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Solitaire Collection sofa, lounge chairs, ottomans, and coffee table, designed by Ini Archibong for

Cumberland Furniture. American design and craftsmanship with gem-like clarity.

cumberlandfurniture.com 800.401.7877
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9/11 Memorial Museum to Open May 21

Davis Brody Bond designed the 110,000-square-foot underground
museum that pays tribute to 9/11 victims.
contractdesign.com/@1memaorial

Johnston Marklee Design for Menil Drawing Institute Unveiled
The new institute will exhibit and store modern and

contemporary drawings.

contractdesign.com/menildrawing

Joan Blumenfeld, Felice Silverman to be Inducted

into IIDA College of Fellows

Blumenfeld and Silverman will be honored at the IIDA Annual
Meeting on June & in Chicago.
contractdesign.com/lIDAfellows2014

Legislation Introduced to Ease Student Loan Burden
for Architecture Graduates

The legislation would provide student debt relief in exchange
for community service.

contractdesign.com/studentdebt

Architectural Billings See Slight Increase in February
The AlA Architectural Billings Index score for February was 507.
contractdesign.com/ABIfeb2014

David Rockwell Designs Temporary Theater for TED Conference
The reusable theater used 600 components and was assembled

in less than five days in Vancouver.

contractdesign.com/TEDtheater

$1Billion Earmarked for Federal Building Renovations, Repairs
President Obama's 2015 budget allocated $1 billion to improve public
buildings managed by the General Services Administration.
contractdesign.com/GSAbudget

AlA Announces Thomas Jefferson Award Winners

James Logan Abell, Carole Olshavsky, and Robert G. Shibley were
recognized for their contributions to the public sector.
contractdesign.com/AlAthomasjefferson

PERKINS+WILL

Designing for Health: Contemporary Simulation
Design Objectives

The healthcare experts at Perkins+Will examine the impacts
of educational medical simulations.
contractdesign.com/PWsimulations
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2013 HONORABLE MENTIONS: —

Phipps Conservato
photo & denmarsh photography inc. 2013

and Boys and Girls Club, East Dallas

Contract Inspirations celebrates the
commercial design community’s
leadership role in furthering global

efforts for social responsibility

Through the continuing support of o
Tandus Centiva, the top honoree

will receive a $5,000 grant to the

cause which their inspirational

work supported. I
e

Contract Inspirations recognizes
socially responsible design in
commercial architecture—using
design and/or design skills to
improve the quality of life for
those in need. Entries may be
paid or pro-bono projects.
2013 GRANT AWARD WINNER:
TOMS Shoes
Last year's Awards Grants
. | . : include TOMS Shoes by
recognizing social responsibility in commercial interiors Sl ae el e e
Partners in Health/Rwanda, by
MASS Design Group; and Honorable
< Mention projects by The Design
2013 HONORABLE MENTIONS:
; Alliance Architects, Gensler Chicago,
Lestirestytenian church oliClicese \ Gensler Dallas and Colkitt & Co.
Deni & Jeff Jacabs Go to inspirations.contractdesign.com
Challenged Athletes Center D

photo © Chery] Ramsay ‘ e to learn more about these Inspirations
Award recipients.

Inspirations 2014 will be awarded in

Chicago during the 2014 NeoCon

World Trade Fair. Honored work will be

featured in Contract Magazine print
O R AN AR Wi R and digital editions and at

Partners in Health/Rwanda contractdesign.com

$5,000 award grant
entry deadline extended until april 25

inspirations.contractdesign.com for details
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Distinctly-American. Uniquely Crossville.

If these woods could talk, they'd say
“I'm the Ace up your sleeve.”

With the look and feel of true American
hardwood and the high-proof strength of
porcelain, it's versatile enough to work
any angle.

Welcome to SpeakEasy, where a new twist on
classic style is never prohibited.

Introducing Bank Roll
only from the SpeakEasy collection

SpeakEasy

Porcelain Stone®

Speak out. Speak loud. Speak easy.
i f B #SpeakEasy

Crossvillelnc.com

Questions: 931-456-3136 A% CROS SMNELA E.
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image-
intense
signage
system
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from fashion to furniture to textiles.
And now signage.

24 designs — each available in four
colors and every sign type within the
Vivid image-intense signage system.

www.takeform.net \800.528.1398 t a k e fﬂ r m
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Waste not. Want not. High style, performance, and sustainability. Introducing Intermix

by BOLYU. Intermix features striking gradient pinstripes created using a proprietary B 6 L Y U ®

randomized fiber manufacturing process that minimizes waste yarn, and maximizes

style and performance. Shown with Svelte (solid). bolyu.com or 800.451.1250
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Tilt the odds in your favor.

\-.

Soft surfaces will
stay beautiful and
last longer with the
ultimate fabric in
moisture, stain and
microbial resistance.
You can place your

bets on Crypton.

CRYPTON.

Photo by William Wegman Get samples | cryptonfabric.com
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Nurturing the Next Generation

16

In our last issue, many readers took notice of my editorial, “Smells Like
Teen Spirit, or Unpaid Internships,” making the case that interns must
be paid or receive college credit for the work they complete. A few
readers emailed me directly, and many clicked to like, repost, or retweet
it via social media. This month, | am continuing to focus on emerging
design professionals with another dimension impacting their financial
wherewithal: student loan debt.

In March, a piece of bipartisan legislation was introduced into
the US. House of Representatives, H.R. 4205, the National Design
Services ACT (NDSA), that would amend the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 and give architecture students relief from
student loan debt in return for community service. Similar loan debt
relief is already available to recent graduates of law and medical school,
for example. Introduced by Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO), the bill had six
cosponsors as of late-March. The bill is strongly supported by the
American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the American Institute
of Architecture Students (AIAS).

In a statement, Robert Ivy, FAIA, the CEO of the AlA, says:
“Millions of young people aspire to help their communities build a better
future, but a lack of opportunity and the crushing cost of education
holds them back. As a result, the design and construction industry
faces a severe shortage of talent at exactly the moment America needs
to rebuild for the future”

The NDSA would ease student debt burden by providing
loan assistance to architecture students and recent graduates who
contribute design services to underserved areas. The Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) would be authorized, through
this bill, to create a program allowing architecture students to work with
community design centers in exchange for student loan assistance.
Such centers are often community/university partnerships that provide
assistance to community groups, nonprofit organizations, and city
departments that are representing underserved or underfunded
projects. The goal would be to provide a broad range of architecture
services that may not have otherwise been available to communities,
and architecture graduates will be enticed to stay in the profession
rather than leave for other work.

The bill was assigned to the House Committee on Financial
Services on March 11, which will consider it before possibly sending it

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

on to the House or Senate as a whole. What are the chances of it being
passed by Congress and signed into law by President Obama? Well,
as we all know, Congress has passed far less legislation in recent years.
The independent website govtrack.us, through its own methodology,
notes that this bill has a “two percent chance of being enacted. This
bill has an 11 percent chance of getting past committee first. Only 11
percent of bills made it past committee and only about three percent
were enacted in 2011-2013"

So, the chances may be slim, but the AlA and AIAS must be
applauded for moving forward with the propesal. And |, personally,
am especially proud because students at my alma mater, University
of Wisconsin—Milwaukee School of Architecture and Urban Planning,
organized phone banks to members of Congress to urge them to
support the bill. Architecture students and graduates are concerned
about the debt load they will be taking on as they pursue career
choices, and we all should be concerned about this because young
people are the future of our industry.

New and notable

In this, our annual issue focused on great hospitality interiors, we
showcase project features as we usually do, but we are also introducing
a new element: two projects that are “new and notable.” es, frankly all
of the projects that we select to feature are new and notable. But, as
we planned the content for this issue, there were two projects recently
completed in Europe that we simply had to add to the issue, even if not
at full feature length, because of their unexpected appeal. Eachis
noteworthy for its beauty, buzz, and brash take on hospitality: the nhow
hotel in Rotterdam (page 82) by Rem Koolhaas's firm OMA and the
restaurant Eclectic in Paris (page 84) by Tom Dixon's Design Research
Studio. Both just opened in January. Call them hot, fresh, now, and
of-the-moment—just like Contract!

Sincerely,

John Czarnecki, Assoc. AlA, Hon. lIDA
Editor in Chief

contractdesign.com APRIL 2014
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CERAMICA
be ¢ &j Italian dal 1874

1 i

Creative Concrete

—xceptionally Italian.

COOPERATIVA In Italian, Non sono solo le piastrelle means /t's not just about the tile. Inspired by our

CERAMICA 140 year old artisan cooperative, we've been connecting art, industry and service with a e

D'TMOLA history of environmental stewardship and a passion for design only found in Italy. el
Cooperativa Ceramica d'Imola, North America ccimola.net 305.513.0034 Miami, FL 7»SCScertified.
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Show Director Previews HD Expo

It seems that tradeshows are on the rise again, along with the industries
that support them. While hospitality design remained relatively strong
during the recession, other design portfolios were not so fortunate.
As we look forward, | am pleased to say that the ability for us to bring
together our manufacturers and attendees is once again showing
growth. HD Expo, held May 14-16 in Las Vegas, is going to be bigger
and better in 2014, and to celebrate, we are going to provide you with
plenty of opportunities to make the most of your time at the show.

| hope you are planning to join us Wednesday, May 14, from
6:30-8:30 p.m., for the HD Opening Night party at the House of Blues,
Mandalay Bay. This party will start your evening off right with live music
from the Boogie Nights band, photo ops, cocktails, hors d'oeuvres and

dancing. Bring out all your old disco outfits (| know you have some!)
for this unique and entertaining party. Tickets are available through
our registration system and will sell out—so get your ticket today. It's
a networking event like no other and a great way to kick off HD Expo.
QOur annual Party by the Pool is always a hit and will be held at
the brand new Daylight Pool at Mandalay Bay. This is a netwarker’s
paradise taking place on Thursday evening from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Enjoy
the beautiful setting as you build new connections and strengthen

existing ones. Tickets are available online.

New this year, the material pavilion will be located right on the
show floor. This feature area, located in booth 5681, will allow you to
experience different textures and materials from many different
manufacturers. Be sure to add it to your planning schedule,

The Social Hub will once again be located in booth 1955, but it
will be an even more exciting spot to hang out in this year. Designed by
the Morgan Hotel Group, the Hub features a bar and will facilitate
conversations between owners and sustainability experts, and will
serve as the home of Hospitality Design magazine. The theme for the
area is the Morgan Hotel Group's design for the Delano Hotel, so if you
want to get a peek at this renovation, you know where to find us.

We are really excited to be able to bring our keynoter, Michael
Bedner, to the stage to discuss his years with HBA and the changes
to our industry over his illustrious career. Please see the website for
all the information and our complete conference schedule.

As usual, hdexpo.com is your destination to get started.

Sincerely,

Liz Sommerville
Group Show Director

(HD Expo)
May 14-16, 2014
Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas
hdexpo.com

& Conference

Design Exp

Hospitality Design Americas Exposition &
Conference (HD Americas)

September 16-17, 2014

Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami
hdexpo.com
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THE ULTIMATE CONNECTOR TO THIE
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We invite you to aftend the largest assembly of designers and manufacturers in hospitality design.
Meet new contacts while you view the best products available on the market. Learn valuable new
strafegies in our accredited conference sessions. This is the show where business fakes place.

Register to Attend at hdexpo.com
Registration code: CONTRACT

Presented by In association with Produced by
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Exceptional design deserves exceptional flooring.

‘ entlva THE ULTIMATE
Centiva meets the dual objectives of high style and durability in FLOORING EXPERIENCE

hospitality environments. Patrons enjoy the look, business owners A Tarkett Company
appreciate the durability. Backed by a 20 year Commercial Wear

Warranty, Centiva ensures these demanding environments will

continue to perform for years to come.

1888 - CENTIVA

FLOORING SHOWN Atlantic Cherry CP 3104-C and Lead MG 8020-V centiva.com
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INDUSTRY NEWS

HD Expo 2013 drew 7,000
attendees and featured 746
exhibitors, 253 of which were
at the show for the first time.
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HD Expo 2014 Returns to Las Vegas in May

HDe/y/)o

o hospitality desion evert

Qg f
[ ‘ E
{

r

- ’
»

3 -

i 7’
y

~ 4

Hospitality Design Exposition & Conference (HD Expo) will return
this year to the Mandalay Bay Convention Center in Las Vegas on
May 14-16. Presented by Hospitality Design magazine, the premier
tradeshow will provide more than 800 exhibitors and an expected
8,000 attendees with valuable resources for the industry.

