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THE OCTAGON AND THE ARCHITECT 
THE PAST AND FUTURE OF THE A.LA. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N : 

The A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu t e of Arch i t ec t s s tands on the 
t h r e s h o l d of a new^ e r a i n its a c t i v i t y of se rv ice to the 
a rch i t ec t s of the n a t i o n . It has r e o r g a n i z e d its i n t e r n a l 
s e t u p so tha t the f u n c t i o n s a r e c a r r i e d o n s imu l ­
t a n e o u s l y b y three p r i n c i p a l d e p a r t m e n t s : A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n , E d u c a t i o n a n d Research, a n d Pub l i c a n d Pro­
f e s s i o n a l Rela t ions . 

A d o p t i o n of s t ruc tu re r e v i s i o n set u p these basic 
ob jec t ives , a n d r e s t a t i n g t h e m at this t ime seems to 
be i n order : 

" G e n e r a / — The A . I . A . s h o u l d so o r g a n i z e as to 
f u r n i s h a d e q u a t e , i n s p i r i n g l e a d e r s h i p a n d service to 
the p u b l i c , to the p ro fe s s ion a n d to p r o f e s s i o n a l edu­
c a t i o n t h r o u g h the d e v e l o p m e n t of l o n g - r a n g e ob­
j ec t ives so 'That the A r c h i t e c t m a y o c c u p y himself 
w i t h e v e r y phase of l i f e i n the c i v i l i z a t i o n of w h i c h 
h e is a pa r t a n d m a y i m p r o v e the p h y s i c a l f r a m e v r o r k 
of ou r l i v i n g . ' 

S p e c i f i c a l l y for a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , the l o n g - r a n g e ob­
j ec t i ve s s h o u l d e m b r a c e : 

a. A t h o r o u g h l y U n i f i e d Profess ion. 

b. E d u c a t i o n for the Profess ion ( P r a c t i c i n g A r c h i ­
tects) . 

1. To h a v e g r e a t e r v i s i o n ; to a i d i n p u b l i c en­
d e a v o r s a n d to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the a f f a i r s of the i r re­
spec t ive c o m m u n i t i e s ; to t h i n k i n te rms of p u b l i c w e l ­
f a r e as a pa r t of t he i r o w n . 

2. To t h ink i n b r o a d e r t e rms of c o m m u n i t y de­
v e l o p m e n t ; i.e., l a n d use, c i t y p l a n n i n g , z o n i n g , hea l th , 
s a fe ty , etc., r a the r t h a n fo r spec i f i c b u i l d i n g s c o m i n g 
f r o m the i r of f ices . 

3. To b e c o m e more v i t a l l y i n t e r e s t ed i n a l l mat ters 
r e l a t i n g to the i m p r o v e m e n t of p h y s i c a l p l a n n i n g . 

4. To e n c o u r a g e a n d a i d the y o u n g e r members 
of the p ro fe s s ion a n d to t h i n k i n te rms of the w e l f a r e 
of the p rofess ion . 

5. To be w i l l i n g to c o n t r i b u t e to, a n d a i d one 
a n o t h e r a n d the p ro fes s ion , i n the d e v e l o p m e n t of 
be t te r means a n d methods . 

6. To be s c r u p u l o u s l y e th i ca l . C l a r i f i c a t i o n o l 

e th ica l s tandards b y e x a m p l e . Con t i nuous e d u c a t i o n 
i n ethics necessary. 

7. To ins t i l l i n the C h a p t e r s the w i l l to take the 
i n i t i a t i v e i n a l l such ma t t e r s so that , w i t h i n the f r a m e ­
w o r k f u r n i s h e d b y The Ins t i tu te , each m a y f o r m u l a t e 
a n d c a r r y on its o w n p r o g r a m a n d a c t i v i t y i n a 
v i t a l w a y . 

8. To a i d the p r a c t i t i o n e r to render a n i m p r o v e d 
a n d a d e q u a t e se rv ice to c l ien ts . 

9. The d e v e l o p m e n t of A r c h i t e c t u r e as a l i v i n g 
science a n d ar t . 

c. A d e q u a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g (students) more 
c losely a l l i e d to a n d f u n c t i o n i n g w i t h the Pro­
fession. 

d. A d e q u a t e research , s t udy a n d co - re l a t ion of 
da ta . 

e. A d e q u a t e a n d p r o p e r Pub l i c Relat ions — Gov­
e r n m e n t a l a n d o t h e r w i s e , i n c l u d i n g a d e q u a t e 
d i s semina t ion of i n f o r m a t i o n o n a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
p rac t ice a n d p r o b l e m s a f f e c t i n g the profess ion . 

f. A d e q u a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l re la t ions , contac t a n d 
i n f o r m a t i o n d i s s e m i n a t i o n . 

g . Journa l i sm w i t h v i t a l i t y to d e v e l o p progress 
w i t h i n the p ro fe s s ion s h o u l d be u n d e r t a k e n . 

h. P roper ly o r g a n i z e d a n d s t a f f ed O c t a g o n to so 
conduc t a f f a i r s that the Basic O b j e c t i v e s m a y 
be a t t a i n e d . " 

The Of f i ce r s , C o m m i t t e e s a n d Staff, b y w o r d , d e e d 
a n d ac t i on , h a v e b e e n v i g o r o u s l y p r o m o t i n g these 
l i m s w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e to: 

1. B u i l d i n g u p the p r e s t i ge a n d d i g n i t y of The 
Ins t i tu te ; 

2. Ra i s ing the l e v e l of the A r c h i t e c t u r a l Profession; 
3. Be ing of g r e a t e r se rv ice to society. 
The Ins t i tu te ' s i n f l u e n c e is fe l t i n a l l l eve ls of the 

n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y the Execu t ive a n d 
Leg is la t ive , a n d it is l o o k e d u p o n w i t h respect b y those 
w h o a re respons ib le for n e w trends a n d deve lopmen t s 
i n the cons t ruc t ion a n d d e s i g n i n g f ie lds . 

The a rch i t ec t has no t r i s en i n f avor w i t h legis la tors 
a n d b u i l d i n g a u t h o r i t i e s as a mat te r of chance . His 
g o o d n a m e has b e e n p r o m o t e d on a yea r ' r o u n d basis 
t h r o u g h a n i n t e n s i v e p r o g r a m of educa t i on a n d p u b l i c 
re la t ions d i r e c t e d f r o m the O c t a g o n ; his p rofess iona l 
s tandards h a v e b e e n k e p t h i g h t h r o u g h the w o r k of 
o u t s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e s a n d h i g h c a l i b e r staff mem­
bers w h o use e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y to p r omo te " the prac­
t i c a l e f f i c i e n c y of the p ro fe s s ion . " 

WHERE DO WE STAND NOW? 

The A . I . A . compr i ses a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8,000 members 
or 75 per cent of the p ro fe s s ion a n d is t he re fo re able 
to speak for the a r c h i t e c t u r a l profess ion i n A m e r i c a , 
w h i c h it does f r e q u e n t l y a n d to g o o d effect . W e face 
i m m e d i a t e p r o b l e m s of the necessity of e x p a n s i o n i n 
t w o d i rec t ions at present : Educa t i on a n d Research, 
a n d Publ ic a n d Pro fess iona l Relat ions. Let us look 
at some of the p l a n s fo r the i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e but , i n 
so d o i n g , it must b e b o r n e in m i n d that these ex­
pans ions of i n f l u e n c e a n d a c t i v i t y w i l l cost money. 
M o r e m o n e y t h a n w e n o w have i n our a n n u a l budget 
for such purposes . These a re a l l ac t iv i t i e s w h i c h the 
archi tects h a v e themse lves reques ted a n d on the 
f loor at the 1948 C o n v e n t i o n i n Salt Lake C i t y a com-
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mit tee was a u t h o r i z e d to g i v e thought to w a y s a n d 
means of i n c r e a s i n g the dues of each corpora te m e m ­
b e r of The Ins t i tu te . Y o u w i l l be g i v e n d e f i n i t e p r o ­
posals for such inc rease at the 81st a n n u a l C o n v e n ­
t ion to be h e l d i n Hous ton , Texas, i n M a r c h . This is 
w h y such a n i nc rease is n o w i m p e r a t i v e a n d these 
a r e the th ings The A . I . A . hopes to a c c o m p l i s h in the 
i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e if s u f f i c i e n t funds a re f o r t hcoming . 

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH 

The Ins t i tu te recognizes that the prac t ice of a r ch i ­
tecture t oday ca l l s f o r a w e a l t h of t e chn i ca l e d u c a t i o n 
a n d the expe r i ence i n s p e c i a l i z e d b u i l d i n g types that 
must be b r o u g h t u p to da t e o n a constant , yea r ' r o u n d 
basis. The B o a r d of D i rec to r s recognizes that the w o r k 
of this depa r tmen t , u n d e r the c a p a b l e a n d v igorous 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of W a l t e r A . Tay lo r , w h o has p e r f o r m e d 
such a s p l e n d i d j o b i n l a y i n g the g r o u n d w o r k , is 
a m o n g the No . 1 jobs of The A . I . A . 

