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SUNLIGHT IS PAINTING. -NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

A NEW MODULAR COLLECTION FROM J+J, BEING UNVEILED
AT NEOGON. INSPIRED BY THE PLAY OF SUNLIGHT ON OUR
DAILY LIVES — FROM THE FUNCTIONAL INTEGRATION OF
PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS TO CYANOTYPES, WHICH USE

THE SUN TO CREATE ARTISTIC, TONAL PATTERNS.

12" X 48" | ZENITH, AZIMUTH

NEOCON SHOWROOM 10-118+ JJFLOORING.CO
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Elle Collection seating and tables, designed by Cory Grosser, convey motion

CUMBERLAN D and energy through continuous lines, contrasted with the modern woodcraft of

Revo lounge chairs, designed by David Mocarski.
beautiful objects that work cumberlandfurniture.com  800.401.7877
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of large format porcelain, used here in Oxide,
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The metallic-looking flecks complement
Buenos Aires Mood tile on the floor. The
result is a welcome area infused with color
and texture at the revampe‘d City Center i
West office building. Because at Crossville,

beauty is a problem solved.

View the full story at
Crossvillelnc.com/CityCenterWest
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Laminam by Crossville Oxide Perla Tile Walls
Buenos Aires Mood Palermo Tile Floors
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Foster + Partners Announces Virgin Hyperloop Collaboration,
New Design

Foster + Partners announced a new partnership with Virgin Hyperloop
One and DP World with the introduction of a new design concept for
DP World Cargospeed. The high-speed freight-carrying hyperloop,
powered through renewable energy, is proposed as the world's first
continental shipping hyperloop, linking Asia with Dubai and Europe.
contractdesign.com/fosterpartnersvirginhyperloop

Snarkitecture Teases Design for Summer Block Party at the
National Building Museum

Snarkitecture unveiled its design for its 2018 Summer Block Party
installation, “Fun House,” at the MNational Building Museumn in Washington,
DL, to be showcased July 4-Sept. 3. The design comprises

a full-size house endowed with more than 50 objects and installations.
contractdesign.com/snarkitecturesummerblockparty

Bjarke Ingels Named Chief Architect for WeWork

WeWork announced that Danish architect Bjarke Ingels will assume the
role of chief architect for the coworking/co-living company. Ingels will
continue to lead Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG).
contractdesign.com/bjarkeingelswework

National Memorial for Peace and Justice Opens in Alabama

The National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery, Alabama,
opened as the first memorial in the United States dedicated to African
American victims of lynching and ongoing racial discrimination,
designed by Boston-based MASS Design Group.
contractdesign.com/national ialforp djustice

1IDA Names Recipients of 2018 Titan and Star Awards

The International Interior Design Association (IIDA) announced the
recipients of the 2018 Titan and Star Awards, recognizing significant
contributions to the interior design industry. Janice Feldman, CEO of
JANUS et Cie, has been named the winner of this year's Titan Award,
and Dina Griffin, president of Interactive Design Architects (IDEA) will
receive the 2018 Star Award.

contractdesign.com/iidatitanandstar

Designing for Health: Conversations on Convergence
PERKINS+WILL

A multidisciplinary conversation on salutogenic design and the origins
and causes of health, highlighting diverse points of view including
master plannerfarchitect, interior designer, medical planner, and nurse.

contractd 'w com/( sati werg
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Quest Tower 2
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green building
program in the
world. Leave your
legacy today.
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Light and design

Algorithm, Toan Nguyen

INTERI®RS
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New Beginnings

24

Welcome to the May issue of Contract! | take the reins from
John Czarnecki, Hon. lIDA, Assoc. AlA, who—along with the past
editors in chief of the magazine, Jennifer Busch, Hon IIDA, and Roger
‘Yee—has created a legacy of inspiring leadership for the commercial
design community. | now have the honor, privilege, and responsibility
to continue their passion, build upon their work, and engage
with how our architecture and design culture evolves. My curiosity
and love for architecture, design, and innovation is what drives
me, and in the short time I've been at Emerald Expositions, | already
love working with the amazing team at Contract who are based
around the country.

It's our missicn at Contract to take the pulse of the
culture of what is happening in commercial interiors. And when
it comes to the ever-evolving workplace, the impact of technology
means that our spaces need to be flexible to handle our multitasking
needs. In this issue, we focus on breakthrough workplaces in the
tech, insurance, entertainment, travel, and nonprofit sectors, which
allow their employees a space to focus, collaborate, learn, and
socialize. You'll find everything from IA’s brand new vibrant space
for Virgin Voyages (page 76) and Hastings Architecture’s warm
and inviting design for Sony Music’s office in Nashville (page 66),
to Studio O+A’s expansion for Cisco Meraki's San Francisco office
(page 84) and STUDIOS Architecture's elegant solution for the
nonprofit Urban Land Institute (page 88).

Trade Show Season

Last month, Milan's Salone del Mobile was the place to find the
latest trends in design and inspiration. At the main trade fair in Rho,

| discovered the latest product releases, and back in the city, | went
from showroom to exhibition to experience amazing spaces and
Instagram-worthy moments that helped me think about where
designis headed. But for me, one of my most enjoyable moments was
a lively dinner conversation, organized and hosted by Cheryl S. Durst,
Honorary FIIDA, LEED AP, and the executive vice president and
CEO of the International Interior Design Association (IIDA), and Royce

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Epstein, Mohawk's A&D design director, on state of interior design.

“Unity” was the main theme of the dinner, and | left feeling energized

about how we in the commercial design profession need to
continue to work better together to change the world through
architecture and design.

Fast forward to a few weeks later, and I'm back in New York.

As the deadline to close this issue approaches, we're in the midst
of NYCxDesign celebrations and I'm looking forward to another
one of my favorite design events of the year, ICFF—North America’s
preeminent global design fair, produced and owned by Contract’s
parent company, Emerald Expositions. At Contract, we're excited
about working with ICFF, which boasts more than 30,000 attendees
and 900 exhibitions in search of the best design today. The fair
continues to develop new initiatives in the contract marketplace,
which is especially important now with more than 40 percent

of the ICFF audience engaged in commercial design.

Finally, as we all get ready for next month’s NeoCon in Chicago,
the fair takes on an extra special significance as it celebrates the
50th anniversary of its founding (page 92). Make sure to use the 2018
Official NeoCon Product Preview included in this issue, as the special
section features 14 pages of the latest and most innovative product
introductions in commercial design—from furnishings to fabrics
and floor coverings—that will be showcased at theMART. We also
share events to check out at the fair, in addition to recommendations
for the best places to eat, drink, and visit in the Windy City next
month. See you soon at NeoCon!

Best,

Paul Makovsky
Editor in Chief

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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Touch the Future®

GABRIELLE + ULTRAFABRICS

Depth of color and innovative textures
that endure are just some of the
qualities associated with Ultrafabrics.
Japanese craftsmanship merges with
pioneering technology to create a
naturally animal-free and

easy to tailor fabric.

Function and aesthetics are essential
to my projects. | am obsessed with
fabrics that work as hard as | do.

Gabrielle Williams, Project Manager
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Slalom Acoustic Panels
Slalom panels provide effective acoustic results which help dampen ambient noise levels.
Panels are available in wall, ceiling, straight runs, curves and freestanding models.

Stream Waste and Recycling Forty5 Tables Axcess Mobile Desk

Receptacles adaptable to any interior and Characterized by a quintessentially modern It fulfills the needs of the user in any environment
workplace, Light in scale with visually refined design, consisting of a fluid steel frame with inset  that is open, collaborative or with minimal space.
rounded corners that gives an inviting and top in compact laminate, resulting in an open, The rotating work surface allows you to create
approachable appearance, airy design. your own configuration.

VIST US AT NEOCON » SHOWROOM 1094 @ PETER PEPPER PRODUCTS
peterpepper.com -
info@peterpepper.com EXPRESSIVE ESSENTIALS
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Shortlist Announced for Competition
to Redesign the Eiffel Tower Site

under the title “Discover, approach, visit,” enlisted design minds
around the world to reimagine the Eiffel tower site. From 42
entries, the competition recently announced its shortlisted firms:
AL_A and Gross.Max; Gustafson Porter + Bowman; Agence

Ter and Carlo Ratti Associati; and Koz Architectes, Jun'ya Ishigami,
and Atelier Roberta.

The site covers the 54-hectare area on both sides of the river
Seine, between the Trocadéro and the Military Academy, and along
the river embankments between Bir-Hakeim and Alma Bridges.
The Eiffel tower is located at the center of this site.

As part of the city's preparations for hosting the 2024
Olympic games, the project goal is to highlight the architectural
quality of the Eiffel tower; enhance the pedestrian experience
at the tower’s base; mediate existing connections across the site;
and improve the circulation of the surrounding public transport,

W ————— The “Site Tour Eiffel” competition, organized by Ville de Paris
=3 -

buses, boats, and cars.

The competition will thus also allow for a restoration and
redevelopment of the existing landscape, which forms the urban
park Champ de Mars. More than forty major events take place every
year on the Champ de Mars, contributing to its role as an iconic green
space in Paris visited by locals and tourists.

The competition will last nine months.

Willow Architectural Cast Glass

Ameristar Blackhawk Casino, CO
nath nallan,com Designer: Marnell, Las Vegas
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Create Aesthetic Adaptable Spaces

Gensler Morristown, Morristown NJ e Architect: Gensler » NanaWall HSW6E0 with open corner, no floor track, and swing door

NanaWall Single Track Systems

Panels can stack anywhere.

Design interior spaces that transform
with ease. Individual panels allow for endless

configurations with no floor track required. {, Collsborate with our Design Team on your plans.

Explore our opening glass wall product families: Showrooms Nationwide *
Visit NanaWall.com G nd G
Folding Sliding Frameless

800 873 5673 Engineering the Exceptional
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Cooper Hewitt Announces Winners
of 2018 National Design Awards

sTUDIO

AND SHULL

: KEN HAYDEN

Cooper Hewitt National Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum

e QAN s WAy recently announced the winners of the 2018 National
included Oppenheim 4 e
AFCRISchS + DasnEY by Design Awards. Now in its 19th year, the annual

Chad Oppenheim Cleft),inthe  awards recognize design excellence and innovation
Interior Design category, and

in 10 categories, promoting design as a vital
WEISS/MANFREDI, led by

Marion Weiss and Michast humanistic tool in shaping the world.
Manfredi (right), in the This year's recipients in the Architecture
Architecture Design category.

Design and the Interior Design categories are WEISS/
MANFREDI and Oppenheim Architecture + Design,
respectively. Additional winners included Gail Anderson,
Lifetime Achievement; Anne Whiston Spirn, Design
Mind; Design for America, Corporate & Institutional
Achievement; Civilization, Communication Design;
Christina Kim, Fashion Design; Neri Oxman, Interaction
Design; Mikyoung Kim Design, Landscape Architecture;
and Blu Dot, Product Design.

“All ten of this year’s winners present a powerful
design perspective and body of work that is at once
inclusive and deeply personal, accompanied by great
achievement, humanity, and social impact,” says
Caroline Baumann, director of Cooper Hewitt.

An interdisciplinary jury of design leaders and
educators selected the winners, and winners are
selected based on the level of excellence, innovation,
and public impact of their body of work.

The award recipients will be honored at a gala
dinner and ceremony Thursday, Oct. 18, in the Arthur
Ross Terrace and Garden at Cooper Hewitt.

INNOVATIONS

innovationsusa.com

) contractdesign.com MAY 2018
Wallcoverings | Palmetio, Chrysalis, Amalgam
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RARE PLANK HPD™

TEKNOFLQOR'S FIRST LUXURY VINYL PLANK

MADE IN THE UNITED STATES

TEKNOFLOR"

NO PHTHALATES

.
SHANNON SPECIALTY FLOORS SHANNONSPECIALTYFLOORS.COM f , ln NO WAX, NO BUFF
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INITIATES

CREATE A WELCOMING SPACE
THAT SPARKS CONVERSATIONS.

TELLARO™ LOUNGE

N —I—I O I\I I_ PHONE 800.482.1717
A A WEB NATIONALOFFICEFURNITURE.COM
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EVENTS

L L R TR AR R R AU

JUNE AUGUST

HI Design Europe METROCON17

June 6-8 August 9-10

Vienna House Andel's Dallas Market Hall
Berlin Dallas
hidesigneurope.com metrocon.info

e N
Art Institute of Chicago SEPTEMEER
Chicago 100% Design
diffachicago.org September 19-22

1IDA Cool 2018 Olympia London

June 10 London

Ritz-Carlton 100percentdesign.co.uk
Chicago Cersaie

iida.org September 24-28

2018 Best of NeoCon Awards Breakfast Bologna Exhibition Centre
Kire Bolog nq Italy
Renaissance Hotel Copae.l

Chicago

contractdesign.com/bestefneccon

NeoCon 2018

June 11-13

theMART

Chicago

neocon.com

BOMA 2018 International Conference & Expo
June 23-26

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center

San Antonio

boma.org

INTRODUCING
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Believe in Urban Fabric

Mohawk Group

NEOCON 2018 SPACE 377 MOHAWKGROUP.COM
Discover Nutopia, a carpet plank collection designed to meet the stringent requirements of the Living Product Challenge.
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Moda

See them all at NeoCon.
Only from Beaufurn.

Andi

Innovative seating solutions that combina quality and design
with versatility and functionality...that's Beaufumn.

Visit booth 7-5106 at NeoCon and see for yourself.

[ZJBeaufurn

©2018 Beaufurn, LLC  Designs Patent Pending 888.766.7706 | info@beaufurn.com | beaufurn.com
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lebration!
ceiepration:

inspirations

recognizing social responsibility in commercial interiors

The Inspirations Awards, presented by Contract with continued awards announcement & celebration

support by Tarkett, celebrate the commercial design profession’s
leadership role in social responsibility. Winning projects are
honored for implementing design to improve the quality of life for
those in need. The client of the top honoree will receive a $10,000
grant from Tarkett, recognizing inspiring design.

Join Contract in Chicago to kick off NeoCon 2018 with
the announcement of the winners of our Inspirations Awards.
Celebrate our industry’s socially responsible works in style!

Visit contractdesign.com/inspirationsawards to learn more.

contract
(O Tarkett
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Melina Lou Nnge Licensed from Wiesner Hager, Austria

With a nod to mid-century modern design, the Melina lounge collection is defined by elegant,
clean lines and well-crafted details that elevate the ambiance of any interior. Its striking angular ( E
form is softened by tailored upholstery and complemented by finishes that add refinement and n CO re

balance, while accompanying guest seating and tables round out the series and add continuity
throughout the line.

800 985 8090 encoreseating.com Visit us at NeoCon, Showroom 336.
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CONFIDENCE IN QUALITY. RELENTLESS
SERVICE. SURPRISING BEAUTY.

Every collection, every pattern, every colorway

combines high performance and beautiful design.
Inspired by you — the carpet and LVT you
want, that you need, and that you haven't

been able to find, until now.

INTRODUCING ENGINEERED FLOORS' NEWEST DIVISION | EFCONTRACTFLOORING.COM
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Designer
You
Should
Know
Fauzia
Khanani

Fauzia Khanani leads New
York-based design firm
Studio Fér. The firm's com-
mercial work includes MSCI
Hong Kong (bottom right)
and The Bloc (above and
bottom left).

