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Jangary 26 through Felroary 23

Brvwm Asiglitormem,
Museim ol Fing Aris, Flaousbon
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Latin Amerscan archarecture is criemng o
rerssd of disssen exoellenoe unseen snce th
o the 1950k, |eading the
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(L= IS TEEW TR By
srchiecm whio combine the regum’s lieg
stamding devoium to mesdersimim with a
neswlound concern fur the urban eoveron
mient. This series will showcase the work
architects trosm Argentina, Brazel, Chile,
amid Mexico

Weilnewday, |lanuary 26, F W0 poan
MICLTEL AIYELA, editor of the

tural jowrmal Argeere im Mexico Ly, wil

.|l'-|.|illl\.l\.
speak om “latm Admencan Archiectiine
A Mew Leeneraimm, ™

Wednesaday, February 2, 7230 pan
SATHIEAS KLOTE,
Samvbiagn de ©hile, wall

an archiiect o
speak on “houith
Facebic, Wisrks mmd Projects.”
Wedmnesday, Febwruary ¢, 72 puin
CECILIA BAMNGEL and JAMES
MAYELULN, principals of Kangel Mayveus
Arguitectos in Monterrey, Mexscn, will
“*En El Aares

Where Uniliures Collube,”

speik am Wpiaret ool Mace

Wednesday, Febwuary 16,
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Maonday, February 25, 7 pun
HOWARD DAVIES, ol Arelive Bap
Loy i Moabreal, Canada, speaks o6
S pect scalir Subileises

Wednesday, March i, 7
ROMBERT MANGLURLAS amd MAKY
bl LAY, af Stsdioworks b Liss

Angedes,

jum

ipeak on “haate Lurectives ot

Alawvine bndes [ehes] Sest Lonidaes

Wednesday, March 23, 7 puin
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Yuirk,
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Al lecrires are belsd inodhe College of
Architesmure Lecture Theater, For more
imfasrmarion, please call T1E 7432400,

Thursday, Jansary 27, 5 pan,

ELLEN WEISS, an architecnse prodessir
Talang: Universay whose research concen-
trates i Amerscan vernscular archicecmre,
speaks on *An Admencan Space: The
Martha’s Vineyard Camp Meeting.”

Teslay, February 1, 2 pm,
ISTEVES IFENCOUR, co-authir of
Lesprmngy frivm [T Vs, speaks on
“Learming to Lowe Whar You Lowve tis
Hate: Excursions in the Evervday
Vemaculae™

Twesday, February 8, & pum,

[LB] § b PATEALL w prrmcipal of Patka
Architecms in Vanoowver, Camada, will
-q'l:JL o his revent work,

Thursday, February e, 1 pam,

ROGER RIEWE, a primgipal of the office
of Reepleribiowe in Girag, Austra, speaks
on “Condimioned Openness.” Ricwe
teaches ar the ESARC (UIC) Barceloma,
This lecoure 18 sponsoresd by the Meserian
Cudtural Institaee, Mew York,

Thursday, February 17, 6 pam,

| ACQUTES BOULET, an architest and
theoretician teaching m Parn, France,
spcabes on eontemparary critscisms, This
| becture | sponsored by the French
Embasay Cultural Services,

Tacsday, February 22, 3 pm
I MLIMNO MATELS, an architear wha
procisces b Morto, Portugal, speaks on

b revent work. Slarcus” work B amiong
| the fmess of the yommg, Portigioese gemera
thown ol architects diar ercrped alter Alvam
Saxa, Mlatcis i guest onitic fie the College
[of Architectures Homors Studio.

Tuesdlay, February 29, & puin,

JERISIFER SIEGAL, a proscapal in the Los
Anigeles hasad Office of Mohibe Design ad
an archmmecrure professior an 'Wioodbiary
Ulnversity, speaks on O3 fce ol Miokile
Dresagin, ™ Sicjgal's research oxplisres the
| wrchmpoctuiral paotermial of anhabieed vehichos.,

Taesday, Morch 7, 3 p.m

ADGLEH KELE, an archisecs who

| practices in Girae, Austrin, wall speak om
“Denkenbaven T haughl onsprucmm.™
Kele's bunlchngs are nossted mea crimcal

fe.:-].mp. of the siie, an .ln.||:r'\|.\ sl soscietil
;imd‘itmru_ the realiration of hemasisie-
schentific wleas, and artistic positions,

'Tl.m.liar, March 2K, & P

HERMAMN HERTABERGER, a doven ol
Il.:ll.l'll..h archireoiure whise work s rooted
muodernisnm and omoermed with socoal
besises, speaks om his revont winrk
Hertzherger v guese onieie b the Callege

ol Archmtecture’s |Homors St

All exchibos presented i the College of
Archstecture Gallery, except where maal.
For more informatun, please call

TI3. 7432400,

Thuarsday, Felwuary 1o, through
Friclay, March 3
Keehprad, a pevrospective show of the

work of Hinmeon architect and edocatoer
Burdetne Keeland.

Sunday, March g, through Friday, April 7
Michae! Thamer — Furadtnre froon
(hgrria, an exhildit of the classic work o
[Thaomer, the Vicnmese furmature comgpany
thar myemed the bestwond chair more
{than one hundnod vears ago, Sponsored
by ehe Apserian Cialporal Instiguge, MNew
York.,

Sunday, March 19, through

Sumday, Jume 11

[P Cirtnader, @i instablatn by
{Dwayme Bohuslay + parasioe, will b
{mstalled in and rrapdorm the agrim
spae o the oollege of archieorure.
{Presemied i the contexr of the “Hoisoon
200 Ingeematmal Soulpture
Comferense,” amd with the special sigp-
proart o the GO Caollege of Architecniare.

For mors informatmen, pledse call
TIETAR, 24080,

Thursday, Fehraary §, through

Monday, Fehruary 7

Arcatage, & design comperiteon e 5
rrashale iy posnafexhibie space for

the arriam of the College of Archirecrre,
An opening lectare will be iven o the
evening ot ['rll-runn L

| T r—

March 30 theough Apeil 2

T B AR TH

Arnchidectural Bisposian 'i{{-rlun Fin amid
Savanmab native Barmie Scardmo will p;qmlr
RIA members thrgh this seductive

St lsern cigy an the |||;-|_|,|,|'1|. il itw spring
blesum. The Bmse-day T i oo, trsrs o
privaie hiscons Frmmes, dbiming, m privale
clubs and ioarstar resonerane, and sde
Erupe I | Hebi-comitury plamamions, The rour
i Bimsted to 25 puesas,

R A

Sansrday and Sumabay,

Aperil B angd 9

e 2000 members-ondy archieciure war
willl leature several pownhoigses rulhﬁ.'l:lnu A
unigjise | loamton aiylbe. Mo a feabune of the
Himisaon landscape unsil the early 198,
tomamhouses challenge Hooston archicects
po plan ngensisly on small siees. The
K architecrare tour will explore the
way in which these conarainis and possi-
Inlities have stmmsdaced archimecn to desagn
howsses that are mventive anad beastiul, A
kevture by architectural hastorsan Siephen
Fox will precede the e

OLIRDATION H LECT]
Widnesday, May 10, 7230 pom,
Terewm Awdieorium,

Nhmeum of Fine Ares, Howsaon,

MMARGO GIRANT WALSH, vwe char:
rwan asidd neanaging prascpal of Genaler,
Sew Yook, will speak on her waork. Cio
spisinored by the Houston Architeciune
Foundation, thas program focuses on inkc-
rior archstecture and design,

Mease call 713, 520.0055 for mone
rinformaation.

March 25-16

The ALA presents its annual architeciune
i, Focuskigg on iew and reemodeled
hanmies designed by ATAMHouston
e,

Frislay, April 14
*Uelehrare Anchitecture,™ AlAHouston™s
anmvial gala,

Satwrday, June §
Samal casthe competronm ag East each,
Cralveston.
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LETTERS

 SEWLS

WOKRDS OF PRAISE ...
Clompratularmms to Ce i ifs pevent
pwards and well deserved granes and
husnasrs!

Faar years, Cife has offered generatinms
off Mosmsranians amd other readers 4 won-
deriul narranve of Houston's archinecrare.
Cite 45 15 2 superh iflasraton ol thes nar-
ratson. Fach arvicle in this ssue makes in
wangue contribution o the stary, fraom the
evolierion of and then spiraling demise ol
Husistin’s garden apartmets to the
Fstiare plams for Main Soreer and Jones
Plaza. From super-conled bunibdings m
Huisisron 4 la Mies and cnding with the
puoignant and insigheful ssmmany o
Husiston's bailt environment during the
last quarrer century, William F Stern’s
Mooy, Then and Mow™

Accodades wo sl whe contribured o
and worked on rhis isoe and ssucs frast,

I Jean Kechnak
Hraghing

coe AMDY OF REGRET

Reading vour Sommer 1999 jwoc |Cine
45| werified a very doconcerting feeling
that's been overwhelming me the past
couple of vears, Reading = Extended Stay,
Limitesd Service: The Rise of a Mew Hotel
Type,”™ " Rooms With a Weew: In Prasee o
the Vanishing Garden Aparmment,” andd
the Hindate " Boom, Then and Now™
wonfirms what Care faiks oo state explicaily;
architecture s deadd in Hooston,

There s a md numbiong lanalicy
with which most new projects are
desigrod and b i Howston these days,
Escept for the hissoral preservation
happening in soene parts of the inner Sty
there is linbe sty warth sotng excepd
Rajasel Moneo's addinon to the MEAH
apd rhee new Hobly Conrer foe the
Pertommng Ans. Let's face in, the plan o
Make Mawm Street Happen, like the plans
to pejovenate Allen's Landing, i folly a
Isest, being led by oae of our greatest
offenaders, Ed Walfe, My cymical best
e is thar the Ciny of Hisiseon will
hawe a dafficalr time Makipg Decent Has
Stops Happen.

Cite wsed to explore, crivigue, and

extlt in the architecture s design move

ment in Hiuston, Mo, it simply eulo:
LS i

James Rivwlamnd
Awritin

BORIDER TALK

Seephen Fox's review of Modsmity and
the Arcirirectiere of Mevioon was ejos
ahle, ax was Dovel Thess” review o
Cenerrern Viggn |[*In the MNew "Wl
Cite 45).

The “magscal realism™ mewpoint of
Cauerrvpes Viejo writer Flena Pomatowska
probably dissllowed her relling how the
Mesivan governmens finally forced the
imhahigants from Gaernero: Soldiers tone
thie rools from their homes! Mot very

magical, b plendy real.

It's s saidl abour Geerrero. | don's
thank the water over reaches thase beanm-
fud il bisibilings and cherr cobblestone
streets up o the Ilufl, The water is no
even viskble poday Trom Gioeeress Viejo

b also emjosed Stephen Fon's “recem™
prildication on archireceine along the Rio
Uiranle, cspecrally the mdormarion on
Alan Tangoehi's wiorks [“On the Borders:
An Archorectural Toas,™ Cioe )L 1 was
supprised (and disapposined), howeved,
that vou messed Alan's onginal peighbor.
B i Flarlimgen, whene all sax lsismies
Werg llhllt.l'l-nl l"rr heieme, Thioagh Adan's
hoese is torally burchered, there reoain
thioe harmes (mine mclisded) thar sre
uidoichisd exernally,

Mine is surely the smallest home
Taniguchi has ever done, at only 1,000
sqpuare Feet, and imsignilicant, Bur the
wnthiey twin hooses are really, really
neat, Come see . We're three pr--u-ul
himeowners,

Michael Dailey
{ liprlivagey

HMimse o criticunm, coommRenl, oF Fesemge
do genmetiring your e seen i Cire? I so,
b editors wowld Bhe to bear from yor,
Yo con gl your comrmenss fo Letiers
i phe Ecitor, Cine, vamy Wt Carar,
Suite 8. Mossdtou, Texas 7700 fux
blery b =i =g 2g- g 805 or eomail Hram
b cibemrail@ el riceeda,

Where form and lunction
meal style and service

Powell

furpnishing the future

The Powell Group, LL.G.
2700 Post Oak Bivd., Suite 300
Houston, Tx 77056-5705

Tel 713.620.5509

Fax 713.620.4600




m the bive vears simge B ks war

Hakeem {Hapraon |'-|l|.||.|--.';| il

|||'\l|.l||'.'I! 1928 Flowston MNational Bank
anbdimg anad arsommsced plans b trans
Barin g it an lslamee educatsesn faciliny,
doventoian watchers have been wondering
'n.|1.|‘. '|'|IIII|-,| ':ll'-,llln.l' il |'r||,- T ey
drocture; As clemengs af the ZH0E Mam
b i | PrieiTy M IEiniTel, TR W I,
sinslen, amd, m snme mstanoes, even sold
Fii |u....|.| REIERINTETS b .1"| i, PPCRETYLTIOn R
bBecame alarmed. e last spring, ren
valisEe hak Tk lr..-|| 16 hie ix = 'al.lllp,l"-fl".
il ke recoiidly, Puinors I'I.Il-l.' [ |r'|."|.||'l-|]-
that |""I"'i-" The sy et kae been
|||1l'|l.'l.| ts anothcr pan (1] I:I'If ciiy, aiwld
Ve I||.|| L |‘|.|',||.uul|| Wi |,|||I--|.,|| Tl ".|'"l|l|!
the hstomne building.

”|| i |‘| i '~||'-I|'1|| 1M T ;:-|'\-|_'.||,|-u_'
il (e the Matmnal Bank Baikdng,
..l.|||-,!‘| in ot ficially ||'.|.|||'|:' by rhee |.L|u.|.r|||
Maginenn lebamie [ha‘wah lnstimaee, have
DCUT PRIFIsG lully ki ™ TS| WA Oaif il
whn TV ProsETILaIng s il thi IEELuhe sy is
fear ool amp-MNislin st

Unforiumately, by kecpuig quct, the
HRETIAE bas Liereler |||||.||I||'|‘| I|||. Ay
hensions of preservatiianists; In Ssovember,
‘|1||I-\.||;|||I the sibeise Wi 48 et |I.Il|||,|||-.
broken when the project’s architece and

ENEINCCT, Ko I.:||.| wabdiemi of lisg |ru.-.'-|E

Empgamneermyg Cormpany, said thar burldoas
aol thie Matsonal Fank Boaldsmge had been
scheduled 1o bopin belore the end of 199
aind wamilid s .|||||-|'5-\.I-\..| v the end of
QMNP — aspseniangt v the pablic for the trs
Fiidie i l'\:- Vi e o) thie city's ik
impawrtant banilelamgs.

Seill, obiscials ar ihe Dhvvwawmonwn Blistoric
Iksamcn, the principal watchibog groap
b ||||.L ._I..-_.: kT TS PV AR T,
reriim skeptcal that the progect m actually
|'|I-,|\rl\A.u._.||I.| |‘||.|| I will b e weth a

caireful eve o preservation, = Honestly, e

b-ard sverveki i 0 '\.l:'.x!l||||-|"\-\...'..||ll'u

dhreceor Jisn Maxseell, =ve bearmod very

LU L |'| rhear anless v JL tually s s
I PP 1, Yo mever kmony what's
Feailly Pl R |L||'\l|'-.. M.

A large part of the problem has appar
|'||||| Mevm A lack o COTEIFT A ISC A1 The
TP claboms they“ve had srouble reaching
el [Da"wealy I.I'H.|I|I|||': theew wav they ve

CWCTL i &b Bar as b hdwe oime il

'.'|'|_|||n.1.||||. | -||.|:'\.|.|I||'. -_‘||'|"'.| T T al
appral to the basketball player dormng a
[FETRE B nhe |||.|!-_| ik thiat lave sir

rostinglend the Mammnasl Bank Bubding alsoe

relbect the contlices thar can arise when

PRESERVATIOMNISTS WORRY

I5 FREPARED FOR A SPIRITLAL

THE [TTOSQUE
on IMAin

From o temple of commeroe 1o o temple, plain and slmgple- The Hoanton Motisnsl Bank Buildieg ot T Main.

As THE HousTON NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

T MIGHT LosE TTS 5000

BY ANN WALTON SIEBER

-

ever o histore st s renevated bor a

g diterent Troum ms ool one.
Presoie a s s, |...'\-|.,||1!_l ror luistaefy, ifav
push lor minmmal changes, while the new
VN TIC TS :.-'-Lulu B Sl COnderns, LR
WATE Ore Exiensive shieratsns

T allay congerie, (isaddumi and the
s " woah Imsritvice edbter pssmramnces thar all
will be carciully bomibed when the dooss ol
thee Pearwnal HBamk Buibiling open agam arn
veats emd, And if completed ga deseribed,
fhee lelamie tacalary consld make a s
cant comtrrbumnan wo the rlchness of disn
toven's culiora] lenadscape. While maivy
traaliroial midsgises afe chissed Ha non
|u_'|-.|'l. i, ihe [ha"wah lnstimaie |'||.I|I'- TiF
make the MNatonal Bank Bulding mio a
minibri [RIEL s lslamee edocatimmal facilicy
open fo all

"It is @ very sensative P ECE, amal Wi
have potential enemees,” Cinaddiamm says,
= lslamimy dowssnt have vhe best omage in o
Wieng there are a bor of stercotypes,
Thiar is what this |'l|||':.'.I|||.'_ s To Ty
e allesuate, By i semove s of those
sererypek, ... [ addresses the minlncidnar
il Eabric ol the Ciy, repeesenbing a ermar
ily smmgrang growp thar ap annl now s
not been that imvolved s avie affair o
wiewed as an lI'-In_.:r.Iul et il thie sociers
It will lsc as mach an edscamumal facalsy
g o Sluslims as for Muslins,”

=W e ervng o bkl brsdges betwoon
LT g asther ;lm:nla._ I.H\ | diEE
Gibwan, gencral scretary of the Da'wahb
leisaeniee, ='W weane da L[5} Ly B LT
commmumnites amd build coonperaton,™

Mehivseh the baceliry will amclude pwin
separaty inosgies, aic fod men and ong
Bor woamen, rlll_"\. winll make .I|"'||r||-. frafr
of the Iilbing's overall strocture,
Aocosrd i oo |,;||.|.|.|.L||Ir||.. thie hanks LT
tacular, 6,000-foot domed lobdsy wall b
Ll'p: ||-|l,;|'||. 1R T I||I-\.| SRS ES TR ol L A F]
the pubhic bor prayer o guet contenspli
e, [ he main ealrance -_1_|'|| b e .! {1
thic rear ol thee builiing and Gee pntio a
Fraves Sireer |-|_|L|_-||_-_ liar thuar is rart ol
the properey, <l will be very open i the

B aave, ™) womild aav

|'|||'||.._ L Juisdild
thiat sameliar b Saant Papnck™s Cathedral
im Mew Yiork towill bse 3 IEIEE ATED B thi
midldle oof the .

L
The Bualdiog Clajmwon and lis onganiza
(LTINS r-| N T oWl BT Es 4 I|."|||'-||' v Allsh
Ineyzan s life ax a T fprle o oy, | e

I oo Sanical Fank Benlidimg was boaln

m 2R by Humibsle Ehl cos-looamder Bims


http://Nntion.il

1

Ta make the bosk's ersere inherior 1isable far 0 meiguee. ol e eremiiionnd moges bod
in e remeved or covaimd.

Seerfirge. Diesignesd by Sterling™s son-im-law
Wiyt €
parimer H.LE, Gaoniely, to be o shovplace ol

ik, and Hedne's Houston

1320 heeh-flimge weahh, the bank boas o
massive exteres that spoerts, |imesione,
black granite, and a peramcier of huge,
fve-loof-vule Huied Done asluamms., himde,
a larpe., silver Texas star surmmnded by
IMEFsCART |.':;|l||‘| Jeaik |.||.'\.r|.:l'|'\- [RL sigles over a
g, $6-looe-kgh domed kall loed with
rovpal purple marble imporoed from
':|Il-1|l_' Lancaten] teccar the bisis ool N
Sereet, the Floompom Mamonal Bank
Pawsliliog was baile nowhar was then the
heart ol IFhinstom’s fimancl distnc. 15 was
i b ithe bist grean bank bailifism in
Haosaston for diecades o come, thanks ms
the stock marker crash the folbinwang vear
The Hmston Manonal Bank remamed

More Good Bricks

n 1979, when the Gieater Housdon

P'reservanon Allsanee came up waith

ihe wlea lor the Good Beck Saards, i
with working waith a smple premise — af
yasus pai poople on the back a lne for res-
caimg bulddings rather than reanng them
down, then e rhaps more of Huspiston
architectoral hertage wold be saved.

Ar the time, combommg the words

“Huouston™ and “Preservanon™ seemed
something of a stretch, Bar today, whale
it's srill mot uncommon for a valuable
picce of history o fall go the wrecking
ball, the kbea that rehabdlitaning
banbidings s pomerally begrer than raning
them has gained a foothald in the aey.
Renowvaniim has becoms the mantra ol
downtowns rebirth, and as a resuls, the
jaelges tor the 1999 Good Brack Awards,

ar s Main Seeeer location antl 1964,
when s operanons werne moarl oo the
Ty |'|||.||.E|r||_l|_ Sax wears later,
Franklim Bank mook over the properny
s ascenpaed i anbl 1975, when
Frankhin was shot down by the FINC,
Irevelesper Harvdn MNaossre bowghe the
bunledimgg i 1978, bt coubd nod come up
with a sicorssiul wse for in. Since i w
basically a huge kobby, the building can
mir exsaly e |.|r1|'..| EiEy inEoe O FEs dar
wparirendts, which lmited i redevedop
TN CIFICaTs, I 15K, the Flastion Fop
fhaated a plan 1o nam the uibding wio a
thearer, keeping rhe gramd hall ac o lohby
atiid bnlehimg an adiddition with a stage and
ST i thie |'|.'|EL|||H Bist o back. Bt
hmancing was never seouwred, and o 9%
IMck Knighr bisusthic the eIy His

G

Lty Parnership group tred to find a
sintidble restoratmn progect, Da olss had
TIEF SR E™S, Il'il' l.‘l.ll.f Ll AT ||'|l.'||| | R | 'l.q_'l
s a bew imevnies, | Comme i Peace | 950
anid The Traesi | 1993 A ITHE i, sl
s egani@abiomns wsed e gramd hack
Jhllp For ehieer galas Bur lawcally, the
busibbing Langisisheil,

o wleety U¥jawann amndaiificed i
.'l.rlr|| 17 ghai he wos goame o by the
Propermy, Ty SNk iy Wiord |||h||.||||
They were happy thai the National Bank
|'i|.||||||||;|: was foe he ril:|..|‘|.|-h|'|| |'|l| '.|.'|‘|.|I
appearod o e an approciative patmon with
enth iy 1o d i jesnce, O,
repasitedly orerwlielined by the bank’s i
TN, WWia -.[Ill..lll.'l.| A% wAVIEG, Thar Fiilddsimg
i like & mssenis., | owill bay ehis for

il ™ = Rescued troun Rom,™ anr ]

et

i Hungiosr (lwoiricle beadline, while
sl ey sgory proclumed, = Downtown
vevetaloearson ot o slam dunk! ™

S chie fiest g ol tronable come omly o
lew momths Larer, when the new oo
remewed the 1|3 rowml bromee medalliisns
thar lieesl the bank's exterioe frcee. The
ot ibnks portrave) soenes of Cemeck
ginls and heroes; the Da"wah Institane said
they oomdlicted with lslam™s relipemns siric
mires, which borbid ammate figunes ropre
sentriiomal of humans or anmmals on o
wathin o e |.||I_Hq|'.. r||_||||||l|l.u;_

Becars the Houwsoon Manonal Bank
I"il:||||.||.||rI B8 |?-l||‘ i ||||_' wify |‘|-n||g;|u|1_x| 'l||..1|-||
Street! Mlarket Sgpuare Flistonc Dhistnce,
q.'I.IIIH-;'h Bew ifs SRACTHAT AP e lh|_|F||'un.n]' Fii
be made withour the approval of the
al and Histoncal
Casmmessssn of the lexas Hstorical

I ki UThS LY ] ."'ul'n.\.:ll'l ih e

L aAnTimisssE. Y I|I|_'|h|'|_'l il lhl_‘ LR RSN (N LR]
savs they've boen told ther che removed
mwkallsisns are |'i|_'|||;.: '\-\.ll.lll'b,l 1F 3 Wairg
howise, but ghat as of ke st vear comemis
B T AT R ITLA VR I||Iv-,| Feprew LS el

the [kt wah bistitute had not bseen able mo

cumirglaane a visin i ST '|1||'||| 'h..,.llr.,l'\.ll:._' Rik
the imntute, five of the medallions are

HLWE, whislet frovmm the |'H:||..||II|L I .||||1|II||||_

ihe lnghidning scvwices Hual wire on the
crlbuamns 1n the biskdw have I‘I-|'||'|| -.I||||'|1

There have been other comcerns as
wiell, Preservadvonists have |'i|;1.'|| al I|.'|'n.|
by the rormeval of oortam Beas from the
Pl ey removrwnion, When tha
Ieerment was putted, o hand-carved white
marble staircase was mvken away o clear
Py Jar ..].|h.1r|u||1u. 'l.q. 14 |.|1|_' |.|-\,| ()= |
the szairway was for sale at Pasternak’s
Emipemntiam s SMore, a5 was the bank's
I|"-|l|l.I|I|.'\, bhrass |.||l||r. Such discomeeres |,|||
||H'||, [} -,.I|||I PFEsCrY AT "|'|||'\. N
that huilding ane m every chap shop an
|!|||:~I|||'|." |.I1I'|||'II|~1 Ty hl_'. PRl
ate dlerector of the [

B it and mhers |I_1'\. T .||\..'|- |_'|.|'|r|"\-\.-.|_'||
comcemrn it broken windows i the
|-1|.||||||; ihar alliow casn arsd hamidinoy o
posur it Koy has beon particularly worried
.L|'-|||:.| Ihl; miurdls '||I.I.| -.uH||||||..|| thie
bbby s interior dome; one has alieads
1.|||.\,||_ inid anorher has ]'q_l'rl rhre s Teligg
1o Follosa s

Whether the plonmed morease in com
sEructsmn sctviey af the Hisuston Matss|
Bank Wasldarmg will dlleviare or deepen
Ty

IJI.I.[ the buildowr has |:l|;|'I| AmnnCEngg |!,

iliene caMicedms feifuisis bo I"\.' il

preservationists wonder what will be
done with the represenramonal fggunes
that are mekle the bank boibding. For his
part, Caddcum savs that all b b
wres will be Giversd opon sich a weay thar
they can loer be restored, showld the
bank bablcing an soume paant e banger be
an Isbammse i, =i will sgay poralkly
aitact,”™ he savs o the hank's sfenior
“Very latle will be chanped.®

i rhiar s I|'|| LR, Ihl_'ll SOTE PIFAYVETS
will have been amswered. “This s prob
.|.|||l. e il ||L|_' ALl At ang |I-|||-'.|j
angs i the state of Tesas, bath blston
callv and architecrurally.™ savs DDHID
hanard micimber Mimnetic Bogsel, =When
Vil By '\..-lllin,!lllll_,; lik« |||,|1. §oapl g
the wswmee, but iF's an artwork, and

