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THIS MONTH'S COVER

Studies for the ceiling of the House of
Representatives, 1805. A drawing by
Benjamin Latrobe from the collection on
view at the Octagon.

EVENTS and EXHIBITIONS

AIA OCTAGON
opening March 4

Early Architectural Drawings for the U. S. Capitol

PHILLIPS COLLECTION
opening March 16

Paintings by Manessier

PAN-AMERICAN UNION
March 2 through 20

Tapestries by Lincoln Presno of Uruguay

March 21 through April 9
Oils by Romulo Maccio of Argentina

CORCORAN GALLERY
through March 29

Gabor Peterdi

through March 22

John Chapman Lewis

March 5

Lecture by Louis Kahn

WASHINGTON GALLERY OF MODERN ART

through March 17
Van Gogh—60 paintings, 60 drawings

TEXTILE MUSEUM
through April 25
Textiles of Ancient Peru

Ancient Egyptian Imports

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

through March 22
Paintings from the Museum of Modem Art

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
through April 5
Nature Printing: Selected Historical Examples
through March 30
Photographs by Kosti Ruchomaa

March 7 through March 29

Craftsman of the Eastern States




*“Twinstile}’ one of a wide variety of nickel stainless
steel swinging and balanced doors designed and man-
ufactured by Schacht Associates, New York, N. ¥

As installed in Butler Senior High School, Butler,
Pa. Architects: Perkins & Will, Chicago, Ill.; Asso-
ciate Architects: Howard & Murphy, Butler, Pa.

These Nickel Stainless Steel doors take a beating at 3 o’clock
every afternoon and look like new every morning

These are the doors of a large senior
high school, and they are assaulted
by hundreds of stampeding teen-
agers every day. You couldn’t ask
doors to take more punishment.
That’s why the architeet specified
nickel stainless steel.

Stainless steel stands up to years
of day-in, day-out wear and tear. Be-
cause it’s stronger and tougher than
other architectural metals. Because it
resists abrasion and denting and
won’t erack or chip.

But a stainless steel door has more
than superior durability to recom-
mend it. Its bright, modern finish
adds to the beauty of any building.
And its corrosion-resistant surfaces
stay beautiful with a minimum of
care. Ordinary washing is all it
needs. Stainless steel is economical,
too—because it costs so little to main-
tain and because it lasts so long.
These are the highly practical rea-
sons why more and more architects
are specifying nickel stainless steel

for commercial and institutional
building entrances — for swinging,
sliding, rolling or revolving doors
that will last the life of the building.
For more information on the many
advantages of stainless steel, write
for the 32-page booklet, “Architec-
tural Uses of the Stainless Steels!

THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY, INC.
67 Wall Street 1CO_ New York 5, N.Y.

NICKEL...its contribution is QUALITY




POINT OF VIEW

Suburbanites want rapid transit

Over three-fifths of Montgomery
County commuters would prefer a
rapid transit system, such as sub-
ways, to any other proposed method
of improved commuting facilities
between the county and Washing-
ton. (From a recent study by Na-
tional Analysts Inc.) Incidentally,
289,245 people drive to work in
D. C. as opposed to 203,639 who
drive to work in Manhattan.

D. C. Transit wants all bus system

D. C. Transit system President
O. Roy Chalk has announced that
his executives will soon be plan-
ning an all-bus rapid transit system
for the entire Washington area.
This announcement comes after
Chalk fought successfully against
Congressional approval of the
Washington area subway system
and thence declared a national
busman’s holiday! It becomes quite
clear to planners, government,
business people, civic groups and
the man in the street that neither
O. Roy Chalk or the do-nothing
majority in Congress cares whether
we become a modern city as long
as D. C. Transit gets an all-bus,
all-fume BUS-I-NESS SYSTEM
under way. I am confident that D.
C. Transit buses in the future will
be labeled as per U. S. Public
Health requirements, “WarNING,
THE INHALATION OF FUMES FROM
THESE BUSES 1S A GROWING MENACE
TO THE GENERAL ENVIRONMENT AND
THE HEALTH OF MAN.”

State Senator Fenwick
subway financing bill

sponsors

Bills to create a northern Virginia
transportation district as part of a
metropolitan ~ Washington  rapid
transit program went before the
Virginia General Assembly. Spon-
soring State Senator Charles R.
Fenwick proposed the bill to pro-
vide a means of meeting Congres-
sional objections on the uncertainty
of suburban financial participation
and a mechanism to absorb any
deficits. If Maryland could also
recognize its own citizens’ demand

NEIL R. GREENE, AIA

for rapid transit, and institute simi-
lar legislation, then pressure could
be brought to bear on Congress for
the transit program.

Beauty and delay in southwest

With Chloethiel Smith’s Capital
Park and I. M. Pei’s Town Center
taking three of the 28 FHA Nation-
al Awards published in the Janu-
ary House and Home, with Tempos
coming down on the Mall, Harbor
Square being excavated and the
Tiber Island Development looking
as brilliant as the competition
model, things are looking up in
Southwest. The only exception is
the one project that never seems
to break ground, “Chalk House
West”. Perhaps with his recent bus
proposal Mr. Chalk has reappraised
his needs to expand, and is con-
sidering a contemporary trolley
barn in S. W.

Citizens urge general plan

In an unprecedented example of
solidarity, twenty-four local civic
organizations this week urged
MNCPPC immediately to adopt
the general plan including the basic
concept of wedges and corridors.
The action was most likely pre-
cipitated by the County Council’s
favorable vote on the 3000 acre
planned high density community in
Poolesville where the general plan
indicated low density.

D'i[ficult going predicted for shop-
ping centers

Why? There are too many being
built too fast. The Urban Land In-
stitute says that without taking in
more money, they are costmg more
to stay open. With 14 regional
5}11)ppmg centers in W dshmgton we
probably have more than we need
for the next ten years and new ones
live on the customers of the older
ones. Sixty-thousand new residents
a year h(]p the situation but the
real solution will be revitalization of
the existing suburban cores such as
Silver Spring, Bethesda and Hyatts-
ville.