Professionals from hotels, resorts, restaurants, nightclubs,
casinos, cruise ships, and other entertainment venues will encounter
the latest trends in design and technology, as well as view new products
for hospitality interiors. In addition to connecting with manufacturers,
attendees will glean ideas from the conference’s informative
programming—kicked off by the keynote conversation with Michael
Bedner, chairman and CEQ of Hirsch Bedner Associates (HBA).
Hospitality Design Editorial Director Michael Adams will engage Bedner
in conversation to discuss HBA's early days, changes in the industry,
and Bedner's career highlights. Fifteen CEU-accredited sessions, as
well as the hugely popular Owners Roundtable, will also offer insights
into the industry.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

Several networking opportunities, including the HD Opening
Night Party at the House of Blues, will further connect industry leaders
and attendees. The always anticipated Party by the Pool, taking place
this year at the brand-new Mandalay Bay Daylight Pool, will bring
attendees together over an open bar and hors d'oeuvres. On
Wednesday morning, both the audience and a jury will have a hand
in selecting the 2014 Radical Innovation Award—given to the most
innovative hotel concepts.

“HD Expo is gearing up to be a bigger and better event for 2014,
says Liz Sommerville, group show director. “We are so excited to be in
Las Vegas to see the amazing displays our exhibitors are putting
together. Look for our featured hands-on creative areas as you wander
around the show floor, as well as our beautifully designed social hub
that will be a ‘hub’ of activity throughout the show.” —erinnwaLoo
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Each element that surrounds us contributes to build our reality.

g ®
S ]_1 e S to I I e That's the authentic existence, the existence that defines who you are.
. .
Authentlc Ll fe Silestane® lets you express character and emotion through your kitchen and n
bathroom. The only countertop with bacteriostatic protection, and available in "
varied and exclusive textures, SILESTONE

Live the authentic life, live your life with Silestone®.

Kitchen & Bathroom Countertops QUARTZ SURFACES

“| love architecture and fashion,

but the authentic things are in the houses we live in,
in the clothes real people wear.

That's what | tell people on my blog.

That is Authentic life.”

Macarena Gea (Blogger And Architect)

ne-

NEBULA CODE

Natural Appearance

tertop & Integirty Sink PULSAR NEBULA CODE SERIES www.silestoneusa.com

ek for an authencic [ Hmr n
: Silestone™ countertop 1 5 3
COSENTINO o espiaposie

on our website WARRANTY
imagine & anticipate i WARRANTY

= BACTERIOSTATIC
PROTECTION

Wileh Sibver Teshrelogy
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INDUSTRY NEWS Shigeru Ban Wins 2014 Pritzker Architecture Prize

Award honors Ban’s career, including humanitarian design work
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Shigeru Ban (1) was Japanese architect Shigeru Ban was named the 2014 winner of the conflict in Rwanda when he was hired as a consultant by the United
:“""d:h: zoh'!_t» Eriteio Pritzker Architecture Prize. Ban was the 2001 Designer of the Year, Nations. After the 1995 earthquake in Kobe, Japan, Ban created the
aureate Tor his pioneering N .
humanitarian design work. an award now associated with Contract magazine. Paper Log House for refugees built from donated beer crates, paper
Notable projects include The Pritzker Prize recognizes Ban's innovative designs for victims  tubes, and sandbags.
A ORI ) of disasters, as well as his elegant work for private clients. For the past In 1995, he founded the Voluntary Architects Network, a
in Christchurch, New Zealand; o e i
Container Temporary 20 years, Ban has traveled around the world designing low-cost, non-governmental organization that mobilizes volunteers to get
Housing (3) in Onagawa, dignified, recyclable shelters and other civic buildings in communities disaster relief projects built. The organization has conducted work
::f“‘:‘“q::::‘::: :::f:"m impacted by tragedy. “Receiving this prize is a great honor, and with it, in Japan, Turkey, Sri Lanka, China, Haiti, Italy, and the Philippines. Ban's
Bulion (6 for Expo 2000 I must be careful. | must continue to listen to the people | work for,” Ban  other noteworthy projects include the 14-story Nicolas G. Hayek Center
in Hanover, Germany. said in a statement. | see this prize as encouragement for me to keep (2007) in Tokyo, the traveling Nomadic Museum (2005), and his first
doing what | am doing—not to change what | am doing, but to grow.” US. museum, the Aspen Art Museum, in Aspen, Colorado, slated to
Ban's shelters often incorporate cardboard tubes as columns, open in August 2014,
walls, and beams, which can be water- and fire-proofed for safety. The Pritzker Prize award ceremony will be held June 13 at
The architect began his humanitarian work in 1994 in response to the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. — copy caLamaio
26 contractdesign.com APRIL 2014
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Infus ion Breathe new life into commercial interiors with the Infusion Collection, a fresh take I N V I S I O N

on broadloom design from Invision. Recalling the handcrafted feel of tea-washed,

( J 0 ll e C ti On hand-knotted carpets, Infision’s three patterns saturate the floor with exceptional @ FLOORING GROUP
depth of tonal piece dyed color and elegant texture. Specify Natural, Brisk and
FEATURED: ZING Zing from the Infusion Collection. ji-invision. com 800 241 4596 HE®
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The attraction is magnetic. Chemetal has a wide
selection of magnetic laminates including dry
erase, chalk, image projection, paintable, custom
and more. Visit to see all the options. chemetal.com

Metal Designs
and Laminates

B
(CHEFMETAL

CHEFETAL treefrog | InteriorArts
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Tom

Perkins+Will Acquires
The Freelon Group

BONG /

TaN cTORE

Architecture and design firm Perkins+Will is acquiring The Freelon
Group, founded in 1990 by Phil Freelon, FAIA (above), Contract's 2008
Designer of the Year. Freelon is a past recipient of the AlA's Thomas
Jefferson Award for Public Architecture, and was appointed by
President Obama to serve on the National Commission of Fine Arts.

The Freelon Group, based in Durham, North Carolina, has more
than 40 employees and is best known for its design excellence and
consulting work with museums, libraries, universities, and other civic
and institutional clients. The Freelon Group is architect of record for the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African American History
and Culture (rendering, below), now under construction in Washington,
D.C, with an expected opening in late 2015.

Perkins+Will already has offices in Research Triangle Park and
Charlotte, Morth Carolina, with projects for healthcare, science and
technology, education, corporate, commercial, civic, and cultural clients.
Perkins+Will employees in the Research Triangle Park office will
relocate to The Freelon Group's office.

In a joint statement, Freelon said, “By joining Perkins+Will, we can
offer our clients in North Carolina and around the world a full spectrum
of services for just about any type of project. The firms are ideally
matched as we share a dedication to design excellence and
commitment to social responsibility.” —sonn czarneck

The Freelon Group is part of the design team, including Adjaye Associates, Davis

Brody Bond, and SmithGroup, for the Smithsoni of
African American History and Culture on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.

contractdesign.com APRIL 2014

31/109



7/31/26, 9:05 AM Contract - April 2014 [Intro - Cover1]

A COMPLETE TURNKEY PACKAGE

= £ visit us online to see our complete line of furniture solutions
E R G | n te rn a t | O n a | www.ERGinternational.com

Chairs ¢ Tables * Banquettes * Lounges * Benches ¢ Bar Stools

f P American Made Furniture Designed for Your Environment
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Saying

YES

ToYou For

30 Years

For 30 years (since 19841),

- ing everything
we can to give you a YES to
questions you've asked, from
solution-oriented product
design to thoughtful service.
So ask — we'll do our best
to give you a YES!

SELPIIIEELE

YES! We have
charging solutions
for all devices!  ror suracer

h\"' [
9 ﬂ %
3 -t |

For Mini-Laptops For Tablets

ANTHRO

Technology Furniture’
800.325.3841 | anthro.com
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Salone Internazionale del Mobile
April 8-13

Milan Fairgrounds

Milan, Italy

cosmit.it

Coverings

April 29-May 2

Las Vegas Convention Center
Las Vegas

coverings.com
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MAY

HD Expo
May 14-16
Mandalay Bay Convention Center
Las Vegas
hdexpo.com
WantedDesign
May 16-19
The Tunnel
MNew York
teddesignnyc.com

International Contemporary
Furniture Fair (ICFF)

May 17-20

Jacob Javits Convention Center
Mew York

icffcom

TR
JUNE

Lightfair International 2014
June 1-5

Las Vegas Convention Center
Las Vegas

HI Design EMEA
June 4-6

The Clarion Post Hotel
Gothenberg, Sweden
om

hidesign-emeac

1IDA Cool 2014
June 8
Ritz-Carlton
Chicago

iidacrg

NeoCon® 2014
June 9-11

The Merchandise Mart
Chicage

neacon.com

2014 AIA National Convention
June 26-28

McCormick Place

Chicago

aiaorg
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TOTO.

LIVING TOTO

Living TOTO is more than just brushing your
teeth in the morning at a TOTO sink, or taking
a restorative soak at night in one of our tubs.
It's the experience of surrounding yourself with
the beauty and superior functioning of the

full range of TOTO products.

totousa.com | 800-350-TOTO

./:é’)

PEOPLE-FIRST INNOVATION"
-
L
T
7

Product Shown | Commercial Washout High-Efficiency Urinal, 1/8 GPF; Hand Dryer
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Shape«Space

From soft organic shapes to
architectural integration.

Your design freedom has expanded exponentially.
Feek coated foam lets you explore individual
shapes, sizes, and colors — or integrate Feek into
unigue architectural elements. Learn how to
shape your space. Visit feekna.com.

NORTH AMERICA

www.feekna.com

Exclusively by

Trendway>
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Making Recruiting a Continual Firm Project
by Richard N. Pollack, FAIA, FIIDA

Recruiting for employees is something that a firm typically does only
when there is a need for new staff. | would argue it is too late then,
and that is not the best approach.

The value of a firm is not simply established by your great
designs. Nor is it the sum of your rent and equipment. The value is
completely about the people. The only way to increase a firm's value
is by having the best staff that adds to the quality of the organization,
its ability to provide clients with exceptional service, and to produce
the best design. Firm leaders should always be looking to strengthen
staff by recruiting the best and brightest—not waiting until there
is a specific need to hire.

Of course, you may not feel the need to be looking for new
employees at all times if you do not have the income to support them.
But when you do need new people, how can you find them quickly if
you are not always seeking them out? If you find an absolutely fantastic
person who will be a great asset to the firm, do you just let them go to
a competitor? The best approach is to make recruiting an unceasing
effort, mirroring what should be the firm's relentless focus on
developing new business—even when the firm is busy.

Ongoing recruiting serves additional purposes:

» Word will circulate through the design community and the buzz
on the street will be that the firm is busy and doing well.

» Existing staff will appreciate that the firm is continually working
to improve and grow, contributing to the feeling that they are in
the right organization.

So how do you get into a constant recruiting mindset? The first
step is to build a strategic consensus among the firm's leadership.
Once there is leadership buy-in, a plan must be established to make
recruiting efforts as consistent as timesheets, along with accountability
and appropriate time allocations for staff. The person responsible for
the program should report on recruiting to the full leadership team on
a regular, at least monthly, basis.

Sources for recruiting candidates include AlA and IIDA job
boards, Monster and other general online job boards, LinkedIn, and
business publications, to name a few. Where it is possible to place an
ad, very clear, creative copy should be developed incorporating the

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

personality of the firm. Think about some of the best ads you have
seen. They stand out, are usually funny, and depart fram the norm.

An example of the copy might be: "Are you fully satisfied at your job,
have great possibilities for advancement, and can't imagine having new
design opportunities? If so, don't bother submitting your CV to us”

For the advertisement, do not use a position description—that
comes later. The sole initial purpose is to entice great candidates to
respond to a specific recruiting email address. Internally within a firm,
| also recommend offering a bonus to employees if they assist in
recruiting a new hire.

