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New lalent -Where ls lhe Next Public Generation?
David Spiker
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Dinosaurs.
Structural wonders.
We're just like them, only smaller.
And not as mean.

Offices in Seattle & Tacoma
www.swensonsayf aget.com fra SWENSON SAY FACET

A STRUCTURAL ENGINTENIN6 CORPOBATIOI
-

crcf ilect: SiB Archltecis
protcgrophy: Beri:air Benscheei,ler

i1!,ffi*;l*tm
! I r l^i^"""SCnLlCrl*rt l#*w

sch ucho rtdow. com

Portners. Builders. Crohsmen

Landscape Arch itecture

the threshold building, gig harbor, wa
first LEED certification in washington

The Berger Partnership, I
v 206.325.6877
w bergerpartnership.comr
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ilTElfril
learn more at www.ptacehouses.com

Dirty Hands and a Flashlight.

Niche

Existing
Structures

Clean white paper in a
clean white office cube?
Existing structures
often require heartier
stuff than this. At
M A. Wright we
know there are times
when dirty hands
and a flashlight are
the only way to find
the perfect solution
for your building.

Existing structures?

We do that.

M. A. Wright Structural Engineering
1 101 East Pike Street, Second Floor

Seattle, wA 98122

Phone: 206.322.6354

,... PLACE HOUSES
a new line ofsmart green prefab in the Northwest

t.
f,1,.

IrurccA Sr,truARy
' I--u ro p t'tut I il rtlcn () rnamc trts, Lttl

THE N\ /'S LARC;EST & EIEST RESOURCE FOR
CAST STONE FOUNTAINS. PLANTERS. URNS.

BENCHES & GARDEN ORNAMENTS.
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a visionary practice
optimizing land based assets regionally and globally

BeltCollinr
NoRrHwEsr CivilEngineering 206.285.4395 www.beltcollins.com

Htris Ranch, Boise ldaho, April 2006

announcing our western states
civil engineering office
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SEE IT UNF LD

SEATTLE ART MUSEUM'S OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK
GRAND OPEN!NG OCTOBER 28,2006
seattleartmuseum.org

OLYMPIC
SCULPTURE
PARK
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Atlworth Nussbaum is
a group of talented

landscape architects,
construction professionals,

and maintenance
specialists with a passion

for creating beautiful
residential landscapes.

G@DSGRATULATI@DSS toe

Seattle IJniversity
Lee Center for the Arts

1511 THIRD AVENUE SUITE 323 SEATTLE, WA 98IOI
TEL 206.9s7.3900 FAX 206.957.3901

ww.quantumce.com

STRUCTURAT ENEI]{EERIG I SEIS}ilC OESIEN I LEEO AEEREOTTED

CONSULTING TNGINEERSQUANTUM I

l,lc G RA N A H A 1; 
architects

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

www.murase.com
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Create an lntegrated,
Connected
Green lnfrastructure

Aggregate 0pen Space

to Ireate Connections

and Urban Greenways

Create Multi-f unctional
0pen Space, making the
most of limited urban lands

Redef ine Transportation
Corridors to include more
green spaces and ecosystem
functions in the rights-of-way,
and ease low-impact trans-
portation modes. Lid

the Ireeways!

Recreate Natural Dratnage

to Restore our Waters,

using pervious surfaces,

raingardens, restored

wetlands and bioswales to
clean and detain water
before entering streams,
lakes and Puget Sound

Plan lor Density and
Community

Develop New Urban Villages
with Civic Hearts

Use Green Roofs and Walls

Encourage Decentralized
Self-sulficiency through
localized power generation,

wastewater treatment and

urban agriculture

Strive for Ecological
open spa(e

Understand the City as

Watersheds

Respect Underlying Natural
Conditions such as

earthquake fault zones, steep
slopes and wetlands

Re-establish Historic Streams

that are now buried in pipes

Restore Shorelines for Habi-

tat, so that salmon can safely
lind their way into the Green

and tedar River drainages

Protect and Acquire

Greenbelts and Connected

Habitat Networks

Provide Democratic Access

and Use

Ensure Equality in
Accessibility

lncrease Access to Water

Use open Space for Education

and Schools for 0pen Space

Plan a Hierarchy and Variety

of 0pen Spaces
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PASTlrREsENTlruruRE
The fi rst 25 years.

