson.,
Lengthy gquotes from fese iserviess give
the sty 4 sense of imaiedisey, claridying
how baildings are cosmmissbned, buaib,
and eritically evaluated, The projecis ane
lluisarared with drawaimgs, vintage pho
potrapls, angl beaumifully compaised con-
temporary phistographs viken by Mol
Heester, The black and whiate Sormar is pas-
pcularly appealmg, and a reminader of jus
b sharp and clear architectural phoiog
rphy can e when i cschews ull coldor,
Fishasam s warky skt with
Dioamimigue amd John de Meni] provided
thee caralyvst ler durthet Cosmivissobs in
Teman, Pt oandy il bie desigm the Menil

» 4v] teew) lel 13

Hiowsstiny bimae, o i was theosgh rhe
:".1I,'II||-.' LTI RLTIIN |.-.|'|il the Lmiversity of
St Thowers that fohrson was asked 1 pee
pare & master plan bor the schaonl, o well
aw to ddesigns three o the campus” ew
Psusldiogs, esrablishimg the darecton for
||||' Slieml Mosise aml
the Limiversiry of St Thoeeis busldings, all

FIINIE Qs T E s

iil '-'I.hl..'h A lll-,h't-rﬁl‘ Fi |-|'-'|Irl'-|:rl". I
Mo van der Raodwe, ser an examiple thar
-|'II|.|H.II.Ii.'\,'n| rhae VEHAPL s T W it A0
wil Mowmscon anchireers wi the digection o
msisdlern design, Chie oof thise archiseos,
Flavward Barmsaore winh Pressom Paslni,
hecame the assicure architeo wigh
|ikimscin omn che S0, Thamnras baildigts Baner,
with eiv parmner Eagene Aubry, Bamsmne
would ke over the buaikling of the
Kotk Chapel, the lasr fohmson aaldmg
comrmssinned o ihe Menals, Johmaon's
wirk for the Neendls alsan '-""Hl"l thic e ol
Jane Chwen, dasghier ol Flumble O co
tounder K. Lee Blatter, lemding o the oo
misainm o ithe FRoobles CUharch i Sew
Hammoony, Indions, o clear seylisse depar
fure Bromn shmsoms Slies-sinHuenosd work
im Flowstom

[hrowgch thaeir patronage of art and
archatecture i thee 1950, the Memibs
became mcreasingly promasnt i\ Tess
wltrad cardles, Ohoe o thear fnends, Ruih
Carter Johmson, dagphiter of Fordh Wortk
misisher Amon Canes, was invited to 4
weekiend celetwation her the Bedsoarion 4
s Limbversaty of 8. Thomas buslelsmgs
where shie met Jolmson. As she recalled
lagee; *There was o weprm mmedivie Fap
Pt andd we just oo aling famomby, We
talked abus everyirhing from pardemnmg oo
i ol e ting. Bebore the weekend was
oaet | asked lam f be would come B Fon
Wil il talk 80w absoist designing
I Naal's mrsevivoreal. Hle sawl mdesd he wasly)
amd was soon back i lewas.”

The hudlding Ruth Jolmson relerred o
bocame the Mamon agter Miscum, com
prlereal e 1%L By then, Jobinson kad bro
ken woth his Ingernational Sevle moors,
favwering mebead an eclectic moslermasan
doseribed by one disapproving erinc as
“halbet-school classcism,™ The openmg o
the Nmon Carter Mausewm was a siggniki
want event for a oy with the nckname
=i, and From that day forward,
Fort Wsrtly would moreasingly be viewed
i a plawe of art and cubene, As Welch
perceptively piints o, the hirng ol
nationally recogniecd architects po basld
i Tesas became mcreasingly popular
“Wealihy Tesaw legan o regularly here
East Coast architects to dosign then
aniportant burldings,™ he wrenes, <k
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wocmied m be culrarally safe o stick with
o well-kinown bagg-ciy Ivy Lesigine anchivect
with dessgn credenniale, Laer the range
i estoemed-architeen sclection would
beisaden and became imternatsamal,™ Just
devwn the hall from the Amion Career
Muscurm ds Loals Kaha's Texas master-
pacce, the Kimbell Ar Museam, dedicated
o DT Mo wiwder comstrmction acros
the strect from ehe Kimbell is a pour-ide-
oree work oof architeciure by Japanose
archirea Tadan Ao thar will soon
hemise the Fort Werth Muscurm of hogd.
ern e, I 1970, at the behest ol Ruth
Carter |ohrson, Philip Jehoson reiurned
v Forn Waerth to desigin the Fom Waoreh
Water Garden.