Other sources for potential employees can include allied
professionals, such as furniture, contracting, and engineering
colleagues, and even your larger clients. The latter can also be a superb
combined business development tactic: Ask a client for the names of
people they love to work with in competing design firms. If you later hire
them, you might get more of the client's work. A side benefit is that you
may get interesting information when interviewing a person from a
competing firm.

One of my key technigues when interviewing a candidate would
be to spend several minutes of general conversation to help them feel
comfortable, then tell them that | would not be reviewing their design
waork or drawings. Other people in the firm had already looked at their
work and vetted their professional qualifications, and | did not want the
candidate to use the visual aids as a crutch. My only objective in my
meeting a prospective employee was to determine if they had an
exceptional brain and would be a cultural match in the firm.

In overview, a recruiting mindset gives the firm a pipeline of
great professionals to increase the firm's growth and success.

Happy recruiting!

Richard N. Pollack, FAIA, FIIDA, writes a regular column for
Contract on business practices in design and professional
development. Pollack is the CEQ of San Francisco-based Pollack
Consulting, which supports firm growth and success through
improved business development, winning presentation techniques,
recruitment of top talent, business coaching, and ownership
transition implementation.
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Hz0kinetic™
Technology

MAKE SURE IT'S “WOW!

Guest room faucets Accessories Front-of-house

YOU LIVE IT. WE GET IT.

With stylish looks, drenching coverage, and water efficiency,
our shower solutions help make a lasting impression on your
guests—and your bottom line. Visit deltafaucet.com/hospitality

or scan the code to download our Hospitality Solutions brochure.

A DELTA

see what Delta can do~
Select No. 159 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Inspired by Nature

David Rockwell designs the Layered Luxe collection
for Shaw Hospitality Group

Shaw Hospitality Group partnered with designer David Rockwell to
create a collection of broadloom carpets inspired by lavish vintage
patterns and the more opulent elements of nature, such as the gleam
of semi-precious stones.

The Layered Luxe collection includes 17 designs, available
in a customizable color palette of 270 standard hues, which would

create drama and elegance fitting for any hospitality interior. Rockwell,

Contract's 1998 Designer of the Year, leads the award-winning New
York architecture and design firm Rockwell Group, which specializes
in hospitality design (see TAO Downtown by the firm on page 76).
Undulating, natural lines that look like mineral layers comprise
Geode (1 & 2), while a similar pattern is refined on a smaller scale to
form Splash, and with even finer and more controlled lines in Ombre.
Malachite mineral striations form the zigzagged Herringbone, while

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

an orderly series of lines and boxes create the geometric
Tiger's Eye, which seems to glint like its gemstone namesake.

Organic forms cross with structured repetition in Quince (4),
which sets a large-scale barren tree against a subtle pattern of
overlapping rings. Raku (3) is a study in organized chaos, as a
deep, crackled stripe runs up a third of the carpet and emulates
the Japanese pottery style. Watermark (5) plays with tone, light,
and shadow, resulting in a wafting pattern that looks like the shimmer
of sunlight on top of water, or an aged and faded patina.

The collection was imbued with complementary design
elements intended to be layered together, creating cohesion when
mixed and matched. —copy caLamaio
shawhospitalitygroup.com
Reader Service No. 219
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I FORMICA®

IF YOU
CAN
IMAGINE IT,
WE CAN
MAKE IT.

Formica Envision™
Custom Laminate

1-800-FORMICA™ | formica.com/envision
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Runway Ready

Kvadrat collaborates with fashion designer Raf Simons
on a collection of upholstery, cushions, and throws.

Danish textile company Kvadrat has introduced a collection of
upholstery, cushions, and throws in collaboration with Raf Simons
(pictured above, left), creative director at Christian Dior. Belgian-born
Simons trained in industrial design and worked as a furniture designer
before transitioning to the world of fashion. In designing the collection
with Kvadrat, he was inspired by the work of midcentury modern
furniture designers, including Jean Royére, Pierre Jeanneret, Finn
Juhl, and Hans Wegner.

Unlike the typical flat woven technigues used for upholstery,
the Kvadrat/Raf Simons collection features 11 textile designs that have
sculptural, tactile qualities. They incorporate unique color combinations,
and are made from luxurious materials such as ethically sourced Cape
Mohair, cashmere, merino wool, and baby alpaca wool. The patterns
include Argo, a woven mohair with a deep pile reminiscent of sheepskin;

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

Pilot (4) and Sonar 1and 2 (3), which reinterpret classic boucle and
tweed; and Balder, Haakon, Harald, Sunniva, and Vidar—light velours
based on the work of the late Swedish textile designer Fanny Aronsen.

The Kvadrat/Raf Simons collection is reminiscent of Simon's work
in fashion. Just as the body gives shape to clothing, designers will draw
inspiration from the textiles: “We are making fabrics that are like a blank
canvas for designers,” Simons says. “They are waiting for input from the
furniture designers—we don't control the design they will use the
textiles for, so we try to leave it very open.”

In addition, the collection’s cushions (1) are available in three
different sizes that are suitable for use on seating, beds, and even on
the floor, and throws (2) come in three color options. —murve BerNARD
kvadratrafsimons.com
Reader Service No. 220
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The power of more.

Available in highback & midback.

Aol

NEW! Color
Contrast Stitching

10 thread colors at no extra charge!
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3form: Chroma

3-form.com

Bright, versatile, and durable, Chroma is a solid surface material
available in 30 standard colors or custom hues that truly pop when
illuminated. Made of 38 percent recycled content, enhancement
finishes create different levels of opacity, and multiple corner and
edge options can be specified

Reader Service No. 221

Location: The Trone Studel

With 27 years of success wo
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New Ravenna Mosaics: Houndstooth
newravenna.com

Designed by Sara Baldwin, the Houndstooth collection was inspired
by the classic textile created in Scotland in the 19th century. The
broken-check pattern was adapted to modern colorways, including
amethyst and rose quartz, ruby and gold (shown), and aquamarine
and quartz. The collection is available in jewel glass or natural stone
and can be installed on floors or walls.

Reader Service No. 222

\DDOCK ™

fat Furman University

g with architects and inte
quality turn-key design solutions. Our 100% recyclable

Americh: Sawyer
americh.com

The striking and simple design of the Sawyer freestanding tub allows
it to become the centerpiece of the room. Gently sloping sides peak
at the ends to create an oblong shape that is 71-inches long and
26-inches deep from its highest point. The white acrylic interior is
wrapped in a gleaming nickel or copper exterior finish with optional
metal towel rings that can be mounted on the side of the tub,

Reader Service No. 223

"' CASCADE COIL
@D RAPERY

www.cascadecoil.com | 800-999-2645

r designers, you can count on Cascade Coil as your partner for your projects requiring high
ven wire mesh fabrics are part of the Living Building Challenge Declare labeling program and

provide a beautiful and effective means of decorating, partitioning and securing facilities without sacrificing aesthetics and visibility into the secured space.
Cascade Coil proudly manufactures all of our products in the USA and distributes them globally:
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o
o

Our new 25cm x 1m skinny planks can blend seamlessly, giving you the benefits of modular carpet with
the look of broadloom. Don't want monolithic? Skinny planks’ long and narro

enable a host of

proportions

designs, from herrin

planks in your next p

1)) Interface
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to other pattern by tile options, all of them spectacular. How can you use skinny
-t? Explore the possibilities at Interface.com/planks.
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

Moab 80: Elle3
moab8Q.it

The rounded concrete Elle3 sink from Moab 80 features soft edges
with an irregular basin shape that finds the beauty in imperfections.
Available in white, black, sand, gray, lead gray, tobacco, and violet, the
basin features a thicker edge on one side to serve as a place to hold
soap, and complements a line of wall-hung accessories.

Reader Service No. 224
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Made In Ratio: Cowrie Chair
madeinratio.com

Made from a single piece of bent plywood, the Cowrie Chair takes
inspiration from the curvilinear forms of seashells. Available in ash,
oak, and walnut, with either a natural or ebonized finish, a waterproof
coating can be added for outdoor use. The design is also available
as an elongated rocking lounge

Reader Service No. 225

Contemporary
& Functional

Spruce up your
counters with
these new sleek
designs.

HK20 Purse Hook

Designed to hang a
purse under a desk or
a restaurant counter.
Available in Polished
or Satin Stainless.

DOUG MOCKETT

www.mockett.com =«

Y

-/\

SWS7 Series

This new counter suppert is
the most recent addition to
our extensive support line.
Two sizes, 85/8" x 85/8"
and 11 /8" x 85/8". Optional
mounting bracket available.
Black and Satin Anodized
Aluminum finishes.

“FINE ARCHITECTURAL HARDWARE FOR YOUR FINE FURNITURE"®

MOCKEII

& COMPANY, INC

800-523-1269

42 Select No. 34 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

contractdesign.com

APRIL 2014

45/109



7/31/26, 9:05 AM Contract - April 2014 [Intro - Cover1]

SHARE.
EVERY CHAIR
1S AN ISLAND.
UNTIL IT IS
SOMETHING
MORE.

X3TA1lS

stylexseating.com
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Flos: Bibliotheque Nationale
flosusa.com

‘One part lamp, one part library, the multifunctional Bibliotheque
Nationale by Philippe Starck pays homage to its Parisian namesake,
featuring three tiered shelves for books and other bric-a-brac that
appear to float towards the light. The polished stainless steel structure
has five different shade options and a handy, teardrop-shaped USB
outlet that rises out of the base.

Reader Service No. 226
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KnollTextiles: Empire Collection
knolltextiles.com

The new spring collection from KnollTextiles includes three bleach-
cleanable uphalstery fabrics: Durand, a geometric created from a
boucle-like yarn; Milestone, a textured stripe; and Hudson, a midscale
pattern with gradients of color. Riverside, a striped drapery, and two
wallcoverings—the textural and patterned Capital, and the subtle
honeycomb weave Cortland—round out the collection.

Reader Service No, 227

Millions of acres of forest have been devastated by the mountain pine

beetle that spreads blue stain fungus. Inspired by the striking aesthetic

of this lumber, we've crafted Blue Stain Pine, a unique, durable surfacing

solution for tabletops, countertops, flooring, wall cladding and ceilings.

torzosurfaces.com

Select No. 142 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Clé: Watermark Collection
cletilecom

Japanese dying techniques inspired the Watermark Collection of
hand-crafted porcelain tiles by Deberah Osburn. Unglazed tiles are
dipped into pools of dye and sit for several days, allowing individual
pieces to absorb the color in unique gradients as the dye travels. Color
options include bold indigo that fades to light blue (shown), and gold
verdigris that fades to turqueise. Available in three sizes, the tiles are
suitable for wall or floor applications in indoor or outdoor settings
Reader Service No. 228

sustainable
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BEYOND [HE SURFACE.

WALLCOVERINGS - FABRICS - COATINGS - DIGITAL

) limit to

WSG GLOBAL NETWORK - TRI-KES, D.L. COUCH & EYKON - 800 200 8120 tri-kes.com

FEATURED PRODUCT: MARRAKESH FROM SOURCE ONE UPHOLSTERY

Select No. 46 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

Cromatti: Nesting tables Artemide: Eraclea Ligne Roset: Nubo

cromatti.com artemide.com ligne-roset-usa.com

Awvailable in seven colorful finishes, metal tables from Cromatti are This die-cast concrete floor lamp has a circular cutout lined with Reminiscent of a retro travel case, the space-saving
inspired by abstract cubism and California style. The product line high-performance LEDs that emit a moon-like glow. Suitable for Nubo doubles as a workspace and decorative wall
includes several glass-topped table designs that are capable of outdoor use, the lamp is painted gray-white and stands more element. It has a 55-inch profile when closed and
integrating together, creating multiple options for designers. The than 31inches tall and 20 inches wide. with sides that taper into measures 2175 inches high by 315 inches wide. The
square Croma Nesting Set trio fit neatly together, while mixing the a triangular paint on one end oak-veneered case, with an upholstered wool cover,
rectangular Enzo and C-shaped Armavi (combination shown) creates Reader Service MNo. 230 has a cable pass-through slot for electronics and

a more dynamic look, a bracket for holding documents,

Reader Service No. 229 Reader Service No. 231

IF TILE + STONE IS YOUR PASSION,

gs has been focused on inspiring you, your des

For the past 25 ye
big project. It's why we provide it all for free. Get connected to more than 90
facturers and artisans flum around the globe to see, touch and feel their new designs and

jns, your next

tile + stone

Mot only does Coverings bring the world of tile + stone to you, but it also invests the proceeds

from the show into advecacy, standards, education and promotion for the industry.

YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR PASSION.

Please use VIP Code ACM4 when registering.

LAS VEGAS

wes  COVErin

SHOWCASING TILE + STONE 1990-2014

SelectNo.30 at C Design.com/read vice
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L

Durability

Engineered for superior stain
and abrasion resistance and
lasts 2-3x longer than
most textiles

Above photograph features Weave, Nouveau and

Chemical Resistance

Can be cleaned with many
common cleaners and
disinfectants without
discoloring or damaging
the color or finish
Wi
'I-wriw&"'“w;:: ;%
ﬂw";"" .,#’" -,‘,';F'

i
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Sashay, Boltaflex® vinyl upholstery designs.

BOLTAFLEX and PREFIXX are registered trademarks of OMNOVA Solutions Inc.

© 2014 OMNOVA Solutions Inc.

Select No. 172 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Easy Maintenance

Most common stains
simply wipe off

OMNOVA

SOLUTIONS
330.869.4200

www.omnova.com/boltaflex
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design a space where beauty and durability come

P\ "
stnbrella

CONTRACT FABRICS

Sunbrella® Contract fabrics. They provide all the colors and patterns you want
< : - : —
and the'performance you need to create®eautiful, welcoming environments. sunbrellacontract.com/dining

Select No. 101 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

sunbrella

tedboerner.com CONTRACT

The Thicket collection of tables designed by Ted Boerner was inspired
by a tangle of branches merged with geometric forms. Made from
steel and glass, the tables are available in four versions—a 80-inch-
by-26-inch oval, a 44-inch square, a 28-inch-by-14-inch end table, or

a B6-inch-by-14-inch console. The steel frame can be finished with
several hand-applied patinas or powder coats, and the glass comesin
avariety of clear, smoke, and etched finishes.

Reader Service No. 232

Moz Designs: Gradients Collection
mozdesigns.com

Nine blended color spectrums—including

bri
desi

Moonlight, Dusk, and Earth—comprise the

Gradients Collection of aluminum panels that =

fade from light to dark. A unique blending -t O I e

technique creates iridescent surfaces in eight (]

dynamic patterns including Linen, Shimmer,
Clouds, and Ripples. Available in 48-inch-by-
96-inch sheets in a range of thicknesses, the
panels can be installed horizontally, vertically,
or on curved surfaces including columns.

Reader Service No. 233

Available through:

Carnegie

Designtex
HBF Textiles
Maharam
Pallas Textiles
Robert Allen

Sina Pearson Textiles

# f e 4
Maki Yamamoto: YOAKE Collection 4
maki-yamamota.com St INson

Evoking delicate brushstrokes, the YOAKE Collection of textiles by =

Japanese designer Maki Yamamoto combines silk charmeuse, linen, We | tZ ner
and burlap into harmonious designs. Hand stitched in her New York
studio, the three-dimensional patterns include Kumo Cleft), Niji (right),
and Kiri, each available in two colorways.

Reader Service No. 234

sunbrellacontract.com
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WE DO THE
EXCEPTIONAL

- AND THE EVERYDAY -

WITH GLASS

At GGI, we love functional glass. From custom frit
patterns to true color fades, Alice® gives you the
ability to control light transmittance, solar heat gain
and privacy with your glass design. Whether it's a
wall system for an office interior or a custom glass
canopy, GGl has the solutions for any application.

SEE WHAT

GLASS
CAN DO

GGl

800.431.2042 | sales@generalglass.com | generalglass.com

Select No. 203 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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PRODUCT BRIEFS

Mitab: Caslon
mitab.se

Inspired by its namesake typeface that dates to the 18th century,
the Caslon sofa by New York-based designer Brad Ascalon appears
simple at first glance. Elegant stitching details, thoughtful upholstery
treatrment, and angular forms elevate the design without vying for
attention. The cold foam sofa is available as a three- or one-seater
with mottled wool fabric in a variety of colors.

Reader Service No. 235

Lowinfo: Kast
lowinfo.com

The Kast series of concrete hand
washing basins are designed
to be fully customizable. The
12 distinct designs of the
collection include options such
as concealed drains, double
basins, vanity areas, and soap
dishes. Most basins can be wall
or surface mounted, and are
available in 11 concrete tones
including white, black. gray,
sandstone, and terracotta
Most any type of tap or drain
can be specified

Reader Service No. 236

Gubi: Beetle Stool
gubidk

Design duo GamFratesi took inspiration from

the shape and movement of insects to create

the Beetle Stool. A molded veneer shell-like back
and seat resemble a rigid exoskeleton, and black
powder coat steel legs evoke the delicate legs of
crawly critters. Also available as a chair, the design
can come fully upholstered in a variety of fabrics
and leathers.

Reader Service No. 237

contractdesign.com
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Extraordinary inspiration from unexpected places.

A rusted shovel. A seashell. A charred piece of firewood. They may not seem like luxury objects, but their
unique textures, patterns and colors inspired the unexpected new designs of I.D. Freedom™ Luxury Planks and Tile.
This collection combines the natural with the naturally unnatural, and allows you to pair abstracts with stones
and woods, and all other lines of Johnsonite flooring. And while the inspiration can come from many places, 1.D. Freedom
comes only from the U.S.A. To learn more, call 1.888.899.8916 or visit tarkettna.com/whatsyourinspiration.

) THE ULTIMATE
' FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Select No. 153 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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You've seen Trisha Wilson's work in South Africa for more than 17 years. Now join The Wilson Foundation
in bringing hope to half a million unseen Americans in the Colonias in far south Texas. The needs are
tremendous for these underprivileged children—schools, dental, medical and more. A self-sustainable

quality of life is our mission. It starts with our partners like UT Southwestern and SMU. It succeeds

because of partners like you. Visit us online to learn more, TheWilson Foundation.org

M

Changing lives, one child at a time.
177,

the .

WIISONN

FOUNDATION

ﬁ TheWilsonFdn

ww.TheWilsonFoundation.org 6 TheWilsonFoundation

Select No. 42 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Hospitality

?

Hospitality design today incorporates a wide range of distinct approaches, styles, and dimensions.
We present a bit of that variety in the following pages, from the spare interiors of guestrooms and an
ornate renovated theater in the Ace Hotel Downtown Los Angeles (here, and page 68) to the multiple
influences of Chinese culture and history in the Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou (page 54). Off the
eastern coast of Canada, the Fogo Island Inn (page 62) responds to its geographic location in terms
of both design and greater mission. And in New York, Rockwell Group’s TAO Downtown (page 76) is
adream-like setting composed to appear as if it were unearthed to reveal treasures within.

contract
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Mandarin
Oriental
Guangzhou

In the firm’s first complete
hotel for the brand, tonychi
and associates reference
history, culture, and luxury

By John Czarnecki
Photography by
Michael Moran

The power of place is immediate and all-encompassing in the design

of the luxurious interiors of the Mandarin Oriental in Guangzhou, China.
A distinctive east-meets-west aesthetic is infused in this hotel by Tony
Chi and his New York-based firm, tonychi and associates.

This is the first complete Mandarin Oriental by Chi and his firm,
which has completed restaurants in Mandarin Oriental hotels in New
YYork, Miami, and Washington, D.C. and is currently designing four
restaurants in the Mandarin Oriental Taipei.

“The uniqueness of the property is reflected through embracing
the sense of history and location,” says Johnny Marsh, senior associate
at tonychi and associates. The Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou includes
233 guestrooms and 30 suites within a large mixed-use complex called
Taikoo Hui designed by Arquitectonica. Besides the hotel, Taikoo Hui
includes a retail center, two office towers, and a cultural center with a
library and public art spaces. Swire Properties Ltd, established in Hong
Kong with British origins, developed Taikoo Hui, including the hotel.
Mandarin Oriental’s parent company Jardine Matheson was founded
as a trading company with roots in nearby Hong Kong. Together, Swire
and Jardine Matheson have an international approach with histories
dating to the European colonial presence in southern China.

“It's a modern hotel that reflects part of that history with reference
to the colonial,” Marsh says. The references to history begin with the
overall concept of the hotel as a courtyard building, inspired in plan by

54 ¥ contractdesign.com APRIL 2014
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Ebony restaurant serves both
Chinese and Western cuisine
and features a formal yet
relaxed atmosphere. Paintings
by Uruguayan artist Carlos
Capelan enliven the walls.
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traditional Chinese architecture in which the courtyard is the center
of life. The hotel has an inward focus—in contrast to the hustle and
bustle of modern Guangzhou outside—stacking vertically around

a central courtyard.

Guests arrive in an entry hall of dark, smoked oak floors with
a polished appearance and columns clad in bronze and white-washed
oak. The metaphor is a colonial-era manor, with 26-foot ceilings
providing an airy, expansive feel. That colonial estate sense is
heightened by floor-to-ceiling oak shutters that are opened in the
morning and closed in the evening to focus the guest's experience
on the interior.

Inthe entrance hall for the grand ballroom, the black-and-white
floor has curved marble strips laid in a pattern that recalls the flowing
water of the Pearl River, adding multi-layered depth to the space. One
level above in the ballroom itself, pivoting doors open to an outdoor
balcony with LED light fixtures that can emit any color of light.

An eclectic mix of furnishings
Furnishings throughout the hotel are curated based on an aesthetic
that is modern with inspiration ranging from the 1920s Art Deco period
of affluence to the Victorian era of British Colonialism. “Our approach
was to create a collection of eclectic pieces just as a person would
collect over time to furnish their own residence,” Marsh says. “The
pieces needed to reflect different periods of time and cultures”

Quality furniture craftsmanship is essential for all of Chi's interiors,
and that proved to be a challenge here as furnishings were primarily

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro
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The entrance to the hotel
(opposite, bottom) leads to the
lobby (right, and below), which
calls to mind a colonial-era
manor, with its oak floors and
succession of columns clad in
white-washed oak, giving an
airy, expansive feel, Paintings
and sculptures by local

artists represent the notion

of locking into the past to

give life toward the future.
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Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou

Interior Designer tonychi and
associates

Architect Arquitectonica

Client Swire Properties

:J‘.-‘here Guangzhou, China

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or
visit contractdesign.com.
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The hotel bar (right) isa
speakeasy-style venue located

and warm palette of China
yellow lacquer.
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Key Design Highlights

The hotel is organized around

a central courtyard, as in
traditional Chinese architecture,
but has an east-meets-west
design aesthetic.

Referencing the colonial era, the
entry hall features a high ceiling
columns clad in bronze and oak,
and tall, shuttered doors.

Furnishings throughout the hotel
are a mix of locally sourced and
imported pieces and reflect
many different time periods

and cultures.

Guestrooms were designed
based on a nine-square grid and
the layouts emphasize privacy.
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Ground Floor Plan
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The Mandarin Suite (left)
was designed as a 3,230-
square-foot residence
equipped for entertaining.
Itincludes a dining room,
breakfast room, a large
kitchen, and a separate
bedroom area (below).

contractdesign.com APRIL 2014
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In plan, typical guestrooms
(pictured above) are based on
a nine-square grid of zones
inspired by Chinese courtyard
architecture. The foyer is on
center, and is separated from
the main room by a pocket
door. Separate bathing rcoms
are on either side of the foyer
for dressing and vanity as well
as bath and shower.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

Guestroom Floor Plan
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locally sourced. "Our client, Swire Properties, Ltd, expected all items
to be locally procured and produced; no imports,” Marsh says. “But,
to achieve the quality level that we expected, and to maximize our
time involved, we had to convince the client to purchase and import
some items.”

The primary three-meal restaurant of the hotel, Ebony, features
an interior in which specially commissioned paintings by Uruguayan
artist Carlos Capelan enliven white walls that contrast with surrounding
dark oak. A living moss sculpture at the restaurant entrance serves as
both a buffer to the entry hall and as a verdant, colorful centerpiece for
the dining area. Dining chairs and tables were custom-designed by
tonychi and associates, and Marsh says the process involved at least
four or five shop drawings and mockups to meet his design intentions.

