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Special Notice 
I hi- Wiscons in Chap te r o l the A . l . A . invi tes the 

.Vli inbcrs o f the State Assoc ia t ion t o a t tend its J a n u 
ary meeting to be held at the C i t y C l u b . M i l w a u k e e 
ai 6 :15 P.M.. J anua ry ^ 0 . 1 9 4 1 . T l i e meeting w i l l be 
i n charge o f the Specif icat ion C o m m i t t e e of the Chapter . 
M r . E. O . K u e n z l i . c h a i r m a n . Subjects w i l l include; 
L u m b e r . G r a d i n g . Plaster P a t c h i n g . Glass C lean ing , and 
Sheet iVletal w o r k required in H e a t i n g and V e n t i l a t i n g . 
D i n n e r at 6 :15 P . M . E i g h t y five cents. A re tu rn post 
card w i l l be mai led t o each member o f the 7 t h d is t r ic t 
o l the State Assoc ia t ion . These are v i t a l matters. A r 

r . inge to ccMne. 
L E I C d l H U N T. Secretaru 

Notice of State Association Board Meeting 
T h e Board o f the State Assoc ia t ion hi./ resolulion. 

w i l l h o l d its February meet ing i n M a d i s o n . Wiscons in 
w i t h the 6 t h D i s t r i c t at a t i m e and place to be agreeil 
u | )on by the 6 i h D i s t r i c t . N o t i c e w i l l be publ ished in 
the February issue o f the W l S t : o N S I N A R C H I T E C T 

C o i v r : \V. H. Renieldt Co.. Milixnitkcc 
CirassoUl arid Johnson 

.Architects 

Minutes of the December Meeting of 
The Producers* Council Club of Wisconsin 

M r . C a r l Fschwei ler . o f the W i s c o n s i n Chapter o f 
A . I . A . . and M r . F . J . Shrang . o f the Seventh D i s t r i c t o f 
the Wiscons in State Assoc ia t ion o f Archi tects , were 
guests at the regular Producers ' C o u n c i l C l u b business 
meeting held M o n d a y . December 9 i h . at K a r l Ratzsch s 
restaurant. 1 he f c ^ l l o w i n g members were present: 

H . N . H i l t o n . A l u m i n u m C o . o f America 
iM I3anshaf. A r m s t n m g C o r k C o m p a n y 
1:. h . Kennedy. C'raiie CA>mpany 
R. l i . W e l t o n . General Klectr ic C o m p a n y 
R . D . D i e d r i c h . J o h n s - M a n v i l l e Sales C o r p . 
N . .J. K l e i n . Kawneer C o m p a n y 
G . F . R y a n . K o h l e r C o m p a n y 
G . F . Gerlach. N a t i o n a l Lead C'ompany 
W . F. D o r t c h . [P i t t sburgh Pla te Glass C o . 
F . I . Ande r son . U n i v e r s a l A t l a s Cement C o . 

M r . H i l t o n , the President, presided over a discus­
sion on the projected p rog rams f o r the f o r t h c o m i n g 
year, u n t i l A p r i l . 1 9 4 1 . I t was suggested by M r . Esch­
weiler that attendance at the I n f o r m a t i o n a l Meetings 
cou ld be i m p r o v e d b y spending a greater p r o p o r t i o n o f 
the money available f o r good prc^grams and speakers, 
and less f o r en te r t a inment . 'Fhe outccMue o( the dis 
cussion was a decision to l o r m a j o i n t commit tee com 
loosed o f one member each f r o m the A . I . A . . Wiscons in 
Si.ite Associat ion o f Arch i tec t s , and T h e I^rijclucers' 
Ciouncil C l u b , w h i c h commi t t ee w i l l f o rmula t e plans 
f o r the 1941 programs. 

M r . H i l t o n again i n f o r m e d the members that the 
Wiscons in Arch i tec t is i n search o f good articles fo r i t ' s 
pub l ica t i i ^n . I his is an excellent o p p o r t u n i t y f o r o u r 
members, and it is suggested that y o u send your articles 
111 fo r pub l i ca t i (Mi . 

Respect f u l l v s u b m i t t e d . 
W . J . I -EUI-CK. S are tan/ 
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Facadism 
/iiy R U S S E L L W A L C O T T 

In H o w a r d S h a w s of f ice a lmost t w c n t y - f i v c years 
ago. a stranger t u rned up in the d r a f t i n g r o o m one 
m o r n i n g and was placed at a table next to mine . W i t h -