Vil Ty |'\-|.|E-'|I.. wursrsldian ool i.” @

which were awarded Novembser 29 ar a
cercmiany in the Brown Asditoriom of
the Museum of Fine Ars, Houston, had
i ||.Il||l|.|,l.1||‘l. 1.|||.;|_' 'aq_'ll_'p..‘“ll'“ il Prgey s
1o chose from, '|'||1.':| ncluded ov Cry-
I|‘1|Il|1 Iroen the ll_'lJl_"au,:ﬂ il a prauar il
-.I1-1I|L1|II hinses in the | ifnh 'I:||.'.1.|.L|_ i
the restoratenn of 912 Praire Averied.
tiv thie e pavimg af the | 508 block aof
Michigan Sereer with historically accu
rate brick pavers

[ ke l.:n:ﬁj El-rl.\_L ."‘.“..lrl.l'\ are posent
cil annually in eecogmimon of leadership
anid excellenoe m hisrori [AFCRrF A EROE,
i hinling, project planning, publicarons,
removatin, restoration, and adaprive
reiisg Ter COumimeeTy 1l wed r'|'-..||_||.'II||,_I||
RITRICTIErE S, s N EETIs, |'|.|IL'\.
amdd landscapes, For 1999 ghere were en
winnse s, among them the Praine Group,
| I ™ T '.I.||.I|1| resgasrarinm of 912

Prawrse; Pencasabe, Inc,, o s corporate
CHRITITEECIETIT T [Sresed VEERGIE b the
restoranion and adaprive reuse of 5 40
Lowvetr Boulevard; Tripoli Development
Lrel. amd the Mirpdor Corougp bor the
tacade restovratwan of 06 Sam Seeeer
[the Cinaranty Macwmal Rank Buslding g
Evle [¥. Smiuth for ihe restoranaon of thi
T9LS lealinmare sivie Macaree House ot
1220 Souwthmore Avenoe in the Binz
subdivisong the Houston Area Urban
League, Ing.,; bor its commitment o the
1920 Federal Reserve Bank ar 1 30
Texas Avenoe: Chtlimal Thomas, Tnc,, for
building companble new housing in a
bungalow and cottage neighborhood an
448, 452, and 456 Wesr 24th Streer
the Heighis; and the residents of tha
1500 block of Michgan Srreet for
ncighhorbioosd preseevation of the his
o landscape by pressunng a develop

e In rr|'i|.l.|. & thi |'-ru.'L PRENETS. T Itllnl'l,l
uriig infrastrociure woerk.,

The Pressdent™s Award wenr

Jashm Hannah, who helped starm the

Endangered Buildings Fund, tor his
CTMINFTHEIMICTIN Boh [Fresddy AERne ehbres in
the cigy, while the Stewart Tile Awcard
wits presentesd 1o Brete LZamore for his
pdapive rewase of two shorgun hogses an
473 Rock Sercet, cited as an example
of coemmuniry babding and buslding a

L i I\.I|.|'|III.I.| |".'-f||'||'|'11||1| L1L] I|'||.' O Al
il historie preserviceoan. Uhe winaser of
the Preservation Program Award, given
fisr research, edocation, and creating a
climate for histonc preservamon, was
the Texas Trallblacer Preservation
Vssociatieen, which researches and discu
meents the history of Afocan Amcricans
in lesss. W



espite all the activity downtown

over the last bew vears, the repuve

mafn of ceniral Flomston hoas
been marked by surprisingly few new
buildings. While there has been plenis
ol resedennal constructhon arownd the
aby's edges, at the cry’s core the rebirth
has been mamly rehabilizanve. Unlike
the Bowsm of the Lite 19708 and carly
198105, when new skyvscrapers were the
order al the div, the current bauoam has
been pramanily wennficd with breathing
life it dead structures such as the
Alberr Thomas Convenbion Center and
thee Bace Horel, Indeed, were ig nor for
government funded projecrs such as
Enron Field and the Harrs County
Cremimal Justice Center, Houston's sk
Hime ar the end of the 1990 woubd look
woery much & o did ar the decade’s
bepinnimg. More vibrane, perhaps, bur

still basically the same

Clas

As we enter @ new century, though,
thar promises o change. On the
toards are tour new bulddings For
downrown: three skyscrapers and rhe
FiTst FRW VLT [h.'r'lnﬂll.llh.'l.' |‘I.I|| rin b
teuile since the Wortham Cener. Yes,
one of the three skvscrapers 15 a
government building, but the other
rwo mark che firse privarely funded
nftice towers to he bl downrown
since the 1980s, Does this mean a
return b the go-go spirit of oan
decades back? Frobably mor. Saill, thes
part wlar Class of 2000 MY SLLest
that as Houston enters the 21 st century,

a theker of thar SPIFEE TEmams, o

lCI.l_I_HI_ :nuulnl-lrl &
ENRON ENLDIMNG
P | i
1000 MAIN chimct L el
Ml gr [awo Lo S 700 malfn

Propsdted compiation dote: Masch 201]
Dewvlope Finen
Vgt 4 shona
Szt |oofne

Mot GewsleHawuion

(gt 5150 millen

Faapciad complstion date; July 007
Devedaper. (eroury Dewelopmen
Haght: 38 sipres
Sepuve Frringe: 800,000

1.3 il

[
Ekﬁ;ﬁi}
ok

el

HOEEY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
00 Begty

feckstct Epbes? A M. Slern Mew Tok

with Monn, lchitecty, Howsdss

(et 585 mallon

Propwired ¢ pimpleton dats ';Il'“i Ful L)

Deveiopesr (sabary Desslopmen

Hesgkl: 1603 stones, (with rhamesthony e froves] by
puone lookage: 150000

HAREIS COUNHTY CIVIL JUSTICE CENTER
Cprplia by torves {pngerid g Irosl e

ke lwbect Pamve Deodern Meaprade B Ll
Ut 51 17 ol Gincuides humizhingn]
Fanoria] (ompletion dete” fonsary 1000
Deseloper (Hoon, Cousty

Fosghi: 15 stonei

Sqmons fooinge: £50) 0630}
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RETURN TO ALLEN
PARKWAY VILLAGE

Houston’s best known,
and most troubled,
housing project reopens

A magniticent skylise view hass”! mode (riti pey boppier show! the
wwhwrbos opprerenis ol the srw baaning ity ol Ulen Parkway Villoge.

o o pelace thet has generated so mmsch

controversy over the lase few decades,

Alben Parkway Village recoved suprs
migly Fittle attewivon m Movember wihen,
alter menths of delay, of webcomsed s hra
new ressbenes moalmoss Foor vears, Thene
wits o sl areiche im the Cleroricle, a Hing
comment on television, a broed mention om
the radio, and thae was it

LM course, B thm tume of % ety 1ha
mieiy Houssonians are weary of hoaremg
abwiat the 1942-rra lemsimg propect amd i
varimis woes, Since the late 1970, when
the ety asffscids first began irymg
empty i el off the property on Alles
Parkway near doambingn, thrsigh the
1'¥Hik, as temuings foughe the ciy on rade
velopenent, amd o the 19905, gs the
hisuming progect wis empried ameway and
a bareann sirack o retam o therd of s bis
ot ity while demolisheng the resr,
Allen Parkway Village hac been a thom m
the sade of HoasBoin's seivse ol dself. To
sOEThE, 0l Wk & area ol |1|||.'.|l1 rhui iewdedd
Lis JH_' ..,ll_'_1rq.d dwiv lisf ihie Cify o fseve
ko thie huliide; b oitlvers, il was a
rerimmder of 4 herapge that necded o b
waved w0 the waky il At vkt iy e
Bl JainicyEion To s st

bt “h|'|1 the First I_"||||||'| i TeTEhis
began unpacking their boxes in the
poturined Historie ©aks of Ala Parkway
Village, whar they were unpacking them
itlee Woas Of imaTe ||| Fih feldiaimd 1AMTeRE
1Mart ool whar sthey seere mios HE A WS &
I\.|||| VEEY ACErr Conns Rty sibei dnl th:

RO iktirts el Essanels |.|| withied o glic new

Ablen Parkway Village, omdy abour 38 were

Fedd v dof OOD RN 1 Sovember They
WO bl ||H’ :J.! w1 |‘|.||.-| b
viaild il b i e \.ll.\, s of w Nl FeEdiES
IFHT £l :I\I-.II"-II_ |':1I fobeil MIris e
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whawr all that was retaimed
i thee prgimal imberers were
the mail slots o each apan
mene an aftectation, since mal will not
e dedivered doaw s doar, bar racheer oo
angd the

crank wingdows, which were repaired by

Biovwes i 8 oo oshdvy

artisans impiorted b the task rather than
replaced, Ceherwise, evervilamg had been
atted and redomse, Central air-consbition
imig hadd been added, aomong otlser amsemi
tics, and the fhour plans reworked o
merease the wee of apartments. Linder thi
ol fhomwr plan, Allisom, saad, the average
wpace per et was less than SO0 wyuare
{eet. The new fhiee plans i the rehadsl
tated bulclmgs = the “histoeric™ part i
the Htorg Claks ar Allen Parkway
Willype
alsvie, with some apartments resching
1 TR b 1 20N sgpuarre et

Three storis hagh and desagned wirh

averdge BED sguare beet anad

simphe-baded cormidiors on the wpper
floows, the rebalt ynos are paredd, with
every afier one having a comemeen lobby,
imaiil rowam, and lasndey mooim with coin
operated washers and deyers, Ouiside, the
white pecket fenoes that oice defined the
strects have been removed and the streets
themise lves wadend, ithoogh m the hisdoric
section il the progect, af least, ibie inagisrs
al the trees have been retanned, |;-.1;|u||.'. o
whiar Allisoe woryly pefers fooas =S20,000
maka®™ because of the cost of g roads
arsminid therm.

Chimsicle the hmseonc sechion, which st
mcar the cotiter o Allen Parkway Village's
17 acres, there are few proes, however,
Ruding along the ring road thar conmects
the retabilmated amits no the 280 anits of
completely new consraction can b gar
rings thosgh some of the new anins have
been given facades mtended o acr as a
tramsation from the 14k architecture 1o
that of the 1990, ke I Pressiin s stilll sl
rwo eras Clashing mstead of comibining
Whether ladscaping and the additbon of
people will change this or exacerbare 0
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vine that began in late 159 anad the
I'he

faret ressdents ore projected foomose iibo

renrneng twn by speimgg of 2000

the all-new ans sometime i the yprmg
s well, with the enorety of the e
hearig: pl-rl||| ited b [hecember, Gaven past
delays. this schedile may well L||.||||Ll.'.
Bt even o it does, no one s expresLing
mch doobt thar this year will see Allen
Parkway Village brought to lile in a
way it hawn't been for aearly a quarter
ol & Coniury.

Hurace Alllson, lor one, s eagier i
have that happen. Showing soms visitoss
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Bur thar was the task

given architect and arosn
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Y07 - fisot tower thar rises
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of the

w1y odservanon deck as a perch froem
wisch fo rain bullefs and ferrod doown on
the campus. The tower's confliceed place
m the UT landscape compmued through
the early 1970, ay people bent on sl
cile mosok no pumpang from st In Cetober
1974, lollowing the seventh such death,
the wwer's observarson deck was closed
o the public, and it stayed closed for the
et guaner oemtury

Then i the fall of 1958 UT smadems
began pushing for the wower o e rein
tegrated back mto campus Bfe and the
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wniversity adminmsgration agreed o th
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STEELCASE METRO »

This is not just a cube.

Pathways from Steelcase is a results-oriented workplace solution designed lo integrate furniture, walls and
flooring. This workspace will see your company through years of growth, change and profits. Let McCoy Workplace
Solutions show you how. To schedule a consultation call 713.802.6706 or contact us al www.mccoyinc.com.
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metalwork by designers

CHANGING SPACE

A company dedicated to design,

manufacture and installation

of fine architectural banners
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A Ship
to Remember
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e

e

Site plen ol proposed Baltleakip Teans imvoandings, hewing the loiolion of: [1] westry ealreace; (7] memarial

plere; (3) inberpretien conter; (4) 1943-orn whai; [3) US55 Tenen: ead (8] artifact perk,

at does a 2kh century hattleship
have to dio with the Texas War of
Independence? Histarscally, noth-

ing. Ceeogtraphically, a log, ar lease in the
five decaubes simoe the US55, Texas was
berthed in a2 small inder wear the 5an
Jacinic Monaement, For gescrations of
Huoaston schoalehildren, the Bartbeship
lexas has heen an mdegral part of tops to
the San Jacinto Rartlegrouncd, leadimg
simise of them to wonder which general
hael ehie wse of the dhip's big guns, Sam
Himiston of Santa Anna

s amussinm as that conflation of eras
miay e, i puanbed e a hoang-standimg
prodidein: dividing the space af San
|acinges Sate Park o soch 4 way tha

otk the gruth ol the 18 36 hactle tha
rrq_'q:.,| '||. s IR "l.|-|'1.|.,||_ |.|1|1 |||.. rr|||||
il a ||.|l..|| el 1:I|.|| WAL OB Essiived
i 1914 g I'"'I".I'I i rwis world wars

i |||||-.| !l-.|ﬁ'| | [alEa sl wrrhamin e

11 1||||'l||||,; o the ochier 1|'.l| PRSIEE O B
] |I|_ i | iboiiL ] |!|'. .|.||' Agiin, swher 8w
..|'r|.-.| J".I'\-||1 |\';,;.|l|| Fii Feslanfy thie San
|.1.,:I|.I-.. |'.|I|||'!|-.'|..| i & moee fareral WA,
LHIE I'.l-'\-ql o whar it was like 1] the early
19l cemrary, To i vhae waald FEL]RiNF

1':' JALLIITH ke I“I".I" PFAIrsE RIS W |I|.'I|_' 11
bartle was scraally tsught, secreaning 2
marsh thae h|-n, ll.l. o thie el i the
Slexican army il =':'.|rII|I||! an oak
Ervae wihefe Sam Mo s silaliers

camped the ngghr bedoee the hantke,
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Toaday, thar canpground 1w home o the
enirance ramg to the Bandeship Tevas,
rest rosmti, wind a parking lar,

A frrst, roprescotatives of the San
facinto Musenm of Hisiory suggesied
mioving the bartdeship, b backed away
from the momson wlen arca commnity
groips abjectel, lstead, ot was deciced
i gry b0 e landscape anchatecture 1o
creale a separation between the park s
i hitosic edements, o basscally creane
AW |urllh l.l.ll!|1|'| B, ||r |1|_'|.|1 d:l “l'l"-. |
new organicatin, the Bartleship Texas
I‘nllll...] AR, W r||r1|1|'|.‘|_ .||1d |1||.|l|llu..||l|.
lir r|'1.v||l'L|1||.: ||I-|' Iurrl._-.lup il -.|||||;1r-
n_l. ].IIL' ||_‘||_'.I |I|,|r T [ ||I.|_- |l|1|'| L FefE
EELLT] |"|.1_I:|I||.:11. A g ||-.l||.".l;|||.'| .1r|.h|-
geviura] andd .,1|,'~.|-r:n Figm that saw the
abhansbinmesn of e !I.|rr|..-.h||'. Texas
CLFTEnT enirands g% fin i:|'||1n|1|'l:l]l-l['| 1dk
..ulnplq-n-h rethink the way the -|.|'||p i
neeseriiedl G visigors,

Cime of the reguiremens of the new
approach io the banleship was that i be
mvoved Frosm the starboard, or right, side
i the paore sidle, whach nslay fooes an
shandoned restaurant goross a small
srretch of water, Acuimen’s plan called for
mrning the langd thie restaurant sits on
oy somethimg o 4 themse park tmne
mpchine thar would maove people from
the present into the middle 19408, when
the Harclesbp Desas woas returnmg from
i s in World War (. The
vedesagned acoess 1o the ship would ben
with seniry poss i sueest o yitors
thar they're entering a military facilivyy 1

wonild lead through o memorial pliea
complete with fags and sounds of the
ks roadeass over loudspeakers, o
prcshow for whar folbows, From the
mermoryal placa o romp would lead ooan
mperpretive center organised along o
timchng o show the ships history, amsl
the hisgory o the wisrld o which it i
Mot wonibil be g wharf desiginod 1o mople
cate & whard froem 1945 and lead info the
banleship iesclf, Finally, there would be
an arifacy park anchored by vamos
fems rom the ship, incloding a propedler,
1] |-l1--||'||,|l Bum, [lr'l,qn_'llln., .J.Iq.] Fi ki i,
RAIR]ET nEher iems,

Compared (o what’s cursentlly ag the
Barleship Texas, it's a grandiose schem
Ausid 8t corries a Bairly grandiows prace g
o 57,7 mulbion, Sell, conppared to the cnst
iof thee San Jacinto Barleprowiad sesrors
e, whvich has been eximaned ar berween
545 and 567 mallion, 8% almost misslest,
And the stare, through the suspsoes ol the
Parks mmd Wikldlide D argmis, has
already gaven its pod of approval and a
seed grant of S&00L000, With thar in
hamd, the |'i,1“|:hh|p Texas Foumdbarissn
commmissioned 3 feasibility srsdy oo deter-
mine if the remanimg 57 omillion plus 5 a
reachable oal; onee thats done,
fumalraming will |~:‘-|q_|1| m earmest. [F all
goes as the Hartleship’s supporiers hape,
constrocnion could ger underwoay inoo
coume of vears. bt s, they Know, an
uphill fighe. But the LS55, Texas has
faced bariles before, and so Far, a1 beas, it
has weon them all, = Mol | Snelds
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Grant Program Targets
Historic Courthouses

Tewan lusiors comirthouses were gaiven a boost tn Movemiber when the staie bepndaturee
sgreed vo ante up 550 million o belp restore and reviralize the often endangered seruc
fures. The maney will be dismboied wnder the aeges of the Texas Hispore Courphasise
Preservanon Program, which wall be operansd by the Texas Hiscorscal Commassion,
The Courthouse Preservanon Program will provide parsial seaseching grans o grongs
arrempeEng, to restare omes of the sare's ,1'['-prn'-|:|m,:||-;!:,' I M) hasgoric coisrthiogses, The
first round of granes will be awarded m April, amd it hoped thar restorarion projecrs
will g shortly thereafer

I'I1|h|||.:|: the hundbing = sbstantial, iw's still considerably less thai mss expers think
it will take o breaghe new lde meo the stares conrthouses, THE archiceces esnmae cle
the cost 1 repuir arvd cestone all of thee state’s histore courthouses could e -.|-|-_.-.,|.-_|_|._1|. ol
S50 mallson, Seill, 1% a stars and, the THC hopes, may help generate other funds,

T the THLC, codrthaouses odider than 50 vears are considened historics m Texos, they
range m arclharectural syle froom Romanesqoe to Are Dieon, Preserving them has been a
comcern sitice al keast 1972 when the leglskatiom requiring that all work on histore
comrthouses be approvesd by the THC was passed, Texas is the only stane thar reguins
comimithes to secure clearance from state preservabion athicials seforne making changes to
hasgowne courthouses

A twrneng poing b the dove o save the state's courthoises came m 1998, when a
fare severely damaged the Hill Coamy Courthisuse in Hillsbosn, Reconsiruction there
sias ddidisculy because ol the lack of carrent or origmal arclitectaral drawing, In
respanse, the THC ercated the Courthouse Alliasce fo rewearch and document 55 of
thie stae's hisborw cirthouses,. The |"||:.:|1I ol ilie state™s cooritumese |{,.IIII|.'~| mafiomal
attennon W 1998, when the Mawonal Trowt lor Hstone Preservaben aomed Texas
corirthioises i s st of Amierca’s 11 osd endiangercd hieviosic placcs.

The deaalline go suibamie 4 ressror |'|.||| {owr the Berst o ol grants s Felsrpary 1,
JIHKY, wath an application deadline of March 7
the legislature, the THO plans 1o contmue the program with several more rounds o

— M5

Caontingent on addstionial fanding brom
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carpet, rugs & flooring
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2410 Riszonnet » Houston, Texas 775 » 713-522-1181
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wiee piriident Leriy Wheley, usdeimritng chor.
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®Maintaining the gquality, value and

inteégnty of art work and collections & §
with appropriate irame designs,
specialized display solutions and

Eonservation conscious at congd®
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Carolyn Brewer’s
SUNSET SETTINGS

IS MOVING ACROSS THE STREET
TO 1729 SUNSET BOULEVARD.

PLEASE VISIT OUR EXPANDED SHOWROOM,

Tel 713.522.7661 www.sunsetsettings.com Fax 713.529.6669
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HIS ISSUE OF C1TE, APPEARING AS WE TURN THE CORNER INTO Y2K, HAS THE FEEL OF A BOOKMARK —
A LARGE OME THAT MAY CAUSE US T STO AND LOOK BACK OVER THE THIUMPHS AN MISSED CHAPOE-
TURITIES ©F OUR URRIAN PAST, AS WELL AS FORWARD TO WHAT COLULD BE.

WE'VE CHOSEN TO USE THIS PAUSE BETWEEN MILLENNIA TO MULL OVER SOME
OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE TENDED T SET HOUSTON APART. AMONG THE MORI
OEVIOUS IHSTINCTIONS 5 THE CITY™S INSEPARABLE CONNECTION TO WATER, AND HOW
THAT HAS SHAPED 1% GROWTH AND FORMED T8 CHARACTER, WE ALSO LOOK AT THI

R
TURNIN %a ﬁ. ‘P A G VARIOUS NICKNAMES THAT, OVER THE YEARS, HOUSTONIANS HAVE GIVEN THEIR
ST . T S I

£ 11 e - ey

HOMETOWN IN AN ATTEMPT TO DEFINE THAT CHARACTER. TO NAME SOMETHING

PRAMERLY, AFTER ALL, I3 TO CAPTURE 1T FSSENCE, AND IF WE CAN UNIFERSTAND THI
CITY™S MAMES, PERHAPS WE CAN ALSO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE CITY FTSELE

LYE CUNTRSE, SUH AN UNDERSTANDING KEQUITRES RMNCFETN WHERE 'WE LAMI
FROM, AN TOVTHAT END WE CAST A BACKWARD GLANCE AT 308 OF THE ARCHI-
FECTURE OF QUALTTY AND WONDER THAT THE CITY HAS LET SLIF THROUGH ITS FIN-
GERS. SIAHLARLY, WE HAD BOT0D SCULFTOR jl.\.! Lowe AN LOMGTIME MUSELIM CURA-
ToR En MAYO REMINISCE ABCUT THAT PERICD % THE 19508 AND 19605 WHEN, FOR
BETTER OR SWNRSE, THE HOUSTON ART WORLD WAS EVOLVING FROM A COMMUNITY
OF YOLUNTEFRS INTO A REALM POPULATED BY PAID FROFESSIONALS,

T PUIE ALL €3F THIS INTOL A COMNTI KT, BRGNS BELOYW AND RURNSING ALONG

UF THE SNEXT FIVE PAGES WE HAVE A 20MH-CENTURY TIMELTNE ORGANIZED TO HINT AT THE
INTERRELATIONSHIP RETWEEN NATIONAL EVENTS, HOUSTON CIVIC EVENTS, AND THE ARCHITECTURE W1
SEE OR REMEMBER, [T STOPS, AS ALL TIMELINES MUST, IN THE Now. BUT 1T 15 EASY TO IMAGINE 11
STRETUHING OLTT OVER INFINITE FUTUIRE PALGES.

Harry Mew Micpessaess, READErs, UsE YOUR BOOKMARKS W11,

Barpy Moore, GUEST EDITOR
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el to ireell amd b the warrld, Hosision
has |'H-||'||I.| i |-.|-.rh-.. SO il I|'||"'||I stagh
i% Hhe spoEy ol r|||||.'_|' H.ll-:. Histhieine"s
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spir Bist i1 s the mames that have
hecomic artached to the oy, with theor
hegther absrracriom angd economy o con
e, thar ane of KETEALCT WENErest

Sseconnd maes, micknomies, ang olien
ure poTry, Lavirgg a sepoindd mame, @
label, o sammething is a way of shaping i
crrmtents and PLAVEINE, BT R E% ST I Ipaliw
Calvino's frssafele Cities metaphoncal

AT “lsanorm, cisy ol i thasisand

wirlle,™ “Liomia, the citv thar refreshes
wselt every daw,” “Uetavia, spider web
ciiy™ Becume surmogates for geograpsha
cal |"'| e, describang cables ol PRy i
cept somated in the smagination

Seconal mames are like the names m 2
miovel, They are pever newtral. = Dhey
always agnity,” novelist David Loslge
writes. * The namig of characiers i
always an smportant part af creating
thiem, mvelnng many cinasberations armd

hewrtatanme. ™ That is the kind of problesy

Coot

LR TS5 I limusgoim AR 0T TINTErs the mew mil
e Faced warh the task of what o
call iis mew MNatona| Foothall Le kfinie
iranchise mow that the old name has boen
carried off with thie team and buarned
'\|||'|||,'1-.|I|,'|"-|' if Jl;lll'-l'-.'\-:'\. i ot @ semeil]
muanges. Does the teans {and hence the
ety | weant oo be adentihed as o working
man’s mewm [Sieelers, Mackers, Oilers,
Covwboysi? An animal L, Dears,
Ramsld & bard (Faphes, | slcons, Havena)?
By res history | Fortyv-nemers, Patriotald O
ity machemen [PMrodes, husccaneers,
Lladiatoers, Toams)?

“The pell-mell of nkknames thai
Jccmies o & oty i the oourse of tane is a
forceful remimder of metropalstan com
plexity,™ cubtural geogragher Y 1-Fa Tioan
writes. “In any large orban conter, mulo
Fariomis interests exist sl cach wall pusk
for o label that suifs o purpose. Do pal
its avwm olficial spin on the ssoe, the ciey
olften ls dx ivwm public relabwim wonks
come ap with shogans they hape will
snick, Somie of them, such as two reoent
anes for FHaoaiston “Hamistiin's Haoq ™
froan the 1980s and the currem
“Houston, Expect the Uncepectod ™ —
drip with heavy iromy, Basth are s
ity of upinspiring lact presenited as
virtues, B ane froe, of noe authents.

Pt other neckmames stanad ot as a

part ol the genaes loci, The eight that fod

lowie are by mo megns o compeete st ol
the labels that have been slapped on the
city, baf they do dhovw how ditferctid peo
ple ar different tmes have labeled
Husastom s a vy ol gaving 1 an sdentify

thar they counld posiess.
BAYOU CITY

Like Magnodia Ciey, one of the city's car
liesd micknames, Bayvou Ciny is a ok to
Seduthern colture i fune with Lionisiana,
our newehbor o the cast, s an assasc
tiom that modern Houston has attempeed
i dismp in fver of o maore cossispaoalitan
ansl progresive sense of ioell, although
thie mame Bayowo Ly rermaems aftached io
nwsre than 1 50 Hooston businesses, and

rlv in the city’s news-

bkl o up nepul
papers o the only identifier editors can
thrink ol that wall be camsly reconeed by
the reader

Huowiston s naisiral sie il iis
formanon recall the surrealist Marcel
Duchamp's definition of collage. “Whae
s the mechanism of collage?® Duchamp
pikedd, =0 thak o amasines G fhe chance
ettt on o nan-sitable plane, ol twa
mintually distans realities.™ The meon st
shle plane in this case was described by

the Allen brothers as a pletre of* jungl

WHAT’S IN A NAME? FOR HOUSTON, A CHANCE TO EXPLAIN ITSELF TO ITSELF.