NEW MEMBERS

Darcy Diniz, a new corporate
member, was born in Rio de
Janerio. He studied architecture at
Hlinois Institute of Technology,
and graduated from both the Uni-
versity of Brazil and the New York
School of Interior Design. Immi-
grating to the United States in
1954, Mr. Darcy settled in Houston
where he spent seven years, the
last two in practice as a principal,
He moved to Washington in 1961
and was associated with Morton
Noble until opening his own office
recently.

New Associate Member Richard
Leith Gill studied architecture at
Johns Hopkins University, and
since 1962 has been with the office
of Eugene A. Delmar, AIA. Mr.
Gill and his wife live in a house he
designed and built in Potomac,
Maryland.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chapter member Benjamin P.
Elliott has been appmnted a corres-
ponding member of the Committee
on Religious Buildings of the AIA
Commission on Architectural De-
sign.

The Department of Defense will
offer a course in Fallout Shelter
Analysis beginning in Fehmary
The course will be glven in both
Maryland and Virginia. Details are
available from the OCD in Olney,
Maryland.

NATIONAL AWARD FOR
EDWARD H. NOAKES

Among the twenty-eight award
winners in the FHA 1963 Honor
Awards for Residential Design was
the House in the Pines nursing
home in Easton, Maryland. Archi-
tect for the project was chapter
member Edward H. Noakes.




Owner:
Doca, Inc.

Architect:

Jewell & Wolf
Structural Engineer:
Perry & Lamprecht
Mechanical Engineer:
James K. Wolford
General Contractor:
Whiting-Turner
Contracting Co.

SCORE 4
FOR FLEXICORE

IN DELL HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

Flexicore precast concrete slabs by
Strescon Industries scored high in
four important areas in the construc-
tion of Dell House.

ECONOMY: Flexicore's use in Dell
House allowed the architect and
engineer to use only 6.2 pounds of
structural steel per sq. ft. / Ceiling
plaster is eliminated, reducing fin-
ishing costs and job time. / Building
height reduced by 8 per story. / Re-
duces contractor’s overhead because
the job can be completed sooner —
less supervisory expense; lower job
financing costs.

SPEED OF CONSTRUCTION: Flexi-
core saves on-the-job labor and job-
time: no lengthy pours, no wait for
curing, no forest of shores. / Flexi-
core installation at the rate of 4000
sq. ft. a day per crew. / Deck be-
comes immediately available for

other trades, DELL HOUSE ELEVATOR APARTMENTS (Flexicore Particulars)

. This fireproof (another Flexicore advantage), 40-unit structure,

acI‘IJor\‘N]::.mt}#e grchitigcst-r:to ';Icitggerls named after The Dell across from which it stands, is located

estimate a major portion of the at Charles and 29th Streets in Baltimore. Each of the 13 floors

building cost (framing and floor). contains 3 apartments, with a two-story apartment in the pent-

house. Underground parking is provided. Saxe clips were used

SOUNDPROOFING: Flexicore con- In the erection of the steel frame. Pre-cast concrete stairs by

struction reduces noise transmission Strescon were used (see photo) which proved to be more

between floors. Hospitals, apart- economical and faster. Distance floor to floor: 8 10”. Ceiling
ments, office buildings, retirement height: 8 2”.

cl?t?:ceh%s egﬂgagt%gflcgigt'rl&a?;ﬁ Write or call for more information and free booklets on the

have benefited from the quiet of Economy, Speed of Construction, Cost Control, and Sound-
Flexicore. proofing Qualities of Strescon’s Flexicore.

- Sales Service Offices in Baltimore,
STRESCON INDUSTRIES

Philadelphia and Washington




COMMITTEE
ASSIGNMENTS

The following are the chapter
Committee assignments for 1964.

OFFICE PRACTICE

C. E. Grimm, Chairman, D. C.
Dolan, J. W. Lawrence, F. J. Mont-
gomery, M. W. Noble, M. Sofranko,
J. F. Stann, T. Quinlan.

PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC
BUILDINGS
P. H. Kea, Chairman, J. A.
Bartley, C. B. White, A. Campitelli,
G. A. Speer, V. S. R. Prassas.

POTOMAC VALLEY ARCHITECT

R. B. Riley, Editor, ]. C. Denni-
son, Business Manager, P. Mason,
J. F. Hilleary, R. M. Dillon, E. W.
Andberg, A. Zemaitis, H. Reich, .
Esten, N. Greene.

REGISTRATION AND LEGISLATION

S. H. Arthur, Chairman, J. M.
Walton, N. Kertzman, P. E. Burger,
L. Haft, A. Battistone.

PROGRAMS

N. R. Greene, Chairman, W. D.
Davis, J. T. Thomen, R. A.
Weppner, Jr., K. P. Bates, W. M.
Van Lonkhuyzen, ]. H. Sullivan, Jr.,
C. J. Arcilesi.

JOINT SCHOOL

C. B. Soule, L. L. Murray, S. H.
Arthur.

STATE ORGANIZATION

T. R. Cromar, Jr., Chairman, C.
B. White, ]J. C. Cohen.

PUBLICITY

W. D. Davis, Chairman, E. H.
Noakes, D. Coupard, R. L. Coble,
A. A. Weidner, R. E. Lorenzen,
H. B. Gates, |Jr., L. Flouton.

MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE

D. J. Hogan, Chairman, M. L.
Bagley, D. Shaw, N. A. Genaro, Jr.,
R. S. Yale, M. J. Patlen, C. Harmon.

MANOR CIRCLE APARTMENTS

Robert C. Lautman, Photo

EUGENE A. DELMAR, AIA, ARCHITECT

Location: Takoma Park, Maryland
ownNeEr: Thomas Woodall and 1. L.
conTRACTOR: Carl Ford

BUILDING AND ZONING CODES

M. J. Prassas and G. M. Tuel,
Co-Chairmen. L. E. Nelson, ]. C.
Cohen, N. D. Daumit, J. A.
D’Epagnier, H. L. Esten, W. G.
Sargent, ]J. E. Moore.

COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS

E. F. Ball, Chairman, A. Miller,
W. C. Perna, G. C. A. Brunatti, E.
F. Jettmar, ]|. S. Samperton, Advi-
sory, J. P. Vaghi, F. L. Slagle.

ETHICAL PRACTICES

T. Englehardt, Chairman, C. B.

Soule, T. R. O'Reilly.

EDUCATION

A. H. Maclntire, Chairman, D.
Crawford, D. Hanson, A. E. Hald,
r., W. }’r()(-npi:)w. A. ] Koran,

W. Balderson, Jr., F. A. Endo.
EMPLOYEE PLACEMENT

W. Seigel,
Aubinoe, W. E.

C. T. Prior.

Chairman, A. L.
Bucher, Jr., ]
Gruss, R. Lee, W. ]J. Casagranda,

Wagner

BY-LAW REVISION

B. P. Elliott, Chairman, T. R.
Cromar, Jr., R. S. Senseman, T.
Englehardt, C. B. Soule, S. H.
Arthur, . C. Colien.

PLANNING GROUP

|. C. Cohen, Chairman, E. IL
Noakes, J. A. D’Epagnier, B 1.
Montgomery, |. E. Moore, D. Shaw,
T. R. Cromar, Jr., D. A, Holtz, E. F.
Ball. N. R. Greene, L. Flouton, H.
I.. Esten, E. A. Delmar, L. Haft, D.
W. Madden, ]. C. Dennison, B.
P. Elliott, J. W. Lawrence, R. S.
Senseman, R. Lee, J. Gruss, R. B.
Riley.

1965 CONVENTION LIAISON

R. S. Senseman, S. H. Arthur, T.
R. Cromar, Jr., J. E. Moore, A. H.
MaclIntire.

CHAPTER EXPANSION

E. A. Delmar, Chairman, C. D.
Patton, J. J. Chapman, Jr., M. L.
Bagley, R. Melby, R. E. Blomberg,
W. Shewell.




A European visiting North America carries back many memories. The
plains and the mountains, the roads and the industry, even the hamburgers
and hot dogs all leave their marks. But what does he remember most?
You've guessed it, the telegraph and power poles—dead trees planted in
rows, phalanxes of creosoted sentinels, grotesque and ugly in every way,
marring every scene they confront. If Europeans can still place their
telegraph wires underground after the financial depletions of two major
wars, surely we, who despite our prosperity have more than our share of
the most consistently dreary cities on earth, can pay better than lip service
to the idea.

An American visiting Europe is usually charmed in spite of himself by
the lack of wires. If he isn’t, he should ask himself some questions. How
would the Are de Triomphe look framed by a couple of real “corkers”™? Or
what about Buckingham Palace with a nice row of dark beauties marching
down the Mall? They wouldn’t look so hot, would they? But on most of our
outstanding modern gardens and buildings the architectural photographer
has to angle them out of his pictures.

Why do we have to live with such blatant ugliness? 1 suppose it all
goes back to that pre-historic cause celebre of what the public will pay for.
We'll pay $500 extra for vulgar appendages on our cars but not for under-
ground wires, and the Europeans would apparently rather have their archi-
tecture unsullied than eat, God bless them.

What about the poles themselves? No amount of landscaping will
compensate for a black, creosoted power pole slashing the wide blue hori-
zon. If poles are found necessary, cedars only should be used. These
weather eventually to a silver grey, and although hardly ornamental, they
are inoffensive compared with most other species. They may even look
quite reasonable along a country road with a continuous background of
green woodland.

Individual poles are improved by painting or staining them a shade
of pale grey or light brown. Green is a poor color for this as green paint
invariably clashes with the greens of the landscape. Poles at the backs
of the gardens can be screened out by planting columnar trees. Most
utilities are now sensibly using the easements for the poles. If there are
already telegraph poles on your street, planting medium-sized wide-headed
trees underneath them reduces their severity.

Streetside power poles have all the rhythm and spatial impact of a
row of trees but unlike the trees, instead of being the finest structures of
the cities they are consistently their worst and ugliest. Yet, attempting to
improve a power pole is the most difficult design job in the universe. At
one point we even tried totem poles. But obviously decorating a telegraph
pole is never more than a halfway measure. The end result just doesn’t
measure up. And like Zuleika Dobson, Max Beerbohm’s heroine, we can
only give them the order of Chastity Second Class.

After lengthy heart-searching, we are forced to divulge that telegraph
poles must have been designed by en’gineers. Apparently if an architect
designs a building, it may fall down; if an engineer designs a building, it
should be pulled down. I have yet to see an architect-designed power
pole but surely it’s time we gave our utility engineers some education in
the humanities.

The above quotations are taken from GREEN DAYS IN GARDEN AND
LANDSCAPE, by Desmond Muirhead, Miramar Publishing Co., Los
Angeles, California. Ranging from the theory of modern landscape art to
practical planting advice, it is notable for its humor and modesty, rare
virtues in the current spate of landscape books.
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By Paul and Rose-Helene Spreiregen. The authors
of this article are a Washington architect, now writ-
ing the Urban Design series in the AIA Journal, and
his Parisien wife who stimulated the comments con-
tained herein.

SIDEWALK CAFES

“I have to live in a city of several million,” said
the Parisien intellectual, “in order to select my eight
or ten real friends.” Then he added, “And 1 need the
sidewalk cafes as a place to meet them.”