^ i n the first h a l f h o u r he let i t be k n o w n that he had 
w o r k e d w i t h Charles P i a t t and professed to have k n o w n 
S t a n f o r d W h i t e a lmos t l ike a brother . T h e o l d f e l l o w 
was an amus ing wreck . I n a sh iny soiled suit , w i t h a 
f rayed V a n d y k e beard h a l f cover ing a d i r t y col lar and 
a black s t r ing tie, he looked l ike the typ ica l " a r t i s t " o f 
those days. He w o u l d d r a w l a n g u i d l y a l l day. smoke 
countless cigarettes, destroy r o l l a f te r r o l l o f t rac ing 
paper, a l l the w h i l e m u m b l i n g haz i ly and h a l f aud ib ly 
t o h i m s e l l , and accompl i sh ing pract ical ly n o t h i n g f o r 
the benefil o i M r . Shaw's purse . I remember h o w he 
amused us by his f o r m u l a f o r being a successful archi 
tect: A l l one has t o do is to sit i n a b e a u t i f u l , paneled 
office in an immacu la t e w h i t e f lannel sui t . W h e n a client 
comes i n . d o n ' t notice h i m . Just look at the ceilinp, 
and m u r m u r , as i f t o yourse l f . "Exquis i te! Hxqu i s i t e l " 
r h c n he'd chuckle a l i t t l e , l i g h t another E g y p t i a n D e i t y 

and add. ' Yes. create an art is t ic . .tmosphere and y o u 
cannot help be ing a success." 

1 suppose he never t r ied it ou t , because there was 
smal l p r o b a b i l i t y o f his ever h a v i n g a w h i t e f lannel suit, 
t o say n o t h i n g o f keeping i t immacula te . I never t r ied 
i t e i ther : bu t i n those days, a l t h o u g h his theory was 
exaggerated and absurd , there was more t r u t h i n it than 
there w o u l d , o r c o u l d , be today . For architecture then 
was s t y l i s m . sometimes pure and almost a lways s imple , 
and not many architects had yet emerged f r o m their 
i v o r y — or c e l l u l o i d — tciwers. those secure book- l i ned 
fortresses o f precedent w h i c h kept them and their god­
dess Beauty insula ted f r o m defilement by the modern 
w o r l d . 

N o t a l l . b u t mos t o f us. i n those p re -war days, 
had been educated t o believe that architecture was s im­
p l y a succession o f styles a n d tha t it was neither r ight 
no r proper to break too f a r beyond the rules o f these 
styles as they were handed d o w n t o us by V i g n o l a or 
Pa l l ad io or Scamozz i or B l o n d e l . I t had already g r o w n 
necessary sometimes to make restrained concessic^ns to 
the needs o f m o d e r n l i f e , f o r the elevator, r i s ing real 
estate values, subways , and the chugg ing au to were 
chang ing the t e m p o o f o u r cities even t h e n : bu t most 
o f us. l o o k i n g o u t f r o m our h i g h sacristies o f ar t , jus t 
got d o w n another b o o k and learned h o w to add adro i t ­
l y another "order " t o the l o w e r tiers o f co lumns . Anc i 
thus we appeased the needs o f business f o r a w h i l e and 
kept the goddess sacred. W h e n there was a residence t o 
do . we could a l w a y s l o o k i n t o the " W h i t e Pine Series" 
and concoct an au then t ic C o l o n i a l . Arch i tec tu re was 
t r a d i t i o n , t r a d i t i o n was s tyle , s tyle was a lways decora­
t i o n — the costume i n w h i c h we dressed the skeleton o f 
lumber , concrete, and steel. A n d there we were, p lac id ly 
content in the securi ty o f a creed w h i c h t o l d us w h a t 
was art . 

I t is n o t u n f a i r t o say t ha t w h e n we p lanned w e 
a lways had a s tyle f o r the b u i l d i n g in m i n d so that the 
use and meaning o f the p l an was o f t e n l i m i t e d by the 
aesthetic demands o f tha t style. I t h i n k no one w i l l 
deny that facades were m u c h more i m j i o r t a n t than plan 

o r t h a n ecc^nomics o f the s t ructure . Vbis was the h o l y 
doc t r ine o f B l o n d e l w h i c h , alas, is s t i l l h e ld sacred by 
many aesthetes i n 1 9 3 6 . 

One o f the really enl ightened c o m p e t i t o r s i n a re­
cent g o v e r n m e n t b u i l d i n g c o m p e t i t i o n t o l d me tha t a f te r 
receiving the p r o g r a m he t h o u g h t i t w o u l d be h e l p f u l t o 
ta lk t o the i n d i v i d u a l whose j o b i t wcould be t o manage 
the b u i l d i n g i n the f u t u r e . So he spent several hou r s 
w i t h that practical m a n . l ea rn ing facts abou t the depar t ­
ment a n d its w o r k i n g s , f i n d i n g w h a t was the most de­
sirable c o l u m n spacing, s tory heights, e levator capacities 
and locat ions , the p robab le g r o w t h o f th is a n d tha t sec­
t i o n , h o w best t o l i g h t th is p o r t i o n a n d t ha t , w h a t 
d iv i s ions needed certain storage space i m m e d i a t e l y ava i l ­
able and w h a t k i n d and w h y , and w h a t was the mos t 
effcient means o f connec t ing and c o o r d i n a t i n g the d i f -
lerent parts o f the of f ice force. I n a couple o f hou r s he 
collected a good m a n y i m p o r t a n t facts w h i c h were n o t 
t h o r o u g h l y covered i n the p r o g r a m nor ava i l ab le f r o m 
the Fine A r t s C o m m i s s i o n . As he rose t o g o , he t h a n k ­
ed the b u i l d i n g manager f o r g i v i n g h i m so m u c h t i m e : 
and to his as tonishment the manager t h a n k e d h i m . say­
i n g : " I appreciate w h a t y o u have done. I t is most u n ­
usual. I n a l l m y l o n g experience, a n d i n the experience 
o f m a n y o the r men I k n o w whose j o b i t is t o operate 
depar tmen ta l b u i l d i n g s here, y o u are the f i r s t archi tect 
w h o has ever consul ted one o f us abou t the prac t ica l 
opera t ion o f a gove rnmen t b u i l d i n g before the scheme, 
i n general, was decided o n . " 