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

As the principal and founder of Studio For, Fauzia
Khanani believes that design is a tool for change.
The daughter of refugees from Uganda, Khanani
studied sociology and public health before

ar ing with her Master of Architecture degree
from the University of California Berkeley. She now
leads a flourishing firm of seven designers who
tackle a range of projects, while advocating for
diversity in the industry.

A

You recently changed the name of your
firm from F&z Design to Studio Fér. What led
you to this decision?
The original name was based on the root word
of my first name in Arabic, foz, which means
“success.” But as we started to grow, | didn't like
that the name focused on me. Our motto is that
the projects aren't “for us,” they are “for you”
We worked with a branding company that helped
us come up with a name that kept the long
“0" sound, in order to keep part of the heritage.
Why did you start your practice?
It just evolved from my first project, which was
a ground-up residential project in the Hudson Valley.
| had been living on the West Coast and decided
to move back to do this project, and more projects
came about as a result. There was a point at which
| had to stop and think, “Do | really want to run
a firm? And if so, why?” | decided that | wanted
to make a place that would provide opportunities
to people who may not otherwise have them
in our field, and push for diversity and inclusion.
And | wanted to be able to change people’s quality
of life through architecture.
What in your background has informed
the way you approach design?
A lot of my approach stems from my background
in sociology and public health, and thinking about

people and relationships—whether it's relationships

to each other or relationships to space. My parents
grew up abroad and travel was a big part of my
childhood, so | visited remote places that most kids

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

who grew up in North Carolina didn't get to see.

| have first cousins who grew up in a village in Africa
and lived in huts. | was able to see amazing
architecture on those trips, and that was pretty
influential on my work.

What are some of the most important aspects
of workplace design today?

Everyone talks about the open office scenario
being ideal, but | think it has its limitations as well.
Acoustics are a big challenge that can produce some
interesting solutions. | think a consideration for
wellness is also important: giving people ways to leave
their desk and go somewhere quiet or just to take
a break. Cafes and pantries have become a big focus,
as well as social spaces.

What is a problem you solved that you are

proud of?

Our first commercial office project, The Bloc, had

an open office floor plan with 360-degree windows
that they wanted to utilize for public space while
also accommodating their all-office meeting.

So we custom designed a bench system that goes
over the radiators along the windows and provides
two layers of stadium seating. The bench also has
some undulations in it that allow for different seating
positions. It addresses a couple of design problems
at different scales.

What does the future hold for you?

We just finished a project with our first global
client (MSCI) in Hong Kong and now we are working
on offices for that same client in Geneva and Mexico.
It is really interesting to design for a single company
but in places with really different cultures.

ontractdesign.com
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Humanscale’

SUMmima A New Movement in Conference Seating

NeoCon Showroom #351 | humanscale.com/neocon
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COMMITTED
TO THE HEALTH

FLOORING SYSTEMS

creating better environments

®
new colors. new textures. now available. mMarmo l eum

endless possibilities. modular

beautiful. durable. sustainable. hygienic. I . I
]

www.forboflooringNA.com
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What does your table
bring to the space!

www.ERGinternational.com
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Dignifying Design for New Nursing Mothers

by Evelyn M. Lee, AlA

Evelyn M. Lee, AlA,

writes a regular column

for Contract on business
practices in design and
professional development.
Based in San Francisco,

Lee is regional workplace
manager, west coast lead

at Newmark Knight Frank.
She holds graduate degrees
in architecture, public
administration, and business
administration. Currently
amember of the AlA national
board of directors, Lee
received an AlA Young
Architects Award in 2014.

Her website is evelynlee.com.

Visit contractdesign.com/
businesspractice to read all
of her columns for Contract.
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For most moms, coming back to work after
maternity leave is hard. | know firsthand how
difficult it is to leave a three-month-old in the hands
of a relative stranger. And for those moms who
come back to work with the intention of pumping,
it can also be a logistical nightmare.

Never tell a mom to pump in a restroom

Before my experience as a mom, if someone

asked me for a place to go pump | wouldn't hesitate
to suggest they go to the restroom. Now, when

I am given the option to pump in the restroom, my
response is: “Would you be willing to eat a sandwich
you made in the women’s (or men’s) room?” Pumping
breast milk is equivalent to food preparation.

That realization is usually enough to persuade most
architecture and interior design firms to at least
reconsider the design of an in-office mother’s room.

Designing a mother's room

| have pumped in boardrooms, conferences,
offices, restrooms, storage closets that were dirtier
than restrooms, cars, and airplane lavatories.
Given all that | do for my baby, | have grown to
appreciate a well-designed mother’s room. While
at a large tech company, | had access to a mother’s
room with three curtained stations where | could
pump in privacy with other mothers. At each station
there was a hospital-grade pump and all new moms
were welcomed back into the workplace with an
accessory package. In addition to the stations, there
was a sink and drying rack in the room, along with
a full-sized refrigerator.

Now, | realize that every workplace does
not have the resources to create such a lovely place
for new mothers, but | recommend going above
and beyond standard federal workplace law, which
merely requires an area that is completely private
and lockable, If you must clean out the storage
closet, consider what a difference decent lighting,
a beautiful chair, a small table with a plug nearby,
and a mini-fridge will make for a new mom. These
are not big expenses but will add huge value to
those who need it. Believe me, it's not fun being

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

hooked up to a machine like a cow, so many of us
do not look forward to pumping. Consider providing
an environment that you wouldn’t mind taking

a break in for 30 minutes.

Pumping takes time

Depending on what | eat, how much water

| consume, how much sleep | get the night before,
the last time my child nursed, or where my own
body is postpartum, a single pumping session runs
anywhere between 15-30 or more minutes. In an
environment where | am never completely in control
of my schedule, | quickly learned that | needed

to block off two times a day outside of lunch

so | can pump when | need to.

There's no getting around it: pumping
takes time and the most considerate of employers
and clients make room for that. In the last five months
(I have a seven-month-old at home), | have missed
portions of daylong board meetings, architecture
and interior design interviews, and focus groups.
However, | have worked around the schedules
the best | can to move important votes on agenda
and make sure | am always covered by a co-worker
who can fill me in on anything | miss on the client
side. That is the new reality of my workdays.

My recommendation to new working moms
who nurse is to be your own advocate and ask for
the environment you need. For those who work with
moms or design wellness rooms, remember these
are supposed to be places of respite where moms
are preparing food, and please never question a
mom’s need to leave a meeting to go do her thing. ¢

contractdesign.com MAY 2018

PHOTOGRAPHY: CARL BOWER
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ALL
WORKSTYLES
WELCOME

7t FLOOR
BOOTH
7-5046
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The Pionite 2Be Collection embraces
life’s moments, offering 24 new
sophisticated designs. From warm
woodgrains and classic linens to
neutrals that never go out of style,
Pionite brand of high pressure laminates
will help you achieve your vision today.

Learn more at pionite.com
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caray

Desgre

D. Debiasi & F. Sandri

FESTA

ecee
5 THE LOOK OF SEATING®

3037333404  www.aceray.com
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EXHIBITION: SALONE

Lievore Altherr, Paravan is a
define space. It is sculptural in form
ural in execution, creating intimacy
with sound absorbing panels te
s, concentration, and collaboration.
Availabla‘-i!dth straight or rounded corners, the
collectio Lfeatures an optional coat hanger or
ed functionality.

2 Knoll: N e ALk Chair
A nod to the modernist style of Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe, Marc Newson's Aluminum Chair fuses
simplicity, material, and precision. The seat and
back integrate seamlessly with the frame for

a seamless look, and the soft, tightly knit mesh
aevokes a more residential feel. The chair is offered
in arm and armless versions, as well as three frame

colors—black, warm white, and gray—and six mesh ®
colors—black, gray, blue, red, yellow, and white. salone del MObI Ie

knoll.com

Editors’ product picks from Milan

&. Molteni&C: D.859.1 5. Kettal: Vimini

The D.859.1 table, designed by Gio Pontias a Vimini—which means wicker in Italian—is a
meeting table for up to ten people, is more than collection by Patricia Uriquiola for Kettal that
1.5 feet long. Offering simple yet refined design, includes a dining armchair, sofas, and side

its legs create a trapezoidal single-span bridge tables, and is characterized by outdoor wicker
upon which the large tapered top conveys the and rough wooden frames. Featuring baskets
idea of aerodynamics. Originally made of solid ash  with classic braiding and large backrest cushions,
with bronze ferrules, it is now also availablein a the collection offers traditional style, with a
darker-toned wood such as Black Stained Ash. modernist sensibility.

moltenigroup.com kettal.com

3.GAN:LAN
For its latest collaboration, GAN partnered up

with Neri&Hu to create LAN, which includes rugs,

seating modules, and dividers. Its various elements

can be assembled in different ways, organized

around the collection's rug. Its defining element,

however, is the backing, inspired by the adaptable

oriental screen. The indigo color palette used for

the various pieces inspires the name of the 5
collection: LAN means blue in Mandarin.

gan-rugs.com

50 contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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Sit back and 4+ RELAX

4+ Relax, with its sumptuous upholstery and an elegant recline feature, allows you to unwind in comfort.
Winner of the 2016 German Design Award Special & the 2015 Interior Innovation Award.
DESIGN: Roland Ziind

DOUPHIN

www.dauphin.com

GEIIIQAH
éz&m
SPECIAL
2016
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Innovative mterlor and exterlor '
pu olife space fu rmture

B Benchmark

DESIGN GROUP

904.246.5060 | info@benchmarkdesigngroup.com | benchmarkdesigngroup.com

©@000
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THE MAKER PROJECT

MAKER A

Y JVERSTEEL]

NEOCON FIFTY | SPACE 1093  MADE IN THE USA  VERSTEELCOM  #WHEREVERYOUFINDTABLESANDCHAIRS
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GETAWAY GIVEAWAY

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Enter to WIN

Pick up an entry card, “passport”, at participating NeoCon®
showrooms during show hours on Monday, June 11th

or Tuesday, June 12th.

Crossville Tile 7-10086

Davis Furniture 3-115

EF Contract 1167

Mohawk Group 377

Collect “passport stamps” from each sponsor and submit

your entry at any Visit.Win.Fly. drop off box throughout TheMart.
All entries must be submitted by 5pm, Tuesday June 12th.

Winner will be announced via social media by Wednesday, June 13th.
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DESIGNED BY
RAMSEY MADSEN & JIM CONTOIS

DESIGNING OPTIONS | FURNISHING ANSWERS

800.585.5957 ARCADIACONTRACT.COM
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NeoCon 201
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1| CIECIE

Monday, June 1 9am.to5p.m.
Tuesday, June12 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June139 am. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, June 9 9a.m.to 4 p.m.
Sunday, June10 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, June 11 7:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, June127:30 am.to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June 13 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Monday, June 11 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 12 2:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 13 8 am. to 2:30 p.m.

Monday, June 118 a.m.
Monday, June 112 p.m.
Tuesday, June12 8 a.m.
Wednesday, June 13 9:30 a.m.

222 Merchandise Mart Plaza
Chicago
For more information visit neocon.com
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Held every June since 1969, NeoCon celebrates its 50th anniversary

this year in Chicago, June 11-13. For five decades, NeoCon has served

as the premier global platform for connecting, learning, and conducting
business in commercial interiors, providing a launchpad for innovation.

With nearly one million square feet of exhibition space—including ten new
permanent showrooms, legacy showroom expansions and continued building
enhancements—this year’s show will welcome more than 50,000 design
professionals to discover thousands of new products, spanning the furniture,
fabrics, floor, interior building products, interior finishes, and technology
categories. First-class educational programming, featuring nearly

100 accredited seminars, special programs, and keynote presentations,
complements the exhibition.

contract
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DAVID EDWARD

www.DavidEdward.com/Neocon-2018
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The Best of Neocon 2018 winners will be

A

]

try peers on the opening

morning of NeoCon at Contract magazine’s annual
Best of NeoCon Breakfast. The competition honors
the best new commercial interiors products in
the industry that are exhibited at theMART during
NeoCon. Honors include Gold and Silver Awards,
as well as Innovation Awards, Editors’ Choice
Awards, and one Best of Competition Award.

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

Preparing for NeoCon and the
29th Annual Best of NeoCon Awards

Welcome to the 2018 Official NeoCon Product Preview, presented by Contract,
showcasing a selection of products to debut at theMART in Chicago during MeoCon.

In addition to new product introductions, we are looking forward to several
events and sights during this exciting week. The marquee presentation lineup will
include an opening keynate conversation between Art Gensler, founder of Gensler,
and Cheryl Durst, l|DA executive vice president and CEQ, on making the most of
career opportunities, as well as many other thought-provoking talks throughout the
week (page 6. And as you explore the city in your down time, check out the local
spots recommended by the Chicago design community (page 26).

Contract looks forward to producing and presenting the Best of NeoCon
competition, co-sponsored by theMart and The McMorrow Reports. This year, Best of
NeoCon features 42 product categories, ranging from architectural products to
fabrics, floorcoverings, furnishings, and workplace technologies. As of the first week of
May, nearly 400 products have been entered in the 2018 Best of NeoCon competition.

The Best of NeoCon jurors—a cross section of our readers nationwide—are a
mix of interior designers, architects, and facilities managers. Selected by Eileen
McMorrow, the Best of NeoCon competition director for the past 28 years, the
approximately 50 jurors review the products across 22 hours in the three days before
NeoCon begins. Readers should know that the product that wins Best of Competition
will have been examined, considered, and put to a vote by all of the jurors.

Of course the Best of NeoCon is only part of the excitement as we celebrate its
home with the 50th anniversary of NeoCon—a show that has stood the test of time as
a mainstay for the contract market. For five decades NeoCon has provided the
impetus for new relationships, rich programming, and ever-looming product release
dates—including those of this magazine and all its related support of the show.
Contract takes great pride in celebrating this momentous occasion with our partners
at theMart who are also the "Best of MeoCon.”

I hope you will find this special preview section to be useful and informative as you
plan your NeoCon schedule, and look for additional products in our forthcoming June
issue as well. All of the Best of NeoCon winners will be featured in the July/August issue
of Contract. Enjoy Neocon, and we will see you in Chicago!

Best,

Karen Donaghy
Publisher

contract
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2018 Best of Neocon
Awards Breakfast

DATE
Monday, June 11

TIME
T30 am.

LOCATION
The Renaissance Hotel Ballroom

TICKETS

Go to contractdesign.com/
bestofneocon until

one week before the event
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Chicago, June 11-13

theMART

A YORKADD PROFENT

The World’s Leading Platform
for Commercial Design

neocon.com
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]
DIFFA/Chicago: Gala XXX

DATE
Saturday, June 9

TIME

6 p.m. cocktail reception;

8 p.m. dinner, entertainment,
and dancing

LOCATION

The Modern Wing
of the Art Institute
of Chicago

TICKETS
Call (312) 644-6412
or visit diffachicago.org

G

The DIFFA/Chicago 2018 gala will feature an evening of enlightenment
dedicated to the cause of eradicating HIV/AIDS in our lifetime, all within the
intimate setting of the Modern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago.

2018 Best of NeoCon Awards Breakfast

DATE
Monday, June 11

TIME
730am.