A l l ac t iv i t i e s of this D e p a r t m e n t a re a i m e d t o w a r d 
one g o a l : e l e v a t i n g the s ta tus of the p r a c t i c i n g a r ch i ­
tect b y a t t e m p t i n g to i m p r o v e educa t i on at the a rch i ­
t ec tu r a l school l e v e l , a n a l y z i n g a n d i n t e r p r e t i n g the 
latest advances , a n d p r o v i d i n g for the greates t degree 
of p a r t i c i p a t i o n poss ib le i n seminars on the social , 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l fac tors of des ign 
a l o n g w i t h a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of s t ruc tura l theory , b u i l d ­
i n g ma te r i a l s a n d e q u i p m e n t , a n d cons t ruc t ion tech­
n iques . 

The A . l . A . p e r f o r m s these services i n m a n y w a y s 
i n c l u d i n g c o m m i t t e e w o r k , spec i a l ar t ic les i n the Bul­
letin a n d i n d i v i d u a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , staff studies of b u i l d ­
i n g types , research b y f a c u l t y members a n d g r a d u a t e 
students i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h The Ins t i tu te , co l l abora ­
t ion w i t h other societ ies, a n d the seminars . 

The seminars a re b e c o m i n g of i nc r ea s ing impor t ­
ance a n d an a m b i t i o u s p r o g r a m is schedu led for 1949 
at three leve ls : 

1. National Convention. This w i l l be u n d e r the 
g e n e r a l h e a d i n g of " A m e r i c a n Li fe a n d A r c h i ­
tecture i n the A t o m i c A g e " a n d w i l l be con­
c e r n e d not o n l y w i t h t a lks b y n a t i o n a l l y p r o m i ­
nen t au tho r i t i e s o n a t o m i c science for peace a n d 
w a r , but a l so w i t h l a r g e r f u n d a m e n t a l s of trends 
i n A m e r i c a n l i f e a n d f u n d a m e n t a l s of de s ign 
w i t h emphas i s on co lo r systems a n d spec i f ica ­
t ions. Thus, each a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n w i l l be 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h b r o a d , t heo re t i ca l a n d i n sp i r a ­
t i o n a l t r ea tmen t s of sub jec ts of c o m m o n interest 
to the a rch i tec t s . 

2. Regional Seminars. These w i l l be s t aged for 
each of the e i g h t r e g i o n s of The A . l . A . a n d w i l l 
be c o n c e r n e d w i t h s o m e w h a t more specif ic 
p r o b l e m s of p r a c t i c e such as a r c h i t e c t u r a l b u i l d ­
i n g types . This s h o u l d e n a b l e hundreds of m e m ­
bers w h o c a n n o t n o w f i n d it poss ible to a t t e n d 
the a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n to be b rough t u p to 
date on the latest i deas i n cons t ruc t ion . The 
emphasis w i l l be o n i n d i v i d u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r a the r t h a n f o r m a l lec tures . 

3. State and Chapter Seminars. The A . l . A . wishes 
to g i v e i m p e t u s a l so to a n e x p a n s i o n of the 
seminar i d e a at a s tate a n d chap te r l eve l w h e r e 
archi tec ts c a n g a t h e r for d e t a i l e d discussion 
of t e chn i ca l a n d m e c h a n i c a l p rob lems , speci­

f i ca t i ons a n d m a t e r i a l s . Such m a t t e r s as o f f i c e 
p rac t i ces c a n a l so be c o n s i d e r e d . 

If a n increase of dues is a c h i e v e d , t h e n the De­
p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n a n d Research c a n e m b a r k suc­
cess fu l ly o n a l l of the i t ems e n u m e r a t e d a b o v e , as 
w e l l as the f o l l o w i n g : 

1. Refresher Courses for the Practitioners. 

This p r o g r a m , o v e r a p e r i o d of a f e w yea r s , 
c o u l d i n c l u d e the f o l l o w i n g f i e lds w i t h respect 
to n e w d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d c h a n g e s i n t h e o r y 
a n d p rac t i ce w h i c h h a v e c o m e a b o u t s ince the 
p e r i o d of f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n of the p r a c t i t i o n e r 
i n school : t e c h n i c a l a d v a n c e s i n the b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y , e v o l u t i o n i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l t h e o r y a n d 
charac te r , t e c h n i q u e s or sub jec t m a t t e r n e w i n 
the schools, b r o a d e n e d scope of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
service, a n d the ef fec ts o n p r o f e s s i o n a l p r a c t i c e 
a n d ethics. 

This p r o g r a m w o u l d be d i v i d e d i n t o p r o f e s s i o n a l 
p r ac t i c e , d e s i g n , h i s t o r y a n d t h e o r y , s t r u c t u r a l 
theory , n e w c o n s t r u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s , n e w m a ­
ter ia l s a n d m e c h a n i c a l e q u i p m e n t . By B o a r d 
d i r e c t i o n , the e m p h a s i s i n the i m m e d i a t e f u t u r e 
is g o i n g to be on p r o f e s s i o n a l p r a c t i c e a n d m e ­
c h a n i c a l e q u i p m e n t . 

The ma te r i a l s , it is h o p e d , w i l l be a s s e m b l e d 
i n t o C h a p t e r h a n d b o o k s w h i c h c a n b e b r o u g h t 
u p to da te as i n f o r m a t i o n c h a n g e s . The D e ­
p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n a n d Resea rch w o u l d 
p r e p a r e m a n u a l s fo r d i f f e r e n t s u b j e c t s to b e 
d iscussed at s emina r s o n the v a r i o u s l e v e l s , a n d 
w o u l d r e c o m m e n d t ex tbooks , b i b l i o g r a p h i e s a n d 
resources d r a w n f r o m the p r o f e s s i o n , i n d u s t r y 
a n d t e c h n i c a l sources. 

2. Expanded Clinical and Consulting Services to 
the Profession Regarding Technical and Speci­
fication Problems. 

This w o u l d m a k e The O c t a g o n the h e a d q u a r t e r s 
fo r i n f o r m a t i o n on d i f f i c u l t a n d u n u s u a l p r o b ­
lems a n d w o u l d cons t i tu t e a d i r ec t s e r v i c e to 
the p r a c t i c i n g a rch i t ec t . Such a s e r v i c e is n o w 
a v a i l a b l e , a l t h o u g h not b e i n g u t i l i z e d e x t e n s i v e ­
ly — bu t it is p l a n n e d to p u b l i c i z e th i s s e r v i c e 
a n d u r g e C h a p t e r o f f i c i a l s to e n c o u r a g e s u b ­
miss ion of p r o b l e m s a n d requests for t e c h n i c a l 
assistance. 

3. A More Complete and Critical R e v i e w of T e c h -
nical Literature. 
This r e v i e w a n d a n a l y s i s w o u l d c o v e r p u b ­
l i shed books a n d r e sea rch repor ts i s s u e d b y 
g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s a n d o ther sources . T h i s 
is more t h a n just r e p o r t i n g the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
such i n f o r m a t i o n : it is a c r i t i q u e i n the l i g h t of 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e . 

I n o rder to p e r f o r m such services , s taff f a c i l i t i e s 
w i l l h a v e to be e x p a n d e d so a d d i t i o n a l c o m ­
pe ten t p e r s o n n e l c a n b e e n g a g e d to a c c o m p l i s h 
these tasks. A n e x a m p l e of the k i n d of j o b 
that c a n be done if s u f f i c i e n t f u n d s a r e a v a i l ­
a b l e is i n d i c a t e d i n the R E S E A R C H aspec t s o f 
the D e p a r t m e n t . The A . l . A . s h o u l d h e l p to p r o ­
v i d e g u i d a n c e for some of the m i l l i o n s of d o l ­
lars n o w spent b y i n d u s t r y i n v e s t i g a t i n g c o n ­
s t ruc t ion ma te r i a l s . This c a n be i m p l e m e n t e d 
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t h r o u g h the B u i l d i n g Research A d v i s o r y Board 
a n d the a f f i U a t i o n of The A . I . A . w i t h The Pro­
duce r s ' C o u n c i l . The w o r k b e i n g done i n m o d u ­
l a r c o o r d i n a t i o n is a classic e x a m p l e of the 
k inds of p r o g r a m s w h i c h c a n be f u r t h e r e d sue 
ce s s fu l ly w i t h The A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu te of A r c h i ­
tects l e a d i n g the w a y a n d p o i n t i n g out the de­
s i r a b l e pa ths for sc i en t i f i c ana lys i s . 

