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My House is Your House

To the editor

| lrwed the peece by An Archoneet's 'Wile
("Cher House the Bauhaus, or, Life With-
oint Laurs Ashley, Cate, Summer 198%).
Even rhaugh my hashand s nist an archi-
e, her article described our pelationship
peeiectly, | definively could use some of
her semie of humor, especially concermmg
the drapes. Thanks for a fun amicle

Bagls Cosnd

Cover Shock
T the editor

Tuday | recetved the Summer 198 sy
of Cite and was shocked - i3 cover is
disgusting. It is anfortenste that such a
COVET wias chaosen to enclose the very good
muareral mmiice

1 fail e see how this cover could properly
relate to architectune and design m
Houston, Yoo shoiald know that many of
us find billboards and partable signs o be
extremely objectionable. Fortunately, some
of these are wow being reimoved

Dhapnd’ B Mawrni, AlA

Can Kautman Paing?

T the editor:

] |'1|1|,'|||: ||'u: ||l|'|,'||['u|'|h of leh H.ll||'|1|].|‘|"|.
dream homes { The Seuff of Direams
] Hllu:llﬂg (harside rhe lJH:J:_ "G,
Summer 198%) have hed a dream eeflecs-
ing prup:-r!'y an the cost of maincenance
sl |'u|n|ir|.g o the vast amowncs of wood
and offsers in h pest-Yicoornan details
They will 1.|n::|-r.n.||:-|:=dl]r regret the resulr of
che Cewlf Coasr climate on such architecra:
ral marerialy and derails, the same as |
have with my “grest redwood r:l.pl:ru-nﬂ"
i my dwn e

Allew Tevsar, AlA

Big Cite Beat

o Wedding Balli ave Ringoug: On 27 [al
Peser C. Papademetrion married Mews-
woek’s Tessa Mamuth a0 55 Audren's
Dwme Charct, Somtbampion, L1 Officia
femg war Howiion's Fatber feffrey H
Walber, Anrony the puertr were Hhe
bride s parents, Mr. and Mrx, Hawni
Mawiath, and Seemone Swan. The wew
frawd s ppwend o working boreymooy in
Findand, whire Papademetrice contivimed
rergarch for bie fortbioming book on bbe
iy aind work of Bevo Saavrmen. Oa the
rar afternoon, Ciie confrabmior Paul W,
Schiciier married Margare: Lowiie Cas
H-d,u-'l.rm it Dalllai

o Looraine 5. Wild bar redered ar Cite
Il"f.lPl"Hl.' derign el fo rake B A Wdad |
ar director of the Virsal Commanication
Program af the Califormia Ienbitere of 1he
Artr in Valencls, Habby Jobhn Kaliski,
former chatrman af the Edirorial Commit-
tew af Cive, will work for the LA affice of
FSOM. Wild recenily co n.l;p-.l'pu-.l' derign of g
monogpraph af the work af fodn Hepdud,
o g Irrm‘-'n'uhnf by Hrzzali thin falil Swe-
cowdimgy Wld ar depigmer of Cooe o Alisa
Hailes

W Awiren archbirecs and designer Herman
Dyal, Jr. wdld deiipn aon archiiectural
pardebook ro San Antomio, o be adived by
Larry Pasl Fuller. Tihe paddebond is being
pubiivhed by the San Antenio Chaprer of
tha American hastiture of Architecti fn
companction wuth the AlAd"y 1986 pationa
convenbion, Ia be beld m San Aulowic

W W Mosrton be ar fafe from Seodrmg
im pha future ar it hay baen for the lace 40
yearr domnriredm from the Addicks and
Berber rerervorrs? fn Apral, i a lrnle
hevalded move, the cosnty parted o rerols
frow rponiored by Bab Eckels iecking 1o
bave tbe Harrir Cowmity Fleod Comtrod
I[hpiraci fake over Phe referrors from fhe
Army Corps aof Engineerr, fal ofporaiion
o tive move bar wege developed, On 24
Judy V983, toe Bayos Prerervalion Arfoois
tove [BPA) board paired a rerolation ifal
i Pl T framifer wai wol o phe bl
imfevenir of tbe pablic. n ftr divcus rios,
HFA boaed memberi argued that the
Flood Comtead Diinet bad made no prov
AT Eo pay for rererrolr mdnag e,
Farthermore, becawre the disterct bai wa
wrolfagrcaliy traimed nlaff members, &
womrld mod recognice Lhe inberent raler m
the reservoiry and treams in Ihetr corrent
condiion. Some board memberr dven fug
geited the cownty planned io dredge Lhe
reserrvoirs 1o scoomimodats more ewn aff
freome phe bwrpeong deviloprments b
ar Cince Ranch to the wenl, Walch for
rore an bk develofung conberperiy

- The Rice Design Allianoe and Central
Houston, Inc. sre rporsoniog dn opee,
- rfdge, matsomal derign commpeditron for
Sevquicentennial Park, [0 acrer af Patrin
apen ipace along Buflalo Bayou fa the
downtown Civic Comder, Deadlme for reg
irtrarron if 23 November | 983 Theodare
Liehman a1 In-n:u"uur:u.." advirer. Firrl
prage; 520,000,
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Michae!l Podlack believes “architectural
embellishments” such as these attrace up-
scale people o his Colonial House
Aparcments (Photo by Paul Hester)

W Whese do prr.-_pl': Wl ward in P.ir.;ﬁ-p
Jodsmrowm's .lflur.lf.l'myr wurmt fo fiee? The
anstier, gccordmg do Michael Pollsck in
an ardicle in the May ) 983 drrue of
Somtbweit Afeitnet’s Spinic magdzing, i
tr Codomiad Hosre Apartmentr. He re
micdpled Phe | B8 werd :r.-mlp,l'q-,-;, adding
e Tarchatecieral eondellin b ™

i pitched rooft and garpoyler | ibar e
Bnlnerer atfeac? s ol ||'I||:‘\-||l|'|'|I'|' B ibar s
free Jarmitave gol fo do weidh of?

PARKWAY INVESTMENTS/ TEXAS, INC.

The signature of Parkway Investrments/ Texas, Inc. is the major, mixed-
use development —office buildings, residential areas, and commercial
and retail facilities in a planned environment.

We've developed more than 3,000 acres in Houston. We have a success-

ful concepr.

We are a subsidiary of EF International, Inc. one of the largest, mixed-

ust development corporations in the nation. In Denver and Atlanta,
we've acquured interests in more than 5,000 acres of land.

We have expenience and a history of success on our sade.

Quality and elegance have always distinguished our developments;
Westminsrer Plaza, The Parkway, Eastpoint, America Plaza and North-

park Plaza

It you'd like vo hear more, call Ned 5. Holmes, chairman or Jack

Linville, pressdent. Theres much more to el

A iwbigaliary of EF Ditorsatnona)

Five Post Ok Pagk
Suite [HE0
Houston, Texas 77027-3499

T13/621- 18RO
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SALE! 40% Off On
All Works of Art A New

At Speedby’s House for
As Well as O Y¥ih
A ' Sam Houston

T

|
17th C.-19th C. Park
Architectural Prints
@ capital i bvice for Sam Hoasvon Park, with s groves ol
puirr firarite grobiect i Feas @il Brassy lIIIFH'\. that fall towagds
. Baiffalo Bayow, 8 the only large green
15ih C. [Naminatcd Tnitals e i downntown Howston Singe [9%4
Fow Rlse mann? freryomad gif when the Harris County Herwage Socicty
& ; wad eatalslmhed, i also s Becn 8 FEpos) T : T e T e : p
Antigue Maps of Texas Sy S SIS Ghpt: DR g Hl'f" il ralestoer o i i :
fior exvurvion of the mind cet, B hispore Ilul:n:'\._ whach ihe Flen ol E
- EEe SCIETY BlQuuned T |I'||'|I‘J|.!._ din s
ORiGEm [0 Ay Masicr pan, and rhiey o The Staivi Howse was probably desiggned wreentation it had on Westmoreland. [e
H“““"-H-FT“I'H e outhne a [T eivahle volume of &g al% e | |-"|'.'I.'!_ Bui was remde]led !"':\. als will be sur anoed By & e eEscni
Lol Presemely Tl [rark gEeira o e an incey Alfeed €. Finn, one of Houscon's smost LIVE BRML| I of rhie exnenve LAl lens
» siafid| BOBE DETWES an cevaled iNCETsiare ;I--|:f|. AFCIIEECTE, I--|||'.-||||J_'I:||' ST Of lesigmed in 1987 by Edwand Dewson
Flowers & Frudt hiphway ssrucmee 1o the wese and il 1915, Chver e '\-L!'l\.l.'l.|||l:l.l v} years o Himston's birst known professional
seashells wall of dowatown sk SCTE[ETE b 1he sase members of the Scarn family lved there lands I Ty butects. The Seairi Hioxse
Rirds & Wildlife Becaise ':'l.. harely changed Finn : apether '\-'\-:"il '..l. nther Herirage Soceety
sor ol K oulllonars in Wathiin sin emodnths, however, Sam Hisu Je RLEM, EC H.- W e Fakrly simiple for o I-lr'. Frapise '\-..'J-l: nark e perimeter of & Cofcu
. taf Park will becoume 8 more memorahi Moore ArchiteC!s i0 Feconatnas and re ar Breck walkway, shaded by o ring o
: . place to visie A new masper plan by the #Mide the Botse 0 e park troes. The 5WA Groop's plan of contiga
Lacy H.II.|I1|'I.II.' Yalentines S A Lrpoup will Cresre & W ||.;| Ereen 5 parths and trees will creass 1 R
fier pirae bkt 10 WAME TheE rEsenely BCErtencd hises Forrenately, the Hern IgE Society has an winch willl provide o damam Tor the b
* irourel 8 coherent oo L] LT Visinors .||J.-\.|-|:|:-i|llll-\..|r".'!lli..l..IJ;I'\-.u-u-: Bivred Noises, and vis|iones Wl PeETOEIve
Seplember and 1 Thie park will encounrer 5 mach broader measured drawengs of the Stait) Hosise Sam Housten Park as a vill T
October 198% range of hiorory than the earbiest years of which had been deposrted in the society s than a serses of randomby drribane
-_ Hiouseon, for they will frsd & house batls urchives. These provide excelbent docu CETHEL TTTLY
i Westrnoreland Place mn 15905 s well o mentation of Houston family life darnng
y new building chai oeniaims 2n exhabeton the early vears of the 2th centwry. [his LRy 28 Maich 1986, ithe |50ch anniversary
'r._"-.":‘“‘._*_ spanning the entire history of Texas year, the Stasti hewrs donated the howse (o | lexas s independence, the Heritage
f " the socaery, and the Robert W, Komox, Si Socicty will opein o tew musewm building
PEEBB The Stniti House, s 20th-centary comjle anel Pearl Wallis kosox Foundation o af the cofner of Bagby and Lamar, adjs
pend o the |9th-centary ho -..;..|1r¢_-..-_|-|:. widled the tunds Ko 168 deimnanthng, moy ceng to phe Lo Kow, | he exbobat imssde
OLD PRINT _H. n the |-_-r-.\, will b mowed thes Fall from Ag, okl reconstmucteen. URoe 1§ 18 rels w il siervey bour contures of lToexas hisiory
|  Westmoreland Avenue. It was Buadlt by cated i Bam Houston Park, the ST Chie society envisions this bailding a
Hewry Thomas Starti, 8 petroleam gealo House will serve a5 e intetem bd il , o within o lew pears o
gt and basinessman. The son of an leal wratsve ofiice of the Hentage Sooiety. In a plans eo buld o lege, permanen: musenm
POAS-F Wewt Gapay s ] |'|'h|l'h|h'_l|l_:"l.l!l!.l.l'a|l:!.|I|Lr||I.'l feow vears, the iaside will be flly eewonsd ol AnGotnet fate i the gark. 1 he Mayar's
River Okl Dosier "l.||||l!i|_'|nFI arid cichier ol Geelds (n the carly iid 4 R sk bosaE % The exterior will be Lom .II_'I'||II!||I'"'n:'.l__llll-||l|_'|'|'.|J||._,.
Houston, Texas 7019 yewrs of the petnoloum indusiry; a5 a restored imimedia :h I ifE apprarance endorsed the project and a caprtal funds
TR E LT | member of Houston's afflobent mdddle shionly afrer Finn's remosdelling drive s well underway
T -%ai. | fam lipm # clazs, he sertled in Westmoreland Place,
thie first privace-place rype peighbiarhocd The Staiti House will occupy 8 site in Sam Pl Arcialy
i be developsd in Housimon Houston Park that replicates the salar

We believe a
rofessional
should hire

Most successiul people are so hard at work at their
professions they nead a financial guide. Then tha money
they make works hand as well, and aims ioward financial
security. Assel Analysis and Investiment Management is
an axcligng sarvice 1oF [he pralessianal, kndwn as A8
tnal gaves you the enlighlenad perspecine of anothar
protessional - the InterFirst banker who specializes in
MONey Managearme Firsd vl Dir point your goals, (hen we
I'IIE="|:1 41::1 Jagtabiisn ihe propar paith 1o yvour fing
Doih froem & fAnarcial stal it and cash flow
C-all today for a brochure akoe AAIM on
Cral fudure al the only Dans 0 iown hat

S 0N DIOIESS0NEs g yoal

7 InterFirst

InterFirat Bank
Fannin

Mair & Holoomins
Homugion, Texss 77030
TOO-3000  Mombes FOIC
Speclalenln in Banking
for the Profossicnal




Buffalo Bayou
And City
Planning

In Agust, 1954, Major H.‘.h‘l::-':
Whitmne orcated the Boffalo Bayoa 1ask
Farce. The mavor xaked the task force o
dewise & plan for redevebsping Buffalo
Ravou i order oo rrake i a crvag an
cistrifmctoial asset o che oy, Un Y -"«|'II5
1Y rhee task force refcased (08 peedinm
TRy Eps ri. which boecuses O thiee major
isaoes - flood control, waner gualicy, and
park development. In sach ol these sreas,
TheE sEady SURPEsLs specih, pracis il
IMpOYEMmEnIs. [ he EMProverecnrs are
gl examples of effecive Oy planning
they aee long-rerm, Elexible solucemns oo
Flr.."l:;l'n thar affect large and varied [HEE A

il e Ty

|.'||: FH s sals -lrrl.'ﬁl'li for flood congral
s lisde che |l|:|.-.i|||l|_' ol dietentisn _ﬁ.'-lll\.‘lh in
the upper parts of the Buftabo and Whabe
(ak Basing to protect against downstream
flonding. The ponds will sallect and store
Tl wacers, allowing releates anly when
there s capacity in downstieam seitons
ol rhe bayow In sddscson, Hoodomg m thes
reeams o seen s both o problem of
ipstream runott end downstrcam limies in
stream capascity. The fask fonte ried o
deal wirth both prablesms by suggesting mdos
only the detention ponds in the upper
waterihed bat alss de-snagging and ant
Erofan wark i the downstieam sedhians
off the stream Furthermode, by R TR E T
detent i __"‘nll-':'\u 1% |-||! ol e .||'1.|'.-.:'
metet. (he ity ahould be shile to [RlgHldn s,

i ns 1 liwdi
i E e | LiEd

| i Gl dor B0 SUREEs an ENduning
skl i Bo pral leims o WELET glasliny
fi Bauffalo and Whiee Ouk bayois. The
CiiHA B EONOCHSTRER 106 (W EMETTEEm WAIET
-||...i|l'| standands for Baobfalo Bayow, amd
rged comsideration of semdlar srandards
foor Whine Cak. By specifying water-gualicy
wrandamds for these receiy INE SINENETS, 1IN
athorinies recognire thar o stream an
inly diloie and degrade a ceréwin amamng
I ENCIEHNE T RITCAI 8 'WATEr fEUiLiry
bogits badall. By wetting @ watcr-spaldig
srandard bor the bavoms, @ Cap 15 pul o
rhe vl ammownr of weste thar cal eileT

The task force Fepadt ALF0 DATErE Wales
L |;r:, revommendations char coubd affece
wrlespread parts of the ciry, The report
recamimends MERIOOAIIEATHRY OF SEWAHE
reatmient plands o che opper watershed
and correction of pomp-statsen overflows
el Ereatmeent-plant bypasses in the lower
waterahed. Lhe two-pronged suggestion
tiakes s [n ithe upper watershed of
thutfalo Bayou, the principal problem was
the comsiruction of many small,  package
srwago-trearment plants. | he package
plants suffered frodn lethe of M sopery
w0y arnd Frodm (i !l.lll e dengn By a ;Hll

v af FedeEhdaliFaion, e ity and
developers can burkd baree. oos-slhcieEnt,
sl IR ENEE, WElk-R 1§ % e SCWage-

catimedy grlands thail shodld hdve st
berret efffuent (han the packsp |'\-||';;-\.
D the othed hamd, che miohlem and thse
sElEton in the lower pare ol the

warerslsed ure different. There, the [Pl

LiabeldE afd TREAlmEnT |-|||.I'\- are iddd pned
YT -CA iy The facilines need v be
Cpanigyl, mlernized, Jllul.l::.E'J"!.!Ll.I | he
FifiE of differene sdutinng for separate
ireas of rhe city ahowld IETH P FVE the wwier

gualicy of the bayon chroaghaour Himsston

The srudy offers far-nghted fecommenda
s For parks along Boffals Bayoa,
emphasazing dr'\..:l..]'"ll”ll ilong the west
LECTINT |‘-;|‘|r|1|'.1'r..| b Sabbne ), ehe down
sorwn secior (Sabine po Allen's Landimg ),
il the cadi secgof ,.'.l:-l:l'l wl J.rlul.l.'l_l.' fin e
]'|.|r|-|'|'_: Basifui. In the west sector, the
report SUgRerscs |r||F||:|:-|rr|1 Flay =51 |IF|'|III'|H
L0yl J"-J|||'¢ D the cast sade, |'Jrli.'| ai
MiKee Street, Clayean Homes, and i
Mercado del Sal are recommended. Whale
||'||_' (15 l_'\.: T ] |-|:.|I |_|H;H.| o 1|!ﬂ' ||'I'|I1Ilh]ll!l'
-|IL'|I:JIIF|I'I'\-|.'TI|: ol a &l..ll.m.'rﬂ'll'l'll'lll.l Park
adpuneng Wortham Theater i the down
Fiwrii PECTT, I .|I|l|.|.l SUEEETI that Flllll'l =3
put sigid Nof 1'|_-|!||_-'|.1_'|.|;'|1|r‘||| ol areas at
Allen s Landing, Lomimenos SIIoCE, Lhe
Unaversity of Houston Plaza, Hodoombse
"ul.\,m;r_ ||;I_’ Pubilic Waorks Yard, and Sam
Hisuston Park. By mennoning these other
Areas @ Pulrl'ltl.li PG, the task foroe
Pidds 481 Ep thie ||:.||_|.|I!rr! for the ey pro-
oeis ot dewele TrUTLR S 145 l,'l'.J.I.1'I- and tais

il ..!.-..|-|,.:|' funds

T task force repon offess schemes that
mdght be used n 4 vane Iy of ancas abng
e b Por EXAITIpHE, thie beying m B
e proteored from furcher constracnon
slopig its banks and other borms ol
encroschment by 3 " bayou sagement
Also, roads abong the hJ:lllll such as
Bagby, Franklimn, and MNavigarsoen, might e
grven soeni righe-of-way™ and improved
with plantings and brliboand conerols
Wirh green spaces and parkways Strung
Jhsng the hayouw, it coald become a public
place thar woulsl be ased by peophe (foam

LN s o4 [EWS Cry

e Buftalo Hayoua |k Poroe has piro
lsted 3 poixd fEpHart Their recnmmends
fIGrE fif 1l Wl EEsTing PO ErmmeEnt

1 LS |'|-' cEaMmiiEhe. ol s san of deten

L promds 15 alteady & TEGUITEMEns bir
plaf approval in the W kire Crak

A. |||'|'.'|1_-|_ whiple fegronalization o

S W A RE- T FealImeTal |l!||'l-. i already wnder
ey Creek facilicy. Also, the
recommendarions se laws thar are

lready on vhe books, Warer pualiry i

vatthe T

grds have glresdy been msued for Bulfalo
Bawoa by the stace. The dea ol a scenx
right-af-way 18 supporhed by Sectmn #0610
af the Houston Butlding Code. Frnally,
they use exiafing funding mechanmims
afd, wi the sdme trine, attract HEw III'I'- s
Reguwnalimation and constriachon Of Geoen
Eienn pands aie of-guiig pRegrims sup
poried by pant-ventune agreemenis
betwinen fhe Crtv and privane devERrY
|'|||; rlr-ll'\:'\;,.: for a ""w{'«'l'lll Chg npial Park
Ihas ||'\-|'\-|_-.|!-|_-\.! O SeWEifd) P inane OOl
irid fas glready enlisced the S5l pporT ol
Tenneco. I ||:I|-| liagiian, the task force

LB || b |.||I'|‘:I|I||I._'.Il.'|1 |':||_-.| hawve [k
wided oo idoas that shaould e workable
sislutiomna. | he task force iosell s

B ddan=r] prevabe Sldppoi il .:.Illl:a.llll.' Il
iy pdCeEs and Lisanoss '|.'u;| ther, the
inzk -‘. e An (BN STady e maos @ 3iy
filpCiiE CORETICHALRE B0 | :.||:-|||I'.;: b
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Extraordinary Creative Latin Cuisine
616 Westheimer - Houston 77006

(713)520-6315

Ssonr

Hari e (b £
E20-8024

poor.

