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N/ASTER of LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

N/ASTERS Programs in INTERI0R ARCHITECTURE

. Post-professional degree offered for students with a bachelor's

degree in landscape architecture or architeclure; first professional

degree offered for students with a bachelor's degree in any other

d iscip line

. Curriculum prepares graduates to become eligible for landscape

architecture registration exam

. Curriculum emphasizes environmental conservation, landscape

design, planning and management, and sustainable development

r Learn to balance the natural and built environment, and to ensure a

harmonious relationship between people and their urban, suburban,

and rural landscapes

. Cuniculum reflects the multi-disciplinary nature of the profession,

and prepares each student to collaborate with other design fields

including architecture, urban planning, and engineering

Chatham also offers a

www.chatham.edu/mla

K]ASI Ei'] rri iNTEBiOR AfiCIiITE'TU'iE
. For students with a bachelor's degree in a field other than interior

design

. Prepares students to become interior designers who can transform

a conceptual design idea thr0ugh problem solving and graphic

communication into a detailed solution that addresses human

behaviot aesthetics, building technologies, and the health, safety,

and welfare of the public

|i'lS rn lNIEBi0F,\FCiliriCIiiRE
. For students with an undergraduate degree in interior design or

architecture

r An online program that allows students to explore a specific

building type, user group, or design issue in depth and to develop

a specialization

o Graduates are prepared for a future in higher education, a doctoral

program, or a specialized career in interior designJ
www.chatham.edu/mia or www.chatham.edu/msia
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HOMEFRONT
BY BECKY SPEVACK

Take a minute. Stop and think back to your school days, be they elementary, high school, or college.
Call to mind that one teacher or professor, the one that can still put a smile on your face, the one
that made you look forward to each class, the one that made you want to work harder and be better,
the one that believed in you. Carol Bush - that is the name of my favorite teacher. She had wild red
hair and icy blue eyes. Her favorite colors were orange and lime, which she wore often, and often
together. Her voice could carry out of her classroom and down a corridor if she so chose. She was
larger than life. I remember being frightened of the prospect of being in her class going into tenth
grade, but within weeks I was enamored - w'ith her teaching style, her sass, her ability to build up
your confidence as you take small steps in the right direction. She was the lirst person that seemed
to really believe that I could write, and write well. She encouraged me to find my voice and make
it heard.

As some of you may well know, I gave birth to my first child this past September - a baby girl,
Calliope. And every day since has been a new experience, each 24 hour period hlled with learning
and adapting. In just fltve short months, being a mother has taught me to to live in the moment, to
enjoy each smile and giggle. It's taught me to slow down. It's taught me that although she can,t talk,
she is more than adept at expressing herself and her needs. And it's taught me that I have a capacitv
to love that makes my chest swell and feel like my heart might explode out of my ribcage. I speak for
both my husband and myself when I say that our little muse has shifted our focus and forever changed
how we view the world. She is our teacher now, and as each day breaks, new lessons abound.

continued page 2
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We are fortunate to live in a city with some world-class schools. The universities in our

backyards are shaping our future. Our cover story is a look at Carnegie Mellon University's School of

Architecture, created from within its own walls. Three student writers highlight the strength of the

program and some of the resounding themes that are focused on throughout the five year education

- sustainability, groundbreaking technologies, learning to practice in real-world situations. As I

worked with both assistant professor Charles Rosenblum and School of Architecture head Stephen

Lee, AIA to bring this feature together, I was reminded of life as an undergraduate. You work so hard

to absorb everything you can, to best prepare you for what lies ahead, for your transition into the

workforce. But in an economy like ours, there is no guarantee of employment, no promise that you

will be able to graduate from your life as a student into one of a career-driven professional.

The second feature (found on page 25) tells the story of a group of resilient architects who have

recently found themselves unemployed in these tough times. The group has been brought together

by AIA Pittsburgh for bimonthly lunch meetings, but the members of this group have really taken it

upon themselves to create a positive environment to support one another, to educate and encourage

as they look forward and try to figure out what comes next.

All of the players within this issue, myself included, find themselves in transition. We are all

in a place where life is undefined and moving forward. Some of us have chosen this place and are

comfortable here. Some find themselves wondering "Why me?" and "What's next?"' All have a story

to tell, a voice to be heard, and today, you are our audience. G
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BENEFICIAL
INTERACTIONS

BY KEVIN WAGSTAFF, AIA

I am writing this in the airport on the way back
from a Carnegie Mellon design studio field trip
to Las Vegas. Dick Block, Associate Head of the
School of Drama, and I are co-teaching an inter-
disciplinary theater design studio including both
architecture and drama students. The studio is

the brainchild and beneflrciary of the-
ater consultant Leonard Auerbach,

an alumnus of both the CMU School

of Architecture and the School of
Drama. Mr. Auerbach's impressive
resume includes several Cirque de

Soleil theaters, and he generously

arranged behind-the-scenes tours of
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as a model for a more balanced and integrated
approach to the discipline ofarchitecture.

One of the things that attracted me to pitts-

burgh when I moved here 17 years ago was the
combination of a strong professional communi-
ty - including a great local AIA chapter - and a

world-class architecture school, both
located in a beautiful, urban city that
is indeed very livable. Both the pro-
fession and the academy are stronger
if we support each other and interact
on a regular basis.