4. The National Honor Awards. 

The A . I . A . has t a k e n ano the r b o l d step tor-
w a r d to e n c o u r a g e the a p p r e c i a t i o n of ex­
ce l l ence i n a r ch i t e c tu r e . E v e r y m e m b e r has 
r e c e i v e d a n a n n o u n c e m e n t of the First A n n u a l 
P r o g r a m of N a t i o n a l H o n o r A w a r d s w h i c h w i l l 
t ake p l a c e i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 81st con­
v e n t i o n i n H o u s t o n . It w i l l i n c l u d e t w o classes 
of b u i l d i n g s : res idences a n d schools d e s i g n e d 
a n d c o m p l e t e d since l a n u a r y 1, 1945. There­
a f t e r such a c o m p e t i t i o n w i l l be h e l d o n a n 
a n n u a l bas is i n a series of b u i l d i n g classes. 

Some s l igh t i n d i c a t i o n of the scope of the commi t ­
tee a c t i v i t i e s of the D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n a n d Re­
sea rch , i n a d d i t i o n to the w o r k p r e v i o u s l y desc r ibed , 
is s h o w n i n a b r i e f e n u m e r a t i o n of some of the more 
i m p o r t a n t ones. 

The B u i l d i n g Codes C o m m i t t e e w i t h a d v i s o r y m e m ­
be r s i n most of the States is c o n c e n t r a t i n g its efforts 
u p o n s i m p l i f i c a t i o n of the l e g a l p rocedures i n an ef­
fo r t to s epa ra t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y f r o m tech­
n i c a l con ten t of codes, a d v o c a t i n g boa rds of s tand­
a r d s a n d boa rds of a p p e a l s to p e r m i t con t i nuous re­
v i s i o n of codes i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t e c h n o l o g i c a l a d ­
vances . This is o n e of the more a c t i v e commi t tees . 

The C o m m i t t e e on School B u i l d i n g s of The A . I . A . , 
a t its f i rs t m e e t i n g i n C h i c a g o , N o v e m b e r 15, 1948, 
e s t a b l i s h e d as its theme, " H o w C a n Arch i t ec t s H e l p 
i n the P l a n n i n g of Bet ter Schools?" Four methods 
of p r o c e d u r e w e r e a d o p t e d a n d a s s i g n e d to specif ic 
m e m b e r s of the C o m m i t t e e , as f o l l o w s : b r o a d e n e d 
scope of services ; c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n The A . I . A . 
w i t h e s t ab l i shed g o v e r n m e n t a l a n d p r i v a t e agenc ies 
r e g a r d i n g p l a n n i n g s t anda rds ; c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d e v a l u ­
a t i o n of p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l on e q u i p m e n t ; s tudy of 
i h e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s a n d i n t e r c h a n g e of i n f o r m a t i o n , 
I n c l u d i n g o ther coun t r i e s . 

O t h e r c o m m i t t e e s w h i c h a r e r e c e i v i n g n a t i o n a l a!-
t e n t i o n a r e those o n A t o m i c A g e A r c h i t e c t u r e , Loca l 
P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s a n d the C o m m i t t e e on Educa t ion . 
This l a t t e r b o d y a p p r a i s e s the ob j ec t i ve s of a r ch i ­
t e c t u r a l e d u c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g r e f e rence to a c c r e d i t i n g 
a n d r e g i s t r a t i o n , b u t has no desire to a t t e m p t to r e g i ­
m e n t the schools a n d educa to r s as r e g a r d s the i r cur­
r i c u l u m ; it cons iders the e d u c a t i o n of the a rch i t ec t as 
a l i f e l o n g process . 

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 

The g e n e r a l t eno r a n d t r e n d of p ro fe s s iona l re­
l a t i ons — the r e l a t i o n s h i p of The A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu te of 
Arch i t ec t s to g o v e r n m e n t agenc ies , the Congress , a n d 
o the r n a t i o n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n g r o u p s w h i c h have head­
q u a r t e r s i n W a s h i n g t o n — is the r e a f f i r m a t i o n that the 
p r a c t i c e of a r c h i t e c t u r e b e l o n g s i n the hands of the 
p r i v a t e a r ch i t e c t a n d not i n the hands of a g o v e r n ­
m e n t b u r e a u or a g e n c y . 

The s a d e x p e r i e n c e of the Ve t e r ans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

a n d its hosp i ta l b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m is a case i n po in t 
— a s i t ua t ion w h e r e a g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c y is a t t empt ­
i n g to take over f r o m the a rch i t ec t the des ign of 
hosp i t a l s t ructures . The A . I . A . has d e c l a r e d a f i gh t 
to the f in i sh i n this ins tance , a b o l d a n d v igo rous 
f igh t u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of m e n l i k e E d m u n d R. Purves, 
our n e w Execu t ive Di rec to r , a n d John R. F u g a r d , 
C h a i r m a n of the A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e on Ve te rans 
Hospi ta ls , a n d w e t h i n k our e f for t s w i l l be c r o w n e d 
w i t h success. 

The best s ta tement of h o w the A . I . A . is a t t e m p t i n g 
to present the case of the p r i v a t e p r ac t i t i one r to 
g o v e r n m e n t is c o n t a i n e d i n the b r i e f w h i c h has b e e n 
sent to Ex-President Hoove r ' s Commiss ion on O r g a n i ­
za t ion of the E x e c u t i v e B r a n c h of the G o v e r n m e n t . 
W e quote b r i e f l y f r o m this repor t , as f o l l o w s : 

" I n o rder that the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e func t ions 
of the Fede ra l G o v e r n m e n t m a y be c a r r i e d out 
i n a m a n n e r consis tent w i t h the a ims a n d t ra­
d i t ions of the p e o p l e of the U n i t e d States, w e 
request the a d o p t i o n of a de f in i t e p o l i c y w i t h 
respect to the r e n d e r i n g of p ro fess iona l service 
for p u b l i c w o r k s . The p o l i c y w e advoca t e cal ls 
for the u t i l i z a t i o n of p ro f e s s iona l a n d t e chn i ca l 
p e o p l e d r a w n f r o m p r i v a t e prac t ice to render 
p rofess iona l a n d t e c h n i c a l services on p u b l i c 
w o r k s . P r iva te e n d e a v o r must be u t i l i z e d to 
the greates t ex tent , a n d on the cus tomary basis 
for the r e n d e r i n g of such service . That is — b y 
a con t rac t b e t w e e n the G o v e r n m e n t a n d the 
p ro fe s s iona l . " 

The s ta tement goes o n to say that the Federa l 
G o v e r n m e n t has i n g e n e r a l i nc reased its pe r sonne l 
to a n a l a r m i n g d e g r e e over a p e r i o d of years a n d 
The A . I . A . is c o n c e r n e d w i t h the f i e l d of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
service i n p a r t i c u l a r . There is one v e r y impor t an t 
phrase i n this b r i e f , w h i c h ref lects the a t t i t ude of 
those i n The O c t a g o n to a m a r k e d degree . It is: " W e 
are not c o n c e r n e d w i t h pe r sona l i t i e s or w i t h pa r t i s an 
pol i t i cs . W e rea l i ze tha t the a m b i t i o n s w h i c h are 
inheren t i n the b u r e a u c r a t i c m i n d man i fes t themselves 
w i t h o u t r e g a r d to p o l i t i c a l f a i t h . O u r request for 
the u t i l i z a t i o n of a rch i t ec t s i n p r i v a t e p r ac t i ce is based 
on fa i rness a n d ju s t i ce . " 

The false a r g u m e n t s that a r c h i t e c t u r a l serv ice m a y 
be o b t a i n e d at less cost f r o m a G o v e r n m e n t Bureau 
a re e x p l o d e d b y the b r i e f w h i c h says: " I n support 
of the b u r e a u c r a t i c c o n t e n t i o n , costs d a t a a re o f fe red 
to the Congress a n d to the p u b l i c w h i c h i g n o r e a l l 
costs bu t those of w a g e a n d m a t e r i a l . A l l reference 
to ove rhead , m a i n t e n a n c e a n d o v e r m a n n i n g of Bu­
reaus is a v o i d e d . The fac t that G o v e r n m e n t Bureaus 
must m a i n t a i n t he i r p e r s o n n e l , regardless of the work­
load t h r o w n u p o n the Bureaus , is i g n o r e d . " 

The A . I . A . does not c a l l for the t o t a l a b o l i t i o n of 
the Bureaus tha t t hey restrict themselves to their 
p r ope r ro le of a c t i n g as the t axpaye r ' s agen t i n en­
g a g i n g p r i v a t e en t e rp r i s e , i n e s t ab l i sh ing the c r i te r ia 
a n d p r o g r a m s for that e n g a g e m e n t , a n d i n super­
v i s i n g the e x p e n d i t u r e s of the t a x p a y e r ' s money. 