1930

19 40 --

andd swampy wionds™ om the Lol Coase,
i bk, stcamy region of expanding an
comtiricting, clay-boiiom Lind dhat
shares the Mith parallel with the Sahara
[Resert and o ssmesvbuat south of Ahgicrs
amel Baghdad

Ihe matoral wte was never snftucently
roemanicieed b exchude remaking o mmto
sonmsething maore emperele and more
aecormmodatimg. T that end, the iy
embraced technoalogy, guided by an cthos
that said ni proddem |oomeel s kangi
that it comlbidn't be aleered. Dasplicemeni
wils the noem. The natoral oty was swal
lorwend by the industral iy, The ncdustrs
al ciey by the post-imduagrial oo, Lictle
residential neghborhoods were vwal-
liwvesl by hig aparment compleses and
LY iwline subdivmsona: hietle dommtown
huildmgs were hidden by plass fovwers
The strect system was overshadowed by
heih -posiderod Inceways, the oirfdisis By
the airconditioned mdooes, Houston ot
grew its roobs, emerging in the 20h con
rury as a city flavored by Texas bur nao
exactly comntsguonis with it That may b
why 1 rarcly hear anvone in Howsoon
erplioy the Bayou Ciey sobrguet s ard)
MAry conversatsn

Mokt i crissciossed by an st
cate network of sleepy capillarses, b
atvyomie whic has gome looking for them
{inids owar thar they are ot very musch a
it of the ciby™s comscivmisiess, MoE il
tivers. the havous have boen more a
problam than an amenity, necessitating
humslreds of perfunceory Iitile bridges 1
accomimadate the expanding netweork 1l
vty sbrects sl hyghwave. They hove boeis
reibbed o whatever roamantic conmists

9301930193019301930193015301930193019301630194019401940194019401940194015940194019
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1835 - River Doks Skopping Conter
1517 - San Jaciole Menumes! censtruction beging
1539 - Sears-Rosbuck on Main
1939 - Howston City Hall

1540 - Housioe Municipal Alrpon (Hobiyl
1841 - Downiterwm YMCA

1847 - Baylos College of Medicine
1989 - Shamrock Holel |demolsshad)
1548 - Fedey's Deparimem Sinew

MY - B pivies Woilkd Wad 0
1544 . G Bl &
TS
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tiemns They may have snce harbored by the
Ariniy Corps sl Enganeers, which lined
them with concrete and macde them mio a
hackyand plumisng system. They are aba
cvsdomr 1o the cifys abhorrence of narar-
al water, a breediog groumd for mosagui-
s, and a remmneler of st low low
lving mach of Homeon s, especially dr-
g @ serioas ram storm, when the bavous
prove Bis be melfsient ways of dealing
with run-odl and the whole urban enger-
premse sevains fragile il procarious,

Hamwever, Howston's layous did
mspire writer Max Apple io “imagine
what Houston might be Like o we turmed
th bavouis nto canals, and we became
the Yense of Texos, movig absss o the
sl thvthim il water ostead of the sl
or than warcr-torture traffic.™ Pur with
the exceptiom of occasional special evenis
— the nibber ducky e, for example
— the havoas have resmaincd uncelebrats
ol Mlisbern balilings have not openad
thenaselves 1o the bayvous as siies, anid
wmsurance maps help o keep o that way,
The network of hinear parcks overdard on
the baivow ways, ervmbomed moa 1920
ity plan, has been mmplesmented anly m
eeves, pramarly as hike and hike trals
that reach a kind of crescendi ar
Sesapucentenmial Park, where the flank of
the Wisrtham Thester Comtor mects up
with the drab edpe of Baffalo Bayoa

Bt the bavous di infuse Hoostos
with lmes of greenery, untamed for the
it part anad mach of the best of i vis-
ibde only from a canoe. And they harbos
an pmpresaie ol bectpn of :mrqr|:||' ahdn-
doned indasteaal s and |'r|.|||||lr.'|p‘.1 frovm
an earher era that mutely reimuind s ol
the umnpadtant rede rhr_r o le:rnl m
the chiys life. As testament to the low
rrﬂnl"d with whach hngrlrll lamal o vicwrd,
these places are Froeen in b, offenng
a comasderable record of how 'J'III'IF'.
ance were. The sectaon aorth of down-
rwn .1||r||p: Baittalo Hd:ulu i p.:rriuﬂ.'rr

'.cJ_..I_.L__

s @ de Fagvo, of wndengnaned, hissori
and nature preserve thar anracts the
imeagimateen o arrsts angd archiecrure
stuidents, whis adoire o as a griory
nether Lind tleae stands o comverass
it ciry's mewer develipmacni.

SPACE CITY

.'hpu'r Loty wiks thie uame Eiven i
Flenssgon durmg by mide ot of fs wilid
west past lellowing the coimimg of the
NASA Manned Space Cenver 1o Clear
Lake. And for o bricd time w e 19608
nasthang caprured the imogginamon ke
vemtunng i the moon and bevond, The
Space Ciry connecnion begar thie Avtros,
ithe Astrodome (whose sare, especially
when viewed from the ai, looks more
ke a coddony i the mbospitable enveron-
ment ol the maon than an earth-bound
bualifing complex), and the comtuming of
the grounds erew in Halloween e
subts s replace the wistern-themed Coh
455 It aleo ereated the ciry as mived
metaphor with the conpumcaion ol goaw -
beisys amad astromauts, fronner heroes of
diffferent eras, as describeal iy crine
Peter Papacdemetrs,

The implication o the name Space
Uiy woas that Hamston was am s way
becomuing a high-fech town mosdebed on
MASA. Rt while Irchnnhg\v hax been 3
defener of Hooston's modem condinion,
the city ahsean't celebrare the face, 'Iihd..i:r.
it i hard o bind esanples of Hosiston
architecrure that approach the morvels of
the riw techmcal costructions on view
ot 1|'u.'.a| refeneries, nok o meniuen ||1r
SpaLTige wiinders I‘l.""‘!,l.l' L'np;:m:'t'ml chime
by ar MASAL

Bain il Fhouston Babled wo begosme the
!'l"lﬂl.'l.' Uigy od scienoc-Forwon rales, @ »
e helews a Squm Cy ol sarts, !'-lq'l.h'\t' %
i chavie word — oulier spage, Inner
space, urban space, architectural space,
[n:nm#] SpUIT, CMPEY S, e Hlosistom,

space i the backgrmad, miill conditnm
of the wim-place realm. Hasion b
exantly a garden ciry: gardens appear as
ligures againse an unanended empriness.
There i ciowgh of rhar coginess o one-
ate 3 second ciry in the isperarices witlone
having o advance another foon i the
preairee. Space as o i wederstood Iy
MASA is & vobd unmarked by sign poses,
unfarhamahle distanoes of vacuism
berween one cosmic destination angd
arwnther. Space thay mast be navigared by
rechnical coordinanion, And o is prociscly
thar kind of space, in miniamre, thar
exists i much o Howsston, Maviganing =
sentoring, through space: = Juss two exin
past thie Westhesmer interchange on the
Wesi | R, Tient simubes of yoia it gt
vt wralifec, ™ Space in thar sense is o
regioan of myseery: a place where voo
don't want 1o get lost, where you don’
wWant e run oot of Eas.

PATCHWORK CITY

Lnaversary of Mlowstan archatecrure pre
tessor Burderre Keeland coimed the rerm
Paschwiwrk Quﬂ! Cty as an affectinnare
way i describe Hnuson's fragmented
anal viften INCAHIErLHIS landl ase parterms,
A CTARY T nif ﬂh’lﬁm SETIP,, e
ners, ol mmi-disericrs thar Fepreseny thi
ciny's cultwre of hesgrogeneiry,
Peogramiming the oy has been ket 1o
CRANGE == i1 BCORTmE OEEOITEnITY. A
Cieorge Troow obserrved a lew vears ago im
thie Mewr Yorker, “People live all over the
|1-ha.'1.- in Himmion, Ii's the 1:r|'||}' Amencun
city without roning, and alevost anything
can happen anywhere.™

Flowsgon 1.1.-rl.1.i|1|'|' u'lrru'|:|'|||1|q less
than the s of 1is it Ever sanoe HLURL
Culben weene o oo foe wiih fﬂu_’ runﬂ
oer poning, Houstomans have consis-
lumlr resistod land-use |.'|r|||rv|:||'|.. and the
ety adiill lacks mnnprr"hm.\iw Tll.mnlrlg_.
Whai has been Pt g misfead an sefhimgs

that raige moscale fromowell proteceed
backyard gardens of Fden to whisle oon.
trodled subshivisions and commercial dis-
ersicts, They inchile the authents charm
of many older neshbror sy wmilsa) and
held ropoiher over time, themed subdivi-
wnins created de noveo, and onabashedls
Dismeyesigier backymomds such as thiose
boiand ar Uptosve Park o the West Lisog
mear s Chakl, The collecton of seirings
is like the hack bor of 3 movie studio. You
g b o place and it's @ lirle world with
its avwn paopalagson bedd vogether by a
inedaning ol eenermal consssiencies, B o i
abways threarening s coime apar by
invasion, of by milshling away an the
wilites, or froam Kiting your gaze and ook
ing, it 1o wharever is beside i, lnrernal
wohesson (abered by deed rearicions
and, miore recently, TIFs) helps o hokd
thimgs im0 semblance of order pd gives
political sascriow ro e birs and preces, A
planmed ciey is like an allegory, bur  ciey
ol sertings, 3 patchwork city, is o plage
for the nawvelise, The jigsaw pusale thenwe
permeates down to the smuller scale,
where blocks are subdivided ineo lietle
hiefcloems of residenrial ProiEY pis thai
mever ger longer than o few loes before
they are Inlrﬂup:-n! by s el
speculanve three-block budger,

MONOPOLY CITY

I"ulluwmﬂ o viair in the 1970k, Rrnh
writic Bevier Ranham described Houstom
a5 3 fullscule Monopoly game, a2 training
p,n:lulld fuwr rq:|_l'|l wing enirepresesin. T
I'Lmh.lm. rhu.- ;n'ruhl 'H|II|.+I @ |l|p.'n|.udu;
o [OF samne inihser l.rg'tnhl: embellih-
IMENEsl Wik ihi PrEmE pame e *um a
wlear ate, or backed U agained O grant
refineTy o thie S0 fiog weall D[“l'l:'l,‘fﬂ'rj
that marks the rd}:' ol what remmaims of
ithe Hiﬂ Thacket or even burned in e
planted sectivns of the Bag Thket.”

Hlﬂhﬂ.l'ﬂ Ty III'IUII“'H‘H.I o Il'h...llln.l'ﬂt
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1960

155l - integraiion of Hamaon's schooks Degms
PR - NASA, mvan masvnd space oman 1T Howvion
61 - Co¥ & Houston's Timd peolpssmns lasebel pncivse
VT - Coips of Engese s e plan 1o chanwsiim Eaidialn Bap

——1950

1953 - EUHTThares! B goas on oo a5 nation’s frst puble rossCasing sinion
1954 - Mutopobtan prgulation fechs oo millan
1554 - Pressraliin mowemenl sarts wath (oeding of Hamis County Havitage Socety
15954 - Bkl Hined dewslop Feat buildiegs on Bichmond demas

1950 - Rice Stadwm 1864 - Howustan Intercantinental Airport begun
1556 - GuMigate Shopging Caster, first mall 1A - Gallarzn
1958 - Univermity of 5t Thomas Master Plan 19415 - Astrodonss
1958 - Callnan Hall, Maseum of Fine Ans 1966 - Jomes Hall
1955 - Sahewilr. Post Dak (demolished) 1964 - Alley Thanter

PO - Ao il i s Mahean Wi
156 - B v Binivd it Ecursbna orllives Sogreginon
15656 - Friterqmie Haghwary At hemtly imiEetmD Systim
153« Abitkn Stntahend. Tedn no knget Lrpes! tlite

15607 - Figssited Johil T Eernishy ssaitialing
158 - LR deciane 'War on Powerty: Greil S0ceTy programm Dsgn
186 - Tonsun D! Hersiduon, sian ol Vietrsm YWar Duildeg
1953 - Fii5 Sein O THE MOOR
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versiom of the veneralde boand game
called Fimsston Scene (manufacmmsed for
4 time by ooy Games, Ine, |, which
upped the ante and the profins b
recained the same ohjecrives to sccumu-
late wealbih,

The game of Houston began as a
budiniess deal wirh the Allen beothers, the
Mew Yook -|.-|'|.|r|;|i|,'\ wihiw \.l,-.'n—-.du"} prie
miabedd the ""gulrﬂlr and swaAnipy Wt
pum woods that 3 good portion of the
city i buili upon™ as the great, mierior
casmmnercial emporim ol Texan. Eliher ax
A ame i A vy, moderm Himiston s wule
AN .'||1|] |r|:||1n:'r'.||:'|:|.'a|.1|.r i the sk Ferine.
“Peoperty wheels and deals there with
less ressrictanns than amvwhere chse in the
.tl"lj#ll-ﬁ.lmllb world,™ Banham wrote, and
aa o resuibt, = Lios ﬁnmlr- - the
Clmatimsn epoch seems like 2 socialise
ecomenry by comparson,

In Monopoly the game eventaally
comies b an endd; the loand s develiaped,
someone las all or most of the money,
aitd everything s swept up and put away.
Bt in Houston there are mfinite nombsers
ol adsliniomal phases, and the game
bevomes cver mone complex, sugipeiting a
need for an asthentcating sequel, the
PMost Monopoly Ganse, m which the
afpective wonld be to tidy agp the badard
and imake it behave ke a city.

MOBILITY CITY

Nene York Times architectore crine Aada
L Huxtable wis naot the first o be
a bit awestruck by the degree 1o wihich
the autisninddbe had invaded the
Huwston expericoce when she penned a
pacan to the city's kinetics in an arnicle
nitked “Deep in the Heart of Nowhere,”
describing Hisuaon as “lrecway <y,
serip ey, mobality cary,” Mobiliey Cary
el misch b capiure the Housgon spar-
ity though in dosesr't entinely explam cha
city's desHoatkon to the private astaimo-

c.”,ll.

file, a deshicatwn that is as much an
expressinn of Hownom s colmre of
persomal freediom and identity as any-
thimg elee,

Husmistion's road system has marked
the landscape m powerful ways, provid
ing d determaned ecomaniic and social
partitmang of the ey osd spavwning
AginewsG ..1|'-rr|rrum;|.a| d-r:rl:l-np'rl'l.rnt .Ilﬂ'rlﬂ_

g netwnrk of freeways wene Timer's
AV Parents, whas bnal o hawmie near 1-45
wwith of Homston, | As it spread s spaider-
wib linkages of conceniric wnd radial
bines aurward fromm the city, the reeway
allowesd the city v merastasize m an even
density krban spraswl,

Incleed, much of the urbun cxperience
in Howston occurs n o maladroit space

Houston is a city built around
rapid change, obsolescence,

indeterminacy, and a culture of style

and instant grauﬁgaﬁbg

its flanka 15 s Autvirama from the 1939
World's Falr, but with a beavy layer of
gleiz aind neon mdssing from that Morman
Bl Greddes visaian of the ity of the
future. In thear sheer vastiess, Hoaiston's
rivads have become, Hke BReymner Banham's
description of the Los Amgeles freeways,
“i single compreheimible place, a coher-
erif stabe o Alind, a complete way of hic,
a fourth ecology ™

Hiusgem was a betelactor of the tree-
weay baaildinig nwania thar osermook the
comimery duriig the Elseihinaver adnsinis-
reatinn, Francis Turner, chict admanisera-
nwe planmer of the mtersane highway sy
tern and & prodoce of Tesos ARM, was a
freeway asdvocare of the first arder whioss
limes-ai-desiee maps became the work
eirilers (oF paveng contrctasrs’ Biriys i
coantry and wiry, [Among the poople
whisae lives were disrupted by e speead-

between two poiits of view — one, the
vivw from the road looking sutward; the
other, the view from the fringe bssking ai
the rosl, Ie' a space mediated by lnale
Buildinigs with big sagns, And the Frec-
wavs are it amuscmint park ndes, Chi
ot Ehe eigghweary, 8% Gind burgers, sex
buirgiers, hamburngem, as David Green, the
powct of the Figlich desigi groap
Archigram, pa it You joss mide abong
ad necel. Anid the seanch gocs on bar a
banlding ehar books perfoce ar amy speel.

LiQuIiD CITY

The gitle of a fine pocan by Lotenao
Thasinas in a hitle ook of wrstings by
Houston writers on Houston by the same
e, the iorm Ligusl Cliy was mspired
by the shimmering glass {"Glass o o shife-
gt Digguisid i disgiaine™) 0 Hadston's new

VO - bt plaea. M Atrocann

1692 « Felthy Chingui. Couit tubes magnid schooly s allowatde allsmativg o Bortisd bung
197H - Vorers appioss credsaon o Metrmpehian Transit Authaiity

:UIIHII|IF|.I 1%

architecture: “Cley of glass, o plage of
materil dreamaBesowed m plain seghi
ane transparenthy densed,™

Hasumston owwes (s prosperity 1o the
coinjunctm of twin lquisd conditions, the
Ship Channed apd the bguid galdl disco-
ered nearhy dt Spindletop. They come
toggether i & |sguie ammasphere, a thick
sy congraling oat of the wiperheated
wir |'|1.:|r Cl e \hupn [ Imur 1!1.:Ir un.n:h.

Flogstimians may e inialabberent {11
wiader, b I:h: CIEy Ihnm il Ilquu.:lrtg.', lt'l.
ik 1]E|-..1'||1I|.1|' ikl |.'r.|nwrtlllv|-r.' Eﬂpltil thai
ek t-pﬁul:!n-:' intvestrments. and the con-
werston ool ould ladiad dibe sew nll.'wln-p-
merids. Liguid Ciry deseribes the changing
state of things: wwne degree of heat caus-
ex Houston to lose st salid state, os P
manence, giving way tooa meldien, dmar-
phous condstion. Flowsson abways weenn
tir be mebiing; lgddivy s fes dtmosphere,
bath liverally angd Gguratvely, Ligud Ciey
marks a perind of development some-
where between the classcally abstrace
striscture of the modern city and the on-
place realm of the commumication ciry of
bytew, Even the Net inay be only a phys.
cal motaphor for the unaversal flow of
buiid infarmation in which money, prop
erty, comamity, organdzation, and ident
iy are ds virtual as they are real,

EPHEMERAL CITY

Hiastion s a city built arowingd character-
ivthe feanares of modem life; rapid
whanege, buibt-in obsolescrnce, maletermm -
macy, media efeneation, a culture of syle
kil it gratifaten, [ s oan urhan-
scabe example of artist Gyongy Kepes”
description of the rimaway pace of our
nimes, which he described in a maclstrom
asl elythani inages. For Kepes and his
callabormrors in the book The A god
Sietewce of Medpar, the problesn ol nsotion
had thasroughly invaded modern expen-
o, paomiig a fomtilslable challenge
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1980

19310 - Wlowwa Lt Doty eobestiasd, heelps dolme Bouston natromally

YA - Dearngn Shine opens

1983 - Shamg o B 0il sefutlry siogm The boom, sttt the bort
1807 - First Ard Cat patngda

151 -
1971 - Ona Shall

il Plara
1972 - Contamparary Asts Mssam

AHE - Best Products Company Showrsom (demalishad|
1876 - Pennzoll Place

1881 - Texas Commerce Bank

1383 - Transce Tower (now Williams Tower)
V8E7 - Tho Meail Collaction |Piasal
19487 - George A Brown Comventian Center

15973 - Lost Ammican grovesd Boops e Yiginam

1973 - Aoe v Wacke legalires abortion

1974 - Mpan jmggachin. retgees (eimelency

1977 - Apple memedaces fimd personal compuim

1530 - Feagan siected, Fanganomes and drananng ol

1580 - G texgna eosdcasting

1986 - Spacd shwtile (hallngey aplodes
HEES - Hahin Yl comees e
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concepis of order thor bebonged 1o an
carlier, slower scale of exsvence.

Humuston's stabiliny s Heezally arcacked
by tme and miotsong it moa oty Foresed in
a series of conjunctive episales thar hald
their relativnships for relanvely brief peri-
o Buddings come gl go, Busanesses
cume and go, Displecements of mradimon-
al patterns of stability and wrban reuaks
lwavie becoune ihe noem. Tune has become
a prme varable in determinimg the
e loc,

li wax in FECTHEIN TN ol this 1111I|1
thai, tn a 199K Ry fow the Sraeffares?
Rewienr, | characrenaed Houwsson as che
Caey of Short Lived Mhenomena. Today, |
would sharten thar to Honston as the
Ephemeral Civ. Houston's public life has
come o resemble the =matans CEY U
crpt that, m the 1960, Archigram pro.
posced ax a way to brng colos and evenr:
fulness o England's new powes. In
Houspan, the Ephemeral Ciry appears m
the loem of parades, an faies, cralr fesni-
vils, food fairs, micrmational bazaars,
amal trade shows, not o mentson outdooe
perlormances of overy description. The
architcemuee s the architecture of the tem-
poraryt tenis, hanoers, pavilons, imilaga-
bl Festivab ane set ujp oo arangimal
MECK, Cmpty acreage, parkmg ks, and
nondescrips prassy spaces between bald
g and the frecway. Taking a cue from

the sucvess of thise festvals, | proposed
i my Surtlneesd Berwene arbiche thie we
shimeld stop thonkog of our pable life m
ferms o permanent places. listeacl, we
slsimald st g0 warrk Barmamg the city imts 2
comtimually evolving testival, catalyeing
wliar is .ILn.':r.l'r here. Give the bocal artias
and .:n'|'|i|n:l'| and somenmes an invied
outskler the chance vo reimake Howston
over and over A, o :]n'dup (Rl e b
that relsne and renerpred the Fuisctioial
city. Then when somcone asks jog vhe
locations of our great Chve monuneems

¢

refer him ro bsorh o map omal @ cabenadae,
and tell him that be pused a greai one
last week om the lavwen of the design cen
ter, but that if he horres be may snll be
able 1 carch svmething: poing on in the
parking bt ool Crullgare Mall. The fesnaval
=@ ||1ﬂ.1|'|11-||r tur the sparsr of Hisssaon, o
ciry halo Calvimas might well have wotten
aboaur im Drerarfele Citres: o place thar

i L —

add ceremn peculbinr elemens of geogra-
phi, climane, and history, and vou lave
ity as convndrimm, chametesn, Hard m
pin down, Hard even to perceive,”

Every city bikes oo think of iself as a
mysiery, a kind of labyrimth thar can
only be understond existentislly, by liv
ing there and perning o Feel for i, find
ing yiur own bears, your own circuis,

As it enters the 2 1st century, Houston

grows ever more elusive. Its unique

qualities are I:iéing dismantled, razed,

and marginalized.

never repeats itself ansd s never seen o e
quite the sume.

ELUSIVE CITY

A trump cand of a name, Ehsve ity was
the tithe of swriter Dioug Mitlsirn's caza-
e essay for a 1999 exlabiz of pho-
toeraphs by Cite photographer Pal
Hester b his essay, Milbrn illuseraied
il difficulties ol the name game: *From
my earlest davs of thinkeng and writing
abssig Hamiston, | have playved a Heile
game, | ask people o desondse the city n
ne ﬂwrr.]. wenthi ane resdrictson: the waord
et he h’.ll!, |1|||1'|||J. o fai.™ Milllbums
cullected respuioes divcluded “reticilat-
e, ™ “lctsd, ™ ‘l'ﬂ.lnng," “lesbave, " amd
“demanduigg.” His own conclissin
“Ehusive. Take the urban complexinhes
and comtradsetions, racial and economic,

vorr own city. A ciy has moods, tem
pos, thar make it change with amaring
repgulamty, Maybe it's the leght, mayhbe
the remperatare. Perhaps i8% the evenis
that shilt across the Gy, Maybe §i's
the way yous string st all vogerher in an
enilless sequence.

With a vorackmm appetiie bor annex-
g whatever aettlement appears on the
dmstant horieon, even if the intervenmg
distances seem decidedly am-urban,
Haruatom lenvees the 20th contury at an
astoanding 620 square miles, lange
encaph to absorh several of the nagson's
llq;nt cities, Ax Houston Brew it hecaine
s aned masre of an wrban anomaly, a
puizabe, whill struggling to Gind the differ-
enice between “luilding a great city oo
mwerely i Ereat [hq'llulllmll.." ani sulimoan-
e anncludiee] moa 1929 report of the Ciry

Manneng Commission.

grows ever mare clusive. Like all modern
girses, igs umigue gualities are being dis-
mantled, raved, and marginalized, then
replacedd by winiversal formes belimging 1o
the heterotopia. As lrabo Calving writes,
*Lities bejgin o resemble one anothes in
a labynineh of reflecions.™ Bur wsnl all
the forms are wsed up, the age of the ciry
will conninue, The nickname of Elusive
Lty may b an evasion, & tacc o keep
Houston m reserve amd open o new
imfenpreiagons. Eligsine Ly makes a
case bor nor knowing as s pan of the
urhan adventare,

In a mvibern ciny there may mo lomger
[ JH:r"|+I.Il|H. like o semse of [:-l.:ﬂ a it b
been wndersroosd i the pase, bus mscead
11r||1. [ﬂn:t m.;phun thar drift across the
wIEy, gIVing ir names, As J.IFL:II'I.L"IE wrchi-
tect Assishi Kitagawara pur is, “The ity
1 oot streers, buildings, crowds, and free
ways. [t's just that metapharical condi-
tin we call the ciey,™ B m Howsson,
behind the corporate city reaching foe
seamiewsness, there are sl lagy hayis
harboring myvsieres as they move ina
differcwt nime frame; There w snll the hg-
uideiy ansd framsformative properties ol
the oty as i macles, flows, amd congrals
intir new farmuatsons. Thore are sill the
distinet chunks of the parchwork qunls,
recalling the ety vtermal — places named
amsl wthowt name, thar exist in the
cracks aml grooves and margnss. There s
still a ey of profin, a monopaly iy
expresaang the calculus of speculanion
beyomnad covwe commral, There s sl a criy
of mobulity, slways restless, always on the
mwve, shpsireamang thooagh space n

plarsii o o inilleon fndividoal dreams
aml Il:l:'l'l‘ll'l.ll:ll.'lll'l.'l. There & sl a iy hald
cEmply. pard “.lrd-:'rh, part willdernes,
where a P reTend I'H-:h.p.nun'ul techinolo
BY ks terporale |'I-|'ut\-u|:n i a lismar
lamdscape. There w a ety where mme
ruikes i senwe of place. @

s visihle moevery other Amencan aiy, As ot eaters the 2 st century, Houston

anid pubbic spaces, the toar gaides can
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1999 - Mt requesis Turding o light il
PO - Houston pases Lo Asgules 59 o capial of 115

1952 - Children's Messom ol Housian
1996 - Holocawst Museum
1338 - Rice Hetel reopesed ss Rice Lofty
1000 - Enron Field
TR - Gl Wi

HiET - Sownd Limon collapsss
1907 . Moty furereom froe Rade Agtpeseni
199 - “Comtact with Ametiea”; Rimddicn ke contend of Congren
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Arclipeciaral Becord toured 16

Arserican Comymaiminees tio ask lay
people (i.e., n-anchitects) which amiang
il r|.'|,|.'il1h CUHIRITIE r-l'l1 |‘l|l|]|.1|||;"-h i Ih|'||
Lilld%s Wl |h|_-|r FAvioEiEes, !I‘| l|l|1|ul|.|-1l.
e | |:'.l|1||l;|f ¢ IIMTECFis WeTe |||||||_'.L|, .1r||.| Ihl.'“
ATigE thm\_:'\ (AL1] I.If"q.l'lln.ll“l.\'_ iiff .irr il viles
reveivied ) were the mew Uiy BHlall, olse €l
and Gas Buildimg, the Haossoan Fire
Mlarms Baildemg, Mirabeao B Lainar
High Schnol, the Biver Chaks ( TR
L &nier, 'r'"l'l"\llrl Mavis ||l\.--.||||.l|l. the Saim
Hasiime i € -.!lll'\-c'l.ﬂ'll and 1'|I|J'|Il_ ] |.l||_ amd
A lomephs Fhsspiral®s Materndry amid
Chibdren™s Building.