Fasllowing s sticoissss i Houston and
Feier Waareh, if weis aiscvienle thar Jolinson
wunilel receive @ comimsson o Dallas, In
ihe carly 196005, Gi the adhice of Hiousron
patrnn Jane Iaffer Chwen, Dallas contrac-
tonr Hieriey . Bock and his wife Parey hired
Neshinsan 1o design eheir house, Jhason
had recently completod an opoi-air serise-
vire o an ariboal poad ar his Mew
Catihan estate, The arch vwstaf thae delmed
the pasrtion of the Amoi Carer Miscam
was expandod upoa i thin colsmnaded
wax-Frsng-hggh =l ™ wlneh weis not rall
ciwnigh b st 0 withwue bending over.
Ar the Beck Hasre, Johman explisded the
Bually mimiand o full scade, orearing an odd,
prandicss hosise that wis the opposine of
el relened, cloging dhwelling tar he laad
desmgra] binr the Meniks, bisleed, isne of
Jihimsin s wiwk tn Palbin ever achieved the
stanire ol his work in Hooston and Fom
Weieth. Referring s Liter 1alas bisildings,
the Crescent and the high-rise office build-
atigd, Moo Mlace of 1997, Moo
architectural critic Stephen Fox olwservid
ghiae *Philip hualmsson wived bis wore Tesas
aiillimgs fowr Dhallas.™

lnicheed, by the gl $ibs, Jolaimon bad
imenersed himsell in the paper-thing pos-
iadern Ibgencisny that had mvadal dechi
tectural proctice throughour the Uniged
Siates, shivwing a lack of o comdestem poving
sl wiew ehae led erinies ro diseviss ham as 2
micre sexbisg, sl ni longer a leader i
design, Among the Johimun buildmgs in
Tesan thay suatfened the fse off gromsoas
hisgoiciam are the University of Huspaon®s
College of Archireomre, 1985, and uld-
inges for an office park in Sugar Land, The
Cresoem i Puallas, dhe Coblege ol Archs-
eccanire, el the Sujer Land buikifings,
while dear aned bogical i sring amd plan,
fanil an wiorks of architecrire and mark che
bost poit i Jrobimsian’s Tienas wasrk,

Bt befone biing bitten by the post-

Iflll 4 =

masdern baig, Jobnssn prisdiscnd s of
hia miowy significant Texas work, reviring
ton the clarmy and imageation of s earli-
o Texas buildings. Beginning with the
artfully abstrace Art Muscum of Sourh
Texan in Corpus Clrisri of 1972, this peri-
ol culminated in @ serbes of Himisron
office buildings that would e only reviee
fisharsion’s caree, bus wanild also help
put Howston on the oaiion's archivectiral
map. This nime Jolnwa's patron was
Cerakd I3, Hines, o man guite differci
firom the grehirecr's cultiral parroms of the
[ 450 wind 19600, A former mechanical
ehgineer from Indians, Hine began his
career s a Howson developer with a
seeries af musdestly dessgoed swoeaoey
alfice buildings on Richmond Aswenine,
Wisrking with architect Harwoos Taylos
af Hamiston's Mewhaios & Taylos Hines
wan persaaded that o) design need mist
beael eo contly buiildings, and might cven
resadr via higher ponige, Sisai Hines sl
retain Hellmmeh, Obata & Kasabam ol
S Lamirs b slesign the Gallena, which
became a trend-setting mix ol retail, o,
and office space.