LOCATION
The Ballroom at the
Renaissance Hotel

TICKETS

Can be purchased at
contractdesign.com/
bestofneocon

The Best of NeoCon 2018 winners will be d g industry peers on
the opening morning of NeoCon at Contract magazine's annual Best of NeoCon
Breakfast. The competition honors the best new commercial interiors
products that are exhibited within theMART during NeoCon. Honors include
Gold and Silver Awards, as well as Innovation Awards, Editors’ Choice Awards,
and one Best of Competition Award.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro
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IIDA Cool Awards Gala
4 A | g DATE
!' . ] Sunday, June 10
%
l {‘ TIME
y W 4 7p.m.
LOCATION
a cel I The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago

TICKETS
Email Aisha Williams
at awilliams@iida.org

IIDA’s annual NeoCon black-tie gala is a special evening to honor the winners of
the 45th Annual Interior Design Competition and the 26th Annual Will Ching
Design Competition. Join IIDA and prominent international interior designers
and global design manufacturers for cocktails, dinner, and dancing to
celebrate the award-winning design firms and their outstanding projects.

BIFMA Annual Membership Meeting

DATE
‘Wednesday, June 13

TIME
7:00 a.m. breakfast;
7:40-8:55 a.m. meeting

LOCATION
The Wolf Point Ballroom, 15th
floor, Holiday Inn Mart Plaza

TICKETS
Call (616) 285-3963 or visit
bifma.org

M. h

s of the Busi and Institutional Furniture Manufacturers
Association (BIFMA) and invited guests are encouraged to attend the
association’s Annual Membership Meeting to hear the state-of-the-industry
and association reports. This year’s speaker is Josh Emig, head of product
research at WeWork.

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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Unanticipated Opportunities—A Conversation Between
Art Gensler and Cheryl Durst

Art Gensler
Founder, Gensler

DATE
Monday, June 11

TIME
8am

LOCATION
NeoCon Theater, 19th floor
theMART

Art Gensler—founder of global architecture, design, planning, and strategic
consulting firm Gensler—will sit down with with Cheryl Durst, lIDA executive
vice president and CEO, and share some of the unanticipated opportunities
that have helped shape his career.

An architect by profession, Gensler is a graduate of Cornell University,

which named him “Cornell Entrepreneur of the Year” in 1995. He currently serves
on the Advisory Council of Cornell’s College of Architecture, Art, and Planning;

is a founding member of the National AIA Committee on Interior Architecture;
and is a fellow of the International Interior Design Association (IIDA).

Since its founding in 1965, his eponymous firm has grown from a
three-person, San Francisco-based team into one of the world’s leading
architecture and design groups, with 5,000 people in 46 global locations.

Sponsored by

v

ASPECTA

¥ NETIORLON

[IDA

The Wired Future

Nick Thompson
Editor in Chief, Wired

DATE
Tuesday, June 12

TIME

8am

LOCATION
NeoCon Theater, 15th floor,
theMART

hal

d The New Yorker's online

A veteran editor, Ni Thomp revol
platform and transformed the magazine. Now, as the new editor in chief of
Wired, he’s on the front lines of digital innovation and offers an optimistic
vision for covering the evolving world of digital culture.

Thompson served previously as a senior editor at Wired from 2005~
2010. In that role, he edited both National Magazine Award-nominated writing
and “The Great Escape,” the story that became the feature film “Argo.” During
Thompson's time with The New Yorker—first as senior editor, then as editor of
the magazine’s digital platform—he helped redesign the website and launch
The New Yorker app.

Sponsored by

AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF
INTERIOR
DESIGNERS
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. ________________________________________________________________________________|
She Said, She Said: Extraordinary Women
in Design

PANEL

Robin Klehr Avia

Managing Principal, Gensler
Anda Andrei

President, Anda Andrei Design
Gisue Hariri

Principal, Hariri & Hariri
Architecture

DATE
Monday, June 11

TIME
2pm.

LOCATION
NeoCon Theater, 19th floor,
theMART

In honor of Neocon’s 50th edition, three women who dared enter the boys’ club
of architecture and design will share their journeys—from struggles to victories.
Now, as they lead some of the world’s most respected firms, we hear their
vision for a more inclusive future. Interior Design Editor in Chief Cindy Allen
will moderate.

L |
Future Cities—Creating Livable Environments

Carol Ross Barney
Founder and Design Principal,
Ross Barney Architects

DATE
Wednesday, June 13

TIME
9:30am.

LOCATION
NeoCon Theater, 19th floar,
theMART

The recipient of more than 100 design awards, Carol Ross Barney has been on
the forefront of civic space design since founding Ross Barney Architectsin
1981, Her projects span different types and scales but maintain a deep
commitment to the role architecture plays in life quality.

For nearly two decades, Barney’s studio has been working along
lude the design of the Chicag
studies on all 150 miles of riverfront across the city. Other notable projects
include CTA Cermak-McCormick Place and Morgan Street stations, Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation, James/Swenson Civil Engineering Building,
Oklahoma City Federal Building, Bloomingdale/606 Trail Design Framework
Plan, and design schools for Chicago and communities across the country.

Chicago’s rivers. These efforts i Riverwalk and

Sponsored by

AlIA
Chicago

contract
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NEOCON*® 2018

review

As NeoCon celebrates its 50th anniversary at

theMART in Chicago, manufacturers will debut

new products for commercial office, retail, healthcare,
education, and government interiors. On the following
pages, Contract editors preview a selection of products
that will be introduced at NeoCon, including seating,
lighting, wall and floor finishes, desking, casegood
systems, and textiles. As designers continue to envision
the future of commercial settings, product companies
will offer interior solutions and furniture collections that
evolve with the environments they serve.

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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3.Boss Design: ATOM
Space 359
Offering a seamless solution for:

conceived by British designer Simon Pengell
for Boss Design. The comprehensive
consists of 14 individual pieces of h
low-back seating, as well as tables, d
screens that can be combi

number of custom con

unique modes of work

bossdesign.com

&.BuzziSpace: BuzziPleat
Space 10-111
sound control,
collection
g LED pendants
distinguished
fostered by
ructural folds, which
iver outstanding
c performance. BuzziPleat includes two
pple and Edel—and is offered
and a range of color combinations.
space

6. Crossville: Convergence
Space 7-10086
Incorporating findings from Crossville's color
trend study, the Convergence glass tile collection
combines the natural look of a wood grain with
jewel tones and muted hues. The collection’s
shimmering tiles offer a lustrous sheen as they
blend bold colors and neutrals with the appearance
of cross-sectional slices of lumber. Convergence
is available in eight vibrant colorways that are cast
in polished glass. The collection can be mesh-
mounted on 12-inch-square sheets and is also
offered in 4-inch-square mosaic options.
crossvilleinc.com

contract
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NEOCON*® 2018

3rd Floor

7. JSk: Trail

Space 3-111

JSI has introduced the Trail collection of side
tables, which is characterized by clean silhouettes
and an organic color palette. Available in three
modern shapes—ineluding a guitar pick-inspired
form—and four sizes, the collection's multiple
components can be combined into layered
configurations for a customizable alternative
to occasional tables, Trail is offered with matte
black metal leg finishes and a variety of surface
options such as marble and walnut.

jsifurniture.com

8. David Edward: Stratus
Space 331

David Edward has introduced the Stratus

lounge chair designed by Max Moore. Boasting

a minimalist appeal, the seating solution features
a sleek metal wire base and a painted shell,

and is offered with removable upholstered seat
cushions, Measuring 30 inches in width, Stratus
has a height and depth of 30% inches and a seat
height of 16% inches.

davidedward.com

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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enabled Savina Benches
igned by Rainlight for Arcadia.
-cast aluminum legs available
standard and premium leg finishes,
ncludes two- and three-seat

, as well as modular configurations
d with or without connecting

10. Coalesse: Lox
Space 3-101
In collaboration with Coalesse, PearsonLloyd

ned the sculptural Lox chair, which is now
available with a five-star polished aluminum swivel
base and optional hard or soft casters. Featuring
a padded interior and bucket back, the chair bo:
an austere aesthetic and dynamic silhouette. Lox's
reinforced chromium-plated steel polyamide shell
is now offered in a neutral hue to accommodate
a variety of s
coalesse.com

contract
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NEOCON® 2018

3rd Floor

1

13. Humanscale: Smart Ocean

Space 351

Humanscale introduces Smart Ocean—

a sustainable and ergonomic task chair made

out of recycled fishing nets—which was

developed in collaboration with the California-

based company Bureo. Featuring Humanscale's

celebrated aesthetic and functionality, each

Smart Ocean task chair is composed of nearly

two pounds of recycled material sourced
V from Bureo's Net+Positiva program, which

is aimed at combating the detrimental effects

of discarded ocean fishing nets.
humanscale.com

Official NeoCon®

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

12. Steelcase: IRYS
Space 300
Supporting the ever-evolving spatial needs

of the modern workplace, Steelcase has introduced
a freestanding enclosed solution—the IRYS

pod, which incorporates lighting, air treatment,

a ceiling, and access to power to foster privacy,
focus, and regeneration within open floor plans.
The autonomous, self-supporting units can
accommodate one to three people for both
individual work and collaboration, while added
space located beneath the pod's outer canopy
provides a supplementary touchdown area.
steelcase.com

Product Preview
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XTREME
ARCHITECTURAL SOLUTIONS

SIMPLE BUT SIGNIFICANT

Our line of extruded aluminum trims was designed and
manufactured to enhance all of the practical aspects of
drywall and panel construction but transform it into a
design medium that can make it the feature, the focus
and the most impactful element of a well-designed
space. Available in a variety of metallic finishes or
primed for custom in field painting, the extrusions

can become a part of the surface and blend in or can
become the feature—all by choice of the designer.

VISIT US ATWWW.XTREMEIAS.COM TO SPECIFY
XTREMEINTERIOR ON YOUR NEXT PROJECT!

844.365.9462
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7th Floor

14, Fluid Concepts: Truss

Space 7-1100

Fluid Concepts designed the high-performance
Truss workbench system to offer structural
stability along with the flexibility of an unrestricted
surface and height adjustment options. Truss
supports work surfaces with depths that range
from 24 to 30 inches, while its height can be

set at seated or standing positions, measuring
anywhere between 24 and 49 inches. Tandem
side storage options can be mounted at various
heights, and the system supports spatial dividers
as well as technology integration.
fluidconcepts.ca

m==n
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15. ANT Tile: Blossom

Space 7-10133

ANT Tile has expanded its Triangle Tile
collection with Blossom, a mosaic porcelain series
that boasts a modern black-and-white pattern
that is suitable for both wall and floor applications.
Offered in two monochrome matte color options,
Blossom is sustainably designed and features

an easy-to-clean, durable surface. With a ¥-inch
thickness, the collection is available in sheet
sizes of approximately 11 inches square.
anttile.com

16. Teknoflor: Rare Plank

Space 7-7112

Rare Plank HPD, Teknoflor's first-ever luxury
vinyl plank product, includes 22 wood visuals
styled in large 7-inch-by-47-inch planks.
Designed to emulate realistic wood, each carton
of the product includes varying styles of planks
to be installed at random. Available from Shannon
Specialty Floors, the planks are made in the
United States from 100 percent virgin vinyl,
free of phthalate plasticizers.
shannonspecialtyfloors.com

contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

17.1TOKI: SA

Space 7-8034

‘With the ability to adjust to three modes of
operation, the SA chair from ITOKI accommodates
various workplace needs, including concentration,
relaxation, and refreshment. The chair's backrest
features a unique mesh tension structure that
adapts to support the user’s posture as it fluctuates
across each mode throughout the course of a day.
‘With a refined appeal, the SA chair boasts bold
color options and a sleek silhouette.
itokioffice.com

17
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10th Floor

18, Peter Pepper: Boomerang

Space 1094

Designed by Vicente Soto, Peter Pepper's
sculptural Boomerang bench boasts a sweeping
semicircular design. Composed of roto-molded
polyurethane with UV protection, the bench is
suitable for both indoor and outdoor applications.
Offered in a choice of three colorways—gray, red,
and white—Boomerang measures approximately
95% inches wide and 17% inches tall, with a depth
of 33inches.

peterpepper.com

Space 1086
The Volker collection of nesting tables and
coordinating cubes from AIS offers a flexible
seating with mobility. With an inh ly
portable nature, Volker is ideal for a variety of
workplace environments including impromptu
collaborative spaces, guest seating in
workstations, or casual waiting areas, Available
with casters, the cubes measure 18 inches square
and come in a variety of upholstery fabrics while
the tables—measuring 37-inches-by-19-inches—
are offered in 18 laminate options.

ais-inc.com

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

19, Bentley: Qutlier

Space 1098

Bentley’s Qutlier collection is distinguished

by artistically textural geometric designs

that overlay erganic patterns, which are infused
with metallic accents of silver, bronze, and gold.
The pattern-over-background aesthetic playfully
imbues the illusion of an unexpected yet elegant
overgrown feel. Featuring a tufted textured loop,
Quitlier is offered in 13 colorways and is available

in 24-inch squares, and 9-by-36-inch or
18-by-36-inch tiles. The collection is crafted with
Antron Lumena Type 6,6 solution-dyed nylon.
bentleymills.com

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

20/Mannington
Spacg 1039

" The'Moiré carp
JALommertial

of lightin.D.
manningtoncommercial.com

contract
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furniture as creative
as you want to be

teknion.com
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NEOCON® 2018

10th Floor

23, Sandler Seating: Corda

Space 1099

Eliciting the interlaced form of a fishing

net or sailboat knot, the stackable Corda chair
was designed by Cuno Frommherz for Sandler
Seating’s Tonon collection. Crafted with a resilient
blend of natural and manmade materials, the
chair comprises a woven seat and back that
are supported by a painted steel frame. Corda
is offered in two hand-woven finishes and
measures approximately 20% inches wide
and 12 inches tall.

sandlerseating.com

24.Shaw Contract: Haven

Space 1029

With an inviting color palette that subtly blends
sophisticated neutrals with the calming colorways
of apricot, mint, and rosewood, Shaw Contract's
Haven collection was designed to evoke the
qualities often associated with home: comfort,
well-being, warmth, softness, and sense of place.
Haven's seven distinct patterns—Familiar,
Honest, Identity, Nest, Dwelling, and Shelter—
are correspondingly understated and adaptable.
The collection is constructed of 100 percent
recycled PET plastic bottles and features

a multi-level pattern loop, and is offered

in 9-by-36-inch running line tiles.
shawcontract.com

18 Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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26. Interface: Drawn Lines

Space 10-136

Designed by Kari Pei, the Drawn sLVT
llection from Interface a rhythmic medley

1 displayed a
is offered in 10

25. Versteel: Maker A
Space 1093

Versteel has added to the Maker Project
collection with a new A-frame table that embodies
an urban industrial aesthetic. With welded-end
assemblies that are bolted to cross rails for
support, Maker A tables can be specified with
optional integrated wire management and come
in a range of dimensions—including a standard
height (29 inches), counter height (36 inches),
and a stand-up height (42 inches). The table tops
are offered in butcher block, laminate, veneer,

or solid surface, with a choice of rectangular,
square, or round forms, while the powdercoated
bases feature a range of finishes.