Thosgh the arlsierary nature o thoae
chiven o parmicipace o the poll oighi
call inen question the acmial smpesrtance
ol their Favored srroctures, m facr alimisr
all e the mamed buildings wisi some
archiecrura] recopmitiosn af the rinse ol
thear constroctson, Al they prsved o be
Lawtimpe i the wix decades folloaving the
seawvermbser 1939 puablicanon of the polls
rewnls the buoildmas becamse coaminerabhle
I'len, in

o tragic rwnd for the city™s architecural

ficrires in Masiston s cityvacn e,

history, three of Hasston™s sphe top
viste-getters were demolished doring
199 |58k e Sam Houstes ( ikl FRERINTY,
Jettersam Diavis Hospital, and 56 joseph’s
MALEFIHEY WIR.

Thasse demolitions were part ol
Fisustonn s prersodsc meed fo feinvent
itself at the expense of s post. The
redevelopment of downtown has exacred

a heaww historical price the Hiskby
Center for rhe Performing Ams meant
the destrachion e the Sam Haerom
Coliseam and Masic Hall, while Enron
Frsefad I|,‘|,|I|Il-|_-|J the demolition ol ehe
!'n.ln;'lrnp-u-ln_' Hasrel,

This feeney of demaditian s 5 sad
capatone 1o a centary thar in Houston
hias been watalsle far the number of g
nificant civic, commercial, and resislen
tual wtructures thar have falledn to the
WreCking kall, Deapite the gaims made
by the lscal preservation mavement,
% the -|-|"'lh! raceioe ol |l||l.|hr|||'|~1. .'|l-|_h|l{"|,
tural heritage, rather than its conserva
twoan, that traly marks che pas [ELIE]
Yedrs, The cvele ol rh:\. |.|l|.--.l-||.||,ll|||| AN ]
he surprasingly guick. | have frienads
who, b the lare 19708, lived in areas ol
thie ooy chat consisred entirely of pew
comtrectenm. Yel when these Friends
returngd to visit afeer an absence ol as
Py ok 15 s 200 wesr K, they were alle b
recamriize omly scarmered landmarks
trosm gheir past neghborhoods,

Ewvien tin I|'||I".-|_' whin h.l'-l, T T
I'II--:-'.I.'|.|I the ek il '||I-r -|.|1||.1. -\.ll.|||.]:|.' e 1]
b overwhelmimg, (F coarse, teelimgs il
iisbscation are anvething bor new losr
IHarrstamians, In P90, Salvarioo Aemy
Mupewr Jashn 1, Milsaps, wihis wis hoen
in Howston m 152, returmed o the ity
after am absence of wveral Vil s,
Mlilsaps staored his childbood haunms
anal asted i bis diary thar, =1 searoely
recagnized the Incality, so great has
been the change.”

BY STEVEN R. STROM

A phar LIIJIIIH.r lacin |Iillul'r-'q*1!. thie
..,lll'llll'll.|r|.|.| ineewney o '1|.|.|_|_' Bl s
ATV foE 4 l.,i:llnr-..l'l.r I"I||l|1|\ E1{FTE !|l|1|'||l L1133
wrbanitas and a sense of civig u||.'=|1|lg.'
han Been virtually eliminared, My |11|1 An
ST hll-l_'..ll.||.|| .|.|'.\,|E||.'ul {au[ “If IIII'||'||:I.HI
Pusbslic Likrary™s Archives |Jl.'|1.1|'r||=|'|1r
has RIVER e A iltu!;hll.'ll-.'d Awaieibe s ol
1|Ir|: |l|'F|I=| i¥l ||I|' ||l.'|!|1r|.“|.||l| il
Howiseom s architecrisral [REEL] li'rrl"-r.,
coamples layers of the cary's infrasivoc-

ture have vanished with '\-u.-1r|.|."|:| a mage,

bl i traco an all, FeiFdiningE. Evei IIIFI'lI'\-'
l‘:ll-ll'-'l-'|r|1|é.-r.||'||l.' rescarchicrs who utilize
thie library's archives are odren totally
uRAWATE, To s just o bew of dosens ol
exaniphes, that Mam Seeeet and the
Soaitli End were the locales of a faba
||||I-. Il'-..||,||.':|||.|.| A i I.l; rqr||. it il
the: CERRLFYT rhat |'l.l|a.1.'|l|' Heiner aind
Goorpe Thekey created beaimitul amd
IMPressive Victorii-cra !'whh:ll;:!-. bty
|'-|:|'I|I|. .l|1|.| PFiVATes daF l]lﬂl III'H'I'III
| INger amd Alved Fisn's mow -measlaoed
At ."|||||J|,1|||' .||||||I||||:l1 a5 E |_|||.I|l|||.1l|,'\-||.
the vuty skvlime, (ilortunancly, the
archives can be a Jllul-'lr-l'lh'.l'd wiafal
While its archivectural draw Jafidt liave
L II..I|'\I||.'.,| .lr‘I'Ill-I'qll-\. Fis ||_-.,r-rv|.'||||l ths H.h_l_
|1||I|,'! qn.l ||rh|-: ]I|-..|-|1||.| |'-||||-|h;|!,l;-._ ||L|'!|
.1:-.” [ [PRTEEEN | -|II'|||II=|'.IIII1 LR jEisl l,l|.||-|'rr
L1 1"-1.I|.,1 1‘|||;' ..||.||.Il|1||-,' B hl,'ll Ihl_‘ LETI]]
|l|||.|'\1||||1 L ||EI-\.-|'|1I1| l|||.|I ||Ir 'I'lﬂ'rulﬂ
avis Hospital were |=|l|"'|lH.|l.'-.|.l

In recenr viears. Hae h'l'hrlg\. iel liias
inv e i .!l_'l.lll.l.,luln N 1.II1||||,|| ||L|1

|'|-|.'|I\.II||.'|| .|||.II|I|'|,I1||.|| |.l||.||.||||.||k-|. lu|.-||I1|‘|

wide has been exempleficd by a prolifer-
datbini ol books on #loae® cibes: Lo
Lavwidvani, Loasd Bevadewi, Lo o "rl-l;l,'ll.
andl, in Flowiston, lisrpotien !lnng dis
gk dan bowt, Momshoie’s Foroodienr
Heritage, At the sdame bne, d goal deal
ol reveiid historical scholarahip has
fowidsed om what has been desorbed as,
pin i Mormain M. Klemns term, the
“histogy of forgetting.”™ the aitempi of
present day sinceety (o fecreate ihe e
i order o recipiure lost comumemnl
feehimgs. It ois i ehak spririd that the ful
lovavaig nimapges of demolished 20gh-cen
ey buflduiags of Houstod are e infed.
Wihile it o impeissible o actually recre
ate the s, thise [-|h|-r|n- and drawimgs
TR soame idea of the wide variety of
et ble structures tlial we odice ||.1|J, foami
fio lofiger do. Remarkable for their AEy le
diid rampe, the uldines sevn om tlie fid
lovwking, pagies give soene idea of the soope
ol what wie have lost during the pasi
M yers. And, perhaps, they myghi
reeninal us o be caredul of what we

cuvinld lose im the nest 100, m

{Excep apdsere imafed, Mg pilivdess ow
the fellamenity pitpes arv coinrledy af fhe
Hiwrsdorn Pualelee Lilerary, Hisiesdon
Medropudifaii Begearoly {ovider

tury of erasur:



Howsmoms Crry Have asay Magker, 19904,
Cawrarge B [Hekey, arcbiteni
hardet Shapaare. [lopaliafbed 1490680

For many vears after ds completion, Leonge B [hckey's
erad Vieroran Ciey Flall amd Marker domonated Marker
Sqquare. Hai ke comstraction il Joss rh Faingier™s curient iy
I-Lalll, -\.-I-|n|1|-' el b 1999, guaraniced the buillding's demse,
- - sV ul] 1||--||5.:|1 if |l|1|e-.=|'|! it div traacaied fomn for Bao iaoe
deciades. Dhckey, a piomment tur-of-the-contury Flainton
archiect, reccived thie comtract 1o build Hosiston's boareh ey
hall in Movember 1902, The srone and brck edifice’™
Victorian Romancsgue style was sevliseically anachmomisne,
since by the carly 19005 mosr longe public buddings on the
casd aml west casts were being Il mothe classical sivk
[hekey was abde o ke TF COnSITUCtIoE Cosls el & DEMDLEHID,
|.l|!|||_|| Wls '||||' FIRA MY Prasian lis :.! aE wais _1.._.,|_-||r|-|j HINET o |'||||
v 5. Glowver ansd Som, which cadne 10 oar 2500860, The

Job iy Hall Basl sweee poswvees, aeie for i clock anid o (os

a4 Hine |1,-||, |'-||||!. o whiwh have |l-|'|'|| r\'||ul.||[-\.-||- i 1||..'

P
-
A— Frioabmaan Uloek Tower (1990 at the comier ol Travis and
i
E i L igress The venshiers of the Giese-Blaser marker sealls sadid a
— L m——

sl |.'u|1-|' viarmety il e |||I|.|I.||| |-l-||-.|||-.,-.'I i, F|-|||. .|||-.| i |.|-|

TR
B ELEL L e ]

_____ 1"|IH'|II|.|'|._ |'|'||.I|II:|: ||'.|' |I'|:-1 J||-|llhr||r| e, Ly ||.||| winrhk
5 h] |.|||:I1|'-|.||r||.'|.| it 1the heavy 'ah,l'.l-l'a IFukil ||:-|' -.r.|||-.. whinch (L]
micated the hl||1|!|l||;':". DfNces,

Well betore the 1939 Coy Hall was fevishasd, the Lhckey

! — RN = LM WaAS vicwed by muiny |||||n.'||.ll|||.|1|\ Js AT i |'|'|1I|l.l

4 11||I|ht|.'|| EVEre; the Massadom Climogyle ediroralieed thae o
=l .
l_ '|'¢|’|_'u.'|l|nr A ||II-.|;|:hI|I. AP FANGE LT 1|I|.' ANV ERTRPCT &0

il — il 3 ||Ir|.l.||l|'_ |||II|'_I-|"|.'\-||'I-I'-\.I|'|.I “:.'..JI'. |.||||'\1|||.|..I|'|‘| A W

yon Farmers Market on Laossisioms Sereer in 1929, and that, cou
s _"r_"_' pled winh the evommmse impact of the Grear Diepressi,
o meant thar most of the bnbdings fiese o spalls were

Yl nne |.||.|F||I|\'_ chie 1900 Afrer city govvernosent mwved to s
mew locamion m P9E, ohe P04 iy Flall was o] as g buis
rermimal. The pwer towers woere demoliched in 1'ME bacpie
ol seroctural instabiletes, and he rest of the buibding came
i aoi .1|.u[:'.|'\1| B, 1'EeAD, Posllisia [T ey astating e the

rece |.||I-||'_ Slav
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CoLoren CARNEGIE BRANCH
Houston PusLic Lisrary, 1913.
Wikl Sifaey Paffaiam, arolfrdeod
1112 Fredenick Stveer, [loswalpdaad W2

The Calared Carmnegie Library was o prodioce af the
thriving Afrecan- American community thag once exis-
el i the Fosrtl Wand, a communiny that shas disrups-
ed, il noe acually desroved, by freeway constriction
anal a lack of meellgent urban planiming, Fffors o
eutahlish a libeary har Houseons Alncan-Amencan
commiunity began as early as 1905, The Neogro Libeary
] Lyvorinin Assorcaatsy v orgmieed im0 1907, ol 2
circulatimg by foe African Ammcricans was estab
Fiahieel wtsiale Hivipsroin s ""-;“‘lr-.. ||||.:||. i lvoal by WA, A
wirmemption drive was then immated o build 2 new
“colesred™ library, and alehowgh o moderare amsam od
MaEey Was ||hr.||r||_'|_| L ] |n|_.1| WL PMHTErs .||:.! |||c
Cary ol Hlusisoon, Frmen I Gonkt. 3 Hloustssian wheo
Rad once wisrked as Booker T, W 1'-|||||F||-\.i|lll. SCLFCTANY.
appdledd o Washingon fo mk philanthropist Andiew Camegie Tor assistance, Carnegse domiaied $ 15,000 and prosiaecd an addiional yeardy
appropriatson of 51,50 conarmtion of the library began in 1912 The Tibrary seas fommally dedicansd on Apal 11, 1915, and operated
mslepenclently aal P21, wihen e becane o Branch of the Hoaston Public Libran

William Subney Pigtmman was probally given the commissaon 1o desigis the library becanse be vas Booker T, Washangtonis son-m-law,
alebiugh Pamman hasl prevenaly worked o Camegle-financed progeas in Washington, 0 where bis otfice was lscated., The classsal
library's exeermor swas Faced with buffcolored brcks; s mossl svas green, Ir oontained an aoditosion that seated 250 people. In 192, the
Calared Camegie Libeary was demolished. Whay was bse when @ becamw rubble was g focal poing for Afncan-Amerscan educatiomal, socnal,
angd culoeral fmaotions, sach as the circa- 1926 mceing Haoustom s Alrwcan- Amwerscan tedciem amd edocators seeis io te |I-'||..I-1..| absinge



Humigl e L ann REFmsisG CospAmNy
PG STanos &<, 1919,

e [ Fanwe, awclralioe?

FARE Nl ol [eflermom, [hemmadintsd (8T

Ihie Mkt O amd B FErpimg Koanm pim Fillemme Sqmnion #4
srrvesl g4 st hang of a PrOoly s fod bow al |"..I|||=I Hin
LTI RN IS, whigh win CAREE [0 i '.|_'|-|-|' &l |||-,| |.|'-.|-.'| il
meethesd for selling name bramd gasoline, In the lare 1%h

amdl ey 20th Cenaung R pdrmsibile drivers usmally M

-.h.|~|'|.| |'_.|.'.|-':II||.' P hared ware sy % ITANSICTTIRE o i
thewr cars froam cans using 3 bunned, 3 peocess that could s
INETATYVETIETY,; MEssy, anel sEmictimes |‘|.|I||.'_|'r-"\.|'- Fualbimw 1414
the opening of the naton's Bt gas saation im Califomaa i
1907, h".'l‘ﬂll'“l' |'i|.-lu;.'|11 i b -\.|n[‘i|. el trom an '.Ii'\-r'lp_hl
stamd, [ust thres years later, gas was defivered (or the firs
T iR s vy [rEmp anel hose trism an |.I|'||.‘||'I|.:||-'.|-I|.| rank
Folforwimg vhas |.||."|r||||1l'|‘:| i, curhside pumps began (o
aprpear, which oneaned considerabie pralhic problems in
large cimes, In P93, o redoce trattic andll g [IHTHAE QL
o Eersnlame, Caalt Ehl T[T o the frst off-sirect |I||III;|_"'
stnion i Masburgh,

While Flambsle Chl was mist (Rl LY ially CARET Foy £TneT the
reginil gasoluse market, the company had aoguired the
| MAN TCHmeTy, W heich ] rated curbsade JYIETFT I <o
strustian af Fillmg Stanon 84 was inrendbed o spothighc
the IHlamhie L EETTHIFNTE TR amd =erve g% a showease for
thee sale al the ST AN w :l_'.l"al'lll'll'. Hanlr ar & oose of
S50,000, the statimn contapimed clements of sah A
Momivean and Beaux At sivies when oo IFT |.| i ."'.['rll‘ |.
e, I|"|||||"'.|'|'|I||'I'|r Ihamkele €0l starions werne nost consiruct
v im such an elaborate manner, ||‘||' TN PI\IHlIIII il ALLCIETSE
Fifle aw i '*"'F after Wiorld War 1 and a ten-foll mcrease
wn the number of filling starsons durng the next decade
FEeju red thie e '.|'|-"["|I'||'I-I il '.r.|J||.|.Ir|.|-|'|'.!|. ..|'||'.'|[‘i|.'l. anal
mtiligarian archigeciural aivie,
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Majssmic TueaTER, 19235,
fuslras | lesdie, arodsifert

MR Ririd, Mesnaliahed 197]

[hallaz entreprencor Karl Hob
litzelle, ivner o thie Interstate
Amsement Compainy, openaed
the Majesine Thexter on
Jomuary 2%, P25 The Sajestic
pained natmemnal notice as the
firse " atmaspbersc™ mastion
micture theater (with oeilings o
srprs sl clivsds) il \I||!I1|'|j 1%
nasted Chicago anchirect Johin
Eberson, It was alsa the brss of

thee muapinr mowie palsces to be
famey » Al .|:r||...1n| |.|||r|I'||'_ Misastinns
rheeater bulding bassm ol thi
g P2, Fyperbsslic advertin
: ments an the scal papers tmins
o peted that the Majisncs debat
wastild be o “socisl evens that

all Mosiston wall celebrate,”
Professor Spoeckonm Asxson al
the Wice Insatute helped inaon
purate the theater by delivering
an onatlase of the history ol
drama 1o the opeming night orowd, The SMagesnc was princepally Tealian
Renaissanore in sivie, althoasigh o contmimed Coreco-Raman decorative ele
ety as well. L thee lsnleling’s terra cobta fagade were twio ceranucstile
imscriptiens written swith classscal lertening
The fourth bevel of the extersnr Bagade comtaimsd o pink-tinted fnese
il Erodick g chiddren. The Majestics oviersor wis desspned o create o
parden-like atmosphere, and the theater was replete st hamging, vines
ard preliises ana Haaral moel decoratsin on the cntry coalimge. The audds
tosrim wies intemaded o prve theater aondiences tha impsressiaan that thiy
wone seated m el oitidoor garden of an fralian palazdo, The ceilmg had
rikclong legthis o v the etfecr of shimmenng stars, and dnfting
Closds were progectod o gadid 1o the illusion of being mdiasrs
Phe Muajestic speciabized i elaborate ive productsams and vaodesible
shows, with sillemt films bevig almost o sdelose entertainmene. By 1970,
the theater was charveng X-rated flma: the e was asld in Apnl P71
fose & 1.4 mmulbion, and i Seprembser o was clowssl, Shortly thereafter, thi

Vst was razexd

METROPOLITAN THEATER, 1926,

Wieval € Favir, arrofnidegs

T)E Mo, [hasircalialsad 1971

||‘||- EHilrdtice ail the "-l.'ll--|'- LR

The FIEr W= '\u|| §UCTE Tai i |||_'||:||i.l||| i

| ||-;'u...'\. (" BT, sk anl which shared Akl il the M '.-|'\l|l|'l.1'| Rlisck ¢ |I||l|. & vrisdracted Iy

Il'-..'q FIII1|"¢. LML "'|||||||'.| 1] | THET fiFisis Coserisctinn cimts Do the "1.1|_'!:|||u||'l.1||_ w s h II|'~|':|.'|| i
Clurnseriaan Dhiv o 1926, reached 52 millon, The theater’s oaise Bl iTE 1EStare Wik il hvddraiilia
|.'|_|'\u wATA il !.'hllh:'l |.'\-|.'|.L il 1||.L| raiseil the ~I-1I,'f|'l'|"l'|:|.1ll Carmrmd € v |||,'-.I|.| Il "'||| I|.||l|||||.|1|

i s REciav e BoE Bl paadang Wi |[Il_r|,'r EEjE, BT |'|||I..-\.|!'| thi |.|.|;:| af b the Samph. This .'l.llq,llln

iloie weared TOM e -|'\-||'_ windd the theater had g ool s NEIE CApsicy i L

T T "i'l.,'1|.||1|||1|.|-| SR uud-;h |1.|||-r-\,| i iy i hll-l'b, |||I.|| anel I|||' I“II!..I.I citeles. eveii beaiig
i

.,"l. el Il A% cEle O OOUTNETY 5 OErsEAT IR i Fhl'.l IErs i 1he |"|.-' [all II'IIq..l"HII'I | iy i i Thereri

L) |.u.'.r'.' "'-.'\-l'-_ 11 ||"\-\.-|_ Fainip™s i (5 ..|..'q.l-|.|h|||'\. |ami ||'.<' Ale I||||'\l||||r.|.'| [SREY |'|-|~|'n -\,|. T [ ||..|-|1 ik
" | VL goid smmok ™ and "an ]:.,;'- LR L ||||!|‘|I|||I|'.._- ."-:I|I|||||'_h ||'||' ik il | EVREn Rewvival archi
lEcliiife 5% akisd in thie Unired Seates im0 rhie mid- 1% cenrare, the wse o varioes histosicallv soled

il =L Il_"\-\. |_-_|.|-|;-.1 13 |q_||_'-.|'-|.'.|..| WOCfL AR il rh.-.|1|_ I IALCTiis |!III.I'\-|: thie | 'I'_.!ll'\.
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Houstos Turs-YVEREIN Ciusiousy, 1928,
lrakiply Fratpes, drclidvet

U002 Absivala Rossel, Phewpldilied 1991

e Hlowstemn Torn-Yerem s Houstons oldest Ceernian
ASsercan OrgaAnIEaTsnm, Founded in 1854, the *Tamers,*
primarily 3 culmaral, socual, and trarermal group, sccupicd
three E|u|||||||'|':'. hedore Fll'.l. [‘il ]|||-.:|-r wls seleetod e |.||".I||'.I'.
& clubhowse o mark the Turn-Yereins T5th ANV CFRY,
Fawr thigir fourth maove, the Tarmers sosghi o sulorban leca
tion, one remdnved from ghear previeais darwndomn sites, ansl
Pasughe @ parcel of langd on Almeda Roagl adjacont g pewer
Sogth Enad sibslivrssons

The Sustrian-bom Feger, who was Birgely respaamibh
tor introdscing the Are Masiderne stvle po Howsaon, etbeed
elemments of Viennese Secesuonimm amd An MNoarvean m hes

rigrag Maoderne dessen for the Tarm-Vercin Clulshouse, Th
sty buildemg weas comstructed of ik, smicen, mwein
forced comcrene, and hollosy ribe gt a oose af nearly
S200,0KE, The first Aooer contamed a reception lkall, the
principal men's clubroom, and a women's meching hall, &
rear wingg contained a bowling alley, bowling being ane of
i proup's Bavorsie recreatimal sporis, The second Aoor
meld a ballroee and stape for the clobs social functiom. A
promssade also extended abwsve the linwling laimes
Perhaps the buldig's greatest appeal seis the delighiiial
ornamentation that Fenger tsed to decorate the extenor

Facaade, Chver the entrance, an eaple sat above the inscrp

ria = Torn-Verein, ™ which wos Manked by the dab’s found-

img ilate and the date of the builhng’s completon, A
Seomrvean sivlized Aosal rebefs decorated the plagues thar
pbisrmed a one-story ferrace extendineg along the front exee
ring, Uhn the seconed oo, plagoes deplayed a seylieed
boauler and bowhing privs. Even thie drainpipes were
cevbrsed with an “HT™ monogram

I 1968 the Tum-Yeron moved (oo new lacation near
Sharpsiosn, abansdonig their old clubhouse, Following
vears of replect, the Iikding was placed on the ciry's “dan-

eeroais Buildings™ et in 19901 0 was deasilshbed vao vear

later. A Walgreen's drugstorne now isocipics the ik

LR

Gieamn Crsreal BaiROAD
Sramios, 1934,
"| 4

i Meshedk, srclralvd

12% Fravddior, Flenmliled | %

Ihe Sasithern Pacifics CGrand
Central Railroad Seuress and 8%
sdpoinimg rasl Facilities were
.||-|."|I“|:|'I‘| B Wi o 11 |‘||'|\|| sl
Biaily ar a cisy of mosre than 54
millaon. [ \.|!||-«.“',u|||.'|'. serviid as
A rn|||||_': For railway SRR hanil
L%, cities daring ths

1% 3is: The 592-foat I““F- sEEERGT % Daniil stOries I'|||f||| g faced a |'|.|rJ. i
"||||_|.|_.|__ Ihe exteriod of Grand Cesirral Seatwem was baalt of Texas Cordova
| estoihc: ifs |'|.1-u|' Was liewis =|||'||- Ty |h| FIEANN PAsSSIReT W ainimgl
PRI, l.l.'|‘||..,|1 'u_'].ll_'l_l | Ty :|H_'|.|-|""||_'.\, ||._|-_| i Tt slory -_|'|||I'|' anid was Hlanked oa
wither sade by marals |l.|||||i'|§ |y ||||||| ".|-_|i!||_||| i, Oine of the muarals can
sern bl 1lsi |1|u|l|| ke above i depts I|".I|'|'||'.|'|| F. Ausiin, Paroi de |'i.nr'|||l.

FANET AN oA ol Texas

and other settlers bogrming the Al

in 1829 The secomd moral portFayed Sam Huouetden entening Huogston on
hasisehack 1 1857

||1| TETL R |.l.'|||-_|:| wwith s |-,||.|. ent raelvards i |.'|'l|n| AR arca 1"~I|'I||.||I!|:
rwin lowks from W I.~||IrI:.:I|||| mowreh vin Cairard Screetr and for ssx Blogks
|1.|1_|||.-_| b ' u!llrlr_llul NwirTiiee, fi |'|| acied thie Cemiral T ol ol thie Flasstomn
and Texwas Central Basleoad, A1 s e, Coramd Central saw abowr 50 tranms
arive and .L||_'l|l.||l dailv, The starien was demodshed m 1960 tio Iy Wl a
wifE FOIF ||l.|' I|.||l.l|.|||||'\.l.|| ficial ol s desrrocnion symbohzed the sl ol

the FRIsACACT LRARN Ora




O ann Gas Bunoisa, 1939,
K emupih Frgnaheo, grvbieed
| raradina i Do, Dosirslifsed F970

1o clesagm ol Pl L Wl afid Coas Baaldume of the Concineneal Thl © HTPANY WAk Prav o il the March

J pnsine ool Archfechungl Recornd as beeipg socosshul] inoan eftom = create ofisc CULETEE S AETFad

Fiie ."|.|_|:;|| |.-.|' E 1A T T ||'l|.\,' refanes brom thi LeiileEr of rhe city.™ The walls of the six-stoey |||.||.!