Obviously not everyone is so discriminating that he
needs a city of millions to choose a handful of friends,
and there are as many reasons for the popularity of
the sidewalk cafe in France as there are people who
use them. But it all adds up to one: the sidewalk cafe
is a necessary component of leisure in French life.
Every society has its own particular components, and
many share with France in the use of the sidewalk
cafe. Italy has a number of different kinds of bars,
indoor and outdoor restaurants—and the sidewalk
cafe. Germany has its “ratskellers” and beer gardens
(indoor and out)—and the sidewalk cafe. The side-
walk cafe is an institution in Turkey, Spain, Greece
and North Africa. It is just now making its popular
debut here in the United States.

4»“‘“:;
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Some nations are of a temperament that disdains
the sidewalk cafe (which the French call a terrace,
by the way). The English prefer the secure intimacy
of their indoor pubs to sitting outdoors on display.
No doubt this is largely due to the climate though,
in the summer, they use terraces for a drink or light
meal. The Swedes have a positive outburst of sidewalk
cafes in their short but beautiful summer. Sunshine
transforms them completely.

The attractions of the sidewalk cafe are so numer-
ous that they cross many national and cultural boun-
daries. Actually, the sidewalk cafe or restaurant is the
oldest form of public refreshment place. The earliest
restaurants were plain stands for selling food and
drink in the midst of city bustle. We have long en-
joyed them here in the form of the hotdog, ice cream,
and peanut stands.

Our own places of refreshment range from the cor-
ner saloon to the chic cocktal lounge, and they reflect
two of our national characteristics: we have minimal
skill in employing the outdoors for purposes other
than pure contact with nature and we have been just
a wee bit ashamed of leisure.

But that is fast changing and the adoption of the
sidewalk cafe is a keynote of the change. We are be-
coming more conscious of a problem which confronts
us: as our work hours decrease our leisure hours
increase—just how will we use these leisure hours?
The popular definition of leisure runs something like
“having fun,” “killing time,” or “just plain hanging
around”—in general, something other than work. But
a more mature definition of leisure is found, interest-
ingly enough, in one of the older circles of modern
architecture, the now defunct C.1.A.M.

C.ILAM. defined leisure as the cultivation of the
spirit and put leisure on as high a category as work as
a justification of the city.

Our present attitude towards leisure parallels our
present abilities to design sidewalk cafes. Our ability
to improve this skill hinges on a more mature attitude
toward leisure. The twenty-odd sidewalk cafes in and
around Washington are proof that we want them and
that they are profitable. But their current design quali-
ty leaves much to be desired. In general, they are too
precious in appearance and too finicky in detail. They
are too self-conscious. We can level the same criticism
against the design of most of the lobbies of the new
luxury apartment houses—also tokens of leisure.

The finicky details of our sidewalk cafes are their
too-delicate chairs, which are often uncomfortable,
their gimmicky awnings, which weather poorly, and
their cute little planting boxes, which would better be
omitted.

The basic principles of good restaurant design are
simple: they are founded on customer satisfaction.
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That means a place of intimate character, of relaxation,
of variety, and a feeling of authenticity in its atmos-
phere. Service planning must accommodate these re-
quirements. When design attention is diverted from
these considerations to “arty” little details, the guise
is thin indeed. In fact, for this reason the really best
restaurants are the ones designed by a sensitive and
skillful owner himself, with few exceptions.

One of the least understood principles of the side-
walk cafe—and the easiest to remedy—is table and
chair arrangement. Most of our sidewalk cafes are
set up as indoor restaurants without walls. Table and
chair arrangement on the sidewalk is something else.
They are theaters of the passing street scene and so
should face out on it. The most desirable Parisien ter-
races for sitting and seeing are the ones which have
all the chairs facing out onto the street—mot facing
each other around a table. This holds true for eating
as well as drinking. Incidentally, this facilitates serv-
ice and chair-shifting when sitting or standing up. It
also requires rectangular tables which are easier to
use than circular ones, both for customer and waiter.
Of course, eating outdoors calls for just a little more
privacy than drinking outdoors. This too, is easily ac-
complished—by having the tables for dining close to
the restaurant proper and the tables for drinking bor-
dering the street. One area serves diners, the other,
drinkers. Scheduling of restaurant operation could
include a shift in table-setting at mealtime to indicate
which tables are for eating and which for drinking,
but this is necessary only for large cafes. Otherwise, a
meal could be served at any table a customer chooses
by simply laying a paper tablecloth where the dining

customer sits.

The actual size of the sidewalk cafe is also mis-
understood. Probably no public facility operates at
so great a range of sizes as the sidewalk cafe. The
largest sidewalk cafe in the world is said to be
Floiran’s in the Piazza San Marco. The smallest that
we know of is a three-table arrangement on a side
street in Majorca so narrow and steep that it is step-
ped and passers-by almost have to walk sideways
around the tables.

We have been too conservative in allocating space
for the sidewalk cafe. The eight-foot pedestrian right-
of-way in the District is unnecessarily generous and
precludes the creation of better sidewalk cafes in
certain vital spots where they really add to the urban
scene, such as at Bassin’s.

But the most neglected aspect of sidewalk cafes is
their ability to operate all year round, during the cold-
est winter weather. This requires only three simple
design elements: a wind screen, a radiant heat device,
and a modest floor installation.

Some ski resorts have open air terraces on mountain

\“\f tops, warmed only by the sun’s radiant rays. The cold
— wind is blockéd by glass or plastic wind walls and so

If the sidewalk cafes of Washington were enclosed
by simple glass or plastic boxes, similar to greenhouses
in construction, heated by radiant gas or electric de-
vices, and raised on insulated wooden floors, they
could operate during the coldest weather. Paris is full
of such enclosed cafes, many of them as elegant as
the old glass and iron structures of the 19th century.

