ARCHITECTURE / DESIGN IN THE NORTHWEST

Where Is The Next Public Generation?

New Talent —
David Spiker
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Dinosaurs.

Structural wonders.

We're just like them, only smaller.
And not as mean.

Offices in Seattle & Tacoma

SWENSON SAY FAGET
www.swensonsayfaget.com

A STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING CORPORATIO
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Landscape Architecture
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nschaelder

first LEED certification in washington

schuchart /dow

Partners. Builders. Craftsmen.
The Berger Partnership, |

v 206.325.6877
w bergerpartnership.com

schuchartdow.com




Dirty Hands and a Flashlight.

Existing
Structures

Clean white paper in a
clean white office cube?
Existing structures

often require heartier

stuff than this. At

meet M. A. Wright we
__ . know there are times

anew line of smart green prefab in the Northwest i when dirty hands
and a flashlight are

the only way to find
the perfect solution
for your building.

Existing structures?
We do that.

WRIGHT
M. A. Wright Structural Engineering B
1101 East Pike Street, Second Floor

Seattle, WA 98122

Phone: 206.322.6354

HeEMT R

learn more at www.placehouses.com

LuccAa STATUARY

‘Curopean Garden Ornaments, Ltd

THE NW'S LARGEST & BEST RESOURCE FOR
CAST STONE FOUNTAINS, PLANTERS. URNS.
BENCHES & GARDEN ORNAMENTS.

Harris Ranch, Boise Idaho, April 2006

a visionary practice

optimizing land based assets regionally and globally

announcing our western states
civil engineering office

=5

NOW IN FREMONT:
3 LEARY WAY NW - SEAT - 98107 - 206.789.8444
WWW.LUCCASTATUARY.COM NORTHWEST  Civil Engineering 206.285.4395 www.beltcollins.com

BeltCollins




SEE IT UNFOLD

SEATTLE ART MUSEUM’S OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK

GRAND OPENING OCTOBER 28, 2006
seattleartmuseum.org

OLYMPIC
SCULPTURE
PARK




Allworth Nussbaum is
a group of talented
landscape architects,
construction professionals,
and maintenance
specialists with a passion
for creating beautiful
residential landscapes.
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QUANTUM f CONSULTING ENGINEERS

CONGR/NYL/ATIOINRNS o8

Seattle University
Lee Center for the Arts

DJC Project of the Week, April 10-16, 2606 LMN Architects

1511 THIRD AVENUE SUITE 323 SEATTLE, WA 98101
TEL 206.957.3900 FAX 206.957.3901

www.quantumce.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING | SEISMIC DESIGEN | LEED ACCREDITED

MURASE. ASSOCIATE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

wWww. murase.com
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Provide Democratic Access

and Use

Strive for Ecological

Open Space

Plan for Density and

Community

Create an Integrated,

Connected

Green Infrastructure

Ensure Equality in

Accessibility

Understand the City as

Watersheds

Develop New Urban Villages

with Civic Hearts

Aggregate Open Space

to Create Connections
and Urban Greenways

Increase Access to Water

Respect Underlying Natural

Conditions such as

Use Green Roofs and Walls

Create Multi-functional

Use Open Space for Education
and Schools for Open Space

Encourage Decentralized
Self-sufficiency through

earthquake fault zones, steep

slopes and wetlands

Open Space, making the

localized power generation,

most of limited urban lands

Plan a Hierarchy and Variety

of Open Spaces

Re-establish Historic Streams

wastewater treatment and

urban agriculture
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Restore Shorelines for Habi-

functions in the rights-of-way,
and ease low-impact trans-
portation modes. Lid

the freeways!

tat, so that salmon can safely
find their way into the Green
and Cedar River drainages

Protect and Acquire
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Greenbelts and Connected

Habitat Networks
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wetlands and bioswales to
clean and detain water

before entering streams,
lakes and Puget Sound
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ARCADE

PAST | PRESENT | FUTURE
The first 25 years.

ARCADE is celebrating its 25th year by hosting its largest party ever.
Email us. Add yourself to the guest list. You will be the first to be notified
as specifics are released. Plan for this early December event:
it will be a night you will soon not forget.

party @ arcadejournal.com
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THE SOUND oF
PERFECTION!

720 OLIVE WAY, SUITE 1400
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98101
206/583-0465

= RIDOLFI Inc.