ARCADE is celebrating its 25th year by hosting its largest party ever.

Email us. Add yourself to the guest list. You will be the first to be notified
as specifics are released. Plan for this early December event:

it will be a night you will soon not forget.

party @ arcadei ournal.com
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THeSOUNDoF
PEnFECTIoN!

720 olrvE wAv, Surr 1400
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98I O I

206/583C,465

ln I990, RlD0LFl lnc. commifled lo odvoncing the susroinohilily of our

environmenl by creoting o speciolized teom of experls who employ

innovolive engineering ond scientific lechniques ot the highest level.

Engineers and Scientists concern

t

'*,
\(}@

Mtl'tBtR
www.ridolfi,com

SEATTLI o JUNEAU

Services include:

I Environmentol[leonup

r Hobitot Reslorolion

I Woler Resourres

I Wosle Monogemenl

I LEED Proiecl Monogemenl

r fivil Oesign

r Sustoinoble Site

Landscape Architecture & Site Planning

1607 Dcxtcr Avc North, Suite 3

Seattlc, Washington 98109 USA
T1206.285.4422
F1206.285.0644
www.beltcollins.com
seattl e(ru,be ltc o I I i ns. com

ta
/1 -

...celehrnies I5 YIARS of commitment lo

e nvironme nt al s u st ainahilit y.
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serv er

Selkowitz Computer Services offers Nitix, o Linux-bosed server operoling system. lt tokes
core of oll your offtce lT needs, ond brings reliobility, security ond performonce to smoll
ond medium size businesses.

t

Autonomic Linux-based
Server Operatrng Syslem

Coll us todoy to leorn more ot 425.890.3421 or visit our
web site: www.selkowitz.com

Selkowilz.com
COMPUTER SERVICES

-

ARCADE magazine is honored to recognize

the support of these generous contributors

[o the new Leadership Civing campaign.

These civic-minded leaders have committed

to three years of major, sustained support,

building ARCADE's foundation and capacity

to focus in depth on the issues of design and

the Northwest built environment.

ilf$t$,'{tft $2,5$$

Jim Durrcan - Sparlirrg

Liz Durrn - DLrnn & Hobbes, LLC

Alan Hart - VIA SLrzuki Architectr-rre

LA/\N Architects

/\4iller Hull Partnership

linr Mueller - JC A/\r-reller LLC

Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen Architects

Swenson 5ay Faget

Ruth and BillTrue - Cull lndustries

Creg Smith - Urban Visions

a
ctTY BUt[DER $10,000
Creg Bishop

Victoria Reed

ARCADE invites you tojoin us in the pursuit of in depth coverage and debate of

Northwest design. Join these leaders in a sustaining commitment to this critical

effort. Please contact ARCADE zo6-97r-5595. Any donation is welcome and helps

in our on-going leadership campaign. Join in the fun, be a part of the debate.

lntegroted technology

t{hy is ilitir befier?
. Eosy to use
. Cost effective
. Bocks up 100's of GB's of doto
. Remote occess to files
. Extremely relioble
. Security disoster recoYery
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80flo of busihe$ don't hove o bock+p $ystbm ftot worlh. Coll tr lo
ssko*de. o fw ewnulm*io*r.d #I.S.89O {}421

LEAOERSHlP GIVING

CAMPAIGN DtlN(lRS
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rhis erttcle ls written to chailenge the decision-making agencies
n tl-re public sector; the agencies responsibie for pubiic building
n the region and the directors and project managers who make
jeclsions about who gets c0mmissions. I would like them to
econsider the processes by which public commissions are given,
:0 allow younger firms without project-specific experience
ln their resumes a real chance to contribute to the public realm.

n hy is this important?

4ii\:r44t

qq**'wq*e{-ts %se# *r &,qd&"s& k-
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iNew Talent-
Where ls The N
Generation ?