Finally, one can never overlook the quality of serv-
ice in sidewalk cafes and this, too, is a matter of
design. This quality must, of course, be based on
customer satisfaction, but it also includes the matter
of flair. Service planning should enable waiters to
serve customers as soon as they sit down and then give
them time to dawdle—not vice versa. The waiters
themselves can provide much of the flair by carrying
trays and opening bottles with one hand only.

The best place to observe principles is where they
have been developed. To all who are interested, we
suggest a trip to Europe, particularly Paris, to see the
results of years of experience. But, as we proceed on
man’s journey upward from the ape—pausing for a
while at a sidewalk cafe—let us be thankful for the
courage our restaurant operators have shown and let
us hope, too, that our meandering notes aid their
particular journey.



Cross Section * House of Representatives = Benjamin Latrobe

EARLY DRAWINGS
of the U S. CAPITOL

On March 4, the Octagon opened an exhibition of
drawings by Benjamin Latrobe and William Thornton,
dating from 1795 into the early 19th Century. The
draughtsmanship is outstanding, and many of the
sketches bear the architects’ own working notes.



The story of Rockville’s ambitious $10,000,000 Mid-
City redevelopment program, with some interesting

lessons on the strategy of successful planning.

RENEWAL IN ROCKVILLE

Once a days travel from Washington, five years
ago the gateway between suburbs and “up-county”,
Rockville is now surrounded by metropolitan sprawl.
While home building in the city proceeds at a rapid
rate, the mid-city business area is already in decline.
Efforts to reverse the trend have left untouched the
problems of decay, congestion, and circulation.

The problems are fourfold: a system of narrow and
too-close-together streets poorly related to the build-
ings they serve, a lot system determined by the streets
and long abandoned residential use, inadequate and
inconvenient parking, and obsolete and decaying
buildings.

Realizing that any real and lasting solution would
involve large financial investments, the city govern-
ment, with the encouragement of a citizens advisory
committee drawn from all parts of the community,
decided to attack the problem through the federal
urban renewal program.

In January 1962 the city received an Urban Renewal
Administration grant of $120,000 (a sum since risen
to $168,000) for preparing a preliminary plan for
renewal of forty-six acres of downtown land. One of
the first steps was consultation with the citizens ad-
visory council to formulate goals for the project. The
agreed objectives were: restoring the economic health
of the business area, providing facilities for Rock-
ville’s function as county seat, and establishing a
balance of uses forming a focal point for the entire
community. Subsequent work included an inventory
of all existing structures, a market analysis of economic
potential, a study of more than twenty proposed traffic
patterns, and other investigations including parking
facility estimates, test borings and utility layouts. An
“open door” policy at city hall kept the planning work
exposed to public sentiment. Consultations with exist-
ing business interests and potential developers guided
the work. A constant check was maintained between
the renewal plan and the city master plan, and zoning
ordinances were overhauled to meet new needs.

City of Rockville—Mayor, Frank A. Ecker; City Manager,
Walter A. Scheiber; Director of Planning, William Hussmann;
Director of Renewal, Peter Cheney.

The plan was introduced to the people of Rockville
at public meeting in November 1962 and then sub-
mitted to the Urban Renewal Administration for re-
view. URA approval is expected this month and the
plan will be submitted to the public for final comment
at a public hearing scheduled for March.

The plan attempts to combine the attractions of
the regional shopping center and the traditional busi-
ness district in a complex of stores, offices, public
facilities and high density residential units, taking
advantage of a central location, a large and growing
retail market, and a redesigned functional street pat-
tern.

Only the best of existing buildings will be saved, the
great majority razed. Major streets will be realigned,
and several minor streets eliminated. A city operated
authority will furnish adequate convenient parking, a
combination of lots and underground garages. A sys-
tem of malls and walkways will separate vehicular and
pedestrian circulation. Retail and office space is
planned both to rehouse existing enterprises and to
provide for future growth—a major department store
and possible federal office space. High rise apartment
units in the project will help add around the clock
activity to the area. Also planned are a regional
library, a convertible motion picture theater and a
variety of restaurants including facilities for late night
and outdoor eating.

The vehicle for these changes will be the city’s pur-
chase of all properties with substandard buildings, or
uses not in keeping with the plan—a total of over 35
acres. Prices will be based on at least two appraisals
from private firms hired and paid by the city. Areas
planned as building sites will be cleared and resold to
private interests to be redeveloped in accordance with
the plan.

Methods of selecting developers will vary from
parcel to parcel. Some sites may be awarded at
a fixed price, on the basis of architectural excellence
similar to the RLA pattern. In all cases the city will
retain some control over the land use and the archi-
tectural solution. Where possible, new facilities will
be built before existing businesses are demolished,
and the city will pay up to $25,000 relocation expenses.
Existing owners will also be given priority in the re-
development of their land.




MAJOR FEA¥URES PROPOSED
WITHIN PROJECT AREA

1. Reconstruction of Rockville
Pike-Veirs Mill Road intersec-
tion.

. High-rise apartments.

. County library.

. Mall access to underground
parking.

. Dffice building.

. Department store.

. Retail shops.

A SCALE MODEL of the Mid-City Project shows the suggested rede u]t)pment of downtown
Rockville, looking west. Suggested uses outside the project area include: (A) Rapid transit

station md (B) Apartments. Some of the existing structures are:

(C) IBM Building and (D)

Safeway Shopping Center. A brochure identifying all other uses and explaining the project

in detail is available at City Hall.

Faced with the complexities of developing a preli-
minary study into an actual construction program,
Rockville has determined to retain an urban design
consultant. His job will be to create urban order both
through his own design assignments and by coordina-
tion of developers’ work. He will be advisor, technical
consultant, and coordinating architect, and will design
all public parking facilities, all public rights of way
and street furniture, and possibly the library and pnh-
lic housing units. The city will choose the urban design
consultant through interviews with qualified firms.

