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OUR LADY OF SACRED HEART HIGI{ SCHOOT
ANGETA ACTMW CENTER
Owner: Felicion Sislers

Archalecl: L.F Gilberti tuchilecls, lno.
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HOMEFRONT
BY BECKY SPEVACK

I am writing this while sitting on mv front porch on a sunn\ spring mornirrg. A ctrp of joe from our
neighborhood coffee shop helps pror.ide inspiration. Neighltrirs are out vvalking their dogs and the
sottnds of the season are in the air. Sure, the birds ale singing and the breeze rrrstles through the
fresh green leaves on sttrrotrnding trees. But it's tnore than that. I hear neighbors calling out greel-
ings to one another from across the street; lau'n r.norvers roar as they malch bar.li and ftlrth, back ancl
forth; and about a ltlock avt.a--y, I can hear the voluntet-'rs n,ho are planting flou'ers in our comnrunity
garden at the llortal of our neighborhood, spencling their precious l'eekend helping to beautif-v this
place r''r.e call hoIne. And this may all seem perfectll,' normal and batal to vou. lt is, after all, a com-
monplace description of life in a commtrnitl-, of w-hich there are so many within these citr, lirnits. But
for me, it still pttts a smile on my face, a lvelcome change from a childhood spent in an unplanned
suburb. Don't get me \yrong, I had a great childhotid, btrt the neighburhood I grevu up in (using lhe
term "neighborhood" loosely') consisted of three streets in the micldle of corn fields, lvith houses that
were brtilt there piece-meal over a period of 25 years. There \\,ere no sidew-alks, no street lights. No
main street ol bnsiness district. \1e had apizza shop less than a mile away, btrt s.ert:n't allor,r-ed to
walk there because the country roads vvere too narro\y ancl too heavily tralficked. \\'hile rve have
family friends going on 50 years from living there, there vr-asn't a 'community', and I grelr. up lvish-
ing I lived in a cit-v or tow.n.

As a child, I didn't knon' about main street programs orvr.hat a vvalkable conrnrunitv w.as, trl-
though I already knevv I $'allted to live in one. Since leaving the nest, I har.e only livecl in nretropoli-
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tan areas, and don't see that changing anytime in the near fitturt-'. I am excited to

share'city-[il'ing'll'ith my daughter, riding the bus to dow-ntolvn together, rT'alk-

ing to the butcher shop or playground, knowing ottr crossing gtrard bY name.

While she won't knou' playing hide-and-go-seek in a field of crtrn that's taller
thtrn you are, I think the trade-offs lve haye made are well worth it.

With each neu.issne of Colurnns, as I piece together the r:ontents, I like to step

back and try to determine if there are any themes lvithin it's pages. As each fea-

ture came into focus over the past feu'months, it became cltrickly apparent thal there \lrere a couple of

cornmon threads. The first is communitv - creating, respectirlg, invigorating community. Ottr main

feature, w-ritten b-v Virginia Shields, takes a Iook at some local cornmunity development corporations

and the projects they have and are tacli[ing in thc citv's neighborhoods. Each place brings with it a

different set of problems, ltut all of the CI)Cs are rvorking for the betlerment of one thing - the cotn-

munity. Another theme that ties into all of our features is rer.italization. W-e have tw-o of our member

architects moonlighting as writers - Rob Pfaffmann, AIA and Ken Doyno, AIA - who have taken the

time out of their busy lives to contribule their thoughts on the Civit'Arena's ftttrtre. This story has

been playing out in city hall and the local new-spapers, bttt these men approach the subject not only

looking at lvhat is best for the building, but what is best lbr the community involved (there's that first

theme again). Finally, 1i!-e are using just a few ol'these pages to celebrate AIA Pittsbrtrgh's executive

director, Anne Swager, Hon. AIA. She celebrated 20 years w'ith this organization in N{ay, and her

contributions are innumerable. The lvork she has done for the chapter, the profession, and the citv

make her an invaluable asset, and the chaptel u'orrld not be where it is today withottt her leadership.