C

:CE€

a

I
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)avid Spiker

lhe charge of public agencies in terms of civic
tuilding is not to innovate, but to facilitate. Their
:ublic mission is to get the best talent for the
money available. Public work supports the ground
rn which we walk. It is the unseen sidewalk,
;ewer or sign;just as it is the library, school, fire
rtation and park. The catch-22 of public work is
that we pay for it and we want it to be cheap,
:ffective and not interfere with our daily lives.
Ihis built-in inhibition of cost-effectiveness
forces public agencies to add another criteria:
lhe desire to complete their mission with
[he least amount of stress, anguish and hassle

to the project
they fall

commissions to
offices produces work on

wouldn't the extra

with facilitating high-quality
from young and ambitious

The process precludes taking a

(unproven), talented (difficult),
(they're going to challenge us,
firms that just might produce a

civic invention.

Then I examined the work,
and made choices. There were
to be represented, per se, just'
they should be. There were offices
difficulty with the issue of public
to do it. And finally there were the
and subtle, that deserve the public

a lot



they are not getting. They are denied civic work
by a system that pretends to be fair, open and
reasonable, yet is really too insecure to realize
those conditions.

Scattle has some very big exceptions to my
argument. The Seattle Public Library's Library For
All program has produced an incredible collection
ofbranch libraries (one just won a national
AIA award) and there is OMA's amazing Centrai
Library for the world to enjoy. The Department
of Parks has made a serious attempt at design excel.
lence in several projects. King County Library's
system has produced notable projects. And Fleets
and Facilities, the Seattle agency charged with
accomplishing much of the City's public work, is
building Weinstein A+U's Fire Station 10, another
fine exception. But, where is the next generation
ofpublic architects?

My own architectural life started with public work
in New York working for two 30-year-old architects
that had just started their own firm. The public
agencies in New York at that time had an active
pol icy of encouraging and promoting young talent.

In Seattle, I've sat on many selection panels
and always ask the agency lead where the hot young
firms are. Why aren't they being selected or even
considered? invariably the answer is some variation
of "they can't be trusted to do public work because
they don't have the experience (designing libraries,
fire stations, etc.). And we (usually the Project
Managers) can't take the chance of blowing it on
an unknown." Why can't an office that has
designed million-dollar houses for demanding
clients design a branch library or firehouse?

So, why do the six firms gathered here deserve
public work? They would all like to ger it and some
have even achieved small commissions. But their
current attitudes toward public work vary greatly,
from desire to frustration, ambivalence to disinter-
est. They all have the skil1, talent and seriousness
to accomplish public work. Their offices are
not lalge (three ofthem total only eight people
- and several dogs) but they certainly have the
capacity to successfully carry out public work. All
of these firms have been published, won awards
or been awarded serious art commissions. Two of
them are doing multiple projects at commercial
scale in China. There is a high percentage ofIvy
League degrees in the group, but more importantly
partners of four of the firms worked for Weinstein-
Copeland or Miller HuIl, two established firms
heavily invested in public work.

was on everyone's list. The most accom-
plished architect of the group, Cobb has submitted
public RFPs and RFQs for years, but has never
been awarded a commission. His 12-year-old, eight-
person firm has built substantial houses in the
northwest and his previous experience with major
East Coast firms includes much complex public
and commercial work. His resume is loaded with
awards and publications. Why can't Eric Cobb
get a public commission in this region? I asked the
Capital Projects Director ofthe Seattle Public
Library why Cobb was not included on two short-
lists and received the usual answer, a refrain
about lack ofpublic experience.

are building a $5M residence
on Mercer Island on a difficult sloping site, as
well as designing three commercial projects in
China. Robert Hutchison. who has submitted
numerous public RFP/RFQs, comments rhat the
public process "freezes out younger firms due to
lack of experience." But, he admits, public work
is "different from private, with numerous public
meetings, much community involvement and
construction administration." Hutchison believes
this situation "Ieads to a less diverse architectural
environment in the public sector."