A coflee spoden (or all seasons
il SBililna
TFCA SR rc s i ||'| e level
That’s
what thie Flowse of Collee Beans
imends as the basic
measure for each cup of coffes

Those of wou wihio are usedd 1o

ciH e SOOHap

fabils sepoion ol ool

Fis

thie bwo-tablespoon canmed
cotler measude may be
surprised by thal afmol

Lomee by the store (or & samipde,
aid fod ouk how good “less s
more’” can be. Especially wihen
it's ireshly roasted and properly

hl'l."l'l'i'd

COFFEE BEANS

Crpral cofloe Bore Ence ¥T)
S0a-005

HOUSE 0

TEI0 Dew Bowdpverd i e Vilogs

W08 Aoy - Somrceny

A Survey
Of Dallas
Street Life

e November TOR), Williem H. hyre

widely reipecied erban amalpir and awibor
af The Social Life of Small Urban "lilun.l."l-.
ke b St Dopwtown Hosnon Ao

pieer akk Bop io mdde rar avhan cevler

morerw gdad, dctriw, anad frrabis l|'.l'.|.| r. Jm
March 1085, Whyie condacted o Iwrvey o)
dowabriw oireed Gfe om [Xallar, fallaieed
10

phagphr the rarpey seiphe offee leij

by g b Ay Pemimar Pl
R o
Mumifom, wa la s THNE o risd ¥ al gy jrerd

frem Dueed [ifoe. (JET

I 2allanices mnay ealk a kog abs
and street people, B
bBelieve rhar dowr

ipeetite lor venao v
perfonmers, dnad

nea 1B 1ETES

mikre tanialireng conchmsem oo be drawn
froim Willam HL Whyie's sorvey of Jdovwr

ECrw [ SErTee 1EE & II'I 5. W 15 BAr
arvd wan it suhge
o two bively paabilsd Sermnad
fal Ldallas Libeary. There was gredt

eritlviseasm (oF what | d call graoe faotes
Whivee said
ferling thar rhese '|||'|_|1'-. will B i Diallas

nearty 7(H) fe e

The el confinmed A
of Ervens hald 8 chamie

W |'.:\.'I|:" has been rI'I.lLI:'IJ,: rr];l.'l A WiEIis Do
[ha s simce the lare 197, useally in cor
JIEMELTION W ith seminars '-FI'III":‘II.CEHL h:. Line
[Ballas Dresgicwie off Humanies and Cal-
rure, In 1984 the CIcy codmimissioned him
0 srody s barren Ciry Hall Plazs in
hopes of making iy something other than
1 grama secring for a piece of archimeaural
sculprure. Whyte made o number of his
fao har recommendations: moveabsle
tabled wnd chiairs, food kiosks, windbreaks,
afwl e and larger trees. He pepaort wias
hakewarmly received by bocal architeces,
wio thought e proposaks wookd com
pramise the iegrity of LM Pei's dexign,
but ety officrals were sufficiently
|:I'\.Fl.--c".-n_-.| tid MEre P "

G CORUCT 8 SErvVeY

of downiosn SATEET Ll

[+ sl i Oha

Whivee's GRichFniedif
laiby fuw ik, Wik ritEnoed 10 M
sisre lmabies | "D v
iw well & IMPBrEREnirng 4f
Where is the e raof Dallas ) On che
lasier msue, | TH PP
ter i the central business discrict, with
Thanks-Criveing Sjuare the gl al €hoce:

s e biises regularly

| SRS TS P s

waid ehar vhee cen

S [riepis thought ohse cender o the nitee
sectinn of the LB} Freeway and Dallss
Farkway ar the Calberia; 44 people said
Lhallas has o center;, and & were con
vinoed i 1 somewhcne in the NMorthPark
shopping center. Chae perion wrote testily
Iadone s
all. Very few do. Why dan't yoa pay mteen
tion fo whete "M peroent of the rest ol os
live

beriify with dowmiown Dalles as

DAKT (Dalias Aves Raped Transm) god
good grades for service from those who
use the buses regularly (ahose 20 peroent )
and the downtown Hop-A-Bases are a
smasdi. But the ooy 8 bus shedters were
almast uruversally condemned e poocly
locared amd Badly mantuned. Some peo
Ir_'.'-r witinte that the sheleers a fa II:. the
Ltk o theom. way the musnhs feason they
it ride the bus, U g eelaged e .

peroenl bl ewedl erad £ |||'-.||_'|,,;|n|.r|d
| b extenidded. whale 54
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JETL # 3 ey O

1l they would

Fovwrn Hheermse

Un meere architeciosl marrers, Plara of the
Armerica's was chosen as rhe Priemndliess
olfioe building, followed by LTY Center
and Lincoin Plaza. Thanks-Giving Tower
was mamed the keast friendly, wich Ioner
First Il and ARCO Tower closing Fast
Thanks-Criving Square was the most paspu
lar pablic space by & wide margin. [here
were alio pumeroo menrnons of the new
tables and chaers on Cicy Hall ¥
sceompanied by pleas for mone of
everything

The most signifcant missing grooe mote in
downiown Dallas, sooond g o the sarvey
1% -.,|'||1r|F|||1u |‘|_'|||1|: WEHE Coamrnenis suth
a5 “Few interestang stores. Powniown
hmles Brat
bl low ;:rl.lr'\.lrl.ll'. T
AENCCLY
theoiagh an &1 th

It wras thie muain roassn RIVETE
1 clirwnii Borweih

1||.|I' wih the [IAg [ia LA
questions,  Whyte sawd
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.I|.Il i

X PR the annesnting of Plaza ol e

i"i:-.-llll i Dhald

iRl il o

1R |,.::|= i M

Ci & @S Cywr

cat building, From the oatide it 5 a o
(LN manokith, firse cousin oo Kenaissancs
Ceneer in Devrow and Honavendure Lenber
im Loz Angeles. It n
iwr, Whyte's incladed. Yt (f bas &
1L square fewt of in, moudck of o
expensive and all wrapped around an e

shiaring rink

A e mwn Prallas s frsendli

akes Every oritic & hal

i
friving

W hyee sad that e was [af less ioenested
in the statisiscal valslsty
in what people said and how 1
Faor thim ree
himaell, sitting thnoa
senrch of a per
g l.ql.h;.:ll_' Ha general conclasion was
that downtown Dallas s a livelier and

{ ENE SUIWEY ERNAar

¥ Raad e

il Ise did all ehe mabelanons
ch srocks of forms m

isade or g reveal

MOne IDIETeStimE place than i was a bew
VNN the
ey, I 1 were a member ol the Cicy
Council with an interese in downiown, ['d
|'\-|_- VeV EiE JJ_':'\-! by the resulis of this
wrvey,  hie said, T wouldn't take a whiole
hedl af & kot o change things for the beomer

There is an energy there, & drmve (o
e mumber one, that you don't Find in g bo
al citles. I've recently spent a lov of tume
in Topeks, Kansss Whart i theoe to say
F1TT TII:!.':I:J".

pEary Aga, when he s |d:_|.'J
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Rebirth for
Root Square
Park

Risoi Soguade Park imdy Sos
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eniral Howsiodn [he 1.4 It | §EK OV
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i e o
arvin Windows can be
l made to order for you in

- any of more than 1,500
sizes and shapes. You can choose
casements, giders, double hungs
single hungs, piciures, trangles,
trapezoids, even round top windows,
terrace doors and patio doors.

All are extremely energy-efficient
and made from beautiful Fonderosa
pine. Yet they're no more expensive
than other brands of quality windows

Texas Jambs

6304 ALDER BeE-1333

GRAUBART RUDY

GRAUBART RUDY

GRAUBART RUDY

Foyal CopenndgiEn

GRAUBA

Christoie

Dorotimy Hafrer

RUDY

oggett

GRAUBART RUDY

Fine China, Crystal and Flatware

friver Oakd Conter » 1985 W Gray « HOuTOn, Texad TG « 530087

R

Caorg Jensen

Terra Surveying Company—

providing a full range of land surveying

services to Houston and Austin’s
architectural community:

* Development Plats +» Topographic Surveys

« Boundary Surveys * Tree Surveys

* Completion Surveys

TERRA

S URVETY.I
COMPANY,

4900 Woodway
Tenih Floos
Aon, Texas

G020 Capital of Texas

HegFway

Suile 148

Austin. Texas TATES
&3 343

Arquitectonica
At Blaffer

RESTORE*AMERICA’

Divesion o

clean-america, inc.

L e
Uriited Staies sndd Chnacksn AMihata

Peter Cox intermetional
Livmadars, Erngriand

.’-lJ
L. TR T

Tagpart Townboures, P84, Argurteatan

i, archafecd | Phofc ':-; Pasd MHenier)

The Sarah Campbell Blaffer Galbery at the
Ulniwversity of Hoaston will prescot

Argquiboctnics - Yesterday Today
Tomortow, an exhibition documenting
the work of the Mismi archivecrural Firm,
Arquitecronica, between 10 Movember and
1% December |98 ["-_lrl:.'-||||'|r pEaaecTs
that the firm produced between 1977 and
1984 will be dsplayed in drawings, mod
els, and photographs. Included are buaild
ings and designs en Houseon, Asinin
Diallas, San Antonio, and Corpus Chirisn,
a3 well as in Florida, California, New
York, Peru, and Ecusdor. The exhibatson
ks |1rRa|_1|;|:d 'lllr J',lq Wi der Marck for
the Ceater Tod the Fine Ars in Miami A
catabigiss by Frederick Kospper will be
available ar the gallery. In conjunction
with the exhibition, the Blalter Gallery
will sponsor g tour of Arquitectonsta §
Haomasron buildings and o talk by Laurinda
ﬁpu_-.nr srid Bernardo Fort-Brescza. The
Blaifer Gallery & open Monday theosgh
Fridey from 10 &6 oo % e and on Sunday
fraem | mito S ma It i located an the cen-
tral campas of the University of Houston
For mare inhormaton L:-'r;l"l-l'lr the
gallery ar T1 9= 1320

PRESERVATION TECHNOLOGY
for exberiorn loblbey
RESTORATION B COMNSERWVATION

& obaids Invesbgation & Fesons
# _obmite Technea! Supstaiion

& jokvstn Frold Servcy

® ‘Waathargusrd/Cox Producss

& Werkdwnade Prossrvabion Nebeork

Clats- Aorrasresa e BI00 Mnchaldeks
Housaon, Teass TTOEZ (713 688- 2903
1-B00-T31-2891 TX 1-800-397 4580

Young
Architects
Forum
Takes Off

Abthough organioed onldy last spring. the
Young Architects Fomam, a tusk fonce of
the Houston Chapeer of the American
Inseiviste of Archivects, has already
|'|.|:|||.-;\.J & full season of .Il'h.1_'r'|:||l_'.|.|

FradL =

IT'S TIME
TO MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

ADVERTISING

Soivtes will coneinue 1o be held ar the
Dirisonl] Sereet Cafe (1854 Westhesmer ),
whetrre -\.IIJ'l".'II.L:'a shows will rorace an a
six-week cygle .*.II-I!.!I:I‘; e M uralye
.'I.FI;'EI_ auree o the 12
forum’'s sree TiAE CiRTEMEAILET the even Ag
evernrs have srcrsoed berween

members of rhe

7L 21
 mred LW

PROMOTIONAL
MATERIAL

YOIENE A hirects and acher des Hn Erofes
sionals and artises

Begrnning on Tuesday Dctober, the

o wiill Roeschy @ fowr=part lectorne ey
jed culled L M ELaK Archutects; Arche
fufe o Hoosoon., Appearmg will be Ya
Ladigsct Ukctobeer ), Chelsea Architects

5 Oigtober i ¥ g i bt
2 Movember ). Al

SIGNAGE

el
iiwt Makover- Loy
wikl be he
DPesdgn Cemster beglnminge at 8 e A 5

AN [ |-!.|u|-.! ETH]

‘eCET T HousEon

e anchitectural talent [homm other | ek Lm
citied- Poif e filorTac s on the e
iges, ielembone loha Rogets 49
% MRS
i
1L Lij-range pLans Bepg forimialited By the
RICETIAE Cimunartee sl sl AR LTEE

S T e Pam Wilson Graphics

IrEd APChRIEIIUEe 5 |.|I-::-_ IS E O
Houston urban .!:'-.:..:l'. |'|.li lewm 1 be
worked our with the Hosisron ( LIENL o
AlA Urban Desagn Commirres

(713) 840-0002

A
& B

f'aln..-|.u:|.-|| in the A1 Architecss
Forum s open oo all interested imdivid
uals. For more information, relephone
steering comamittes charrman Mair Scarr
at 13/ 524-215%




El Mercado del Sol

Wolde-Ghiorghis Ayele

El Mercadda del Sol, Hiwston's (st lares
Mexican-arvle sh PG q_l_'lll-l_'l_l-'lvl"ll'\-'i %
SOlE B0 the pushlic dun 2 lune 198%
Himused in g at :I.il:l:1 il pehahelicased
warehouses locared ar the inrersection of
H.l'.lj.:lllllrl Beoua levard and _I'r:l-|.'=l Dirive in
rhae neear Easr End, the Mercosdo s placed
1y berimee upon compleron the lepgest
adaptive-reuse reciil developmen: in the
LUnited Srares. The complex evenmually
will occupy |3 acres and will affer 407,000
wyuare feet of netal] ond offse spaie; a 3
sire public park and plaza for maosic and
telicloric performances; three 52%deat
moavie thesters; marker stunds bor Fresh
trast, vegetables, and meats; food vendors
pissh-cart merchants; three restagrants; a
private dinner clab; and mecting space for
conventsons as well as banguer halls for
social gatherings. The plazs fesell will
fearure an amphitheater and a sdeals, o
staple item of Hispanic urban culture,
which hete will be surfounded by greenery
and sport a kiosk as well as a three-tieved
fountain. The calminating toech of this
armbitionid schemne is the park': |:lr1|‘u|j'f.||
promenade, which shen fnished will
serve as d dfamatic link between the
qk\'rlupﬂ"r vigion and rhe priluressqur
ncighborhemd chuarch of Oar Lady of
Guadalupe

Liscaredd im & [‘II'I.'|||||'IIIE'|.I|'I||'|: MYWET - 0TI
H|1|F|.|||||_ II:,'lJ,;hEH.l.‘uH-.' rhr Mrrl_'m!-\.r
|I'.||l;|‘|.' AEHMELE r|1|'\-|F\l-;|r'.| WAEIT I M BOF ILS
ELIC STy with the grea, Th -.|,_|.
'J'||:|;|,; within the shadow of downrown
the ages does por shaee oy of the wvigaliry
iMd OMIMLETIC WOeTVE i N FRCTEFIATIC of sl
al Houston. Inseead, ir is exl el by a

5. .'l[ll'll'.' L]

warehouse diviricr that i hardly alleviared

| arieasiness tvpacal of a

ief S, T98S, PLIR, sl

e Fall 1H5

i1 PRern &y Paal Herfer

by the conviveal SpErin of the new
Mercada, Alsa, the Mercado's formidahle
sppE maghit seeim ond Of scEle in @

Tt .I,::'l!'\.-'-l"'llhh.! where '\.lllr.'lr Farmidy
dwellings, small remil ceniers, shandoned
loes, and punkyerds comprise a signibicans
retlad li] al the |.I|‘|.J.'I fabiric Thiese

s ifafig .|.'-.|I\Jrlr.r-._ hovwees Tl iIIl_I,!:'II =2
-|_':|:|_1| ||“|;.;| 1L Pl consideration of oes
.i.-._--.;-ln[;u,-f-. intenions. The entire project
@ joint venmone of the Ciry of Hoosmon
and Arnold Development Company, and
one 15 goals & o sor the l.'IHR.hIDl\.Il'hI'\-Ihj
from irs bckadaisical stupor and proviake
an imcencive for orban renewal

The back side of the Merncado, s long,
almiost windowless exparie of wall five-
wrories high, is vissble from LS Highway
W just where the freeway ciroumyents
downrown. The Mercado riscs up owt of &
sea of low-income public housing unies,
making it seem somewhat like an oasis
The buildings fall on &n east-west azis,
with the prominent entrance lagade facing
towards the Houston Ship Channel
Bulffalo Bayoa, sheggish and low ar this
point, skires the northern edge of the
premises

When approaching the Mercado on
Maviganion, the wistimulating snd abject
domesticity ol the neighborhood
cammiflapes the developer's intentions
Af the nterseciion of Mavigarod and
[ensen [ H-l Rl 14} ||:J.r|.rl'|'-|.|| LR
e ¥irs What i immedearely visihle

3 I
eidcde From the liceke cherech thar § Eiifts

promisently in the developer s visson of
thie fimsned propect, I8 8 Erge, low by k
HTITUNE, "'\-'."l'l_.'!. restored hy wl
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Harvey's. . whera the blackboard menu always lea-
tures delectably-prepared seasonal dishes — and
best-in-town homemade desserts.
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Medel phowing eart alspadion '-," El Merpado del Sal [ Phoio By Pasl Herier)

|.‘|.;u|,l|-_ el iaet, amd w S :!l,;llll!. af ling
I|'|.| fr e Slprst an ..||;-|=|_-|rl:| FEfmESOrnE o
Daminican convents, This is the earless
portion of what onginally was the
Lottman-Myers Manufactaring Company
faceary, baile in 1904 15 understared
elegance hardly disrupes the pesceful
'r'-":'“fr'»!-' of the area. This edifice, in fact,
formas the south Fece of the Mefcado, One

18 .|||:|. COAVINCeE ol it HEEET r:J.|||||." Tl
sl amd '.rl_'lﬂlg rhe J.|.||||:|u.|'|l..|||.' i.-xll 1d
Hl\'.'lf:‘-\.l weessnn of thae |||:|u.|l_.|l-'4.n
Mexican SLI, Fl1‘-\.'II|||'|r|'|I!|!,' ,,!.-,|||_|H-|_| abEwvE
i, Hald EXPECTIng [0 0K
!|'\-|_' ||_'1|:|!'\1 ol & cross l.'lr!u.[‘l:l! a Feesta
supermarket and che Alamo, wrapped
pround wirh De Chirioo-like arcades, and
incorporating every conceivable
purchazshle mem of Hispans culture, one
i% pleasant ly surprised that che architeces,
FIIR, avouded most of the predicrable
Mexwanisma and opeed for a masre
FESITALTNCG APPITklc h

:|'rr el RCE |"||'

Diniving oo the parking log, it beoomes
obrriows that two distinc groups of build
ings comprise the main body of the Mer-
cadio, There are, in Fadt, Sk existeng
industrial loft baildings, bur beciuse ol
l.'.'|.||'.:||_ saimilafigoes ansd ApToRimace agt
1 e consider the Firsid
Pistif ds h—l.l-u_'.ng. B (e pllige aned the
Lasg ewan, Baidln am thie lase 19208, 1o
.Jr|.|l'h|:|

il i8S ETOrE COAVETHIET)

r:'lt mam Enrranog e thie II'un'LrI|'I|J..|.'
oecurs where the two -‘||-.|1J|'JI|." WEOES o
.|.1|:_ Efd d lRrge, |.-'.|-r|,-|:i |h|!.| which par
rially obsoures the onfornensce resaluiun
rinally sucoessiul in mmining ihe
rwn, The porch itself consists of @ metal
rood painted @ sienna to mafch the miense
terna-conta color of the odd bricks, and it 3
supported by thin, sieel pipe colurun
painted bottle-green. The oentral portson
15 rapsed into 8 tnangular, pedoment-like
form, marking the mam entrande to the
Mercado. The space beneath thas porch is
ample enough (0 accomimodate & varcry
of sctivites. Immediately m fromn of i,
and verging an the parking loe, is  small
plaza that serves as an extenson of fhe
covered porch arca. Black wrou
chairs have been plaoed beneith Sauzs
Tequils umbeeling, cooating the NECCREAr
mtumacy and contspenial ambiance desira-

ble for sucvesaful viddonsd Cales

ER .-|.|: iTis

el -pEoE

Bencaih the e |'. B I SNirames, Bl
|:|ﬁ|.|; 4.||'.;||:-. (TR NT .1:|.|':'|r_|_ I.ru! .|'J.:. IFIECH
af is mligmed

i |"-|.I.'J apralE leads ingo

the Mercada The entrance ¢

with the owrd
'|-.|..|r ..IE']'\-|IIF'rIJ|-I_'I|. has been dubbed the
P Couary Dhe stumbiles unceremonssusly
WAk & Space Filled weith dosens of catermes
gl ol phee TS0 -I000 VAFIETY Soan
ered with a