She's helped this community of architects become citizen architects, guiding volunteerlvork so that

this group ofdesign experts have their voices heard. \4/e thank her for the years she's devoted, and

are looking fbnr.ard to what the futtrre holds. G
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ASSOCIATION
BY ANNE J. SWAGER, HON. AIA

It is ironic that rve are I'eaturing a story in Cctl-

umns this month about local community devel-

opment corporations. N{l- Iirst interaction w.ith

architects began rvhen I ran a local CDC in NIt.

Lebanon while sitting on the Board of the South

Side Local Development Company (SSLDC). The

irony goes even lirrther u,hen vou consider that
Caroline Boyce, Executil'e Director of AIA PA was

the executir,'e director of SSLDC rvhen I

was the executive director for Uptolr-n

NIt. Lebanon. We both ran "main street

programs" thal focused on improving
facades and signage in our business

districts to attract nelv businesses and

ne$, customers. For both of us, one
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gy to numerous causes and were verl lvilling to

share their thoughts on this issue.

I confess that it feels presumptuous to have

an article in Columns this month about my 20

vear career with the AIA. When the Board and

m1- staff approached rne tvith the idea of cel-

ebrating this milestone, I w-ns both deeply flat-
tered and somewhat mortilied. NIv father lvorked

for Procter and Gamble his entire ca-

reer. I{e retired lvhen he vr-as 62, just a
couple years short of the 40 year mile-
stone. While lhis may seem remalk-
able nowadays, it is rvhat everybody

did lvhen I was grow'ing up. From
that perspective, 20 years seems like

a mere drop in the bucket.

It is very flattering to think I have made

a difl'erence but the reality is that the AIA is a

"team sport." My stalT does the "hea\-y lifting"
and mv role is much more one of pushing, prrll-
ing, prodding, guiding, and educating. I am very
fortunate to ha'r'e rvorked r,r-ith so many of you

over the years. I dras. a great deal ofenergy and

enthusiasm from vonr creati'r'e spirit and your
desire to do things because "it is right." I have
learned an enormous amount lrom all of you

about design, the business of architecture, and

the importance of place-making in societv. Your
passion for what you do has led me to enter every
building looking up to see if the o'w.ner skintped
on the ceiling, and to think nothing of comment-
ing out loud about what I do and do not like about

the design of a spat:e even though I couldn't de-

sign my $,ay out of a paper bag.

The public holds the profession ofarchitec-
ture and architects in very high esteem. In ret-
rospect, guilt by association is a powerful aph-
rodisiac and keeps me coming to rnork everyday.
Riding on your coat tails has been a great ride
and to me the fun has onlv just begun. G
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part of our jobs \\-as managing design revievl'

committees vr.hich helped cletermine the arvard-

ing of grant money for facade impror.ements. It
became quickly apparent that those projects that
came in under an architect's seal were infiniteh,
better than the ones put together b1- a local sign

company or small general contractor.

Community activismlvas also a llig part of
the iob. Tw-enty-flrve years ago, I got many raised
eyebrows and even some sneers when I exlolled
the virtue of a neighborhood downtou.n over the

mall. "Walkable" did not have an-_v cache and
PennDOT, Port Authoritl', and a host of others

w'ere mostly focused on designing for the car
and not for the human. The AIA has becorne

rtttch more of an activist organization over the
years. But because \\,e are about the profession

and for the profession, our mission does not git,e

us a clear cut direction on ho.rv to corne don,n on

some of the biggest issues of the day. This month
rve have guest w-riters giving their perspectives

on the Civic Arena. Nh-thanks to Rob Pfaffmann,
AIA and Ken Doyno, AIA for being tireless advo-

cates for design and the built environment. They
both give inordinate amounts ol'time and ener-
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