
TH n futBRI CAI{ AnCH ITBCT
Jfr ATTCHITECTURAL REVIEV

VOL. CXXYI WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, t924 NIIITRER 245i)

,D 8-xr-Z
,1:

.?-
rl

N"

,/ --4-H\T+E BQIDCE Or P/No9

THE BRIDCE OF PINOS

A PASSING GLANCE dt SPAIN

Random Sketches and flighty first Impressions by Samuel Chamberlain

glistening, sun-
trees, the caress-
sun, bullfights,

fandango.s, gay, agile villains witir daggers and
eastancts, mantillas and roses u1 clenche'd teeth

ILPITANT architects on a maitlen
trip to Spain are tluc for man.y a
surprise. However yagl,re may be
one's actual hnolr,leclge of, that
intrigtiug- colrntrl', thcre is usuallv
that preco.nceivecl aucl oftcn pr.epos-

s.ciloritas of thc florving mantilla arrd the rose.
c'lenclictl tee,th ancl other properties. are eithcr,
non-existent or safel.v bchincl bclt, bar anrl
blincler.

Sufficienth. hard boiled travellers rvho adapl;
thernselves reaclil.v to the tife o{ primitive, man
find little to cornplain about in the, Spanish com-
forts of life. The feminine angle, however, holcls
the hotels to be vile, the foocl to be execrable. the
elimate 

-inexcusable, the people rrrde and staring,
the railroads an exasperating ioke. Stra"ge,
poigtant odors perrneate the corriilors of all ioo
many Spanish hotels, it is true. As nearly as
the most preclominant perfume ean be pinned
down with mere words, it resembjes allspice
thrown into the heav.v atmosphere of an operat-
ing roorn. And the becls, from the point of view
of repose afforded, have progressed little beyond

The. colrl leality, one is startled to find, is that
Spaiu is too cold in the 'Winter 

and mo,st of the
Fall ancl too hot in the Summer for comfort-
(IIoral: gol i1 the Spriugtime)-that, comparecl
to France it is a very expensive place in ivhich
ti, travel; that bleak, barren hills usirallv substitute
for orange blosso,ms, and. that the enehanting

(CoPlrieht, ry24, The Architectural & Building press, Inc.)
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those of the stone age. But what of that ? Spari-
ish meals eonsist plincipall.y of meat ancl more
meat, and still mole meat during the bullfig'hting
season, it appe,ars, and they nre savoretl a bit to<r
stlongly with rancicl olivc oil, it i-q true. 'Ihc,
Spanishtrains
offeu.erv rrearlv
the ultirnatc irr
leisurelv and
rorliil traveil. A
"rle luxe2' ex-
pless (the quota-
tion marks al'c
saleastic), h a s

the relatir,e dis-
patch of a

Starnford Iocal.
'l'he vision of
tr seeontl cl ass
ronrpartrnent at
rnealtirne is not
lrleasing. Greast'
fingers, stuffv
fitmes of garlic
and recl wine, egu
sholls, fish boncs,
nut shclls, orarlge
peelings uncler

it, mrrst 6ntl a happy hrrnting grorrrrtl thort'.
Anothel clecicled surprise comcs as soon as one

steps from the raihvay station in l[adrid, har-
lassed b.r' eilt lettererl pcrters, pestered bv bag-
gage scorpions, but cnchanted b.r, the sight of that

forgotten flower,
a genuine yellorv
faxi. Civilization.
as exen-rplified bv
sublvavs, s k .v-
scrapers, adding
machines, type
u'riters ancl
shouting neIYs-
bo,i,s is flo*risli
ing in a most fc,r-
tile oasis, that
mueh is evident.
College eake
eraters a nd the
gay social bloods
nho have mas-
tererl the manual
of polite Spanish
eonversation anrl
aIe l)os.cesse d of
a plump pocket-
book could have
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THE HOSPITAL AT UBEDA

foot. Alscl tlrc art ofl frank antl merciless stat,illg
is br- no nle,al)s a lost one in Spain. The shtink-
irrg violet almost wither.s antl passe,s out. Rut
rvhcu all thcse inclictments are banderl in ,,rrt,.

a rvonrlelful tirrre in '\larlrirl. It lias all thc iazz,
the luxurious zrpaltmcuf.s, flre cabalcts anrl the cut-
throat cab tlrivers that can be forrrrd irr the lorver
tifties of Ntrr, \'ork. Tt is rlistinr,tlv a rrr,rderrr
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they presetrt a very rveak ar.grrment to tletain an
architecl flonr tlie tr.ip throlrgh Spain. 'Ihe sanre
bristling soulce of opinion that condemns the
comforts of the place, admits without qualification
that ar alchitec.t, if he chose to look for

city. Every rrrusic store has elaborate displays
of-dat,o I repeat the wearisome words Z-((Yes,
\Yc Ilavc No llananas," which was I'espectably
recent at that tirle. Tlie old streets have been
slashed and sliced and scraped to make way for
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rrew boulevarcls of fauitless asphalt. Skyscrapers.
in the modest sr,nse of the rvortl trventl leals ago.
are rising up as the-v ale iu uo otlier cit.y in
Europe. One o{ the uewly created boulevarcls is
Iirreci rvith them, all in various stages of conr-

less. I'hc vast pyranrids, spheres, leapiug horse.r.
gilderl chariots aud c,.,ng'lornerate gewgaws rvhich
arc so niuch iu ftrvor here, possess an almo-qt
ucgligible ruisott d,'etre. There are other archi-
tectulal phenourena to be foutrtl, most notablv arrtl
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lrletion. Sonre of thc"rn rise up n full thir.tccn or.
fourteerr stolies. ls tlebutantes at this -sort of
thing, the Spanish naturally comrnit sorne ratLer
terlibie aIlairs. Most rroticeable is thc violent
lack of scale of the elaborate and junk.y clestinc'
rvhich, Iike a rooster's comb, is apparently meant
to iend a telling touch of clegance. This sort
of thing is quite all right on a Riviera hotel, antl
it goes admirably with bab.y's builcling blocks,
but on an ollice building it is eutirel.y meaning'
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FROM THE ORIGINAL DRAWINC BY SAMUEL CHAMBERLAIN
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lotoriousl;- a squad of carl.aticle-* iu, phalari-x
t'olmatirln, each elborving the other out of the
way. But skyscrapers irr nladrid wele a snrprisc.
Onc had a repeated preserrtirneut that I'ark Avt,
rme rvoulcl be iust aronnd the correr. 'Ihose in
rluest of arr old wor'lcl atrrrosphere will fincl trbout
as much of it here as in Galy, Incliana. Possessecl
of a fortune ancl a l-rack slapping acquaintance
rvith Alphonso XIII, it niight be iollv to have au
apartmelt at the Ritz fol a month ol so, other-
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