versteel.com

27. Carnegie: Xorel Artform

Space 10-112

Building on the success of its bio-based
alternative to vinyl, Carnegie has expanded

the Xorel Artform acoustic panel collection with
four new shapes: Arc, Criss, Cross, and Circle 3D.
Featuring a gently rolled edge detail that subtly
utilizes shadow and depth, Arc, Criss, and Cross
each convey an intricate woven quality thanks

to complex interlocking configurations, while Circle
3D incorporates a raised ridge that runs through
the center of each panel. Xorel Artform offers a
wide variety of size, color, and application options.
carnegiefabrics.com
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10th Floor

29. Inscape: Rockit

Space 1095

Rocklt is a lightweight bench from Inscape

that boasts an adaptable and austere Scandinavian
design. Addressing a host of individual work
styles, Rocklt's diverse accessories combine with
paint, fabric, and finish options to allow for endless
customization, while a multipurpose groove

in the spine and legs enables flexibility and easy
reconfiguration. The bench is offered with a
discreet, height-adjustable option that maintains
the light-scale look,

inscapesolutions.com

30, Skyline Design: Linework

Space 1040

The Linework collection represents a
collaborative endeavor between Skyline Design
and Gensler that explores the expressive range
of contours achievable on glass. The customizable
collection is composed of five linear patterns—
Intersection, Loop, Rays, Strands, and Strokes—
that fluctuate in density, scale, and directionality.
Offered in opaque, translucent, and transparent
options that adapt to privacy needs of both interior
and exterior applications, Linework is available

in panel sizes up to 72-inches-by-144-inches

and in all standard glass thicknesses.

skydesign.com

20
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30

28. Brentano: Archer

Space 1040A

Reinterpreting the classic chevron design,
Archer features modern embroidery with dense
lines to lend dimension. The textile enhances
Brentano's felted wool cloth Nomad to boast
a supremely soft hand and is offered in four
new colorways that emulate neon colors.
The 54-inch-wide Archer fabric passes over
50,000 double rubs in the embroidery yarn
and over 70,000 double rubs for the base.
brentanofabrics.com

i
|
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Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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Andreu Worild

www.andreuworld.com

Visit us at NeoCon
June 11-13, 2018
Suite 10-132
Merchandise Mart
Chicago

I"n Tvee=

Alya by Lievore Altherr Molina + Radial Conference by Estudio Andreu
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11th Floor

|
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32

Space 1194
Arc-Com'’s Reverb collection of upholstery

fabrics provides a visual interpretation of music
through a juxtapesition of color and geometric
form. Reverb features four energetic patterns
that employ a bright and contemporary colar
palette—Staccato, Crescendo, Sonata Stripe, and
Sync—which were each scaled for mix-and-match
combinations. The bleach-cleanable collection
has been engineered for both indoor and outdoor
use, is certified to the NSF/ANSI 336 sustainability
standard, and is Greenguard certified.
arc-com.com

32. Koleksiyon: Plan

Space 11-132

Conceived by Italian design studio Metrica

for Koleksiyon, Plan is a collection of coffee
tables and seating solutions designed for
workspaces and common areas. With the ability
to adjust its layout and design based on individual
needs, Plan encourages the end-user to engage
with the comprehensive collection’s varied array
of combinations, offering endless opportunity
for new interpretation and functionality.
koleksiyon.us

33. SitOnit Seating: Movi

Space 1150

SitOnit Seating has launched the Movi line of
nesting chairs to offer the comfort of task seating
in a sleek, compact form with a flip-up seat that
accommodates easy storage. Designed with

14 degrees of flexibility at the hip, the lightweight
chairs distribute pressure evenly across the

back and seat. Movi features three models that
are offered with 12 mesh hues, three frame colors,
and a broad array of textile options.

sitonit.net

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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I

| 34. Okamura: Tiered Bench

| Space 11-124
A new addition to Okamura’s Alt Piazza
collection, the modular Tiered Bench consists
of a geometric array of semi- and quarter-circle
configurations, as well as linear options that
allow for numerous structural possibilities.
The benches—offered in a choice of black

or white frames—are available in woodgrain

laminates and fl.l”v upholstered alternatives.

okamura-us.com §
i -

35. Momentum Textiles:

Felderman Keatinge Collection

Space 11106

The Los Angeles-based husband-and-wife
team of Stanley Felderman and Nancy Keatinge
has collaborated with the Momentum Design
Studio on a vibrant collection of upholstery
textiles. With expressive colorways defined

by a dialogue of deep tones contrasted with
bright accent hues, the collection incorporates
five lively patterns—Cityscape, Site Line, Memary,
Spontaneous, and Rush Hour—that each speak
to the visual cues and sensory experiences that
inspire the design duo’s boundless creativity.
momtex.com

contract
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36. KI: Tattoo

Space 1181

KI's Tattoo collection contains two mobile
screening options—Spine and Flex—that enable
individualized privacy contral. Offered in widths
that range between 48 and 96 inches, the screens
come in varying heights of over & feet. Flex
screens boast a unique foot design that allows
them to stand either independently or
perpendicular to Spine screens, which feature

an enclosed or elevated base. The customizable
collection can be complemented by a host

of optional insert panels.

ki.com

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

37. Versa Wallcovering: Balliano

Space 11-113

With stylized geometric features and
silkembossments, the Balliano Type Il viny|
walleovering collection is distinguished

by ahand-painted aesthetic and a softly
agedappearance. Versa Wallcovering's
latestintroduction is offered in 12 colorways
thatrange from neutrals to bold hues,

and isNSF 342 certified.
versawallcovering.com

38. Sedia Systems: Gnosi

Space 11-121

Inspired by the flowing lines of Russell Secrest’s
sculptural Danish modern fountain located in
Chicago, the multipurpose Gnosi chair features an
organic geometry of continuous curves conceived
by industrial designer Marcelo Alegre for Sedia
Systems. Gnosi's polypropylene shell is available
in seven colors, while frame finish optiens include
chrome, black, and white. Boasting eight base
options, the collection includes fixed seating
applications with jury, swing-away, and beam
bases, in addition to four-leg, sled, task, stool,
wire base and collaborative versions.
sediasystems.com
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6th and 14th Floors

39. Mike Bell Inc. & Westwater Patterson:

Out of the Ashes

Space 613

Out of the Ashes, from Mike Bell Inc. & Westwater
Patterson, is a bark and concrete architectural
surface made from the bark of Emerald Ash Borer
affected trees. The bark was peeled from the trees,
flattened, and either abraded or filled with
concrete and polished. The resulting surface is
eco-friendly and has limitless applications from
tabletops to buffets, benches, or wallcoverings.
Custom textures and sizes available.
mikebellonline.com

/

40

40, Gloster: Atmosphere
Space 1451

Danish designer Cecilie Manz conceived Gloster's
Atmosphere collection—which is comprised of a
series of outdoor dining and seating components
that share slim lines and curved upholstered arms
and backs—to offer a welcoming and relaxed
milieu for informal interaction. Atmosphere

s il S

by weath : powd
frames, teak, and self-supporting upholstered
panels. Atmosphere’s upholstery fabrics

are offered in 14 distinct colorways.
gloster.com

T
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NEOCON*® 2018

Members Of Where to Eat

the local design

community share

the city’s must-

visit restaurants,

bars,shops, and  ceibieco princise, chcege consier

“Pusedtolive in Pilsen. | love this neighborhood. One of

.

h Idden ge ms theBestréstaurants is Sky. Go for the Japanese gem
salagithedlaine lobster dumplings, and the cornbread
madeleines. And pair it all with the Cremant (who

doesn'tlike pink bubbles?).”

John Rouse

Partner, Perception Studio

“At Piccolo Sogno you'll find the best outdoor space in
the city and the food is outstanding. Across the street
is Maillard Tavern and they serve the best burger in
town. And for big martinis and world-class sushi, go to
NoMi Garden on the rooftop of Park Hyatt.”

SKY

I2SSWNEth St.
(312)846-1077
skyreéstaurantchicago.com

Richard Kincaid
Investor and Managing Member, Sagegreenlife

“l love to recommend Restaurant Row, a lively stretch
off of Randolph Street in the West Loop. bellyQ is one
of my favorite places to eat: Chef Bill Kim's creative
take on traditional ramen dishes brings out the bold
flavors of Korean food, and the atmosphere makes
every meal a memorable one.”

BELLYQ

1400 W. Randolph St.
(312) 563-1010
bellygchicago.com

By Sofia Zimmerman

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

PICCOLO SOGNO

464 N, Halsted

(312) 421-0077
piccolosognorestaurant.com

MAILLARD TAVERN
494 N. Milwaukee
(312) 766-2727
maillardtavern.com

NOMI GARDEN

800 N. Michigan

(312) 335-1234
chicago.park.hyatt.com

Hillary DeGroff

Associate, Perkins Eastman

“You'd be missing out if you visit Chicago and didn't try
one of our amazing restaurants. We have the best in
the country (sorry NYCY. If you really want to get a
locals-only experience, head up to Logan Square.
Lula's is a LSQ neighborhood staple.”

LULA'S

2537 N. Kedzie Blvd
773-489-9554
lulacafe.com

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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NEOCON*® 2018

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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Where to Stay

John Salzmann

Principal and Architect, Eastlake Studio

“It's a bit of a hike from Rogers Park to the Merchandise
Mart, but if you are adventurous and your group is
looking for an unusual place to stay, the Emil Bach
House is one of the few Frank Lloyd Wright designed
homes where you can actually spend the night.”

EMIL BACH HOUSE
7415 N, Sheridan Reoad
(773) 654-3959
emilbachhouse.com
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exhibitor list

Exhibitor list current as of 5/2/18.

2/90 Sign Systems
2020
3form

9to5 Seating

A.Rudin

Abet, Inc.

Aceray LLC

AlS

Allermuir

Allsteel

Altro USA, Inc

ALUR

Amazing Magnets
American Biltrite
American Chic, Inc. / Jiangsu kaili Carpet Co., Ltd.
AMQ Solutions, LLC
Amtico

Anacara Company
Andreu World
ANJIWEIYIFURNITURECOLTD
ANT Tile

APCO Sign Systems
apure.

Aquafil USA

Arc-Com

Arcadia

Architex

Arconas

AresLine Spa

Armstrong Flooring

Arold

Arper

Artifox

Artisan Electronics Group
ASM Modular Systems Inc.
Aspecta by Metroflor
Atelier Gary Lee

Atlas Carpet Mills

Avery Boardman, Ltd.

B&T DESIGN

Baker Furniture

Barbican Architectural Products
BARESQUE

BAST Surfaces

BBF

BEAUFURNLLC

30
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NeoCon will showcase more than 770 exhibitors of products for commercial
interiors, occupying more than 1 million square feet within theMART.
The following is a list of exhibitors known as of May 2. Visit neocon.com

for the most up-to-date list.

BeCode USA, Inc.

Behr Process Corporation
Bella Flooring Group
Benjamin Moore

Bentley

Bespoke Creative
BESTVIEW INTERNATIONAL
BIFMA

BiSemA Corporation

Black + Decker Lighting / Amax Inc.
Bobrick Washroom Equipment
Boral Stone Products LLC
Borgo Contract Seating
Boss Design

Boss Office Products Inc.
BRADLEY

Bradley Corporation

Brado Contract

Brentano

Bretford

The Bright Group
BuzziSpace

C.R.Laurence Co,, Inc.

Cabot Wrenn

CAIl Designs

Calligaris

Cambridge Sound Management

Camira Fabrics

Carnegie

Carolina

CARVART

CBC Flooring

Cegano SmartTable

Centennial Woods LLC

Century Furniture

Century Tile Distributors

CF Stinson

CFGroup / Falcon / Thenet / Shelby Williams
Chameleon Power

Changzhou Tianan Nikoda Electronic Company, LTD
Chemetal

Chen-Source Inc.

CHIEF

Chilewich

Cixi Mingye Communicating & Electronic Co., Ltd
Claridge Products

Clarus

CO.FE.MO Industrie S.R.L.

Coalesse

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Comfordy Enterprises Corporation
Community

Comp Sit Inc.

Compatico

Composite Panel A

Concertex

Configura, Inc.

Congoleum Corportation
Connectrac

ConSet America
Construction Specialties Inc
Contract Wall Solutions
Cowtan & Tout

CP Furniture Systems
Crossuville, Inc.

D |13 Group

D.L.Couch

DACASSO

DACO CORPORATION / Achaia Group
DARRAN Furniture
Datacolor

Dataflex International BV
DatesWeiser

Dauphin

David Edward

David Sutherland Showroom
Davis Furniture

Dawon Chairs Co.

De Vorm

deAurora

Decca Contract

DEDON Inec.

Designers Linen Source, Inc
DesignTex

Dessin Fournir Companies
Desso, A Tarkett Company
Diesco

Digilock

Dinoflex Group LP

Donghia, Inc.

Dorel Business

Doug Mockett & Co.

dTank

DuChateau / American Guild
DuPont

Duralee

DVOUSA

Dyson

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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Elnk

Eastern Global Corporation
Ebanista

ECA/Dekko

ECi DDMS & TeamDesign
Edelman Leather

EF Contract

Egan Visual

eisysINC
Electro-LuminX Lighting
Emagispace

Emeco

emuamericas, lic

Encore Seating

Enwork

ergoErgo

Ergolab

Ergotron, Inc.

ESI Ergonomic Solutions
Eugene Stoltzfus Furniture Design
Eureka Ergonomic
Euro-Locks
Eurotech/Raynor

Evoko

EVOline

Evolve Furniture Group
Eykon Design Resources
ezoBord

Fabricut, Inc.

Falcon

Ferrell Mittman
FitDesk LLC
Fixtures Furniture
Flash Furniture
FLEXCO

FloorFolio Industries
Floover World, S.L.
Florida Tile
Fluidconcepts & Design Inc. / Inline Systems
Food Services
Formaspace LP
Formica Corporation
Forward Space : Studio
Framery

Frasch
FreeAxez,LLC
Friant & Associates
FSRInc.
FurnitureLab

Gantner Technologies
Gardner Glass Products
Garrett Leather Corp.

The Garrison Collection
Geiger International

George Smith

Ghent

GLOBAL FURNITURE GROUP
GLOBALcare

Gloster

GMi Companies

Grassoler

Great Openings / Sparkeology
Green Furniture Concept
Green Hides Leather Studio
Green Mood

Gressco

Gross Stabil Corp.

Groupe Lacasse - Commercial
Groupe Lacasse - Healthcare

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

Guangzhou Woshi Furniture Co., Ltd.
Gunlocke

H Contract

HALCON

Hamilton Sinkler

Harvest Link International Pte. Ltd.
Haworth

Haworth Health Environments
HEBF & HBF Textiles

Heller

Herman Miller

Herman Miller Healthcare / Nemschoff
Hero Design LLC

Hickory Chair | Pearson | Henredon
Hirsh Industries

HNI

Holland & Sherry

Holland Bar Stool

Holly Hunt

HON Company, The

HOWE

HPD Collaborative

HPFI

Humanscale

ICF

ICF Group

Ideal Products Inc
IDEON

idesk

IGUS Inc.