INE wehe (ETRN1] -.ur!: |.|:"|-I |lr||L_ aith B Eram The i ral cislew scheme wan « A BIFI I FiraL o anl nn

|'||_I Flmck. Ch !';'||' (L RRIETRS | oo svas a EAFe, A |‘|||.|'\.|: WINL AT (T BN P thar sold e oo MpAay &

Lonsis i .:.|-\.|||||.|'_ sl II'|.|J| whe ] Ihe rop Nowie comsisted od 2 ;ll'lll.hllll-u. X Finime o the Hamagla

| ||||'\-_ AR | l\..ll.|-\.|... PREALE ol ehal l|'\-!||..ll..| = ||||||||"..|'\-||||I 1 T8 |l||-\.|ll.'|lrl.lll-. execimves, For

e comnvemience of the Isilda i & ol it (TaRTN
[ETiAnes, whiin BT Kbl & I“'r-“ i Ber ool deas
1EigEs i therr real evrare and EIAETT 15 LR
INgTifs, i |:'|l|||I-\.| Rinisr ladl a i'll.:|'\l||||! ciifyaihg
wervice, | e stronere was saeed m Mav 197

Architece Framsheim made an enormssis

mark on Heouston archivecrre broms the 19 MW
I|||-'||:,:|. e 1950k In addimaom o hes 19 3% wairk
om the Uil and Ceas Bualding., the Flumbsk
aiabdime, and Lamar Fgch Schasel, Franebeim
III"'\.||'_II'\. o ehe divwnrown YA '|. Folex™s divwn
PO T, the Pr .h,l. nEnal |'||||:.!|'|5,'_. thie Museum ol

Fine Arrs, Houston's Bladler Weng. amd the Bank

of the Souaphwese



SHAMROCK Hoter, 1949,
Wiy 1. Platrack, prefalocd

A S Mg, [ vermdfiadieed 1087

With a star-singdaded [ RN IEE ihar was broadeasi Lve o ihe
iy o fhe AR radis :||'I:|'.|||:L. e '1||.||||r-u,:n Histed becams
tiemby Bived i ghe Smerscan mund as an « I\I\..'|||I|'-||' il dFATIeT
Celenmn L MoUarthy™s can-do bromd of Houston entreprenes
ship, The lame come largely from the sparin ol the hoels excess

Tald) |'_I.|||..||||-.:I'| rather tham sis an |||I....'.||I|'l of which Frank

1 Byl “..lu,:l'.l Wik If |'-urn-..| o e commmented afeer emic Py
the lobby, “1Mve alwavs wanted o know swhai the mswle of a
I'.I."\.I..l'l”l ek like b and mow | knewe,™ NMeverthe |-\,'-.-\.. RAn RIETLL]
marsn of the ennire coumiry s mveied by the Shameock's 52
Pairick™ Ty debuai oon March 17, 1949, whsch was i mmany
wavs the ciny of Hasusrons debor oo ghe Ulieed Srares

Alel arthy had a visice of relis AL tha LICTTS (S L] Flessistinin
feonm it rradhiceenal doverrown center oo a e =l farther ousi

.||l|||l.:_ Sicith Alain i ..|.|||||-\.: LR LT N the tiase ”‘ll_

Shamirock was ongemally envisn vs ey o A ol a

Raowkebeller Cemvier-like siglsurhan CrTIEE N Mikoeeh this cen

CETH W evenially abandoned, the Shamrock aliose sodl man
.||:.L..| BV PETETANE Hperesi low eevades alver iis LR g
Linimaanely, the oot of the | S-smery, 1000 - pogmm Shamrnck
i |..‘||.|.| rg.?l millism, Architecr Wyaie € Hedrick unlized an
RNRSARE VErsic OF S50 i |,|J.'h"||-\. v wikh LI il VLI
..|.|| Feasseivg bor I|‘||' ||||||'|'lu exierEer, el imsicle the |'\-||||-\.|||:p_ Irish
Amenican MoCarthy's rasees ean rampant. Pracnically every bix
TRl il e |I-\.'||-\, |. L]} III'\-IIIII-L the ashrrays and wasichaske 1%, WETE
.||'.L|lr.1|:|'|| '||.|‘.|I '\-l!..1rl:r||-|.:..'\-. '\.'rl‘llll_' dimner |'\l|.II|.-\-| wirre emblagoned
witly & L | P " In .|". i3 -.||.|-||-r-. il RECET Wer sl in ihse
"'al'.l'l'llh k% HINIETHITR, '\.l.lll., h were |.|r|.1-;-|1 |,|I."\-|I|:|'|I'I! v Lins
Linpebes. aetionr decorainr Boldserr Hareell, A s |||:'|I:l\.||'.l|| [‘k.l.l'-rl il
the |||r..'.,- Laracios abwoy [ the enrrance was doaie by | dward 7
L ||-\..|._ .|||.| |'.||h.:'|-\.l-c 1wl |'\II|H.|||..|'|| ihe & TERELIETE millwowrk.
AlEeT ||I., ;"|='li|. wry sk !|I.L' hoeel's OIPETINE, cuomarig realiry
|'\ il Bk B "-l..\_l. .:|1|||. A b ULRTERR ] ] Pres tarced hom 1o
sl rhe Shamrock 1o the Flileon Hocels € CHPHIFATION i 1955, In
PR, thee Shamresck wis |||'.|..|‘|.|-| J by the Tewas Medical
L.efiber. |||.| .‘ll'l-|'||.' J gt | L .||_ vl well arremded st

e Faste] was geien Jdovwn e 198
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Frest Crry Namiosal Barxs BassisvG Pavinos, 1961,
Sbidprere, Cumiegs & Mermll, arelinecis
TiWH Manis, Dierevlrlsed [908

e prcscrvEtion of feoent imwadewn Limalmarks Buis often oo a hard-sell o [ePesErvat s by bawiners 1o
"'|"'"'"||" Teawe o shiftculr fome I\.IIIII-|"I|'|‘II fdeig e fact thar the hawises dnad balduigs they grew wip wiih ife o
JI'I""-"-:"""" the Svear mini i 15T Mecesdry hor inclisesi on the Manioial Regider of Historie Plaoee As o
resialt, there was an iEsilhoent pubbe oucry swhen Ferat ity modesiog hankiog pavilweis was theeagened with
destroction i the lare 199k, Firsr Cigy Matiomals free-stancoig |I.I'I:l--lll; |'|-I'|-l-ll-l'l- with it _-;I aes-weal il margralls
|IH;|I|IL-\.|. LS TR Nt A cheaily st thie bk |'\-|||.|||-.|-_ aeart frumiia (88 Comtipelitoe The froe-dpuiiiiind Bualaha, withi s
high-qualiny finkshimgs by Skidmaore, Ohwings & Merrill, became a fixoure i the daily routine of many
Huoiestomiaias whio warked apd banked downarown, The “|.||_-._|-|||_-lh| aieplance of Fiese € oy I‘hll'\lll-l'll; e ik
helped facilieare the spread of modermism throughow the ciry. In 1998, the banking pavilion was demodished
make wav Jof 3 |l1r|..|||u parape,

29
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“What Flosustomi Pessars i dn Ce
Fanial degroy i i exgraoedinin vwial
iy, Chie werdhios that it had & |J|:|;|;|
|rl|q_|_-|'u'||;| redch, thiar sl s il
tura] i fmdgn pagivrns wene s well
imslerstinnd an dhdlir dbyivimow ©

Ak Davingie Hasxeahle!

owEver serviceabile Dlossrisn may

b heneath the surisce, it is noe

rhie Lind o place thar makes air
wravelers want g0 stay dver 8 Sarurday
nghit, or which rewards ns caprive pisdi
moe with masch in the way of 2 piibilec
life, assaimiing they want . The exeradrd)
mry siocess of Philip Johasions Tramsco
Fowmeasm as an unaar-cindinnned paeopd

mugneL, sgpeas they dog, and are even
l.'|.'|I||'|||.:-_ tow Fighit the trathc om the West
Loop e et oo g for for thar mantes, jus
i dirive by i, as Deyan Sodjs noed
appreciatrvely i The Cime Humadred Mile
Ceivi. Whar was developed by the Hines
bvperesss ws a comporate lywn omament
liar 3 &d-story oltace ]H.lrldlllg next oo the
Caalleria has been tranaformed, |'-g.' LIRS
moH isage, o 4 case for the owsoorcmg
al the public realm, complere with wed-
ding parties, taco vendom, and hore
drawn-carriages-for-hire, Mo pulslicly-con
trwved attraction in the aiy remorely
approaches the foonean's comceneraied
evervilay appeal, save for the well-hghted,
curbsade oo tra an Meemisrual Park,




which daily swerves as the setting lof an
evemng beng, Mdoc-tovwn faresegpnake.
Mo alows the city alford imocl in the
Wy ﬂL‘Il:lIIHIIII.LI-'h.‘h- thai demmnseraie
amy -..lH'I'll'lh.I.IIIII"-I‘!- tuvarn-like !I|.=|.'|t||p;. cither
as ensemibles omi the wanety -adiehin-uibity
il cusliiwaied From Bedbond Squane o
Seasule, or as hadsigers of the wnall
u-uu-ﬂ-llrrr'n--.hnlnlrr ||||.||I!|||"h'\|-1t cele-
beagedd from the Wose Village po SNoming
Hill, Fowr residdentual procinets of special
cohesion and comvemence, the Hoiston list
tsally by sl eids with the sarmeally
unificsd {by clark gray pasma) choseset ban
b thear enfidd The SMeml Collecrim
This imuscuan anracts archiecmral ali
emimaithm, caimeras b hanid, ar a5 seeady a

I.Il‘l" as it does dévobees of Pt and
sculpaurne. Har more fo the: poen, if seree
por conifirmy Lose Lhewelyi-Davies' propos
tiom thai “In the st resoit, archeciure w
thai whch changes land-ime.™ Obr;, ai the
wEry beasd, sodiifies i,

Several backpround develpanietits ane
worth msmitoniig is oseful upgrades m
civie amiemty: the whalesale plansng of
trecs spomared by Toees for Houseomn andd
the related city ordimance mandating aneer
trees ab regular intervabs for all mew oom-
imercial amd resilential comstructiony, the
busibelimg, set-back onibinance procipated by
the marroe-plass walls of the Woodway
[Drve) canyong the rechmnation of tho
Flessdway ool Dastlake Favons from Sheplend

v 1o oo, amil the Texas
ll'p.uhrh'm ol |r.|nq!-|rl.||:1|||'h. diecabim i
replace the Sowthwest Froevary viaadice that
runies throagh Muosiires and the Miscun
[useract witli a |J|.'pr|.".=| o oy,

CH o, smmmply pdyeig thimgs up s
na pading to increase Houston's eatertass
iment vilise, cither mi the everylay sende o
the air-traveler-ensicrng ove, lidead, i
Sodpe noded i 1992, aprart from its
“shimmenng, sculptuned and Gceted sky
scrapory ... [tjhe cory Tas vet o orvare any
otheer semse aF aseli .. Mannaeg, as 18 15
practmsed in Hlouston, s o cemedses or
thas ... what plannig docs try 1o do m
Humstomn s woe mistill the scime of parade-
grisinl meatness s beloved of middle

2 HIOG et Ve

Anersca, Whint Himstoi's planters think
o s good planning iv the Landsapuig of
p.1|l.|||p.- biaks, Bob wisist o trees, and earih
beriis alomg their frontages, and sall
drecreet busaiess signa. ™2

Beal remedees ane diffbicule b come by

especially for a ¢ty alteady so spread
i s wiys, whose citteern ane maore self
sulficient in the ar-conditsoned comifor
oo their hommes, v ielevision and the
sibernet, than anyune could have imag
ined 80 vears ago. Real remedios requine
real ingemuity and investment, as opposed
o merely sulbstiuting privaie opulence
and pubibic tidines for the =private opu
lenor amd public squalor™ Jobin Kenneth
Cialbwaith deplored n the mid-cenpury
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e Ballors, Prgaun be been roturned 1o the rool of the Mognole Beldng. {vuld nimdder vigroge perk ug Hosivton's nhplee

aftbmene wockety, hi |'\'I|-|-|||I| of Hleosiom,

as Mdla Lowse Huxtable disceried YRR
Er-Cenury agan, wae char of provisbing “an
anchor mo fme anal |.l| ioe where aeither s
defined, Al ol those vabues that acora
I|'.r|-|||'_|| Wil oenruries ol crvibizatson
iele Ay, HNINLEY wea b - .--III|'|||. Ky, syle
I & |!||_'|:'. oreaned owr off whole < |--I|'|I
ir whasle Praars, with unabashed comm
mercidl eclecniciam, How else i establink

A TR I |'l|.|-\.|. O COHTHETEmLY,, 19 indicaie

BIITCrEmCes WHeEnE none Exusad

Exmma Tomrmsas

Rolamd Barthes has wnrren that skoyscrap
CHy s gneat oommosnpdac
what s asconishing alsmm the skyscraper
1% thar o Joes nog astomish,” As it o
perowe the poant, m I9E2 ghe carpmors of
the Cosnpeer Fleswirm Museam assembled a

serics ol B skoyl views ol Amerscan

citkes and [rrr i d them witho & P
CREMIE 01 I.:':I:'.Iu.llllll'-'ll thi '\.I.I|I|l-\.:.

Caties, detvmg readers tis gell thean apart

| dcvwmmanwen | lasistamm TS FRLTPH e
Fhouih Phalip loheson Began io [HuIFE Che
woy asie ol thein ilentaiy crie watly the da
shope tops ol Pemmom] Mlace, with fow

CECEpLioNns the tEempictio-capped MNigh

Espaersion Building and the nesnng Fas
Bauses of fohmson’s Hepaubiic Bank Center
— il of the dosntown skoyline is snll
hewet by o numibing sameness,

In order to literally project a danncove
image, Continental Airtines last vear poo
1"\||-I.|.| (N ] ]l-l,'.llrl B PR e ||r|,’_\ll'| oein thi
apper face of mn 52 -wtory headguarners
Puilding m Collen Center, thereby provnk
1 the mdmpmatesn of Uemiral Hosusiami
|I|.,. .|rI|,| doiens of other |'||I|.Ii|'| wraanmesed
curporate cifieems Mo thar anvone should
e pan wlarly charmed by Condsemnial™s
Mg, A F_-ll..ll.ll'l'. |'H.IIII.I| ul.l\.:l'q. thai iw less
vivid o represengation of Hight than the
Peganm that bramds the Magnadia Bualdeng
ann Dhalbas (The oagzimal 50 boast ﬁll_.:l'l gL,
which rofaied on 4 derrick-ke pediment,
was added as an alverthowughe i 1934;

::'I i

duplicare was recently placed atop the

timlay Bs A maeEm Piswe, theisis

ke | '.|'_r||l||.| by g Dhablas civie (LEEEITT LA Even
b ahe seamelards of Dallas “cheamer
than Hisiston mowre thightly comgrmalled,”
in et Laery SMoMurerv's m |||||I;._
Canpineral’s desire o |||-I|||| wimshy 1ts co
hie skoy wionald see

PEECARE PArest o i

eiringly reasomg IEECEINDY AT Prowdinet
i M ereniancn, o kel L7 arially |II|.||IIII_
cespasionm i The M pETARYE OF 8 markei
sonnomy wher |-I--||'.||r-\.'.-'|..|. like thi
bz
mherently the same,
I Manhoaman,™ ¢

=the earlicr tkyvsorapems Cabmist everyvibomg

8|1 ES [AETRE| [AFERILI L TS AR L]y, B e

adin Bowe reflec,

boib betore 19500 are sobl ofsedient oo the
prmeaples Jod roabiop adormment | observegd
m Houme, Mo sl MNew Yook Cary sa
vertial excess, but, antl very recently,
ey every skyvscraper behaved appross
muately ke Sang" Apncse m Parsa MNavond
The Weakwornh, the Chrvsler, the Emopar
Srabe bouhdegs all hetuve thas way ... At
street level they are ey ... e st picw,

the celebration ob edwece, the frorfun,

hefemg wp fop, ™t

Ax o means of overon TpTsanang, bor
the general disarray lovhers mophe sy
messy vty of it publbc groand and
space, Fasston has temded 1o renct harsh
% oguaamst billlboards and other wpmagt
Bt if, as Marced Diochansp sormised, an
mghit e thie last retusee of sconnadeels,;
Lontimentn] condd perhaps think of
declaring s corporafc syoibed @m artst
CrEATEm & 4 comunocy-sindamds- pross
way o make is presence Ko amog

the upright par boxes of derwnrosn. | b

pRimaner of such o stratepy can be detecied
m the hat ook of Clies Olldenbonm s
rodled-up Flitim Dealer, tossed across thic

pudille ol Lake Ene omin

Frank Ceehry's umbaid Projressive
Insurance Corparation Tosver B
Cleveland. Closer to terra firma, ong migha
ailuey peflect thar Bag Diadely Wade's ot
saxophone, made from VW parts for illy
lises gy Bschmmanad, thwarted the sign
podice by clamming special dispenmation as
art, 4 distmction that abo appdies to Ant

Farm’s Thaunderbherd readv-made impaled

o A prylesn in fromt of the Hland Rock Cale
win Kirby

I arthul Thusdertnrds and saxophones
can slip through the radar of commumnty
combarmatareamisan, aod il Frank Cediry
att@ch o real Lckheod F 1O Starfighicr (ot
on the Bacoade ool the Caldomea Aerospraa
Maimeumi, (“an mapared piece of adverts
i im the julgement of the ‘Walker An
Center's rotrospective catalogl, then wisats
o abop a P THY, or 1 hberylass
bawly-daable, trom porching atop Conn
menand's pylom ar Te00 Sauth Streer? [ the
ety fathers should mansge to annul thas
marriage ol anf and conemerce, Uonaniscrtal
conbl sull adopt the fomomonalst. approach
of Christme™s in Pendel, Pennsylvania, m
winch a Saperd Comsteliation m parked
o Ehe md, Bowever decoratmvely, o ser
w5 cuncktanl lmumee, As an operabile restan
rami, Combinewinds 737 wasidd surely b
ertrtled to the same protecisen as thi

restaurant atop the Hyatr Begoney H
A mare gemeral retroditting of the 1op
al Haoseon s domsntonsn skyscrapers
might begm with Uhne Shell Placa, ehi
upper reaches ol which enjfoy o perma
mently unobscuncd by the grace of Lty
Hall -'n.-ll\.lll NN [ ||----\.--l-|-|'n.
1 aturdy oomnfenanor with dn sobmcally
sigpestve primic tenant. In face, the anchs
tectural adaptabibity of the Shell Uhl
]

[ |.|'\..|'l\.'-\. sivmehaed has dlready beon rosgd

Pesbrad pii g sovmes o semace skibons budt

accurdmp to o sheol] desyin patehied m
1940, O can mmagne ihe fog ol Cne

Sshefl Plaea morphimg ineo @ Uliryslenesgis

hicadd e win eineilabin of those reestand

ng gLang Shell service statings — the arch

poctural coptvvident ol bag Baoer, poamped iep

oy Comrilamrini bo the scale ol M bajuaiy

tanldime. (| To Henry-Rossell Hitchoook,
writmg a short trse afver the patent for
b shell-diesepn sbatsons was @i el =thi

ceEmalmrateo of sSEOCT b tsivaia e i

fobd svrmibsiloenn on e Best roadolied

shands prardiles, |1-_||||;' . Flee EfwivsE

n
encTiramiE s bk T ||-_|||'-_-_|||r- il

=1 Tl %
L9 sl ZNAE ool

Pt vy Tall Fldimee el 3 1aleme

head, bisf sonme Clearly aiavete W Enrosi,

£ core hysiess w ataral pas, mnela

ligzlat aop e range 4% 8 tofchcre o



arder ol the 4-story Pharos of
Aexanddria. Somcthuisg of the som wais
comtemplated in %66 for the “lamp™ of
e Alacdin Casimo amd Hotel in Las
Weggas, in the form of a 40-foot-hagh;, gas-
me-tuctod lame that was 1o fhicker anop a
Tk bt 111.'||||'| AN, W har i meeediesd hr“_—1
hirwiever, B an in-natural gas efbect, per-
haps a bamid-crysenl-enhanced mocrermal
Elare thar po real Hame could manch,

Mor shiold one forget the once-revaly-
i Spindlcrop restaurant of e cereinally
wober Hvarr Florel dovsmpoen, Becall also
than i her st il rhie cigv's Imeewa s,
Ada Laownse I“I.l'\ﬂ .'||.'|||,' WA |,!|u.,||1.'l|l:|;j. h:r 11|;
*revolving neon |~|.\rm' thas |1r||l.'n.J.n.| a
prace nide betworn the glang roach and the
mummmy s head on the Samrhwest Freeway,
Sarcly no hocel .'|rn'||'.h|'r'|.' huas i plance h.ll'_
revolving o0 nat, of the scale the platform
prl'u'll‘ll.'l.l b thi '1|_'|III|J||,'r|||'| e

AN o wihsch & noe oo BEHIREST thas
Ao s Do L B whinild Winctinm '\|I'||1H||
i |'|r|H:|I|'\.: |'i|.I..|'I1||,|'Ir LL Al (AT ]
.||':|'|||||;.:h whien the comnooiinm & A theere
% e resison ik fo o pables, 0 tace, the
CEpures il Femith™ can also look like Pres,
ur anw iher species ol ormoment; or folly,
that spes the metallic helmet of the
Chrpsler budldmg, the bugiressed mound
aboiet of Flisogd amd Howell's L hicagn
Fabaine tiewver, the broken pedimseng of
Fhalip |ohdeon’s ATAT Bmldmg, and Sioh
Armmajana’s 127 (ooi-hagh T wark tLarn
for Ciesar Pells’s unbuil Yerhba Ssena
Firweer all suggest, with varymg degress o
sicgess, other mis [""'\-'hl'.ll.f e 1R msans
ol eunhbishime an semal Wiy

-1
Cloreer b the rouml, tnost nutailen soem
wmazcd by the obuguiy and cimsraiaty of
oaf patking parages — one hosigontal
chzar hox for every opturmed onc, of near
b s, While marape tiaj A iy devia
ble as plarieinms for eemmis chibs (Alen
Uenter, Caalborta s emploree cafetorms/jnims
Temmegas), of, i the case of the garage
beluind the Alley Theaters, a stall vacan
shell oof w thieaver, these placaons ane sel-
daim wsed Bar arivaliamg misiee gl i-_|||-|-|:.;
|||||I|'||'| |.u||_'- ikl s
I ;".|.. \1:|1|'. 5 I'rnl-rn I |I |r.|'|'..lr.lr.'|'|rr_

Viermon Dhalh W, i wielf |1|.|.|1-|' Bisinces
A, Wik eif fHe |'._1|:l|I (41 -\.!‘rll.|.l||'_ lizy
| arsdelin L Ei thee Iebeh Mowor aoll & [RLET
“narked

s | imcoln wa liegk (R 17 E||_' ||| hanid TRV

i .l'.l.|||'|| lii 'h.|'r||q.| i ||||5‘l'|r ||-|
it rhie west wall Ar ||I|_'|||I Fiiy il Bl
hirm was ablovwed g ||_||L o thie 24ch

ke, It wvas where he o &l e 1R

I:'I.IF_ it wars s B A the ne I|||I'._|!

msiicy had Bougha him that he loved
completely and pever tred of.

In a similar vean, Le Corbusier
developed schemes i 1926 for the entre
preneur Joseph Miege to condtrect & small
“cobony™ of studio howses on op of the
sevensstory Garage Baspaily two densmss
wiere stuclied, one lor 18, another lor 46
wonins, all arranged back o back with 2
peripheral garage-top “sabewalk™ provicd
i Acoess, i what amosnted fo an airlih
ol his Hjghe-weight “student hasming™ pro-
ject of 1925, [Possably, Le Corbimicer was
aware ol & JEroup ol HPLATTFETIES COnS TRy
el m the earls 1920k on 1op of 8 garage ar
22 e Barrauk by ihe Citroen automahbile
‘IHT'lrl‘lﬁ'a Tin h|||n|' |1|||.-\.un Ta X 1!r||.-|'r-... ]
development thar remaiin intacr toslay,
thasugh presumably the occupants have
chamged. | Garage o comdomaniums
coukbl, one suspects, find takers bere, per
|L.|F|-. YN 1 |-|1||1|nr|| sl im 11I|; InnaeT [l
I|I.|r ' |:|l|.:|': |'-||:||.\‘_',J|||'.|..'[\-|“'I'|r|'|r-\.||'u.' HELL L] The
ol Lacal "'Hulﬂll_'rll !h.llllllllp_ | i thie
le“.: Palace Lobm), Alss, learming from Le
Coorbiasacr and che ceiche o chie ol of
the Unime ' habstanion, it s oomoevalele
|||1.r ':::II_' LT il RAFAEeS '.'l.||||||_| ki
vishle work '|"{'H1' [Il'lLl d dav-care wites s
that parends coulid park their cars and poe
w bl Al o chibidren ot the RN | asurd)
motes belore shofflng offf 1o work.