RESTORATIVE DEVELOPMENT ,

In 1990, RIDOLFI Inc. committed to advancing the sustainability of our
environment by creating a specialized team of experts who employ

innovative engineering and scientific techniques at the highest level.

Services include:

Environmental Cleanup
Habitat Restoration

Water Resources

Landscape Architecture & Site Planning

Waste Management
Sustainable Site Development
LEED Project Management
Civil Design

1607 Dexter Ave North, Suite 3
Seattle, Washington 98109 USA
T/206.285.4422

: F/206.285.0644

SEATTLE « JUNEAU 5S8R 4 www.beltcollins.com
www.ridolfi.com *»» R seattle@beltcollins.com

Engineers and Scientists concerned.
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Integrated server technology

(o)

Selkowitz Computer Services offers Nitix, a Linux-based server operating system. It takes
care of all your office IT needs, and brings reliability, security and performance to small
and medium size businesses.

: “ Why is Nitix better?

* Easy to use
Autonomic Linux-based

Serme * Cost effective
| pera t’ng ystem * Backs up 100’s of GB’s of data

* Remote access to files
* Extremely reliable
* Security disaster recovery

Call us today to learn more at 425.890.3421 or visit our
web site: www.selkowitz.com

[P WA S

Selkowitz ,.com

COMPUTER SERVICES

LEADERSHIP GIVING CITY BUILDER $10,000
CAMPAIGN DONORS Greg Bishop

Victoria Reed

DESIGNER $2,500
Jim Duncan - Sparling
Liz Dunn - Dunn & Hobbes, LLC

Alan Hart — VIA Suzuki Architecture

ARCADE magazine is honored to recognize LMN Architects

the support of these generous contributors Miller | Hull Partnership

to the new Leadership Giving campaign. ;
Jim Mueller — JC Mueller LLC
These civic-minded leaders have committed

: R Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen Architects
to three years of major, sustained support,

building ARCADE’s foundation and capacity Swenson Say Faget

to focus in depth on the issues of design and Ruth and Bill True — Gull Industries

the Northwest built environment. Greg Smith — Urban Visions

ARCADE invites you to join us in the pursuit of in depth coverage and debate of
Northwest design. Join these leaders in a sustaining commitment to this critical
effort. Please contact ARCADE 206-971-5596. Any donation is welcome and helps

in our on-going leadership campaign. Join in the fun, be a part of the debate.
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[he charge of public agencies in terms of civic
building is not to innovate, but to facilitate. Their
bublic mission is to get the best talent for the
noney available. Public work supports the ground
on which we walk. It is the unseen sidewalk,
sewer or sign; just as it is the library, school, fire
station and park. The catch-22 of public work is
‘hat we pay for it and we want it to be cheap,
-ffective and not interfere with our daily lives.
[his built-in inhibition of cost-effectiveness
forces public agencies to add another criteria:

‘he desire to complete their mission with

‘he least amount of stress, anguish and hassle

to the agencies and their project managers. So
they fall back on experience, experience and
experience. Giving commissions to established
offices usually produces work on time and on
budget. But wouldn’t the extra effort a younger
firm might put out make up for the gap in
experience? What is the public sectors’ problem
with facilitating high-quality urban projects
from young and ambitious design professionals?

The process precludes taking a chance on young
(unproven), talented (difficult), ambitious
(they’re going to challenge us, better not go there)
firms that just might produce a work of real

civic invention.

When I started writing this article I received a lot
of interest, ambition, hubris and just plain
common sense. | asked a number of local design
luminaries to provide names for consideration.
Then I examined the work, interviewed the offices
and made choices. There were firms that wanted

to be represented, per se, just because they thought
they should be. There were offices that had
difficulty with the issue of public work, but wanted
to do it. And finally there were the offices, serious
and subtle, that deserve the public commissions



they are not getting. They are denied civic work
by a system that pretends to be fair, open and
reasonable, yet is really too insecure to realize
those conditions.

Seattle has some very big exceptions to my
argument. The Seattle Public Library’s Library For
All program has produced an incredible collection
of branch libraries (one just won a national

AlIA award) and there is OMA’s amazing Central
Library for the world to enjoy. The Department

of Parks has made a serious attempt at design excel-
lence in several projects. King County Library’s
system has produced notable projects. And Fleets
and Facilities, the Seattle agency charged with
accomplishing much of the City’s public work, is
building Weinstein A+U’s Fire Station 10, another
fine exception. But, where is the next generation
of public architects?