Indiana Furniture
Innovant
Innovations
Innovative

InPro

Inscape

Integra

Intensa

Interface

Interior Crafts, Inc.
interiors+sources Materials Pavilion
Interstuhl

Invision

IOPC Medular Millwork
ITOKI Corporation
IVARS USA

J. Marshall Design
J.Robert Scott

J+J Flooring Group
Jabbrrbox

JANUS et Cie

Jasper Group

Jean de Merry

John Rosselli & Associates
Johnsonite, A Tarkett Company
Jsi

JumpSport

Junckers Hardwood

Kinetex
Knoll

Knii Contract | La-Z-Boy Contract Furniture

Koleksiyon

Konceptinc.

Kore Design, LLC

Koroseal Interior Products
Kravet Inc.

Krug

KWALU

La-Z-Boy Contract Furniture
Lacasse

LALIQUE Design

Lanark Wallcoverings
Lapchi Rug Design Studio
Lead Retrieval - QRLeadr
Lee Jofa

LeftbankArt

Legrand

Leland International

Lesro Industries

Lilly Kral Materials

LINAK

Linea Italia

Lloyd Flanders Inc.

Loctek Ergonomics
LOFTwall

LOGICDATA North America, Inc.
LogiSon Acoustic Network
Lonseal Flooring
LoomSource

Luceplan USA, Inc.

Luna Textiles

LUUM

LUX LED Lighting

m.a.d. FURNITURE DESIGN
Maars Living Walls
Made Goods

Magnuson Group
Maharam

Mamava

Mannington Commercial
Marshall Furniture, Inc.
Martin Brattrud
Martin-Wood, Inc.
Masland Contract

Matrex - A Leggett & Platt Company / Knitmasters

Maya Romanoff

Mayer Fabrics

Mayline and Safco

Meadows Technology Group

Metal Work Internacional SA De CV
Michael - Cleary

Michael Taylor Coll

Mike Bell, Inc. & Westwater Patterson
Mikomax Smart Office

Milliken

Minted - Art

Mohawk Group

K&B Galleries, Ltd.

Kaidi Electrical
Karndean Designflooring
KEHONG

Keilhauer

KFl Seating

Khameleon Software

Kl

Kindel Grand Rapids

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

M tum Group
Momentum Textiles
Moore & Giles
Muraflex

MyMeosaic Inc.

Naava Inc.

NappaTile

Narbutas Furniture Company
Mational Lighting Corp.

contract

92/145



7/31/26, 9:19 AM

NEOCON*® 2018

National Wood Solutions
Naughtone

Nemschoff

Neocase

Nevers Industries, Inc.
Nienkamper

Nightingale Corp.

Ningbo Aoke Office Equipment Co., Ltd.
Nock Ped

Noure’s Oriental Rugs, Inc.
Novus - More Space Systems
Nucraft

Nvision

NxtWall Architectural Walls

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

Scalamandré
Scandinavian Spaces
Schiuter Systems L.P.
Schumacher / Patterson, Flynn & Martin
Schwinn Hardware, Inc.
Scott Group Studio
Seatply Products Inc.
Sectis Design

Sedia Systems
Segis-USA
Sempergreen

Senator

Sensitile Systems
Series Seating

OBJECT CARPET
Office Specialty
Office Star Products
Offices To Go
OfficeSource

OFM

OFS Brands

Ojmar

Okamura

oM

OMT-Veyhl

Osborne & Little
Ottlite Technologies, Inc.

Pallas Textiles

Patcraft

Patra

Paul Ferrante

peerhatch

Peter Pepper Products
Philips Lighting

Pindler

Platinum Visual Systems
POLARMOSS USA
Polimeier

PPG Paints

Premio Smart Conference Table
Prismatique Designs Ltd.
Procedo Flooring
ProjectMatrix

PS Furniture

Pulse Design

Quadrille Fabrics and Wallpapers
Quartz Master

Radford University Department of Design
Rain Design Inc.

Raskin industries

Regency, Inc

Richard Norton Gallery, LLC

Richlite Company

Rigidized Metals Corporation

Riviera

Robert Allen | Beacon Hill

ROMO

Roppe Corporation

Rouillard

RT London

Rug Import | Pouya Antique Rug Gallery

SAMHONGSA
| & Sons P: ie
Sandler Seating
SAOSEN FURNITURE
SBFI

32

Shi ialty Floors Inc
Shaw Contract

Shelby Williams
Sherwin-Williams

Sileather

Silence Business Solutions
SiSErgo

Sitmatic

SitOnlt Seating/IDEON

Six Degrees Flooring Surfaces
SIXINCH

SKYFOLD

Skyline Design-Architectural Glass
Sloan

Smartblock Oy

Smarter Surfaces

Smith & Fong Co. Plyboo
Smith Graphics, Inc.

Smith System

SnapCab

SNOWSOUND

SonicWall Smart

Sossego | Modern Brazilian Design
Source International
Source One

Source Workspace LLC
Spacesaver Corporation
Spec Furniture

Speech Privacy Systems
Spinneybeck | FilzFelt
Stabilus Inc.

Stacy Garcia Fabric

Stacy Garcia Wallcovering
Stairnosing.com

Stance Healthcare
Standing InOvation

Stark Carpet Corp.

Steel Cabinets USA
Steelcase

Steelcase Education
Steelcase Health

Stikwood

Stimex Inc.

StonePeak Ceramics
Studio Source Wallcovering
Studio TK

StudioCraft

Style Library

Stylex

Summit International Flooring
Sunbrella Contract
SurfaceWorks

Surya

Sustainable Materials LLC
Swiftspace Inc.

Symbiote, Inc.

Symmetry Office

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Tai Ping | Edward Fields | La Manufacture Cogolin
TAJ Flooring, Inc.
Takeform

Tandus Centiva, A Tarkett Company
Tarkett

TAWA Pro Flooring
TECSOMUSA

Teknion

Textus

Thonet

ThreeH

Tile By Design, LLC
TiIMOTION

Tonon

TOOULTD

Tower Wallcovering
Tred-MOR /Leggett & Platt
Tretford Americas
TRI-KES

Trinity Furniture
Tufenkian Carpets

Tuohy Furniture
Turnstone

uL

Unbuilt

Unika Vaev

United Chair
Upofloor & Kahrs

US Vinyl Wallcovering

Vale

Varier

VERSA CONCEPTLLC
Versa Wallcovering
Versteel

via seating

Vinyl Institute
Virco, Inc.

Vitra

VividBoard

VS America

Waddell
14 Liahting ¢
WallsNeedLove
Watson
Watson Smith Carpet - Rugs - Hard Surfaces
‘Wickham Hardwood Flooring
WIELAND
Willow Tex, LLC
Wilsonart
Wintex Co. Ltd.
Wolf-Gordon
Woodlook
Workrite Ergonomics

Lol |

X Chair
Xtreme Interior Architectural Solutions

Zenbooth
Zhejiang Ji g Linear Motion Technology Co., Ltd.

Official NeoCon* Product Preview
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SitOnlt « Seating® @ neocon / showroom 1150

1
IDEON

Made in
California.

Designed

sitonit.net
ideondesign.
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FIXT Kimball

POLISHED URBAN AESTHETIC THAT SPANS MODERN DESIGN KIMBALL.COM / WORK YOUR WAY
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work.
improvised.

/

For the planned or
impromptu, Cesto, designed
by Khodi Feiz, is a mobile
collection of seating and
occasional tables that
offers a nimble approach
to social gatherings.

=/
studio | \

NeoCon 2018 / studiotk.com
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th

10

presented by contract

Jannua
interiors

awards

What to enter

Any interior that was occupied
or first open for business no
earlier than January 1, 2017.

How to enter

Visit contractdesign.com/
interiorsawards by September
12, 2018, to find more
information on the entry
requirements and to upload
your entry. You can also view
the winners of the 2017
Interiors Awards.

callfor entries

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Categories

01 Large Office (25,000 sf+)
02 Small Office (up to 25,000 sf)
03 Hotel

04 Restaurant

05 Healthcare

06 Retail

07 Education

08 Public/Civic

09 Showroom/Exhibit

10 Sports/Entertainment
11Spa/Fitness

12 Historic Restoration

13 Adaptive Reuse

14 Sustainable (Green) Design
15 Lobby Repositioning

16 Student

If youwin

You and your client

will be honored at the 40th
Annual Interiors Awards
Breakfast in New York
January 2019, Your project
will also be published

in the January/February
2019 issue of Contract
magazine.

Jury
An all-star jury will be
announced this summer.

Visit
contractdesign.com/
interiorsawards

to learn more and to enter.

deadline 09.12.18
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KEILHAUER

untucked

untucked™

The new soft contract collection from
the concepts

of individuality and collaboration that

apply to today's casual workspace.

Designed by EOOS / Made by Keilhauer
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FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENTS THAT ARE Welcome guests to a
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY. comforting space with
environmentally friendly

B0 and fully recyclable flooring

options from Roppe.
Visit us at NeoCon 2018
to preview some of our
newest items.

PROFILED WALL BASE SYSTEM™ - Wood base look,
resilient base advantages.

\USA

32 NEW COLORS! RUBBER SHEET AND TILE -
Natural resilience, exceptional wear resistance and dimensional
stability for high-traffic areas.

O Visit us at NeoCon Booth #7-8106 D] | .
and see product installations at the PREFABRICATED BASE = Puncture:proof reinforced base for the
s ofe longest life-cycle and easiest maintenance for sheet flooring installations,
Matel’lals PaVIllOI‘I #7'1 000 FlashCove™ Prefabricated Bases Inc. is a division of Roppe Holding Company.
proudly made in the roppe.com R O I I E ]

V MEMBER R'L’:‘ 1.800.537.9527 Proven. Flooring. Experiences.
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VISIT US AT

NeoConr

SHOWROOM 1035

fashion fgrward

workplace Introducing Moda!™ Fashion is forward in this beautifully executed new seating
global education series designed by Sava Cvek. The polished aluminum frame can be specified
healthcare with a mix of leg finishes including wood grain textures and shimmering solids.

1.800.220.1900 USA  1.877.446.2251 CAN GLOBALFURNITUREGROUP.COM
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& MY NAME IS FL@T &

Y

Designer - Martin Ballendat 9

BEND ME AND | BECOME A CHAIR

SANDLERSEATING sandlerseating.com
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ynamic
~ Workplaces

PHOTOGRAPHY: GARRETT

As the design of workspaces coniﬁ'ﬁi es to evolve, we showcase key
examples in the tech, insurnnce,' l{nertalnmant. travel, and nonprofit
sectors. Each office tells a distinct b\rancl story with refined yet relaxed
design that offers its employees a space to work—both independently

and collaboratively idst all the forts of home. Sony Music Nashville's
country-cool office (page 66) by Hasﬁnga\i-Architeciu re fosters creativity
and collaboration. NBBJ's data-driven design for Delta Dental (page 72)
breaks down barriers and encourages innovation. 1A unveils a vibrant space
for Virgin Voyages (page 76), reflecting the bold vision of the new cruise
division of the Virgin Group. Studio O+A returns to Cisco Meraki’s San
Francisco office (page 84) for a gracefully executed expansion. STUDIOS
Architecture delivers a multipurpose, silo-free hub for the Urban Land
Institute (page 88). The best workplaces today go beyond open plans and
breakout areas—fostering culture, community, and creativity.

contract
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'WORKPLACE

Hastings Architecture Associates designs a relaxed
yet sophisticated workplace that honors country legends
while embracing the future of Music City

By Murrye Bernard, AlA
Photography
by Eric Laignel

=
7
E:
5=
i
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The lcon wall at Sony
Music Nashville’s new
26,000-square-foot space
honors influential

country music stars
associated with the label
using bold black-and-white
wallcovering treatments.
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T+ R
il

Reception
Listening Room
Conference Room
Executive Retreat
Office

contractdesign.com
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In recent years, the music industry has changed
dramatically. This is especially true for the country
genre and its unofficial capital, Nashville, Tennessee,
where Music Row has been the heart of the city's
entertainment industry since the 1950s. Large
corporations have continually acquired smaller labels
while streamlining operations, from staffing to real
estate holdings. This has led many labels and other
entertainment companies to seek leasable space
in neighborhoods outside of Music Row.

The country division of Sony Music
Entertainment, Sony Music Nashville (SMN), which
has acquired the Nashville branches of RCA, Columbia,
and Avrista, recently sold its Music Row building and
moved into a 26,000-square-foot space spanning
the entire 13th floor of a new 15-story glass tower,
1201 Demonbreun, in the nearby Gulch neighborhood.
A former industrial and railway hub located southwest
of downtown, the Gulch has been transformed into
a trendy, upscale destination and has attracted
several other entertainment companies.

“A lot of labels don't want to own buildings
anymore and just want to be in the business of music,”
says David M. Powell, principal at local firm Hastings
Architecture Associates. SMN engaged Hastings
to design the interiors of its new office, which
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The reception area (opposite,
top) features modern
artwork in Sony's signature
color scheme. The 13th floor
offers views of the office's
new spot in the growing
Gulch neighborhood (left).

A quote from country music
legend Waylon Jennings
provides inspiration (bottom)
and bold wallcoverings
accentuate a central corridor
(opposite, bottom).

was familiar territory for the firm: Hastings had
previously created a master plan for the block and
designed the core and shell of 1201 Demonbreun
as well as several tenant interiors.

Early in the design process, SMN appointed
Randy Goodman as chairman and CEOQ, and he
requested a vibrant new workplace that mirrored his
aspirations for the company, focusing on transparency,
creativity, and collaboration.

“Since Randy took the helm at SMN,
he has provided a clear connection to our past,
an understanding of the present, and a vision for
our future,” says Ken Robold, executive vice president
and COO at SMN. “His first remarks to our staff were
about the new chapters we will write in the storied
history of Sony Music. We provided a copy of these
remarks to Hastings. They became a key source
of design inspiration for the project, and you can
see them reflected throughout the space.”

An open office with acoustically

reinforced retreats

To support SMN's evolving culture, Hastings provided
expansive open office areas as well as enclosed spaces,
such as breakout rooms, conference rooms, and phone
booths. “A record label workspace is all about music,
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Key Design Highlights

The office is a mix of open

and enclosed spaces, including
four corner retreat rooms that
boast the best views and offer
ideal settings for meetings
between executives, artists,
and clients.

Exposed concrete floors,
ceilings, and columns, as well
as building systems, give the
space a relaxed feel.

A Johnny Cash-themed
conference room features
along live edge wood table
and a custom wallcovering
that maps soundwaves
extracted from his music.

In the listening room,
designed by Nashville acoustic
engineer Steven Durr, acoustic
panels wrapped in red fabric
line the walls and tiered ceiling,
and are enhanced by several
comfortable sofas and chairs.
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Sony Music Nashville

Architect and Interior Designers
Hastings Architecture
AssociatesLLC

Client Sony Music Nashville

Where Nashville, Tennessee

‘What 26,500 square feet
on one floor

Cost/sf Withheld at client’s
request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or visit
contractdesign.com.

s0 you might imagine that everyone needs private
offices, but the truth is that it's not so different from
most other office types,” Powell says.

Furnished with sit-stand desks, the open office
area is pushed to the perimeter, taking advantage of
daylight and views through floor-to-ceiling windows,
while flexible workstations are located toward the center.

“The openness has changed our communication
style,” Robold says. “Proximity instantly improves
collaboration; quick answers can be obtained in person
rather than through email. Face-to-face interactions
have become commonplace; therefore, discussions
are more inclusive, creative, and robust.”