O n e sugge s t i on — a n d a v e r y i m p o r t a n t one it 
is — is that i n the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the admin i s t r a t i ve 
a r m of the G o v e r n m e n t , f a v o r a b l e cons idera t ion 
should be g i v e n to the es tab l i shment of one admin i ­
s t ra t ive a g e n c y , w h i c h w o u l d i n c l u d e w i t h i n its single 



78-bed general hospital at A lpena , Mich. , is architectural 
concrete. Re-use of forms permitted economical repetition of 
ornamental details. Joseph C . Goddeyne, architect. Boy City, 
Mich. O w e n s - A m e s - K i m b a l l C o . , Grand Rapids, contractors. 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L CONCRETE 
tor HOSPITALS 

Piedmont Sanatorium, Burkevil le, V a . , is one of several con­
crete hospitals designed by Wil l iams, Coile a n d Pipino, New­
port News, V a . , John T. Wilson Co. , Richmond, Contractor. 

Dormitory No. 10, one of newest of 3 5 architectural concrete 
buildings at Texas Tuberculosis Sanatorium, near San Angelo. 
Smooth w a l l s formed against p lywood are finished with white 
Portland cement paint. Leonard Mauldin, architect, and Tem-
pleton & Cannon, contractors, both of San Angelo. 

enables architects to stay within limited 
budgets; design attractive, firesafe, rugged 
buildings; insure low maintenance expense 
and low annual cost. 

Literature on most recent design and con­
struction practice for architectural concrete 
mailed free in United States and Canada. See 
our catalog in Sweet's. 

PORTLAND CEMENT 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

735 N . W a t e r S t . , M i l w a u k e e 2, W i s . 

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of 
concrete . . . through scientific research and engineering field work 
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a u t h o r i t y a l l F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t c o n s t r u c t i o n p ro­
g r a m s . 

The s i t u a t i o n c i t e d a b o v e is g i v e n at such l e n g t h 
because i t shows h o w N e d Purves a n d the c o m m i t t e e 
w o r k i n g w i t h the D e p a r t m e n t of Pub l i c a n d Pro­
f e s s iona l Re la t ions a r e on the f i r i n g l i n e b a t t l i n g to 
a d v a n c e the cause of the p r a c t i t i o n e r . This means 
a p p e a r a n c e s b e f o r e C o n g r e s s i o n a l commi t t ee s a n d 
the p r e p a r a t i o n of s ta tements fo r those h e a r i n g s ; the 
p u b l i c a t i o n i n the na t ion ' s press of the p o l i c i e s of 
the a rch i t ec t s so tha t a b r o a d base of suppor t can 
b e o b t a i n e d for t h e m ; a n d i n n u m e r a b l e mee t ings 
w i t h g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c y heads to a d v a n c e o u r p o l i ­
c ies i n the f i rmes t m a n n e r poss ib le . 

There is the v e r y a c t i v e C o m m i t t e e o n Fees under 
the c h a i r m a n s h i p of C l a r e n c e B. L i t c h f i e l d , of Nev/ 
Y o r k C i t y , w h i c h for the f i rs t t ime has m a d e a n a t i o n ­
w i d e s tudy of fees c h a r g e d for v a r i o u s t y p e s of con­
s t r u c t i o n , the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a rch i t ec t to eng inee r s 
a n d the services w h i c h s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n a s tand­
a r d con t rac t . The c o m m i t t e e has b e e n i n o p e r a t i o n 
f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s a n d i ts w o r k w i l l b e of i n c r e a s i n g 
i m p o r t a n c e n o w tha t Pres ident T r u m a n has a n n o u n c e d 
a l a r g e p r o g r a m of h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . The re­
l a t i o n s h i p of the a rch i t ec t to g o v e r n m e n t p u b l i c works 
a n d cons t ruc t i on p r o g r a m s w i l l b e a f f e c t e d to a la rge 
m e a s u r e b y the w o r k of this c o m m i t t e e . 

Lou i s Justement 's C o m m i t t e e o n F e d e r a l Income 
T a x L e g i s l a t i o n is t r y i n g to m a k e it poss ib le for a rch i ­
tects to s p r e a d i n c o m e tax p a y m e n t s o v e r severa l 
yea r s . The C o m m i t t e e expects to h a v e a b i l l r eady 
fo r the cu r r en t session of Congress ( the 81st) w h i c h 
w i l l i n c o r p o r a t e the so -ca l l ed " S i l v e r s o n " i d e a of tax 
re l i e f . The A . I . A . thus adds its vo ice to s i m i l a r act ions 
b y such p r o f e s s i o n a l societ ies as those i n l a w , med i ­
c i n e , d e n t i s t r y a n d c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g . 

The re is the C o m m i t t e e o n H o u s i n g C r i t e r i a w h i c h , 
i n c o p e r a t i o n w i t h F e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s l a y s emphasis 
u p o n the l i v a b i l i t y a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l cha rac t e r of 
s t ruc tures i n cont ras t to m i n i m u m s t a n d a r d s of a rea , 
d i m e n s i o n a n d cons t ruc t i on . O n e of i ts c o r o l l a r y d u ­
t ies w i l l b e e d u c a t i o n of the p u b l i c , bu i l de r s a n d 
f i n a n c i a l a g e n c i e s i n the facts of l i f e , a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s p e a k i n g . 

This yea r , as w a s t rue d u r i n g p r e v i o u s sessions 
of Congress , a L e g i s l a t i v e Refe rence Fi le w i l l be 
k e p t b y The A . I . A . at the O c t a g o n o n a l l b i l l s a f fec t ­
i n g the a r c h i t e c t u r a l p ro fe s s ion . These b i l l s w i l l be 
w a t c h e d c a r e f u l l y , a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n w i l l be t aken 
w h e r e necessary , a n d i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be p r o v i d e d 
to those A . I . A . m e m b e r s w h o des i re f u l l de ta i l s . Most 
a rch i t ec t s don ' t r e a l i z e tha t t hey c a n l e a r n f r o m the 
O c t a g o n the la tes t i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t p r o p o s e d p u b l i c 
b u i l d i n g s — such as post o f f ices , hosp i t a l s , etc. — 
b e f o r e a b i l l is e v e n passed. This i n f o r m a t i o n en­
ab les a rch i t ec t s to b e c o n s i d e r e d fo r a p ro jec t i n 
p l e n t y of t i m e . 

The w o r k of the D e p a r t m e n t of Pub l i c a n d Pro­
fess iona l Re la t ions is best e x e m p l i f i e d o n the basis 
of some d r a m a t i c i n c i d e n t s i n the r e l a t i o n of the 
a rch i t ec t to g o v e r n m e n t . A f e w y e a r s a g o , a f t e r a 
s p i r i t e d f i g h t on the f l o o r of Congress , w h i c h w a s 
b r o u g h t a b o u t b y Pres ident Shreve a n d M r . Purves, 
a F e d e r a l w a r h o u s i n g p r o g r a m t o t a l i n g abou t $350,-
000,000 w a s g i v e n to p r i v a t e a rch i t ec t s i n the U.S. 

A t a n a v e r a g e a s sumed fee ra te of 2 % (to be on the 
conserva t ive s ide) , this a m o u n t e d to $7,000,000 w h i c h 
the archi tects e a r n e d u n d e r c i rcumstances that o r i ­
g i n a l l y seemed to p r e c l u d e such benef i t s b y t hem. 
M o r e recen t ly , a $750,000,000 ve te rans hosp i ta l p ro ­
g r a m w a s m a d e a v a i l a b l e for a r c h i t e c t u r a l services 
— this amounts to a n a s u m e d $15,000,000 sum of fees 
w h i c h w e r e e a r n e d b y A m e r i c a n architects , (The 
gross fees e a r n e d m a y bo c o n s i d e r a b l y i n excess of 
these t w o f igures . ) W h a t be t t e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n is there 
of the v a l u e of a n a l e r t a n d progress ive p r o g r a m of 
p u b l i c a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l re la t ions? 

In a d d i t i o n to the w o r k of the a b o v e commit tees , 
a n d because of the p rog re s s ive a t t i t ude of The A m e r i ­
can Ins t i tu te of Arch i t ec t s i n such mat ters as m o d u l a r 
c o o r d i n a t i o n , l o w r e n t a l a n d modera te r en t a l con­
s t ruc t ion a n d b u i l d i n g costs, l eg is la tors have c o m e to 
look on the a rch i t ec t i n A m e r i c a as a n ob j ec t i ve , 
honest a n d p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d c i t i zen . O u r voice car r ies 
the r i n g of a u t h o r i t y a n d is r e g a r d e d w i t h respect 
b y most of those w h o d e c i d e h i g h p o l i c y i n a n d out 
of g o v e r n m e n t . This is a p o s i t i o n w h i c h w e cher i sh 
a n d sha l l s t r ive to m a i n t a i n a t a l l costs. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
A n o t h e r p r i n c i p a l f u n c t i o n of the D e p a r t m e n t of 

Publ ic a n d Profess iona l Re la t ions — Publ ic Rela t ions 
— is e x p a n d i n g as of n o w at a r a p i d ra te a n d is one 
of the most i m p o r t a n t a c t i v i t i e s of The A m e r i c a n I n ­
st i tute of Arch i t ec t s . Pub l i c re la t ions , s ta ted s imp ly , 
is the g a i n i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g of a f a v o r a b l e p u b l i c 
a t t i t ude t o w a r d a rch i t ec t s a n d the p rac t i ce of a r ch i ­
tecture. 