'|:||'.‘| TR T Isetge inges
Mix

|
1 Flair, Chairs and mbles

-':quI-'I\I'_u!'."«-I.II i3 diveded

sevetal levels by shiort series of SOEF

FEMiPE. SO 1 walls, devorarive
i
cile, 58 well a8 of

si inierfeie wich ok

paraphernalia

TR

meity of the extenor, have all been

[Tl e rated inop the mecior, gIving if
thar enmistakable, fe 1ENeu exuberanoe dikd
lexding Souih-uf-the-Border
talls seem o have been [elfoed

ol sOMe amusement p rk

can villsges  are pleied pexr

The second entry leads into the most oon
genial gpace in the entire complex. The
marrow, recrangulyr, residusl space
berween the three older warehouwses and
the newer two has been roosbed over
resulring in an atrinm space that reaches
the full hesgght of che buibdings flanking s
Clerestory windows provide ample Lght
The space, despite it high and farnow
configuration, B oot st all confmng due o
the rransparency of the adjaining walls
which provide visual as well as physical
acoess to other parts of the Mercado, The
brick walls of the alder warchouses have
been befr intact, except where replacement
b, Iseen mandatory. The aged condir
of these walls lends vhe SpacE &0 sierhi

i
fEsficIfy W |1|..|||'-l| aiid |'\-J||,.-|'|I|:'\-| overlook
the areiizen from diffeeent levels Concrete
REHAES r=.|.|'|||:n| |1:|' W PO - R '-"I"-'.'-:':
lead 1 apen rerail arcas half 8 foor level
Below as 'ﬁl_‘“ it Tih PELLELrEnT and other
ps half a fhosoe level or more above this
iz"u-_r The (oo is [urr.! with stone tiles

of & dark, volcanic colos

4]

In sharp conorase co the boick walls of the
obder warehouses whach line fwo walls ol
thie atrium space, the walls of he newer
warchouses that form the remaining sides
have been heavily remaodelled. Omne wall is
now dressed in a serles of arched open-
ings, composing the entiee Five-story
fagade. The structure supporting these
opefings s hisdden behand a ehick
_|J'|1||:iu|: ol staddo, F|.1-.||r|,-|1 il -wihice
Camobcie-like medallions, done in the same

pasie ||;.| |;:I-|'|||‘|r.:! kR ST 0N L, adorn

(110 walls AF VArsals [NIEryals, EMPAIming s
\||r.||' .nf|w.|r|..n| .n.|'|.'|.l s this ocher

WIsC Picusany EuCkawe

The apen retail space in cthe basement
ired, with its concrere floor and chain-link
partitiens, remains very Spartan. Bot che
'..lj,;l:rh. ||~nl'u'..-|1,:; |.I!-\..ur ol the 'Ill”'l-.
which is a weltome change from the
severe linearity of most malls (and which
encourages ingerimg), and of Mexstan
arferania casily suggess a partially modern
ized markeoplace in Mexion. Semilarcly,
ounsnde across the parking bot, bt seill
within the premises, the outdoot [t
market that 15 set op benesth the shade of
the existing trees exudes soch provincial
charm that were it not bor the peeping

dirw niown skyle, the dlusion would be
oo plete

I'he apper thoors of the Mercado eventu
ally wll be otcupeed by offsoes as well as
house the banguet and meeting fecilitics
The fosd 1K Tortuga Bay Mighiclab wall
after @ provibegped view of the sumrounding
neighborhood, once th Cye traverses the
vast cxpanse of parking lor. A ke of work
F-F"-I::III:', |2l &i apang. remaims 1o be e 1D

Wionkers are busy |'\-||-\.||_'l||'.|_I piEhefiors
fratdiuing cxtde
[ FLY

s, A o the pooiris,

Mg whan ouElel 0 femain X [HVSET
The SER BRI, |1|'n:. nifmieT siroctural
inemibees of the odd warehouses soon may
b hiclden bekliind acies of divaall fd
vially o satisy fae-ra ¥ guaifeinciis
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A Paradox

Jeffrey Karl Ochsner

The primary hocus of this sswe of Cofe 5
planning. Planning has bedome a topic of
frequent discussion amang architoots, real
estate investors, planners, developers,
EOVEnmmEnt officials, pﬂlllniulnr:ﬁdpnﬁ.
and the genernl public in Hoaston and
Harri Counry.

Ini chis msue we firse trace the nr.'nrrl] his-
tary of planmeng i Houstan and then
focus in detadl on two major sreas of ours
rent planning interest: che city's proposed
Compendium of Plans process, and the
planning of METRLYs regeosnal ransit
system. The approaches in these two
plans are very different - the firse incre-
menial, secking to orgate a city plan by
compiling & series of area plans; the
second secking first a broad regional con-
sensis, then fomusing in detail on specific

AreEs

It is kmporeant o recognize chas these are
oiily two of the many on-going planning
processes which deserve astention. Chher
sreas of significamt plan development pow
underway in Harris Counry include infra-
striscuie (waber supply, including subsi-
dence; sewage, inchuding reglonalization of
ereatment; and flooding end storm deain-
age, locusing on detention ponds), streets
and tharcughfares (thoroughfare plans
snd mobiliry plans for Houston, Harris
Coanty, and several g counties),
and major highway planning {both
'.lzjlwrilu the existing freeway network
adding new frecways). The Ciry of
Houwsson and the METRO planning pro-
cesses have received the most attention,
but plans lor infrasthacture, for streets and
thoroughfarncs, and for highways may
ultimarely hawe the grearest impact on the
shape of the future urban form of the

FEgIon.

Bux beyond these arcas of planning, and
perhaps beyond the scope of this issue of
Cile, many by our city afe asking: Has the
time come to reconsider the role of land-
use conralsd For more than 30 years, the
iy has grown sichoot contrals and o
this day, &5 a result of the bicter 1962 ref-
erendum, the word “momng” remains
unscceptable in Houston. Bur clearly &
pisensus i cmerging thar some land-use
oviroly are NECESRATY In.ili;l'.l:,- these con-
wrals have taken the borm o 5 scenic-
district ordinance, a development
ordinance, a bilfboard ordinance, and sim-
tlar ordinances, but concern already has
arisen over the mabslity of sech blanket
ardimances o differenniace amang the new
and old peighborhosds making ap the cicy,

o
=z
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{Phopa by Pawl Heter)

Land-use conirols may be concefved (n two
ways - conservative and visionary, Conser-
vative controls are implermented o proted
{0 conserve ) existing asseis, Controls
which provide for buffer sones berween
incofmpatible wses (such as parking ga-
rages and cooling wwers backing up o
ressdentiil neighbachoods) or which rein-
force existing deed restrictions (theneby
protecting exoting residensial neighbor-
hiseds ), or similar types of conteols are
essentially conservarive. Viskonary con-
trols go ferther and somally aitempt o
shape the city or region by directing or
limiting uses or other features such as
height, Hoor srea, or densiry of strscnes
or developments. Such controls must
begin from & consensus abour a desirable
furure shape of the ciry and then regalace
future development to guide it in that
direcrion

While traditional forms of oning may be
M@ pprapriace for Houston, a broad con-
semsus of public epinion (even inchuding a
range of development and real estase
inberests ) appears to agree on the need for
some types of controls, if only the conser-
vative, protective type. The consensus
ACTCLAAry fout 'I'Ilinfl..ll’r, dlrihlpinﬁ £oin-
trls does not yet exist - perhaps it muse
wait for a wisionary, but as yer andelived,
“Croals or Howston™ process which will
bring citizens together o wldress the kind
af fumne we want for oar cigy

Seill, even now, real estate and develop-
ment interests, government officials, and
athers are coming o retognine the
paradix of planning snd contrals - that
the preservation of land valucs and of
existing buildings and sress, as well as the
full development of the ciry, may scually
depend on the implementation of some
restrictions. Indeed, what urban theorist
Mathan Lewis wrote over 70 years ago in
The Manning of the Moders City may be
paradoical, bar it is nonecheless mae

« ookt @ policy of restrictions tendr ro
fuller wrilization of Lowd thas a policy of
mo rertriciion. The eeasous e m the
preader iafery and rececity of tmvertment
irsinvid fi:r Frftrsrs reitrcirons. The res
rrictaons fewd b fix the oharacter of the
meigirordoad, The owner hevefore firels
Fhar f.l' B i e pecwre Phe omaoimain
retarai from b Gad, be mais freopely
g i m comfarsily wath the extal
fighed reIrcriomi,

While vhis issue of Cire is only aboun
planning, and not sbowt conerols, perhaps
wie need o sk curselves, is planning

enough? =

Planning
in Houston:

Swphen Fox

Like so many charactersinc impl.u:l:d o
Hiousron, sts reputaismn os an unpllmud
city ia the result of selective and uncritical
historical reflection. [t is more accurate to
say that Houston 5 a partially planned
city in which successive episodes of rapid
EXpans s have w!:trippnd. whatever
E:lcnmng progress might theretofore have

o achieved. The notion of planning
Houaston's uthan growth and developement
i aot mew. But support for constructing o
public palicy of planned development has
been spasradic and incondtstent, dependent
upon the personal commirment of indi-
vidial citizens or public officials rather
than instiutionalized city palicy.

Houston's engagement with city planning
b:lln a8 i neslt of local interest in devel-
apang d park and boalevard syseem ved o
the regional network of bayous. Between
1910 and 1917, during the reform admin-
istrations of Mayor H. Baldwin Rice and
his ssccessor, Ben Camphbell, a city plan
document, Hoarron: Tewtarive Planr for
Iy Development (1913), was prepared
and published by the Cambridge, Massa-
chuserts landscape architect, Arthur Cole-
man Comey, and the first increments of 2
ciry-wide park and parkway system were
CoHm . This lavter inzk was carnied out
under the divection of the Se. Louds land-
scape archivect and planner, Goorge E
Kessler: s CENIETPacoe was ithe d-l.ﬂ.!:l-up-
ment of Hermann Park and Main Boule-
vard, Comey's recommendations, although
received with interest, must have seemed
o armbitious, boch palisally and admi-
nistratively, to be implemented. Comey
addressed not only the developement of 4
city-wide park system (his report was
commissioned by the Board of Pack
Commisskoners), but also the compdlation
ane use of data, traffec and transporeasion
planming, coneral and regelarion of hous-
ifig and buikding consrpaction, and legal
measures that might be taken 1o establish
a "Mettopolitan Improvement Commis-
semit” 00 plan, regulate, and coondinate the
city 5 anmd counry's public-works projects

The enthusiasem char sessined Houston's
forays into public and private planned
development in the 19105 ran irs course
by the end ol the firss world war. The sub-
sequent revicalizatien of the causs of
planning during the 1930s as firse may
appear a5 o bogical - and even more siac-
cessful - seqeel to the schievements of the
previous decade. Yer rhis reviralizarion
masked the radical wesknegses thar even-
rually retarded effarms ro esrablish p-uh!in:
planning as & normative procedure in
Huoasoon: an exclusive dupr.rld.rnnr on
individual civizens commitied o planming,
the apathy, if not hossiliy, of the general
|:|l|.|h|i-|: o the purpase pnd mechanmms of
pablic planning; and the ambivalence of
paublic officials, who supparted the “'pro.
gressive appearance of planning while
only reluctanily according statutory
authosity and financial suppore o public
planning agencies.

Achievement and Failure

From the 19208, three individaals srand
ot promincnely in the history of Houston
planning: Will C. Hogg, vhe rich, mencar-
ial, impualsive lawyer who made public
planning his personal casse; Oscer F. Hol-
combe, who, berween 1921 and 1957,
woald serve 1] non-consecutive terms as
mayor; gnd 5, Herbert Hare, wha, from
the rime of Kessler's death in 1923 wniil
ks own dearh in 1960, was the city s pro-
Fessional planning consalant

In eermis of achievements, the reoord of
the 1920s was impeessive: the crestion of
8 Ciy Planning Commissson, the soguisi.
tion of Memaorial Park snd smaller parics,
crearion of the Boffalo Bayow amd Brays
Hlp,:ru Fnrl;l'p:,'n snd of & downiown Civig
Cenger. the prﬂuurinn ol & major stneet
and thoronghfare phn. wnd the pablica-
pion of a second nl::,--r-'lan document, The
Report of the City Plamaming Comrmninhion
(1929, iisned as a record of the cmmis-
ss0n § recormmendasens and achaeve-
ments. Moreover, the effects of publ
planning were adumbrated by thaose of
private planning, especully n the devel-
opment of planned garden subdiviskns
The lurgest end mos comprehenaively
developed of these was Wil Hogg's River
Chaks, begun bn 1923 and carried ot by
Hogg, his brother and sister, Mike and
s Hn;g. and his ssocise Hugh Fastrer
a5 a masdel of the benefits of planned
community development,
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George E Keivler [ Photo by DP. Thomp-
v, The American Maganine, fausary [910)

However, when these achievements are
balanced againg: the shaky course of plan-
ning as public palicy, the complete disso-
lwtion of public planning In Houston in
1930, during the firse arempe o adope 2
roning plan, becomes compoehensible
Mayor Holcombe appointed the first City
Planning Commission in 1922, but the
Chry Conencil neither established it by ardi-
nance mod puthorieed any fonds oo U et
ies work, The members quickly ceased
meeting and in 924 Holoombe had to
appoint § second commission, one estab-
lished by ordinance and provided with a
bodget wid o charge by the City Council
Hare aml Hare were retabned by the new
COMTUMESA N Eo prepare a sonmg plan, 2
Civet Leffer pl.l.n. i pn.rﬁ: j.1|a1'l.. il T oE
sireet and thoroughfare plan, and plans
for beautifying the ciny’s bayous, By 1926
Hare and Hare had produced a series of
proposals for physical improvements, par-
thcularly for the Baffalo Bayou Parkway
and for the Civic Center. However, when
the commissdon’s appropriation was
deplened, its work ended and the commus-
sion members AgAn ceased mn:h'q. 1t
was dee o Will Hoge's intervention ansd
his willingness 1o spend his own mopey
for a case that he supported which
enabled propery to be aoquiced for the
parkway between downiown and River
Diaks afid for che Chvae Center.

In acknowledgment of Hogg's work
which ingluded securing passage of begis-
larion by the Texas Stare Logislarare in
1927 enabling cities to adopr zoning liws
and o coneral the platting of subdivi-
sinnal, Holocombe appointed him w chair

CITY or HOUSTOMN
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im CENTRAL BISTRICT

A RTru R L Oy
oS s s TELT
- :{11.1 BOE FF o 0w s

Ll d1a) o

a third Ciry Planning Commission in

Arthwr L. Comvey't diagea of propoied pardaayr afs Baffals amd Whire Oak bayowr in
1927, Bus Hogy resigned in 1929, the ypear e Pt z i
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Righe: Mayor Ghicar F. Haleombe (lefi),
City Plammimg Divecior Ralph 5. Elfifrer (com
ter), awd Plammimg Commirsion Fier Chavr
man ALE. Walter fmpht] revdeningy Howrros
romimy map, VT (Pbote cosrtery Ralph §
Elfifriri, Below: 5. Herlbert Hare [ Phoro
cowrtery af Cobiwer, Hare & Hurw)

before his death, in part becanse he fele
thae local political support was so inade-
guate. In 1928 he helped defear Hal-
gombe’s re-election afrer he discovered
rhl: the rnl-rw had profited from the sale

ehart rhe city was o acquire for
ﬂi: Ciwic r, Following Hogg's resig-
nation, the Ciry Council and Hokombe's
successor as. mayor, Walcer E. Mopteith,
began hearings on the toaing ordinance
l.rld-pl.l.l'ldrl.'l-n |.:;|:||:r5I Hare and Hare,
Taken aback by a dasplay of conoereed
appaosition, the councl abled the proposal
and once again allowed the Ciry Planning
Commissen (o lapse.

Irs weaction to ihe lanses-fate attvudes of
the 19205, public planning gained
remendously in prestige during the 1930,
I Houston, however, it remained dor:
mant until, as Barcy J. Kaplan has poinged
out in his stody of the 2oning ssuwe in
Houston, s single crisis renewed public
interest in planning: the expiration af
deed restrictions i Montrose Place in
19347, Oscar Holcombe, re-elected mayor
im 1932, 1934, and 1936 - and again in
1959 - established a fourth Ciey Planning
Commission in 1937, with Hugh Poteer s
chairman, o prepare o roning plan
Again, concerted oppisition developed
and Holcombe's successor, B H. Fonville,
rﬂ]:tu'dcd by cabling the issoe snd per
milljn.;_' the commission o go out of
existense in 1959, Buc |rr|m|.'d.il||.-|:|r upn
being re-elecied to suwoeed Fooville, Dscar
Huoloombe re-established the Planning
Commssion in 1940 a8 well as conseitut-
g a new Deparement of City Planning.
To bead the department, Holoombe chase
a young landscape architect, Ralph 5. Elli-
frit, who camie to Houston in 1939 as
Hare and Hare's kocal representative.

Elifric petained the pasition of direoor of
the Deparcment of City Planning for I3
years and he brought 1w this position s
sense of professional responsibility and
continuity that compensared for che lack
of &n effective planning constitaency in
Houston, During the war years Ellifric
and Herbert Have revised the park plan
of 1929 and the Major Sereet and Thao-
roughfare Plan of 1929 At the same time,
Ellitrit began planning for a freeway net-
work that became the basis for the Texas
Highway Department’s eventual Houston
systerm. Ellifrit was responsible for the
westward extension of the Brays Bayou
Parkway, the creaton of o White Oak
Bayou Parkway, and the addiesn of many
neighborhocd parks. He ser standards for
suhdivision planning snd produced @ new
Civic Center plan in 1957 that led 1o the
renewal of the Civic Center districr.

Post-War Attempis ai Zoning

After World War Il Houston entered &
pereed of unprecedented territorial
expansion. [t was during this pericd, as
Peter C. Papademetrion demsonstrated in
Traniportation and Urisan Development
im Moo, JEIR 080, that streets - and
f-n:rl.';p - replaced parks as the basi
infrastructural element of public planning
in Houston. As a result, the Major Seoeet
mnd Tiurwghfur Plan of 1943, enforoed
and persodscally updaced by the Ciry
Planning Commission, became the ciry's
de-facta comprehensive plan. At the same
time a [ragmentation in planning
authoriry began (o bevome evident as
planning agencies not dicecly subject oo
the Ciey of Howston, such & the Stare
Highway Deparrment anl the Harris
Coanty Flood Control Districr, emerged
However, the symbal of planned
municipal development in the United
Srares - the zoning ardinance = gonrimued
o CGOCaAERN Tremendous CONENOVETSY 10
Houston, despite the considerable support
it recerved from eitablished local interests.
Mayor Dris Massey, i 1946, and Mayor
Lewis W, Cutrer, in 1999, initiated public
planning and hearing prooedures oo dralt
a goning plan. In cach instance, after
several prars’ work, a plan was submitmed
o the vorers, first in 1948 and again in
1962, and both times oning was soundly
rejocied.