My own architectural life started with public work
in New York working for two 30-year-old architects
that had just started their own firm. The public
agencies in New York at that time had an active
policy of encouraging and promoting young talent.

In Seattle, I've sat on many selection panels

and always ask the agency lead where the hot young
firms are. Why aren’t they being selected or even
considered? Invariably the answer is some variation
of “they can’t be trusted to do public work because
they don’t have the experience (designing libraries,
fire stations, etc.). And we (usually the Project
Managers) can’t take the chance of blowing it on

an unknown.” Why can’t an office that has
designed million-dollar houses for demanding
clients design a branch library or firehouse?

So, why do the six firms gathered here deserve
public work? They would all like to get it and some
have even achieved small commissions. But their
current attitudes toward public work vary greatly,
from desire to frustration, ambivalence to disinter-
est. They all have the skill, talent and seriousness
to accomplish public work. Their offices are

not large (three of them total only eight people
-and several dogs) but they certainly have the
capacity to successfully carry out public work. All
of these firms have been published, won awards

or been awarded serious art commissions. Two of
them are doing multiple projects at commercial
scale in China. There is a high percentage of Ivy
League degrees in the group, but more importantly
partners of four of the firms worked for Weinstein-
Copeland or Miller Hull, two established firms
heavily invested in public work.

was on everyone’s list. The most accom-
plished architect of the group, Cobb has submitted
public RFPs and RFQs for years, but has never
been awarded a commission. His 12-year-old, eight-
person firm has built substantial houses in the
northwest and his previous experience with major
East Coast firms includes much complex public
and commercial work. His resume is loaded with
awards and publications. Why can’t Eric Cobb
get a public commission in this region? I asked the
Capital Projects Director of the Seattle Public
Library why Cobb was not included on two short-
lists and received the usual answer, a refrain
about lack of public experience.

are building a $5M residence
on Mercer Island on a difficult sloping site, as
well as designing three commercial projects in
China. Robert Hutchison, who has submitted
numerous public RFP/RFQs, comments that the
public process “freezes out younger firms due to
lack of experience.” But, he admits, public work
is “different from private, with numerous public
meetings, much community involvement and
construction administration.” Hutchison believes
this situation “leads to a less diverse architectural
environment in the public sector.”

gles : expressed great ambivalence
toward pubhc work They are a three-person firm,
founded in 1999, with numerous awards and
publications. Yet John Eggleston notes, they have
“spent much time and money chasing public work
and been shortlisted, but never selected. It took
Ed Weinstein 12 years to get his first library. The
low bidder requirement sets up small firms

for failure. It takes too much effort for the result.”
Let’s hope that attitude changes over time, as

[ find their modest but impeccable houses delight-
ful and would like to see their skills extended to
the public realm.

, has not pursued public
work but would like to get it. The eight-year-old
firm is designing four projects in China after
winning a Home of the Year award for their Ma-
drona Residence. Being small, they feel “swamped
when the work comes in and desolate when it
leaves” according to Tim Carlander. If they can be
awarded and carry out work in Asia, why can’t they
do the same for public agencies in the Northwest?

, formed in 2000, has actually accom-
plished several small public projects. Joe Herrin,
one of three Heliotrope partners, says firms have
to be proactive in seeking public work. Frustration
over public agency lack of response after being
listed on many “Small Works Rosters” led to them
going directly to the agencies to make their case.
They followed up with phone calls, emails and
unannounced visits. The result is two park shelters
(Ross Park, quite finely done) and a library renova-
tion. These three projects have a budget of about
13% of the Mercer Island house mentioned above.

is the closest thing that the
Northwest has to Diller-Scofidio in New York City.
Annie Han and Daniel Mihalyo have managed,
through art installations, gallery designs and
small offices, to become the next big thing in the
Northwest design scene. They are smart, talented,
ambitious and hot. But can they actually do
public work? Well, Daniel has produced one of the
most brilliant art programs I've ever seen,
for SDOT, an agency not generally credited with
extensive design interest. 4Culture, King
County’s arts arm, commissioned them to do
their offices, in collaboration with Suyama
Peterson Deguchi, and positioned them toward
other projects. Daniel thinks “public work is
great work, but there is a ‘confidence gap’ with
the agencies.” Like Diller-Scofidio, who were
considered marginal players in the real architec-
tural world until they were given the chance
to prove themselves, Lead Pencil needs only the
opportunity to show they can do it.