The Board of Di rec to r s has a p p r o v e d g e n e r a l pub ­
l ic r e l a t ions po l i c i e s , as d r a w n u p w i t h the a i d of 
Publ ic Rela t ions C o u n s e l , w h i c h w i l l cause a tre­
mendous e x p a n s i o n of a c t i v i t y i n the next f e w months. 
The p o l i c y is t w o f o l d i n n a t u r e : a b r o a d a t t empt to 
educa te the g e n e r a l p u b l i c o n the i m p o r t a n t ro le that 
the archi tec t p l a y s i n A m e r i c a n l i fe a n d , s imul taneous­
ly , to a c q u a i n t the a rch i t ec t w i t h the services w h i c h 
The Ins t i tu te p r o v i d e s for his bene f i t . 

The p o l i c y asserts tha t i f p e o p l e are to e m p l o y 
archi tec ts t hey mus t f i rs t l e a r n s o m e t h i n g of the w a y 
archi tec ts t h i n k , d e s i g n a n d p l a n for be t ter l i v i n g 
a n d w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . If the p r ac t i t i one r i n his 
o f f i ce is to a p p r e c i a t e the vast opera t ions of The 
A . I . A . i n a l l its b r anches , he must be i n f o r m e d con­
t i nuous l y a n d over a p e r i o d of t ime abou t just w h a t 
takes p lace at The O c t a g o n , at c o m m i t t e e meet ings , 
conven t ions , a n d sessions of the B o a r d of Directors . 

T w o th ings of m a j o r i m p o r t a n c e mus t be done 
d u r i n g the c o m i n g mon ths . The m e d i a used to reach 
the p u b l i c must be e x p a n d e d f r o m n e w s p a p e r re­
leases to s y n d i c a t e d a r t i c l es a n d m a g a z i n e stories. 
The 8,000 a rch i t ec t m e m b e r s must be t o l d c l e a r l y a n d 
d i s t i nc t l y just w h a t the goa l s of The A . I . A . a r e a n d 
w h a t measures a re b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n to ach ieve these 
ob jec t ives . 

Here a r e some of the steps — a n d they ' r e ex­
pens ive steps — w h i c h a r e b e i n g t aken n o w i n the 
p u b l i c r e l a t i ons f i e l d : 

1. N e w s p a p e r re leases to n e w s p a p e r s th roughout 
the n a t i o n , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n those areas 
w h e r e it w o u l d be of the grea tes t benef i t to the 
A . I . A . member s , a re b e i n g p r e p a r e d a n d dis-
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t r i b u t e d o n w h a t a m o u n t s to a w e e k l y basis 
f r o m the O t c a g o n . Publ ic Relat ions Counse l 
compr i ses R i c h a r d C. Lee a n d Eugene H . Kone , 
t w o t r a i n e d exper t s i n p u b l i c re la t ions a n d 
n e w s p a p e r w o r k , w h o w r i t e a l l releases a n d 
w h o s e w o r k , as e v i d e n c e d b y c l i p p i n g s , is a p ­
p r e c i a t e d b y the c i t y desks of newspapers . 

2. Pho tog raphs a n d mats of l e a d i n g A . l . A . speakers 
a re sent f r o m The O c t a g o n to communi t i e s i n 
w h i c h t hey a re a p p e a r i n g be fo re Chap t e r or 
r e g i o n a l m e e t i n g s a l o n g w i t h a d v a n c e a n ­
n o u n c e m e n t s so as to a i d l o c a l p u b l i c i t y a n d 
p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n commit tees . 

3. This year , as o c c u r e d at Salt Lake C i t y , a Press 
Bureau w i l l be i n con t i nuous o p e r a t i o n for t w o 
w e e k s to h a n d l e The B o a r d of Directors a n d 
A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n mee t ings i n Hous ton , Texas, 
in M a r c h . The A . l . A . r e c e i v e d a v e r y f a v o r a b l e 
press last y e a r as a result of the effor ts of this 
b u r e a u w h i c h d i s t r i b u t e d texts of addresses, 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s of p o l i c y a n d ar t ic les on the 
e l ec t ion of O f f i c e r s a n d Fe l lows . The b u r e a u 
w i l l be m a n n e d at the Rice Hote l i n Hous ton 
by our Pub l i c Re la t ions Counse l a n d staff m e m ­
bers f r o m The O c t a g o n . 

4. I n a d d i t i o n to the s e m i n a r sessions at the Con­
v e n t i o n , r e g i o n a l s emina r s w i l l be h e l d d u r i n g 
the y e a r t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y . Publ ic re la­
t ions a i d w i l l be p r o v i d e d for these seminars 
f r o m The O c t a g o n . 

5. E x p a n s i o n of p u b l i c i t y w i l l be m a d e t h r o u g h 

m a g a z i n e s of n a t i o n a l c i r c u l a t i o n a n d t h r o u g h 
s y n d i c a t e d c o l u m n s i n the press. 

6. News le t t e r s to the m e m b e r s h i p w i l l be i s sued 
f r o m t i m e to t i m e o n u r g e n t m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g 
Ins t i tu te p o l i c y . 

7. It is h o p e d that i n the f u t u r e there w i l l be p u b ­
l i shed a " H a n d b o o k of Pub l i c R e l a t i o n s for the 
A r c h i t e c t " w h i c h w i l l a t t e m p t to c o n v e y h o w the 
i n d i v i d u a l p r a c t i t i o n e r c a n i m p r o v e his r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h his c l ien ts a n d his s ta tu re i n the c o m m u ­
n i t y w h e r e he p rac t i ces . 

8. This y e a r a " H a n d b o o k of P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s fo r 
A . l . A . C h a p t e r s " w i l l be i s sued w h i c h w i l l h e l p 
each i n c o m i n g Pres ident a n d C h a i r m a n of Pub­
lic Re la t ions to do a be t t e r j o b i n p u b l i c i z i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s at the C h a p t e r l e v e l . 

9. I n a d d i t i o n , a p u b l i c i t y ki t of t y p i c a l n e w s re­
leases, r a d i o scripts a n d o ther m a t e r i a l s w i l l 
be p r e p a r e d w h i c h c a n be d i s t r i b u t e d to C h a p ­
ters as a g u i d e . This w i l l s u p p l e m e n t the h a n d ­
book . 

OTHER ACTIVITIES WHICH THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS PROVIDES 

By m a i n t a i n i n g j o i n t c o m m i t t e e s w i t h b o t h the 
A s s o c i a t e d G e n e r a l C o n t r a c t o r s a n d The P r o d u c e r s ' 
C o u n c i l , The A . l . A . keeps i n t o u c h w i t h la tes t de ­
v e l o p m e n t s at b o t h the m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d c o n t r a c t i n g 
leve ls , expresses the hones t a n d o b j e c t i v e o p i n i o n 
of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l p ro fe s s ion o n m a n y issues a n d 
str ives to p r o m o t e such p r ac t i c e s as m o d u l a r co­
o r d i n a t i o n i n a n e f fo r t to l o w e r b u i l d i n g costs. 

1915 

i - m m 

'Ac tua l Average number 
of KWH used, per month, 
in Milwaukee homei. 

W h y A d e q u a t e W i r i n g ? 
In 1915 a house was " w i r e d " — any w i r i ng 

was adequate then. But from t ime to t ime , 
more and more electrical equipment was 
used. The old type wi r ing system had to be 
stretched out, tapped , patched and spl iced 
to meet the increased demands. Such 
" re juvena ted" wi r ing systems are perpetua l ly 
inadequate, inconvenient, and expensive. 

Doesn't it seem practical to install Cert i f ied 
Adequate Wi r ing when a house is bui l t? 
This assures a wir ing system planned for to­
day's and tomorrow's electrical requirements. 

T h e E l e c t r i c C o . 
W A {- l '» 
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A t a g o v e r n m e n t a l l e v e l , the a c t i o n of The A . I . A . 
i n p r o m o t i n g the A r m y A f f i l i a t i o n P r o g r a m , es tabl i sh­
i n g a c o m m i t t e e on a t o m i c a g e a r ch i t e c tu r e a n d ex­
p l o r i n g c o p e r a t i v e a c t i v i t y w i t h the N a t i o n a l Secur i ty 
Resources B o a r d has e n a b l e d The Ins t i tu te to be r e a d y 
fo r a n y n a t i o n a l e m e r g e n c y w h i c h m i g h t arise. 