The year fl:r“niril'tg the 1962 geferendim,
Lowis Welch was elected 1o the firse of
live conseoutive perms a5 mayor of Houas-
toin Daring these pears - 1964 to 1975 -
Houston continued to expand rapadly,
cclipsing even the dramaric growth peri
ods of the 1900s and 1950s. Welch
eeplaced Ralph Ellifric as dircoior of the
Department of Ciry Planning with Roscoe
H. Juml wha retained the post from
1964 until 1983, Jones did not sdope Elli-
fric’s rule as a public planning sdvocane
Irstesd, the lh-pl.rl:m:ru ol Ciry Planning
goncentraced ujpon b T B, |qri|:|.g
b maintam accurate records in the face of
Housion's :I:F.l.ul.inn. The function of the
City Planning Commission also was
limdted sersczly during these 20 years to
ithe approval of subdivision plas, Welch's
successnd is mayor, Fred Halheinz, even
created divisions of Economic Develop-
ment and Community Developmens
within the mayor's olfice to carry our
many of the functions chae in most Amer-
ican citics were the pesponsibilicy of a
planning deparumem

Alfeer the zoning referendum of 1963,
planning subsided a3 3 public Bswe in
Houseon, Yet, in the middle 1960s, i
began to re-emerge a5 a factor in commer-
cial real-esrare development, Master plans
ol development, resirictive covenanes, and
legal associations charged with maingain-
irl.; rhese covenanis hsd been commsn-
place in Houston residential development
since the 19708, With the sdvent of sub-
urban office and induserial parks, regaonal
shopping centers, and massive garden-
gpariment and ownhouse communitics,
these mechanisms began mo be employed
by dewelopers af commercial oeal estate to
estabilish and mabntain standards - aod

property values. The co-existence of pei-
vate planning and public leisses-faire was
sustained by the beliel that unceasing evo-
nomic growth would resule in the corpec-
ewonn af disfunctsonal conditions, onee they
had bevome apparent, on sn ad-hog basis,
Indeed, the real-estare lawyer Bernard H.
Segan wied Houston as the madel of an
economically seli-regulating giry in his
book, Land Ulse Witkowr Zowng (1972)

The imposivion of & MOTEMOITET 60 MW
CONSEMUCTION in Many pans of Houston in
1974 doe o the City's imsulficeent MEWAEE-
rreatmsent capacity indicated, however,
that even without @ 2oning ondinance the
mu.n.i{ipal BOvETAMEnE had o pl.lp mane
than a passive rode in urban planning. The
dizzying intensity of growth and devel-
opment thai kusted uneil 1982 demaon-
strwied that even the most far-sighied and
comprehensive private planning cookd pot
address the sort of [sses thar were
bexoming more and more problemaiss
traffic congestion, faoud controd, air and
water pollution, and unoerrain T
vices: Symbolic of o caotious shife in offi
cial arnredes poward public planning were
s series of actbons by the Houston Ciey
Council and by a new mayor, Katheopn |

W hitmire, who was elected in 1981, Pas-
sage of the Development Ordinance in
1982, anthored by council member Eleanor
Timsley, marked a tencative firs step
roward defining & public planming policy.
This was (ollowed h'r lenr Whitinire s
revitalization of the City Planning Com-
mission, chaired by Burderre Keeland, and
the appoiniment ol Elraim 5. Garcia as
directr of City Planning in 1985 o sec-
coed Roscoe Jones.

Yt for Houscon the crivical @ssse remains
ane of public understanding of, and sup-

prsrt fosr, & Fl.rl:rll.: thnml palicy. This
was true i 1913 and it remains no less

troe oo 19HS, =
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City Planning for Houston

Peter Brown

City planning is & long-sstablished civic
erfifuteon 10 America, starting with the
early city plam of the 16ch and 19h cen-
ruries and continuing through the "City
Beautifal”™ movement of the maen of rhe
century and the funcrional end cenrral-

b imeeis-diseract comprehensive phrl.l of
the 19508 and 1970s. In some soates, such
&3 New Jersey, comprehensive plans are
eequired of every municipality by law,
However, it has been many years since the
City of Houston has undertaken o serious,
comprehensive planning effore. During
the past year, through the inftiatives of
Mayor Kathryn Whitmire snd her direcior
of Planning and Developmens, Efralm
Crarcia, the ciry hes sramed & new and
ambstious planning process, carremtly
referred o as the Compendium of Plans
The objective it to create over the next
thiree to four years whar most citles refer
1o as i comprehensive plan

The basic approsch in this corrent plan-
ning effixre i to assemble or piece
together (a8 i a oompendium) o series of
area-assiciatin el neighborhood-ares
plans, either recently completed, or to be
undértaken in the farure, which, when
welded into s composite document, will con-
stitudte @ new plan for the ciry. Area-
essociation plans representing larger
suburban growth areas will be funded and
prepared by groups {primarily formed by
the real-estate community) such as the
Wess Houston Associarion snd the Ciry
Post Cak Association, while neighbor-
lemod-area plans are those for esrablished,
inner-city neighborhoods such as the Fifrh
Ward, Garcia’s Department of Planning
wndd Development will be responsible for
cosondi nad (L the entire effore, and in-
house staff will prepare some 27
neighborhogd-area plans. All of the plans
will be prepared sceording o guidelines
already established by the department.

The ity therefore, will pm-ﬂd.e the over-
all framework for incorporation of the
various sub-arcs plans into o compreben-
sive dotument and will coardinate the var-
iy metropolitan plans for ranaporta-
gion, drainage and stocm-water manage-
ment, water and waste-treatment

spstems. br is expecied that the process
will be sancioned by approval of Ciry
Coanc] resolotsons suthorizing the direc-
tor of Planning and Development and the
Ciry Planning Commission o procoed
with the plans,

The purposes of the Compendium of
Flans are stated in the Ciry Coungil resolu-
tions: 1 he existence of & plmnmﬂ_ pro-
cess will have a posstive effect on the city's
bond rating:” “The Ciry Coancil wishes ta
initigee & planning process that inclodes
sabstantive partscpation by citizens and
by neighborhoods, civic and area associa-
tions . . ., " The city wishes 1o establish as
g part of the planning process the devel-
apment of & long-range redevelopmens
sirategy for cemain eligible neighborhoods
ol the city; and the Flhﬂl dml.::’md i
this prodess " will also be used in establish-
ing priopitses in the capinl improvements

boods bt forced many fo reconiidir the need for ploaninp in Howsfon
{ Phata by Fasl Herler)

planning process.” More specifically, the
conct] resolitiens state that the plana
will be used a3 & guide in selecting projects
foe the capital improvements plan, select-
ing capetal projeces for funding from the
Community Development Block Gram
(CDBG) program, designacing Tax Rein-
vestment Lones (Tax Abaremenr Dis-
tricts ), and identifying rarget areas for
assrited bousing and privace-pablic devel-
OpMENT projecs

Effaim (Garcia emiphasises this new plan-
ning effort is & way to "plan for growth,
rather than reacting o growth,” and his
goal is o “ourn the process around ™ Teaf-
fic e public services are key nsues, as
well as the revicalizstion of inner-city
neighborhoods. Crarcia says the plans will
also serve as 8 ool o oordinane mow-
-.'Iupiu:rr plans and pr;m_dﬂnmuu—
majar development opportundties, “deal
with” high-growth sreas, rationalize the
n:-i.ll:imuhip aof me'; and rmplwpntnr
aress, and provide scacistical inpu; w the
major thoroughfare planning process. Yer
e clearly stops short of min;_q rhie pLa.n i%
4 normative * visson of the focere™ for
Houwsion, and thinks that wrban hisn.
althiugh important, s not & critical issue
Garcia underscores the wording of the
resalations thai staie thar the plan i m
ri way maended to be used a3 critera or
gaidelines for approving or denying
development approvals. Therefore, every
cffor B being taken o assure detractors
thae this 5 not & back-door step towand
addirional development controls or 2on-
ing. Bar, he does note that throagh pre-
viously adopeed ordinances and the Cay
Charer, the Planning Commission is
already Fully empowered to prepane a
comprehensive plan for Houston and ies
extra-territorial jursdicrion areas

The Deparmem of Planning and
Development Process

The planning process begins with o desig-
natsrn of the grographie boundaries of
exch of the ares associatons and neigh-
borhood planning areas. During this pro-

ceas, Garcia's deparoment works out @
coniract of basic agreement with each of
thie ares essoClats o prepare the plans
and mtilizes neighborhood input on mner-
city plans. Garcia is establishing an Over.
sight Commidites composed of
basinessmen, professmonals, govermment
officials, and civic represendatives to
review the various pl.n.n.-. as H‘lq' ane h‘ln;
prepancd, and o make recommendations
o the Flanning Commission for approval
In addivion, there is the Capital lmprove-
mend Program (CIP) Commines, and an
interagency (oordinanng committes
{composed of representatives from the
cury, county, HISD and other schond dis-
prices, and METRLY which will handle
met rth:llil:ll'L or regional ases guch as
major thoroughfanes and d.ra.-mlgq. The
CIP Commsiee also will be involved in
rhee reveew pricess, especially in terms of
evalusting and prioritizeng capital
impfovEments projeces, as well as the
CBG Committes composed of the Com-
munity Deselopment Program commis-
sioners and representatives. [n addition,
committees from other groups such as the
Chamiber of Commernce and the Greater
Housion Builders Association are faking o
strong interest in this planning process.

I theee o four years, Garcia envisions a
practical composite document which e
suggests the Ciry Council might formally
adope. Projeos and aress with adopeed
plans would be grven prsociry in allocaring
CIP funds and possibly wtility and other
permits. This is an approach apparencly
advocated by council member Jim
Greenwood and others who are inclingd
wward “growth management.”

Thiree puhln; Iseurings are involved En the
process foer each P|I.I'I There will be a
mapor mitial public hearing to salsaE cit-
zen input. When the final draft of the
plan s complete, there will be a second
public hearing. Afrer final revasons, the
plan is ready lor sdopion and incospora-
tiof it the compendiam, bised upan the
third public hearing before the Plannmg
Compmission
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The Compendium of Plans Format

The Department of Planning and Devel-
opment huprzpumlu rwio fopmais: one for
the inner-city neighborhood plans, to be
prepared largely by city staff, and the
other for “growth-sector” area plans, 1o be
prepared lasgely by privare consultants
working for arcs assotistions. In addirion,
there are specific planning standards (such
a3 for schools and fire stations | already
drafeed by the planning department.

Meighborhood plans will be prepared
uslng maps, statistics, and rexr. After
determination of arcs boundaries, existing
conditions - land use, srucrural building
conditons, services [rduﬁtin::. shap-
ping, governmencal), trafia Eraf -
rariod, wtilivies, existing and redevelop-
ment sies, projects, prioe
expenditures of pablic funds - will be
mapped, In gddition, demographic data
siach a3 household size, housing condi-
tions, employment, crime, healch searis-
tics, area businesses, trends, will e dosu-
s hﬁ-ﬂm n‘h.t;ﬂh}m
ren-year {1 a ves
and “ronditions mqulrﬁ.g_ coreection will
be determined. The next step, ~activig-
area determination,” will invelve subdi-
widing the neighborhood into soiivity
areas, defining quickly milnlbhy-h
and ng & wen-yeir schedule for
imp tion of specific-action plans or
jeces. The final siep will invalve pre-
of derailed scrivity-area plans,
puch us housing or rewsil renovation
projecis

The exhibits of the neighbarhood plan
will include & boundary map, an existing
land-use map, a structural condithons amd
ownership map, a public-services map, a
",qn:\.punll:i.nn Map, &0 sCnvity-sred pl.ln.
and other items as needed

The arca-association plans formar i
somewhar similar o thar of the nn;;I
bairhood plan format, beginning with a
definition of the planning ares bound-
aries, and compilation of o detailed data
bate However, mofe-detailed rlllll'n,s
data on land we, tralffic and transpora-
ticwy, public services such as police and
fire, and utilitbes and drainage infoema-
tion will be requisesl. Environmental con-
cernd such w Mooding, subsslence, pir,
waber, paollotasn, and land contamination
will be emphasized. Lising rhis daz,
short-term {19540} and long-reem | 2000
and beyond) assumptions snd projeciasn
will be made for pepulation and employ-
ment; land use and new development by
ey transportation, incleding METRO
anid public rranaic considerations, state
hi;h'll'l'l"l-. and county fecilines; and uili-
ties und public facilities, Specific maps are
it lmied; haovwever, it is assumed thae
exmting and future lond use, Irans portd-
e, wielichey, public facilivies, and maps:
new development opportunities will be
included.

The Deparvment of Planning and Devel-
opmend has dralved standards, same
rather specilic, 1o be used by neighbor-
hoxond groups end arca associations in pre-
paring their plan. Emphasis i given to
parks and recreation facilivies, libraries,
heakih mn.mmﬂuﬂp{m and
waste-water generation, raffsc generation
end rosdway capacities, roadway stand-
ards, off-streer parking requirements, and
fire and police protecion. The draf
standards are typical of those foand in
reference texts and in master plans of
mujor cities. However, the issee of
standards 5 quite complex and different
standarnds should apply 1o different parts
of the city, such as the inner-city Mods-
trose eighborhood as contrasted with
large, mixed-use planned developments i
thie fur wshorhs. Moar areas of the Ty el
nof meet commonly scoepeed srandasds,
arid [umels are not svaibabile o overgome

this gap

Im addition, several ity departments have
spent years developing their own stan-
dards. Librarses and fire stations are goosd
examples. | The Houston Fire Deparn-
mient's manual of standards is well over
100 pages long.} Seandards should be real-
mtic, up-to-dare, flexible, and sreainable.
Sound manicipal manigement SEERests
that Garcia's Department of Planning and
Development should be responsible
beast coordinaring, if not preparing,
standards for most municipal and area-
wide functions. Leaving this imporiant
function solely up tw deparoments
fead vo 'wmi:mﬁ the levels
public services prove Huoasron, like
Austin and other high-growth cizies, faces
the critical issue of provision of balanced,
womprehensive met SETVICES,
npummng the use of mx dollars withour
ant | Lrhﬂr unaccepeable) tax
T:.'E'.“m Fﬂ wery difficult task. An
cffective, mnldlnlt:d set of urban ssan-
dards can be s valuable ool in optimazing

{and de-politicizing) this process.

Seatus of Plans w0 Date

-Cummll-_r, seven neighbarhood plans are
in progress: Hacr ayside,
Heighes /Morth Main, Manchesver, Second
Ward, Third Ward, Fourth Ward, Fifth
Ward, and Sunmyside/Palm Center. Other
neighborhosd planming ancas inchade
Acres Homes, Bordersville, Carverdale,
Carvercrest, Denver Harbor /Port Hous-
1on, Fidelicy /Pleasantville, First/Sioh
Ward, Foszer H.l‘::;drﬁn;mm _H.nt;:j!u.
gor, Magnolia, . Nawigotion, Near
Northside, Riceville, South
Park, Stodewood, Tedwell/ Jensen, Trinity
Gardens, and Wesr End. Base dara for
many of these communities has .|Jn:l-|l'r
heen assembled. In some cases, thas plan-
niig process has boeathed new life into
once passive, ssweleds civic groups, and
has caused new groups to come into being.

The Department of Planning and Devel-
opment a3signs an in-houie neighborhood
planper 1o cach of the groups, and this
s1aff person works directly with local
leaders and civizens i developing neigh-
borhood plans. These areas are in part
made up of boundaries already established
for the CDBG program, and limited funds
ure available for community renewal pro-
mm.;hnl'umJﬂ!.Jlﬁiu:mmm
replscement, redevelopment of blighaed
areay, and community facilicies. The
m;;hhwllmd oups have an opportunity
u-ﬁnﬂrﬂm-hduptm
!immlﬁmd::l'mlﬂhn.p:u

The emphasis of these neighbarhood
plans seem o be in four main areas:
attracting city and federal dollars for basic
improvements such a8 streets, utilinies,
drainage; entifying redevelopment pro-
Jeces which are doable, tuking sdvantage
of CDBG andd orber subsidies and funds,;
identifying new and rehabilitation hous-

ifyg rpparTanitees; and idenrifying projeos
which can interest & -pEivace part-

pership funding

The foous seems o be on projeces, and
ot o major urban ﬂl;m 'I'hmr be
pulitically lppﬂqmlu: these
often neglecoed and disadvanmged areas
and possibly reflects the recent shift in
Houston's voting patterns, where the ooa-
leriomn of mmossties, studenis, blue-collar,
and non-establishment groups have been
a signficant factor in Mayor Whinmires
Eiltu:d support. These older nelghbsor-
wuls are oot w0 concernnd abowt reghonal
traffic systerms, sewer permits, hillboards,
splewalk cafes, and subsidence. Their oen-
cerns are more basic - shopping, services,
pothdes, detersorated buildings, decen
housing, and jobs.

The arca-association plans imvolve pri-

marily the more rapidly developing areas
of the city. They are larger geographically
and penecally represent the interests of
the development amd teal-estate com-
manity, (Phoase see box.) All of the area
sssociatons, exdept the East End Progress
Amsactation, have reachesd a basic agree-
ment ro proceed with @ plan. However,
issues of conent, the degree of deeail, and
Fending sull remain, Bar other swes may
limie che effectiveness of the area-
sasociateen planning effors. The associa-
tions may not have the funds (or safly
necegaary 1o hire consultents 1o comphee
the work as outlined. In sddition, che
large geographic areas of some of the
AFOCIAoNS are not appropriate for spe-
cific planning of this type. There is not
unanimity among anes-association
members, so key decisions on land use and
streees may be difficult to schieve, Fur-
thermawre, mast of the ares amocianions
represent parochial (developer) intereses
and dio not necessarily reflecr the desires
af adjscent residential neighborhoods.
The broader regional interests which
should be represented in 4 major compre-
hensive plan can comse, p:rhlpl. from the
city - not fram developer associations
Finally, many areas of southwest, west,
and north Hoaston are not included in the
prographic ancas represented by the
AsfOCialions.

Conclusion

Tht'ﬂiﬂ'hptﬁdium ol Plans s a much-
needed effort in Houston, The ity
deserves @ workable, comprehensive plan
which also contains 4 vision for the hapure
of this grear urban region. The plan will
mod b @ static docament, bat @ prooess
that continwally exemines snd encourages
the poastive growrh snd developmens of
the city in a deliberste manner. The mak-
ing of the plan will require cooedination
berween major governmental unics such
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as the couniy, METRO, HISD, and the
Seare Highway Department. The plan will
asAEEE in assigning rational priocices for
the expenditure of limived dollars. L
should result fin the lease-cose approsch
for the city o repair the deficiencees in irs
public infrastructare, snd will give much-
meeded attention 1o & Lner-
city areas. The plan should also help to
counter the negative image of Houston
outside of Texas and 1o spur economic
growth, diversification, and job formation
Owerall, it will make Houston o more
functional, efficient ciry, The taxpayer
shiould ger & “bigger bang for the buck,”
and, as in most cities, the ing pro-
cess will cause the palitical system to be
mire nesponsive o legitimate intetest
groaps

This daal purpose - first functional and
bottom:line ariented, and second, norma-
tive and perhaps vissonary - shoald be
reflected in the current planning process
However, Pl.l.l'l.rl.l.'rl]: has been negleoted in
Howston for so long, mcluding an anfoe-
tunate association with soning, that Gae-
cin'y ;pFu.dn clearly stresses the practi-
cal, Thas i, tn part, de o the lack of sde-
quate stafl (Houston has the lowess per-
capita funding for the Planning Depart-
ment of any majoer LS. cigy). Ares
associations are abso lacking in funds co
prepare plans in sufficiens detail and 1o
coentinue the planning process.

The Dn!pu':mm-ufl’imniﬂlhl:ﬂ Devel.
aspects: Garcis has begun
the process with great pracricalivy, entha-
rion, a key o the saccess of any planning
effarr, has received a strong emphasis and
the public-private partnership approsch is
a good one for Howston. But as the pro-
cess maiires, it should bevome mone
complex and pesponsive to diverse citizen

interests. There may be CONCETn
with “qualizy of lifc” lmhmrihﬂ“
issues among the voters than the corrent
approach sssamcs. If this i true, the pro-
cess will begin w0 encompass new issues,
such as orbun design for critcal areas and
corridors of the ciry, a “goals for Hous-
ton” process, the impact and opportuni-
Ehes memdhy METRO, and streng-
thening of the ordinances to inclsde

{ posaibly ) same form of land-use intensity
standards, and broadening of the scenic-
diserict conoepd.

The ultimaste resules of the process semain
in some doubt. Without some form of
land-use contrad (not necessarily ronengh,
the ciry is lacking in che cradicional rﬁ
1o carry ot its plans. The “parchwork
quilt” approsch is (oo fregmented, and
will tend 1o resulr in warered-down plans
of plans which Favor the interest group
with available funds for planning. The
entire effort needs the strong, visible sup-
pit of the mayos, Ciry Council, Planning
Commizsion, Howsion Economic Devel-
opment Coundil, the Chamber of Com-
MECE, and varioms business and dvic
groups. Finally, greater coondination 5
needed with other governmental wnies,
such s West Uni'rtﬁ'ﬂ:j' Plsce, Bellaire,
Pasadena, Kary, as well as the county and
stabe.

Owerall, a well-conceived planning proccss
will generate the very tools necessany 1o
implement the plans creaned by the pro-
oess, However, for this 1o ooour, the busi-
ness and political lesdership must come o
recogniee thar the Compendium of Plans
for the year 2000 is a singular civie oppor-
tuniry of extraordinary dimensions.

