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South Dakota State University graduated its first bachelor's of architecture

class in 2014. The program that was started with the strong support of the

architecture industry in South Dakota can boast 2l graduates.

This next spring, the Architecture program will move into the top level

of the new Architecture, Math and Engineering building on campus. The

state's architecture program has made extraordinary strides thanks to the

time and financial resources committed by South Dakota's architecture

community, including the "founding" firms: Koch Hazard,
Architecture Incorporated, TSP Inc. and Perspective.
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CONNECTIONS

This issue of Architecfure SD mogozine focuses on the topic of CONNECTIONS which we oll deol with
on personol ond professionol levels eoch doy. Whether we think of connections os on oct or o stote
of being connected, being something thot connects or links, or being o relotionship or port of on
ossociotion, cleorly connections ore something thot ore port of our everydoy lives.

Being o member of AIA South Dokoto ond the notionol AIA orgonizofion connects us to our colleogues,
our peers, ond for mony of us, our orchitecturol mentors. lt helps to contribute to the richness of our
orchitecturol communities. Connection to our orchitecturol history helps drive us forword orchitecturolly
into the next chopter, while honoring our post. Connections to our colleogues ond mentors ollows us
to colloborote ond collectively strive for greotness in design which impocts our society. Connections
to our school of orchitecture of South Dokoto Stote University helps to elevote the nexi generoiion of
orchitects to ensure thot design will olwoys motter. Through community outreoch opporiunities, like
Design:SD, connections ore mode in smoll towns ocross South Dokoto helping to bring oworeness to
design ond orchitecture where sometimes il is not o priority.

Connections reolly do motter ... just like orchitecture reolly does moiter. Architecture is o connection
thot we oll con shore ond experience together. Celebrote greot design. Reoch out to o colleogue,
moke o connection, ond tell them "good job" when you see something worth celebroting. Connect
with our stote's school of orchitecture, moybe by spending o doy with o group of students ond the
foculty. Volunteer to be o job shodow mentor to o student of one of our stote's technicol schools
or high schools. lf you hoven't been to our AIA South Dokoto onnuol convention recenly, moke it o
priority ond moke some new connections there. I think you'll reolly enjoy it.

To my fellow orchitects, os o leoder in your community ond our stote, I urge you to moke o new
connection this next yeor, some type of connection thot you hoven't yet mode, to get engoged in o
woy thot promotes the concepi thot "Design Motters." AIA South Dokoto offers counfless opportunities
for those of you thot wont to moke o new connection.

I hope thot you enjoy this issue of the Architecfure SD mogozine. There's so much going on in our stote
worth celebroting ond some of thot work is highlighted in this issue. On beholf of the boord of directors
for AIA South Dokoto, I would like to extend o heortfelt "Thonk You" to everyone thot contributed.

Go forth ... ond get connected!

Dovid A. Von AIA

14-2015AIA South Dokoto
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