Regional Cantonese dishes are served in an Art Deco-influenced
restaurant named Jiang, with spaces framed by semi-enclosed booths,
glass partitions, and smoky mirrored walls. Exquisite cakes and pastries
are available in the Mandarin Cake Shop, a boutique of yellow lacquer
walls that is also a transition space between the hotel's public spaces
and the adjacent Taikhoo Hui shopping center. On the mezzanine level,
a bar with no official name is a secret treat for guests. The intimate
space includes a main bar, private booths, and a private room.

Guestrooms are based, in plan, on a nine-square grid inspired by
Chinese courtyard structures. The room foyer is on center—rather than
to one side—and flanked by separate bathing rooms for dressing and
vanity as well as a bath and shower. Pocket doors separate the foyer
from the bedroom, enhancing a quality of an urban luxury residence.

Marsh reflects on the lessons learned from this major project.

“Our greatest challenge was achieving our quality expectation with
all parties involved,” he says. “We met that challenge face-on by
educating everyone on our expectations and consideration of
alternative approaches.” e

contract
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PHOTOGRAPHY: IWAN BAAN

F0go Island Inn

-
3 h b The protruding ends of the
\l!n are supported by slender
wood columns, preserving .
theicoastal landscape beneath. \)
The building is clad in locally 4
sourced and milled black;
spruce pan.els painted white:

P
cumracldesfg am .‘. APRIL-2014

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro 65/109



7/31/26, 9:05 AM

By Caroline Tiger
Photography by
Alex Fradkin, Bent
René Synnevag,
and Iwan Baan
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Aninn on an island near Newfoundland
captures the spirit of its people and place

Businesswoman Zita Cobb hired architect Todd Saunders to design the
Fogo Island Inn on Fogo Island, a remote outpost off the northeastern
coast of Newfoundland, because, like her, he is from the area. “She told
me she knew right away it would be me, because | really get that quirky
bit of Canada,” the architect says. “If you didn't grow up there, it’'s hard
to understand.” Cobb grew up on Fogo Island proper, and although
Saunders has spent the last seventeen years in Norway—he moved

to Norway soon after college—he was born and raised in Gander,
atown on the main Newfoundland island.

In 2003, Cobb established the Shorefast Foundation with money
earned from a successful career running tech companies in Silicon
Valley. The foundation’s mission is to replace Fogo Island’s decimated
cod fishing industry with “cultural and economic resilience” buoyed by
cultural production and geotourism. Before embarking on the inn, Cobb
engaged Saunders to design six self-sustaining, strikingly sculptural
studios around the island for the foundation's artist residency program.
She recalls her design brief for the inn: “Find a way, using contemporary

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

architecture, to capture and express what we have learned in our four
hundred years of living on this lovely, rugged rock in the North Atlantic.
Be faithful to the spirit and soul as well as the people of the place”

Embracing the vernacular

With 29 guest rooms, ranging from 350 to 1100 square feet, plus public
spaces including a main lobby, restaurant, art gallery, bar, lounge, and
library on the ground floor, and a movie theater, conference rooms,
and gym on the second floor, the complicated program intimidated
Saunders until he decided to approach the project like a large house.
“Once | had that in the back of my mind," he says, “it came out really
nicely, because the inn has all these domestic qualities to it”

Saunders situated the X-shaped building as close to the ocean as
possible on a promontory jutting into the Atlantic. Steel stilts, appearing
to hold up the end nearest the water, are a nod to the fishing stages
where generations of Fogo Islanders have cleaned, salted, and dried
their cod. The island vernacular also shows up in the locally sourced

centract
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Floor-to-ceiling windows in
the dining room and in each
guestroom offer generous
views of the North Atlantic and
plenty of daylight. Beds within
guestrooms (such as in Room
9, above) are oriented near
the windows to best capture
views. Many rooms include
freestanding bathtubs (right)
and Puppy Tables by Nick
Herder. The dining room
(opposite) features chairs
and tables by Glass Hill and
chandeliers by Tjep.

FogoIsland Inn

Design Architect Saunders.
Architecture

Architect of Record Sheppard
Case Architects

Client Shorefast Foundation

Where Fogo Island,
Newfoundland, Canada

What 10,000 total square feet
on four floors

Cost/sf Withheld at client’s
request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or
visit contractdesign.com.
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Third Floor Plan

PHOTOGRAPHY: ALEX FRADKIN (THIS PAGE, TOP TWO AND BOTTOM, FAR RIGHT); BENT RENE SYNNEVAG (BOTTOM LEFT THREE); IWAN BAAN (OPPOSITE TWO)

Steel stilts hold up an end of First Floor Plan
the building that juts out over
a rocky promontory. The form
references fishing stages that AN 5
are common in the area. L <3 ) Y Lobby

at Library

Gallery

Dining room
Lounge/bar
Guestroom
Mechanical
Storage

)
|
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The main stair (top) and other
public areas have yellow birch
flooring, which stands up to
high traffic. On the roof deck
(above), wood-fired hot tubs
and aspen-wood saunas afford
sweeping ocean views.
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Key Design Highlights

The inn takes the form of an X'
in plan; the two-story volume
angled west-to-east contains
public spaces, while the four-
story, southwest-to-northeast
volume contains the remaining
public spaces and guestrooms.

All guestrooms overlook the
Atlantic Ocean and the beds are
angled to best capture the views.

Ten young designers worked
with local craftspeople to create
many interior furnishings.

The inn's enviornmental impact
is minimized through sustainable
features, including solar panels
and rainwater collection on the
roof and highly insulated exterior
walls and windows.

building materials, which are mostly wood. The striking white cladding
is black spruce that has been painted. The design team also used
painted black spruce for interior walls and ceilings, but opted for yellow
birch—the hardest wood available in Newfoundland—to stand up to
heavier traffic for the floors in public spaces. Because the supply of
yellow birch was limited, the guestroom floors are made from maple
from Ontario.

Furniture and fixtures embedded with island’s DNA

Saunders proposed that much of the furniture and fixtures be made
on Fogo Island, Together, he and Cobb invited ten young furniture and
industrial designers from around the world to live on the island for two
months. They soaked up the island’s quirks and familiarized themselves
with the work of local craftspeople, carpenters, quilters, and boat
builders. “We said to the designers: ‘When you wake up in a hotel, you
often don't know where you are for the first few minutes,” Saunders
says. “We wanted people to know instantaneously they were on Fogo
Island, or at least in Newfoundland.” The designers sent their
prototypes to be produced by local carpenters and artisians.

Most of the interior lighting fixtures were designed and built
specifically for the project, including the chandeliers in the dining room
by Dutch design studio Tjep, inspired by fishermen's rope and by a
flower pattern that designer Frank Tjepkema saw on the island. Nearly
every light bulb in the building (except for the bar and dining room
lights)is an LED or fluorescent bulb. Outdoor lighting is kept to a
minimum to create a “dark-sky” effect to support star- and Northern
Lights-gazing.

Cobb knows the contemporary, handerafted Fogo Island Innis
a success—not because of the high-profile accolades it has received,
but because of the things locals say about the place, including:

“I'm so happy you built it old,” and, “It has the same feeling as my
grandmother’s house” e
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Commune reimagines the
interior of a historic building
as a cool downtown hotel

By Michael Webb
Photography by
Spencer Lowell

Downtown Los Angeles is regaining the appeal it had a century ago
as a place to live and play as well as to work. Broadway was almost as
glamorous a theater district in the 1920s as its namesake in New York,
and aging facades conceal several former movie palaces. Ace Hotel
has brought one of these sleeping beauties back to life, restoring

the 1600-seat United Artists auditorium as an events space, and
repurposing the 13-story office tower as guestrooms.

This is the seventh Ace Hotel for the idiosyncratic brand that
infuses an understated bohemian, hipster-cool vibe within old, existing
buildings. The brand began in Seattle and has now extended its reach
to Manhattan, London, Palm Springs, Panama City, and Portland,
Oregon. “We approach all our projects the same way,"” says Ace Hotel
Executive Vice President Kelly Sawdon, “looking for a narrative that
will give each of our properties a feeling for place and authenticity.”

For the Los Angeles hotel, that sense of place goes back to 1919,
when actors Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, and Charlie Chaplin,
and director D. W. Griffith founded United Artists to make films
independently of the big studios. It was an era of extravagance in
Hollywood, and United Artists built its own showcase for gala premieres
and to give fans a taste of the exotic. Within a reinforced concrete
structure, a Spanish Gothic fantasy was created that was echoed in the
stone carvings and spiky lantern of the tower. Its glory days, though,
were short-lived: the Great Depression hastened its decling, and the
building was last owned by evangelical preacher Gene Scott for his
ministry. An iconic “Jesus Saves” neon sign, a remnant from the Scott
era, remains on the roof. Real estate investment company Greenfield
Partners purchased the building in 2011 and developed it for Ace Hotel

Design team collaborates with artisans

Commune, a Los Angeles-based firm that also designed the Ace
Hotel that opened in Palm Springs in 2009, was brought on board to
complete the Ace Hotel Los Angeles interiors. GREC Architects of
Chicago served as design architects and Killefer Flammang Architects
of Santa Monica were the executive architects. The firms collaborated
with specialists and artisans to restore the street facade to its original
appearance and create a new interior within the shell of the tower.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

For the interior, Roman Alonso, the partner in charge of the
project at Commune, drew inspiration from the modernist cafes
that Josef Hoffmann and Adolf Loos designed in Vienna, and the
house-studio that Viennese émigré R.M. Schindler built for himself in
West Hollywood in 1922. To this fusion of progressive and historicist
design, Alonso added a dash of 1980s punk, which he interprets as a
reincarnation of the flapper era. “It would have been easy to replicate
period ornament, but that didn't feel right for Ace, which likes to twist
things and turn them on their ear,” Alonso says. “We wanted the
interiors to be surprising and radically different from the facade.”

The narrow elevator lobby for the tower serves as a reception
area that leads to a restaurant with a bar and mezzanine lounge that
can open onto the street. The color palette is black and white, with
a checkerboard floor echoed in the tiled dado. Mirrors dematerialize
the massive columns that were added as part of a seismic upgrade,
giving the room a sparkle and making it feel more spacious. Glass-
topped wood screens, modernist light fittings, and a mix of new and
traditional seating intensify the atmosphere. The concrete floor and
partially exposed structure are complemented by white plaster on
which two local artists, brothers Nikolai and Simon Haas, have made
delicate graphite sketches of Hollywood stars and Southern California
hills and flora—a subtle way of adding local flavor.

Locally sourced materials and finishes
Three meeting rooms occupy the second floor, and here Commune has
enlivened the space with wall collages and art glass from the venerable
Judson Studios. The tower's typical floor plate is barely 5000 square
feet, which created a challenge for the designers to exploit every inch
to fit the 182 compact guestrooms and suites. Taking cues from
Schindler's house, the designers used Homasote panels to give the
walls a warm, tactile feel, and gray-stained MDF cabinets provide
versatile storage. Custom beds have a side pocket for the tuner that
controls a wall-mounted screen. Bathrooms are a model of space
planning with a partially enclosed shower and toilet flanking a
steel-and-marble vanity. “Eighty percent of the furnishings were
made in California or Mexico,” Alonso says

The opulent theater has been carefully restored and is now an
event space for the hotel and home to the artist collective L.A. Dance
Project. A rooftop lounge and pool extend from a loft-like bar beneath
the tower lantern. Here, and throughout the hotel, local artists have
been given a free hand to create site-specific work. “We rely more
on instinct than calculation,” explains Alonso. “Sometimes you hit
the mark at once, and other times you have to make adjustments.
Every space needs to provide an experience and Ace allows us to
do what we want.”
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Ace Hotel Downtown
Los Angeles

Design Architect GREC
Architects

Executive Architect Killefer
Flammang Architects

Interior Designer Commune

Client Ace Hotels

‘Where Los Angeles

‘What 146,000 total square feet
on 13 floors

Cost/sf Withheld at client's
request

For a full project source
list, see page 100 or
visit contractdesign.com.