Peter Brown war arvivted by Bearh Belofy,
plammer and developmens conraltani, snd
O'Medl Gragory, AlA, 3 member of b
Executive Committer of the Hoxtton
Chapier. American Inriitwse of Arehifect.
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Area Associations and Their Plans

1 | Central Houston, Inc. A coalition
of downtown buesinessmen, compan-
ics, wnd propenty owners has funded
an initial master-plan concept lor
downtown Houston, Key
fundty areas, soch as an ars
aned & historic diserict, are idenrified.
Services have boen volunteered by
several major architecural firms;
however, an owtside conguleane will
be seleceed soon The issaues here are
pedesifian movemenl Systems;
urban parks, open space, and land-
scaping; traffic circulation and park-
inmg: treatment of buildings at the
strect level; nighr-time aceivicy;
public transit; housing; historic
preservation, and, perhaps mosn
impuartant, coeating a sound arban-
design congepe for our somewhet
formiless downtown grad

2 | Ciry Post Duk Association
(CPOAL The CPOA 15 composed
of maper developers, tenants, real-
estate people, and landowners in
the Cralleris area A mastes plan was
peepared in October 1984 by
group from the Housoon Chapier,
Amerbcan Inseiete of Archiveos. I
contzing the base elements for
Houston's “other [y
which has more office spsoe and
£ concentration than the
central business distrios of mose

meent development standards,
inchuding landscaping and signage;
EtlﬂtmnHlﬁ-uﬁimlﬁundwb-
transit coreidors; housing, parks,
| np-dtr.ﬂu-lﬂm .'mtquau'

revisions 1o meet the Department

Cemarel Homston letorporsand
Ciry Posr Dak Association
Ciry Wesrwood Anociation
MNorth Howiaon Anwociarion
Momhwes: Housron Assoclates B Neighborbesd Areas

Seagth Main Cemter Adwis i
Wear Homidus &nsescurinn

= W B e M R =

of Planning and Developmend for-
mat and standands.

City Westwood Association, This
smaller area adjacent o Bissonner
between West Belr and U5 High-
wiy 39 has the first plan completed
in compliance with the éry's hosr.
mat. It was prepared by Charles
Tapley Associates in 1984 The key
issues represented in the plan for
the year 2000 are Hranspoctarsn,
future land use, open space and
landscaping, area identity and
“emtrances, beautification, and sign
control. This plan is described by
Garcia's office as a “protoiype.”

Morth Houston Associacion.
Monh Bely, Kingwood, and The
Woodlands fall within this area. To
date, the association, representing
an area of 636 square miles, is try-
ing vo wrilize the volunteer services
of professional members. Key msues
arc transportatien, inclading the
growth and impact of the Hoaston
Imtercontinental Airport, parks and
recreation facilivies; the drainage,
SIOEm-waber mandgement, and
waner quality of Lake Houston;
housing, and economic groweh,

Morth West Houston Association,

" This arca overlaps with the West

Houston boundarses on the east side
ol Bloute 149, but the boundaries ane
s : ’

thef, envirchmental concern, and
furure land use.

South Main Center Association
(SMOCA). SMCA encompasses Rice
Llniversiey, the Musewm Montfose
arca, and the Texas Medical Cener.
A draft plan for cthis area has been
completed encompassing 20 square
miles, The key ssues have been
conflicting objectives berween
developers and residents and neigh-
barhood preservathon Specific plans
compleed include the Binz area and
the critical midrown area (south of
thie central business diserice slong
Main Sereet). The Medical Center i
currently working on its own plan,
This is the only ared associarion
besides the Eamt End Progress Asso-
ciation o repiesent non-developer
INPETESTS.

. Wiest Houston Associstion, This
vant west Howston area of 200
square mibes lacgely represents the
city's major and is clearly
the fastest growing ares of

nning district in Hoason

est Houston Association over the
past seven years has been
effective in coordinating
ment efforts between individual
developers, the city and the cownty;
in promoting quality standards; and
in sssembling imporant demo-
graphic and eoonodmbe data. To date,
there has been no real effore in
starting the area plan and the asso-
ciation has not yet determined the
contents of the plan, although there
i agreement with the Deparcment
of Planning snd Development to
procecd. &

¥ Ean End Progrom Anesiation
10 Sourh Preeway Corrallor Asssiision

Greopraphic bowndarier of the area arrocialion planming srea
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[a 198G, vosers o0 Howston and west Har-
ris Connty again will have the opportuning
0 deteemane the hature of public transpaor-
tathin i Houston. At that rime they will
be asked o approve bonds, to be msued
SEAINAE fisture tales-tax revenoes [Ehe fax
slready being in place), to wid in the con-
stnsction of a regeoaal transit systein con-
sisring of a mix of busway and rail
wechanlogics. This regiomal plan, deve-
loped by the METRD board in June 1983,
sfeer nise months of F|||.||-|||:r|1,' did CoOaT-
muniry nvolvement regarding eransit
OELIOns, may be Howston's last chamoe 1o
sddeess Meajoe |I_'*.|IIr|JJI .'|.1:|-.E|-|_|r1 BENGE
pr-.hlt—mt snid 1o de VESHE 8 r|Iq|-d|;|[|‘|. -
WETRIE TN, balanced .'1'H;I||I'I.:|E lrnll_\l_n_lﬂ..llrl.lﬂ
petwork. [t may also be Houston®s last
chiance 1o iake the necesiary sieps o
create o regronal frans poneron sysiem s
fpecessary bo support the on-going cam
paign for econsme developenent and
diversiication

Some Hiswory

Fuablie operarisn of tramsit gervioes in
Houston was not inittaced wntil 1974
alver ehee taibure of ehe HARTA tranwi
releremdum . when (he f'll'r' of Holsion
rimk COver I|I-.- assers of ||'||_' L |r|||.:|||'|. h.|||L-
Fape, privasg bus .||r|'||,|.::|1 .I:-.rq.l T_r ~Tal 9l
Lined T-I'Iflll.Hl'. phe neEl Nive years, e
CICY |1'.J.I1Jl|;|:"|i Tk Eh.-r\l Trandar in I N0,
baut musde o iiﬁlll]lial'lt ill"l’l-llnl:ul;ul'. i
the sysem and did not sceempe oo rlFuIl.l
SETVICE b-e:.'q'-r.nl the area (osvered by the
PrIVALE CTHT AN EVEN rhllu-;h [0 TN Wik
undergoang an incredible expansion. By
LSTH, wrth the system beginning 1o daan
tegrate, voters approved the creation of
METRO, a regional transit suchority sup
partced by a ane-oent ales tax, 1o operan

pablic transie. METRO ook aver the diy's

bus operatssns on | Janaary 1979 amd
|1|_-|.:J|I- g taak al {fr;1|r|H ] r:F:|..r|_|: fran
S METWORE

The METRO
Regional Plan 1985

The Imerim METRO board, in 1978, had
prepared @ general plan of mprovemem
which bt presented o Harrls County
wislers &8 part of the referendum cam-
paign. This plan called for a range of
imgErovements, from bus-service expan:

1|i|.|d1_ ED CECRINES il pl.:ﬁ-ll"ﬂ'l.-rﬂl.['_ 1r;.|l||_'lr||| "

anl pararransi services, to ohe eventual
creation of o regional metwork of exflasive
trandrtways. (The plap was developed o
serve all of Harris County, but vorers in
the east portions of the county chose ot
o participate, thus reduceng by aboor 25
percent the service area and the popula
ton covered by METRO, As s resule,
nabed-tan evenees wene proponionanety
lower than anticipaved and capital expen
ditwtes also have been lower as 2 result of
the amaller area to serve and smaller rax
Base. |

[m iew B wears, METROYS serwioe was, at
DeaE, barely .1|'.i:|q,|;|.||; FIRE! |1|,1|_'|';||_'\-|,! o Ay~
e which had |L:'|rr||||' lrrlt u|'||_|'|.r|' CIny
l|'|l|.|||.'r1|'|lj'- iI!1."I||'|n| I'II.;.;I1I|_'|'|..|;||_|: fauh-
Tich, ©X nded e rk Jﬂd-!’ldl.' |||Ip_ .|.|l|-\.!

her privmised programs ook Hime b
fridnm l\.‘ll.'l.l_l{‘.'l Bowild, anad Pl.ht' rnrun|,'|¢:.1-
ticin, Beod wnidl P98E- | 982 did servioe
begin to mmprove sygnaiancly. Althoagh
METHLY sctually met or exceeded o ol
the 1978 plan goals by 1984 (especially
wihen prorated for che smaller service area
and population bae), the problems in
1979 en 1¥E] had created an image prob
lem which woslkl fake several years o
OvETTOTRE

AfET Many VYears af F||J|'.|'|||'.5_ METRO
:'-'.-_||,'_|1I e EhE vislcts (i 1YHA & ‘Mlllﬂﬂq]
I ||'.-|_' TiFss SLAgT of i |'|_'H:n|1r‘u| :;Flﬂ‘l
[haavy ) £ ail S RECTE Ty b Braaile im rhn_-
soarhwest amd near-nocth areas
METR{¥s umage Pr’-ul'l:-l'l'l'.". and & well-
Funded opposition combined o convince
voers thai the proposed sysiem offencd
rost little service snd cost oo moch mesney
A baond referendum co suppiort the spaem
wis defeated i June 1983

-_ TEXAS i
B r_-HEF_;‘hI

The wredian bur) van Gne iw fhe Nordl Froeiay (43 cormed @i many pafien@ers 41
autcimoiiddd fn [free ddfacend Prevnar tamer a0 Pral racd i | Plhodes o Paa! Harter)

Creating 8 Mew Tramsi Plan

The loss of the 1983 referendum was shar
[ETENE T!I.r ljl.l-\:r'\ll:in |_I“'HI: rogTam
was terminared, federal grants for the rail
i EcT wWETE '-'l-ll||-.'.r.|'l.||_ .l.|||1 thee Thalt e |
|:-r!.1"'rlll-\.|ll became O LR Hinmsron
!1‘:|,:ht never solve s rralffu Flr-:hlrl-.n

The eeferendum failuge also foeced o toal
resssesiment of METRO s approach 1o &
regional transit plan. Previously, METRO
had focused on a corridor-by-commidor
approach wid had tried o develop i
plans independent of ather government
cnifes. Prow the agency began o look ar
s todal regronal plan and jomed in the
creaton of @ pant povernmental task boroe
with the city, foanty, and state 0 consider
coordinated approaches (o resalving
regonal rransportatson problems. Thas
joant task-foroe approach allowed sharing
af base data and cross-checking of projec
Tl;n'\-\._ comd eareimieres, 3wl ehe like
ﬁ.:lhuush |lu|.|| deCifskis |II||.;h|' shill b

made on an individoa| A RETY :'ll'll'-_ i
leasy che data on which those dedisons
were based gould be joenily verihied
Finally, METRL tnotaated a program to
slicat COmmENIEY views on mproving
transii service 10 ledrn whai kined of ifan
sif pdan the community wanted

The ocsnkt of this 1Y-month prodess a'as
the dewvelopinent ol o genernic megonal
transit plan and three implementation
aptions within the plan. The basis for the
geoeric plan was a determinatson of the
area requiting tranait service and the klen
exlicatsen of corndors (n whach aervice
coiald bt routed. The theee apiions for
-||'.r-!|:|'.|r|'.lal ory incladed lf]pl'l.'q! M.

AV g oy Briswedya; I.':I||r:--|| B a iix:'l'.-
rail I.....I. siud eadia] hasw Ve ||||! “li'\dll.lh

g | g rail gnd some busways. In adds
ghiop, @0 immediage acrsen or five-year plan
was developed which would be similar
ander all vhe apfions, with freeway

median busways i five corredors
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Zimmmer Gumrsl Frasca Portwerrbip received a Progressive Acochitecrure Derign Award fa 984 for their work in developrg the wrban denign and arcbitectane of the Hanfvald Tranichoeay
in Prrtland, Orepon, rhedwled fo open ta [956 ([Hartresion courtaiy of Simmer Guaisl Frircs Perfaerrdip)

Presenting the Options

In Ocoober 1984, METHD announged the
ffgi.ﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂ Flil.'l and rhie thres n|1:|:i|u'u and
!'l:gm & nine=month Commnity
invalverment campaign. In arder o publa-
cize the plan, METRO developed a news-
print rabloid thar was discribured in the
Howrron Port and HWosrron Chronicle,
prepared o smal] brochure that was
maibed o every voter inthe 1983 referen-
dum (Spanish-language wersions were also
discributed), and initiaved an extensive
series of community meetings. From
Ogrober 1984 to May 1903 approximately
2490 meetings were held ammd cver BOOD
citizcns astcnded. The effore oulminaced in
a series of 11 mecrings arended by the
fult METRO board. These meetings
affered an opportunity for citizens
speak directly 1o the METRO board,
whach had rraveled o cheir seceor of the
cHy o preient the reginal p!-m and o
hear [ruhl.'rl; comment, METRO stalf also
met with many ares associstions and
neighborhood groups in workshop-siyle
mectings ta iry to oo on specific plan-
Aing ssecs (0 particular areas. Owerall,
the program probably developed a higher
level of e fubfise than Ny poEvsoLs effort
of this type in Harrls County

Through the tablodd, the brochures and
the meetings, METRO slso solcited wric-
ten resporndes. Abowt 4200 responses
were recerved and responders overwhelm:
ingly favored Opeion C (B2 3 percent ), fol-
[omeed I’T L':Iptiu-rl A (BY percent ), and
Option B (3.1 percent). The responses
favaring some sort of fall mooaled almos
ol percent. Whether thin was representa-
tive of the public-at-large wis uncertdin,
but METRO analysis by geographic sector
showed responses favormg Opeion C were
the vast majority in every arce Option C
was also endorsed by 8 number of ares
organizations such as the Chamber of
Commerce, the Houston Chapeer of the
American [nstimute of Anchiteces, Contral

Regional Transit Plan

b

Houston Inc, South Main Center Associa-
e, aid Homston Mortheest Chamber of
Commence. With all these responses col-
kecned, and afver fscr-finding orips o fran-
sit systems in Morth America and Evrope,
the METRO board went tn an open
eetrear in mid June 1985, w discuss the
dewelopment of o onsensas fegional ran-
sir plan

A Preliminary Consensus

The board distossimns while on recreat
focused an all swues regd rding a regunal
plan, particularly on population and
emphyment {the magor irip peneTators],
approprizte transit cocesdoes, ridership,
and levels af service to various sectors af

the METRO region. Some board members

expressed skepticiam about probable rider-

ship on sotbe suburban lines. Oihers
focused an the Bsue of providing better
service o the east amd northease - areas
that currently produce heavy transit

ridership

Alrhugh po sctsen was taken on retieat,
th board achicved & general consensus on
& direction for a regional plan. As a resuls,
board chairman [ohe King presenved &
resalution for approving & general
spproach to a regiopal plan ar the
METRO board meeting 27 June 1983
King stwied tha although be & normally
satisfied with 8 Sno-d vote, he indscared
thst because of the significance of rha
resohurion, e wanced it oo be armended
antil it could receive nnanimows soppoct
Adrer exvended discossion and multiple
amendments, the resolution passed 8-m-0
{with one board member absent)

As passed by the boand, the resolution did

not represent approval of & final regional

plan, bur v did offer the basis for & plan

a8 it inchuded the following elements:

® The Regional Transic Flan (the generic
plan) has corractly identified the majot
regeomal rransi cornidors requirting tran-

b

/

The Repronal {ramig Plaw obows five fravad corndorn nbnag Bhe mrudror sctlviey o
fevi aud rendeniial arear (Alaf cowrtery of METRG)

it EMPrOvEmEnL.

# The Opeion C plan & the preferced traa-
sit opson, but the nteriar rail loop &
the highest priooity sectan: radial sab-
wrhan rail lines shouald be buaile only
when justificd by demand; and

#Service to the sast, nonbeast, snd
soistheast (s w be redesigned and the
poasibility of grade-separating the entire
rail boogs 1 1o be Wvestigaced

As a resuls, 8 pew map presenting the
entinety of the new regional transic plan i
it expeected bo be ready befare fall
Indeed, METRO staff indicated ehat the
smuidy and design steps could rake four 1o
five manths 1o mplete. The possdhdbioy
of a rrapsit referendum was, therefore,
defereed undil 1966

Whike it was disappointing to some Dot o
achieve a full plan in June, the board
action was ponetheless extremnely signifi-
cant. The boatd wate means that METRO
has coemmiiied 1o beginning a new rail
gyitem. The chobee of Option C, but with
the priosity on the inner loop, refleco the
skepricesm of some bosrd members abous
suburban ridership. Iy sho reflects a
recognition thar with METRO s existing
and committed projeces (five radial bas-
wiays will be in operation by 1990} diseri-
batien within the multiple magor sctivity
centen - downtown, Green way, Posr Oak,
and the Medical Center - will requine an
effecrive inferconnecting EFSIE wisch as
the koop will provide

METRO staff are responding 1o the board
directin with a variery of srudies. o the
northeast and east, the process i3 @ ooncin-
uation of the interactive planniug of the
[past year. The resalts could even include
additsonal rarl. The moar difficule mwue
appears o be the bowrd request for an
investigateon of & Fully ;ud.t-wp;rﬂnj

EF b This appears o refbec the evidemt
preference of chairman King for s highly

Busway/LRT System

[ Eprossy By Wliged Fips
. [a=ep
BN gl T

mutomated system. Howewer, the cost of
fall grade-geparatisn will be hl;h.. particu-
larly when decisions regarding scceptable
el vnscceptable environmental impacts
of grade-separated constroction are Faced
Indewd, given the probable reductions in
federal support and the need o make
limuged irwnsit bends streich os for a8 -
sible, the board direction to study an
cxpensive, fully grade-separated approach

is quite Surpresang.

Overall, the board decisions must b
r!ﬁi:l’l.ll!fl as j:luarlivr:. The wdea of an all-
brusway system has been dropped and a
commitment 1o & regional plan with a
[aptita g fal oo P nent hai been made

Is the Regional Transit Plan Necessary?
One argament is that fo transa planning
should be done - thar if no plan is devel-
oped then action will be taken only on an
incremental basis, if ar all. Some azgoe
that not planning trensportation
improverments will bead o spreading the
conceneratsns of employment - thar aress
like downtown and Post Oak will siop
growing and new employment will locae
elsewhere, Another version of chis argu-
ment hadds thar if o cransportetion
improvements are bailr, people will be
foroed gor live near whete rhql wisrh o 8
"mrrl.nn-.u..u:" prOEss will ocoar whech
wauld reduce congestion.

These srguments are largely irrelevan:
for several ressons. First, there s oo
‘blank slare” on which 4 new transporta-
pion plan will be drawn. Plans already
et amd gu.ﬂr thee actaons of varcns
agencies. Highway plans, thoroughfare
plans, utilities plans, flood-control plans,
wnd 30 forrh all shape the city. The key in
planning improvements 18 any afed
should be coardination of these impiove-
menis. Furthermaore, as the city, county,
and state all have plans and independent
funding, they will be buakding transparta-

OptionC
b 4

Tae METRO boged pewerally Jl|"'_|‘||"r11'.|.'.,|II ﬂPH".rr i, by dergemined That the frnev ,"l:..'.lrl
rhould receive the bighant priovity [ Map cosrteiy of METRO)
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ton and other improvements. The sdea
that not planning transd will hals con-
stewction of transportateon o other
improvements is simply false.