@ [ ] @

Such ambitious plans are not unusual. What is un-
common is a city of 35,000 moving so surely and
decisively through the renewal process where far
richer more powerful communities have racked up
such spectacular failures. Though the first shovel of
dirt has yet to be turned, chances are excellent that
the actual construction will proceed as smoothly as
the planning process. Even before final federal ap-
proval of the plan, the city has passed a major test of
its determination, by advancing $250,000 of its own
money to buy a pdl’((‘l of land about to be developed
on tlu site t)f a propose xd ma]m‘ street intersection.

The most u)mmung reasons 101 Uptllﬂlbl'ﬂ are PO“—

tical. Rockville is an exceptional city. Situated in the
midst of rich farmland now giving way to expensive
suburban development and light prestige industry, it
has grown from 7,000 people in 1950, and envisions an
ultimate population of 65,000. Unlike most towns,
Rockville from the beginning has tried to plan dnd
shape its own growth.

The master plan for the city, adopted in 1959, pro-
vides not only a well doveluptd program of services,
parks and a successful cultural center within the pres-
ent city, but sets limits of the maximum boundary
expansion which may be ne eded to meet changes in
the neighboring countryside.

The voters of Rockville are a prosperous, sophisti-
cated, alert group, and the city goxernment reflects
their interests. The l)()llh(_ﬂl structure is simple and
coherent. The city is incorporated, governed by an
clected mayor and council, and administered by a
city manager whose staff includes a director of plan-
ning and a director of urban renew al. The city has its
own enabling legislation for both planning and execut-
ing renewal, and exclusive of the financial backing of
the URA, is responsible to no one but the voters. The
federal government will invest an estimated $2,000,000




in the venture and will in addition furnish financial
backing for the city’s purchase and resale of land.
Rockville will invest about $650,000 in cash, 1/3 of
the U. S. outlay. This money will be borrowed on the
open market, requiring no referendum or speciul vater
approved bond issues. Thus redevelopment activity
will be operating as a normal part of the city’s con-
tinuing ('apim] imprnvemvnts program.

The history of the Mid-City Project has been one
of direct action. The mayor and council, backed by a
consensus of the voters, decided a federal renewal pro-
gram was needed in Rockviile. Undertaking the pro-
gram they made its execution as sinlpfu and as in{egml
a part of their administration as the provisions of po-
lice and utility services. Opponents of the program can
express themselves at public hearing and take their
grievances out in only one place, the ballot box. There
is a myth abroad that politics should be kept out of
planning. The result is too often an eminently
respectable agency equally far removed from both
political fighting and political power. Rockville’s les-
son shows that planning not only needs the articulate
support of the community but functions best as an
integral part of a healthy and responsive political struc-
ture. No brilliance of plan will compensate for these
lacks, as the beleaguered staff of RLA can testify.

The factors producing efficiency in renewal will
not, however, guarantee the quality of the plan itself.
The urban designers will need a sure hand indeed to
carry out tlwir'1'0.'iponsihililit,'s. The city center will
succeed only through the designers’ ability to reconcile
the desires of mau'l_\' developers, and their talent in
creating a visual matrix strong enough to subdue what
differences cannot be reconciled. All the pitfalls of
redevelopment will be present: the tendency to des-
troy the urban street feeling in a vain search for subur-
ban niceties, the rawness of block after block of all new
construction, the inevitable attrition of the shoestring
businesses that can survive uni_y in chf‘ap structures
but add so much interest and vitality to the feel of a
town.

These problems facing Rockville are those besetting
any renewal plan. They can be solved only with
design talent, public understanding and forebearance,
and the desire to do a first class job. Speaking of this
desire, renewal director Cheney says “We consider
good urban design to be as important as economic
practicality”.

Hopefully an administration wise enough to have
understood and accepted the challenge of such a
thorough attack on the city’s troubles will have the
vision and patience to insist on a solution worthy of
their ambitions. —R.B.R.

A VIEW TO THE EAST shows the new street pattern and the following buildings which will
remain: (A) Woolworth Building; (B) First National Bank of Maryland; (C) Court House;
(D) Fire station; and (E) IBM Building. Proposed uses are: (1) Parking garage; (2)
Department store; (3) Retail shops; (4) Office building and (5) Theater.




DIRECTORY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Theodore Leba, Jr., C.E.
Structural Design & Civil Engineering
1710 Connecticut Ave, N.W.
Washingten 9. D. C.

Borings

AD 4-7177 5210 River Road

Rock Core Drilling -

Foundation Test Service, Inc.
nes J. Schnabel, President
Auger Borings
Soil Testing
Bethesda,
Phone: OL 2-8430

Granger & Oliver
Test Borings

10400 Montgomery Ave., Kensingten, Md.
946-3313

Maryland

Wayne C. Greathouse & Assoc.
Engineers Land Surveyors
2401 Blueridge Ave., Wheaton, Md.
933-1616
6038 28th Ave., Marlow Heights 28, Md.
735-1320

Sterling Maddox &

Associates

Surveyors &
Pla & ( ¢ Burveys
Aerlal Topographic Manps
4924 Hampden Lane, Bethesda, Md.
OL 4-8980

Planners

Thomas G. Oyster

And Associates, Inc.
Civil Engineers and Land Surveyors
2419 Reedle Drive

Wheaton, Md.
848-2011

SHEPHERD, WORTHINGTON
& PRESCOTT, INC.

Civil Engineers — Land Surveyors
Land Planners
8226 Fenton St. — Silver Spring, Md.
JUniper 5-8840

DIRECTORY

OF BUILDING EQUIPMENT & SERVICES

SUBURBAN T

35 Offices for

Loans of

or Your Convenience
Telephone: 588-5000
Prompi Service on Commercial

Resources Over $280 Million
Complete Banking and Trust Facilities
Member F.D.I.C.