Archi tec t s , o f course, were no t the o n l y ones w h o 
were t r a ined t o t h i n k o f archi tecture as a succession o f 
styles. I t was the p o p u l a r concep t ion , p a r t i c u l a r l y em­
phasized by the p r iv i l eged f e w w h o were able t o t o y 
w i t h expensive domest ic architecture. Befo re the de­
pression a lmos t a l l cl ients — f u l l y n i n e t y per cent o f 
mine — came i n w i t h a pic ture c f̂ a p r e t t y house they 
had c l ipped f r o m a garden magazine, or at least w i t h 
a b u r n i n g desire t o mater ia l ize the m e m o r y o f some love­
ly set t ing they had seen i n the i r t ravels t h r o u g h Eurc^pe. 
N e w E n g l a n d or a l o n g the James. Appearance was 
their f i rs t t h o u g h t , a lmost a l w a y s , and t h u s the p lans 
o f these suburban houses became i n the m a n n e r o f 
B l o n d e l . "convenances" to be f i t t ed t o a scenic shel l as 
best one c o u l d . Residence architects d i d n ' t m i n d : it was 
so easy, p r o v i d e d they had a f e w shelves w e l l f i l l e d 
w i t h books . 

Easy at f i r s t . B u t d u r i n g the decade o f the t w e n ­
ties, I not iced tha t th i s m e t h o d o f a p p r o a c h became 
harder t o f o l l o w successfully. A n d the reason was tha t 
business, w i t h a constant o u t p c n i r i n g o f n e w devices a n d 
materials w h i c h added t o our c o m f o r t and pleasure a n d 
a l i t t l e t o the ef f ic iency o f b u i l d i n g , was c o m p l i c a t i n g 
and c o n f u s i n g the ancient archaeological p r i n c i p l e s o f 
design. I nt)ticed that the i n d u s t r i a l architects were be­
g i n n i n g to break free f r o m the past b u t domes t i c a r ch i ­
tecture d i d n t : i t stuck doggedly t o the o l d w a y . t r y i n g 
t o hide the new th-ngs under 'he s y n t h e t i c scenery o f 
any chosen age. a l t h o u g h w i t h increasing d i f f i c u l t y a n d 
expense. I ' hey t e l l me t ha t one o f the l i b r a r i a n s w h o 
presided at the lectern i n Yale ' s great ca thedra l o f l i t e r a ­
ture, " w h e r e n o t h i n g is qui te w h a t i t seems." h a d a 
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sense 1)1 h u m o r . i bou i ib i s . m i i i i d e o l ours. O n W'.ish 
i n j ^ i n n s b i r t hc i ay . U I K I I a K>t o l a l u m n i come back l o 
huA a r o u n d , be bung a sign on tbe aged ( w i i b acid I 
l a t ch o f the w i i r m - h o l e i l ( w i t i i an a w l ) , a n i i q u a u x i 
( u i l b a sandblaster) por ta l s w h i c h read: Cient lemen. 
tbe L i b r a r y Is Ins ide ." 

A n d yet. in spite o l ou r efTorts t o preserve I rad i 
t i o n . business w i t h i ts insistence on new t h i n g s and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h its methods o f creat ing them by mass 
p r o d u c t i o n w h i c h emp loys economy, accuracy, c o n t i n ­
u i t y a n d speed (elements w h i c h domest ic architecture 
a b h o r r e d ) , kept f o r c i n g us to face a r o u n d . T h e result 
was that domestic architecture got t r i ck ie r and t r ickier 
because we kept t r y i n g t o use the mode rn technicpus 
w h i l e s t i l l s t i ck ing t o the sent imenta l i t ies we though t 
were a r t . The strange t h i n g was tha t o n l y a f e w c f̂ us 
n m i c e d o u r o w n confus i cm. W h y . i n 1 9 2 7 . w h e n a 
cl ient asked me i n a l l seriousness i f the f t reproot 
"Cc^Ionia l F a r m h o u s e " we were b u i l d i n g f o r her could 
be made safe f r o m i n j u r y f r o m a f a l l i n g airplane. I only 
laughed and sa id : " I f y o u can te l l me h o w fa r the 
plane is g o i n g to f a l l and at w h a t speed. I t h i n k I can 
get an engineer t o f igure it f o r y o u . " T h e real absurd i ty 
o l her questic5n never reached my m i n d . 

I w h o was one o f the worst archaeological scaven 
gers began to be bored by the results I was p r o d u c i n g : 
bu t I d i d n ' t unders tand the reason fc^r m y bo redom nor 
d i d 1 t r y to unders ta iu l . u n t i l one Sunday a l t e r n o o n 
w h e n I was suddenly shocked ou t o f m y complacency 
by a t r i f l i n g event w h i c h no one else p r o b a b l y noticed. 