SHED, a design/build firm that won an AIA award
for the Bradner Gardens Community Building by
the Department of Parks, asked not to be included
in this article. The partners, well known in

the Northwest architectural scene, felt pursuing
public work would undermine their design/build
strengths and have decided to work in the private
sector for the foreseeable future. Prentis Hale
noted that SHED was “prevented from building
the Bradner Gardens Community Building.

This was probably a good thing for us and the
public, because we would have lost our ass on

the project.”

Some notes on the selection criteria: Any short
list like this is highly subjective. I wanted to
develop a group of architectural talent that could
be legitimately tested by the bureaucrats in public
agencies and found to be capable enough to

award them commissions. Excluded are the many
talented people who work for established

firms, of which there are legions in this region.

I was looking for the next bright offices, not the
resident ones.

Zero Plus, Gustafson Guthrie Nichol and Iole
Alddessani are examples of firms and
individuals with great promise and talent
considered but not included because

they didn’t meet the criteria for this piece:

an architectural or landscape firm, on

its own, with a track record of work sufficient
to satisfy public project managers.

I'm sure there are other firms out there that
should be in this article. Don’t take it personally.
Just keep trying to get public work.
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jeliotrope

Lead Pencil Studio

4 Culture offices, in association with Suyama Peterson Deguchi. Lawrimore Project, Seattle, WA, 2006. | Photo: Lead Pencil Studio
Photo: Lead Pencil Studio

Terranomics, Seattle, WA, 1998 | Photo: Lead Pencil Studio



Tell someone
about the remarkable in the obvious
or the extraordinary in everyday life

irefly

a resource to inform Llﬂﬂl connect

MARKETING COMMUNICATION PUBLIC RELATIONS

Call: 206.595.2737 Write: dyanpfitz@hotmail.com

Our passion as builders drives our
desire to create truly unique
construction projects in an efficient
and safety oriented manner. Being
customer driven allows us the
flexibility and freedom to be creative
in how we treat each project.

( :O l 'D Y / CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

10777 Main Street

Bellevue, Washington 98004

425.455.1255
www.goudycc.com

Architectural Consulting

WWW.ARTIFACTS-INC.COM

3pBoMmodern

Experts in modern real estate.

360°modern is proud to unveil its new
and improved website. Come visit us!

www.360modern.com

Photo: University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, DM2284
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SIGNAGE

Architectural Signage * Environmental Graphics
Wayfinding Systems ¢ Large Format Digital Printing
Design And Fabrication

urban
residential

dislanddog islanddogsigns.com | 206.381.0661

sign company

UPCOMING EVENT

(Ektacolor) print. Henry Art Gallery, Joseph and Elaine Monsen

Photography Collection, gift of Joseph and Elaine Monsen and The Boeing Company. Courtesy of the artist and Metro Pictures.

Cindy Sherman. Untitled #228. 1990. Chi

CLOSING SOON

Akio Takamori. Jittoku (detail). 2006. Stoneware with underglaze. Courtesy of the artist.

CONVERSATION WITH THE COLLECTOR

A k | O T a k a m O r | Jqseph Monsen and Richard Andrews,
The Laughing Mmonks SR

Henry Auditorium / FREE
THROUGCH OCTOBER 22, 2006
Akio Takamor:: The Laughing monks is curated by chief curator elizabeth srown. In celebration of JOSGDh Monsen'’s continued support of the
cenerously supported by Artsrund, PONCHO, and the mayor's office of arts and Henry Art Gallery’s world-class photography holdings, Richard

cultural affairs, city of seattle.

Andrews joins the collector in a thoughtful discussion of his
significant collection and its development.

Henry Art Gallery
15th Avenue NE + NE 41st Street | www.henryart.org
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PUBLIC ART 4LCULTURE

EXTRAORDINARY SPACES

Ed Carpenter
Silver Thaw

Redmond City Hall Campus
Redmond, Washington

Partners: Redmond Community Properties,
City of Redmond, Magnusson Klemencic
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GRAHAM SYED PHOTOG

CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF YOUR DESIGN

anniversary—nhelp build the next 25 years. Your annual
ribution of $1,000 for three years establishes the
foundation to ensure that ARCADE raises a strong

voice for quality design.The feature editorial section is
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ENVIROMENTAL WORKS, WASHINGTON

TOBY LONG DESIGN, CALIFORNIA

DEGEN & DEGEN, WASHINGTON

VectorWorks

ARCHITECT

They all use it. Shouldn't you?