Ar thar time Hines became acguaaimicd
with L5, Brochsiein, who owned Bisd thas
he hoged 1o develop near thee Galleria,
Hlires perstisbod Brochsiein ts et the
Hines osrganization lease the propeny, on
which they wisnibld budd & compsles o
high-rise afisce building. Brochsein
agreed, bur wamed & say i e selecrion
ol the architecr, Himes came wp with an
imirial Tt af raically promipem archi
tects, o which Brochstein sdded the name
af Philip Julasois, Beschseein, whio oaned
A buiness specialiving in custom mill
wirrk installanions, bad come w know sl
admine folison when his company sup-
plicd thie pancling and cabinees for e
A Carer Musewim. Chice again the
linkied chidin of Johnson parmois wisill
el By wweww cosmumisadionis, The first was
Fiar whar woiild becaane kniwn av the
Pomst Clak Conrral boildings. The second
was Tor Pemngod] Plage.

These buildings came of a crucial time
in Jishnson's careee In the early 1977k
T had formsed a parinershap witch
[oha Basrggoe, and ropgether they had
embarked on the design of the 1S
Center in Minnecapaolis, an office power
amal enchmed retail comter comeated o
mafjoining blocks with pedestrian bridiges.
Then in his mulaiatics, Johnsan was
beginning a womingly new career, this
nme a5 a favered architeee for high-rise
e banlelings, |sshmson's associatin
with Cerald D, Hines was fotuisous for

heeh mies. The Post Ok Cenirall coms-
plex, 1975 19K, and the twin towers ol
Penneail Place, 1976, were noted for thes
imuaganearive rethinking ol the standandiped
rectilisear speculative obfue nowes, irane
furmed fsn abjeos of pore geometne
sonilpruare best apprecisted From the searby
frecways while raveling ag 64 miles per
Bonar, While he was s aline im this,
Joshmsons Bcbpeesd st 0 mew digection for
America’s highorse offive buildings, Hines,
o impresario, bepelied s conmpany amd
Hammaan with maperessive: srchiteomine thay
atractes] tenanas willing o pay pecaium
remims, Thee FHinew ol oollaborsmon
contimecd with the beacon of the Callenia,
Trarsco Towee, 1983, the allest busileling in
Amnericn outsich a dovwpwn oo, ansd the
RepublbcBank buildings 1984, which sits
wppenite Penmeol Place, JohmonMongee’s
practice expanded o mehide builidings in
mape Anwecican cities inclading Mew York,
Chvicapes, Ardarta, Dallas, Boston, and San
Francisen, Much of the eredit loe the archi-
ety sucoess belongs 1o their Howseon
patron, the engineer tumcd developer
Carrald T3, Hines,

Juksna’s career i Texas canse full Gir-
e the 199k, whien he was called back
an b Uaversigy of St Thaonuas to desipgn a
whapel. Abways enanwsred of the ket
wreisds i architecture, [ohmon abandoned
ihe grave snd nusless scale of his 1950
St Thisimas buildings for o ansomne thas
bsiswed im pary to e ther-Fashionalle
tremd i archirecire culled “deconsro
tivisnn.™ Ax a resln, the Chapel of 52
Basil, 1997, feels out of place, overpower
inig the spare, mioslern builifings that form
thee comnpun” acaslenwic mall, By vhe lae
s, Jialsrmion appeared more in commerol il
thin sylsseic shife with his ol design for
the Cathesdral of Fope m Dallas, 3 baild:
ingg clearly influenced by the work of
Frunk Gy, architect of the Cuggenbeim
Museum in Bilbao, Spain. And there may
b mminre iy oo = in PP, at the age ol
92, Jobumson, with his new pariner Alan
Maichie, was asked by Tesas ARM repent
Juhn Limdsev, 1 soceessful Houston bine
FIRAITAE, TiF ;Inmrr an X {usi- thie
ARM College of Architecture,

Frank Welch's -'Ir.l.flp I-IH'H#H.I'I o Teras
i o bk that shoubd finsd o wide ands
ence, Iriells dwasmur‘ ol age story ik
Tesan wities from the post-war years to
thesr J:.'n.:mu,: i in the "6, "TUs, and
"Bl Mo mquﬂl:mﬂ}', the bk hlrm“t.
s life ihe F"‘ll[ﬂt‘ i LR TRARTREY hehind the
story, Throogh the shifes and meandenngs
of Juhmson's work, Wielch caprures enends,
bsth il anedl bon, 1 the evadation of

Amierican archireerire aver the Lisr lalf
coimiry. While nog a critical biography,
Philip Jobmseis & Texas disos raise appio-
priaie questions abowr the qualivative dis-
paritics in fohssn’s work., Frank Welch
has produoced o book that captures the
spirit aned mystigue of Texas sinee the
1950k, 2 book abour the individuals
whane derermined convicton challenged
the sranas quo fo advance the saie’s cul
trpl boaumgdanies, and, fnally, o book
about Philip Johnson, an Easterner who
practically gist his start s an architect in
Texas, where his work saill fhsurishes 50
yeurs Later.