I had jus t f inished an HI izabe than house \OT an 
I n t l i a n a broker . B e h i n d the panel wa l l s and underneath 
the flagged and punch ioned floors e v e r y t h i n g was str ict­
ly f i r e p r o o f : i n the k n o t t y pine bookcases o f the l i ­
b r a r y whose design we had p i l f e r ed f r o m the M e t r o ­
p o l i t a n , was space f o r an exper imen ta l te levision set in 
gen ious ly concealed: underneath the o l d oaken s t a i rway 
w MS an ou t l e t f o r the most modern b u m i d i d e r we knew 
h o w tĉ  specify i n those days before the use o f a i r con­
d i t i o n i n g became c o m m o n : w i t h i n the oak panels o f 
ano the r r o o m was a se:ret d o o r g i v i n g access tc^ a prac­
t i ca l l a b o r a t o r y w i t h vent ducts, z inc counters, and a 
h u n d r e d t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y gadgets. Outs ide , the an 
cient sagging r o o m , w h i c h rose above the ha l l t imbered 
w a l l s , concealed aerials f o r sending and receiving mes­
sages by a i r ; each heavy roughened slate was held i n 

K . L R l - 1 
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place by copper nails ant l each d o w e l in the rugged 
l i m b e r i n g covered .i bo l t by w h i c h the hand h e w n " 
tracery was fastened to the structure underneath. In 
some of tbe leaded w i n d o w s was a picturesquely bri^ken 
]")ane. and if you looked ca re tu l ly y o u cou ld see a l i t t l e 
wi re that i n s t a n t l y h i d i tself inside the w a l l but cou ld 
carry messages i n an electric j i f f y to a burg la r a l a rm. 
A n d out o f one o f the l o v e l y , o l d . t w i s t i n g Tud t i r ^ 
chimneys I k n e w there came a vent f r o m tbe gas boiler 
in the basement. ^ 

But that Sunday atternc:)on the lay person saw 
o n l y the gables peaking t h r o u g h the trees, noticed o n l y ' 
the discolored stones, the s o f t effect o f r o u g h br ick 
wal l s , the ha l f -opened casements — just picture 
glimpses f r o m the sunken garden o f a nice o l d Emglish 
housr A n d 1. w i t h a h i g h b a l l in my band, was w a r m 
w i t h sat isfact i tm because some people at tbe party had 
said they l iked th i s p r e t t y scene that I had helped to 
make. 

A n d then the te r r ib le t h i n g happened. The owner 
a r r i v i n g late f r o m a h u r r i e d t r i p to N e w Y o r k , set his 
au togy ro d o w n u p o n the l a w n not t w o hundred feet 
f r o m m y medieval scene. The soda in m y d r i n k gcit 
flat. He had not staged th i s a w f u l contrast but i t was 
a shock ing ly successful d e n n m s t r a t i o n o l the extent t o 
w h i c h 1. and my contemporar ies , had gone in our un 
conscious perpe t ra t ion o f l o v e l y anachronisms. I t awak­
ened al l my sleeping suspicions about the value o f m y 
sometimes pre t ty c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the t h i n g we called 
architecture; and it suddenly made me w a n t to t r y t o 
t h i n k So as soon as I c o u l d . 1 maneuvered m y mass 
p r o d u c t i o n coupe- o u t f r o m the shadow o f the six-car. 
fireproof garage tha t looked l ike a 17 tb C e n t u r y t y t h e 
barn in Gloucestershire < w h i c h f o r m e d one side o f the 
cc^bbled court ) . and m o t o r e d home m o o d i l y w h i l e the 
sat isfact ion o f be ing cors idered a successful residence 
architect i n 1*^28 d i m m e d considerably. I f architecture 
was scenic design, then I was a l l r i g h t : bu t I began t o 
suspect there ough t to be more to it t h a n tha t . 

Ce r t a in ly it was r i d i c u l o u s to keep o n t r y i n g to f i t 
modern mechanical conveniences i n t o the shell o f some 
adapted style w h i c h one had meaning and purpose bu t 
n o w no longer t l i d . Soon , perhaps, it wc^uld be i m 
possible to make most o f the popular styles c f̂ 
architecture fit the requirements o f modern l i f e , modern 
l i v i n g was chang ing so f r o m the quiet , secure existence 
i t once had been. I f o u r sense o f h u m o r fa i led to save 
us. then business w o u l d , i n e v i t a b l y . W e c o u l d n ' t go on 
th is w a y m u c h longer w i t h o u t go ing nuts. 