A t a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . The A . I . A . has b e e n ac t ive 
i n p r o v i d i n g c o o p e r a t i o n to that b r a n c h of the U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s k n o w n as U N E S C O o n seve ra l occasions . I n 
a d d i t i o n . The A . I . A . d e l e g a t i o n to the Cons t i t uen t As­
s e m b l y a n d First Congress of The U n i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l e 
Des A r c h i t e c t e s at L a u s a n n e , S w i t z e r l a n d , d i s t in ­
g u i s h e d i tself a n d R a l p h W a l k e r of N e w Y o r k C i t y 
w a s e l e c t e d a V i c e Pres ident . P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Pan 
A m e r i c a n A f f a i r s has a l w a y s b e e n a c t i v e a n d The 
A . I . A . has b e n a s k e d to r e c o m m e n d themes to be 
d i s cus sed at a Pan A m e r i c a n Congress of Archi tec t s 
i n H a v a n a , C u b a i n D e c e m b e r , 1949. Ju l i an C. Lev i , 
C h a i r m a n of the C o m m i t t e e o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l Rela t ions 
of The A . I . A . , has m a d e it poss ib le fo r g r a d u a t e s of 
schools b e l i n g i n g to The A m e r i c a n A s s o c i a t i o n of Co l ­
l e g i a t e Schools of A r c h i t e c t u r e to t ake courses i n a r ch i ­
t e c t u r a l c o m p o s i t i o n at the F r e n c h Ecole des Beaux 
A r t s w i t h o u t a n y e x a m i n a t i o n — sub jec t to a p p r o v a l 
b y a C o m m i t t e e of A m e r i c a n archi tec ts . 

The re are , of course , the w e l l k n o w n f u n c t i o n s of 
T h e A . I . A . w h i c h n e e d no f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t i o n : h igher 
s t a n d a r d s of e thics , be t t e r s t anda rds of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
e d u c a t i o n , i m p r o v e d b u i l d i n g codes, l i a b i l i t y insur­
a n c e for a rch i t ec t s . The p u b l i c a t i o n of " s t a n d a r d " 
d o c u m e n t s is a g r ea t se rv ice i n a n d of i tself. 

I n the last a n a l y s i s . The A . I . A . w i l l be o n l y as 
g o o d as the i m p r e s s i o n le f t b y e a c h a rch i t ec t i n his 
d e a l i n g s w i t h e a c h c l i en t : i n his k n o w l e d g e of the 

F L O O R I N G 
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profess ion of a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d his a b i l i t y to des ign 
a s t ruc ture w h i c h w i l l r e f lec t l a s t i n g credi t o n himself 
a n d his f e l l o w p r a c t i t i o n e r s . The A m e r i c a n Ins t i tu te 
of Archi tec t s c a n do m u c h to o f f e r a h e l p i n g h a n d 
if its n a t i o n a l ac t iv i t i e s a r e a d e q u a t e l y f i n a n c e d a n d 
u n i v e r s a l l y s u p p o r t e d . 

PROBLEMS OF PASSIX'K DEFFLNSE 
By REAR A D M I R A L W I L L I A M S. PARSONS, U.S.N. 

(Ror.iarki before A.I.A. Convention session "American Life and 
Thitecture in the Atomic Age, " Houston. Texas, March 15, 1949.) 

The p rob l ems of c i t y p l a n n i n g a n d des ign of 
s t ructures for res is tance to a t o m i c b o m b i n g m i g h t 
o f f h a n d seem to b e a r l i t t l e r e s e m b l a n c e to the p r o b -
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lems of sh ip d e s i g n . But I fee l that one of the g e n e r a l 
conc lus ions f r o m the B i k i n i tests has a p p l i c a t i o n to 
n a t i o n a l p l a n n i n g , c i t y p l a n n i n g a n d s t ruc tu ra l de s ign 

This g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n was that changes in sh ip 
des ign to g i v e i n c r e a s e d resistance to a tomic b las t 
a n d r a d i a t i o n s h o u l d not be such as to h a n d i c a p the 
ship i n p e r f o r m i n g its p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n . 

To i l l u s t r a t e the p)oint: a des t royer needs to b e 
l i gh t , fast a n d h a r d - h i t t i n g — a b o v e the surface, o n 
the sur face a n d b e l o w the surface. If, i n order to 
m a k e this sh ip resist a t o m i c bombs a t less than h a l f 
a mi l e , it w e r e l o a d e d d o w n w i t h h e a v y s h i e l d i n g 
a n d its r a d a r e q u i p m e n t w e r e r e d u c e d to the p o i n t 
of loss of r a n g e a n d sharpness , then w e w o u l d have 
bough t a s m a l l inc rease i n secur i ty at a g r ea t cost 
i n o p e r a t i o n a l v a l u e . 

W h a t w e c a n do is to cons ider most c a r e f u l l y a l l 
of the effects of a t o m i c b o m b s aga ins t ships a n d t ake 
these in to a c c o u n t w h e n e v e r a r edes ign is made . 
For e x a m p l e , most s tacks a n d r a d a r an tennas suffer 
f r o m a l l k inds of b las t , i n c l u d i n g typhoons . It is qu i te 
r ea sonab le to r e d e s i g n these p r o j e c t i n g e lements to 
increase the i r a b i l i t y to resist l a s h i n g f r o m severe 
storms — a n d to s top at this po in t . 

I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h B i k i n i , y o u r eca l l that those 
tests cons is ted of one a i r a n d one surface burst a tomic 
b o m b aga ins t a n a r r a y of ships. 

D a m a g e r a n g e d f r o m s i n k i n g to s u p e r f i c i a l de­
p e n d i n g on the p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d dis tance of the 
t a rge t sh ip . 

A n a tomic a i r burs t w i l l r ende r useless a lmost a n y 
f ea s ib l e a b o v e - g r o u n d s t ruc tu re at dis tances out to 
a b o u t ha l f a m i l e . B e y o n d this r a n g e s tructures w h i c h 
a r e d e s i g n e d to resist t o rnados , f ires a n d ea r thquakes 
also b e g i n to resist the blas t , w i n d , heat a n d shock 
p r o d u c e d b y a n a t o m i c b o m b . 

To g i v e a n i d e a of the m a g n i t u d e a n d d u r a t i o n 
of the a tomic b las t w h i c h a b u i l d i n g encounters i n 
the ou te r zone of severe d a m a g e , it is e s t ima ted that 
at 2000 ya rds f r o m a t w e n t y - t h o u s a n d - t o n b o m b the 
p e a k pressure w o u l d be 4 p.s. i . a n d the pos i t ive 
pressure pulse w o u l d last .85 sec. The w i n d w h i c h 
accompan ie s this b las t m a y reach 140 m.p .h . for a 
b r i e f ins tant . 

In m y o p i n i o n the s o u n d a p p r o a c h to c i t y a n d 
s t ruc ture des ign is to c o n t i n u e to emphasize p r i m a r y 
lunciion a n d to a d d a t o m i c b las t a n d r a d i a t i o n f lash 
to the l ist of n a t u r a l a n d m a n - m a d e catastrophes 
w h i c h m a y at some t i m e be encoun te red . 

O b v i o u s l y , e n u n c i a t i o n of a g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e does 
not so lve spec i f ic p r o b l e m s of l oca t ion a n d des ign 
of s t ructures . These spec i f i c p r o b l e m s c a n o n l y be 
e x a m i n e d w i t h i n the s e t t i ng a n d f r a m e w o r k of the 
g e o g r a p h y , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d m a n y other c o n t r o l l i n g 
factors . I n each case, i f w e l ook a h e a d f i v e or ten 
years , w e must cons ide r the possibility of encounter ­
i n g a tomic blast . This p o s s i b i l i t y m a y for some places 
be so s m a l l that it c a n b e n e g l e c t e d — i n o ther cases 
it m a y be g rea te r t h a n the h a z a r d f r o m a h u r r i c a n e 
or e a r t h q u a k e . I n a n y e v e n t i t s h o u l d be t aken in to 
accoun t , i f on ly to dismiss i t . 

I b e l i e v e that p a r t l y because a tomic secrecy has 
t h r o w n a smokescreen of m y s t e r y a r o u n d a tomic en­
ergy , those outs ide of this A m e r i c a n " i r o n c u r t a i n " 
have c r e d i t e d the ins iders w i t h p r o f o u n d a n d exten­

s ive k n o w l e d g e . I f the re is such a p e r s o n as a n 
A t o m i c O r a c l e , I , f o r one , h a v e n e v e r me t h i m a n d 
I w o u l d suspect h i m if I d i d . The p o i n t o f these 
asser t ions is tha t there is a n u p p e r l i m i t to w h a t 
" W a s h i n g t o n " c a n g i v e i n the l i n e of " k n o w h o w " 
i n this c o m p l i c a t e d f i e l d . 