RUST COMPANY

ny Amourt

FOLDING

r

=

westland

PRINTING

MAY WE DO YOUR PRINTING?

JUniper 8-4666

1643 Connecticut Ave., N. W.

flexicore

Telephone 232-2275

WINDOWS AND (

James A. Cassidy Company, Inc.
BUILDING PRODUCTS

TAIN WALL

PARTITIONS

AHLSTROM ELEVATOR ENTRANCES AND CABS
CUSTOM CONVECTOR ENCLOSURE

AND OTHER ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALTIES

Eighth and Lawrence, N. E.

Washington 17, D. C.
OUR 31st

Precast Concrete Floor and Roof Systems

Washington 9, D. C.

ARCADIA DOORS

BROWN SUN CONTROLS

LAwrence 9-5400

YEAR

A & E BLUEPRINTERS, INC.

2009 K ST. N.W. WASHINGTON, D. C.

Announcing Additional Facilities At

1111 BONIFANT ST. SILYER SPRING, MD.

FEATUR'NG Excellent Service At Modest Prices

No Minimum Charge * Free Delivery in Metro Area
Night — Weekend — Holiday Service

D. C. FE 8-6070 SIL. SPG. JU 8-7262

S

Washington Bldg.

by Cambnidse

— If 1t>s a matter of
MORTGAGE MONEY

EE
WEAVER BROS., INC.

Mortgage Bankers

Mortgage Loan Correspondent
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co

==
FrLY CO.,Ima.

FIRST
@ Realtors
@ Dlstrict 7-8300

Lmmituilte

Quasmy TILES

KELLS PRINTING & PUBLISHING

Complate Specification Service
@ Typing (IBM Executive)
® Duplicating & Offser

PHONE: 779-8454

United Clay Products Co.

- Headquarters for —
Georgetown Colonial Brick
Aluminum Windows and Doors
Bryant Heating Fquipment
931 Investment Building

Dl 7-0787

MT. YVERNON
CLAY PRODUCTS CO.
800 Hamlin Street, N.E.

Washington 17, D. C.
§32-8400

JAMES H. CARR, INC.

SBtructural Timber Specialists
Glulam Arches aml Bowstring Trusses
Prefabricated Trussed Rafters
2138 P Street. N. W. Washington, D. C.

ADams 4-7979

JACK T. IRWIN, INC.

“Dealers in Natural Stone™
Flagstone. Building Stone
Jacko Stone Products

1450 Rockville Pike Rockville, Md.
424-5444

BLADENSBURG BLUEPRINT SHOP

BLUE PRINTS . GIAZO PRINTE

PHOTO PRINTS - BUMPLIES
XEROX

4321 BALTIMORE AVE
BLADENBBURG. MO

UNion 4-7850




DIRECTORY OF BUILDING EQUIPMENT & SERVICES

BUILDING EQUIPMENT
& MATERIALS

John H. Hampshire Corp., Inc.
Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring,
Partitions, Roof Deck
4626 Annapolis Rd., Bladensburg, Md.

UN 4-0300

Metal Construction Services
Corporation
Ware Aluminum, Davidson Porcelain,
Mills Partitions
10000 Parkwood Drive—Bethesda 14, Md.
Bob Knopf, Mgr. 849-6555

Perry Steel Sales

Dietrich Bros. — Structural Steel
Macomber — Steel Jolsts

B05 King St., Silver Spring, Maryland
P.0. Box 973—Blalr Statlon—IU 9-7554

T. M. Woadall, Inec.

Plastering and Acoustical Coniractor
6480 Sligo MIIl Rd., Tekema Park 12, Md.
589-3811

CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Atlantic Perlite Co.
Lightweight Contrete Roof Decks
1919 Kenilworth Ave., N.E.

Wash. 27, D. C. SP 3-0200

Tecfab, Inc.

Precast Structural Insulating Panels and
Window Wall Systems
Plastic Mosale and Tile Facings

Beltsviile, Md. GR 4-8211

FURNISHINGS & EQUIPMENT

Klon O. Row, Inc.

Sanymetal and Weis Toilet Partitions
Flour City Ornamental Iron Co.
4380 MacArthur Bivd.,, N.W.,

Wash. 7, D. C. FE 3-4410

Milo Products Corp.

Milo Cabinet-Wall Closets and Fronts

Milo Bi-Feold Doors, Metaloc Warp-Prool

Sliding Doors, Accordion-Fold and

Wovynwood Doors

1010 Yermont Ave., N.W., Wash. 5, D. C.
ST 3-9047

Schatz Kitchen Equipment, Inc.
Washington's Oldest Manufacturers of Kit-
rhen Equipment for Restaurants and Schools
5011 Minnesota Ave.. N.E.

Wash. 27, D. C. SP 3.5500

The Shade Shop

Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding
Doors — Wood and Fabric., Daryl “‘Patio-
Magie” Sliding Glass Deors and Windows
2214-16 M St, N.W., Wash. 9, D. C.
FE 7-1200

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND BUILDERS

Altimont Bros., Inc.
4020 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda 14, Md.

OL 2-1700
E. A. Baker Co., Inc.
Builders and Contractors
6482 Slige MIII Read
Takema Park, Md, 585-2121

Briggs Construction Co., Inc.

Contraciors & Bullders
4909 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md.
OL 6-4545

C. M. Hale Co., Inc.

Specializing in Churches, (Commercial and

Public Work

3708 Perry Ave., Kensington, Md.
849.2414

N. S. Stavrou, Ine.
General Contractors
905 Sllver Spring Ave.

Silver Spring, Md. Ju 7-2802

Warthen Builders, Inc.

QGeneral Contractors
417 N. Frederick Ave. Galthersburg, Md,
948-5420

HARDWARE

Builders Hardware Corp.
Architectural Hardware Consultants
Builders', Finishing Hardware
48908 8t. Eime Ave., Bethesda, Md.
OL 6-6800

Fries, Beall & Sharp Co.