The ides thar the [silere to baild transii
improvements will lead 1o & radical re-
structuring of our city sl defies common
sense. The largest concentrations of
employment |downiown, Post Oak,
Greenway, Medical Center) are all pro-
fewredd to remain large, and grow even
larger. Suburban centers (such 23 Park 1,
ﬂmj:ll.ldnl_ and Wesichase) may emerge,
but they will noe suddenly diaplace the
other centers, Too much is already
pivesied in |:|1r.||u.| faciliries amd enfru-
SIFUCTUTE IMprovements, &0 in any soe-
naii of the luture the mapor urban
employmetit center will femain - these
centers will be the fogus af the major
travel demand. Morcover, as che existing
rrans portation network aleeady forms a
raclial network favoring some kocations
oved atheis (notably downiown and Poas
Uk, this will contribure o the sdditional
growth of these centers. The exating
majper urban centers will remain the oen-
ters of the fumre Houston, mo matter how
large 1% grows

Finally, the concepe that s failure eo baild
trans parfation improvements will force 3
“sorting out” is based on the false assump-
tion thai the primary motivarion fos
choice of residence and employment is
fransportation and congesoon. In facr, a
range of factors such as housing, costs,
Il-til:hbrlnl'l'lw.n]- sehiomads, and aatural fea-
eures affecy residenitial chobees, and job
availability, career epportunny, and the
like ape Tactoe v pobs chosce. Trans
portatien from home o work and work
tin haerse is ihe cost that most people

have chusen o pay o have freedom i
making these acher choices. Indeed, one
comabd argor thar a fector in the quality of
lile ol o city may be the number of chobees
that are offered for those daily commnter
erips. e also could argoe that a factor in
the creation of a rax-suppaoreed transit
authoriny s & cost thet voters have sgreed
e pay in order to enhance their freedom
in choosing where 1o live and work. Thuas,
it is incumbent on the oransit authoriny o
propose & systemn which sddeesses pablic
Lransportation services scross the region it
SOIVES

s the Regional Transic Plan Valid?
Transit planmers (and wrban highway
planners) tend oo focus on commuter rips
{home to work; work 10 home) because
these generally Follow fixed times and
fixed rowtex. As o rransic SYSEM must
operate over fived routes and oo fixed

ules, its most appropriste market
will be the same ki of regular, repeated
eripa. As it is apparend that rush-lour
commuter trips are the primary soarce of
the worst congestion, then it 18 appro-
priate to offer a competitive transic alter-
native. FThus, cramsit planners should forse
Fogan on peak-period vravel

Given this basis for travel and the know-
ledge thar the present concentrations of
employment will remain the mapos
employment cenrers i the reglon, i is
possible o assess how well METRO has
focused its Regional Plan. Generally, the
METRO plan focuses on the major
regional employment centers {(dow npown,
Post Dk, Greenway, and Medical Center)
und also provides service to outlying
:ﬂphryrmnl centers as well

METR{Ys hardest task s serving residen-
tial megghborhoods as well as it serves the
employment centers. Becamse Houston has
such low-demiity resadential arcas, com-
bined with the high-density employmens
centers, METRO proposes to combine a
feeder bus neework and extensive hocal b
servioe with the major corridon fransit-
ways., Thias, particularly in outlying aress,
patrons will hawve the option of one day
taking a bus to 8 rail sration or busway o
driving vo o park-and-ride lot, then taking
2 bus or tradn. Initially, ourlying patrons
will rexeive only beiway serviee

Chverall, the plan appesm o offer 8 rexson.-
abrle min of service. Clearly, it will odfer
IBOTE ConveTend service o some than o
others, depending on where ane lives and
works. Wil it draw riders? The only evi-
dence now is the local bus service {which
i il @ fair comparmon becanse if
geierally not thme comperitive with driv.
e onesell, alehough i does demaonsirace
that there B a substandial “rransporaton-
disadvantaged” populaiwon m Housond,
and the park-and-ride service with the
freewey median bnis lanes on the Norh
(=453 and Kagy (1-100 freeways. Currently,
only the Morth Freeway lane goes far
q.-nnu;;h anid huas ﬁhrugh hiph:lr!r Eid :udgr:
METRAYs surveys indicare thae this lane
alone carried a3 many passengers as the
three sdjacent froeway lanes aperating i
the peak diredzion in the peak hour, 'When
offered § quality service, Houstonians
apparently will lorsake their cars. Agoor-
ding to METRL the proposed syscem will
ofifer o quality service and should bear
-|:|.r'n-|'r.'|g EIFTEES 40 mnmﬂi p:-ﬁal'ﬂ.u"
operations. Thus, the system shouobd pro-
vide o workahle alternative.

Transit and Urban Design

While METROY s transis plan now will be
refined and revised, it must be recognized
that this planning before a transit refer-
endum only will be carried o 2 conceprual
level Many details of the plan mast be
worked our once vorers have approved the
cunceprusl approach, Thas, suppore for
the general concepes in METRO's plan
should not be consirued as blanket ap-
proval of the entire plan as it finally may
be proposed. Clearly, sensitive urban-
design considerations will remain 1o be
resolved

A by to thy approach for the Benfied
Tramrituay war phe are of Praditional
durign elewenis fo integrate the mew o
tem tmte Hive wxdiding wrban comiexs of
Partlaund { Waniration cowrtery of Zimmer
Crunind Frarca Partuerchip)

O key 00 @ successful cramsie system will
be convenience - “puorning transit in the
imiddle of things "™ The cuse of aooess from
transif stations to workplaces will be crii-
cal m encourage ridership. For example,
Post Ouk Boulevard is clearly the center of
the Ciry Post Ouk urban center. [deally
tranadi service should be right along ehis
spine, but the furure of Post Ok 25 one
of the “grear streens” of Houston will
depend upon hiw the transis line is scru-
ally put into place, An elevarnsd scheme is
unacoopiable amd at-grade operations will
have traffic pﬂhl:m S0 d :.ub'l';", |:|:1.r.|-|.|ﬂh
it will cost more initially, may be the bew
answer. Ovher sensitive sreas include
downtown; Mam Soreet and midsown
south of downtown; the South Main ares
with the Muscum of Fine Arts, Hermann
Park, Rice University, and the Medical
Cener, and the area apoand Texas Soath.
ern Liniversity and the Undveriiy of
Houstsn In all areas, fssues of cosr will be
raiged, as the onply envifanimentally ac-
ceprable solutions may be among the st
expensive | particularly if a fully grade-
scparated system is proposed ), But, there
18 i sense o0 bailding a cheap solution i
it mighe cause deterioration o dhe area &
SETwEs

Another urban-design impact pot yet Fully
sevogmized i the impact cransic will have
on development planning. Much of the
planning of new real-estare developments
is based on how those dem':h;lrrwnri wrill
be served by rransportation services of
various rypes. The dense dinfer pariern of
development around eransis stations in
Toroam shows the mpact transis can
have, Even in Diallas, the expecrancy of
Future DART (Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
st} stations i having o similar impace
Some areas adjscent o furure DART
tranmair stations are aliesly showing a
imuch greater demsity of development, yet
tranait may nof resch them for several

years. In Huouston, should a SFHEMm [
approved, it coald have s significans
impact on development planning, particu
|lrh' with & commitment to wlvimare con-
sorucrion of rail in suburban corridors

The Ulcimaze Issse

Each voter will devermine whether hae of
she can suppon the p-i'.:.ruu.n.l IF i phn
for Houston. The plan may not be the
best theoretical p[lr: that mi!h: et b
conceived, but, ar this poine, it is the resulr
of an effort stretching over a period of
more than two years. The plan will be o
CoMpramise - a sodution zlanced sgainst
concerns of idividial citizens and groups,
wirioIS RS partation agencies, funding
realicees, and the like. F]lnnin.; will have
becn carticd to & conceprual level sod ok
miire detailed design will ocour before
acrual conseruction can begin

I s cuties, cramsit has been [-:-mﬂm.ml
as an essenitial jpari ol 8 balanced rranspaor-
ration network: en essenig] servioe which
¥ Cify provides (0188 arizens and an essen-
tial element in improving the qualiey of
life of an wban area. As Howston enters
thie competition for eoonomic growth amd
economie diversificasson, qualiey-ol-life
inmues will pley @n increasingly importam
mde, Demonsirating oo potennial new
investors and ochers who may boosr the
Houston coonaimy that the ciry s faking
sveps o build a balsnced transporiation
system will be key, The comperition - from
San [J'iq:l.l. Ailanda, Dallas, and Auwsimn
has already either implemented new tran
&it syscems or has lpprmul :qgnuul
I-.Fhr-r.u:l Iramuir pIJm. Hisuseon has one
lasr chance annpeie A balaiowed rrans-
pormaLon sysiem s an essencial pan of
sny srrategy for the future of the Houston
ares amd ApproN al ol the METHRD pl:n
wrilll s DECERRATY SIEp cowards the cres
tion aof o balemoed LranspanLtion sy iem -

Burer will nessaes a0 oo postau part of
Heaurtans reamtdd rpttens | Phada by Pasi Henterl



City Building in the New
South; The Growth of

Public Services In Houston,
Texas, 1830-1915

Harold' L Plars, Philadelpbra: Temple
Univeesity Pres, 1983, 252 p., illar, §29.93

Reviewed by Jobn Kalirks

Mtk Rave @ PEEVASIVE PrEscnos 16 oS
oonversdbiong oF prcisila e abscar
Texas of Houston Ir 5 well known that
the ity by the Bayvion was founded h:. Mew
Wi .rh_rr-.-:-u|r||_-|_‘|-lJ|||'-r|1-|'--.Pt||:IJ|J.II:|rI.
Aupmirus and Joho Allen, Their optrmasm
and commencial RAVVY [‘rl:"rmlilﬂd the
J||-||.L|1,F||'||: e 11[ thee EJFIF -l_l.l\.l'l.'ll'l'lll'l.'\'l.lil. ot -
post spreading nod only oo the entrepre
mewrs who inigially settled the oty bat
alsis, so the smory goes, o the busisessmen
whea conrinue to set the one and pace of
the present metropolis, Unml the rooent
recession, Houston's growth was, popis-
larly, an wnbermered progressin of rrivm-
pham capitalism taming the wilderness
and partaking of, first, agriculroral, and
lerer, natoral niches, Howsiomn 5 Ifl:ﬂh-ll.'
desriny, aooording to the story limse, was
sssured due 1o the independence, pluck,
and cleverness of its business leaders who
methodially fulfilled their wizions of
greanness, The statement has been made
thas the anly difference berween the
myths of Texas and those of otlser scaces
is that Texans eontinue to believe in their
rales

Harold L. Plar's recent book Caty Badldiag
i phe New Sosib; The Growth of Pabin
Servrcer m Mowrrom, Texas, 1B30- 1015
does not bistantly bash Houseon's mythic
dimenston. Rather, the book gently
rerminds the reader of the facts and sarug-
gles of Houston's founders and history
The book amply demonstrates in psin-
seaking derail how Houston's growth, like
many other sowrhern ciries, has been
highly drp:-ru.lt-r:r Qpon castern financsers
and corporations, the rulings of the fed
eral judiciary, and federal congressional
magesse. The primary examphe of this
eruth Bvhg Houston Ship Channel, This
:-:r||.'..ll|uJ'|L 1T it elemeit of Howston's
indfrastrudTuee was af the ciime of 108 oo
strsrion the oecipsent of the largest fied-
Eeal EFAN EVEr FECEived by @ ity

Plagr, en associace professor of history at
Loyvols Universicy in Chacago, comes
many of his conclusions by carefully ex-
amining the chartering and growth of utl-
ity and transportation franchses i the
Ciny of Houstore Through the stody of
franchise agreements and ooncurrent,
ever-changing city charter, this historian
“furnshes a relishle measure of the rown's
public priorities as well as {Houstan's)
cvolutssn froms a promiine outpost i 4
thriving frondier COMMUMmEY The authar
covers in great depth the emergence of
Houston's commercial elite and their

Ef achuil “LRTEL Tel {1 al cevig |1_-l|.ru'\.|l-.:|'|li|h
|4_er|||||-|.|.\,|"||||[:|' i |||1|'|. .|1'..|||'|:'|r|1 is i
BECETE ,lFlFl.u-rq‘. oY ET e T hl,.uru:u
(FIEEFESEs weie inrimmately connmeoed o the
U PHITHL, |'i|.r||I||.Jl_ aml Flﬂu.‘.ﬂ Fir pesd aul
L e

I'r:_. .'il.l’."u"rn_l_' im iy WNew Somrh s donded
(TR WA IO SeCT RN, rE||i:'\.':|II_-',, e
rransformation of vhe town Erem one fan
by o combimatmon of voluntestmam, ed- b
law, and greed, to g matune politscal eniy
managed by professionals. Part |, enetitled
City Bmlding by Amatewrs, chronsches
the early effort of businessrmen & they
carved cui @ successul pommeroal miche
iy thee banks of an inhospitable bayou
[Though hinamncal resosrces were shost, thi
parly busincss leaders agsessod the ity for
fands fo Badd § comiman markel Hhobie
and for improse vital fransporiation links
e the oataide workd Theie P, winch
cxphmted the ary s bond-Dearing capacsry
for thie Tullest im ihse interests of the
woralthy, wlrimarely divve the cigy co th
lrink -;: I1JI'ILI'.IFI:|.:. i p e wiel [ -destruition
dering e narionw) le |!f|."l"l_"¢'¢l-\.:l: of 1875
Ar ape moment of particular despars
rion, Mayor James Wilson personakly
flisared the ey by making 350,000 of
overdse inferest paymenes oat of his own
pocker. Flatr describes the Houscon of the
1878 anad 1HS08 =3 4 “Faollywoond Movie
Set for oomimence; behand the fagades of
the maper corrxlors of comumence, fronoier
it o prr'«'ulcd The social weliare

(47 | |h|_' FlRE Iy, w o o CiRiTAE |'.|_'F|-|_'l|..||_'|‘|
el thie wealchy NGy fof ]-:-'."l'\. apsl
I|1.|_- ||Lr_ WS |H|'|||r|;|.| thir qlﬁll rhir
commercial -civic elines Paramoieng Dedis!
il maincainig and impn,n-:n,.; whee Ciry's
|r,|||g|1.|rr.|-.u|n_ :llrrllTI-rrl,'u.L and |1H.‘|l,:l|l resl
infrasorucnune. Quire -.:|-||.|'|I:.:_ thie fLArrwest
bssiness intercsts of those thar had wok
Flr-r:'rl.ll; e over those thar hsd noc

Parr II, "Urban Planning by Experis,
explains how the impac of new publsc
utility franchises foroed borh businessmen
and politickans 1o rethink their assump
ERS ||:'||_H._|r ||||: |:|:|..|I||||'I"-|"|I|!l al “nataral
nlr.ulup-.ll-r" utilizies 1o the munacipality,
whereas, before the introduction of mun
mng WIlET, SROMARY ADWEDS, Tih, elocotr-
city, street cars, and (elephones, the
|q|.i|nr|r:.- of civizens scoepied the fronter
canditions ehar prrﬂ-l:—d in the young
Texas o, The introduction of atalites
edlered remedies o the discomdisunes of
frontier life. The promise of rapid
improvements in thee qualicy aof life for the
swerage cinzen through mproved utilities
upset the political starus quo thar had
.||I'J}1 placed the broadest civ Emprove-
menes over the mdividoal needs and cam-
fires of the Houston wards. Mesnwhile,
the complexities, fallures, and costs asso-
ciated with wiility Franchise modernization
finzlly forced the monicipal governmene
to amend s wasteful financial pracrices
Ar the same time, the city had to create
wartch-dogging franchises which infiringed
upon the public's tights by illegally block-
ing public rights-of-way or failing 1o pro-
vide promised services. A prime example
of franchise abuse was the water company
whach failed 1o provide lewful warer pres-
sure in fire hrdr:ﬁ!:- A disssrrous fire
which destroped 5. Joseph's hospinal in
1894 brought public pressure to bear and
eventiaally the city boughe cur the recalo-
trant local integests whio owned the urilicy
and the ity itself ran it. Under the admin-
mtration of Samues] Brashear | THES- 1901 )
the ciry government unllh:l:!l.!ll.l“]'
pursued a wtiliy takeover policy which
Inlqluu.-m-d the commercial-civee eliie frhu
were concurrently pursuing conservative
castern money and federal money o back
and develop the nascent ol II'J:IJ!.I!II.‘]’ and
Ship Channel, respectively. In the wake of
Galveston's destrsctive burricane i 159400,
tradicional motions of miltastfuctiane
improvements took precedence over the
ciy's cominercial eliee. Plast eelses how
Houston, known as & cender of anson
activity sl consddered progressive - even
i palavtic - was me in the minds of st
Busifcss ||_'§..||;I":. E ] J?IJI.!.' i dor business
l_.u|1.|1|-,-; Fu:l:rn{.'ll mancuvering by these
samne lesders resulied in Honston becom-
ing thie Firs city in the United States to
.u‘l...:iue 8 commuission form of government
i a pan-emer ey situation. The com-
missioners were cleored ag-large, as
opposed 1o the former ward.based system
The elives made we of the recent mmis-
rwied pall fax and Jim Crow laws to effec-
rivedy freeze out of the demacrane proocss
poor whires and blacks whose palineal
sgemda remained within the
merghborhoods

Howston, mif as & corporamon, altimarely
grew at an incredible rate during the
period before the tirss winrld war. The sisc-
vessful conclusion of the Ship Chennel dad
secure Houston's proominsnde as a place
of trade and industey in the Southwest
However, 16 the PRCEas isf .,lll'l'\..-\.ljllJ.l!lrI,;
these galng, the iy LREhers fel r?'ll:'!. T
[{F] .Lr::-\.|| arul T dpibl bl rl‘ll,- |'|||:|'|I:'\ of thesr
less-well-aff fellow citizerns. Houston, [she
many aiheee civies in the " MNew ,'-H-|_||'|I

achiieved fiscal and infrasoreomral srabyd
iy bsp oeely by denying che rewands of
mdern wrban bide o a LAFET BEREMENL Of
g el Placr stores 1 EOWE
reentieth cenmry, ciry bailding in the
Mew Sowrh became a dowhic |.'|'_;|'_l|.':= e ES
ol enhancing the general wellare ol sume
WIS SEroganng
et g hbar hoods

BO¥STTIEMENT It froved F-lll.ll.\.l\. {oes gelimn

KILCTS I WANEpruve ]

thie commuzsioT

istration by suppressing demodtacy af the
ward level” Hedlectonjg ehis shelt an roal
poedrtical ferms was the diosp in the ey
VOIET IS L T I'IH.' fraime S Peroenr
ol l_'.|.;.!l.| viobcrs an 1D po AL peroent i
19404, Longor-terimn begadees include the
currend morass in the Fowreh Ward

Plaee' s book was not wriroen for che Ley
frdgder. S part of Te mp Universiny
s & T|:|_|1'\-|.|.-':-J_"| and Leban Crrowsth
setics, the book is direveed rowards che
By abise in wrban PrAanming, rl-\.-llll':J-
science, of arban affzirs. Much of the lan
guage iv in the prgon of chese speoaltses
and the reader is helped of he has a

i camf nniisal |
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Fraoim the Paek Philippe Geneve Collection, subject @ prior sale

EXPERIENCE THE MARVELOUS TIME MACHINES OF
FATER PHILIPPE GENEVE.

A UNIOUE OPPORTUNITY TO BE DAZZLED

BY THIS EXOUISITE GRAND ASSEMBLAGE OF
HEIRLOOM AND MUSEUM QUALITY TIMEPIECES.
To ADMIRE. AND TO OWN.

(ONLY AT WALZELS, NOVEMBER 13TH TO 16TH.

Saks Fashion Center, 1800 Mosl sk Boslevord, Hoostlon, T13/627-T455

V\dlzels
i — T R R R Y

An Extraordinary Architectural Conference

The Charlottesville
Tapes

Introduction by Jaquelin Robertson

In November 1882, an extraordinary architectural conference was
held at the University of Virginia in Charottesville. Leading
architects from all over the world participated: Johnson and Burgee,
Leon and Rob Krier, Cobb, Stern, Isozaki, Ungers, Moneo,
| Rudalph, lto, Hollein, Pelli, Ando, Eisenman and Robertson, Roche,
Meier, Graves, Tigerman, Koolhaas, Gehry, Aymonino, Gwathmey
and Siegel. Each architect presented a previously unpublished or
unbuilt project for discussion and evaluation by his colleagues.
Comments were frank, as issues of style, symbolism, parsonal
aasthetics, and the overall direction of architecture were debated
opanly. The Charioffesville Tapes ks an invaluable record of the
currenl siale ol architeciure today, seen through the eyes ol leading
pracftitionars. 224 pages. 9" x 13%". 100 illustrations. Paper $25.00

e

597 Fifth Avenue New York, NY 10017
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STEVE HOOVER
202 w.27th
HOUSTON, TX.