The ef fec ts of a t o m i c b o m b e x p l o s i o n s a g a i n s t 
d i f f e r e n t t y p e s of s t ruc tu re h a v e b e e n c a r e f u l l y 
s t u d i e d s ince H i r o s h i m a . I n l a t e J a n u a r y a n d e a r l y 
F e b r u a r y , 1949, a g r o u p of h i g h l y q u a l i f i e d i n d i v i d u a l s 
g a t h e r e d a t the Los A l a m o s Sc i en t i f i c L a b o r a t o r y to 
p r e p a r e a h a n d b o o k of effects of a t o m i c w e a p o n s . I 
h a v e seen p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t s of most of the c h a p t e r s , 
a n d I f ee l that this h a n d b o o k w i l l m a k e m u c h - n e e d e d 
bas ic i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e . S e v e r a l c h a p t e r s w i l l 
p r o v i d e e n g i n e e r i n g d e s i g n c r i t e r i a a n d a n a l y s e s 
c o m p a r a b l e to those used to d e s i g n a g a i n s t f i r e s , 
h u r r i c a n e s a n d e a r t h q u a k e s . I n m y o p i n i o n , th is h a n d ­
book w i l l be a n i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to c i v i l d e ­
fense a n d is a n e x a m p l e of the k i n d of k n o w h o w 
that c e n t r a l a g e n c i e s c a n p r o v i d e . G i v e n th i s i n ­
f o r m a t i o n des igne r s h a v e the cho ice of d e r i v i n g t h e i r 
o w n c r i t e r i a or u s i n g some f o r m of c o m p a r i s o n of 
a t o m i c b las t a n d shock w i t h more c o n v e n t i o n a l c a t a s ­
t rophes . 

A s I i m p l i e d ea r l i e r , a n a t t e m p t to p r o v i d e c o m ­
p le t e (necessa r i ly u n d e r g r o u n d ) p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t 
a t o m i c a t t a c k at close r a n g e w o u l d cost so m u c h a n d 
w o u l d i n t e r f e r e so g r e a t l y w i t h w h a t w e h a v e c o m e 
to r e g a r d as n o r m a l l i v i n g tha t it is u n a c c e p t a b l e . 
The o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e is to accept a " c a l c u l a t e d r i s k " 
the m i l i t a r y e u p h e m i s m fo r t a k i n g a c h a n c e . T h e r e 
is n o t h i n g u n u s u a l a b o u t such a c o m p r o m i s e w i t h 
fa te . W e m a k e these dec is ions each t i m e w e r i d e i n 
a t a x i c a b or go s k a t i n g or s k i i n g . 

The p r a c t i c a l q u e s t i o n f a c e d b y a c i t y p l a n n e r or 
b u i l d i n g d e s i g n e r is " W h a t c a n be d o n e w i t h w h a t 
is a v a i l a b l e ? " A b s o l u t e sa fe ty has n e v e r e x i s t e d th i s 
s ide of the g r a v e . 

Based on the E u r o p e a n a n d Japanese e x p e r i e n c e 
w i t h b o m b i n g , i t seems essent ia l to p r o v i d e w a r n i n g 
systems a n d shel ters a g a i n s t b o m b blas t a n d a t o m i c 
r a d i a t i o n . The U . S. S t r a t eg ic B o m b i n g S u r v e y c o n ­
c l u d e d tha t h a d w a r n i n g b e e n h e e d e d at H i r o s h i m a 
a n d N a g a s a k i e v e n the p r i m i t i v e shel ters t h e r e w o u l d 
h a v e b e e n e f f e c t i v e i n s a v i n g l i f e . I n this c o n n e c t i o n 
I q u o t e a p a r a g r a p h f r o m the S u r v e y r e p o r t o n " T h e 
Effects of A t o m i c Bombs on H i r o s h i m a a n d N a g a s a k i " 
d a t e d 30 June 1946: 

"The most i n s t r u c t i v e fac t a t N a g a s a k i w a s 
the s u r v i v a l , e v e n w h e n n e a r g r o u n d ze ro , 
of the f e w h u n d r e d p e o p l e w h o w e r e p r o p e r l y 
p l a c e d i n the t u n n e l shelters . C a r e f u l l y b u i l t 
shel ters , t h o u g h u n o c c u p i e d , s tood u p w e l l i n 
b o t h ci t ies . W i t h o u t q u e s t i o n , shel ters c a n p r o ­
tect those w h o ge t to t h e m a g a i n s t a n y t h i n g 
but a d i r ec t h i t . A d e q u a t e w a r n i n g w i l l a s s u r e 
that a m a x i m u m n u m b e r get to she l te rs ." 

A s a g e n e r a l p r o g r a m , trends s h o u l d be e x a m i n e d 
i n the l i g h t of a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . F r o m this e x a m i ­
n a t i o n , a c c e l e r a t i o n of some t rends a n d c h a n g e s i n 
others w i l l be i n order . For e x a m p l e , t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n 
c a u s e d b y h e a v y c o n c e n t r a t i o n of w o r k e r s i n p a r t s 
of l a r g e ci t ies is u n d e s i r a b l e f r o m s e v e r a l p o i n t s of 
v iov/ , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t o m i c defense . O t h e r j j r o h l o i n r . 
of c i t y p l a n n i n g a n d cho ice of c r i t e r i a fo r s t r u c t u r a l 
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d e s i g n a r e f i n a l l y s o l v a b l e o n l y b y those w h o h a v e 
e x t e n s i v e k n o w l e d g e a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

The e m p h a s i s o n n e e d for l o c a l t h i n k i n g is i n t e n d e d 
to b r i n g h o m e the fac t that m o d e r n w a r , e v e n of the 
p r e - a t o m i c v a r i e t y i n v o l v e s the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n 
as n e v e r be fo re . The c i v i l i a n p a y s the b i l l for a l l 
d e f ense , t h e n i n case w a r comes he m a y f i n d his 
c i t i es p a r t of the c o m b a t zone, a n d f i n a l l y w h e n the 
w a r is o v e r he p a y s for r e p a i r of the d a m a g e . These 
fac t s a l o n e s h o u l d offset a n y t e n d e n c y to fee l that 
a l l the necessary t h i n k i n g a n d p l a n n i n g c a n be done 
b y some f a r d i s t an t g r o u p of m i l i t a r y a n d a tomic 
e x p e r t s , w i t h the conc lus ions a n d dec is ions h a n d e d 
ou t to e a c h c i t y a n d r e g i o n o n a " p u s h b u t t o n " basis. 

I w o u l d s u m u p b y s a y i n g tha t to m e the most i m ­
p o r t a n t e l emen t of a t o m i c a n d o ther de fense is our 
attitude t o w a r d i t . W e w o u l d be s e l f - d e f e a t e d if w e 
s a t u r a t e d o u r ene rg ie s a n d o u r e c o n o m y i n a hys­
t e r i c a l e f fo r t to b u y a l so lu t e sa fe ty . O n the other 
h a n d , w e s h o u l d m a k e e v e r y e f fo r t to a d d a tomic 
f a c t s of l i f e — sub t l e a n d o b v i o u s , p l ea san t a n d u n ­
p l e a s a n t — to o u r f o l k l o r e . A s this process proceeds, 
w e w i l l be i n c r e a s i n g l y a b l e to a p p l y c o m m o n ins t ead 
of u n c o m m o n sense to the p r o b l e m s , a n d i n this 
m e a s u r e the o v e r a l l so lu t ions w i l l be sound . 

COLOR PHENOMFA'A 
A l e c t u r e - d e m o n s t r a t i o n of bas i c p r i n c i p l e s 

i n co lo r p e r c e p t i o n 

By I S A Y A . B A L I N K I N 

(Belote A.l.A. Convention Seminai session. "Fundamentals of 
Design-Color," Houston. Texas. March 15, 1949.) 

The recent a d v a n c e s i n the f i e l d of c o l o r i m e t r y a re 
b a s e d u p o n a c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g t ha t t he re a r e three 
b a s i c fac tors w h i c h d e t e r m i n e c o l o r p e r c e p t i o n . 

The p u r p o s e of the l e c tu r e is to p resen t i n a s imple 
a n d p o p u l a r l a n g u a g e the f u n d a m e n t a l facts of color. 
A b o u t t w e n t y d i f f e r e n t e x p e r i m e n t s a n d demons t ra ­
t i ons a r e u s e d to s h o w the e f fec t of these factors 
u p o n the co lo r p e r c e p t i o n . Thus, the emphas i s is 
p l a c e d u p o n the p h y s i c a l a p p a r a t u s to m a k e it c lear 
t ha t the co lo r a p p e a r a n c e of a su r face is c o n t r o l l e d 
b y the t y p e of the l i g h t source , the r e f l e c t i n g charac­
ter is t ics of the subs tance , a n d the p e r c e p t i o n evoked 
i n the observer . 

The n u m e r i c a l s p e c i f i c a t i o n of a co lo r b y a set of 
t h ree n u m b e r s is b a s e d u p o n the m e a s u r e d or s tand­
a r d i z e d va lues of the spec t r a l e n e r g y d i s t r i b u t i o n i n 
the l i g h t source, the spec t r a l r e f l e c t a n c e of the sample 
a n d the v i s u a l response of the n o r m a l observer . 