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro
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An airy conference room
honors country music legend
Johnny Cash (opposite, top).
The open office area offers
daylight and views with pops
of Sony’s signature red
(opposite, bottom) and
playful lighting and beautiful
feature walls make fora
casual hangout in the Hub
Cafe (left).

While most enclosures were built using standard country artists who have been associated with

the label throughout its history, including Willy Nelson,

Keith Whitley, Dolly Parton, Ronnie Milsap, and Kris

Kristofferson, as well as a quote from Waylon Jennings.
The tensions between raw and refined and

nostalgia and progressiveness are further reflected

in the designs of two showcase spaces: a large, Johnny

Cash-themed conference room and a sumptuous

listening room, designed in collaboration with renowned

construction methods, some spaces, such as listening
booths for artists and repertoire (A&R) staff to play
music—often loudly—for musicians and clients,
required more robust acoustic isolation, like specially
designed partitions and acoustical door seals.

Adapting global branding to a relaxed locale
Hastings exposed architectural features and painted
most ceilings and walls white. The white walls offered Nashville acoustic engineer Steven Durr.
blank canvases upon which abstracted graphics were Throughout the office, photographs highlight
applied to incorporate Sony Music branding, particularly  SMN's current artists, including Miranda Lambert, Kane
splashes of red, the company’s signature color. Brown, Brad Paisley, Maren Morris, and Luke Combs.
“The design shows respect for the label’s “The office offers a great blend of the past and future,”
tremendous history but also acknowledges that Sony Robold says. “When Dolly Parton or Johnny Cash
is a global, forward-looking company on the cutting first started out, | bet that they would never have
edge of technology,” Powell says. The architects imagined people taking selfies in front of their
infused the interiors with elements that capture the
unique vibe of Nashville without coming across as
stereotypical or hokey. They coined the term “relaxed
sophistication” to describe their design approach.

In the lobby, bold red and black wallcoverings
convey the Sony Music brand in a modern, playful way.
Front-of-house zones—the reception area, boardroom,
listening room, and Hub cafe—are connected by a
central corridor with an “icon wall” depicting legendary

pictures on our icon walll” e
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AtDelta Dental’s nﬂ'n.v
NBBJ-designed headquarters,
occupying threafloorsofa /
LEED-rated building in
Seattle’s Lake Union
neighborhood, prominent
stairwells with open, glass
walls maintain social
connections.
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DeltaDental

By Brian Libby
Photography

by Sean Airhart,
courtesy of NBBJ
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The NBBJ-designed interior for the Seattle insurer is open,
colorful, light-filled—and tailored to employee needs

Delta Dental

Architect NBBJ

Client Delta Dental
of Washington

Where Seattle, Washington

‘What 62,500 square feet
on three floors

Cost/sf Withheld
at client’s request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or visit
contractdesign.com.
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Seventh Floor

Perhaps more than any physical or spatial design
feature, creating a new headquarters for Seattle-based
insurer Delta Dental of Washington was all about
employee involvement: not simply attending a few
meetings at project kickoff, but building a truly
immersive process that began long before any design
or even site selection.

“The company had been talking for quite
a while about the culture we need to make sure we're
competing in a changing industry,” explains Karen
Aliabadi, who directs human resource strategy at Delta
Dental. “It was more about culture than brick and
mortar.” But as a result of involving employees at every
level, “We made decisions we didn’t think we were
going to make,” she adds, “about everything from
location to furniture.”

Breaking down barriers
Their eventual architect, NBBJ, spent a year
gathering data and listening. “We engaged face-
to-face and online with folks to learn about their
current workplace experience and how the building
played a role in their doing their job,” says NBBJ
principal Kelly Griffin. “We did workshops to understand
what people’s work days were like. We deployed
a survey with ninety-eight percent response rate:
I'd never seen that before. There was a lot of
motivation from folks.”

Moving from a 1980s office building in
the suburbs with high-walled cubicles, the company
sought a more collaborative and flexible space.

“We wanted to reduce silos,” Aliabadi says. “We talked
about bringing everyone together and collaborating.”
NBBJ summarized the design strategy in a series
of goals: break down barriers; make the bigger

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

vision visible; enable staff to overcome fear

of change and taking risks; promote an optimistic
point of view for the future of the industry; support
individual needs; and leave healthier than

you arrived.

Delta Dental’s offices in Seattle’s burgeoning
South Lake Union neighborhood occupy three floors
of a new LEED-rated building with a long, narrow form.
To maintain social connections between floors, the
design makes its stairways prominent and open,
surrounding them with glass walls. “The first thing you
see when you walk into the space is a stair. It invites
you to go from the reception area to the floors below,”
NBBJ architect Ben Spicer explains. This leads to a
series of collaborative areas. “You don't see a big fancy
conference room or a stodgy boardroom when you
walk in,” Griffin says. “You see an active space where
innovation is happening. The point is, we're changing
the way people think about dental insurance.”

Collaboration and color

With natural light coming from one glass-walled

side of the building (offering views of the nearby
Space Needle), the design shifts the main circulation
spine to this edge. Along this “promenade,” as it’s
called, is the company’s design studio and an adjacent
cafe-lounge; together they become one large space
with the opening of a garage door in between. Along
the promenade are also a series of smaller meeting
spaces, known as “huddle eddies” denoted with
washes of bright primary colors unifying floor, ceiling,
and furniture. “In the huddles, color is very important
to get us out of our workspaces and thinking
differently about different problems,” Aliabadi says.
Equipped with whiteboards, directional lighting,
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NBBJ sought to break down
barriers for workers by
reducing cubicle space
(bottom left) and opening up
the office to more flexible
working environments that
are comfortable and modern
(right), with plenty of natural
light, exposed concrete
ceilings, and convenient
whiteboards throughout
(bottom right). Stand-up
meeting bars, pops of color,
and informal seating
characterize the many
collaborative meeting spaces;
the light-filled main
“promenade” of the office; and
a fun garage door connects
the cafe-lounge with the
design studio (opposite,
clockwise from top).
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Key Design Highlights

The Seattle-based dental
insurance company moved
from a cubicle-centric office

in the suburbs to a LEED-rated
building in the burgeoning
South Lake Union neighborhood.

Architect and interior design
team NBB.J gathered data from
employees for a year to learn
about space usage and needs.

Open, glass-walled stairways
help maintain interaction
between the office’s three floors,
and one glass-walled side of the
building offers views of Seattle’s
Space Needle.

Distinctive material patterns,
pops of color, and stand-up
meeting bars highlight
collaborative meeting spaces
and encourage out-of-the-box
thinking.

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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and loose seating, they encourage informal
interactions. The designers also added stand-up
meeting bars at every cluster of workstations.

Although the team sought to maintain the
raw palette of the exposed concrete ceiling and floors,
designers used distinctive material patterning, lighting,
and pops of color to aid in wayfinding and highlighting
individual space. A second circulation path down the
middle of the space, for instance, features hanging
perforated metal ceiling panels, which also improve
acoustics. The stair treads and reception desk are clad
with humble laminated-strand lumber, which is “a bit like
plywood except it's denser and more durable,” Spicer
says. “With a little sand and sealant, it becomes beautiful”
Common areas make use of colorful fabrics for seating
and oversized lighting fixtures over collaborative
working areas help “clarify that space,” he says.

With employees giving up larger, more private
cubicles for an open-office configuration, Delta Dental
leadership anticipated an adjustment period or
some degree of pushback, but it hasn't happened.

“Employees have embraced the building,” Aliabadi
says. “You can probably work in about 50 different
places on these three floors.”

And, says Griffin, “Just the act of inclusion
and giving people a voice in the process helps dissipate
alot of concerns. The fact that they are being listened
to and contributed to the design, | think that goes
along way" e
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WORKPLACE

By Jean Nayar
Photography
by Robin Hill

IA designs a forward-looking space for the soon-
to-launch cruise division of Sir Richard Branson’s
pioneering Virgin Group
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The entry ve le of the
Virgin Voyagell office
surrounds vis

with bright,
colorful light-§a sneak peek

of the vibrancfjand energy
found inside.
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Virgin Voyages

Architect

1A Interior Architects

Client Virgin Voyages

‘Where Plantation, Florida

What 35,000 square feet

on two floors

Cost/sf $75

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or visit
contractdesign.com.
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The energetic entry tunnel
changes colors (opposite,
top), setting the tone for the
rest of the space. The
reception area features along
desk that echoes the angles
of a ship (opposite, bottom),
and purple ottomansand a
vibrant red conference room
nod to the playfulness of the
Virgin brand (above).
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Given his taste for adventure, it's hardly surprising

that the headquarters for Sir Richard Branson’s
latest venture would radiate a sense of energy
and excitement. Scheduled to debut in 2020, Virgin
Voyages will expand the multi-faceted travel
component of the legendary entrepreneur’s Virgin
Group beyond its established imprint on land, air,
and space by venturing into the sea with a line

of cruise ships. And the offices for this new enterprise,
designed by IA’s Miami-based team, inventively
reflect the unique spirit of this addition to the
maverick Virgin brand.

A flexible office space with room to grow

The new workspace, completed in December 2017,
also achieves a broader mission to expand the new
company over time. Located on one and a half floors
of an office building in Plantation, Florida, the first
phase of the freshly completed office currently houses
102 employees, known in-house as “crew members,”
who range from ship designers and engineers to hotel
operations, sales and marketing, and human resources
personnel. “When we started the design process

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

there were 32 crew members, but we expect to be
close to 470 people when we're done,” says Michelle
Bentube, Virgin Voyage's vice president of shoreside
operations and program management. In anticipation,
the designers created a master plan that will allow
the staff to grow as the business grows, and ultimately
expand to another full floor to occupy a total 69,000
square feet.

The most important mandate from the
leadership at Virgin, however, was that the overall
design evocatively reflects the brand with intangible
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WORKPLACE

Inthe common eating area,
classic red phone booths

s 1 4

F Y
Sir Richard Branson’s British
heritage (above). Playful wall
art, lighting, and games
reinforce the brand's
fun-loving ethos (opposite).
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qualities that go beyond form. “When we were working
with the architects, we thought about what drives
our own people when they're designing a ship,” says
Bentubo. “Some of the words that came to

mind were ‘innovative, ‘vibrant, and ‘electric,

and we wanted to bring those qualities to our
offices,” she explains. In response, the design team
crafted a work environment that merges two
identities—that of the new Virgin Voyages venture
as well as the larger Virgin Group, which controls
more than 400 companies. It also responds to other

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

pragmatic demands from the client, including
incorporating a mix of both collaborative and focused
workspaces as well as what Bentubo refers to as

“purposeful flexibility.”

The design team used color, light, and materials
to shape a variety of moods and spaces that serve
a multiplicity of purposes. “The moment you
step off the elevator, you walk into a vestibule
surrounded with light that changes colors and
signals the vibrant energy of the company,” says
Adam Treisser, IA's project manager for the design.
Upon entering the reception area, a tric of purple
leather ottomans and a bold, red conference room
immediately project the dominant colors of the Virgin
brand, he adds. “At the same time, the angles of the
long reception desk across from the red room tie into
the angles of a ship and echo the DNA of the Virgin
Voyages brand,” says Gisselle Amador, |A’s interior
designer on the project.

Thoughtful design captures a sense of adventure

Several other playful design gestures enhance
the Virgin vacabulary and reinforce the brand

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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WORKPLACE

Key Design Highlights e

With flexibility at the heart R

of its design, the space boasts e = o
collaborative and focused Y
workspaces.

A vibrant vestibule and bold, o
red conference room, which
also opens up to serve as an
event space or multipurpose
gathering area, welcome guests
to the office.

Subdued nautical references— —
from beach-y textures to rattan I

accents—juxtapose the bright il . |
color used throughout the z Y |
space.

British-inspired phone il 1 ‘i;‘q 3 =i
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Balancing the red used
throughout the space, clean
white and sea-inspired colors
and neutral furnishings
underscore the company’s
nautical theme (opposite, top).
Open work spaces devoid of
dividing panels encourage
interaction (opposite,
bottom). Designated lounge
or collaboration “cabanas”™
feature wooden trellises,
hanging rattan chairs and
relaxed, comfortable seating
(above).
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throughout. “We knew that Sir Richard Branson hated

the word ‘cruise, preferring instead the word ‘voyage,”

says Marlene Liriano, managing director of the IA

team. “Once travelers experienced one of the Virgin

ships, he wanted them to feel transformed,

as is life would never be the same,” she explains.
“He wanted that sense of the unexpected to be felt

in the offices as well."

Evidence of such unexpected moments
appears in key areas. A purple rope curtain enclosing
a small meeting space, for example, combines a subtle

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

nautical air with a peek-"a-boo sense of mystery.
Elsewhere, interior “cabanas” defined with wooden
trellises and sporting hanging rattan chairs and

lounge-like seating provide a relaxed, tropical-inspired
space in which to commune with colleagues or retreat
for quiet thought with a laptop. Nearby, retro-inspired
British-style phone booths recall the roots of the
company’s pioneering founder with pops of bright red.
In contrast, a mix of subtler materials and
neutral furnishings extend the modern nautical flavor
of the brand while underscoring the company’s values.
Sleek white workstations devoid of dividing panels,
for example, bring to mind the clean lines of a ship
and support an open, collaborative ambience. Even
the polished concrete floors, beach-y textured carpets
made partially from recycled fishnets, and rattan-
shaded light fixtures fitted with LED sources quietly
evoke a waterfront atmosphere while responding
to the company’s earth-friendly ethos.
“They hit it out of the park for us,” says Bentubo,
summing up the crew members' response to the space.
“They created the same kind of epic sea change in our
offices that we'll be delivering on our ships.” e
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For the fourth-floor

expansion of Cisco Meraki, | e s ’ By Lydia Lee
Studio O+A’s design details % K 7

make an impact:like custom { ey [ Photography by
wood finishes and a bright I s 4 Garrett Rowland
teal and aqua color scheme L e P

that nods to the nearby San

Francisco Bay.
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Studio O+A revisits its original design
for the offices of a fast-growing tech company

Cisco Meraki

Architect and Interior Designer
Studio O+A

Client Cisco Meraki

Where San Francisco

What Ss-,él;s-squa re-.foat
fourth-floor expansion

Cost/sf Withheld
at client’s request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or visit
contractdesign.com.

How do you create a workplace that can expand
gracefully as a company grows? San Francisco-
based Studio O+A confronted that design challenge
head-on when working for a repeat customer: wireless
networking company Cisco Meraki. Studio O+A,
which designed the office a few years ago, was recently
commissioned to handle the expansion. “It’s rare
to have the chance to go back and revisit a project,
but here we had a great opportunity to see how we
could improve things after a few years of occupancy,”
says Studio O+A’s co-founder Primo Orpilla.

Before tech behemoth Cisco acquired it in
2012, Meraki was a quirky startup of engineers who
liked to hold meetings in a yurt inside their vintage
warehouse office in San Francisco's Mission District.
Rapid expansion led the company to seek new digs
in a modern six-story office building in the city’s Mission
Bay neighborhood. In 2013, Studio O+A designed the
first two floors of Cisco Meraki's new office, and later
a third. Last year, it came back to tackle a fourth floor.

Workplace 1.0
In the initial project, Studio O+A emphasized a range
of working environments, part of the de-corporatizing
approach to design that the firm has become known
for. “We wanted the employees to have as much control
and choice over their environment as possible,” Orpilla
says. “They can reconfigure their workstation to be
inaline or a horseshoe shape. They can also take their
work and move to different parts of the building.”