Architectural Hardware Consultants

Representative of Sargent & Co.

and Schlage

Shirley Hwy. and Edsell Rd.,
FL

Springfleld, Va. 4-3600

HEATING FUELS

Griffith-Consumers Co.

Distributors of All Types of Commercial

and Residentlal Fuels and Heating Equip.

1413 New York Ave., N.W., Wash. 5, D, C.
ME 8.4840

MASONRY AND MASONS

Macon

Distributor of: SPECTRA-GLAZE and

other Architectural Specialties

7720 Wi in A , Bethesda, Md.
OL 2-6624

A. Myron Cowell, Inc.

Quality Masonry Contractors
Brick-Glazed Tile, Cinder & Glass Block

Rubble Stone — Cul Stone Selling
538 Forest Glen Rd., Sliver Spring, Md.
JU 9-3340 JU 9-4580

Mcleod & Romborg Stone Co,,

Ine.
Cut Stone Contractors
46th & Webster. Bladensburg, Md.
WA 7-2462

National Brick & Supply Company

High Pressure Cured Block and Brick
Dox Plank Floor and Roof System
Terra Cotta, Wash 11, D. C. LA 9-4000

Washington Brick Co.

Div. Thes. Semerville Co.
Masonry Manufacturers & Distributors
6th and Decatur Sts., N.E.,

Wash. I, D. €. LA 9-7000

PAINT & GLASS

Cunningham Paint Company
Distributors: PVA Muraltone; Muralo
Masonry Finishes for All Interior and
Exterior Walls
2020 14th St.. N.W., Wash. 8, D. C.

€o. 5-2031

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.

Private Architects: Call Al Lamont
Government: Call Shelton Reynolds
832-7000

W. R. Winslow Co.

DHstributors for Benjamin Moore, Samuel

Cabot and National Gypsum

Winslow Products

922 New York Ave., N.W., Wash, |, D. C.
NA 8-8610

PLUMBING, HEATING
& ELECTRICAL

American Radiator and
Standard Sanitary Corp.

ifications for I and Heating
8641 Colesville Rd., Sllver Spring, Md.
587-1314

W. B. Maske Sheet Metal Works,
Ine.
Sheet Metal
Heating o
4505 Baltimoere Ave.,

Experts Since 1935
Air Conditioning @ Roofing

Bladenshurg, Md.
WA 7-3412

MNutone, Inc.
Bullt-Ins for the Home
Loeal Sales Representative:

Leslie A. Mell NA B-9655

REPRODUCTIONS & SUPPLIES

A. B. Camp

Reproduction Co.
White Prints & Drafting Supplies
— PROMPT SERVICE —
8605 Cameron St.

Silver Spring, Md. JU 8-8552

A & E Blueprinters, Inc.
Night—Week-end—Hollday Bervice
Washington—2009 K St., N.W. FE 8-68070
Silver Spring — 1ilf Bonifant St.
Ju 8-7282

Cooper-Trent
Your Authorized K & E Distributor
Complete Reproduction Bervices
4923 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md.
OL 6-8800

Leet-Melbrook, Inc.
Blueprints, Architectural Photos,
Drafting Supplies
850 Slige Ave., Silver Spring, Md.
JU 9-8444
Rockville — 206 Commerce Lane

762-2187
Geo. F. Muth Co., Inc.
Architects’, Engineers’, Drafting and
Artists’ Supplies, 3M-Adhesives

Office Equipment and House Paints
1332 New York Ave., N.W., Wash. 5, D.C.
ST 3-8323

Silver Spring Blueprinting Co., Inc.
White Prints—Drafting Supplies
Immediate Bervice

B425 Georpin Avenue, Silver Spring, Md.
587-8570

Tesco

Reproduction Specialists

Authorized Dietzgen Dealer

936 Bonifant St., Silver Spring, Md.
Open SBaturdays 9-1 JU 9-5570

SCREENS
May Hardware Company

Frame & Tension
6031 Kansas Ave., N.W. Wash., D. C.

TU 2-6200

SPECIAL SERVICES

Lachner Typing Service

12 Years Doing Specifications
May we quote on your next onef
Best References JE 4-6655

SWIMMING POOLS

Lewis Swimming Pool Construction
Co., Inc.

Swimming Pools

115 Mary St., Falls Church, Va. JE 2-7353

TILE
The Mosaic Tile Co. of Virginia

Tile Manufscturer
Wi

arehouse ai
607 S.Ball St., A:I.Fthl. Va.

4-5553 OT 4-5554

Standard Art, Marble & Tile Co.

Scagliola, Marble, Mosale, Terrazzo, Tile,
Ceramic, Slate

117 D St., N.W., Wash., D. C. NA 8-7413




Return Requested : . oy
POTOMAC VALLEY ARCHITECT 9 u. S.PP;)ISl;AGE
912 THAYER AYENUE ' SILVER SPRING. MD.
SILVER SPRING, MD. PERMIT NO. 274

Mr. J. Winfield Rankin
1735 New York Ave., N.W.
Washington 6, D. C.

sy

THE CUSHWA BRICK

AND

BUILDING SUPPLY CO.

Complete Line of Building Materials

Plaster Materials ®  Woallboard we are pleased to Oﬁer

Brick ® Cement
Cinder Block ® Mortar < . .
Windows ®  Sliding Glass Doors arChlteCtS technical assistance on

gas air conditioning and the many other

F E n n E n s applications of natural gas to residential,
commercial and industrial uses.

HOME HEATING

and AIR CONDITIONING Washington @ :
137 INGRAHAM STREET, N.E. g = of Gas Light Company

| TUckerman 2-1000 Washington, D. C.

STerling 3-5225 /&g 1100 H Street, N. W.