PHOTOCOPIES DRAFTING SUPPLIES 

REPRODUCED TRACINGS 

S C H M I T T B L U E P R I N T C O . 
V A N DYKES A A CONTRACTS 

C. F. PEASE AGENCY 
628 N. B R O A D W A Y D A L Y 1761 

MILWAUKEE 

Q U A L I T Y . . . 
G L A Z E D B R I C K A N D T I L E . F A C E B R I C K , 

C O M M O N B R I C K 

G A G N O N C L A Y P R O D U C T S CO. 
526 S. Broadway H O W A R D 78 Green Bay, Wii . 

BRIXMENT tbm leading raaionry cem«nt 

T. C. ESSER C O . 
P A I N T S 

G L A S S 
W A L L P A P E R 

M I R R O R S 
G L A S S B L O C K 

CHURCH 
STAINED GLASS 

MILWAUKEE • OSHKOSH 

LACROSSE 

M I T C H E L L 6 8 0 0 

W . H . P I P K O R N C O . 

South End of 16»h Street Viaduct 

1548 W . BRUCE STREET MILWAUKEE 4, WIS. 
Everyth ing in Bui ld ing M a t e r i a l s a n d Re in forc ing Steel 
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K I : \ S I C ) M : O F N E W P I T T S B U R ( ; H 
B U I L D I N G C O D I 

By H A R V E Y A . S C H W A B 

The w r i t i n g of a B u i l d i n g Code is a h i g h l y coo rd i ­
n a t e d effor t o n the pa r t of m a n y people , a l l w o r k i n g 
i n i n d i v i d u a l c o m j x i r t m e n t s t o w a r d a c o m m o n g o a l . 
It is not u n u s u a l i n such a c o o p e r a t i v e effor t a n d l o n g 
d r a w n out process, for a n o b v i o u s i d e a to be at f irst 
ove r looked . Such w a s the case i n the mat te r of 
O c c u p a n c y . 

In ex i s t ing codes th is a l l i m p o r t a n t subject is 
sca t tered t h r o u g h o u t the m a n y subdiv i s ions as a sort 
of unexpressed f ac to r a f f e c t i n g va r ious rules a n d r e g u 
lo t ions w i t h o u t b e i n g the m a j o r c r i t e r i on i n deter­
m i n i n g risk a n d d a n g e r i n v o l v e d i n the use of struc­
tures. No c o n s i d e r a t i o n w a s g i v e n the measure of 
r isk i n v o l v e d i n M i x e d O c c u p a n c y , nor of the po­
t e n t i a l dange r of the c h a n g e i n cha rac te r of occu­
p a n c y of a n e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g even t h o u g h no m a j o r 
a l te ra t ions w e r e i n v o l v e d . 

Since, l e g a l l y , b u i l d i n g codes c a n o n l y be v a l i d 
i n the case of n e w c o n s t r u c t i o n or w h e r e a m a j o r 
a l t e r a t i o n is u n d e r t a k e n . O c c u p a n c y Permits a p p e a r e d 
to be the o n l y s o l u t i o n to this p r o b l e m . These are 
not r e t roac t ive i n a n y sense, but they do requ i re 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h r e a s o n a b l e s tandards of safe ty con­
sistent w i t h the c h a n g e i n o c c u p a n c y . 

A f t e r cons ide rab le t h o u g h t , the Subcommi t t ee on 
O c c u p a n c y , w i t h m i x e d f e e l i n g of boldness a n d 
t emer i ty , p roposed tha t O c c u p a n c y be made the key­
stone of the en t i r e n e w code. They then submi t t ed 
a n o u t l i n e of a l l t ypes of occupanc i e s under f i ve m a j o r 
a n d t w o m i n o r h e a d i n g s , toge ther w i t h t en ta t ive 
d e f i n i t i o n s of each , a n d t w o tab les c o v e r i n g a l l o w ­
a b l e he igh t , c o n s t r u c t e d t y p e a n d " o c c u p a n c y separa­
t i o n " l im i t a t i ons . 

It b e c a m e e v i d e n t i m m e d i a t e l y that i f this w e r e 
a d o p t e d as a p o l i c y of p r o c e d u r e , most of the con-

•derable w o r k tha t h a d b e e n done w o u l d have to be 
r e w r i t t e n , or at least r e a r r a n g e d , w h i c h i n t u rn migh t 
d e l a y c o n s i d e r a b l y the c o m p l e t i o n of the code for 
submis s ion to C i t y C o u n c i l . A s o m e w h a t s to rmy 
session of the G e n e r a l C o m m i t t e e took p lace w h i c h 
a p p r o v e d i n p r i n c i p l e the i d e a , subjec t to a p p r o v a l of 
M a y o r L a w r e n c e . This a p p r o v a l w a s p r o m p t l y fo r th ­
c o m i n g . 

Real w o r k then b e g a n o n the " n e w a p p r o a c h " 
w h i c h w a s not r e a l l y a n e w a p p r o a c h at a l l , but one 
w h i c h h a d at first b e e n o v e r l o o k e d . V e r y soon it w a s 
ev iden t that it w o u l d be i m p r a c t i c a l to m i n u t e l y de­
f i n e a l l poss ible o c c u p a n c i e s . This f o r c e d d e f i n i t i o n s 
i n t o b r o a d a n d g e n e r a l terms, m a d e su f f i c i en t ly c lear 
b y e x a m p l e as to the i n t e n t to m a k e possible in te r ­
p re t a t ions b y the B o a r d of S t anda rds a n d A p p e a l s . 

In the interest of b r e v i t y a n d conven i ence most of 
the res t r ic t ions w e r e c o n d e n s e d in to Tables 5-A a n d 
5-B, w h i c h c o v e r e d sepa ra t ions r e q u i r e d b e t w e e n 
M i x e d Occupanc i e s a n d the h e i g h a n d s t ruc tu ra l types 
a l l o w a b l e fo r each t y p e of o c c u p a n c y . 

C O N T I N U E D I N A P R I L I S S U E 

Rundle-Spence 
M A N U F A C T U R I N G C O M P A N Y 

PLUMBING, HEATING 
and MILL SUPPLY 

MILWAUKEE - MADISON 

1327 U N I V F R S I T Y A V E . M A D I S O N 5. W I S . 

Phone Badger 208 

145 N . F O U R T H S T R E E T V 4 I L W A U K E E 3. W I S . 
Phone M A r q u e i t e 2500 

A R C H I T E C T S , E N G I N E E R S 
and A R T I S T S M A T E R I A L S 

• 

D R A F T I N G R O O M 
F U R N I T U R E 

• 

At Bridge 

115 EAST W E L L S STREET M I L W A U K E E 
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No. 4 
Expans ion 

Coilng 

V 
No. 6 0 

Short F lange 
Cosing 

No. 60 
E i p a n s i o n 

Casing 

No. 138 
Short Flange 

Cosmo 

beauty 

Corner Laih 

Steel 
Super - \ Studs 

Corner Bead 

No. 1 
Corner Bead 

Arch Bead 

Smallmesh lath 
SpecialmeshLalh Short Picture 

Flange Mould 
Expansion q^^; 

Casing 

Metal Base 
Tl ill! 

Base 
Screed 

Door 

Access 
Door Basement 

Windows 
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i l cor 
Steel Casings 

your clients thank you for a better job 
that actually costs less 

Ttiat's rij'hc. Milcor Casings made from 
si i t l produce a beautiful. Jinistied job 
that attuallv costs less than a job done 
with less durable materials. The reason 
is simple: Erection is eas>. ^'ou don't 
have lo sand before painting. You need 
fewer coats of paint. Milior Casings 
cannot warp, shrink, or crack. Adjust-
niciiis do not have to be made after the 
job is once done. 

M i l c o r C a s i n g s G i v e Y o u T h e s e 

A d v a n t a g e s , T o o ! 

1. S i m p l e , s p e e d y e r e c t i o n : All styles 
are straight and uniform, ^'ou get per­
fect mitres at corners. 

2. S t e e l is p e r m a n e n t : In addition to 
the advantages mentioned above you 
get resistance to fire and impact. 

3. G o o d P l a s t e r i n g is e a s y : The ex­
panded metal wing feature permits 
the plaster to key through and form 

a strong b(md with the lath lieneath 
— a bond that protects against corner 
cracks caused by strain due to settling. 

4. G r e a t e r i n t e r i o r b e a u t y : Milcor 
Casings expose only a narrt)w face, 
flush with the plaster to give a feeling 
of greater roominess. The flush-tight 
junction of wall and casing insures a 
sanitar\ finish easy to clean, with no 
cracks to become clogged with dirt. 

Recommend Milcor 
for Lasting Siitisfuclioii 

Milcor Casings are a part of a coniplele 
line «)f steel building products. Turn to 
the Milcor Manual in Sweet's I'ile for 
Architects ami Builders when \ « ) U begin 
to plan a job. 

Write for literature on Mil ior (iasings 
— and on other products in the Milcor 
steel building products line, tt)da>. 

I N L A N D S T E E L P R O D U C T S C O M P A N Y 
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