When so many talented designers choose the same architectural
design software to drive business forward, it's more than a
trend. It's a sign you may be missing out on an exceptional
resource. VectorWorks Architect offers architectural design
firms powerful BIM features, unparalleled performance and
uncommon value. Your competitors are taking advantage of
top speed, as well as superior production and presentation
capabilities—plus, seamless integration of 2D, 3D and building
data. Shouldn't you?

Call 1-877-202-7910 or visit www.vectorworks.net/arcade

to find out more.

V BIM software for the smart-sized firm
CClZI'WORKS.

HOLYOKE

E

TRANSFORM

the way you design

s

Software | Consulting | Training | Support

PPI

ey CROUP

www.thePPIgroup.com
Oregon/SW Washington | 503.231.1576 | 800.247.1927

Autodesk
NW Washington | 425.251.9722 | 800.558.5368

Authorized Value Added Reseller




The Largest Collection

Charles Mudede
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@ Land Use Appeals

i% Environmental Litigation

E_—“ Real Estate Transactions

Adverse Possession

Mechanics Liens

Foreclosures & Tax Sales

e||i lighting Funke.

Legal Representation for Real Estate Investors.

contact Resolute USA

tel: 206-343-9323 fax: 206-343-9322 2110 North Pacific Street
ellilighting.com Suite 100
Seattle, Washington 98103
design: Brent Markee www.funkelaw.com

206.632.1535

1201 Alaskan Way Ste 200 Seattle WA 98101 PHONE 206 623.3344 FAX 206 623.7005 WWW.MITHUN.COM

REI Portland — LEED® Gold
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Fritz Hansen, represented by Inform Interiors, is a
leading manufacturer of classic contemporary fur-
nishings with pieces in continual contract application
at various universities, airports and lounges since
the early 1950's. Fritz Hansen remains current with
new designs and manufacturing techniques. In 2004
Fritz Hansen obtained the ISO 14001 certification in
environmental management system (appropriate to
American LEED project applications).

REPUBLIC OF Fritz Hansen?

Inform Interiors

1220 Western Avenue
Seattle WA 98101
Phone: 206 622 1608

www.informseattle.com

WH0i=

These pieces are available to view at the Inform showroom.

RION

INSURAINCE GROUP

Do you think your Insurance covers you for:

T:206.749.9995 F: 206.749.9970

WWW.PUSHDESIGN.NET

111 S. LANDER STREET, SUITE 204, SEATTLE, WA, 98134

= Joint Ventures

*=  Asbestos and Pollution

=  Innocent Principals

= Sufficient Valuable Papers and Records

=  Sufficient Computers and Media

If you think you may have some
exposures, please give us a call for

an analysis of your insurance coverages.

Ralph Taylor

Orion Insurance Group, Inc. . BRANDING/IDENTITY
4208 198™ St SW, #201 : COLLATERAL
Lynnwood, WA 98036 ANNUAL REPORTS
(425) 771-5197 PACKAGING

EXHIBIT/RETAIL
DIGITAL MEDIA
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425-274-0110, Ex 653

definitive.com

» Definitive

Home theater
Whole house audio and video
Customized lighting control
Automated window shade control
Residential computer networks

Audio/Video furniture

Definiti

Seattle | Bellevue | Since 1975
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Pl1ONEER

PROPERTY GROUP

UNIQUE PROJECTS,
EXCEPTIONAL RETURNS

Consistently creating wealth

Annual Liquidity
Rapid Development Cycles

Hard Asset Security
Controlled Risk

Architectural Integrity
Restoration and Renewal

Pioneer Property Group
State Hotel Building, Seattle
206.223.0970

info@pioneerpg.com




Make sure your client’s kitchen
lives up to its architecture.

henrybuilt kitchens

starting at $18,500*

*Includes full cabinet system for an average size kitchen with level one finishes. Each kitchen is
individually priced and designed, custom-fit and hand-built. For more information, visit us at
our showroom at 913 Western in Seattle, or online at www.henrybuilt.com

ARCADE 1201 Alaskan Way, Suite 200, Pier 5§, Seattle, WA 98101-291% Non-Profit
US POSTAGE PAID
Seattle WA
Permit 9556
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GREG FLINMDERS
4851 SW 42ND AVE
FORTLAND, OR 97221-3632
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