B u t it was a d i f t i c u l t p r o b l e m . 1 d i d n t wan t lo 
go i n f o r this new style w h i c h some called " m o d e r n 
and others " m o d e r n i s t i c . " I had done a couple o f b a t h ­
rooms i n the la t ter style and I d i d n t l ike t o t h i n k o f 
them. Even i f I had the courage and the a b i l i t y t o be 
ratic^nal about archi tecture, h o w w o u l d a we l l -g rooved 
prac t i t ioner l ike me start t o go about i t . ' The re was 
o n l y tme answer. T h i n k i n g . Y o u had to find a way 
i n t o the unknc^wn by yourse l f , w i t h o u t he lp f r o m any 
one — even a c l i e n t : y o u h a d t o d i g i n t o the secrets o f 
honest architecture a l l ak^ne: no more c o p y i n g or adapt 
ing even f r o m the most mode rn past o f L c Corbus ie r 
or Ciropius or V a n der Robe. That was tbe t roub le 
w i t h the products o f most o f ou r new Amer ican o p p o r 
tunis ts w h o were already t rea t ing the philosc^phy o\ 

iCuniinui-J on paiic ^1 
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Announcement by the Milcor Steel Company 
• Q u i d " is the keyno te o f a new improvemen t t o 

the we l l k n o w n l ine o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l M e t a l T r i m manu­
factured by the M i l c o r Steel C o m p a n y . 

I n keeping w i t h the modern demand f o r sound 
insu la t ion i n hospi ta ls , l ihrar ies . schools, and other pub­
lic bu i ld ings , they have announced that its complete 
Me ta l 1 r i m l ine is n o w avai lable w i t h In su lma t sound­
p r o o f i n g . 

T h i s process, o r i g i n a l l y developed to e l iminate 
reverberation i n a u t o m o b i l e bodies, consists o f a p p l y i n g 
a special sound absorbent mater ia l to the back, une.x 
posed surfaces o f the t r i m , f -or a l l practical purposes. 
M i l c o r reports, the t rea tment el iminates b o t h reverbera 
t i o n and sound t ransmiss ion . A c t u a l l abora to ry tests o n 
a section o f M e t a l 1 r i m treated w i t h I n s u l m a t show a 
T5 per cent reduc t ion in sound v o l u m e under impact 
and a 7^ per cent r educ t ion i n sound decay t ime. T h i s 
is enough to muff le the sound o f door and w i n d o w 
s l a m m i n g or o ther accidental b l o w s . 

In the f u t u r e a l l M i l c o r C h a l k T r o u g h w i l l be 
sound p roofed w i t h I n s u l m a t at no advance i n prices. 
A n y t)ther i tems i n the M i l c o r M e t a l T r i m l ine w i l l be 
sup j i l i ed w i t h I n s u l m a t on specification. For f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n about th is new product , wr i t e M i l c o r Steel 
(!()mpany, M i l w a u k e e . W i s c o n s i n . 

these modern t h inke r s as j u s t another f ad i n decorat ion. 
T o accpiire a respectable knowledge o f new ma 

terials and t o learn h o w t o use t hem ef f i c ien t ly w o u l d 
require more i m a g i n a t i o n t h a n 1 had ever had to d r aw 
u p o n , because the l i m i t o f i m a g i n a t i o n had been the 
size o f the l i b r a r y and the number o f m y t r ips to 
Hurope. I f I d i d n t l o o k at m y books, i t m i g h t prove 
whether , a f te r a l l . 1 h a d the capacity f o r any real imag­
i n a t i o n . I c l idn t l ike to take th is ho r r ib l e risk o f find­
ing o u t ; bu t by the t ime I had reached home that Sun­
day evening, the prospect o f the new adventure i n i m ­
a g i n a t i o n seemed t o have i n f i n i t e possibi l i t ies fo r interest 
w h i c h the o l d w a y d i d n ' t have, and i t seemed w o r t h ­
w h i l e to t ry i t o u t . 

W i t h sa t i s fac t ion I sc^on began to see h o w far 
ahead I was o f that t ime i n 1920 w h e n I first designed 
a house f o r myse l f . It had been a puerile, stagey casing fo r 
a compact but b a d l y handicapped l i t t l e p lan . ( f i g . 1.) 

T h e second one. i n 19 29 . I had labored l o n g and 
hard at. I t was d r a w n i n the years o f m y first ques 
t i on ings when I was t r y i n g to t h i n k and no t t o copy. 
B u t I hadn ' t then learned t o break a w a y f r o m the o l d 
habi t s o l design and i n t w o years o f serious s truggle I 
accomplished n o t h i n g discernible. However , h a v i n g the 
money and w a n t i n g a house, t i red o f t r y i n g longer f o r 
the ideal that was b e y o n d m y reach. I finally knocked 
o u t another meaningless s tyle chassis t ha t c r ipp led w h a t 
m i g h t have been a nice p l an f o r that site. T h e scenery 
is o f the same p o p u l a r type as N o . 1. a l t h o u g h on a 
grander scale o f cost. O n l y one t h i n g d i d m y t i red am­
b i t i o n achieve: w h i l e the f r o n t is as stereotyped as a 
shoe, the l i v i n g side has wide , munt in less steel doors 
f r o m floor t o ce i l ing that no ' provencal ' cottage ever 
saw. F r a n k l y , the b i g dark masses l ook l ike hel l f r o m 
the l a w n , b u t whc^ cares:* W e l ive nine m o n t h s o f the 

year inside l o o k i n g o u t a n d the clear expanse o f glass 
is a great sa t i s fac t ion . 