:,-r , ..1,- .' r ':,, . expressed great ambivalence
toward public work. They are a three-person firm,
founded in 1999, with numerous awards and
publications. YetJohn Eggleston notes, they have
"spent much time and money chasing public work
and been shortlisted, but never selected. It took
Ed Weinstein 12 years to get his first library. The
low bidder requirement sets up small firms
for failure. It takes too much effort for the result."
Let's hope that attitude changes over time, as
I find their modest but impeccable houses deiight-
ful and would like to see their skiils extended to
the public realm.

, has not pursued public
work, but would like ro get ir. The eight-year-o1d
firm is designing four projects in China after
winning a Horne of the Year award for their Ma-
drona Residence. Being small, they feel "swamped
when the work comes in and desolate when it
leaves" according to Tirn Carlander. If they can be
awarded and carry out work in Asia, why can't they
do the same fol public agencies in the Northwest?

.., , formed in 2000, has actually accom-
plished several small public projects.Joe Herrin,
one ofthree Heliotrope partners, says firms have
to be proactive in seeking public work. Frustration
over public agency lack of response after being
listed on many "Small Works Rosters" led to them
going directly to the agencies to make their case.
They followed up with phone calls, emails and
unannounced visits. The result is two park shelters
(Ross Park, quite finely done) and a library renova-
tion. These three projects have a budget ofabout
139'o of the Mercer Island l-rouse mentioned above.

is the closest thing that the
Northwest has to Diller-Scofidio in New york City.
Annie Han and Daniel Mihalyo have managed,
through art installations, gallery designs and
small offices, to become the next big thing in the
Northwest design scene. They are smart, talented,
ambitious and hot. But can they actually do
public work? Well, Daniel has produced one of the
most brilliant art programs I've ever seen,
for SDOT, an agency nor generally credited witil
extensive design interest. 4Culture, King
County's arts arm, commissioned them to do
their offices, in collaboration with Suyama
Peterson Deguchi, and positioned them toward
other projects. Daniel thinks "public work is
great work, but there is a 'confidence gap'with
the agencies." Like Diller-scofidio, who were
considered marginal players in the real architec-
tural world until they were given the chance
to prove themselves, Lead Pencil needs only the
opportunity to show they can do it.

SHED, a design/build firm that won an AIA award
for the Bradner Gardens Community Building by
the Department ofParks, asked not to be included
in this article. The partners, well known in
the Northwest architectural scene, felt pursuing
public work would undern.rine their design/build
strengths and have decided to work in the private
sector for the foreseeable future. Prentis HaIe
noted that SHED was "prevented frorn building
the Bradner Gardens Community Building.
This was probably a good thing for us and the
public, because we would have lost our ass on
the project."

Some notes on the selection criteria: Any short
list like this is highly subjective. I wanted ro
develop a group ofarchitectural talent that could
be legitimately tested by the bureaucrats in public
agencies and found to be capable enough to
award them commissions. Excluded are the many
talented people who work for established
firms, of which there are legions in this region.
I was looking for the next bright offices, not the
resident ones.

Zero Plus, Gustafson Guthrie Nichol and Iole
Alddessani are examples of firms and
individuals with great promise and talent
considered but not included because
they didn't meet the criteria for this piece:
an architectural or landscape firm, on
its own, with a track record of work sufficient
to satisfy public project managers.

I'm sure there are other firms out there that
should be in this article. Don't take it personally.
Just keep trying to get public work.

Il.lttri slirit" :irti: ttl'.ii:1r'ri i:;iLi iillr,trt rlr,:;r..::t: ,:i
I.irll ilisll {r,', r:i {t ii r.l li j r )t,,., r' 1.i :Jir 5t,c j l l: j )r s;:.i i;

rlirttiiiil,:ir,,rr il,ri.,:, 1:;rIr'l,irr{.li;r'.,\l.ti'1l.ri l:,'L,i;.i
liit't ir,tt .r '.r, il



iric (obb

Hutchison and Maul

#$
.r'4 ' -
.;E;,. ., :;