Infrastructure Lost

Ovrganization Space: Lambscapes,
Highways, and Houses in Amenica
I Keller Fasiferling. Comibrulge,
Mageanohusert MIT Frezs, 1999,
208 pp., illes,, 315,

Reviawwed tny Ketth Kewrenviede

Eeller Faserding’s Ohrmamzation Spuice s
moal 0 basol aboun anchaectore. That womoe
tis sy, hoaever, that it m ool relevant
archriectoril decomre. I w, [h'n"|u:|:r
bocaiise it eschiws ain ||hn:l-ﬁl|.'uﬂ!1] per-
pochive anid mistead L 10 bR ithe P
anid m;q;.“uqtlnh.al [ﬂr.rdl.p.rm ihiit detier-
Emine our pi1.}'u:n'| enroininel.

It the doeriain ol Clrganiaeiion Spaee
architecture 1w syimpioimate of the mwelh
B, 0 lack shereod, of hl'p:r. nf e
inviihle, infrastrocnines. The book s an
attempt b reveal those infrastructures, o
expone the anderlving procedural history
wif the Amercan bindwape. Whike otlser
wibseervers asf our suburban nation may
benaaan the acahetic degradarion of the
envirosninent, Easerling e ai so miach
wusrrienl that the envirenmem s ugly as
that it 1 stapid, She s, vherelore, s


http://siand.in.li/ed

imterested i the physsal arifacts she
examirs — landsapes, highways, and
houses — than in the organizational foros
that determine their sparial arrangemon.

T Easterbing, the wisible solids of oy
eravironment are nothing more than the
concnete manihostanom of the olnple,
immnazerial, gl often condlicring proos-
nrls of peshinics, economecs, ond techmnln
igv. Easrerling s an architect, oot a haaon-
an, ondd ber examination of these proto-
corly — 4 perm she repears throughour ler
hosoki Iike & maners tis refer v procediomes,
organizational fornurs, ks, pobicies, and
general developmend guidelines — o, in
effect, o search for sites of opportunicy
within the systens thar continoe to direct
ot spatial development.

Cirganization Space i dooded mio
three seonons that jdsress whar Easverling
describes gs "eccentrig epleodes™ m the
phmning of American lanbcapes, high-
witys, and subdivebons, The episisles are
eeceninic e Easterfimg becawee they
mendved aliernanve design practices, ones
that sought to define new relamonships
hetween varous infrasiructures or preseni-
wd prospesals that would have configancd
differently our moss famdbar evviron-
ments. The first of these ¢prsodes comoorm
Bentan Mackaye, a self-proclamed
regional planmer whio was 4 member of
banth the Techmical Allance and the Re-
gl Flanmig Assasaation of Amernca,
twin influential fechiicalipolitical groups
m the 1920k and 19308 that ahvocared
the sise of emergimg transpaortatam and
hysdenclectric infrastructures to = sponssr
dintribuited netwaorks of comisain. ™
Eauierloig describes MacKaye's artempis
to borpe a desmgn micthodilogy capable ol
infegratiing trafaportation, housng, amd
enivaironmiental tecds, a mothodology he
referred po oan geosechmes because it hused
“weeyraphy, forestty dnd comservatdion,
engoctng, colonization, regional plin-
g, anel eoonmmics,” As practived by
MacKave, geobechmics saw the sines ol
spatial dovelopeneny as ccobogical
nadne, sets of "interdependem pares with-
i which winall shifts 10 balise o orien-
tation had enoemoos elfecr.”