Since 19 30 I have been w o r k i n g " o f f and o n " at 
another p l an . 1 k n e w w h y I had f a i l ed so d i s m a l l y 
w i t h m y second house and w a n t e d t o t r y again . M e a n ­
w h i l e I watched a t housand new mater ia ls come o n the 
market , saw a h u n d r e d d i f f e r en t types o f p re fabr ica ted 
u n i t houses g iven p u b l i c i t y and s l o w l y became accus­
tomed to the starkness — o r cleanness — o f m o d e r n 
f o r m s i n i n d u s t r i a l design as w e l l as i n archi tecture . 
A n inherent beauty b o r n f r o m the s p i r i t o f honesty and 
use seemed to be en te r ing these f o r m s . R e a l i z i n g t ha t I 
w o u l d s t i l l have to erase a l o t o f prejudices i f I was ever 
to approach the in teres t ing concept o f archi tecture I was 
searching f o r . I began to clear a w a y m a n y o l d restric­
t ions tha t had been imposed b y educa t ion , cus tom and 
sent iment , w h i l e t r y i n g to retain those ideas w h i c h were 
in te l l igen t and usefu l . T h a t sounds easy: b u t t r y i t 
somet ime! 1 k n e w I was t h r o u g h w i t h lo t s o f t h i n g s : 
axis lines that l ooked swel l on a t l r a w i n g bu t led u p 
b l i n d alleys a c t u a l l y : the i m p o s i n g effects o f wastecf 
space; those picturesque s l o p i n g roo f s t ha t had so c r i p ­
pled m y first t w o seccmd f l o o r p lans : and the b o t t l e ­
neck dormers tha t necessarily ensued: garage connect ions 
t h r o u g h k i t chen to the h a l l ( f o r 1 e m p l o y no chauf feu r 
and usual ly enter and leave the lH)use i n a car) ; m u n t i n s 
in w i n d o w s ; d o u b l e - h u n g w i n d o w s ; w o o d f loors t ha t 
c o n t i n u a l l y need w a x i n g and o f t e n r e f i n i s h i n g ; n i g g a r d ­
l y l i t t l e cornices i n places where p r o t e c t i o n is needed 
f r o m ra in or s u n : and m a n y other habi ts I c o u l d reject 
n o w f o r personal reasons bu t had o f t e n f o u g h t h a r d f o r . 

1 find I w a n t to relate the inside p l a n to the o u t ­
side p lan more comple te ly and effect ively t h a n I ever 
have, and to make the p l an sa t i s fy sc ien t i f ica l ly the de­
mands o f c l imate and the requirements o f site as f a r as 
I a m able, t o secure a pleasant l i f e f o r m y f a m i l y ra ther 
t h a n t o please the c o n v e n t i o n a l eye o f a caut ious 
stranger w h o may d r i v e a l o n g the road . I w a n t t o make 
the l a y o u t compact ( a l t h o u g h tha t does n o t necessarily 
mean s m a l l ) , c o m f o r t a b l e , convenient and as effor t less 
as possible b o t h i n use and appearance. I w a n t i t t o be 
f lex ib le , because I f o u n d i n the t w o o ther houses t ha t 
f l e x i b i l i t y is a va luable element f o r m y f a m i l y t o d a y . 
Once, " c i r c u l a t i o n " was supposed t o render r i g i d l y fixed 
spaces usable, bu t I find tha t i f I can make these h i t h e r ­
t o fixed spaces usable f o r d i f f e r e n t purposes at d i f f e r e n t 
t imes it is better f o r m y manner o f l i v i n g t h a n t o de­
pend on c i r c u l a t i o n . 

( T o he concluded in I'ehruarii Issue) 
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Only Architects Can Collect 

Editor's \ (>/<•: '/V/c folloii iiiu ttrtirli- is a reprint of 
llic opinion hv . / / isr/rc lio.sr'iiindii nicntionod in tin' 
nrticli' "Only Ircliitrcis Can Colii'i t" in tlir Dori'inluT 
issiio. 

A m e r i c a n Store F.cpiipment 
"ii C o n s t r u c t i o n C o r p o r a t i o n 

V. 
Jack Dempsey 's P u n c h Btn"I 
et al 

S U P R E M E C O U R T 
S P l i C l A F F F R M 
— P A R I V 

O p i n i o n by Justice Rosenman : 

Fhe pr inc ip les and precet'enis w i t h respect to the 
effect o f s t a tu to ry l icensing p rov i s ions upcin actions fo r 
compensa t ion f o r services rendered by unlicensed p la in 
t i f f s have been discussed by me i n Shorten i\ Millbank 
et fil. ( N . Y . I . . J . . M a r c h 2. 1 9 ^ 9 . p . 9 7 6 . afT d A p p . 
D i v . . A p r i l 2 8 . 1 9 ^ 9 ) . Fhe cjuestion to be determined 
is w h e t h e r or an agreement by one w h o is not licensed 
b u t w h o s h o u l d be licensed accc^rding to statute is mere­
l y m a l u m p r o h i b i t u m so that a recovery thereon may 
be p e r m i t t e d : or whe the r it is o f such i l l ega l i t y that 
p u b l i c po l i cy w i l l ac tua l ly ban any recovery thereon 
even thc^ugh the unlicensed pa r ty has p e r f o r m e d the 
services under taken . 