Bl SLiEFERS

Except fosr the uppser-scorme fowers that
apeke thie leaty Innges of River Chaks,
Rrtarprove and the Moseuam Diseract,
apariment constraction in Hoasmon has
ey mamsily @ manifestatsn of what Wal
Whitman called the *pall-down-and
Finld- cver-spain sparit” of ferw York m
the mud-19h CEmiury. |1-|'-u.|'-|'|. wailv-higty
rese apartments pngd condominiums are
imeand fo pay ot in o fow as ax vears, so
the results tenad to be limay,

The lsabsella Cowart, locaged noreh ol
Seary o vlaim Seroet, o one of the few s
haghrese Flousoom agarment [neldings o
cumtlae froness, onmimodiey, and deligh
The sabella’s 18 amis, some of which are
spili-bevel emid-stmdion, have always beem
ity lermsanad, Dt ats prosmiise was oever really
cxplowred as a pattern for Satibed” hous
i in [Hlouston, and 2 s dowbefal that s
eumimple wonilid prirvsle an econamically
viabde masdel in polay's ecommomy

Hevwevir, anether promasang, if so lar
underachseving, concrete-framed ans
b -scabed propsition bas appeared m
thie fwm ol [ ST AparinsTEs,
.,|-.||||||'~, atets with at beast o dosilie-
lia .l_|:|'\.| LYLATH u1||l.,'\..l.||_|l. LT3 |:"'|-'."|| s ok the

:unlhl_l'llrpi 31

Cann Gilbeprt's Bodin Sruding. bs Mrw York [1918) presested o moded that later civdia oad loby beddon ool spies 1o

studics apanmcids built in New York
amosimi] the term of the th ceniary. In
Baesy York. apartment buldivgs of this
By siumetimiss alfeciod the nammes ol
artiags, s did Cass Gilbert’s [4-spory Rodin
Spoidis on West 37 Saeect | 191 8) anad the
Giarmabarough | 1908 on Contral Pairk
Lanirh. A6l were in ossemioe .|||||1||||.L sy ol
Richard Slosris Hune's Tomb Serect
Saudos, which Tee imtroeloced m [HSS as 2
LT ':'ul'lu!llllu TV, aivl which suwrvaves bo
T I|1,|r| i Cemiiary, A ol CIHHarary
U HITRE bid ks ..l',-r.-. |'|.Ir,I|l J'|!|'ru.|',||' |'1||||= ||_'~||.
thw |,|| I llf A APATEFTTE Wl h |_|| 1] |J¢\ | ||'||_I|J||'
1.I||..|'.n i " \IIII il |||_'|- .|r|d |'||,I-\.\.|'l,.|_'._‘ ol "
||'|'||||5.; il ||1|;-|:|||..||; oo wmich an abundance
(1 |||;||1 _||||_‘| T Al hr_ I|||-_| VT %dn 016N
ITRATE, W sk i dml Vel WO OO TN |I' ,
| s s, |_||".|,||||:|-| s Wiene T |||-||5;
el o e -..||;_hrr|-.| |-.|||||||_'|‘| LLLH R I I
'il|:||l' .|||-_| Wik iscincis Inoem .|-,|1|l|||
T PG s ED \.|1|'|_'|.|.|:-| I|1-|' CTI e FTRCEl
[ | ||I|_' |1||||-_|||:I|,'_".. DRSNS, 3 FCEY rh Al
THLS W DO BTy ||||' ST In |!|||:-.I||||
A more dosvn I:||.|_|II|'| 1||.1 '|I-|'|h 1=

amhili =

IMeET it il I|||' SN "|||r|..
-II'||I1|.|_i- con e bomal im L € .,...I-."-_"_-r'-,
liver g, |'\l|n,|\. l|]||.'||l_ rererieril iy i s
s dal 19272 wihiich tersg commlvimed, os
Eevoer Banham has mivtedd, basth the

noE ol "verncally sacked d|||l||"\ TLRT ]

mients .. o tvpe] almoss withione prece
et m b L e = and vhe wea of * :".Ilr:_lul|.'_:

each umir with a duples-heght garden
torrace witham the shelier of the kogk.™
Comnstructed m remdorced concrene and
wacked e :'Il'l.:l'l j'l':ln ¥ wet-huck [ LAL
P range ) alswe basemem parking., Ls
Liwrbosser’s ®frechold maisonetties™ wil
las i the sdey were pretaced by deep,
doibde-heempmhi, very ome Foench halboonies
(“each ... completely dhoa off from i
meighbor” | po poesent & “hanging garden™
facade o the strevi. Uiherwse the block
al 120 qniats weais arrameed hke a giond
palazen, with the hacks lookmg onto o
b s-cnart oonertyarel, As an added
amtraiction, Le Corlssier proposce] chat the
units be marketed v popental ocvcupaints
thraugh =a grear nem |'1|r-..||.|.-|. s heme,
Fein years lates, he resliond a fragment of
this visson in the slender, proondd (oss
narking |1||.|w- cighil stowies Mawon Clare m
Caenova, where 45 doplesed umars enpoved
shiallins clipeun, rather tham decp hanging
iarden, haloones

Remifomrcod -conerete mnmeindiles-inils
fode parvspects it ehe scade of Randall Dave’
"-IL'IIII|'~-||= pif Casbiam (Boirr dneis with
douhle-heweht halconms stacked s 1o of
primind-level parknm) are already viable in
I isiton. Anothor [avis Prot 1§ e



14 [ T R

the Renoar in the manner of early Mkh-cen
mary Adanhagan, though i shows a p-;nnl-
wian ol thie new Louvre as iis design concept
m pre-ponstrucisoas advermseng,
Problematse as the exrenoe creamenis
and sreer mendliness of these projecs may
e, they nevertheless [mn-lde 3 muarker-dest-
ed armanare thay coubd reashily accepr cos-
metc upgrading of the kind Fdwin Lutvens
applied, at the behest of the Westminster
e, io the ootsixles of apartments amd
olfsces otherwise baale o the plans of “spe
cnahst™ archiiecis i Looadon in the laie
1920k and early 19305, A sinng of such
ovmmeticnd v |.'|1|un.-|:;|, wreei- fnendly lofis
conudd prosade the basic for a potenmally
pleaswrable transfosrmation of Main o
Muomndrose, As g hare-bomes expediens, even
the muamally glazed, haleony-pridided cle
vaikms novw asenciatied with the fype could
BCCEPd a =“Mlapidica House™ leie {or hang
iy gardend) patterning all over theough
applicriion of the see-through dot-matns
sun sorpensfcrims now enployed for
advermming over bus and o winsdows.

Sromree UHasoes

Somctime before the anddbe of the 21
century, Houston's popalatksn wall be pri-
marily of Lapin-Amencan extraction.
Alresdy, Mesxcan League soocer frams
regularly draw capacity crowds o
Robertson Stadinm at the University o
Houspon, ansd ong would hope thae the
stadian that will be Tl (o accmmms
dae the Hodeo and the ary's enirypo-be
i the Mational Foothall League will alss
be soccer-comparible, [Homston is more
lkcly than San Antonio fo be awarded a
rmapir leagoe sxccer Tranchase )

As prescintly conceived by HOK
Spors of Kansas Ciry, the design for the
new MFL stadmim envismomns an cooremeeis
v worth plaeed end-eone “lobbies™ and
ghased contamers for out-boand ramps
attached o the long sdes ke saddlebags
Bather than dsasimalare the bulkimess o
the whaole, this window-wall skiring am
ply demmmsirates that fransparency o iwd
abways a pubdic vertc,

Fhowgh the attenapt o dvind duplicar-
o, The gray-wushed, cnderbliock charm
off the Astrodome i sinderstandalde, the

Elﬂ;'llll'iﬂj. barm-hike nature of H'hr wiai o
|1|'|:'c||.1|.1-r.'i any real chance al ||mu|.a.11np:
the ll1.:|'lri!|l.. q1.|.:|u-|"||.1:|h|'r|.; qunlit}' o
open-air afenas wich as Rice Stadium,
Since moiiher the view i (o the anderade
i the Fralnht.:ndl iwiar oot (io the desala-
eiinit o the parking lot) are worth cultivat-
g, the betier peire al valior would be i
g the cupemae of i thermally -suspec
window will and nstead decorate bour
ptilitarian masonry facades s audaciousdy
an possible.

As a thematic basis for such a diver-
sinmary onee-over, one might begin by
roecalling that i was the partscipation of the
Ramdens — a cashi-cinw of e than fran-
chime plaver proportions — that ubmmagely
made the new stadium arramalsle, Whercas
“MFL odficialy nigally wanted an open-ai
stadm foar toothall only,™ the foemer
Clusirmaanm of the sports guthority, Jack
Riis, was obliged v cxplain “thar of there
s g 1o e @ stadiam .. b owas gosng
e assrenamaosdate b the rodeo and the
MaFL, and i had ro have a oood on i
the gy and counry [had| 1o make a chosce,
the roden |wounld] be the faverme child,"*

Than being the case, in wosld seem thas
thie four faoes of the stadiam shoald no
onely ackmowledge, ban celebrane, this mar
reaje il pomvemsene, BNoe would i har, in
the process, mo reonginiee the o of kag-
bty e and cowboving, which exend
in back po the Spanish sertdement of Texas,
withsinig absin negbectmg the paralle] iven-
iy of rancharg in the back coungry of
"|'|!|;|r||.| "||_' 1||_i:l;l_ Rl Tin --['l.‘,'.li,,' h T E-
theimg thar meghr mesisare iy oo the Corn
Palace in Maghel, South Dakors, as an
eupawition of uncrmcal regionalsm. Whar
Is movded is @ Cow Palace asmfireed sk
soimething more bslagamis than the
T, [T “ragrant ki feveees o the
Will Hu‘:l.-h Conliweuan m FForr 'Wiorrh,
sormwthing more i the spert of the Banlen
Sareet foe of Jim Cesmnde’s Hall od Flame,
with fs owtsired, rall-vale e il il
broadside. What is nocded s a cuno
P usiead ul.r.|1'|-.|.rn|||||J winger-wall Brm
mamg with panETs, branids, marals, amd
o pisndsiiron soreci oF twas, plus bechy
ks 1o sccoemmisine such dsramac pos
wilvilgw=s 2 II.I||.'JI! e l.ul.'_\'_l-ﬁrl'ql b Ml

Caronoms Buckos Raodery or I.u.il.jlnﬂl.-l‘l.
*Progres”™ seres. Heee, the divmion af
Labsor betwoen the Sports I|.|:ln|:|.q.'||.'|.1 archi
tects and those bhepter rqulppnl b Coipe
with ihe roTanCmig of the stadum’s pul'ﬂu.'
face is m order;

1 the toden theme isell were pot
|.'n|.||.|-|:|]1 to et the venue apart From the
|1-l.|n|.‘|rrl:u.|1 herd of ather NFI '|J.1|.1|.|.||1'n, il
winuld also e Th:ml'lh' o il other
attracteomna o create & kind of year-round
hurse-opry land o the order of wian
Judhge Huofleine prodisced scasmally in
the Wild Wit emidway od the temporary
Clle seadusam. A reincarmation of Gilley's
muighe take the place of the Judge’s Long
Branch Saloon, i company with a revival
ol Kpddic Wionderland, the bvrg-playeng
parvevor of pony and caroosel mides thar
once adcrpsed the corner of ban SMreet
unal Kirbw [hrive

Mliwimg darwnmonam, of s LETVIEATHE, T
wmader iF the baskerballhockey arena
bongd progosieson faibed 1o pass becanse
il the breathtaking bapality of FIKS
Archipos’ propssed destpn rather than the
opposition of the porential pwner of a
MHL hockey Franchie and the low vorer
wirmout, Faced with the possabilay, howes-
er remuote, that the swing votes maght have
bevn architeciurally mestivated, the Spaors
Authory should ke no changes the nesr
time, As things seamd, Frank Gebry's proc-
mce rink for the Mighty Dacks of Anaheim
omitclasses any arena currently n e NBA
o B by beaps and boumels, Son char vhe
e irsil s inkimical o the Jppllumm vl
architeorural alent, 35 demonsreaned by
Raaien Maamin’s wirbsieln et for the
Samama [Japan) Spores Cemter o 45,000-
skt mwlvaor arema char Paamn describys aa
“wnscrieal inpo g dsorpanieed urban falbnc
- with the foece of a geographical fea
tre,~ and Ecro Saarimen’s Isgalls Hockey
Rimk ar Yale, =a marvelous space i mamy
Wil ¥R, SWIRIPIRR ke imkey™ im vhe view
il Vinoent Scially,

H.:.'.1|.'h|r1|.'_ Fusrcheer back. o s wooirch mor
g |1I.I.I Jar ||I; rivree ol iR CUWIAREPCTHEY
1R54, Seambord Whines Mosdison Saquare
'[-J.ldljr. WA |.|II'I~HE'I:1.| e il :""':l.'ﬂ Yoirk ™
['-rumpn! civie mmamenns, although only s
albvbsreviated lite-span [ir was demolished m

S muur.;“hmmﬁ-u Soue-suit-high Meirapals (1997), above laf, reflac Mass acpeessed mece gracebely by Le Corbeales o bis 1921 ploms for bew-rie, blck-Hing Smmenbles-viler, shovs right

1925) conlurms (0 preseint-day expecta-
ticsers For sisch bualdings, =If | showld try 1o
mamse the meost bestiful bullding in Mew
York,™ Marianng Griswold Van Rensseloer
weroite @ 188, “Madison !".-.:‘||.|..1|'.l Canrden
nsverts el worhow a mval,™ No ane in
thair wildess hoop dreams could make such
i claim for the downown arena proposed
by rhe Sports Authority, though there
weeim oo e 5 etlnes o arcens] pin hisimess
bepier than usil in Miams, where
Anpum‘lnnlm Wk pqln'-l. with FHIK
Spwirts b provide the salia for the just
|'-|_'|r1|.|,~|.{ Amersan Airlines Arena

i L

Hemsaon bos @ bongg hisosry of makang ondy
thie egr cowrly amd heast amaginanve prove
s for Hodsl comgeod, in oonirast, Do
eaample, 0 the Prussiom coummrysade of the
eard 1%k centre. As A Norton Wise s
documented m = Architectures for Steam,™
the Hobenaillern moval family hasl numer
wmis pardens mothe namralisoe *Englivkh™
sryle bumle i Berlin and Potsadam, disong
whach were elaborate strocowres il m
shelter and disgrise the erormous seam
driven pemping equapment reguiresd o
make the armficial hydrodogy work m
Sthese imumense works of ot that] ense
oy s pubdlic parks, wmewha ke
Kemungron Park or Regeney Mark m
Lowidisn, bt even more like the grean
extatcs at Winsbssr Castle or Stowe,™

In Homiston, the standard approach o
o] comarol mvelves libe i any pamp
ing, aor other speciol rechnology o oreate
water Searwres of esthetic and recreanonal
value. O a small {and provate) scale, the
Himes Iinmeresss’ office park thae adpins
Transco Towver, The Lakes an Post Ok,
teatare & group of small depenison ponds,
Mhese are kepr parially flled with warer
amd, hke the Transco Foantam, have
antracted a steadfast lolloswmg, with fansd-
s arroving on wockonds 1o plonic in thn
Ll o i -k,

Waiter Teatures hor goll courses ane
maiaped in esscnbally the same manmer,
bt the currenily prefermad pubhe technnl
oty s Uhat of shallow dev-bottom carth
works, wheiher ar the scale of many thoo
satials il acies o dn the low -levee-walled

Vi | i il
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HOK Sparii’ plans for @ new h-Hﬂ _hhmuhmﬂﬂq oed regiosal ileaiity loend in soch memerehls ttractwen o the Com Pelace [1971; misorery ond domes odded 1937) ln Mitchel, South Dakose

Barker and Addicks reseramms, or the
mammerable chain-tnk-fenced vest pocke
depressions that developers may elect 1o
sorape omit and fence off on an mdividial
basiv for every tile-wall store or saall
gpartment complex they burd, One misls
hiope that these detention obligatons
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As both, it has shaped the face of the city.

BY BARRIE SCARDINOD




aris s the Seane: Bavston, the
Charles: Me ||||l|1|-\._ the "allw.'ul--\.ll,'l,'l_
Loedon, the Thames, Mowston has

Fuatale Bavose, Even the liotle San

Antonen River makes os ook had

i Apan has Lake "allq.l‘ll.:.'l'. TS '||l|:|,'.: &

has the Pacid L Mg has the Atlanns

Hionestom has the Lake on Post Clak
Mot EITar aifies are eastly idennidfied
with srme bosidy of warer, The measoms

srem ¢ ohand o underscangd. Llend 1% th-gen

pury mdasarializarsmn |'-|-I||'_'!I'. il rinads
amld XOth-comtury ingenonty pertected the
suniasrmminhile , WAL T ESETS Wi'TL thi faspesg

inid &Alest meeans of [ranspertanion bioT

people amd cargo, Even more important
than commercial reasoms for planting o
settlement on a waterway has been the

practical human need for drinking and

athimg water, et the mast sobike amd
perhaps most panwerful deaw for simoating
pmesell near ssme torm ol water 5 an
erwstnininal one, Poets angd thend FERANS
have for all tune pondered water ax the
cenirdl hbe-pnng fornce

Sin i wds witth good reason hat

Hamistom's hunders greatly exagiperated

1t wiaber Beabures, b rhe Tamous
L I|'|,;-'.|'|| Ir it Fexas Repister advertise
maend sk Aungost B0, 1836 (s months
betore there actually was a rownl, pro
muters audaciously clamed that Housoon
wits sitiated at the “head of navigatun™
on Bualtalo Bayvou and went an o say
that =Tidewater runs to this place and the
lowest depeh of water s about six feet
It = bt a few hioirs saidl doawn o the bay,
where oe may take an excursson of plea
stire @nid enjoy the lcarses of bish, Fowl,
ojaliers, and wa bathing

In Face, Harrslarg, at the confluence

ol Bravs and Bailfalo bavis giasg cast ol

L-'.'l Londing in 191 [urly i the contury, Bellnle Bayss
tirteed with commenre ol the way la Mais Sirsat

||||||'\.I.'||l Wik The .Llr:-ﬁr-.: I|||||;,: Tin B
head ol navspacion. if indeed Balialo
Bavow coneld hpve been comwdered a sen
. wa bl - Tiwld has 1

AL TR ISR BT W T YL LRy, T RLifi
ETS basen of the "|h||'\- Ulanmel w near
|f,||| |'\-|'i|||H|_ T |_|||'n.||||n|.n |l|l|n'- fi. Tlis
Allen bromhers mirially roed o boy the

s i@l ]lJrInillu:," founded in [E22, bt

WIETE WmADSE T |.||||||'\-:|'I| B lam&l painy s
there, Lo (AL LR L th I EEIEY Wi,

the tounders never ler on that the wre ai
Hi
thesir hvrst chosoe

falo ancd White Cak havous was nop

."'||I|'||||.|'_l'| I||.|| et dines techimically
reach |Ill|n'.|"'|. the water w hrackish and
m mo way dids JEEH LN RTRTE] Ml Wan il a
|'l||'.|'\.||ll aanl troem Flosisstom o the '"n_
piven the tanpbed vepetanon and danger
O STHINTHYS: A% W Il s abwtrmctive over
|'..'|:||.'_II'||,'_ EFges .'I.||'-|.-\.| with !"\.||.'_ infistedd
b T e mawss and snakes. Fiarthermaoe .
.|||l'|!.I!l.'I'\. ridied vhe aw TR shiores and
trecly swvam wherever They |'\l|| sl
Caalvesion Bay disl amd siilll does .i"l"|'|r.-|
thee luwores of seatood and |'\l|l\. L[Sl

FEvCaLE, baud 0 was mivi @i easy desiima

tiom brovm Hasistom am the ooty early
decades

At the time of 1ts Anglo settlemient,
Harrs Coamey had g substaniel waber
shied from the San lacinto River anad 22
matoral spreams that mcloded 44 miles of

iy TR TR daibiriom o ancowntabde gl

lees. Urnee part ol the ocean fhisur, thas
ParT o lexas m not suitfciently clevared
ahiowe sca level po promote effeciive
ruminkt, and demse clay smils exacerbaie
e drainage. The elevanion m Flarms
Lamamey rises Fronme 2o feer absove sea
lewel o barely 10 feee ai the northem ap

af the county, Kainkall im the Hogisron
area, while ot excowive (an average,

thire are MM days per year with sisie
P, oer A pokal b 45 pwches ) s problemm
1 peviem e make AFLR | ||'|' wilkl walcr

wheedd. ! S0 Hiosisenn !'ll_'g_:_|.| §l% hasbory

|l.||.||1||u-\. alllv roeieng water features that
« U FAET, 1% maun detractaom. s this

i

[
|'-.|'.||1 diwneed o Fesubeint .l,!|.-|"\.|'\-_|
eoved mud ansd Hood almost annually,
Hinssgan -\.|-'-\.|'-|||,-|'.| | Fepilalmnm A% 4
place shaped by wiirer. Hiowever, that
water has '.III|"'.'|| Howston m any Ao
LA |'||_| Y B lar doss pEEREng ||'._|||

the wav i which Hooston has -||.|:l|'-_|

s SR

Ihar Hiouston was loanded on mveh and

Ereea] 1% i WSeUTeT |.|| el mysaeTy e

than it sucoreded

st wildly, Uhie sweiter
has Bluncly stared, *Hounston has oever
Been s mach 8 meiker as a0 Bencliciary ol
[TET181 Ve wmd alisaster h 15 T T | il
wiell.™ The birst ol thoase disaseers was
the Bartle of San I.I|.I'||I i | HAH from
which ehe H.I':'-\.Il'.lq. ol lexas ¢ ||||_'|;.'.|
with the war hero Sam Himiston as s
alg '-|..||, L ||.||rn|'\-.|||_'_ |||. fimFe O il
lishied anal betres bis .|'.|'.,| el DW O AP
ral, weas .':-c'l-rn'u-.l'.\,l in the I||_'_|l\.||l||; ik I|||;
Ylen Bwosrhe s I|'.||-;|r_|' = -=|1|. al TR
Lappm { ihie sl U b el |u|'|.||
RAVIOFs], T JII.I:l:I'II I MMAEE iln|n|||l| ||:-.'
Tenas 1__I:.|-|.I!_ ||1|_' law |||.|||_| % il F"||_"|
CHMArafcs syl bed the el I Oty N

only v vears, b wIEE A 1A 19 fie Bw

[ R RN |‘l|l| tics and clomane.” |I|l|| R
WAk I T wanibilw ||I||'||'.n.|'|‘ anal
unhealthy ww TR

Whim Sam i|l'||-.l|||. wk Focleveed
|'l||.'\1||.||'r|r ol ithe |:|-|'.|_-|'.||., (40 ||'1.|'\. 15

1840, Hoaston d o move the capetal

brovmn Ansem back to Homsson, Ar s
wrere the arctuves of the Repobdic, which

Howstomuans bolieved were uosaike 1o

Austin because of the threat of India
attack. 'What beeame known as the
Archaves War ensocd when rhe people of

Anistim irerly opsposcid the remasval ol

the archives, wen as symbaolic of the
wile gowermments to Howsion, Chn
I *ecember S0k | 842, 8 comfingent dl
Howston “solelsers™ mounned o secret
fal bl

and escaped

lasray imEce Auston mowhsch they

woapens waih the ardhaves

wiber cover o darkness, only to b

ipprcheensdod e Austimifes on the way o
Heowistion, Under armed guard the papers
wienl back o Auster, I was lucky vhat
happened, for in 1843 Homeon emsdered
1€ Bersd puaper Blowod, wlhisch woadd have
utterly destroved the archives, os the
chibire fown was submerped.”

Ulenpute sick probilems, Hooasion
dirvodees, with tokally wnrcasonable e
minsemy, had begun alrmose from the san
planming s -|l'l';-'|l i waclem the chan

mel of Buffaly Bayvoun, determmed g0 make

|| CIF CIfy mvin o coemmercial TR

e Hoissfon was paosorly sured foe

agrsculiure (with the exception of nce
plamtacmns m northwest Harrm Coninity
the setthomemt antrsciod merchams and
irtisans il of farmers and ranchers
In 1540, Howston recerved authorization
trom the Texas Congress to build ansd
mamntam whiarves, and an 1841 the Port
of Houston was established at the conile
coce al Whate Oak ad Bulfalo bavous
Fur a breed oo the pon chaneed whartaee
fers and raxved boats vsing the channel,

b i1 descontmued the pEachHce wihen i

eskine oy et that Capiines wasnka

radlied it oI i wls amd passemnEens il




1% I|||r|uuu

Flarreabirg (which basd been rebailr atter
its destrocnom duriong the Bartle of San
Jacintn) than pav for the privilepe of
qkh;l;mg‘ m Hosston. Sporadic dn.-dﬂm:
wccurresly b omlly whallow -drafi veselk
ol mavigan: Blardialus feayas unil alier
ihe Uil Wae

A 1E3 1 mewspaper artiche summa-
el the fown as a [‘ll.h:l"' with a “wann,
wet climmate, pasder ddrainige and \.Iupgnh
|u}-u|||-.."i Atier the Aood of 1843,
drn image ditches were l]l.l.].;_ rhrl.ru“huur ihe
fovae, which hulpn]' sivmiesvhind, thoisgh
laabies still fipaoed aemss sireets and wore
dresses permaicntly nnsd-stained ag the
hems, Baw sewage was domped unio the
havoies froam which Hodsoaninns
abitansed imost of their water, Clsteris
anidd harrels m every vird collecied raim
swated for louseholl e, bui these were
miof J|:u.\:n full, 11'H1Ilj:h Fowspmn held iis
v, muanaging o gy and thnve
despite velloaw-fever and chalera epi
demucs, which were direcily Iimked b0 wed
climmare anad poor deasioge, ihere was lig
the evidene that the oy could realiee s
wiston for o grand futire,

But then another desasier, the Uivil
War, worked o Houstoi's benefit. Just as
the Rartle of San Jacingo had destroyed
the challenge of Harosburg, the War
Between the States gave Homston an
advantage over itx rival Galveson. Unlike
Calveston, Houston weas not occupled by
Federal proops, and Baffalo Bayou pro-
vided a fing warerway for Mockade nm
naing, Howstonaans, icluding William
Marsh Rige, made fortunes supplying
inland proops, Following the war,
Husgem, having been spared the devasn-
ton that occormed i much of the Sowth,
ertierped with consliderable capital
broaghs o posn by war profiteers. Such
v propects as dredpiog Tadialo Rayo)
conld be cotnfortably financed. By 1870,
it was clear than Hosiston's relagionship
with water was hased mot oin mecreation
or guality of life mwies, but on money,

In EH6 Hhoogon munecipal officals
hail establahed the Houston Direct
Mavigation Company with the hope of
dredging Butfalo Bayou 1o a depah suiii
choni for avean-going vessebe In 1870 the
Bud ke Bayou Ship Channel Company
began dredging, and 1he federal govern-
mien declancd Hasuston a pors of eniry,
evtablishing o custom howse. In 1872
Hasusgom received its hirst federal grame
off § 10,080 poe amld i cosmpleting the
redpang progect, ane designed e create a
F M- g -winabe chamine] mine Feet doop
Work wan shewend by i hurrscane rhag bis

Whan Fhe rales come, o5 thry often do b Hovsten, the beyous con'l ahways contuls fhem. The ressli, as seen ba this mid-oadery eerial, i o sobmenged dity.

Howsion h-|.'|'l'|r.rr'||1|.'r 1875 and cansed
S5O worih ol IJ.JII'I.EIEI'. Durmg ihis
stoem all st one bridge across Buffabo
Bayoo were swept away. Mevertheless, m
Apnl| 1876 the first ship walled through
ihe aew charmel, The iron-clad Clrod, &
schouner-rpgeed side wheeles, cime into
Flomdoan sl TA0 o of rrrlg.hl and leli
wiith 250 caitle, A|II1|||..|_|:|;:|1. o ik a fakl
fen years his realiee the frst "1|1|.p chiin-
nuL' thie et was bt a |'l.1.|'lgr shep
tovward the dreasin of HLathmp; a4 predat
port in Howston.

Pmpring Reconstrucoon atter the Civil
War, Howsmon (ared well despite contin
ed high water and poor dramnage. In a
sevonal effort |abter construction of
dramape daches) to improve these condi
oo, the cuty began go build lange open
chamels to direet and comrrod the ibow od
enpess water. The rwo lasgese, along
Carohine and Congross avenses, emaptied
darecaly it Bodiala Bayoi, At the same
mme paved roads were buily across the
swammpy plaim e which Houston Qo
timaed 1o exprand, By the 18805, dirches,
channels, anal bogh plank and gravel
rokpds crmvicrosaed the wown, creating a
mury o less eHective dramage syaem, In

IHTH, Joines M. Loweree of Mew Yoek
wan awarded a comirace |'lg. the Erky B
il ehe Frst waterwaorks go H.I["I:II!I'
Hovton with water From Bulfabo Bayon,
Levweree iiatilled a dain above the
Presuon Strect Bridge and Lasd papes
l||n.|up;1'|.l.|l||l the by, This water wiis ot
punrind. anl the wager ressure p'u:ln':'d
i Do (o a0 cofiistent supply oF bof
Fighaivg, Froes® It s it angil 1590 hag
a sucvesafal water warks cuMiipany sup-
phied city water from 14 wells.”