A screen-mounted collage of
1920s flappers and 1970s and
1980s punk artists frames one
of two second-floor meeting
rooms (above, right). The room
beneath the spiky crown of the
tower was stripped and turned
into a bar (right) that serves
the terraces to either side.

In the compact guestrooms
(bottom), exposed concrete

is softened by Homasote wall
panels and stained MDF
cabinetry. Task lighting was
created by Commune and
Atelier de Troupe in the spirit
0f1960s French modernism.
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The 1,600-seat auditorium,
which began life as a movie
palace and was later used for
evangelical services, has been
restored to its Spanish Gothic
splendorand is used as an
event space.
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A shallow pool allows guests
to cool off while gazing out
at a panoramic view of
Downtown Los Angeles.
Built in 1927, the building
(opposite, top) criginally
housed the United Artists
film studio. Evangelical
preacher Gene Scott later
owned the building and
installed a “Jesus Saves”
neon sign (opposite, bottom),
which still remains.
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Key Design Highlights

Spanish Gothic features,
including the building’s
historic exterior and an ornate
auditorium, were restored to
their original splendor.

The design of the interior draws
from several historic periods but
incorporates modern twists.

Local artists were engaged
to create site-specific work
throughout the hotel.

Public spaces were inspired
by the work of Josef Hoffman,
Adolf Loos, and RM. Schindler.

Compact guestrooms feature
exposed cencrete surfaces
softened by Homasote

wall panels and stained

MDF cabinetry.
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Rockwell Group custom-
designed many elements

for the project, including
pendant fixtures with shades
enclosed by wire cages that
provide a sense of scale
within the double-height
main dining room.
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HON

and be seen in New York

TAQ Group pioneered the Pan-Asian cuisine trend in 2000 when it
opened TAQ in Midtown Manhattan, followed by a Las Vegas location.
Capitalizing on the brand's success, the restaurant and nightclub
group engaged Rockwell Group to design TAO Downtown in the
lower levels of the Maritime Hotel in the Chelsea neighborhood
near the Meatpacking District in New York.
Although Rockwell Group did not design either of the previous
TAQ locations, TAO Group had established a relationship with the firm
while collaborating on the Marguee Nightclub at the Cosmopolitan
Resort in Las Vegas and could count on it to deliver a standout interior.
“We knew that we had to reinvent ourselves due to the fact that we
were opening a second location in New York and because the original
design, while timeless, was conceived such a long time ago,” says Rich
Wolf, co-owner of TAO Group. “Our mantra for TAO Downtown was
‘next level shit™

A platform for people watching
Levels do, in fact, define the space. The 22,000-square-foot
restaurant—which spans an entire city block and seats up to 400
throughout—is mostly below grade. The space it occupies had
previously contained a restaurant and a music venue, and Rockwell
Group chose to relocate the entrance from 16th Street to Ninth Avenue
to differentiate TAO from those former establishments. This move also
allowed for a dramatic entry procession that begins with coat check
and extends down a long passageway framed by portals made from
weathered wood slats. The old brick basement walls were revealed and
layered with Chinese calligraphy by Studio Hoon Kim and murals of
geisha-style women by UK-based street artist HUSH

After reaching the hostess station, patrons turn right and enter
the restaurant bar on the mezzanine level and experience a “wow
moment,” according to Shawn Sullivan, a partner with Rockwell Group,
as they take in the view of the entire length of the restaurant, down
into the main dining room on the cellar level. The focal peint of the
voluminous space is the 40-foot-long grand stair. Made of wood, the
stair has deep landings with rounded custom banquettes along the

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

By Murrye Bernard
Photography by
Eric Laignel

‘NTOWN

Rockwell Group designs
arestaurant in which to see

edges and tables and bench seats positioned at the center for prime
people watching. “We wanted to create a restaurant that was about
encouraging social interaction—it's less about planting yourself at your
table, and more about getting up and moving around,” Sullivan says.
The stair can transform into a runway for fashion shows or serve as
bleachers for movie screenings.

True to the TAO brand, the space is bookended by custom-made
Buddha sculptures. A 16-foot-long reclining Buddha rests within the
restaurant bar on the mezzanine level, and at the opposite end, a
20-foot-tall Quan Yin Buddha with 24 outstretched arms stands above
a koi pond on the cellar level. Rockwell Group’s LAB studio designed 3D
projection mapping technology that makes waterfalls appear to flow
down the statue, its eyes seem to ‘blink, or tattoos trace magically
along its many arms.

Guests can experience the main dining room from different
vantage points, including two skyboxes, two private dining rooms on
either side of the Quan Yin, or from the INK Bar on the mezzanine level,
which is divided from the main dining room by a two-story, laser-cut
metal screen featuring an abstracted pattern inspired by traditional
Asian screens. Late-night revelers may choose to sip TAO-Tinis in a
separate, but equally sumptuous, two-story lounge with a discreet,
alley-like entrance from 16th Street.

Mixing found treasures with bespoke features
Rockwell Group designers created a vocabulary that references several
Asian cultures and combines curated artifacts with new custom pieces
The result is a space that feels like a recently discovered tomb, and is
gritty enough for its downtown location. “We wanted to create the feel
of a New York cellar space that had always been there,” Sullivan says.

Many elements—including thick, carved stone columns from
Bali and antique statues, furniture, and art pieces—were collected by
design team members on visits to Asia. Rockwell Group designed most
of the light fixtures, from beaded-tassel pendants within INK Bar to
oversized, lantern-like pendants set within wire cages that hang
throughout the main dining room and mitigate the scale of its high
ceiling. Banquettes throughout the restaurant feature luxurious
details by Rockwell Group, such as elaborate stitching, channel
tufting, and edge rivets.

While many elements within TAQ Downtown reference
the ancient, the project marks a significant shift in branding for
its owner. According to Wolf, “We wiped the slate clean, and
together with Rockwell Group, created something fresh, sexy,
and breathtakingly beautiful”
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mezzanine level adjacent to

ounge. Street
d urals of
geisha-style women directly
ontothe brick walls.

78 contractdesign.com APRIL 2014

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro 81/109




7/31/26, 9:05 AM

contract

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro 82/109




7/31/26, 9:05 AM

A series of portals made from
wood slats frame the entry
sequence (right). A 20-foot-tall
Quan Yin statue with 24 arms
presides over the space, and
comes to life via 3D mapping
technology (below). The grand
stair (below, right) is a prime
spot for people watching.
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Key Design Highlights

A long entry p sSion
heightens drama and builds

anticipation for patrons

The main dining room is
bookended by two large Buddhas
and features a grand staircase
that incor tes seating

Many decorative features were
sourced from Asia by members
of the design team.

Rockwell Group designed
light fixtures and furnishings
that mitigate the scale of the
large space

80

Cellar Floor Plan

1 Grand stair

2 Main dining room

3 Sushibar

4 Private dining room
5 QuanYinBuddha

TAO Lounge

@
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ed within the INK Bar and
the main dining space came
from Bali. The

(below) overlos

within the restaurant.

TAQ Downtown
Designer Rockwell Group
nt TAQ Group

New York

at 22,000 total square feet

ontwao floors

f Withheld at client’s
request
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nhow Rotterdam by OMA

Occupying 23 floors of the colossal De Rotterdam
mixed-use building in the Netherlands, the nhow
Rotterdam hotel made its debut in January. It is
the first hotel designed by architect Rem Koolhaas
and his firm OMA, which also designed the 500-
foot-tall building it inhabits, comprised of three
interconnecting towers described as a “vertical
city” rising above the Maas River in the harbor
district of Wilhelminapier.

The hotel occupies the lower half of one of
the De Rotterdam tower blocks, and features views
of the city. The hotel seeks to tap into the area’s
creative urban culture and serve as a melting pot
for locals and tourists to mix and mingle. Artwork
displayed throughout the hotel frequently rotates,
creating a new experience for guests each time they
visit. Video walls and LED lighting and signage are

theatrical elements that juxtapose clean concrete-
and-steel interiors with gold accent elements.

An expansive, crafted brass reception desk
greets visitors in the entrance lobby beneath large
ringed light fixtures, providing a gateway to the
278-room hotel. Guestrooms feature stark white
interiors with floor-to-ceiling windows that flood
the space with light and allow the views to serve as
the primary decor. Each room also contains a Lazy
Bastard lounge chair by Montis—a “beanbag on
legs”—which provides a spot for relaxation and
a soft pop of color.

A ground-level espresso bar draws passersby
in from the street, while a luxurious bar and
restaurant on an upper floor becomes a destination
for the city’s thriving nightlife scene. The design
includes a backlit white acrylic bar and counter

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

that serves as a central hub within the space. Nine
meeting and special event spaces with flexible
partitions can host events for up to 2,500 people,
and offer views of the Erasmus Bridge and skyline.
Energy-producing elevators, a cooling system that
utilizes water from the Maas River, and recycled
glass elements in the bathrooms contribute to
the hotel's sustainability efforts.

The Rotterdam location is the third nhow
hotel concept by NH Hotel Group to be rolled
out, behind locations in Berlin (2010) and Milan
(2007), and seeks to become a destination for

art and architecture. —coov caLamaio
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In the main dining room,
Cell Tall Pendant fixtu

ustered for visual
and lighting impact.

Eclectic
by Tom Dixon’s Design Research Studio

Having openedin J y during Maison et Objet In some ways inspired by Brutalism, floors are Among the furnishings, an upholstered Pivot
in Paris, the design-forward Eclectic has quickly concrete, either unfinished or waxed, interspersed Chair by Dixon—debuting for the public and design
become one of the hottest restaurants in the City with areas of thick carpet. trade at Salone del Mobile in Milan this month—is a
of Lights. Designed by Tom Dixon of London and his highlight of an Eclectic lounge area overlooking the
interior design consultancy, Design Research Studio, Illuminated by Dixon’s latest lighting fixtures Seine. Dixon’s Scoop chair, clad in a custom fabric,
this restaurant serves as a living showcase of sorts Dixon is renowned as a lighting designer, and is placed adjacent to custom banquettes, Verner
for the latest lighting, furnishings, and accessories Eclectic includes many of his recent lighting Panton’s Cone Chair is implemented at smaller
by the British design impresario. The 160-seat products artistically arranged. Most notably, tables and is one of the few Eclectic furnishings not
restaurant, located in the Beaugrenelle Centre in a central chandelier is composed of 124 Cell Tall designed by Dixon. The attention to detail extends
the 15th arrondissement, is Dixon’s first interior Pendant lights clustered together for dramatic into the bathrooms where, beneath Dixon’s Etch
in France. impact (see front cover). The Cell Tall Pendant Shade Brass lights, custom copper bathroom sinks

Parisian restauranteurs Fabienne and Philippe  light, which has a hexagonal opening at its base, appear like oversized chalices.
Amzalak gave Dixon artistic freedom for Eclectic, is designed to mimic cellular growth with layers Eclectic is intended as a brasserie, a restaurant
after doing the same with Philippe Stark for the of digitally etched polished brass that filter light for business meals, as well as a post-work meeting
restaurant Bon in 2008. In Eclectic, interior for a soft glow. Other light fixtures in the space place. The overall impact is sumptuous, sculptural,
influences from the free-form 1970s are a marriage include the designer’s Base Floor Light with an elegant, warm, and inviting—eclectic, yet
of Parisian chic and British eccentricity. Hexagonal industrial-looking cast iron base and minimal beautifully composed. —sonn czarneck
forms, including polished brass hexagons adorning copper shade. And still more Dixon light fixtures
at least 32 linear feet of interior wall, recall the in bronze and copper finishes are featured in
geometric and modular concepts of the 1970s. the restaurant.
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Eclectic

Designer Tom Dixon's Design
Research Studio

Client Fabienne and Philippe
Amzalak

‘Where Paris

PHOTOGRAPHY: THOMAS DUVAL

‘What 3,200 total square feet
on one floor

Cost/sf Withheld at client’s
request
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Key Design Highlights

The overall design concept is

a modern interpretation of a
freewheeling French and British
1970s vibe.

Nearly all interior lighting and
furnishings were designed by
Tom Dixon in this, his first interior
in France

Cell Tall Pendant fixtures in
etched, polished brass are
clustered over the dining room.