I t is conceded that p l a i n t i f f here has no license as 
an architect . I t cc^uld n t i t , in lact, be licensed ( subd . 2. 
sec. 1 4 7 6 . l i d u c a t i o n I . a w ) . Fhe provis ions o f the 
E d u c a t i o n F a w relat ive to l icensing o f architects were 
p r o m u l g a t e d " t o safeguard l i f e , hea l th and p roper ty ' 
( s u b d . 1. sec. 1 4 7 6 . E d u c a t i o n I . a w ) . I n p r inc ip l e , tc^o. 
"any profess ional service such as consu l t a t i on + * 

p l a n n i n g , design, i n c l u d i n g aesthetic and s t ruc tura l de­
s ign , or responsible superv is ion o{ cons t ruc t ion , i n con­
nec t ion w i t h any p r iva t e or pub l i c b u i l d i n g s . =̂ * * or 
the equ ipmen t or u l t i l i t i e s the reo l , or accessories there­
t o * * * ( s u b d . 6. sec. 1475 . Educaticm F a w ) neces­
sa r i ly invo lves , at least t o some extent , the safeguarding 
o f l i f e , hea l th or p r o p e r t y . .Such were a subs tant ia l p o r ­
t i o n o f the .services required by the contracts to be per­
f o r m e d by the p l a i n t i f l ' . 1 h o u g h there were other 
services to be renderecl. such as des igning , a r r ang ing and 
decora t ing , there were also the p repara t ion o{ plans and 
the superv is ion o f c i ^ n s t r u c t i i M i w o r k w h i c h are the 
usual f u n c t i o n s o f an architect . 

S u b d i v i s i o n 1 o f section 1476 and s u b d i v i s i o n 6 
o f section 1475 o f the l i d u c a t i o n F a w are a lmost i d e n t i ­
cal respectively w i t h the first p o r t i o n o f section 1450 
a n d s u b d i v i s i o n 6 o f section 1449 thereof . I t has al­
ready been held j u d i c i a l l y , i Dtnan C'o.. Inc.. c. Slater: 
132 Misc . 4 5 4 , afT d 225 A p p . D i v . . 7 5 0 ) tha t com­
pliance w i t h section 1 4 5 0 was a necessary recjuisite to a 
recovery fc^r engineer ing services. ( T h a t case was de­
cided u p o n the statute .is e iuu ie i i in 1 9 2 7 : but there has 
been l i t t l e change in the section as it reatis t o d a y ) . 'Fhe 
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same principles are appl icable to architectural services; 
fo r b o t h professions i n v o l v e the safety and lives o l [hi-
general publ ic w h o use their structures, ("onsecpiently. 
p l a i n t i f f here cannot recover, ft^r it cannot show c i 5 m -
pliance w i t h the a rch i tec tura l l icensing statutes. 

Fhe p l a i n t i f f contends, however , that even i f it 
d i d p e r f o r m certain archi tec tura l services, nevertheless it 
can recover f o r a l l those p o r t i o n s o f the contract not i n ­
v o l v i n g such services, and that the architectural services, 
if any. a m o u n t o n l y t o abou t or 1 0 ' / o f a l l 

services under taken t o be rendered. However , there is no 
means o f segregating the good f r o m the bad po r t i ons 
o f the contract i n th i s case. T he contract was ent ire 
and i n d i v i s i b l e : t o p l a n , cont rac t and f u r n i s h a com­
plete u n i t . I f the p l a i n t i f f had sold the in t e r io r f u r n i s h ­
ings and decorations, the contract cou ld have been sep­
arated at least to the extent o f p e r m i t t i n g recovery f o r 
the merchandise so ld . Here, however , were o n l y services, 
ideas and superv is ion . ' I hey cannot be separated i n t o 
di f ferent classes — F'gal and i l l ega l . 

T h e general rule s t i l l persists that i f any par t o f 
the considerat ion f o r his contract was con t ra ry to pub 
lie po l i cy , the w h o l e promise fa i l s ' { Met/, v. WooJ-
ward-Brown Realty Co.. 182 A p p . D i v . . 6 0 . 6 5 ) . 
Where , as here, the "de fendan t s promise arose ou t o f 

F L 0 0 R I n c 
FOR 

R E S I D E N T I A L , P U B L I C B U I L D I N G S 
OR 

C O M M E R C I A L U S E 

M A P L E , B E E C H , B I R C H 

a n d W I S C O N S I N O A K 

m • 

S T R I P , H E R R I N G B O N E and 

A S S E M B L E D B L O C K F O R M 

O U R M A P L E . B E E C H and B I R C H floor­
ing is guaranteed M F M A (Maple Flooring 
Manufacturers Association) grade and man­
ufacture. 

. r - / L i It t I L- t I .\ 
ADDRESS Y O U R F L O O R I N G PROBLEMS T O US 

HOLT H A R D W O O D CO. 
O C O N T O , W I S C O N S I N 
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and is i n d i s s o l u b l y l i n k e d w i t h plaintifl^ 's i l legal bar­
g a i n " (Sturm V. I'ruby. 2 4 5 A p p . D i v . . ^SZ. ' ^bO) , 
there can be no separat ion o f acts to suppor t p r o p o r t i o n ­
al recovery. 