,' _$;.li{r.:

i{.a1rlr iroir-1 lrllrrt,i isi.tiid, i!A
'irlrli): iiiiil: 15;'.111 ;r,i l1;;l

HE

| 'i'i,, I :.1 rj.:tl,' rr':-,lli!- '..rjl\ .iilii.' i,ltlri,,) i,,r-tl \it.trai.0l

;
i
t

ilii.ir0sl 9. )ir.li .. WJ i1" I i i'ir 1,, (hrr! r,t,,r,

,t

I
I

L

m

p. Ir
M.l ilt

KMffi*
I tl
ll r Itl- L{

I
, I tI

,,1:l -':'

{i.,,
l'.i#rl

h iei

..1.

r*
,$

+i!,,rr.{:@

:

I
lt

.$*

,iJ

ffi

,#t:Es



Egglestonr/Farkas

Vandeventer + Carlander

drr#a3^

*f
c$-+\
*

4*

t{
26 Feature: Ni:w 

.lalent--Where 
ls The Next Public Generation

fjr!,i:tili:r li ,t!,iIr::! ,llri-'i, I f,i, ' . i.illl,,.,l'tn.. i i,l ,.,

**

r;
.t

!
-n

l r**'9

ds.

' t*,

dr

I,
I

v
l

t,

i

i'-:., o*

9rril,x

"*$

,6
$

$
u

rld

"tr

*.#

d;t a

*a d

';
*l
Jt

.#.,r,t 
*

::,:'l., 
l\

{

,.l

i,

-ty',t

.tl

f;

I

l

;
"1"

)

.,.;a

.r

€t
9.
rE
?,'a
i

I

I

'-I*l
*rt!

,_ l

rs;
ffi#'

Mti
t%3 I

tl

* {"
isdl \'{&
ffiffi
e;,]'#em'

&

'*,

T

*.,

,"w
@
fiW

!*'

*ffit'

. -.:t )
I'-,.
! l"til"*

g\

i

' 6t!
..i$,

Br !tr'.:

fr

&l
Fg

.!

tl
rl

.i t&*.

:l.*
*&'
:'ffi

{ry

lli.

I

,4
i;.

i,lijr,-;r I flrSirji, tiF', !f.,lll, i.1i;:r lLrlr i
ltiriir'.1tai,,ti,: l,1a1rii.



27

teliotrope

4 Culture offices, in association with Suyama Peterson Deguchi. lawrimore Pro,ect, Seattle, WA,2006. I Photo: lead Pencil Studio
Photo: Lead Pencil Studio

Terranomics, seattle, wA, 1998 | Photo: tead Pencil Studio

lead Pencil Studio
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Ro.,\ Parl: Shelter llouse, S{,attle, lvA. lCt06. I Photo: 3en Brnschrreider
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*r the extra*rellnary in everyday Iife

ireflv
a ,rtourrc to inform and connect

MARKETING COMMTINICATION PUBLICRELATIONS

Call: 2A6.59 5.27 37'Write: dyanpfttz6>hotmail.com

GOUD)%'"?IHRUCTToN
10777 Main Street
Bellevue, Washington 98004
425.455.1255
wwwgoudycc.com

A TS
Arc b it e ct ura.l Cons ult ing

WWW. ART IF ACT S -IN C. C O M

350modern
Experts in modern real estate.

360"modern is proud to unveil its new
and improved website. Come visit us!

www.360modern.com

Photo: UniErsity ofWashington Libraries, Sp€cial Colldions, OM2284

Our passion as builders drives our
desire to create truly unique
construction proiects in an efficient
and safety oriented manner. Being
customer driven allows us the
flexibility and freedom to be creative
in how we treat each project.
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SIGNAGE
Arch itectura I Signage . Environ mental Graph ics

Wayfinding Systems. Large Format Digital Printing
Design And Fabrication

206.381.O661islanddogsigns.comdisuno oog
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Henry Art Gallery
15fi AvefiIe NE + t€ 41st Setot I w$w.henryart.org

CONVERSATION WITH THE COLLECTOR

Joseph Monsen and Richard Andrews,
Director of the Henry Art Gallery

Thursday, September 21,7 PM
Henry Auditorium / FREE

ln celebration of Joseph Monsen's continued support of fte
Henry Art Galler/s worldclass photography holdings, Richard
Andrews joins fie collector in a troughtful discussion of his
significant collection and its development.
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Ed Carpenter
Silver Thaw

Redmond City Hall Campus
Redmond, Washington

Partners: Redmond Community Properties,
City of Redmond, Magnusson Klemencic
Associates, MulvannyG2 Architecture, and
Wright Runstad & Company.