On the “L"-shaped floors, the design team
interspersed desk areas with open lounges, sunken

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

conversation pits, and yurt-inspired octagonal
booths. To retain a sense of Meraki's original environ-
ment within the sleek new setting, they incorporated
a number of wood finishes, even adding an exposed
wooden ceiling to the lobby and custom tables from
MASHstudios. The color palette emphasizes aqua
and teal to complement the views of San Francisco Bay.

Iterative improvement

Cisco Meraki grew rapidly, and many of the

office’s lounge areas became co-opted by desks.

As employees “hacked” the space to create their
ideal environment, it also became cluttered; tall racks
of networking equipment, personal furnishings, and
team flags hanging from the ceiling mingled together
with workstations in idiosyncratic configurations
that would give most facilities managers pause.

So when Studio O+A returned to design the
expansion in 2017, it anticipated the company’s future
increase in headcount. The nearly 56,000-square-
foot floor currently holds about 400 people but
is designed to accommodate up to 500. “The idea
is still to provide the flexibility of different work areas,
but we had to plan ahead for filling in those spaces,”
says Joseph Rodriguez, design director at Studio
0+A. “So instead of putting those different work
environments among the workstations, we put them
along the main circulation routes. There are a dozen
places that they can infill, but it's also very clear
where they can't.”

The circulation routes are strongly defined
by lining up the meeting rooms and enclosed booths,
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Arange of different working
environments and modular
workstations are set up along
main circulation routes,
where bold graphics and
colors help visitors find their
way, while Interface FLOR
carpet tile keeps things
simple on the ground (this
page). For the expansion of
the fourth-floor space, Studio
0+A designed with growth,
fun, and flexibility in mind,
hence the bright colors,
sunken conversation pits, and
quiet rooms that are off-limits
to technology (opposite
page).
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Key Design Highlights

Bold graphics along
circulation corridors enliven
the space and help employees
and visitors orient themselves
within the office.

Walls of built-in storage
help reduce clutter in the
open workspace.

Raised floors allow spaces
to be easily reconfigured.

Consistent flooring
throughout creates a cleaner
look and gives the occupants
more personal flexibility

in how to designate space.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

keeping the two main axes of the floor distinct.
Using the layout to define space allowed the designers
to simplify the flooring; on the earlier floors, the
circulation route is designated by wood, while the
workspace has carpet, and the lounge areas have
cork flooring. On the new floor, everything is covered
in the same Interface FLOR carpet tile, save for areas
with food. “It became clear that the delineation of floor
space was going to get hacked anyway, there was
no point in changing the surface treatment,” Orpilla
says. “People should be able to do whatever they
need to make their work more productive.”

The design of the new floor acknowledges
that the perfect space may be one that its occupants
can perfect for themselves. Raised floors in the whole
building allow for easy reconfiguration of workstations.
To provide more storage, the design team added
awall of built-in cabinetry to each workstation area—
with doors that became an alternative place to hang
team flags. Another new feature: a designated “quiet
room” that is off-limits to technology. Studio O+A
furnished it, but since then someone has added their
own chair to enjoy the view. e
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Atthe Urban Land Institute’s
new office in Washington, D.C.,
glass walls connect the two
floors, allowing high visibility
as well as writeable surfaces
and a backdrop for inspiring
graphic messaging.

By Deane Madsen
Photography
by Bilyana Dimitrova
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STUDIOS Architecture’s office-meets-community-hub
concept promotes a collaborative culture

Urban Land Institute

Architect
STUDIOS Architecture

Client Urban Land Institute

Where Washington, D.C.

‘What 33,480 square feet
on two floors

Cost/sf $130

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or visit
contractdesign.com.

Second Floor Third Floor

To those who follow workplace trends, the “open-plan”
office may be overly familiar, but a new space for the
82-year-old Urban Land Institute meant adjusting
management expectations and aligning spatial
configurations to better suit its workforce’s collective
mission. The Urban Land Institute (ULI) is a global,
member-based organization that declares the creation
of thriving communities as part of its core duty.

Yet in its former U.S. headquarters—located along
Washington, D.C's Georgetown waterfront—traditional,
closed offices that hid staffers from view hampered
ULI's focus on promoting dialogue among its members.
Two years ago in May, ULI moved into a new headquarters
office, designed by STUDIOS Architecture, that takes
the idea of an open office to another level.

Perhaps the biggest challenges facing the team
at STUDIOS were budget and mindset. The ULI board
had indicated that it was unwilling to pay more than it
was currently paying for its roughly 37.000-square-foot
offices—ULI's home for 20 years—in Georgetown.
Those budgetary constraints limited the types of spaces
that would be available to the ULI, but also pushed the
design team to investigate how much room ULI actually
needed, and, more importantly, how much of it should
be dedicated to staff versus members. “We did decide
that creating a destination for members was critically
important,” says Christopher Budd, a principal and
owner of STUDIOS. “In the better locations, where you

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

might not be able to get a lot of square footage,
a one-to-one assignment for people sitting ata
workstation would not allow that to happen.”

Worksp pti h member experience
That's where the shift in mindset became apparent:
The new office not only had to be a place where work
could get done, but also a welcoming space where
members would feel encouraged to engage UL staff
in ways that would make their work meaningful. In order
to accommodate both member and staff needs within
the limited footprint allowed within ULI's budget, Budd
and his team promoted a no-fixed-address concept
within the second and third floors of 2001 L Street NW.
Amounting to 33,481 square feet of leasable space,
the new transit-accessible headquarters offers a variety
of unassigned workspace environments—including
some 17 different meeting spaces, according to ULI
CFO Michael Terseck—that allow ULI staff to find
a space that suits the task at hand. Within the mix
of open-office furnishings such as adjustable-height
desks, STUDIOS also interspersed built-ins that serve
as gathering points, as in the second-floor event space.
While workers have no set desk, Terseck has
observed a range of user behavior with staffers: Some
follow the sun, he says, moving around the building
to sit in the best light; others can be found in roughly
the same spot every day. “Having all that flexibility
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is critical to making this place work,” he says. “And
it's not only the space flexibility; there’s a whole variety
of furniture options.”

Designed to age interacti
and collaboration
The amount of transparency within the office
inspires actual face-to-face conversations that were
far less frequent in ULI's previous setting. Glass walls
tie the two floors together and allow cross-views,
while also providing writeable surfaces and serving
as a backdrop for graphic messaging.
The building that houses UL sits at the corner
of an intersection, but has natural light on three sides
thanks to a service alley to its north; STUDIOS takes
fullest advantage of access to daylight with strategic
cuts through the floor plates that also increase visual
connection between the two floors. Shared member
spaces and meeting rooms line the southern facade
above the bustling L Street corridor; workstations
for focused activity are located on the alley side, which
Budd calls the “quiet car” of the building. A catering
pantry and a few project rooms run along the wall
shared with the adjacent building. “We're giving
the tools to work anywhere you want to,” Budd says.
“You, personally, can work anywhere to optimize
your productivity.”
One of the biggest surprises at ULl is how
many members make time to visit the headquarters
while they're in the city, Terseck says. And the free
address concept stimulates unexpected dialogue. “Now
that I sit out in open space, people stop by and will feel
free to ask questions, or to engage in a conversation.
| feel more in touch with the organization and the staff
as a whole,” Terseck says. “| would never move back
to an office situation—and | wasn’t expecting that"e
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The new ULI office offers up 17
different meeting spaces and
a variety of unassigned
working environments so
staff can work where they like,
when they like (left and
opposite, bottom). STUDIOS
designers took advantage of
the building’s ample natural
light with plenty of windows
and cuts through the floor
plates to increase visual
connection (above and
opposite, top).

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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Key Design Highlights

The space offers myriad work
environments, including 17
different meeting spaces that
allow ULI staff to find a space
that suits their needs each day.

Employees don't have assigned
desks, but the space features a
mix of open-office furnishings,
such as adjustable-height
desks, and built-ins that serve
as gathering points.

Glass walls tie the twa floors
together and allow cross-views,
while also providing writeable

il L
i | [l I ’ 1 surfaces and serving as a back-
AL

i drop for graphic messaging.

Strategic cuts through the floor
plates maximize the building’s
access to daylight and increase
visual connection between the
two floors.

contract
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RETROSPECTIVE

A NeoCon Retrospective

By Danine Alati

Don Chadwick, along with Bill Stumpf,
designed Herman Miller's Equa (above) in
1984 and the original Aeron in 1994 (right).

Hailed as “the first national exposition of contract
interior furnishings,” NeoCon debuted at Chicago’s
Merchandise Mart June 22-27, 1969, for a week of
festivities with more than 700 exhibitors. At the
time, it was unlike anything the A&D industry had
ever known, bringing together products and
manufacturers across all categories of interior
furnishings and finishes.

“Over the past 50 years, NeoCon has been at

As NeoCon celebrates its 50th anniversary, we reflect on

the trends that have emerged over the years, how the show
has evolved, and what the future holds.

What continues to draw the major industry

infl in Chicago year after

stor
year? NeoCon is more than merely a forum for
launching product; it’s an opportunity to be
inspired, see what the competition is doing, test
out new product applications, and come together
as a community each year.

“Many factors contribute to the uniqueness of

NeoCon,” offers Randy Fiser, Hon. FASID, CEO, ASID.

interactively experience the recently released
products and further understand what’s next in
the industry.”

Many trends have been revealed at NeoCon
over the past five decades, each year giving
attendees a glimpse of what’s to come.

Ergonomics
Although the term “erg

ics” was first used in

the forefront of an ever ging cial “The of leading ind Y riesis 1857, this concept of the science of work and the
design industry, showcasing ideas and innovations  incomparable—but it is also the connections and process of designing workplaces and products to
that have shaped the built envir t,” says conversations focused on human-centric design suit their users appropriately was officially

Cheryl S. Durst, Hon. FIIDA, LEED AP, executive vice
president, CEO, IIDA.

that has sustained NeoCon as a can't-miss event.
Annually, this is the place to go for designers to

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

accepted in 1950 following a meeting of the British
Admiralty. Since that time, manufacturers have

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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The evolution of ergonomic task seating
has included launches like Freedom by
Humanscale (above right) and Leap by
Steelcase in 1999 (right), and #19 by
Alisteel in 2001 (above), to name a few.

continuously worked to enhance workplaces,
based on new developments in ergonomics,
specifically in the area of office task seating.

In 1969, Herman Miller introduced the
Soft Pad chair by Charles and Ray Eames, which
could be seen as an early example of ergonomic
seating. But, according to industrial designer
Don Chadwick—who, along with Bill Stumpf,
designed Herman Mlller’s Equa and Aeron
chairs—ergonomics only became a buzzword for
office seating with the introduction of the Ergon
chair at NeoCon 1976.

When Aeron hit the market in 1994, it really
shook up the industry, according to Chadwick.

“Aeron’s design was a radical departure from the

norms of office seating,” he says. “It didn’t look like

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

ergonomics into a new era and setting a new
standard for office seating.”

Since Aeron’s debut, other task seating makers
have challenged the industry to continue to innovate
and evolve the category of ergonomic seating,
leading to releases like the Freedom by Humanscale

vice president of leasing, who has worked on
NeoCon since 2004.

The advent of the desktop personal computer
in the early 1980s had a massive impact on
workstation design, according to Mark Harris,
manager of media relations at Teknion, which

and Leap by Steelcase in 1999, #19 by Allsteel
in 2001, and Life by Knoll in 2002—to name a few.

Workplace Landscape

Dubbed “the father of the cubicle,” Robert Propst
created Action Office for Herman Miller in 1968,
and it’s been said that the modern workforce has
been trying to get themselves out of these
confining furniture systems ever since.
Manufacturers have been improving on the

“As a company, we grew up with NeoCon. Year after year, I've alwaysfelt

our participationwasimportant. We met so many good customers and

Jriends, and I enjoyed spending time with my peers fromouwr competitors.

A genuine esprit de corps developedin the Merchandise Mart over

theyears. Andthese days, I'menjoying getting to know anentirelynew

generationof leaders from our competitors.” —picKk RESCH, CEO OF KI

other chairs because there was no upholstery, only
an elastic woven suspension. It had the usual
skeptics until they discovered that this chair was
really comfortable and supported the body in
multiple seated positions, thus advancing

concept, using NeoCon audiences to test out new
designs. “We’ve seen the office transform to
workplace, and the products and design concepts
that go into it are much different than they used to
be,” says Byron Morton, the Merchandise Mart’s

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

I hed its showroom at the Merchandise Mart in
1984. “Teknion’s very first product, T/0/S or
Teknion Office System, was designed to
accommodate the PC, with power and data
delivered to the desktop. Lego-like stackable
elements allowed users to quickly change panel

N1 N

height, and interch could be
easily replaced, quickly changing the look and
function of a workstation.”

NeoCon 1997 was a turning point of sorts,
with significant product launches from big players
intheindustryinr pl lly
work. Teknion answered to the need for mobility
with Ability mobile furniture, which comprised

panel f

tohowp

P

mobile, height-adjustable, multi-purpose tables;
active storage units; a computer trolley; mobile
screens; and highly functional accessories. “Ability
worked well independently, or with panel systems,
making environments more dy ic and functional,”
Harris says. That same year, Haworth released
Crossings, which Kurt VanderSchuur, Haworth’s
global brand director, calls the company'’s first
huge departure from cubicles. “Back in the day,

it was all beige cubicles,” he says. “Crossings was

made of MDF; it was nubby paint and crazy colors.
Nobody had ever seen anything like it.”

contract
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Since the 1990s, wall panels have been lowered
in an effort to make spaces more collaborative, with
new options for desking or benching. “For years,
office workers spent the entirety of each business day
surrounded by towering cubicle walls; then, we saw a
major transition in the early 2000s toward an open
office environment, with seismic shiftsin contract
product releases to match,” notes lIDA’s Durst.

‘Resimercial’ and Collaborative Seating
As workspaces have morphed from strict cubicles
to more fluid, task-oriented environments,

that allows end users to choose the type of
environment they need for the task rather than
being assigned ‘a space’ that provides the tools
they need to get their job done,” Morton says.
As aresult, today’s office spaces exude
more of a residential or hospitality aesthetic.
Some contract manufacturers have fulfilled
this need by launching or acquiring brands that
straddle the line of residential, like Haworth (with
Haworth Collection, Cappellini, Cassina, and
Poltrona Frau) or Steelcase (with Turnstone
and Coalesse). “With the help of these partners

“The partiesinthe 1980s and early 1990swerejust crazy. Wenow live

inanagewhere people aremoreserious, anditis about the showrooms

andnot just product but applications of product.” —KurRT VANDERSCHUUR,

HAWORTH’S GLOBAL BRAND DIRECTOR

furniture designers have become less constrained
and allowed their creativity to reimagine the office
landscape. “The office renaissance is redefining
the workplace,” says Brian Shapland, general
manager for product partnerships for Steelcase.

and others, including Flos, Blu Dot, Bolia,
Viccarbe and Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams,
we're creating informal, authentic and inspiring

P workpl where people want to gath
collaborate, and perform at their best,” says
Steel ’s Shapland. “These sp thoughtfully

“Workers are rebelling against the sea of
that defined many offices in the past.”
Now that people can work anywhere with
laptops and wireless technology, furniture must
accommodate the shifting work styles with more
collaborative pieces. “Traditional furnishings are
stillimportant, but now we see workspace design

consider design, materiality, and performance—
because in addition to looking good and feeling

and hospitality on commercial spaces.
“We're getting hardwood business from com-
mercial [clients],” he says. “That’s a direct
response to the desire of our clients to have
workplace spaces that are warmer, that

feel more like residential or hospitality.