T o sustain the l ega l i ty o f the balance o f the agree 
ments w o u l d lead t o widespread disregard o f the l i ­
censing statutes. I t w o u l d be easy f o r any construe 
t i o n cont rac tor to t h w a r t the purposes f o r w h i c h the 
l icensing o f architects was enacted by merely p r o v i d i n g 
i n his contract tha t a rchi tec tura l services w o u l d be given 
gratis , so Icmg as the con t rac to r were awarded the con­
t r a i l itself. 

A n o t h e r c o n t e n t i o n o f the p l a i n t i f f is that it is 
no t generally engaged i n the practice ot architecture. 
Subd iv i s ion 6 o f section 1475 o f the Educa t ion I aw. 

however , provides tha t "a person practices archi tec ture 
w i t h i n the mean ing and in t en t o f th i s ar t icle , w h o * * * 
does p e r f o r m any profess ional service such as * * * "arc 
called f o r by these agreements. O n e instance o f render­
i n g such services is suf f ic ien t t o b r i n g a person w i t h i n 
the category o f p rac t i c ing architecture. I t is no t neces­
sary, under th is p r o v i s i o n , that a person make a regular 
business o f p e r f o r m i n g s imi l a r services before he is o b l i ­
gated to c o m p l y w i t h the l icensing sections. 

J u d g m e n t f o r defendants . T h i r t y days ' stay and 
s i x t y days t o make a case. 

A f l i r m e d by the C o u r t o f Appeals on M a y 2 1 . 1 Q40 

21 N . Y . S . 2 n d . 117 2 8 ^ N . Y 
2 5 8 A p p , D i v . 7 < M 1 7 4 M I M . \M> 
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M 1 L W A U K E E 

Consider These Advantages of 

Heil O i l Healing Equipment: 
1. Made in Mi lwaukee . 
2. Bui l t , and guaranteed by a long 

established, financially respons­
ible manufacturer . 

3. S o l d and serv iced ( in Mi lwaukee 
C o u n t y ) by a direct factory or­
ganization. 

4. A complete line of oil heating 
equipment for every type of ser­
vice. 

5. T h o u s a n d s of satisf ied users— 
Universa l acceptance. 

GENERAL OFRCES: 
3000 MONTANA ST., MILWAUKEE 

PHONE: MITCHELL 8000 

M A G A Z I N E S 
Anything you want 
I can set for you 

Telephone W E s t 2407 
have many b a r g a i n s 

on my l i s t 

A l e x a n d e r C . G u t h 
1430 N. 40th St. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

P R O M P T S E R V I C E A N D 
G O O D W O R K . T H I S IS 

O U R C R E E D 

MILWAUKEE BLUE PRINT 
& PHOTOSTAT CLUB 

E U G O N E D I E T Z G E N C O . 
F . A. O T T O . I N C . 
r R E D E R I C K P O S T C O . 
M . J . S C H M I T T 
O. J . W A L L B E R « S O N . I N C . 
D A V I D W H I T E C O . . I N C . 
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J Wisconsin Architects are in-

^ vited to submit gloss prints of 

work completed by them with­

in the past two years for re­

production on the front cover 

of the W I S C O N S I N A R C H I ­

T E C T . Subjects similar to 

those which have appeared on 

r e c e n t issues. Photographs 

should be fully identified with 

name and address of subject 

and architect's firm. Please 

send all material to publisher's 

office, 724 E . Mason St., Mi l ­

waukee. 
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MlLCOtC Steel Roof Deck 
certainly is helpful in satisfying 

demands for speed 

Free bulletin gires you the econotuiciil 
aiisii er to problems you jace hi getting jobs 
under cover quickly—even in had tveather 

• • • 
Shows in detail why Milcor Steel 

Roof Deck is a practical, versatile 

material you can depend on to meet 

lotlay s rush construction scheiliiles 

-— on jobs of all types, like the 

Kearney & Trccker Corp. addi­

tion illu.strated above (Milwaukee, Wis.) 

where over 70,000 square feet of deck were 

laid, some of it in 1 5-bclow-2ero weather. 

Shows how Milcor Steel Roof Deck is 
quickly attached — with clips or welding 
— to any structural member, requiring 
relatively lighter and less costly supporting 
structure. 

Points out how fire-safety, permanence, 
over-all economy, and ailaptability to stand­
ard forms of insulation provitlc a better 
all-around roofing job that means long-run 
satisfaction of your clients. 

Let the free, colorful Milcor Roof Deck 
manual help save your time in planning, 
designing. Write for it today. i^ujj 

MiEcoRj STEEL COMTANI 
MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN CANTON, OHIO 
CHICAGO, ILL. • KANSAS CITY. MO. • LA CROSSE, WIS. 
NEW YORK, N. Y. • ROCHESTER, N. Y. • BALTIMORE, MD. 
Sales Oiiices: Minneapolis, Minn., Litlle Rock, Ark., DaUas, Tex., 

Denver, Colo., Washington, D.C. 

LA CROSSE, WIS. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


