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chathamUNIVERSITY
COLLEGE FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

Woodland Road

Boo-BJ7-r29o . .

. . Pittsburgh, PA rszjz

admissions@chatham.edu

f r Post-professional degree offered for students with a bachelor's

degree in landscape architecture or architecture; first professional

degree offered for students with a bachelor's degree rn any other

discipline

r Curriculum prepares graduates to become eligible for landscape

architecture registration exam

. Curriculum emphasizes environmental conservation, landscape

design, planning and management, and sustainable development

. Learn to balance the natural and built environment, and to ensure a

harmonious relationship between people and their urban, suburban,

and rural landscapes

. Cuniculum reflects the multi-disciplinary nature of the profession,

and prepares each student to collaborate with other design fields

including archrtecture, urban planning, and engineering

Chatham also offers a

www.chatham.edu/mla

t {AsrEF] oi INIl-HiilF Aijt,irITELl.fuitE
. For students with a bachelors degree in a field other than interior

design

. Prepares students to become interior designers who can transform

a conceptual design idea through problem solving and graphic

communication into a detailed solution that addresses human

behaviol aesthetics, building technologies, and the health, safety,

and welfare of the public

MIS rn INIEFI0B ARCIIITEIiIUFIE
o For students with an undergraduate degree in interior design or

archrtecture

r An online program that allows students to explore a specific

building type, user group, or design issue in depth and to develop

a special ization

o Graduates are prepared for a future in higher education, a doctoral

program, or a specialized career in interior design

www.chatham.edu/mia or wwwchatham.edu/msia
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N/ASTER of LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

N/ASTERS Programs in INTERI0R ARCHITECTURE
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HOMEFRONT
BY BECKY SPEVACK

Ted MOsby. You may not recognize the namc, bul I'm sure you'll recognize the archetype. I{e's an
architect in his rnid-thirties. IIe starled his career u.orking for a prominent architecture firm, in
the hopes that lrorking so closelv u-ith one so adrnired lvould irnpact his olvn n'ork and give him
the chance to lte part of the design team lol sonrething great. Ileing let go from that flrrm, he decided
to slrike out and start his olln practict out of his apartment, but forrnd this Io be more difficult than
anticipated, unable to derelop the tnuch needed t'lient base. After a period of struggle, hc accepts
a teaching position at a local, though notelvorlhv. rrnir.ersity, enthusiastic to share his love of the
subject to the next generation.

If Yrtu're still reading, bt'this point yon are potentiallv racking your brain: Do I know a Ted
Mosby? Is the name familiar? IIave r,r'e rnet? \\hll, not likely, trnless you're a fan of the sitcom I1oz2

I LIet ]'our,Vrtther, in vrhich he is one of the maitr characters. This characler, lvhile also trying to
lead an honest and self-examined life, is a lar cry frclm the portrayal of architects such as ,,Juror 

[J,,

in the 1957 film 12 .lngry }/rn. Just as the ua1.s in rr.hich the profession is perceived has changed
over the decades, so too has the profession. Perhaps mosl drastically over the last 10 years, ad-
vances in technology, shifts in the economy, and a redefining of the vr.orkplace has created a whole
neu-w-ork environmenl. Both of the nrain features in this issue acldress this change in their ow.n
ways' 'l'he first, 't Sustainable Ideal", takes a look at w-hether the trend towards greener building
has influenced a design aesthetit'. Our second I'eature, "lnto the Great Wide Open" addresses this
ever-changing rT'orld and horv the role of architect is evolving to stay relevant. Just as Ted Mosby

continued page 2

ln this lssue I ' A Sustainable ldeal: Local designers

discuss how sustainability affects aesthetics

Archltects position themselves for the future

Jurors page t4 | Breaking Ground page i6

page z I lnto The Great Wide Open

page 25 | Oesign Pittsbu rgh 2O 1 0

sEP/1 0

ON THE COVEB: Visitor Activity Center, Pocono Environmental Education Center. Architect: Bohlin Cywinski Jackson. Photo by Nic Lehoux.
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hnds himself in a position to evaluate and re-evaluate his career

and how he defines himself as'architect', so too dr-r many of you

practicing in the real rl'orld strrmble upon hrlrv shifts in the pro-

fession have impacted you.