A oaprpimed for copvenbidmal potioans
thar eend moe define site as a physical bocale
with definie mars, Easterling prames
Mackaves merhimd of idenrifving site in
et ey “spaarind, bur tenaparal sind prouve
durdl™ permis as well, The prosemtatsom o
MuocKaye's coanprehemsave planmaig
incthaslodogy — liis complex underseand-
i ol wite = pmkes v clear that, for
Eawerling. the reconception of site within

design practice is o contral issoe, While
Easterling elaims no heroes, Benton
Mack ayve serves, oo assumes, as A nsodel
fsr & producrive desgoer engaged inan
interdisciplinary, omganizational prachice,

His comeeprion of the Appallachion
Trasl, as first presored in o 15921 amcle in
the fonraal of tee American Destinte of
Arehitvets, serves as 3 inuchstone for
Faaerling in this regand, Typically under-
stomied as a heking oradl that exeends. From
Genrgia o Maine along the orest of the
Appalachian Mountains, the mrall 4 ini-
tially proposed by MocKaye would fune-
e s " kima) of publc unility or feser-
wisie oof narbural resowrces, organuomg trans-
poriation ad bydroelecinical networks
while locating meusiry and communiny,”
Through a simple hierarchial inversbon
scaled from highway to pedesinian path,
Maxkave's desagn for the trail sought o
rearder An eNfire FERRM A% (e VST PO
lopical system. Concerved of as a serthe
ment bevee fur the Easern Seaboard, the
Appalachian Trail was seen by Mackaye
s an infrastructure abong which “compace
commmmsinities wmd medustries woold orsial-
lize ... o replage the suburks, ™ Easterbimg
o't claridy the extent wowhich the trail
ever perfurmed as Mackaye envisioned i,
haie aleiracely that = oot the point,
Intead, she sees the power of Mackaye's
propueal mh the atitude § expreses
tovward lhtr;'hﬁmmi‘j between mira-
structure, serthement, and nature.

Thiugh Easterhimg’s first “ecconiric
eptssde” examimnes lambcapes through
the work of a single maisidiaal, the fnal
i epinasdes address the sibjocts of high-
way aid e from a beoader perspec-
e, ||r:*|1‘_ ai the &hh-pﬂmhl il rall'lp:
alternative proposils for both the inter-
stite hyghway svster aind the mesadenial
siblivission, For Easerbing, these alterna-
Hves capiang ew sees of action withan
which architects might find opporianitics
tir redirect conventisnal patterns of spa-
tial development.

Proer gan phae prisaang o the Intorsaute
Higlway Mt in 1956, several propaosaks
etivtsiined o maore comples. highway net-
winrk capabile af handbimg a varery of
transportarion ainl conmmiaity diomands,
A the hosses thar Easterling beinoans
are the sibeas of mtermisdabicy and “ineclli-
gert switching” within the highway sys-
wetts, ab well as differential srearments of
laghway nighis-olway, Fasterding deseribas
A variery ol propavalks, From Wi
Mlanmimg’s 1928 “gronk-lise raffic tracks"
than peaspmised “trunk-lmes [ving) next
rivilways and warerways, ansd ... prinicded
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with factlings for fraght mtenchange™ oo
Bemtom MacKaye's “cemmmnt raalvisds™ 1o
Morman Bel Ceddes” 1939 plan for o
national moborway system, a pla that
proposed a grid of madways thar would
v chime £ bt war enber A T
polinam areas, istead focusing attention on
subordinae cemers located ot the iberiec-
oo o the Moy,

These and other proposals were ulti:
mately ahandoned for the present system,
a relatively unditferentiated arrangement
of siple traffic corridirs and inter-
changes, indifferent to external creum-
stances, What we are left vorh accondiig
tor Eagerlong i o0 “froeen”™ infrastruciure,
a “dumbs network wath durib switches,”
Her il:l'lF1H.‘nllH'I‘l. i ihai the i-"ll:'l'l that
now chnkes Mty IS, wind which has
been encouraged by inferssate comstruc-
e, neead not have ocourred. Maore
important for Easterling, however, s the
possibality that unexplored and under-
wweal o mismsed wites remain within the
highway system, Though vagioe aboas
whar might be acgomplished an these
siers, she nonctheless, through ber cia-
mrian o Bisiorcal precedents that saw the
highway differenily, sugiests wars to
rocvalaaie our relatioasldp to an alimost
vear-oll mbrastrchine,