713/868-9119

FINE PAINTING AND STAINWORK
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL

Lewis A. Flacks
PAINTING

references abound 522-3047

The Pella difference...
It’s more than a fine line.
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detailed knowledge of southern history
The laner is particularty ree in the sec-
nens covering Hoaston's experiment with
the cosmimssnn Fopm of W ET OETeE ME

Thewe criticmms assde, the book s ar
rl.-'ll'.'lll';!. IFTNpMared gl winklk fiar anyone whios
wishes to have a richer ander -..'4I!-|:I1|,'_ of
ot nily Homsrom's [hi&E, e vrs PEEREnr
peerioad of soul-searching. Current boosper
ism and eftoris by the Houston Chamber
il LOmimeErge i [proimdate the city a3 o

|"'| LK { business are well within chi
prevedent of similar programs of the old
Hiuseon Husimess League as desorbed
the book, Hexent city-government strug
BiCs DO pruvide serviccs fo melghbs rhoods
and emprove qualty of hite m the fate of
limated reshorces Suggest that the thad)
nonal ermphasis of maintuoing fiscal and
pmimercal stabulity wniih hambed
v 4l hold true. Plan, in
Fispon, Stafes that polsies are ogqually
sUspecT W fich ¢ II'|-|I-'\-"-I-'i: g0 ER DVET

i'\-|| PEROUTOE

Cos

mudlety of life o vioe veria A balinoed
wicw 18 advosaned Oae qEile Frvem Tl
|'~|-||||; whith -Ir.|||., NS '.l_-.||;||_-r 4% parricu

larly relevane to Hiouseo

CETFENE THLwaiks
WdS STak I:|-| Hﬂ'u' |-|-|'||'.-|.'|_ Bl £ ¥ ol
the Homrranw Perfy Panr ar the turn of the

LETa IR

_|'.-.|'-_-. cam g I mary .f'r..__r. rEIn

FoRE MY oD fo logale Moot &ayr foal
fhere el be 4 d for _ﬁ.-l;".u'_.:l T W4
wpphanE frafe comiortl and foRren
semiced f onfy Dife natbom batl ol
[rfialrom canmnd Be frcered. |8 o

s il MOf iy Brere

vamltaper. D

[l T, , mmlerm Prpern e
derorrflian, radicaleny | Card frer Seadld
g Py fraarfad e of baainiadid v
Belrayree a i Frodd |"|i.".'J. i fiprdf

s book makes worally clear

Iis 3 |'|,I||;'|'||r|'| RITL

ISEOR, &5

mercial civic bes
had a vis vowhich opeaned a thicis L1
he Laalf Comse. Plan
declares. however, thar this asoemd
through the indepen
dence ol mythical self-invierest. Houston s

al ciry i

RUIRTRIRNETL

wad ol achsevies

he sutsidde to
My, emulace, and [inance their dreams
In the process, they ook kerge Frnancial
risks of their own. The hegory of these
actinedes and actions, the patialls and tre
phs, ks one that bears stody for amy
perious stodent of Flouston, Caly Harldiny
im fiow el Yoslh 18 an 1T e T ichditinm
o e leterature ol ehe crpy, ®

L 1
lesders comantly looked w

City of Houston Master

Plan: A Step in Which
Direction?

Tk Muresos of Fime Artr, Mosrfon

porlared By pbe Rice Darigu Alliamce

Pa prmoiadion watdr The Museem of Frons
irr, Flomidau
s W

Rereewed by Hell Helolf

The Rice Diesagn Allisnce sy eiposinim o
plannemg, orgpumzed by Andrew Jubin
Ruodnck, vice pressient of the Howmton
Econamwe Development Coancil, was
bended o |1|l|,:i|||l|;:'|: el j':nlh-ﬂ:u! |-|.||:
nuig proocss for Hi
Eniiris 1_'|||1-|.-|-\.||'.|,: thie ey w bl were

1l iwili

IO an

r:l_FH_'l_ll_'.'. o e r||.H||.:||I hefore 1he Howes
ted Cary Council lager in che summer. The

progTac |;:-|_'|||::'. with a jefeRCnEatian |"|
Efraim 8 CGuaroia, direoor of Housmoen's
|"r|u|'|||:r|":l ol Plamnming and Dees 1'|l|‘;"
nicnl. nn che PR S |'!J:II:I!I||.: ProdEss,
followeed by o discussion ELIRTEIET ] r'_'lll.'l o
CXPETER [ Al Gl wi [-Inm: r, deve OeETE,
prizens) moderated by Coy Council
meinber lim Crree nwossd

L] FEW I ETR P RERITET s
pl zx which wall Prosiuce

i adl i
Nipsiii i-!ll INEE M Of Enrebiesl LA

npendinm of Plams. Some panchsos felr

d 1] | 14 FYRAE W T
LEE il i L |
hie mieedd |
r i T 1 1
wisl COPEanoe aind W
ng isch will enabile o 0 e

s For misre visionary pranfing in

{ rarcia exgpdlacted that i March 1585
when be was Raped as the CHY & Qurecoor od
Planming and Developmen, the only

cuislifig pian o rhie ciry wad the Mapod
1'f|||r||uF|L|;rr Plan irlr'l-lllll:-.!r_ there bl
(S Sa F'llt'l"- !'\n'.u,:r o1 lsisscr-tare, BECIIDE
ihe ||'.J-rLr1|'\-|.||.'|,' {aml mowr vhe |'\-|.|l||||r|J.:
ApCacnes direct -‘||.'l.|.'|:-|'l|1!|:'l'.l T -
(i =] ,,;r--u.-r'n Huasantinr CEIpETIEI e (0 g
Wi and 197s raned every BEpECT ol rhie
City & (il rasErusTuee, CHUREE IMapEk |'l||l|'\I
berns with craffec, (lood conrrod, and sew
A l'.lll.u
o Lrdrcia, Houston has B i T [iVE
ciry. We have not foreseen bems and
gceed oo avoond them” As an exa npbe ok
the result of this approack
phist thie city 15 s0. far behind thar beforn

sireer can be nclicled 1 a bond sswee for

4pc sl wasie- waler .!nF\!l il

1. Lidrcia noned

(M PIOVEITICES, 118 TraFlE COname nmuss

FELEEd -\.||."\-'_..\,:: CHEpacy oy ¥ peETTEL

Ligrcia was prven e Charpe i inarane o
planncng process by Mayor Rathren
Whitmare. As a result, he redently pre
senied several planning resadutions to ity
Councal. As Gant nted all the
anghority reguined o carry oof & planning
prooes 10 the oy 1% alneady avadlabde by
ordinaimge.” Hiar Existhing ardimancts have

et ey Fallowed [safoia 8 miem 18 00 Start

w I|| ] u-.||||-:' sk of SEpROnt hham gy
Lot throisgh ics Ippt wal af |"|||||'|'|.,'

resolarEEEs o Ensiie rhae the CiEy N

b luid rhe ;I‘|||.Ll.

. ually, 1nnet
ity neaghboghioosds and subuarbain growth
N ak NAviIng e LT Pressing necds for
intervention will b |-‘I|.|-:|r.|-.l. Freallbizwng 5
this POCEIR, tha: halance ol Hotispan's
|'||"|:|.h|!|'||l-\.d1- will receive suenliog
within rwo years. Privane pla
[ & na (which DETe rally make rhe

i '\-I:IIIFi.'I OnicTEed anca PPV EdT

ARRCHIATIONS | '|-||. I..|.|Il\. TALE I‘u'\-:.
ti ansd identity planning reguinements in
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vl WIBEEETY Sofument thak
Hamsmn nesds. Brown was in complece
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al, the Planming Commassaon, and bocal
Imisiness leadership

Mike Schaetier, vice prcisbent of Vilkege
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Bobern | Hartdield, architeos. foal-esnan
roker, and develsper, was in Lavor of th
resolmemsies - Becaudse Hossnen nedds o
rganize 1is destany, [ hose wiho fae 1
r.!n. r|||.: fasl™ He sxid ohar s olse
least, Laarcia 5 PEOCCSS WA 5|" Ve A
g data base Trom whsth the Ciry ol
(IpErate However, Ive 'a'lu\_él;l'ﬁll'.i W neesd
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ronments of a ferst-clads ooty, Oimg the
San Antonsn - Targer 5 Process as some
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In the discussion thar Followed, ihires

painds o verw wede evident. The rwe

(raradeny af Maxuell Conrt, Rockbeulle, Commectivad, Charden A, Plaii IIJH'.IIII_'F\I.
arcirfecd (Monographs of the Work of Charles A. Flatg, 1975)

The Musesm of Fane Artr, Mowifon
i ponrared oy Lhe Rice Lenipn Allianc
I March - T Apend 1983

Kot rea-ed e Harmie Yoarden

In keeping wath it eclecticapprosch, ihe
Rwe Ldeagn Allande ihis pasc spring pea

itstanadping bechire series on

diwred an
gardens. e Hive suwthorstes w) ks
ai glifferent adinions 0 garden dosgr
FAavE thcel andiended @ Stoi Oy Erview
with an affectionaee look ar cidividweal

RARSENS thiy revere, | e sirikkofig puosief

RnoEsonE 1he serecs, desapned by

raine Wild arcund & roman Lairieal
phatograph by Sally Gall P el 1 e
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] FiEa i g [h
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lecture
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Ellen Samisels spake o " The Acietica

Laangden winh Epowledipe and ¢nfhnsiasn

Her le e Indlowed (e gpencral outline of
wr book The American Woman'i Guarden
H4, with Hosemary Verey AL ]

el discussion of English, French, and
Inglian hissoeical precedents slopeed by

1 Brh-cenmury American housewive

parders of fpeCimeEn ol ra, and finally

pouniry gardena. She o
ever, on whai seemed o be her favorie
Amerwan gardens. Two of these, the
ownhmmie garden of Emily WWhaley in
Charleston, South Carolima and the large
country garden of Adele Lovetr on Long
Island, Justraced the mapor points of
Samuels's lecture, The Whaley garden, &
§0° I'". 507 enlosed APaLE, | & lissh, alemsoste
trapecal, garden with o codonial srray of
thowers and herbs exssting within rhe con
fines of the fence, barders, and walks
planned by Loutredl Briggs many years
apd. In contrast, the 2¥-adre estape of
Adele Lovett can be désoribed as exhuber
ant, with Howers bloomang pedr-rownd
i garden filled with meandering paths,
lawna, amd SEataary The beauty and soc
cess of these gardens lie not in their size
of perfection buar in their matarity, the
imdivadusl CREaEaYI Y o .r I!||.|_-|1' W FCTS, JJI'\J
in the erabashed e of mative r\-l.:|||1
materiaks F-l.l1'|.||r|!|. & Ll‘l.l:lrﬁ.nl.gl: "|..1 |||\.c
o gardens stem not only from academic
interest, but from wide experence in look-
ing at many types of gardens all over the
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U'anbed Staies. Her enthosiasm was comes

REELE il o JAEE A strong begianing for k

rhe SETHER

The secormd |l:'.'.|.‘r_ Classi |r|r|h:||i rhe
Rorman Renassance Canden,” by David
Coftfim, professor of the history of archi-
recture ot Princeton Dniversiny, provided a
fascmating ook into the paychology as

(|

w'cll &d the aoent hofory of gardens

Caddtui classified the .::-\..-rII!'\.: il
gardens: the Garden ol Eder % CXC
bied 1 the pleasure gardens of abbey
Muonreale imutsicle Paler thie

redegy e hoses] wrimbal of virginiey

muiiry st described o the Some of

hadamian; amd th mafadase parder

| il m the Mew Testament, which
woES FTHEEE R vast park, symbol al “the
bde of the blessed sfoer deash Mg vhs

idea ol gandens developed m lizly during
thie | 3th cenmary, vistas froom the garden
yrewd bibo the gardens, water, and stasuary
hepan to b ied to erhance e sens I
{ of nafture Bar ihe Renadsance

coftext i Whesch the greai [Hih-coniury

pafdens were lad oot losked back 5o clas
Cil amnteiyu Iy, fe r':' fg medeval rel
paEis syimbsalsm warh a new symbl
lafguaagpe Buated On EFenEes ol Py [PRNCERET
irsl classical mythlogy Colfon s detailed
discussbon of the Villa FEare ar Tevali
N extreme

echaical difficuliy, wirth which this fabu

reessed the exrray 1R

i BARSEN Wik Cfcatod s larmsmis
WAIETWOTKS poneruale an clabarate |l|_||'\. ol
iECE Al CrOss-aNes, giand oypiess fhees
wdges, amd a mveiad of ¢l H.':.h_l. itataes
and srchirecrarsl ornament. The ayvmibaoli
narrarove of the '."I.rl'u.n.u:u A raeEet,
while nor necessarily .-.|||='||'.L||-||- led g
nany of those who enjoved them. was o
e owrsers and -\.!r-...;!'.-: o 3 Maor Waile
af satistecrion. For EXRMpSE, &0 The oemice
at the Villa & Este garden are rhe starues
ial "l.l.'ll'.l"-, represcnnng thie piEaskufics af
wice, and of Dvana, e PreEsenieng the I'_';I i-
sufes ab virtue. As inferesting as Colfin's
leciufe wak, it 15 o be regretned thar he
didd not have better and more curnent

sledes of the gardens on which he spoke

[Detarah Mevins, who resches the theory |
of landscape and garden design at Barnard
Codlege, was wo talk on Hower ;Jll:-.lcll-lllg

in England and Amerca from TEHL 1

1930 However, her lecture covered mach

of the same marerial as thar of Ellen
Samuels, with oo fow refertnces 1o l'-rlﬁ-
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EVANS-MONICAL

AND KNOLL.

THE COMPATIBLE REPRESENTATION
OF INCOMPARABLE QUALITY
VISUALLY CAPTIVATING

AND FUNCTIONALLY EFFICIENT.

EVANS-MONICAL
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JOSEF HOFFMANN

Eduard |

The Architectural Work
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Transfared by the author
Cafaioenee framsiared by Soder Maass

Profusely illustrated with bodh color and back -and -white photo
,_::.|.:'-I|~. and plans. ths & fhe Tirs] comprenensive LRedimenl of
the life, work, and cultural mibieu of one of the proneering Ngunss
of modern architeciune and decoraiive design

Abhoul 550 papes. 20 oulor (s 406 Few illus e x|

Princeton University Press

List price: $95; R. I} A Members !’mt £E0. 75

BRAZOS BOOKSTORE

1114 Brsonnet Street, Housson, TX TI005 {713 3230701
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AMERCAn gardeniing b Harvard amd
LT i nedd schools of lamds AP At hare
tare, and the Wiorld's Columbian .'IF""‘-I
' esrabliahed in che
- ATE COEYICEHIN
stand in @ setting,
w'ith the landscape. Lima
srarues, chipped roces, and axial planning
became important clements 0 fann-o
Howewver, Charles
A, Plam and his duiscaple, Ellen Shipman,
stressed indoemality and leshisess, orcating
what Mevins called "l batile of styles
formaslity versus snformality.  The s
was resolved during the beginning of the
1920 by the concept al ~approprate
neds. Hegionabism, indivedaal tasee, and
thee scee of & garden bedame deberminimg
tsciors oo ofs design In dlustrating her
ihess MNevins '|l\..q_.|u.|_-.! the wOdk al mansy
landucape designers il architeces practris
ing deirifg the carly rart i6l Ehas oEn
calling Beatriz Fareand (1B32-1930) the
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the-century garden

& French Cuaarden
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by ¥, ol Hazlehurse, professor and
chairman of the Dieparmm of Fine Aris
st Vanderbilt Universiny, weed the work of
André Le MOstre 1o illustrane how illa
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roel And e ws

penerated. The ssue of «
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vahushie in the simall privace garden
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Suspended Animation:

Photographs of Houston
Architecture

I ] il
11 1 r i F Y i P 1
b Hosnam Cemter for P rap
T Foprember |08
K g d &7 Afrd Nabe
AT FES IRDAKET rhae Callen Ceneee gt DM
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Hisasmn Architectare” This armdbarboiss
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HEAQRES, Many which wers quite karge

weas curateel by Elizaberh Glssaman
Shiai Lorenzo, and Phoebe Weseley. As

€1 e, thi EPacE 1% gr i

A0 II
wellcomasdered; i s neither o woken o
the display of art, nor dffered as an

st erthoughi

| vhaomgh there were muany EXUEIREE, CO0
TEMEIRHICALY IMMLAEES - SO SCTVIRE &% e
soeiial statements, others pacely
wrchitectaral docaments, 4 special few
combrmng both elemends - the vintage
mapes (e dated a8 carky ad 1917 smode
Uhey proveded a glimpse of o
place worlds removed from the present
ured spaske of the amique combenatson of an
irhane cEnder and il
ALACET SCCTMES

he shirw

wikd west. The

1] iy Rl vesias :'.I. i &

sree of rpsd with, and, period styles
and trends asile, there was a Setermined
jaality in fhe movemenis of paswensby (8
sprdaal note were plstographs of down
B [J.I_I||.1I agind Fanmin™ {fd ) and
Muin Screet Looking North™ ( 19300, bach

e I
marked [9FHy; Richard R 'Inll,c-. Hizii
sty Skyline LRy amd a pumber of

iR |I ||l|l.lh!I4| ha Fremm thie callie
Houston Mevropaolica

Lesearch Center, Houston Puldic | IEHAEY,
i the Harrey Conaniy Herumsae Socuery

Ehat tranfiherm ofe & S00Es
day CEPENIEMNLEY, [Ndl METE
hvw Inapace 10 the viewer the lreedom 0
witness the expecied n III.'||.I.'|.-I

way. die fachly Hallilhsie 1he exhibsiicd

g e puctufes thal ihdvecased ihe Few
lgaks who exiract m i Hioam sioe
and il:"l\. sirans. Leorge Krause's

graphs are silent msdinations, exper
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Sam Mololloch's ren sographs
llanmh /Houston 1944 snd
1983 ] are comparatine diptychs; chey ane
risp, beau ind wery funny. In noe
stant view of ntown Howsmon s seen
ul Stonehenge-like monok
thix rocks. | be two are remarkably sim
ither parallels a close-up ol these
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wEY DeeCaTss i flllr:l.—'a “1nl .|...|J|'|l AR EG 1|'\-r
EMCTELAE ETH ill'|||-'||u.||.|;| |Ibl_||'.-\.|n‘| i .'.EI:
frame. "1HLTE 1215 'l:li.'ulltlg farr rhae Hiss
197R) &5 & tiimeless =II|||I:||FrJ|'\I|'. it
IGiECIEES OR Iill_' POWAET iaf ||J_'!1I OVET BIch
ECIUEE. L King Egsr from |'.|.'|{|||J,;li|.|
FERE, Federal Land Bank, 19807 involves a

TN LBE - B - hieek FepiELioring of rhee

e snidiose and the .n'.||||'u|!._ allow INg e
rhe unlikely view of a |‘r||||-\.‘h||.'_ Irism 8 Vi
rage poent ineccessible o most
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ayivia Flachy's “Ungitled (Howseen)"
{ ™84 i ween From the inderior of on
auicimobiiEparked near the Galleria, The
driver, in the foreground, poms o con
struction onderway. The F'HFPNJ&ILPH hincs
legruerenrs of S vity, of sctioms and
eventy consparing, of the way things really
wnrk "'H.llll. Caall's I'I:Fl.l'. fEma IcLoed
O of wn ]If‘l'Jﬁl.' ||||i|‘.|_-u1'\.1' Iy
makes IL EveEn ||-'.|-|.r| ifia h||||_1_ it SEn
way. Her pl'u-l-.p;n.plln are prnied with a
SO0T, IMPrEsInRIRIN ERChinague. She chase
EI‘I:I:n:‘l!. aress froom which o I|".l|u|1||'.,;r ||1|'\..
the reswles being well worth the slfon
[ A%y Willms's rwo |||I!||:||_'|=_ |r||:|||.|.'||-
stale, hamd-colored srudies for murals
19831 are hilled with the energy of dis
covery, Pandering oddivies and strucrral
coicotricotes, they have notations
scribbled on thewr surfsces, and are a ks
less serwis than the marals be so besuti
fully pasnes. They are also more fun

ar und

The abovementioned images are black and
white; the namber of tolor and black-and
white photographs in the exhibir was
roughly equal Wirh one or two excep
tiona, the impacy of color on the pmagery
was negligible. It seemed thar there
noversd around the exhibition an errone
ous belief thar snippers of fabulous build
itugs muake fabulows abstrace images The
use of graphic composition sirictly for the
sake of design 2o aften falls short of its
ance-aohle intention; it B8 primitive,
overused techasque thar for the moss part
impairs one's expenience of the whale via
It% parts Far ton muany rellectusm were
preyed upon as well

"-il."ktfu] I'IIHIHI'R: lphru. ll_mk .:l!'...lr'qupl_' I |
reeilight's magical effecy on the ciry
Michas] Buwere's "Houseon, Downrown
frd. b s enothee ih.l TeEr AT phllrujﬁ J;'.'I
Firmly esrablishing che foreground with &
ghray Holiday Inn sign, he then garhers
the dim skylinge sround and behind ic; che
resuli B an cene, beawriiul stamement
Setpe Hambourg's ~ The Tower Theatre
i 1580 Pays homage (o 3 dazeling POf
icawn, an adoring rribute o g former beasry
resurrected. Even morne UM IEEsING S his
First Lery Tower” {1983 ), which resen
DeCs B fufunsnd concept draweng of
Homston Lenter seen in an odder, am
yrmas photagraph dong bor the | exas