The fact that we can marry carpet tile and
broadoom, and rugs and hardwood, to create
those warmer, softer spaces is being driven
by that ‘resimercial’ trend.”

Amanda Eaton, vice president of design
at Arc-Com, which first exhibited at NeoCon
in 1982, also ack ledges this melding
of contract-grade products with a residential
aesthetic. “The tremendous amount of visual
information and exposure that we now all
have via technology has led to a wonderful
aesthetic cohesiveness across contract product
categories,” she says. “Our challenges now
revolve around creating products that look
and feel homey or residential, but will perform
in any commercial space—essentially offering
up textiles that can be used in places that
they do not seem intended for.”

Sustainability
The movement to incorporate environmental
sustainability into product and showroom

good, a space also needs to perform to help peopl
do their best work.”
John Stephens, vice president of marketing

design can no longer be called a trend, as most
manufacturers employ eco-conscious measures
just because it’s the right thing to do. All market

at Shaw, definitely feels the influence of residential

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

segn —from furniture, flooring, and finishes
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Considered “the father of the cubicle,”
Robert Propst created Action Office
(opposite, bottom left). Ability mobile
furniture was Teknion's answer to the
office market's need for mobility
(opposite, bottom right). In today’s
climate, Arc-Com, which first exhibited at
NeoCon in 1982, works to create products
that look and feel homey or residential,
but will perform in any commercial space
(opposite, top).

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

“The evolution of workplace design has happened here. Fromthe

continuation of sustainable design, to health andwell-being and howit

relates to the built environment, to the convergence of various sectors

includingresidential and commercial, it has beenthe manufacturers at

“The industry has evolved toward a more human-centric approach

toofficedesign, oneinwhichpeople and purpose are placed at the forefiont.

Clients, and in turn, designers, demand product that isflexible and

emphasizes choice; this shift hasdriventherelease of multifunctional

Jurniture and casegoods that enable more personalized use, along

with contract-grade product that boasts amoreresidential feel.”

—CHERYL S. DURST, HON. FIIDA, LEED AP, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, CEO, IIDA

to carpet and textiles—have ridden the “green”
wave over the past 20-plus years.

Back in the 1990s, most carpet backing
was made of vinyl PVC—until manufacturers
realized there was a better way. Shaw launched
EcoWorx non-vinyl PVC backing in 1999 with
its Green With Envy collection. “We didn’t know
the impact it would have, but it radically changed
our business,” Stephens says. “We got out of
PVC shortly thereafter, not because we were
making that value judgment, but [because]
our clients all chose EcoWorx. So that sparked
[the idea] for us that i ting products b
on cradle-to-cradle principles not only would
be critically successful, but also commercially
successful.”

Anindustry leader, Interface set the goal
of having no environmental footprint by the year
2020 back in 1994, when company founder
Ray Anderson had an epiphany and decided
to begin operating as a new environmentally

r
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NeoConleading the wag.” —RANDY FISER, HON. FASID, CEO, ASID

Steelcase works with brands that straddle
the line of residential, such as Blu Dot, to
create authentic, inspiring commercial
spaces (bottom). The first biomimicry-
inspired, i2 product, Interace’s Entropy
was released at NeoCon 2000 (far left).
Introduced at NeoCon 2013, Hexagon
Carpet Tile has become an iconic symbol
of the Shaw Contract brand (left).

sustainable business—a moment that influenced
all product design moving forward. Interface
released the groundbreaking i2 carpet tiles, which
are inspired by biomimicry, a science based on
nature, and installed in a random, non-directional
manner that results in tremendous waste savings
(i2 tiles result in only 1.5 percent average
installation waste versus 14 percent average

for broadloom carpet).

Since then, Interface has continued to
innovate. “NeoCon has served as a launchpad for
almost all of Interface’s most influential products
and design,” says Chip DeGrace, chief design
officer of Interface, which first exhibited at NeoCon
in 1978 and debuted its permanent showroom
across the street from the Mart in 1984. Interface
brought to market a glue-free, virtually zero-VOC
carpet tilei llation system called TacTiles in
2006; products using Aquafil’s post-consumer
recycled nylon yarn in 2011; and the best-selling
Urban Retreat collection, which uses 100 percent
non-virgin face fiber and won a Best of NeoCon
awardin 2012,

Global Influence and Expansion
For a time period, NeoCon included the moniker
“World’s Trade Fair” as its tagline—and over the
years, ittruly hasb aglobal sh “The
international influence on the show is palpable,”
says the Mart’s Morton. “We have permanent
showrooms from Scandinavia, the U.K., Germany,
Italy, and Spain, just to name a few. Many of our new

contract
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“NeoCon hasbecome ameaningful and necessary part of ourindustry

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

lives. It’s sort of like a big family vacation: There’s lots of stress and work

involvedin preparing, we look forwardto seeing everyone and enjoy

getting caughtup, and thenwe are happywhenit’s over.” —ToNy MANZARI,

PRESIDENT OF MAHARAM

exhibitors in the 7th floor exhibit hall are
international as well, making their U.S. debut
from Poland, Turkey, Finland, Lithuania, and the
Netherlands. This is a great indicator of NeoCon’s
strong global reach and influence.”

While Canadian brands like Groupe Lacasse,
a NeoCon exhibitor since 1982, and Keilhauer,
which is celebrating its 30th NeoCon this year,
have consistently brought new offerings to market
every year, some game changers that have emerged
over the past decade include Andreu World from
Spain, Koleksiyon from Turkey, and Configura
from Sweden. Although Andreu World actually
was founded in 1955, it only launched Andreu World
Americas in 2003, and opened its showroom in the
Merchandise Mart in 2007. Since then, this global
brand—with a strong ially and envir Iy
responsible ethos and additional operations
in Japan, India, and the UAE—has left its imprint
with ey
introductions that have dominated the seating
categories in the Best of NeoCon Awards for
the past five years. And Koleksiyon launched
in 1972 but only emerged at NeoCon in 2015,
at first with a temporary space on the 7th floor
before investing in creating a permanent space
on the 11th floor, which debuted in 2016.

Swedish software solutions f: er

on the NeoCon ing product

POPP

in 2008, the same year it won a Best of NeoCon
award for its CET Designer 2.0, asp planning
software solution. “When we first entered the U.S.
market, we knew our software would work well
with highly configurable products such as those in
the commercial furniture industry,” says Configura
vice president of business development Peter
Brandinger. “Attending NeoCon to tap into this

market was a no-brainer.”

By streamlining the temporary exhibitors
from two previous floors onto one 7th floor exhibit
hall that now features more than 300 participants,
Morton feels it’s helped to welcome new brands to
NeoCon, while offering an easy-to-navigate display
of new product. “[By] sh ing all the best

Configura, founded in 1990, is a true disruptor
in the A&D industry. The company entered the U.S.
market in 2000, began participating in NeoCon

in 2002, and started leasing a space on the 7th floor

96

prod and services by category, the hallis
a great resource for specifiers from a wide range
of vertical markets,” he says. “We've grown
attendance by 35 percent since 2013.”

And there's no telling how much more the

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Since opening its showroom in the
Merchandise Mart in 2007, Andreu World
has introduced eye-popping products
that have dominated the seating
categories in the Best of NeoCon Awards
for the past five years (left). Groupe
Lacasse has updated its popular C.ITE.
line to suit emerging workplace needs,
and its latest iteration, released in 2015,
received Best of NeoCon accolades
(above). Koleksiyon—which manufactures
and designs commercial furniture and
storage systems like Tube (below)—
launched in 1972 but only emerged at

NeoCon in 2015.
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show will expand in the coming years. But the
50th edition of NeoCon promises to deliver all
the inspiration and innovation, lively conversation
and networking, and industry camaraderie and
celebration for which the A&D community is known.

“The show has grown in terms of exhibitors,
attendance, prominence and importance,” says
Teknion's Harris, “Every year, NeoCon showcases
the leading industry trends as they are emerging.
It mirrors the changes in the industry. It evolves
with and tells the story of our industry.” ¢

contractdesign.com MAY 2018
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Contract
Best of NeoCon
Awards Breakfast

Join us as we reveal
this year’s winners.

Monday, June 11th, 2018
7:30t0 8:30 am.
Renaissance Hotel

One West Wacker Drive
Chicago

Tickets are now on sale at
contractdesign.com/bestofneocon
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Healtheare
Environment Awards

Categories

Acute (inpatient) Care Facilities

Ambulatory (outpatient) Care Facilities

Long-Term Care/Assisted Living Facilities

Health and Fitness Wellness Facilities

Landscape Design (healing gardens, etc.)
Conceptual Design (professional, unbuilt projects)
Student Design Work [Awards for student work

will be given for innovative design solutions that
enhance the quality of healthcare delivery. Entries
can include, but are not limited to, healthcare
products (furniture, furnishings, etc.); healthcare
settings (patient areas, examination rooms, corridors,
etc.); or technology (equipment, systems, etc.)].
Judging Criteria

Professional Entries for Completed, Built Work
Visual and graphic images of interior spaces

that support an environment capable of improving
the quality of healthcare based on sound evidence-
based design principles.

A demonstrated response to the program statement.
A noted partnership between the clients and design
professionals.

Client feedback or testimony that the project

seeks to improve the quality of healthcare: Does

it demonstrate sensitivity to patient needs and seek
to improve therapeutic outcomes, enhance staff
performance, and increase visitor and community
participation? Were higher satisfaction ratings

by patients, families, and staff a key design objective?

2018

Professional Conceptual Entries as well
as Student Entries

» A demonstrated response to the goals mentioned
in the project description.

Visual and graphic images that support an
environment capable of improving the quality

of healthcare

Recognition

Winners will be announced at The Center for Health
Design’s awards presentation during the 2018
Healthcare Design Expo & Conference in November
2018 in Phoenix, Arizona.

» One award will be presented to each winning project.
Winners will be featured in the November 2018 issue
of Contract magazine, which focuses on healthcare
design, and on The Center for Health Design’s
website: healthdesign.org.

Only those that win or receive honorable mention
in each category will be notified.
Rules for Entry

« Only entries submitted electronically at
contractdesign.com/healthcareawards will
be accepted.

» The decisions of the judges are final. The judges
reserve the right to make no award.

Professional entries of built work must be interiors
that are fully operational no earlier than September 1,
2016, and no later than July 1, 2018. Student entries
must have been completed in either the 2016-17

or 2017-18 school years. Entries must not have been

All entries must be submitted online.
For full information, and to submit your project,
visit contractdesign.com/healthcareawards

Sponsored by Contract magazine in association with The Center for Health Design

and the 2018 Healthcare Design Expo & Conference.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

To recognize innovative,
life-enhancing interior design
that contributes to the quality
of healthcare

Deadline July 13, 2018

entered in previous Healthcare Environment
Awards competitions.

Professional entries of built completed work must
include a minimum of six photographs, as well as a

minimum of one floor plan, all submitted in jpg format.

Conceptual submittals and student entries must
include jpg images of renderings or photographs
of models.

Each professional built and conceptual entry

must include a $250 entry fee. Student entries
have a $25 fee.

Jurors

Each entry will be reviewed by a jury of designers
and architects with expertise in healthcare design,
including one representative of The Center

for Health Design.

Deadline

All entries, complete with payment, must

be received electronically at contractdesign.com/
healthcareawards by Friday, July 13, 2018.

For questions, email Managing Editor,

Lauren Volker at lauren.volker@emeraldexpo.com

<M>
THE CENTER FOR
HEALTH DESIGN.

HEALTHCARE DESIGN
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personal
provides
replenishes
civilizes

craft
science
history

speakslistens
design is everywhere.
we are design.

[IDA

Join IIDA at NeoCon 2018
June 11-13 | Chicago, IL

Learn more at iida.org
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SOUrces

Sony Music Nashville
(page 66)

Delta Dental (page 72)

Virgin Voyages (page 76)

Cisco Meraki (page 84)

Urban Land Institute
(page 88)
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The following firms

were Recognized for
Exemplary Design at the
6th Annual I1DA lllinois
Chapter RED Awards.

Perkins+Will
Best of Show
Contract Office / 10,000-50,000 sf

Eastlake Studio
Contract Office / < 10,000 sf

CannonDesign
Contract Office / 50,000 < sf

Contract Magazine - May 2018 [Intro - Cover1]

Recognizing
Exemplary
Design

Sarah Kuchar Studio
Educational

HDR | Gensler
Healthcare

555 International

Hospitality

GREC Architects
Multi-Unit Housing

Sarah Kuchar Studio
Residential

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro

Perkins+Will
Waterstreet Healthcare Partners

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
Retail

Emily Anderson & Jocelyn Oats
Student Team

Wenhan Zhang
Michelle Roberts Student Award

Eastlake Studio
People’s Choice
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Aceray
Andreu World America
APCO Signs
Arcadia
Arc-Com
Beaufurn LLC
Benchmark Design Group
Bentley
Best of NeoCon
Contract - Visit.Win.Fly
Crossville
Cumberland Furniture
Dauphin
David Edward
Davis Furniture Industries
Doug Mockett & Co.

EF Contract - Division of Engineered Floors

EMU Americas

Encore

ERG Int'l
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Save the Date for the 3rd Annual ICFF South Florida!

December 4 - 6, 2018 | Ft. Lauderdale Convention Center, FL
Please visit www.icff.com/florida to learn more about the show.
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Foscarini’s inverted room aims
to subvert expectations of light forms

Shedding light on human perception, the Reverse Room
installation, which premiered during Milan Design Week 2018,
challenges conventional understanding of space and light design.
The inverted installation is a collaboration between Foscarini

and artist and architect James Wines—founder of SITE—along
with his daughter Suzan Wines.

The tilted space features dark walls and upside-down
monochrome furniture with pendant lights that seemingly spring
from the floor. The surrealist experience aims to provoke
discussions about how our environmental stimuli play into our
design conventions.

The installation also serves as a launch for “The Light
Bulb Series,” a limited-edition collection designed by James Wines,
which features five different twists on the traditional light bulb

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201805/index.php#/p/Intro
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archetype. Inspired by his architectural research on actions
and reactions to the environment, Wines's reinterpretations
include Black Light, Candle Light, Melting Light, Plant Light,
and White Light. The project is the result of a decades-long
relationship between Foscarini and Wines that nods to their
first lighting collaboration in 1991.

“This series comes from the idea of disrupting the classic
design of incandescent light bulbs—an idea that suggests a
critical reflection on the absclutely non-iconic forms of modern
LED lamps,” Wines says. “The concept, implemented by Foscarini,
stems from research on the spontaneous way people identify
with forms and functions of everyday objects. In this case,
the light bulbs merge, crack, shatter, burn out, overturning
any expectations.” —CODY CALAMAIO
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imagine a place
where mentorship
matters.

Nicole

youth mentor
aspiring botanist
‘interior designer

imagine a place
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