Dusraing the lase guarter of the 1%l
centiry Howston developed and pros
pered as @ commercial rather than mani
facturing community, m lafge measane
e 1o the ledpling warer chanael and
the establishmenr of importang railrowd
comwections. By 1890, the Decp Water
Coammittee was bosy planaang funher
mprovements fo the ship channel,
Humpspomtams had enpoged vhe Gay
Mitveties with the rese of the conmtry, and
on Mew Years Eve 1859 thore was msch
tor celebrare, mcluding the fact thar the

LS. Congress had approved the conserc-

e ol @ yer decper chamel,
Then came the Giecae Sqoem of |k,
This tragedy nearly cavsed Calveston™

rl|'|'.'l|.||,:,l.| and ecomomic demee, bui o Lefi
g, {ealvesmsn's chicl comneercial
cosmpetitn, i an advanmgeoos posingey
s iake over Guollf G shipparnig;. Mans
were underway to widen and deepen
Hamisdinm's 4.|:'|||,'| channel vel agai, and
Iasianinam .1]u'.1..[:. had a railroad nepwork
that eonhanced it port position i a aay
that could ok be ;|1|'|1-|u'.114:'\d on the
Ielamd. Galvespon's srit lad been
cruched while Hoosion™ contmsed, per-
haps naively ot mdamitably, Mo lisaori:
iy amalvzimg the gty of Heosiston shopld
underestumate s hrash can-do amstude,
whsch for more than |50 years has
shaped and reshaped ies nataral rewourges
e greay advansge.

TTEL!

With increasing sophisescanaon anad besure
famie, well-to-do Himisionzains concenirabod
on the pleasures of dining, dancing, amd
water spaorts. Boatng and fhing, once
necesriies aml chores, became diversions,
and weveral male-only clubs were ospals
lished: the Wedish Boatuvg, Fuhing,
anid I‘|||u1l||1|.',ﬂ lub (| TH&S), the Amdrax
Rovwing Cludy (1874, the 0,03, Boag Clish

L irntrmmred i [y i




appecrnd in o (o propecd in Houton, For @5 pari, the
Corps souldn'® bebere thal & csien’ geoup thaught te
ihanmel it bod proprusd win oo tmall
Sl though the Sims Bayou (oskien bod come 1o
that conihrion thel they ceuld usceed in praviag that
weiter delenson wit o workable sshition 1 fleodng, the
(v ieod o They cabiulated ther the thonne! deepesing
weirkd generate nine rillion qubic feet of din, end that i
Harn wowkd requice 50 yeoes ko ged off e, given the
iesiridtien in the sumbsr of wicks svalobls 1o ds the
work, ot s Shenley ond the coolifon potnind s, the
(orps bod mised the pbvious: for o frodien of the ot of
Iniathiing il sy the derl dnokd thay oo e, whers if would
b hokond g o The quiaiien of tha sine mot affscied by
wirter tn the sirpamwy, Thirs i o giesl deal of cadewel-
pped boad seuth of Lsop B10 near Highwary 788 ripe: for
Do 1o el fhe delestion plan s oxtion. The Sm:
Byt Coclison had siaried oul by fooming o 6 Sm
Msesding pichlen oad mdad up: with on i with o moch
kargei mpact mubigerinm of Rooding rhecughout Bairs
f (eratety by utiizing deeper choansds end o new, dremalx
i pagrephy — hdbide, waiarhionl prapety — thal reuld
gz hawe oa ovlousding import on Hosto's future
HiA aerrvalatiag an inncvaiive uslution o an oge ol

Kevin Shoaley egreed i | 990 i halp the
S Royou Coelifion fight the Army Coeps of
Enginesss’ 30-year-ld icheme 12 ling the bayou
with canrale, ba dida’t reolion that he wen begineing o
decads-long aundoton thal weuld revelt in en slgent
phani te eliminate Nooding dionters in the whels of
Heetiv County
This Cioeprs wanded s pwr s Borpou fop i bol
iars, 3] yeeth withh — bwice whot ey hod mmon
pleded oo Brays Bayow Shenley, o loadhope archieg

flooding problems. If, that is,

probiem won ooe thing, For bovdes

ered plarmer with th Hosmson officn of the SWA Grosy it silving thi problens of gaiing
ons ki chent group bocked ot the lond auquiition s il o Renpecil ki
|mﬂhmmﬂﬁ“uﬂhﬂurﬂhll meeded to pnerute Yot woluheon

muikde') b done Nh;l.n]';-:n Jh‘rlpm:zh:h:l
I‘|~t|#|1|:l wiry e Ietecd lHnr|:|nl|::|".|:|‘| lard

Bray Bayow, meamehile. o ooy
hqlinthn‘hrnr.ﬁ.m._nl

wosd horvn 1o be boeght rampletely by the Honm e | dearider waiing o heppen. Srmys, the
Cousty Flood Contral Drstrict (HOR(). Shandey ond the necred neighberng ieom lo Sam
i, Beyow (oclition thes concleded thai oll fhe yur s behared very badly in the reteni
s frond beyond e righil ol way created o huge i pet durmg fimes of flood|, inusdating
oppertunity fo zher the ronditionm, thet vantibute 1o lerge viretthen, of Breeiwood ond
Booding in Hawten ¢ thiggiening havee in ihe Texes

Rathes then somweri S Baryou mie o simdand
Corps, dinmage dith devgned o 10sf waier down
wrpem m ol m povidble, Shanley and b chen orgeed
why ol dig o deeper chanel, ons thal eould habd enten
warigr |ang enough b ellaw if 1o percolete dewe bo the
waiei ioble Hoshing in Se siteormeay wi pifsine, Sim
Boyow had been rechosnsled in the 1740 and bod onky =
imphtering of 1nond growil mees. s nething ot pcire
sk e deitvorped by the exivg diggng. M the soms
brw, Shaodey and the Cooklion sepgested, why et riveg:
elgir 1 apper ape wound Be bayow fo dreste new
irhian foresti? Tha HORC Blood the o of the fosest, e
it wod B besi pres merwing along the boysu. And
erwiensenialit waie ssosuraged obout grewds of
oypiesi end peras mees — somathing fhot Bod never

Weadicoll (issier. For peans, the Coip
in |iy mauder plonrang fee Horrn
County bon vechired on mily woining spisee o Biop
thari worehd cilvss Shern i dreert foad wetert Brom Brep
o e Simm thenael — o progect anlled on papes “The
Divweruien Plon ® & baiel llaw with the propoiel b ibat, @
the mandy Lricon Anencen seighborboads that bardes
S, Baryow south of the South Loep, iy wen o 0 ppiem
for “paiting the white maa’s waler in the blok moa'y
Irving roem *

hanley, memmwhie, inkuloe thet he plan 1o the
Lires Byou Cosktion would provide 210,000 scre feat of
waier vorage — enduigh o pralen B rekghberhood
weound Siers with bt left evee. Bersed on the wey Heulon
i growng, Shanksy s eppicch weuld provide o 11 -yem

Top: Sims Bayen Lallowing rba
Shanlsy Ireaimen].

Bhave: Sims Boyow s T process
af imosteing that [eomes,

By Barry Moore

leved ol protection For Sire Bayoy; much more delendion
vt wophd be required rglanally to gat lo 0 100-yem
forved, o 1 bkw e ooy more: Beor e

Fhe Sirn: By (oslisen realined that parinering
with Brays Bayou citines grovps waold inmeese ther
dheut when seekiog federal Hood contral meney b put
Shosley's it info acion. fog, o joint alfort could ergue
thes enperimeatieg with detention on Sam. Beyou coald
provide valeoble ieformatien lor The loiger waterthed
Belore koog, pveryens, induding the HOFC, wes rody to
iy ahesael with the coolition’s oiheenaties 1o the ol Coep
phen. Fran fhe Corgs maceded that Shenley's idea covkd
wirk Then fhe detoh wers worked oat: ploss lor odd)
peal lond nuwhition olaeg b signfeant portin of Sam
Fayos ond der providing w desper siream, confoured
bieaks, end refoeesiation

Hext, Shonley's firm, the SWA Group, pot Bepwn £
Reof imesheed, sloag with the HIFL with wpecilc plom foi
fusding th projert. o peciible swcensricn oon developed
In e, Fhe Shote Boter Dervelopment Board would pay b
50 percet of the sudy if e pber 50 parcend wen. poid
Fret by tnerd o Furchy I the othe, peoponed by the
WM, Hoeris Coonly would provide 100 percent of the
Funding, with the food control deteiel . the condwit for

Kevin Shanley thinks he can solve Houston’'s
he can solve

the problem of getting his ideas tried.

meney oad conliogk

Evirything new appeori ta be ready fo g, exiepl for
one thing: Harir (unty (ommestions's (ool has s
bikrived the pragect, ne doulil nflumoed by thes oy cous
climas Al (alkowy's ohesdtiom 1o il

Fer the fime baing, then, Shoaley's oad e s
Bopeu Coakilon's fload contol proger! eppents, tlalled
Maarrwhels, propedly in the ftod plon end waleiibed n
bevag vold aed dirvebapied, shiinkiag He potetal lond
aweslable Bot weier delortion

Baf while e lorger progect waitt b get underwsy
the BIFC hen ehoady compleied o Sims Bayou deseming
ina prigec dorwrriiiear From whese Shenley ond ihe
enabiion propese fo begin. Thene havieg & hard fime vho
hrirg whai o deeper and wider 1elsreibed tiream dhannel
with hike: ol bdie tradks woold look bl resed cmly o
s i g s Py ke et By ot b
Helbby Ritpery. From % beidge theen the holl ads demon
Airgtien prosect by Brown & Koot oad the S Gravp for
IR b emmilly whiishe.

s o phecsert wirw, et only o sl pant of Kevi
Shankey's brosder vision. Thot wiken fokes ia o ltors wilh
o wedss detneiion groendell ol i mnd the Houton metvg:
poilon area, ona that peevided o [ 00 year-devel of Bood
pratection oad horwads of sow of new park lend
that'y negwined u make the vesim wark (0o lob of money
ol ot ol et ot m
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Clvietsaed [t e 1N

{15582), the Housean Yachs Club [ 1898],
and the Aguatics Club (19000, The
Hoaston Yachting Clob [ 1903) met on a
bvoissehoar om Bffale Bayow ar the foo
of Travas Street, and the Houston Yacht
anidl Power Baoa Clab (TS was LTl -
rl.u.rd- ind CIMAIET L :|.|...|l:r|1:1l'||: I'ﬂ'l'lE-IhllL.

Therse whi did not belimg o clubs or
T fau-l.::f baoats s l!:u:l & rp:mlilml'
!‘rl-llmnll!rp with the h‘!ﬂ“. For health
anal safety reasonn, ety ordinances had
snce the 1840 lorhidden bathimg and
swimaming i local streams. And even
thoagh darmg voungseers had always
defed the rules, ANV ITINTIAEY, N thir hﬂrum..
For obwvisus reasons, never became popis
lar. Amal, curmsusly, neither did speosrt fish-
ing. Unnl lave 20ch-contury pollution dec
imated their ranks, fish aboundied in the
inland waters arownad Hoseon, Bt biscal
fihermen prefernod the salbler creeks
and bayvous, wwally catching only enough
o provide supper for their fanibies. Unel
the 1930 even crawfish were plentiful
amd casy to catch i swamipy arcas away
from downtown. As lor Baffilo Bavow, @
was ton Pall of commmeresal haoar traffc oo
miake a good hshing growmsd.

B the bscal bayous, melughing
Buffalo, were not too overwhelemed with
hsags wr tish oo dieter another group from
iy, them, Chrmian sects that redquinsd
baparan by smmerson ooderstonsd the
sacredness of the local waters. Far these
bapaians an entire congregaiion woold
gather on the bavou banks to weloome
new menibers, and obten after the reli-
giows service most people remained for
prenie.® Even so, Howstomans® recre-
ational ansd rehgious relatsanship with
bocal waters has been and sl & himaed,
I was commsercial proamise that captured
odficial recognition. With a pervasave
TWe Can CWRICTHTSE ln'|.-r.h||1;" spirit, hocal
citens were decermined 1o conguer the
Wi and buaild a mighty nver. Thar
the wmland ity had withstood soromg
weimel and ll"_h waier i | 845, THETS, and
1900 whale lmi.rl'r]' i wene th'ltn'l}md
wia i stlling point that profosnsdly
alffected Hission s foiume.

Chndy i Hiouaon has it been pooven
that aul qnd- WALTT Max. .ﬁ.ft;r tl'll:' el
ing of the Texas Company in Beauimsmni
i VR0, e dirocio:, J: & Cullman, hun.m
louking along the Texas coast for the best
arte (i has headguariers and refimenes,
Wihat he wanted was large adoreage, fresh
water, deep water shipping, and protec:
timn frosm storms and foeds. " He chose
Houston, convineed thar a suffsciently

deep channel was under conutroction m

Buifalo Bayouw pnd vhat the threar from
flowl and hurricane was a thing of the
past, This 05 move to Howston of the
ol grant thae became Texson is consid-
ered critical in the establahment of
Huomstais aw the il and ALY c.lprl:l wl the
nation, ' In 1908, redredging of the Ship
il was rmp-lﬂrd fov a d:'p-!h ol 18
bect, with a furmng basin just above
Harribirg.

Many wnitees have credited the o4l
imdustry with the development of the Ship
Channel, bus it well may be the other
way round. Influential residents had
decided long before Spindletop thar a
channel with s depth sdequate for Lirge
ooean-going vessels was a nissa for
Houston, As il companies stacked them-
schves along the bayoas, advances in
marine technology produced vessels thar
recuired decper drafis, making
Houstomians onoe again question the suf-
ticrency of their ship channel, They crear-
ed a navigatisn district 1o control the
watercourse and isued bonds o fAnance
an even deeper channel, With the
approwal of Congress, the federal govern:
ment matched local mvestment and con-
stoction began m June 1912 On
Mamember 10, 1914, Peesisdent Woadoow
Wik pushed a button m Washingom
that fired & cannon at the new fFmang
basin, wspening the 23-fosa deep channcl
with great fuiafare. 12 This event ushercd
Houston imto posstion o become a lucra:
ove puart and an economscally stabde ciy.

Betore oil produces became Houston's
chief expor, though, the wharves ar the
fosost of Main Street and then brom the
port near Harrishurg were stacked high
with hales of cotvon. A bocal comton carni-
wal, the scial event of the year, began in
[R¥, “According 1o an elaborately
devised mythology, No-Tsu-Oh (Houston
spelled backward) was the capital iy of
thee Kingdiom of Telram (market) in the
realm of Saxer {Texas). King Motos (co-
tonit) emmerged anmaally froim the depthy of
the sca, or rather Buffalo Bayou, at the
Pt ool Mloin Séreet o mule over has Couwre
af Marh =14 IHi% arrval h‘.‘-'l a work-
hllﬂ; Caminmercil expositum il TR R L]
carmival sctoiviiies. In 1914, the name of
the carnival was changed 1o the Decp
Whter Jubiler to celebrate the opening of
the Ship Channel; however, the festnval
with discontinued the following year.

In Auguse 1915 a hurnicane with B0-mile-
an-hoer wands struck Houseon, killing

L s P L, e ey Remrr i g

b o

The Preston Avense Bridge snder weter dueing the Rood ul 1979,

three people. Bt the sdea thar Hiosston
was fod ke from high wind and wearer
aill el now sink, a it werne, in. Afer
Brays Baven was hard hir by magor faood
i, i V1Y, phe firse sevioos food -control
ricsksaies wiere Beguan i Harrs Counry, i
1928, a progoct oo ilrain che SO0Raone
wiitershed of Bravs Ravou sareed wirh the
presumption thar this woubd comerol
il in Howston, 15 diden. In 1929,
afver & Ba-howr raimseorm, all of the bay-
oin arowmd Howston, mcluding Rrays,
overflowed, and the San Jacinro River
rose M feer shove iy noemal channe].
Alrhough losses im Houston were close i
S1.5 mallion, this sum did nor wach the
bisses sin vears Later from the most devas-
tating soem in Houson's history,

In 1935, the buildings and soreess of
15 Blocks downtown Fosded along with
1M} residennial blocks, Seven people
were killed, and the Port of Houston
was crippled for sax months doe
submerged docks and 4 ship channel
clogged with tons of mud and wreckage.
Uprooted tracks disropied vital eailroad
conmections. And navare fimally gor
Houston's atiennion.

Folitically, the niming of the hurricane
was perfect, Federal works projects, par-
neubarly huge warer mfrastructune pro-
peams, were being creared all over the
country during the 1930, I 1934, the
LLS, Army Corps of Engincers stepped in
ror begin plarming a limited food-conerol
program thar would maove high water

away froam Buffalo Bayou. To Galinae
imteracteon with the Corps amd proooss
revquests bor federal grams, the Texas leg-
tslature on Apal 25, 1937, aeated the
Harrs Comnty Flissd Conrral Districr.
P vears Lages, taxpayers o Harms
Coanty wpproved the Tirst ond ssoe
(S SRR e an expanded drainage
program, SMeanwlibe, Federal aml counry
progrims were approved, adiding over
£33 million for the projpect. In Febraary
12440, a comprehensive lood contral plan
wias announced thar called for the reten-
tiowi wind daversion of Boosdwarers
[ Auldicks and Barker dams) and pwo
canals, one o extend from Whire Oak
Bayou to the San Jacinm River, the other
ton i From 8 deteition dam on Buffslo
Bayoa tor Crabveston Bay, These canals
were =desipried o protece the ity and
harbor from “saperfloods,™ 14

The story of this nuassive plam was
basically an prrempr v move Harris
Coumny's excess water out intn Glalvesion
By with lisrbe regard for the manral envi-
roumient. Thie arrogance of Hiooszon
plannyrs onee again raised s head wih
the notion thay rechnology could fix any-
thing. Mot only did the storms and high
warer refuse 1o desen i the face of con-
erete chanmels and the bike, they spemed
tor gonfinue ot 3 heightened pace, For
examples heavy rains drowned 10,000
head of carde and displaced 400 families
{19400 Hurncane Awdrey and amocher
heavy thundentorm cansed Rooding in

R R I o T T T
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Fhisesbon | V%57 Hormcane Larls caused
heawy Ahisndimg: o soucheast Haorms
Cmpndy (1961 Texas Medical Centes
Flovmdbed anad ¢ .I:‘II' v RS OeCTTe el im
three muagor thumderstorms [ T976) 4 oew
LL%, 2d=haniir rannitall recird of 45 inches
wak et e Alvin (19790 Flurocane Adecin
and theee major hurncanes cnsed sever
Housling throaghaoud the cmenty (19535
inid & major stomm senn many bayins
over et anks, Eloschimg 15000 hoases
ind pustamg =10 pnderwacer (199209 h
ban bern Bve vears sance ssgmabicant Mood
iz has occorred in Harns Coanry, bt
wbhicls warm thaet 1f s only o matter ol
e mmiel the mext bag one comes,
What's poing o ? Clarmng that all
this reor Hoading = new, coviromen
talists blame developers (o pavimg over

wrn mmnich farsl an the commiy s waicrshedd

srean. Houston's rapid and offen wear
sighicd develspment dises retard mafural
runddi, bat the gumiss soil that has been
paved over was latle lelp m o alsosption
svway. [hie hard, oold Bacr is tla
Houstosn has dangerous and deserocthive
rasnstoree, just as the Midwest has 1or
madoes and California has carthguakes
%o noe, Aot oven peh Howdton booune,

T 'h'll.'li ITHCIINE ©on CETH, THMAT TICL II'||"_

ging fattiralists can stop the water. Lairy

1

Lareen, (NPTl TR Eer ol thae Fhimng
Comprol Diserwct. savs that we have only
ThicE & I""'\.'\. s [un .|\'_|| Wil oSG

WARETE Wb IE. |'\-||'- M anf BT Ol danl il

wav, The mumve- sohond had s Jay sl

B [

Howitea"y beyors bove loag been places 1o pathen g, a9 100 in théy dieia=1004 phote, te b baptlied

channelzeatson, And the park-ir schiool
conimmises fo inld dams and hage reten
nnon arcas (such o the Barker apd
'I.I’I:illll\."‘ reservoars ), | i G RN ] ths
wiy phielossphy has ssralblished a federal
by -our program in Mamns Coanty that
encourages those who loie i the maos
flood prone arcas o sell var and muve
o Mather than a prosgram of oo con
wrol, which v ampeesaible, Harris Comnay
novw has a much mesre realssic program
sl (himd Emanagenei.

Even af the envisonmentalises are

Champasihip Perk on Whits Dob Boyon saiwiieg dewniswn demeniivaten hiw sbme watsrwayi bove beon fomed,

WO in their pssessmenn of the reasoms
BT r||h|.|.|-.|'__ they AFHCLT T have wien the
Aorcher 1

mEiagement aof the MHaeres Camimry Floowd

dav, Since Sivwey | took over
Commprol Dstpict in 1989, the wav in
whilch Hasuston deals windi wpiesr has

i |'|.||I:.";|'|'| Yluch of the work has becoms
|||'|1.I.I||'|'l\.|. 1|||nl.|ll',; FEsBErces Amid mHme o
b spenr o caretud plammang. '™ Young
|_'|.'|I|I|| s anid RIS M '\-|'\-l:l-.||'!| Fawr
current Hood management programs

WO much maene sensifve o nature than
therr predecessors from the Caorps of

-yt

That water has shaped Houston in any
profound way is far less intriguing
than the way in which Houston has
shaped its water.

|.|||.'_|I|| ers. For exan |'\l||.. pestead o chan
mlerege warer ain conerele culverts From
marural wetlands, Hood managers ar
planting nuarsh grasses that will fulier
shamiding wiiter [whch coirld b
unhealthy ] and sop erosion (which could
leind i BRomidimpl. Mew detenbion Bhasns
are novw designed o retain as moach
establihed vegetatnon as poeaahd
Lamcrene channels are being remwved in
wiihe areds, and new approaches traed
e = [he Flood Mext Time,” page 39)
Ihe wdea o stranghicnnng oot bayosis amd
crecks to enhance drunage speed 15 oo
k SRCT consichered a .;lllld AElE

Hiowston's develbopag abelny mo deal
citectively with s own peouliar charscter
e, mchubng huamsbicy, mod, aod Hiod
dinL, 1A sgn ol s growing maburity as a
ey, Flouston was bmmided on the myth
thar s lncanon amnd natural resources
wene ol thungs, Ir wae also fonmaled as
a real estare ventore, monacably one brom
which the Alken brothers never prodeed
Despete the fact thar peithee o beaumiful
ke nowr o weibe, hagh-banked mver sits by
ity side, Howsnon has emerged ar the end
of thas mullenneem as a grest cury hicans
ot thie kel TENE A PTG 6 SICCrRs e
pemerations of leaders who have under
st how po capitaloes on external disas
ter and how to comorol the nararal eny
roament. [They have efbectively manmaged
hesar @ haamidory weth anr condimssmme
and manaped commerce throagh naanpa
lvmian o this warerways, 1 he masiers an
stll i Ehe prooess ol ey controd of
FINE Ihar CHIEs Pencerang the ming
AT S el o emsnly wn ol the tae Lol

g aray romed. B
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The Art of the Matter

The MFAH's Edward Mayo and sculptor Jim Love recall a critical era in Houston’s arts

e S

dwand Mays, lnft; ood Jim Loww, right,
remisisce ndep Leve's Partable Trajon Rear
(1974, @ site salptare in Hivmenn Park.



b middle of the 200 centrry was o erncial time in the bis-

tory of Houston's arts community. It was o the 19505 and

[96fls that the city's artists and arts professionals began
making the transition from a growfr conswmed by local concerns to
omte with wattonal and intermational aspirations; n mary ways, i
wras during this time that Howston'’s arts, for better and worse, grew
wfr, Amdd it was in this period that a number of the seeds of
Howuston's current art scene were fprlanted.

To pet o sense of wiat those decades af change were ke, Cite
sat down with two witnesses from the era, sculptor lim Love and
formier Museswm of Fine Arts, Honston regisirar Edwsard Mavi.
Love, a mafiee of Amarillo, atfended Bavlor Universiiv, where he
studicd theater, and the University of Houston, where e took courses
in architecture. Beginning in the mid-1950s, Love became known in
Houston first for bis stage designs for the Allev Theater and
Houston Grand Opera, and then for bis distinctive metal sculpture.
Today, bis picces are promment in Hermarnn Park, at Hobby
Airport, aind o the MEAH s scnlpiure g.;r._i!'{u_ crrmcnng odler places,
Mavo is a Howston mative wlvo attended Bice University as an archi-
teciore student, bl wlro made bis mark e the cify’s arl world
thrroigl a quarter-centiry of work of the MFAH.

Together, Love gmd Mayo share an infimate anderstanding of the
arts i Howston, Last October, they mef with Cive editorial board
members Ly M. Herbert and Karl Kiltan for o conversation,

excerpis frome peliiely folfon,

Cier It wis m the T950s thiat th

Lombemperrary Arts Muoscom wos bl
o, partly in reacton o owhat wos going
o ak the Muscaim of Fioe Ares. Wy did
I|||‘I i|.||'\-|'\. i Il:'a:'lll L ] I||| |'||||||| m [hi

art wistlal then

i s TN o

startead s rhaar rh i £ieiF

lq!r.l'.rn.l' 'I.LJ';'\-I'.I' | T

kY uib

Homistom felr oy James Chillman.! whio
was then direcror of the Miuscuam od Flic

".'Il._ Wik ol i anvilisieg bor comifem

POrREY At oA mamier of peopic Like
Walter Farmer, Avin Roimanakv, John ok
Micwil, ane Cared Siraias @or 1""-'.'-'”"'" il

i WG poeige

|||'nll I i In the early davs od the
LomnBeumipearary Ares NINscinm i Wil mest
Iv vidumeer scnivity, The only |'.'|-|"||II|I
™ |||'-|| were FEllem Shaae T wha was the

secredary, amd Frank Dobejskea, whio was

i

the techncan

Lt Edward, yosr wiere one of thase vol

] ]
wnfeors, 1% that nght

Mirver: b the Late 1940408 | wenn o work
i the archarect Thoapion ScCleary
Then whien my mother died, thae gave ma
an excise T fake a leave of absenee,
from whisch | knew | woubil never rom
For twn years | lived im0 a fool’s paradise
il moE workeimg, siad that’s swhen | d
mist of my volunteering, | volonteered ag
the Lamomporary Arns Assoceaiue, as il
vas Ehen called. Iy was dovanpowen an M2
IRallas when we started. e an 1954 she
CAM bunlelimg was <ot n two anad moved
tin the domer of Holkkombe and Fanam. -

Lowve: | was here whin they did that,
thameh | wasny working fod the CAM ai
the eeene ane] wee aledin'e g0 o thar letle

T Tt wark e |.|||.||||."|||_| |I|||1||._

‘rl.f_'p.'l' Thev fraad v mhioye it alfver mad

iphe bhecaise ol 1he eralfis

e Durimg ehe time thae vowi weee 5
virlhngeer at AN weas there the kind ol
-.|||||||-h|.'\.-:|| Vel ean et i e ViEl vl

lawnshed i ||'|||||,; e

Mirie | here weas o lon ol enthosasm oe
the visldateets. The vollimighoers boaved
dosing it | got so | spear iy fall tioe
hed It w A% Ereel fum
Lo There was 3 bor aff Tan 6 cleise
ey dave. The volunteers wiosild |'\-||_i|. i
alsirw sl bse ee 'a:,lllll'\-llll- an ol o
phe sl
Moo They woulld sssembde the sidea of
the shinw, Someone woubd have the dea,
and then they womld pug o foseether, | was
nly mvalved with one sdea | remsember
ol was alwavs soemeonse el idea, Bat
s pertn ey decsded we woalid e
mcdiern art Irom Houston colbections
Tombuys, of yom saw wihat was in the exhabi
o, o d wasnder why i was called
micsern arky of serely dicn’t bk like
micibern At as we thimik of it now, Bt o
ol fos e g lot of fun for a bt of people,
el 0t weas i semous prosject for the de
Aenils, whi knew what they wanted in

e wav ol an

afes 5o ehie de Mesals were miviolved

Ipom the very |||_|:.||||||||_'|'

S They were daveslved i thie early

Dt o Screwn (1957, 0% by 1974 inches,
o net-and-welded 1ieel sculpture by lim Love.