Eadsderni | rans massaisr Carporatmo i

weighty artifice hangs in the air, and the

buildings seem st vnee solid amd {ricCat

iously balanced, doe to Hamboarg s pliyai

cal vantage poant {he shot straight ap

Ferhaps this partscular image wisrks s

will becaise ane of the ponily of el Erene
towenng ddings '-.!-: irreel. and the

rENErE ArE 1f

Sharon Stewan also ook sdvantage of
waning lighe in "Highlight Serses, 11l and

IV (1980 and 19813, Boch are mysescal, as
seen by someone sbsolately in bove with
the impossebsility of i all; 7T looks as
much like g lithograph as 8 Cibachroms
Une has the feeling thar Joel Sternield
barely could believe his good formene a1
Jusy Ing found gne of rhise bizarre, {ake
Chritimas irees hagh atop & light pole, and
dense fog to efoentmace it This comprises
thee foreground of ~ The Peanzod Badding
Howitan, Texax” { 1078}, As one moves 1o
the backgroend, the fog thickens, olmas:
completely obscurring the distincrive
structizres that rise and separare shightly,
keering a bit of sky poep through. This
combination of formal design elements
ind & fond looak &t homan salliness =
|_'r|.‘|r.||||’“|!g aimd |;|1r|1rh1|:r|:J2|.1_' Driwid Cross
bey looks at the same building with differ
ent eesabes in "Peanzatl” (1983). His i a
hamdsame abstraction that pets old archi
EECTafe AR AINEE MW

Lyl W |‘.||L|;I.J,;'.‘u|1| & "Untfebed™ ( Hioa
st i ¢ 19ES S Tesrured on the exbabigasn
poster, carches a shimmering light scat
tered abour the frame, which cases the
ather elements - & strolling person, siteet
EETOWSE - inae 8 Sarrcs] A ROTy 'h]' ASROC A -

Eicin ﬁ"+n¢r “-'Jﬂ'ljng..':.. [.:i_l'-l'lluirn Hllu'\r|:||l._

Twilighe™ { 1984) s soen from a high
point af view, rljmul.””m all ciry-sereet
rederemces (bach nEgative and Fnr-j'ir-'rt'l
This csdy neurraliny is urh:r-'-.mid]:,-
Dianny Samuels doesn't toear soon-to-be-
PaESING SO0 af peeculiar consEMEcTion as
herly, bu as of incerest nevertheless. These
BO far beyond documenes, involving the
VEEWED 10 & more |.'umplt_-|t anderunding
of each site. Samuels scomplishes this h:,-
inciocding the human touch thar almaost
certuinly sccompanies each house or bagi-
mess; the stractunes are grounded in realiny
anid memory

That the photographers, each 0 their own
fashion, refer o a perpetual state of
chunge was ane of the most dynamic
aspects of the exhibaton. The photo
graphs were enlivened by thas concept,
anad an scchitmnal challenge was offeoed
the viewer by thoie transinrmative (Mages
i Ilul:_
aisead. WA |'||_:l.|-..l.'|'\-||_- G eacrrvale, B

8 chadllenge bo the LEmha gt

Lefe: "Callamisd  Homifamn, " 1084 US55
iPhate by Sam MoColloch), Lower lefs
Main Sieeer Lookirp Morr i W2t

Phaiio by Cocad Thoarmpen Siadieod,

romrredy of the Saw Jacowdia Maoesms of
Hiirary Adriocialion ) Gl Thomon
Codlecrian, and fhe Mosrion Ml i i
Reivarch Ceator, Moairow Padlic Lilvearsy
Bebow; 120N 704 Lirrde Hosie om i

Pegrrie, ™ 1979 §{ Phoio by Pawd Herder
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Village Cheese Shop inc

55 o

NOW OPEN

Fine Food & Wine Shop
Cookware & Gifts
Carry-out & Catering

Cafe: American & International Cuisine
Coffee & Wine Tasting Bar
Continuous Service, indoors & out

5555 Morningside Drive

713/527-0398

Mon.=Sat. Bam-11p.m., Sun. 8a.m.-1p.m.
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Communications since 1958.

* Public Address, Paging, Interce

* Sound Masking
* Emergency Evacuation

* Environmental Music by Muzak and YESCO

Sales # |nstallation ® Service

TAFT BROWI 2T ING COR
4808 San Felipe B

Houwston, lexas 77

1713 6221015

Archilectural

Tour

Greal Houston

Interiors

Hice [.’E"-IF'H. Allnce
FALL 1985

e E

TN

The resedennial mreriors of five I.-rgq_-ndgr: Himuston

intersor designers, devorscors, and architects will be
presented in o rare public showing. A special pre

ViEw H.l:.l. wll Pred eed the rwo |h=,-.. ol |-cu_|r|r||;;

Samarday, I Movember, 11 as-f ra ad

Sunday, § November, 12 Noon-6 r

Preview pala on Friday, 1 Movember, 7 me5 ru
Reservarions required. Admisaion charged. For
reservations of infermanon, call the RDA aq

T8/ 3 24-6207

Rice ’k'«lﬁl'l Allamce. PO Bax 1892

Housron, Texas 7729

13/ 524-6297

Osisie’s « Open Tuesday thru Saturday
1708 Sunset Boulevard - Houston - T14/528-2264

Studies in

Tectonic Culture

f J | my b rd iy i Lidry
I tary FMali, i LIAIErFIN
§pnnrored hg Sl | ric i
writ, Hece L'mreering)
T} i

v ar Fsce Ulni

1d irsell lasr spring en the mid

The Schaod of Archiect
WETRILY Disg
dle af

3 discourse an the fare ol

n architecmune when Kenn
Frampeon, probessor of architecrune at
Colambas University and ane of the

world s leading archirectural crines, came
n deliver the first annoal Craig Francis
Cullinsn Lectwres, an endowed probessor
ship no be shared by the Archirecure
School ard the LDepartment of Arr and

Art History. Frampton's galvanizeng and
ingelbecrually provocanve papers, colleg
tively enntitled " Smudies in Tecronss Cul
rure, must be seen as both a brilliane
reaneerpretanion of the work of several ey
tigures mn the history of modern archirec
ture and an aftermpt 0 feorsEnt oarrent
architectural theory and pracice away
from representation and toward maberial
iy and constructsn. | [he themes of sev
eral upooming studens parnals confirm
the popularity of thes topic. ) ~ Archine
ture, Frampion argued, 18 fectomic rather
than scenographsc i nature, and he set
about to prove that the constreotional or

Ponmmicsde

EECtanic ideal emerged in the |YMh-oenihicy
{ thie S{linEek-
it all the s

architecrure sl wr ILEmgs
pr bisren chie basis §

[Tl
I = F 20 bi-ce Wit
EBLMIEVEMENs Of JING-CERlLaEY drchideiitine

Imuical :'II'||.-I". AL % |'||_'\|' i

This was L
LUHRENE and PrECEES ERCETPOCIIVE B T

o Eo |"|:'r|'-LI_ Mies. and Eahn which
werlded HMIPOITAND MW |||'.||_'||'.'\- inng thetr
winrk, In the end, members of the Hous
ton architecrural communiry were treated
L0 Mg less than & Presiripruiey For
putring archirectare in th
toni for the il of Posr

1enk AgAEn - a
EriEm

Ini che furst and mosi didfcals of the mlks,
Frampeon set out 1o define the “meooni
e’ in | h-century anchatectare
embodied on the one hand by the Crystal
Palsce of 1852-18%4 and oo the other by
Schinkel's Berhn Beuakadembe ot 18340,
each symbolizang an artimde wowand the
expreision of the constructional realivy of
bailding. The former seemed to signify an
scultural expression ol the potential metal
skchetal condrrecion and the emerging
techmolagy of the glass curtain-wall, the
lamer a more complex pepresentational
|.|.F|.|_-5.I|:'|. |_|i |1:4.5.||:|Jr-t‘1.|_-..|r|||3 .ill-! frame
|;|||i.| SFRICES, Ofg ||I-|_'rr|l|' r|_-|_||:u||.||¢;n..|._
I|1|_- HhEr IECIonn ]:':J'-IIIH |||l|.|-|| i:."lr
work and WIICLTES ol |:r|r|.|l|||.'|'| {ii!h 5 H.nn'
Boetrischer, A W. N !':I*;Ir'l_ _|||1rrF||'| Pax-
o, [N L Durand, and Gorefried Semper
Frampton sttemmpied to trace the origins
af the term “tectonie” and to plumb ies
J.|1!|'|-||.'1|||I|r-. !||'|.|J|'|. |_"\I_.|h||5.||||1F ] .;,||;||F||1_':.
dialecric berween rhe I|_-|_|'\.|'||||||!q'.||_..|

.lh:l'l | andl &
third Lo, the .rrl_'rlul\h, |Ikl|ﬂ‘._ s i
srnthess of the firsr ren

T he "'ll.'l.'ﬂlllﬁl'll'hll- ""'\-."II".".:

-I-I'lll'll.'\.\ W CdRITI licaned here, € | o 8] .|'|

when dise BERIOg "'ll.'.'llFH'I_ whose dedind
runes of tectonig and distincrions berween
skim e skeleton
with Frampton s overarching interpoera
tion. Semper § view of the rettonecs of art,
crafi, and archatecture - all mure
was based on the emerging | 9eh-cenmury
concept of the organn, infleenced by ba
lagical and morpholsgical smodies. He
wiiabe in an unpublshed manescripd in
(.52 L ectomics i3 an art thar mkes
nature ad g moddel - RO NETure’s ConCreT
phenomena but anibormimy and the rules
by whech she exists and creates The
sphere of tectonics is the world of phen
Wmend; what 1t Cresbes exoas in space and
manidesas itsell through shape and color
scmper, i losking at archobecture in the
SAMe Way a8 Weaving or pottery, aftemp
todd 10 fuse the formal qualities of orna
menl @fd the manfestabons of ko wiih
those of strediune and methods of craft of
||'JL|r|*; ":I:'.-ll'g.lllj_' Herrrmann cautions
|:'Ill'h|:' who u..ll:l.l il fpret ‘i.|:|1l|'\.|_'r ai i
prophet of the new technalogies of 1%th
CEMELTY |‘..||L!|l|'._' v look chasely at b pr
AisliiEEmeEns an ifGh oanstfasoton [ he
disliked the Cryvsral Palace
loose connection to Boece -..\_!‘||:| & |,..n,|:|'|-.
pned art-form (Kerm and Ksnin
orre |, Frampood's discussion of Semper
did nodt back Fudelity or '|'-"'-.I||.;|'IIII."'|'\- il
ended wrth a line excursus on the Frod as

OO AR ErilY Aree

il Find Fafher

il COire

] qalruse

mctaphor for all kinds of paning - bat in

LLMLEGLEET JIECTERSS 1o dermsiEnsira

& LI

psi bl

i consrruct g ebemenis, sysiems r
I C RS TE 1 i Dersr @i Boerermon
LIMCOE TS | nadar i

It thee birst bechure ook on the Ceermar
inielieciual tradeoon of the poenious cen
tury, the seoond falk Aupust Perret and
sEfitural Retonalem, oftersd g bald

renfiterpretatsen of the I'\-,h.-l"l ol W miller
D in Franca Frampeon s dedalbed exam
ifatist af the mapr worky of Aot

|'|_'.- i

afly dermonittated the genns
WeET b rErfforded -ofcreta

ichideciuee but ostablohed

et oo gy
to be used i the Hoal two lectares. By
fofusemg on the basec archuteciural and
cofmiriattional clements dsed das themes by

cACh dEsEier, disl

v e way i whsch

IhEsE clemseniE mamnleiied feohon

I & 1y alaldull sabily ondobded his thesis on

ENE CHEMCITUELY ol QOnRECraiTiofal Mjisl ik

midern architeciure, Fog Petrer, not only

Windaw Lerail from phe Benlia

Ruwabademiv by Karl Frredrrch Scbandof

'Collevrion of Architectural Desions 108

went (¥pes of column, slab, and rib dis
i |:"|!.l'\-\.!_ Bt s the vaneties of wall and

PETWERETEEH

ircatment, such as the port
femdere, If any imporant chemes in this
srchirect's work reecived shont shrifs
way his blavanr felsinee o Bewan- Ares
F':J.rll'l ng aned Figs of bed £ ha misy ACREMPAS by
rn'|||1|.'||i_" i |.|“||_ 1 [P e R T LTS
o the new (ORI EFUC T sciaal EXIRedhiees ol
CONCrene

Mies, Kahn, and Classicism™ and — [ he
School of Lo Uteon, Scarpa, and Tec
fon Form  were o round owi the serses
but Frampion chose wisely to Iimat the
scopee of has study (0 one penctrating talk
of Mes and ane on kahn o one of the
miose cisve dscusseens of the German
master s work this writer has ever heard
Frampeon examined the different types of
wall, column, and joint used in the carly
court houses and willas versus the later
Chiscagn-period bulldings and the spatial
conmations of cach. Extending and mod
ifying the views of such other scholars as
Colin Riowe, Frampoon demonstrated the
dazzling precision which characterized
Mies s thought and has profound undes
standing of both representatin and con
sEructon. Less '\-.Ii|l|!.'|I.H O COINCEUSIVE WES
s lengehy cxamination of Kabn's major
bBiunkhifigs - i seems thai as Kahn's siatore
grows we grow only o hintle closer 1o a real
Compreiieisdon has complex genius
Thawgh it is obviows thai thiz grear Amer
ican architect was (nterested in what
|'|.|.'||_|1.||| calls EEEOAN PO, 1T B hEss
chear whether comnseructional or macerial
el ns Iodmed (e feal ddsed for B

WK, &5 8 olhren argueed By bies followers

Thee Firsz annual Cullinan Profess rahip
was 3 sucoess both as an event and as an
gnrchment 1o the intellectual lile of the
Hiouscon COMRMErE ey ke FI_J.|,'J|'.I|:
excitement fels ar cach leceare amadse the
mdience was evidenoe of this. Studeniis
clesrly were anxesus o hear ard absoth
substangial archirecrural theory and hiseory
from o major schaolar of mesdern archirec
mee, " Whether rhr'! WENT J_||_'-\.|||.:|r|_-i-, e
|'Jrh.‘| fist the ideas st forth is a EiE m R TR
that mizst be ssked. given thie Schion] o
Architectares lmi TR AREE |

1 hoes ry and scademi eesesrch, Also, one
might ask whether this prestgious mew
chair s to be used fully in the furore a5 an
appartunity for classroom sxposure
maper scholars, of whether Rice studends
will be atiered only o briet casoe of whar
fine minds like Kenneth Frampeon's have
i EivE. .




In Pursuit of an Elusive Future

Perer O, Papademetriou

The pase decade has broughe changes o
Houston thar no ane would have predicred
a3 recently as 1970 The international cri-
s b the perroleam industry has had a
dramatic impact on the CIy's eoomemy, s
urban foerm and pattermns of seccbement,
and even its pulee snd temipo, The crea
tin and continoed evalarion of a public
mass-ifansrt suilaodry is beginning o
etiect the wrban landscape, contrary o the
sentimenty of even those who would die
rather than give up thelr car keys A pro
gressive mayot has tramformed the image
af the ciiy's chief official from an
absentee-developer eyjpe into o pragmatic
peioantant, and @ woman po booe
“"Hermnner,” hirwever, has projecred a
wiseon that is as realsstic and no-poosense
as her predicrable dress-fos-sicoess
fashion image. A buic dall prrh:lp:., baar w
leant the potholes are an the decrezse
Changes iy national d:mn]_nph:, appear
o be shifting also, The lare ‘605 spurt of
Califorma license |:|-1:|::-.| in Hosson gave
way to Michigan lense plates in the “70s;
one can't help bat wonder which Ameri-
caf Cities Are now host o spurts af Texas
plates. The fact i3 that the city is in &
slimdipwn. The “see-through™ office o
condomifie bailding has become a dis.
tinctive Houwstof tepe; they come not
singly but in groups, And new that
INSUTANCe COMPAnies ane SEArting toosn
o] real extaie, the bisomicown :«d!r has
wurn aff

O an upbeat note, the natonal Yuppifi-
cation Movement is in il gesr, with
iaie Sdaabs than Trans Ams on the free-
ways. Inner-city renewal i3 in evidence,
alehough ies reasons-lor-being probabiy
havee as much 1o do with the cuse-and-
effect of overall retrenchmeni than with
any oommitment ward o way of Life
Quality-of-life concerns are being man
itested, alehough the soe-and-be-seen
street life of Perrier and cafes. may be just
another form of consumer fashion. How.-
ever, culture is one of thede consumer
producrs, and the Howston public is simul-
tanenasly scquiring a lyric theacer, a
Noguchi-designed sculpiure garden, and,
of course, o new convention center. Diver-
sty also sppedrs 1o be on che upsawing,
with new constituencies: Hispandes,
Asians, and gays are more and more an
witegral part of oar urban popoelation

If oot word has characterized Howston s
notion of itself in this century, ir is
“groweh.” Boasteriam has been the essen-
tial arnitnde, constractive criticiam the
EXLFCME posiion, ard the furere the goal
Histaric preservation, for example, has
been @ pathetic effort - an anomaly and &
paradon. Mythology and fantasy, "image’
o yoa wall, were the elemenes whsch
infarmed a present thar never bosoked
back

Uneil the second woeld wat, the presence
of adequate capital made it possible for
Housion to emerge from v llape to towmn
b Ciry, andd to creste the amenities tha
urbamizaticn was supposed w offer as an
alternative to rural life, In the 19208,
Houson saw stsell 58 the "Linde MNew
York™ of the South and bew 19360 iz had
become the largest city in Texas. The Pro-
gressrve Movement was in Rl swing, and
while ooe uleimarely might fault is capa-
ciry 10 sddress & sense af the whale ciry, it
nanetheless did sdd one component o a
furure-direcred ourlsok

This eleiriend was Frimon, &n i iaf
order and a sense of integrared organms-
i 10 witch Fll.l.b]n: and privile wWere
clearly placed, supported in physical rerms
by a cohesive archatectural langusge which
began to relate prece o peece. Guiding this
vEaon was a sense of the poblic pood A
social comtrsce, even in g lassez-faire (on-
texd, l'lr.'gan i eTMErRe

Yes the pressancs of post-war urbaniza
itian, the loss o J-r.:ldrnhlp_ and ilse wnan
ticipated period of expansion {resching
encxpecied bevels in che 199080 over-
wielmed rhese wentative effores, The
commodities of timber, cotton, and pro
diste transponted by 4 visible perwork of
railooads gave way o the invisible com-
moedities of oil, gas, sl a system of diser-
bution for goods and people that ook the
foem ob the individeal motorized vehicle

The City Beautiful gave way o the City
Efficient, and the firse official docoment o
gulde Houston's futute was oontalned b
the 1942 Major Soreet and Thoroughfare
Ban, where traffic engineening became
the basis lor the organizaton of the
forsre. As concept, however, this plan was
an abstracrion, a projection of the carrent
staie-of-the-ari as @ 'h»]ut'prinl for devel.
opment. Yer there was no real way to
imagine the fatare, because 1ts character
cutild noe be described in physical terma
Maoreover, the strategy was limited by a
conservative notson of the proper role of
the government with regard to public
interventmn, one which prevented the
development of & comprehensive vhew as
had been presented in the 1929 Reporn of
the City Planming Commurron, Houston's
classic document of the Progressive
Movement, Thes imstrument, nonctheless,
has remained rhe pressent framework of
the fumre

The namural sciemtizsr, A E Parr, once
observed what he perceived o be a limica-
i sk :.r.u;mh;._n' i .Jlu-mpn.-d o evaluare
the very age of which it wus a [u'-,'-lu.rr

The obvious cnnclesien was thar chere was
mo way o evaluare loss, 8 lack of refer-
ence, aind no stendards aguint whech o
measare. For Houston, the futare has been
¥ p;u.i| which recedes indefinicely, and as
the technology of change (ncluding real
ln:hmh:m'. but also eosnomics, palitcs,
and socral geography | becomes more rapid
it remains ever efusive, and any sense of
eventually achieving reality becomes mone

diffuse

The anclent Grecks retognized that the
palin was, by definition, the public place,
Comseguently, the private domain was
eqiealized, rowtine, and anehymous. In con-
irast, the public domain was highly fig-
aresd; the agora and iloa were the places
that became insgitutions, where colkective
public risual was scved out. Palitics us the
process of social imercourse was roobed in
the exiscence af the city issell. Concensus
was ssaential, and respeot for the pase was
embadied in the permanenos of these pil-
lic instrrutions

There can be no futune wirhout a past, po
accomphishment withoat & record f-':-rh;p-.
this guier interlade in Homston's existende
can be tapped o yiekd 8 panorama ol pos-
sible new directions, o pdey & funare, ad
v decide how o guide 18 evolution, Oane
should use the rear-view mirror when
driving to the fuwmire ®
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT
THE COMPLETE WORKS
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Clie, the quanterly publscation of
the Rice Design Alliance, is the
grchitecture and design review of
Houston, It contains news reponts
and iflustrated feature articles on
mew buildings and urban develop-
ment in Houston and Harris
County, In addition, there are
regular reviews of books, exhibi-
tons, and lectures on design-
rednied topics.
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%o Rice Design Alliance
William Marsh Rice University
P.O. Bax [R92
Houston, Texas 77251-1892
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