RAHAMI SYED PHOTOG

RING THE SPIRIT OF YOUR DESIGN

781.7786

SILVER ANNIVERSARY DONOR
As ARCADT begrns its twentyf ifth year-its silver

anniversary-help build the next 25 years. Your annual

contribution of $1,000 for three years establishes the

foundation to ensure that ARCADI raises a strong

vnice lor quality design.The feature editorial section is

the heart ci ARCAD[. Your $1.000 annual gift

supports the feature editorial for one issue aach year.
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They all use it. Shouldn't you?
When so many talented designers choose the same architectural

design software to drive business forward, it's more than a

trend. lt's a sign you may be missing out on an exceptional

resource. VectorWorks Architect offers architectural design

firms powerful BIM features, unparalleled performance and

uncommon value. Your competitors are taking advantage of

top speed, as well as superior production and presentation

capabilities-plus, seamless integration of 2D,3D and building

data. Shouldn't you?
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elli rishtins

design: Brent Markee

contact Resoiute USA

tel : 206-343-93 23 f ax: 206-3 43-9322

ellilighting.com

ffi
^.>-,

Land Use Appeals

Environmental litigation

Adverse Possession

Real Estate Transactions

Funke,=
Legal Representation for Real Estate lnvestors.

2110 North Pacific Street
Suite 100
Seattle, Washi ngton 981 03
www.funkelaw.com
206.632.1 535
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Fritz Honsen, represented by lnform lnteriors, is o
leoding monufocturer of clossic contemporory fur-
nishings with pieces in continuol controct opplicotion
of vorious universities, oirports ond lounges since
the eorly 1950's. Fritz Honsen remoins current with
new designs ond monufocturing techniques. ln 2OO4
Fritz Honsen obtoined the ISO 14001 certificotion in
environmentol monogement system (oppropriote to
Americon LEED proiect opplicotions).

These pieces ore ovoiloble to view ot the lnform showroom

IN
TIo
=l-s

lnform lntreriors
,l220 

Western Avenue

Seottle WA 98,l0,l

Phone: 206 622 1608
www. informseottle.com

Ion
tnsuRarncE qrcuP

Do you think your Insurance covers you for:
Joint Ventures

Asbestos and Pollution

Innocent Principals

Sufficient Valuable Papers and Records

Sufficient Computers and Media

If you think you may have some

exposures, please give us a callfor

an analysis ofyour insurance coverages.

Ralph Taylor
Orion Insurance Group, Inc.
420g lggth st sw, #201
Lynnwood, WA 98036
(42s) 771-s197

REPUBLIC OF Fritz HonsenE
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> Definitive

Home theater

Whote house audio and video

Customized tighting control

Automated window shade control

Residential computer networks

Audio/Video furniture

re

Seattle I Bellevue I Since 1975
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PIO}[EER
PROPERTY GROUP

UNIQUE PROJECTS,
EXCEPTIONAL RETURNS

Consistently creating wealth

Annual Liquidity
Rapid Development Cycles

H ard Asset Security

Contro lled R isl<

Arch itectural I ntegrity
Restoration and Renewal

Pioneer Property Group

State Hotel Building, Seattle

206.223.0970

info@p ioneerpg.co m



Make sure your client's kitchen
lives up to its architecture.

henrybuilt kitchens

starting at $18,500*

*lncludes full cabinet system for an average size kitchen with level one finishes. Each kitchen is
individually priced and designed, custom-fit and hand-built. For more information, visit us at

our showroom at 913 Western in Seattle, or online at www.henrybuilt.com
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