AIA Pittsburgh and Columns hopes you continue to find the

lvords lvithin these pages resonant. Your thoughts and feedback

are always wekrome, and especially in this time, w-hett

there are morc (luestiorts than ilns\\'ers, rve nottld
love to hear aboul your experiellces as we navigate

through this neu, landscape. My inbox is alu'ays

open; I can be reached at bspevack@aiapgh.org. 0
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AVENUE APARIMENTS. BRADOOCK PA GENERAL CONTRACTOR

A FALBO.PENNf,OSE JOINT VENTURE BUILDING COMMUNITIES FOR LIFE

ROTHSCHILD DOYNO COLLABORATIVE lll l$Jffip,K mistickconstruction.com
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THE VIRTUE OF
SKEPTICISM
BY KEVIN WAGSTAFF, AIA

Most instittrtions demand unqualified /'aith; but the

institulion of science makes skepticisrn a virtue."

- ROBERT K. MER'[ON, _{MERIC,{.t[ SOCTOLOGIST

My old college dictionary del.rnes architectr.rre

as o'the sciente, alt, or prolession ol designing
and conslrncting lluildings, bridges, etc." It is

this marriage of disciplines that ntakes archi-
tectLlre so rich, and so diffictrlt. 'fhe

aesthetics of architectrrre has alrraJ's

gotlen the lion's share of lhe history,
press, and glor.r-. \\ liile lhe aesthelic

prioritl' largell' c'ontinues today, the
rapid rise of environmental concerns

is changing horr both the profession

and the public think about architecture.'f he rise
of environmental cotrcerns js realll a renelled
focus on the scientific aspects o[ the complex
chemistry that makes good architectur.e. Avant-
garde innol'ations in lbrm and surface made pos-

sible by computer aided design look increasinglv
sell'-indulgent and perhaps er.en irrelevant u.hen

considered through a frarneu.ork that git,es en-

vironmental perfbrmance equal consideration.

This elevation of the science in architectrrr.e is
challenging the profession to reconsider horr. lr.e

design good brrildings and holr. lle evtrluate the
merits of architectural ryorli.

While we afe nraking progress as a profes-
sion, I am often disappointed bl.architects and
journalists making shallolv or dubious claims
regarding the sustainable features ota building.
Too often imperatives of style are clearly in the
driver's seat and the performance aspects of the
building are just compensating for a questionable

decision drivetr by fashion. Prime examples are
any number of nelv "green" residential to$,ers
with floor to ceiling glass on all sides of the build-
ing. I believe ne need to take the responsibilities
of science more seriously. Science demands rigor
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- a systematic methodology hased on eviclence.

Science is not based on faith or dogma. Carl Sa-

gan captures the responsibility ofscience beauti-
ftrllf in his book, "The Demon-Flaunted \Vorld":

"I.f it is to be applied consistently, science im-
poses, in erchangefor its rnani.fbld gifts, a certain
onerous burden: II'e are enjoined, no ntalter hou
uncomJbrtable it rnight ba, to considar ourseh:es

and our cultural institutions scten-

ttficalLy - nol to accept uncriticnlly
u;hatetter u)e ore told; to surmount as

best **e can our hopes, conceits, and
uneramined beliefs; to Llieu ourselues

as u:e really are."

In short Carl Sagan is calling for
skepticism. not the false skepticism that serves

onll-' to defend a preconceir-ed ideological posi-

tion, but empirical skepticism that looks for evi-
dence before at:cepting claims. This is a skill tve

all possess. As N{r. Sagatr puts it:
"The tenets of skepticisrn dct not require an ad-

uanced clegree to master, as tnost successful used

car buyers dernonstrate. The whole idea of a dem-

ocratic appli.cation of skepticisnt is that euer.tone

should hace the essential tools to efJ'ectit ely and
constructirely euoluate claims to knorttledge. ,4ll
science asA;s is to empktl. the sctme leuels r$'skepti-
cism u.te use in buying'a used cur or in judging the
qualily ttf unalgesics or beerfrctm their teleuisioru

comnterciols."

It strikes me that scientilic skepticism is

rnuch needed in our collective pursuit of sus-

lainable design. The community of architecture
should w-elcome new ideas, but subject them to

rigorous scrutiny. We rvill most quickly advance
the quality of building performance, and its suc-
cessftrl s1'nthesis u,ith aesthetics, if vve adopt the
scientific approach - a delicate mix of openness

and skepticism, encouraging experirnentation
and vigorous debate. G