Chairs designed by Dixon in
the restaurant include the Pivot
Chair, which is new this year,
and the Scoop Chair.
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“IIDA Best of Asia Pacifi¢
Design Awards Winners
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The Internatﬂn"i Design Association (IIDA)
Best of Asia Pacific Design Awards competition
recognizes and honors the highest level of creativity
and design excellence in interior design projects
in the region. Contract is pleased to publish the
selected work for the inaugural competition, which
includes eight Best of Category projects and 12
Honerable Mentions. The W Guangzhou Hotel
by Yabu Pushelberg received the Best of
Competition award.

The designers of the selected projects were
honored at an awards reception in October 2013 at

Contract - April 2014 [Intro - Cover1]

WOOBAR, the lobby lounge
in the W Guangzhoi by

Yabu Pu; el Best of
Coy winner, features

47 acurved staircase that leads

Y

e =l

§

"to a bowl“shaped balcony,
which is surrounded by
gold streamers.

the Conrad Centennial Singapore Hotel. IIDA
Executive Vice President and CEO Cheryl S. Durst,
Hon. FIIDA, said, “The submissions we received for
The Best of Asia Pacific Design Awards confirm
our expectations of the vigorous innovation and
technique employed in the region.”

Juror Joey Shimoda, IIDA, FAIA, chief creative
officer of Shimoda Design Group, commented

and posses's"e' ities of cal

refinement, and elegance.’; i - —
Other jurors for the Best of Asia Pacific i:ieéigﬂ

Awards were Annie Lee, lIDA, principal, Interior

Design;Environetics; D.B. Kim, lIDA; vice president

of Hospitality Design; The-\-'.\i?{_‘j’a Group; and Annh%

“What distinguished the award-winning projects
was a skillful reflection of their client’s identity
and an essence of Asia. Most importantly, they
embodied elements of forward thinking design

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

Shim, Assoc. lIDA, senior desig-ﬁ- The
Related Group. — wursye sernarp s
—
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COMPETITION: lIDA BEST OF ASIA PACIFIC

best of competition
hot: st of category

| |
| |
\ ‘ ‘ | Project W Guangzhou

Where Guangzhou, China

Designer Yabu Pushelberg

| Amodern take on traditional Chinese elements
‘ ’ il [ served as the design inspiration for the

W Guangzhou hotel by Yabu Pushelberg, Contract's
I“ “ || ”ltl 2002 Designer of the Year. Both theatrical and

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF IIDA

intricate, the public areas of the hotel feature

i I
| sculptural elements that play with color and texture,
J | ll”l ” I l l I while guestrooms are designed to be scothing
retre i
emphasizes soaring ceilings in the lobby, which is
|
|

m the excitement. Vertical movement
divided by partitions of milk glass and gold-tinted
Il ]

glass, while calming areas like the spa and wet

rooms are moody and sensual, —copy CALAMAID

n.} wi.i

il il

.

corporate space small: best of category -

Project International Investment Firm

Shanghai Office

‘Where Shanghai, China

Designer Robarts Interiors and Architecture

A bold onyx reception desk in the entranceway
sets the tone for the entire design of an investment
firm office by Robarts Interiors and Architecture in
Shanghai. Stone is used throughout the office as
part of different design elements, including vertical
slats that encase the corners of three conference
reoms that are uplit from recessed LED lights. A
single circulation spine organizes an arrangement
of enclosed offices and open workstations, broken
up by a central staff pantry that is flooded with
natural light. —copy caLAMalo
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Project Kanazawa Umimirai Library

Where Kanazawa, Japan
Designer Coelacanth K&H Architects

Designed as a simple box punctured by 6,000
circular windows, the Kanazawa Umimirai Library
reflects a trend in libraries in Japan and beyond

to function as gathering spaces for community
members. The main reading room, inspired by one
designed by Henri Labrouste within Bibliotheque
nationale de France in Paris, is flooded with uniform,
natural light, and slender columns create the effect
of being in a forest. Minimal furnishings provide
patrons with many different settings in which to
read, and ground floor spaces are geared toward
social activities. —MURRYE BERNARD
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Project Neo Derm The Center

‘Where Hong Keng

Designer PTang Studio

Located in a three-story, 50,000-square-foot
space within Hong Kong's Times Square, a
shopping complex, Neo Derm The Center offers
clients the promise of a better complexion, reflected
in the smooth surfaces of its all-white interior.

The absence of color and the use of shiny flooring
makes the low ceilings appear to soar. Undulating
wall surfaces within the lobby and a freestanding
curvilinear staircase serve as focal points within the
space, and are enhanced by subtle, but strategically
placed, light fixtures. —MURRYE BERNARD
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COMPETITION: DA BEST OF ASIA PACIFIC municipal/public spaces: best of category

Project Wuhan Pixel Box Cinema

Where Wuhan, China

Designer One Plus Partnership

A cinema designed by One Plus Partnership breaks
down screen technology to its most basic element:
the pixel. A wall in the lobby features pixel-like
horizontal beams that reach out from the wall at
varying lengths, creating impromptu tables, seats,
and light boxes. The digital theme also carries to
the design of a “tent” that encapsulates the ticket
area and is made from stainless steel plates with a
mirror finish that creates a pixelated reflection of
pecple passing by. —cooy caLAMAID

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF IIDA

residence: best of category

Project Private Residence

‘Where Beijing, China

Designer Robarts Interiors
and Architecture

Maximizing spaciousness and openness was the
goal of the design for a penthouse in the heart of
Beijing’s business district. A 164-foot-long expanse
of north-facing windows connects the apartment

to the presence of the city. Matural wood tones

with olive green accents, local stone, and black
lacquered floors contrast soft tones of Chinese rugs
and luxury custom furniture. —cooy caLAMAIO
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contract

restaurant: best of category

Project Inakaya

Where Hong Kong

Designer Steve Leung Designers

The Inakaya restaurant in Hong Kong takes

t on traditional Japa

ary twis

acontempg ]
elements. A large brewing tank in the middle of
a hallway and walls of sake
infuse the space with the aro
MoV reens with varying patterns allo
flexibility in the bar area, and a dark color palette
with soft and moody lighting sets a saphisticated

Is on both sides

1 with stone, Shaji

tone. A Zen atmosphere is cre
paper, and timber. —coby CALAMAIO

retail: best of category

Project Chongging Mountain & City Sales Office

‘Where Chongging, China

Designer One Plus Partnership

The hilly geography of the Chongging region

informed many of the design decisions for a sales

office designed by One Plus Partnership,

evokes an image of a topographic chart. Geometric
patterns on the marble floors and walls suggest
the valleys, mountains, and caves found in the
nearby landscape. Brown stainless steel counters
that look like boulders each take a different form
while linear LED lights seem to fall from the ceiling
and resemble rainfall. —cooy caLamaio
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COMPETITION: lIDA BEST OF ASIA PACIFIC corporate space large: honorable mention

Project Adidas Greater China Headquarters

Where Shanghai, China

Designer PDM International

In designing the China headquarters for Adidas,
PDM International focused on creating a company
culture that was in line with the athletic company’s
values and image as a “team player” The project
encompasses themed meeting spaces, breakout
areas, offices, and showrooms dedicated to each
brand. Work areas strike a balance between formal
and informal spaces, catering to a diverse employee
base. A central staircase with a stripe lighting
feature connects all floors, and serves as a social
hub overlooking views of the cityscape through
large windows. —coDY CALAMAIO

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF IIDA

corporate space large: honorable mention

Project QVC Japan Headquarters

‘Where Chiba, Japan

Designer Gensler and
Associates/International

For QVC, Gensler and Associates/International
designed an innovative corporate headquarters
that contradicts preconceived notions of television
shopping. The program includes space for filming
and product development, a call center, and a
cafeteria that wraps an atrium. Square punched
openings in the facade reveal brightly painted walls
beyond, creating a pixelated effect. The use of
multiple colors throughout the interior infuses
spaces with character while reinforcing the QVC
brand for visitors and employees. —MURRYE BERNARD

I i etitutinnal fad: Rl

honorable mention

Froject Times Museum

Where Guangzhou, China

Designer CL3 Architects

Buildings once used to house factory workers

in the 1980s have been adapted by CL3 Architects
to become the Times Museum of contemporary art
Four separate buildings were enclosed beneath a
large canopy, and are connected by glass and metal
bridges. A museum with an adjoining bookshop and
cafe occupy the first two levels, while upper levels
are devoted to studio space for designers. Operable
windows and doors to balcenies allow for the air
conditioning system to only be installed in select
areas. Finishes were kept raw to juxtapose three
large clusters of live bamboo. —coby CALAMAIO
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healthcare: honorable mention
Project American Sino Hospital Audong Clinic

Where Beijing, China

Designer Robarts Interiors
and Architecture

Serving women and children, the American Sino
Hospital Audong Clinic oc s a space within
a residential building that was originally intended
for commercial use. The limited existing space

posed many challenges for the designers, incl
complicated circulation, safety, and security issues,
To create a welcoming environment, they

; e
11111 ~
incorporated indirect lighting and warm colors ) |‘ |l ” ‘ LB
e tive of summer flowers to define zones based
on function. Curved surfaces further soften spaces
= s At sriron et ieeehikdraran
and create a safe environment for children and | ‘.__-

pregnant women. —=MURRYE BERNARD

healthcare: honorable mention

Project Mount Elizabeth Novena Hospital

‘Where Singapore

Designer HOK

HOK was tasked with designing the 780000-

square-foot flagship hospital for one of Asia's

argest healthcare providers. The hospital combines
orld-class t ality aesthetics,

nology with hosp
1d the canted design of the 312 pri patient
rooms allows for greater views and facilitates

efficient monitering by staff. Floor-to-ceiling
windows bring in abundant daylight, while terraces
and rooftop gardens contribute to the nurturing
environment. Custom furnishings, a luxurious
lobby, and modulated lighting set a relaxed tone

reminiscent of an upscale resort. —coDY cALAMAID

hotels: honorable mention

Project Lijiang Pullman Resort & Hotel Spa

Where Lijiang, China

Designer CCD/Cheng Chung Design (HK)

The design of the Lijiang Pullman Resort & Hotel
Spa captures the picturesgue and primitive
qualities of the surrounding ¢ and re:
diverse inhabitants, landscape, and architectural
heritage. Sited adjacent to the Shuhe Ancient Town,
the front gate leading to Shangri La, the upscale
jern Chinese

orates elements of m
design and the mysterious Naxi Dongba culture
Columns within the lobby frame views of the Yulong
Snow Mountain, conveying a sense of pilgrimage

Lo guests. —MURRYE BERNARD
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COMPETITION: IIDA BEST OF ASIA PACIFIC municipal/public spaces: honorable mention

L.

Project Nanchang Insun International Cinema

Where Nanchang, China

Designer One Plus Partnership

While book printing typically invelves black text
set against a white background, film i
opposite, with black frames turing action
through a series of images. Borrowing from these
concepts, One Plus Partnership designed a cinema
in black and white. In the lobby, pages of books
made from white Corian appear to flip across the
walls and stack on the floor. Contrasting black walls
il
carridors, feature white characters that represent
dialogue from films. —MURRYE BERNARD

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF IIDA

ten the

and ceilings throughout other spaces, including the

residence: honorable mention

Project Between Doors and Walls s - F =

Where Taipei, Taiwan \ } f Al -

Designer Chains Interior

Sited on the edge of Taipei, the apartment ey e 5 >

named Between Doors and Walls was conceived =P =l ;. G
in layers by Chains Interior. The client’s personal
art collection was carefully incorporated with |~ % o
the architecture. the color palette is e

neutral, the te
stone, od, iron, and glass—create a study
in contras|

tures of the materials—including

5. =MURRYE BERNARD - =

restaurant: honorable mention

Project Mango Tree |l

Where Hong Kong

Designer Steve Leung Designers

Located at Elements shopping center in
Kowloon, Mango Tree Il is the second outpost

of a Thai restaurant in Hong Kong. Its design
references mango tree groves through tree-like
ctures made from timber. The branches of an
ee” within the sea-view dining
iling. and rounded pendant
xath the branches t
aring, used throughout
the restaurant, and a woven, textured feature
lounge reference tr nal Thai
2cture and contribute to an authentic
\g EXperience. —MURRYE BERNARD

str
especially dra
room extend t
fixtures hang be
mangos. Teak wood

fixt mimic

wallin th
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retail: honorable mention

Project Chongqging Flower & City Sales Office

Where Chongging, China

Designer One Plus Partnership

One Plus Partnership drew inspiration from the
image of flowers abstracted by the lens of a
kaleidoscope for their design of a flower shop and
sales office in Chongging. The white walls and
ceiling surfaces, as well as skylights and entry
openings, are polygonal and triangular. These
surfaces are contrasted by rounded, organic shapes
in various colors and sizes that are attached to
them. The floor features bright circular patterns
that represent flowers. Fluted marble columns
within the main lobby add weight to the otherwise
whimsical space. —MURRYE BERNARD

retail: honorable mention

Project Hagiwara Meat Shop

Where Kamakura, Japan

Designer Design Eight Co.