Iy & samuilar muanner varoas mon-
urhan settlemcivt proposals generated by
a wide ranpe of designers before World
War Il were ultsmately noglected in favor
wf the masre goneric pattenm assaciated
with suburhia, Fasterling exanines the
develepainent of what she iorms “sulbslivi-
st acterice” throwgh an analyvsis of
protutypes, including ship-binlding coin-
rivibtibaes developed fos the LS. Hiousdig
Corpodating Juring Wirkd War 1 as well
an Moew Dheal demonstration progects
froem the 19350s,

I thiese warly peotceypes, varied
approaches to howing weie cxplored,
While same o these peopoisals provided
the buaas for mmach of what we today nec
eqptinee s the genene sibdivtsam Lyoar —
enth-de-sacy forenwne among them — they
rended rowands a more coobogical, as
MacKaye maght have desenbsed i, ongani-
witwni, I a Rialhsirn, Mow Jersey, provs-
pypes for examgle, thie use of cul-de-sacs
worked in concers with whar were called
“supery Iinck=" phae left an open stretch of
grecit park i the hisck's center, o aeigh-
bewhasnd park that iuncrioned as a podes:
wrian spuiie and reorented the biouse,

Libamanely, many of the new towm
prosteeypes sibflerced from being kabeled s
suscialisn experimonts; privare deselopmen
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interests, nchadimg the Nanmmal Asso-
winimm of Real Estate Roards, kebhied
againtt them m order to procune sibsidies
foor thicar s progeots, Followmg Wiorld
War 11, the FIIAS mongage msirance podi-
cies, combingd with demands for howsing
af 4 scale that could hosst the post-war
wounonmy, effectively standardized subdivi.
sbom Lavowrs, regardless of kcation, lron-
bl it is b ehis paderiaanding of the
howrse s 4 prodict — 3 prodisct filled with
pomluects — thay Edasterbing finds what she
bebicves o be & potennally mch site for
disipn intervention. She speculates that i
is bni the bnlivighiial componeiits, such as
appliasoes or ¢ven buildmg inateruls, that
are distributed thrnaghoit houses thas an
adjustrment mgtht e made o the langer
wyntent of hossing,. Easterlnig imagines ®a
firting that does noe remain neutral oo the
larger srgantzatma, bug rather sends @ oan
order to agdpust mberplay beétwoen the
hastise ansd its surroundings or betweon
promps off houses.”

Calledtively, Easterlings “epasode™
tell a sty of proposals wavlaid by
bisreanicratic effmicies and polmical dial-
making, It & take of doign beoig sub-
suptirsl by prilitics and tramdfomicd b
readily digestible and rapidly deplovahde
presotypes ad ulis, Her book exposes
bricf swsments in time wchen the Amerscan
baitkscape might have been nade ditfer-
ciitly, and them asks how we can bese e
the knowledpge of these lnss opportunities
tion ichars productive courses of aetion,

Ui respoinise, Easterhing trecs to artsi-
late new definitions of architectaral prac-
tie, s thag wiiild ned oply coondinite
polinscal, oconoamic, did rechiologneal
fowrces within the deslgn pooces, i rede-
fune the basic reratinalogy and paradigins
aof g frscll. This is a strupggle; as
Easterbing's avten-diffscult prese deman-
strates, architectunal discourse suflers
from a limaced vocabualary, Urimaeely, this
havined vocabuliry, even when wipple-
mented by werminology appropriated from
isther dusciplines, prohilsits O rgaidzation
Spree (roem glearly establivhing archinee-
ture’s pobennal o effoct change, We are
lede instead with vagisc rscrtions is 1o the
et oof mnor adlpusemiens i modidy
wihasle fiells of develisprent. While this
miay he possible, the storics Easterhing tells
peimd fo siiggest that the power of legisla-
e aation in the service of industrial
demund i far masre influential. Mone-
thiless, (lrgansatnm Siee b AR ks
pan basisk, ivmpsortans il s msch foe the
answets i provides — they are few — b
Fiar e uisstionm i§ s,
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