Right: Jim Love's wod bor for Howston Gromd Cipeen’s
Salpewe, 1956 For right: Lovr (fme o comera) welding
thee s for ther Moy Thewive's preduciion of The Glass
Wenagarie, 1953

e Menal befr AN T L s, A
recall, | i EA e CAM a ¢l L

[ & ] 1esl

e 1w 1reicatied 1l me eha

lermayne NacAw T RN T

| e iR nireel, o Il

Lo by amal L Eminie e o Sleanil
brniagha ber e Flomorom in 1955, She

hadd lseen working in San Francisco, e

When she was hired there was a lang
"
vt OF FRcEsog \ Lot anl pheose wihs
were 81 the CAM i the waelunieer eva

el e, ViAo Ay wanrted o e i

4 | e of evervibimg, anel thae dili'

el & 1 RABIEE P

TR ey rescnitiul | 1 idi
Alesinl Tell L 1w wiher Berei] 1Ber o

Lt | | i\ e Tirsk praisd glires
Livewws | ey ¢ il [ I boidin
i (LTRTR" 1 linf ] | i, | e
Wik sluibecr W Afd
than Faaded omir becau WY St i paves there. Andd | onpacked anad tored ol the CAM hehthng, ans Jadi de Corde: Was the pallery always coilled Mew
ey g i wirtkanianly Jdeperndalsl macked in that liftle pdrape for @ 1ok ol Sbem] sowr a8l ihiew gy lis lancds 1
Whet | wisfloed &8 AN somietangd it mir, because Fhal was the oy Sow uad, UM Ay, we'll lesivi Kiadd ith
widialgd say they wiery s bo ooine and red] s 3 i Sliepiele ol ¥ Ao Ay T TR s Pawes N, iF wak ookl the Msir
ARt af sch ifid N tivie i | criel. byt thiey nfl ! Slac v (as il Enmmeesch Ceallery when | lirst g
woraled Bave po get thie pact reagdy, | ke 1t's e semttend and siid tha SUFAHL i ihie SMEAH hGa Ravi 4 pvaslved werrh i, | lad mew biese eh
waniald lave i il tim the roller and [hal lermayne MocAeys oxlubbions generatcd hosiiol mectoe, amd b w sinirlE 00 EAke there in 1958, amd Sweenson hod oaher
el fowth, U eheam wp ol them. A treme ity et hmssasme Loikld sos Beel vitar fo decide. URillaaan was aoae. 3w |'-.-|'|. w well, Machpy w $rvimiel Wl
bl i PerieE caseer D dds 81 imvscell that af that fimie, wasrkmise with b iheEe waas mn difedtad AE Fhis momenl, 1 miaimidbser oof Wiese (ot arrses siscl
Casirld vow semsa cliange ey tHe Himisbon iind they doidldm't make upe thes minads Hasse! Samith o Wakver Koblimoon, and
Lorher Fiow active wiere the de Meils in arte vy I fen whiciever f was o chacge ol St Saverrsin sbarted having shiws with thioss
thui ther | Homiuas sasd, = Woulkld vou hke an are |I||l:'!-\. Aadee Fmesereh g ||-| i
iy Wl | ehamke vhat if wod miger lepartamenty wnd |..|.| i " YeR, o andd i because they were mint the san
Lioee: | ey wiele peetty dctve. Mach s walinstacatedl. | efimk there were inore wiit settled vy frve secomeds, w0 they dl iy ek e in B gallery in New Yol
gy ety beaols e sl iAddde &e0i :.:..|.|. Bovime art. Mersamnally, | was Fori ended up there. | hese m Jofes Fhall ag ek vnad sasd he didn't want s nam
i% abanil wlhia lweva dniad s Fortl maie m fhat the de Memills were Bosving Ularversity ofl St | Wismids was where thee vieed anvim I hae™s when ahe
s thiey were pust Bickimg Rer ap my thangs froen the ferst, and whan 1 fiele o | |y weas ed callvmg i che tNSew Arts, afver he wan
Wi | entered ihe pectiang, (he Je that disl weis give other peopde permissicon ed lis name remoyesl
Slemibs wore paving For a ot ol wilag ihe fo b ghe samee. | geess the peoplie who L ader Wad there mvach o a4 gablery wenc
AM dad.  They padd fof sodme ol thi were Riesiband sort of wanied permmssken in Howistani ihen? it Whiar absso Pen ubase? e hai
ilar itine rwchualed, SacAEy wanied i ke snmethok. Mof evervome. ol the pallery ar the Bute Pami S
lop catitlosgioes, amd the S vemels pam criarse, but a el And | think that swhen Lo Machey dndd Edtlemine Swieine
lisr Ehemm. MacAey s catalingues wWiet thie e MNMenils were enthisushc aboot wiere e, and Swension aleeady lad Slirver: Dhuibase start it Basee TPaim
ways enpseiisaye, andd she ol inoe T et if servee thal pleirpsieg i Eallery somg Called Sow A, W IieR Spore doswnpovwn, ansd then | misven) iar
i i TRLT] 1ih thom lrfe W Ylthoweh they were alwavs resended By he sfaricdd she had wised New Tork 4 v Wesr Cerav, wisd then e himally took
108 %[ | rhe mwesevitm PoF ofales coriain | never dsd knevw sylat ehe ¢l dealer Andlre Paniriecicl 44 8 sodmoe dal i | I BT the i
I I diF GREae ke PRAT WA ims e weis Elat weas resentbal, big ther matenal, beeause whar dhe was shoawing
i f Dnmadly et b Lse paaidi s tlea lraies. B | el ehiad ain ih wais pre-lodambeim 10 was odl CositseEn Fope: For a leng vimse thi &k aaert anl
wiere Maveme Baeeos delive maem, the own sk appieciative, Bocanis ment o Ernmetiach, all tlsing LT wikspace place therg i Wiest Carav, and
tiv thie de Monels Nesis fhere were some famiastic shovws, both ai | hen wibien Aacey canie 14 1avnd the paime was sidl on the mghn swde, T
e UAN and af the Ularversidy al St Sweeitson decided e d like v speead i when [Dubose was selling wasrk |
Corker 1) e Nleinls liomis I hiwmas, | e de Mensls amd Mac gy Dk, okl Enow et a et meeie are P Addickes, | think e w LleEr
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RDA Tours

GEORGI A

MaArRCH 30 - AFrwriL 2, 2000

spend an architectural weekend in Savannah ar the heighr of js
spring bloom and discover why this sedoctive Southem city is
currently so popular. We will spend rhree nights in the hearr of
the historic districe, enjoy private homes and plantations not open
ti the public, dinners ar private clubs and four-star restaurants,
and walking vours conducted by architectural hstorian Stephen
Fox. Participation is limited to 25 RDA members. For more
mtormation, please call the Rice Design Alliance at 713-348-4876.

Architectural Fantasies
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LLIFE IN THE SUBURB OF A THEME PARK

The Celebration Chronicles Iy Andrew
Bose. Ballantiue Books, 1aee. (RN T
S:q08.

Celcbration, ULS.A. by Dourglss Franiz

dwed Cirtleerive Colling, Henry Huolt awd
Cosnfuindy, o999, b2 pf. 325,

Reviewed by Malcolm Quantrill

The Final .;h.:p‘tt"r al Celedwataon, 1.8, A.
gives o good wdea of these two inguiries
into Dhisney’s Llavest pracrical joke on the
Amercan public, Under the banner of
*Truman Dad Mot Sleep Here,™ we
learn of a carloagd of tourists whao tarn
up im the central Florida town of
Celehration askiig, =Can vou pell us
where Truman hives?" It wae not the
home of Harry 5. Troman they sought,
hiowever, but the house occupied by the
lero oof the recent movie The Trieman
ko, The disappoimted moursss wene
tald that, ={Troman} was just a charae-
ter, It was all make-believe, And any-
wily, 1l wdsn fibmesd here .. (b over
in Seastde, an the panhandle.” Perhaps
those ha ['l|r'n foiristy cannat lse rnl!lrch
blarmed For their conbhisann of place,
Even though the events of The Trrman
Shaane were Betitious, the Eact thar they
were secking a real location for
Frwimtan’s boaise ks simply a reminder af
huvw casily a muosvee can offer a simula-
tin o peality, and of how enticing saich
d savmulation can b,

lin 165 own wiiy, Celebragin — a
Mew Town which sprang from carly
ideas isr EPCOYT, that affecred sidekick
tin [hisiey World — i just such a sion-
Lk banin, Ittt wpon ereating a “meslel
conmimanity ™ and testiig the underly g
catwepts of Mow Lrhanism, the Diosiey
Corporation sought advice from archi-
tects and urban planners, rchuling such
guris as Vake's celeheated professor of
architeciure emeritus Visoent Scully
Ehrh!ll.ll-|'|-'., Celebration wais Bl .!d!i.l--
ceiit to the |-|'i'l-hr1r Wiirld eheine p.lr'-.
jurst ougaile Chrlandio.

The authors of Cefelararion, [LAAL,
[umpghas Frange {a New Yeowl Tinnes
eeporter |, and his wibe Catherine Colling
{a tevclance writer who was lormerly
with the Chicags Trilwere), became resi-
denes of this Disney Waoarkd suburb. In the
comirse ol thewr invesrigations they stuck
close o ghe trail il Monsicur Moase and
haw shapamt of 8 “habarar for humaniny”
in Florsbs, Their avowed imteinn i o
share with s thew evolving expenicsoe
ol this latest exencise in Mew Lirbanian
They seem po be copverts from the datset,

wivwing this Thsney enddeavior as the
bigzest thing in socual engineering simee
Levitmwn (af least equal o shiced bread,
therefore), amd they ool it o
ecorme part of 1 What exactly is iheis
Sl Urlsam rll'brrurmunnni' The amswer
Eivien JI-!. Yimceni 'h:u"g.- is that *Cele-
hearsen 1 the most Nt :hm; hqp—
penigt in architecture. It marks & retumn
of Commuaniny.”

Conmrmarriiiag, however, implics a
sharing] a spirt ob “obeness,™ the collec-
tive will and enjoymeit of what has
been gathered for mintual benelit and
cnjovment, How could any of those pre
regqubsiies posarbly apply goa Wals
[Hsmey design foe a town that never
wask If Celebration represeinis sonie
kind of Mew Urhanivm, then we clearly
meed to hrey back to the fundamental
soutocy ol urbamism to be found in
micdieval, Henamsanicoe, and Enlyghicn-
micat protypes. For in Celebration, the
masters ol Hollywood fantasy have anly
fetailed a Ir:mpurnldh.' crllabmd dissen-
Ianee of a towi.

.
AI'IL‘I'T“ H.Il'l-"l r"’llh. E] h.'.l'l-'\l' Freiith 111\ l‘l'llu"
ay director of the Amercan Studics proe
gran at Mew York Unbversity po spenad
12 moaths as & Cebebration seadent
while rescanchdng Tis bk, He opens
the firse chaprer of The Celeliration
Clraniteles by addressing the profosind
Amserican desine to seek an aliernanive
hamel, oee that w didferene and, ane
hopes, better than thar which we have
been dealt: =1 bse i a country that fever
runs ot af promiscs. There s always a
fresh start, a new Ininics, a shing next
atep, apporiunity of Bargain for which
ciwnigh peegde will pur down soane cash,
wor phck g all their things and go for
bpeske. Even in the roshest of Dmses, e
prospect of satisfaction 15 mop moch bet-
rer than the chances of ciming ot i
pop alter 4 casine visie, Ranning sech
pddids, thit losig-distance staming of the
Aimerican Dvenm is prey invpressive.”

Risa goes on po say thar his book
has o bt o do with deeams, "because i
iv about poople wha regularly used that
perm when they spoke po me or each
uther abowur their recenr lives,™ S in
l:u.1l,i|1u, ar the staming (conginuairy ) ol
the Amsenican Dream, we are also con-
sbillering a |1-n|1-|||.|u|1|'| whose ¢haracier s
marked by inconsiancy, o naging desine
1o shift jears, I'H:'l'h.'I[H hack o carliee
Tosrmwe o lamily lebe anad craditiasns, or o
eacape froum the trap of bomg \':ll1|'|l|1'_l.'
ment with o sonilless orgamizarion in o

faceless place, In other words, 1o find 5
msre promising life with fresh vistas on
= mew fronteer,”™

s wehin |1|:|ug|1r i Lelehration,
hnwn'rr. were nal jusk a I'll:lr!'l.l!j,.‘ill:ll\.
-,:nll.m].' nl [ﬂlrll:ll:‘r‘-'ll:‘l:'h:lllﬁ LT E
{Inice l|1r|.' wettled in Cebebragion, s
tovwmalolk hecamse .li:qpumtn.l with the
term Sew Urbanium, Jlthmlph KHisss
fownd them reluctant to Erant it local
relevance, notokg their awareness than
“wrbanlsm is assockared with big-ciny
lifie, whuose density and anonymity are
scen i undesirable for the moss part.®
Celebrations Mew Urbaniem provides
et midsed-use {ressdential and commer-
cial] with arscd housing iypes and
eribraces an identtbable conper and
cilge, all in o walkablbe town bule on
small Bats with inferconiecting sinects.
Ross poines out that, “Architecss assde,
there are few nopprofessionals i town
wha actively sougtht aur a New Urbanist
cestmminaity g live i~

Views of how :pltl.l"ll:' camme in live m
Uclebiratio anad svhiar they fimimicl wehicn
they got there vary conmderably. The wile
il a retieesd dovtor releresd g Ferdimana
Timees” desgmenion between the tradi-
phiatial comsmuniy | Ceevmeirprdnafe] ol hall
and open relatiormships and o dopered
misdern seicbery of individusls in parrial
relationships with each other (Efesell-
schaftl, adding “1Celebraton| is a
Crerneinscinft and noe a Gesellvclvaf
pliee.™ Ross dslservics that =sisch views
Werr cornmien among residents with a
healthy romamic sreak bur whas sever
soraght to live inoa tiine capsule.”

I a boromiela oo design o Goemeimactafi
habitarion exists, hovwevier, on the eve-
denee of Celelsragion it remains an unidis-
wonverel sevrel. Celebration is na Saliaire,
wias Pallman, Neverheles, in has jos roors
in rhe comvpany own. Indeed., it is i
euketice i comipany town, lor while there
s @ compinent of residennial ownership,
the principle of company contral i vested
in bsouse purchase covenants thal restrict
individual freedom, The question there
bowre renams, how can yoa achieve
l.'ﬂ.lrﬂmr]l.lﬂ i A compsuiy pown® To dis
sk, Vol have 1o imagine traibe mmson lead-
©1% AITINE divwn .lnhﬂ,:p!\lg.' iy ohisir
industrialist emvployers. That scenario
does not ring true, yer we may readily
understand it 05 a reflection of & movie
style romance, an extension of a five dol
lor matinee thrall for the mases,

Frantz and Colling, for example,
refeinrt thag, “From vhe outset, the Wals
Disney Company had insulaced s loge

ITLL TTE AT k]

Tl PRELIY B0 FRREDETY WAL

IN FEAELT | HAW TRES

ANBPEEN ROBILY

Florda boldings from most outsade gov
ernmental interference through the
Reedy Creek Improvement Disirict,
which provided Disney World with the
awtonoimy and cenrralized control of a
private government.... IF parks needed
new sewers, the company did noe necd
to seck approval throegh o voter refer
endiom. When Dieney pat up a new
building, the onply construction codes it
met were ifs own.”

The authors are quick to poing out,
hovwever, that the sy coildes aril
stanglards were high, and the conssruc
reon gquality was generally giasl, For
senficarion, they segpest that the care
tul and controlled development of
Disney's property be compared wirh
that of “the 1acky commercial strip that
commects Orlando to Disney World™
The persisteni spuestion remains,
though, just how people manage o
senise any Gemcinschaft in Celebratin?
lir which muast be added the fact that
the lalel of “company town™ just won'
g away, and mdeed some would ither
it alisl mast,

Ross reports wha follivwed when, in
the varly fall of 1997, hsncy began
removing s name from ballboarls
.:i]ru:rtnlrlg Cielelsration. This hd.pp-unrd
17 maswthix after the wown became mhakb-
i, and catne Wi PES[MAIRAT fok NEwspaper
artiches |.1:"l.-|.'r||l'lhv:|.|I “privable in p'.l-r.idnn-"
Muost conspioucanly, Dilsney oak s
name off the warer tower marking the
o cnttance (i Celebration from
Risare 192, There were munterings
aimadig the town’s merchans, who were
distramghe ar the loss ol revenuee accom
panying the apparemt divarge from the
high-revenne brand name. At the same
tuiie, there was talk ansog disgrumtled
homciwners about pickering the sabos
preview cented, with the mentioon o
alertimg, prospective hiame bayers oo the
Gt thar Dhsieey was ool Bosasring, gaar-
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Si1ziING UP STAMPEDE SQUARE

By DREXEL TURNER

ctmiing in the mid- 19705, e

sations of Houston acquited anca-

spocific ongamsrhons devoted 1w
aadviocacy plammng and promotson, the
ferwt of which wain the South Mam Center,
established throsugh the elfors of Eravad
A Urane, then Dean of the Schinl od
Aichitectiure at Bice Llnlversity, B n:ll!-
pocondly have wicer-based a-l.l'n.-...h!r
ErOUps COHne anko |1r|n|.',. thic fisost Com-
spicanus of which wee the Main Soeeci
Cooalitssn wnd (s alier ego, Making Main
Srreet Happen, which last summser wpaon
sonren] a competitsm (o re-plan mre than
seven mudles of Main Streer from Allen's
Lamclorg po the Astrodome, (See “The
Aain Idea,™ Clire 45,)

Faved with the vacmam thar besers
Muain Street betwoen downgown ansl the
mascunm dhstnicr, and laborng i the
abisence of any clear our program ol
replacement parts, the planners enggiged
1o elireet the street™s rovval, Ehrenkrants,
Feksmm & Kuhn, resored 1o the orach
af plazas. The langess of tse three they"ve
prescrabed for Midown alone s a hyper-
extended recrangle called stampede
Sajieare that woubd measure 1000 feet in
kengith — the approximare distance
requained 1o halt & stempede of catrle,
acording o EFK — hy 550 beet in
widdth, Spread over 20 ciry blocks,
Sramipede Square would oecupy an area
suttichent o acoommodate the Plagza San
Marcn, the Pazza del Campn, Bed
hdgiaane, anal the samiken |"||-I.J.l ag
Rischefelber Cinrer with ronm left over,
In's @ miscalcularmn of mythic propor
troms posedd it the “guansity qualisy oone
fosion™ that Larry MeMuonry desorihesd
mnre than theee decados ago as = wime-
thimg memst Texans have coms by el
Iyie.. "Best” is the |.|LP:'1'|J.rI'|-1' lcsaiis usy

WHEN IT COMES TO PUBLIC
SPACES, BIGGER IS NOT
NECESSARILY BETTER

ally eack omeo thiose things they can allow
themselves mo be sentimenial alswm (e,
thie best lintde wasman, best danan hasrse,
b lartle povwn, while “Bageest” 1=
reserviesd lof & more scrkous cltegory
(Diggesr ranch, bageess formme, biggess
tailuife, |'l||e;p:'|.-l deal ). ™1

ki the matter of supersaing plaras,
Camilbo Sigre. the Vienivese uilan empiti-
sk, cantsomed i o Uiy Plasmmag
Aceording fo Artistic Privciples of 1889
that, “From 1590 g 470 fect s (e aver
age dimensian of the langess placas in
ansclemn towr, The larger the space, the
bews imipressive, os o mile, is the effect of
its hanklings and mosmements, bocaose
they canmat in the end prevail agains
e Dlne matwrally feels very coey m
small, old plazas, and only in our mem
oy il they lsom gigannc, becanse
our imagmation the magninude of the
armsne efteot rakes the place of peteal
sz, B Bawmeister in his handboosk
om city planming ... smibciEes the overly
largze, open plazas lor bringing, no hene-
fit o health, but only cousing heat, dust,
and occassonal traffic jams. Bar i spice
ool all this, one outdoes aneself these
daws m the staking our ol sisch colivsal
wgaTes. " iPp- EAT [

Stampede Ssquare i balanced in the
pElammers” dreamscape by vet anothier
mega-plaes, an oviid o be called Asiro
Sqmare set om the moreh shore of the
T | Jh[‘-ll.ﬂln,‘ wey thar surrnoands the
Astrisdome, o pl.'h,:-:- ol col lective micTmn
rv angl celebraton “designed o betrer
accommadate the great specracles wo
[wag] mmaggue o Hooston o Texas™ andd
o ntherwise ensare that *the Asaro
ilome willl be resurned 1ru|1|r|.1|.'|.|."t fn i
righiful place i the city’s urban Fabeic.®
{As 1o exactly what that pl,'n.:r mighi e,

it i difficule vo say, Part of the charm
af the Astrodome las been that, except
fisr appearing oan a telephone direciory
comveT OfF Two, 18 never really ot m the
faee of the oy, unlike the Superdomes
in New Ofbeans o the Metrodome in
Minneapalis. Though Ferer Fapade
mictrien and Peter Bowe once comipared
the Astrodomain of Judge Boy Hofheine
i the Bome of Sixtus Y, the compan
s s prrely rnm‘r:pﬂu.ﬂ amal iw likels
in TeEmin s,

Ihe simaple truih s that, as a conse
gpuence of culore and oo I1||-|r||.r|::|. Maras
jusi do nof work v oeven the mant tem
perate American civies, Bt even wine
these abwracles overcome, rhere remains
the trumpe-all of Hogston®s climate. The
Astrodome, deprived thoogh it may be
ol *iis rightinl place in the ciey's irhan
fabric,” would seem hard go jpnore ax 2
reminder of the withering effect vhai
Hopstom’s weather exerts on any dout-
divor activisy froim spring to fall, Even
thie Academic Court ot Bice Universiny,
perhaps the mist advantageously dis-
posed and manageable “plaza®™ o the
city, m scarcely wed v mode than
sornographee advaniage, save for com
mencement exeribes, The regrianally oel-
chrated Texax conrthaonse square —
Harrs County's lnchided — s moe an
open space af all, bae @ ance cenirslly
liwcaned block aceapied by the coart-
howse, which was in tum, as LB
Jackson has nasted, surraended by other
eatabslndiments viral o the life of the
“customartly the bes
esbdinrand, il mbh |'|llll.'L thie e
I:|1|.'J|I:|.'rr anel ihie asive 1.|-|.'p.1|'HI1r=II sl ..
Old msen wit on it steps o i the shade
il ghe tiees; thire e Mmoo
" I waw 4 wom

COnimaeg,

the lawi ~a|rl|1uul.|llm 1]

Ther bea-blach-leag, Iwe-blach-wids azpania of

Stampede Square would dwarl matt pebli yposen,
Ba by EER drowing created be thew juni bow big

Stampede Squore weald be, i evvelops loar Bateic
locatiam: (1] the Piexre San Maro is Vsl

12 the shating risk of Hew Yark"s Reckelolie
Comtar; (1] the Plaren del Compe b Semme: end
14] Red Sqeare s Bascew,

position of baildiegs and edges rather

than openness, and one thar no loager
serves as 8 bogus of communal life as n
1ince |.|l||j-

The problemanc natare of plazas of
whatever sive in Amersca is & truth
rarcly acknowledged, Newe Yorker
wiiter lremslan Call, a compulsive urban
do=gineer as well as a crinig, advanced
“the proposition thar when open spaces
m civies come it existence by chance
they nearly always prosve masre sansfac:
vy than open spaces thar are the con
siegueence of Toresight and careful plan
ming,” echoang Jackson's belict thap
“city plannig s chiefly justified when
it helps preserve amd Foster imformal
comimunal sctivities.”™ Bealistically
assesaing the prospects for remodeling
ithe perpetually anderperforming Copley
Siquare an Heassty, Roberr Yentur wrote,
=Another crutch od modern architecture
i the prazza compulsson denved brom
vir pestifiable love of Ialan wowons, Bt
the open prarea w weldism appropriate
fuwr it American city tosday ool e a
converence bor pedestrians for diagonal
shor-cuts. The piera, an Bl 18 Curk
Amerecan,” Amenicans foel incomforn
abbe setreng i g squares they doukd be
working ai the odfice or home with the
fmuly bookemg ar ebevision.... We are in
the habir of thinking thar open space =
prociosus i the aey. I is sor. Excepr i
Manhaan perhaps, vor caties have fon
much open space o the ubiguitoes
parkimg lods, mothe nol-so-temporiary
deserts created by Urban Renewal and
in thie amosphoas seburls aropnd.”

Fven San Antomie, a ey thar cosnes
by its plagas honestly, has nod experi-
enced much success with them owver the
last ermnary. Unce the settmg for daily
emarkets, red-har chili seands, and the
occasional gunfight, San Antonse’s plazas
have mostly beem converted s parks
with roees and grass, exoept for Alamas
Plaza, which has been transonmed
frowm am asphabr-paved wasteland 1w a
I'|,1|1_-|.r||r||.' |.'|I'|.|_'r|.'|.| OO, SOmETimes 1 LAY ‘
rlammng, what voo don't dio can be st
as impaereant as what viou do do = pers

haps even mone so. B
1. That wmw ssihar placas FEE praoysses fis
Slalivrwn wym maslosi by qommpanmin o oghn Sk
sicarme o alled €orack e Sgmary for ihe bl beeils
o hyvr Bravmggs omer pleajrnn) o s o bk ghe
M camnpars aral 58ariba s Sqpory o s of

Loy Bl and Clnmch Sguany, Dur blagks s guids

far “prlipamas evrmes e pyrawsal asrmplnean” i
Arumyi o ibir Semarh SLain Boapioa (Chondk
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