The renovation of one of Kamakura's most famous
tourist attractions, the Hagiwara Meat Shop, needed
to embrace its history and showcase its products
Innovative “tower showcases” rise from floor

to ceiling to display the meat, creating better
opportunities for lighting. Natural materials—such
as rough-hewn timber and leather—serve as the
primary interior finishes. The layout of the store
encourages customer interaction, solidifying its

role as a community hub. —copy cALAMAID

spa/wellness/fitness: honorable mention

Project Times Bund Club House

Where Guangzhou, China

Designer Kris Lin Interior Design

The three-story Times Bund Club House
combines a club and a sales center. The latter
occupies the first floor, as well as a bar and
multi-function conference room. Sales offices are
located on the second floor, and the upper floor
comprises the fitness club, including a swimming
center, dance studio, and basketball court. A
sculptural stair connects the three floors. Above
the peol, an undulating ceiling plane conceals
mechanical equipment while mimicking the forms
of waves. Throughout the club, geometric forms ] A« T
and a neutral palette create a modern and ¥ 7 ;

upscale feel. —MURRYE BERNARD

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro 100/109



7/31/26, 9:05 AM

DESIGNERS SELECT

Hospitality
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Designers name their favorite picks for hospitality interiors

Lisa Chervinsky

Lacava: Catino

Designtex: Rococo Collection

LightArt: French Curve

lacava.com
Reader Service No. 210

designtex.com
Reader Service No. 2T

Vice President
VOA Associates
Chicaga

‘Lacava offers an extensive collection of above-
counter porcelain lavatories in various sizes and
styles. Catino is soft and sophisticated.”

“Designtex’s new Rocaco Collection offers both
large-scale statement patterns and classic stripes
and textures in awonderfully rich color palette. With
all patterns priced at $32.50 per yard, it is a great

‘go-to' resource for suites and public areas”

lightart.com
Reader Service No. 212

.L. R |

sl

“French Curve is sculptural and elegant. With a
24-inch diameter, it commands a presence, whether
installed individually or in clusters. The ‘Ready
to Go' version has a three-week lead time and is
reasonably priced, making it a good choice for
hospitality environments.”

Jeffrey Rausch, IIDA The Phillips Collection: Bicycle Wheel Panel Fire Farm: Astropuff

Interface Hospitality: Over the Edge

firefarmcom
Reader Seryice No. 214

phillipscollection.com
Reader Service No. 213

interfacehospitality.com
Reader Service No. 215

Principal “Phillips Collection keeps coming out with new, “It's great to see that manufacturers such as Fire "l love the big, bold patterns and exuberant colors in
Bar Napkin Productions innovative, and green sculptural selutions, such as Farm are coming up with fun and interesting LED the Qver the Edge collection. [ could picture them
Phoenix these panels made from recycled bicycle wheels fixtures such as Astropuff. They are embracing the used to make a strange statement in corridors and
reclaimed in Indonesia LED and not trying to constrict it into past lighting large open spaces within hospitality projects’
solutions and forms.
Elisabeth Rogoff Billy Cotton: Elements Table Combray Textile & Design: Stool Holland & Sherry: Ramis Wallcovering

billycotton.cam
Reader Service No. 216

combraydesign com
Reader Service Na. 217

Senior Design Associate

“This table is truly one of a kind. It is produced by “Two sisters who were born and educated in France are now living

Champalimaud New York designer Billy Cotton and represents in Brooklyn and producing handmade embroidered textiles with
MNew York an ideal | share with him: design is a dichotomy. historical value and craftsmanship. We are looking into ways of
| see this table fitting in the home of a West Village adapting the upholstered Combray Stool so we can use it in a music
entrepreneur who lives in a classic 19th-century room lounge in a hotel and club in New York that Champalimaud is
townhouse but collects contemporary art!” designing, We always seek out designers who are willing to customize
their craft to fit commercial environments.”
98
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hollandandsherny.com
Reader Service No. 218

“The new line of hand-painted textural wallcoverings
by Holland & Sherry adds excitement to any
environment, Champalimaud is designing a
hotel in Cape Town that calls for this exact mix of
contemporary edge produced via artistic means.
Perhaps it could be a perfect backdrop for the
locally crafted Ardmore pottery in the lobby lounge.”

contractdesign.com APRIL 2014
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Your Showroom Sample Marketplace

Showroom Samples, Overstock and Mock-ups all in One Place.

Office

Home

Floor Coverings

Lighting

Art

PLEN

- .
SampleResource.com

.

Small project, small budget or tight deadline,

LIS 4
SampleResource is your source.

Showroom Samples
Show-Stopping Prices

Select No. 90 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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f 8]
JOWNTOWN

Mandarin Oriental Guangzhou FogolIsland Inn Ace Hotel Los Angeles TAO Downtown
(page 54) (page 62) (page 68) (page 76)
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NeoCon

CREATE AN

T

Select No. 37 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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IDEAS & INFORMATION

SPEAKEASY |

MEETING TABLES

DESIGNING OPTIONS FURNISHING ANSWERS

cr@dio

Select No. 175 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice

800.585.5957 ARCADIACONTRACT.COM
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emuamericas llc  800.726.0368
www.emuamericas.com

Select No. 16 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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now with 50 InterlockingRock" designs
modulararts.com 206.788.4210 made in the USA
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To advertise in Contract magazine’s
Ideas & Information section,
contact Vito Salvatore

. 6466544576
email: vsalvatore@contractdesign.com

Create an open floor plan and provide natural light with a Modermnfold Glass Wall Systemn.,
Architects and Interior Designers can include the elegance and functionality of both glass

and operable partitions in their corporate, retail, and entertainment projects.

888.869.9485 or visit www modernfold.corn MODZRNI OLD

Select No. 119 at ContractDesign.com/readerservice
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Aceray

Andreu World America
Anthro Technology Furniture
Arcadia
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Carnegie Fabrics

Cascade Coil Drapery
Chemetal

Cooperativa Ceramica d'Imola North America

Cosentino USA
Coverings

Crossville

Crypton

Cumberland Furniture
Cumberland Furniture
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AIR.
YOU FEEL IT, YOU BREATHE IT.

Blofield isn't ordinary blow-up furniture. It turns
your venue into a mind-blowing dream space,
both indoor and ocutdoor.

sively distibuted in North Ame: Caribbean by:

Stop Spot LLC

www.stopspot.com

Select No. 106 at
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Based in Shanghai, Julia Monk
is director of HOK's hospitality
interiors practice.

In the Spotlight: Julia Monk on Design in China

Julia Monk, AlA, IIDA, is a senior principal and director of HOK’s
hospitality interiors practice. With BBG-BBGM since 1984, Monk
was a founding partner with that firm until it was acquired by HOK
in December 2013. Julia has been based in Shanghai since 2010,
and offers readers insight into key aspects of designing hospitality
interiors in China.

Today, is the economy healthy in China for firms to obtain projects?
How does it compare with, say, six years ago, before the recession
in the United States? How is it different now?

While the Chinese government watched other world economies crash
in 2008 and 2009, China maintained an enviable seven percent growth
rate, and that generally continues today. This steadiness is significant,
particularly as its population of 1.3 billion continues to greatly impact
the travel industry both within and outside of mainland China. The
biggest shift that | see is the emphasis on who the new construction

is serving. Previously, new developments were showcases of pride for
China: the Beijing Olympic facilities, the World Expo in Shanghai, and
many other iconic buildings by private developers. Many of today’s
newer multi-use buildings are mere thoughtful and are being
constructed for social reasons: to benefit the people.

What are Chinese clients seeking from a firm that is primarily
based in the U.S.?

Clients want us for our design and hotel expertise. With all of our
projects in China, as well as other places around the world, we work with
a client to establish a unique vision based on the hotel's location, brand,
and the building’s architecture. Stylistically, this results in varying
degrees of integrating the local culture into our designs.

https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/contract/201404/index.php#/p/Intro

What is key to understand about Chinese culture as it influences
your work there?

Unlike the United States, China is all about group entitlement rather
than individual entitlement. This affects many facets of life in China,
including meeting procedures and decision making. In China, a decision
can be made and implemented quickly. It will not be stalled or held up
by procedural delays or individual needs. We typically treat all members
of the client team as one entity. That said, | find that every project—
wherever it is in the world—takes a life of its own. To define something
as typical to China or the US. is difficult for me.

How does Chinese busi culture i
workflow process?

In the time | have been working in China, it is rare that a resolution is
actually made during a meeting. Rather, the leader of the client group
will solicit opinions from the entire team and then decisions are made
after the meeting. As a designer working in China, it is very important
that our design presentations speak for themselves long after we
leave the room, because many of our main points will be reiterated

in our absence.

pact a project’s

Give some examples of how your hospitality interiors relate

to place and culture within China.

For the MGM Grand Sanya, we incorporated both natural and cultural
elements of China's Hainan Island into the aesthetics. The sculptural
focal point of the lobby (pictured here) is based on our artistic
interpretation of the butterflies that are one of the tourist attractions of
Sanya. The hotel restaurant, aptly named Silk, features a wall with bolts
of silk stacked horizontally, just as they appear in the local markets that
we toured. For another project in Changle, China, we are focused on
emulating the area's traditional craftsmanship. We are abstracting and
contemporizing the local art of stone carving, lacquer painting, cork
sculpting, and ceramics onto the major surfaces of public areas.

Describe how the unique aspects of Chinese family life influence
how you design hotels and resorts.

The ratio of 4:2:1is the standard family travel unit in China: four
grandparents, two parents, and one child. Since the onset of the
one-child policy, four grandparents have had only one grandchild to
dote upon. This policy has recently been eased, so that when an only
child and another only child marry, they can now have two children.
When planning a hotel, particularly a resort, the layout of the
guestrooms needs to support this contemporary family unit

with connecting doors, multi-player Mahjong tables, and easy
accommodation for an additional guest without using a roll-away bed.
During vacations, families often travel with one set of grandparents to
encourage a smooth transition while away from home.
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“IWin!”

That’s what you could be saying at NeoCon’
when Contract and our sponsors give away a new iPad Air every hour at the show.

Beautiful design — in the latest iPad Air — and at NeoCon®2014.

How you can enter to win: Subscribe to Contract’s digital edition and/or register at the participating showrooms
during NeoCon Go to omeda.com/ncon and subscribe or renew your subscription today! If you are already
a Contract subscriber, you must resubscribe between April 15 and June 1, 2014 to be eligible for the drawing.

Stay tuned for more information on participating showrooms in upcoming issues of Contract,
on contractdesign.com, and on our Facebook and Twitter pages. (Participating showrooms as of March 2014 below.)

Must be present to win. No purchase necessary. Exhibitors are not eligible to enter. Limit: one win per person.

290 3M INaceray Allermuir Andreu World
b il Architectural Markets
AQUASILUSA TR argdia W Encore BOLYU DAVIS
FALC®N ﬂﬂ[ﬂ[l[ﬂ @ rLoorinG Group (»‘
kr ug BMAYERFABRICS [ul Mohawk Group

Stybe Hs Ve

*BASED ON SHOWROOM PARTICIPATION.
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SILICA

ink-erasable with water
made from Silicone

zero PVC - zero solvents

@ memosamples.com
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