CMU has a long tradition of in-
cluding Pittsburgh practitioners as

adjunct faculty and guest jurors. Likewise, many
CMU architecture alumni find an internship, a

career, and a home here. CMU architecture fac-
ulty are acting as consultants on projects in pitts-

burgh and around the globe, bringing pioneering
building performance expertise to professional
practice. For example, Professor Lam is consult-
ing, among many projects, on a web-based green
building code in China and Cancer Research
Center in Taipei.

I'd like to close with a plug for a new oppor-
tunity for both established and emerging prac-
titioners to benefit from the academy. Assistant
Professor Jeremy Ficca, AIA has been doing ex-
traordinary things in the creation and expansion
of the Digital Fabrication Lab and this summer
he is ready to share his very cool toys with pro-
fessionals. The Digital Fabrication Lab [dFAB]
will offer AlA-registered continuing education
courses on the topics of advanced digital work-
flows and digital fabrication. These immersive
courses will offer in-depth case study presenta-
tions as well as hands-on overviews of emerging
desi65n, communication, and fabrication tech-
niques. Be on the lookout for more course details
this spring. G

Cirque's technically superlative venues for both
"Love" and "Ka" followed by a spectacular show.
If all goes well with this experimental studio, it
will represent a great example of the beneficial
interaction of practice and education.

I had initially declined to teach again this
spring due to the time challenges involved in
teaching while practicing. Then last September,
Stephen Lee, AIA, the new Head ofthe School of
Architecture, offered to host our AIA pittsburgh

annual meeting at the school. After talking with
faculty and touring the Solar Decathlon House
and the extraordinary Digital Fabrication Lab, I
found myself really appreciating the way that be-
ing even a small part of CMU can recharge one,s
enthusiasm for architecture.

Through interactions with faculty, especially
Professors Khee Poh Lam, Vivian Loftness, FAIA,
and Volker Hartkopf, I have been challenged to
expand my idea ofwhatarchitects can and should
do. To be sure, the School ofArchitecture still re-
sides in the College of Fine Arts, but their appli-
cation of scientific research methods to building
performance and evidence-based, quantitative
tools to the design process is pointing the profes-
sion in a promising direction. Their work serves

I
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AIA Piltsburgh serves 1 2 Western

Pennsytvania counties as the tocat

component of the American lnstitute
of Architects and AIA Pennsylvania.

The objective ot AIA Pittsburgh is to
improve. for society. the quality of the

buitt environment by further raising
the standards of architeclural education.

training and practice' fostering design

excellence: and promotinq the vatue

of architecturaI seryices to the pubtic

AIA membership is open to att

registered archilects. architeclurat
interns. and a timited number of
professionats in supporting fietds.

AIA PITTSBURGH
945 Liberty Avenue. Loft #3

Pittsbu.gh. PA I 5222

TeLephone, 4l 2-471 -9548

Fax 412-471-9501

CHAPTER OFFICERS
Kevin Wagstatf. AlA. Presideni
Eric R. osth. AlA. I sl VP
Dutch MacDonald. AlA.2nd VP
Kenneth K. Lee. AlA. Secretary
Anne Chen. AIA Treasurer
Anne J. Swagel Hon. AlA.

Executive Direclor

COLUMNS STAFF

Becky Spevack. Editor
Joseph Ruesch. Designer
Tripp Ctarke. Advertising Sales

EDITORIAL BOARD
Donald G. Zeitman. AlA. Chair
Matthew Brind AmouI Assoc. AIA
Sue Brestow
Nick Doichev, AIA

Jenna Neat. AIA
Eric R. osth. AIA

Roxanne Sherbeck. AIA
Jutie wagner AIA

Renz Weinmann. AIA

C0LUMNS is pubtished four times
a year by and primarity lor. members
of AIA Pittsburgh. A Chapter of the
American lnstitule of Architects.
Preterence may be given to the
se(eclion of works. artictes. opinions.
lelters, etc. of members for pubtication.
However, in the interest of furthering
the goats of the Chapter. as stated

al the lop of the masthead and

in the membership directory C0LUMNS

wilt publish the names of and property

credit non-members. whether as
participants in the design of works
submitted by a member, or as designers
of their own work or as authors of

articles. opinions or letters.

opinions expressed by editors and

conlflbutors are not necessaril.y lhose
of AIA Pittsburgh. The ChaPter has

made every reasonabte ettort to
provide accurale and authoritative
information. but assumes no tiabitity
for the contenls

For information about AIA Pittsburqh.
AIA Middte PA and the Northwest PA

Chapter. catl l'888-308-9099.
0nline, M aiapgh.org
Emait, inio@aiapgh.org

GET AN EARLY START ON
YOUR AIA CES LUS
The AIA plays an active role in the continuing education of its members, striv-

ing to provide opportunities for AIA members to maximize their professional

skills through effective learning partnerships. Each member is required to

complete t8 hours of continuing education annually, with 8 of hours relating

to health, safet), and/or u,elfare (HSW) and 4 hours relating to sustainable

design.

BUILD PITTSBURGH 2O1O

Have you heard about IPD - lntegrated Project Delivery - but you're not quite

sure u'hat to make of it? Want to learn more? Then you lt'on't lvant to miss

the 9'r' annual Build Pittsburgh on Thursday, May 6th at the David L. Law-

rence Convention Center. This year's conference n'ill focus on IPD and trrst

- the key element to ensuring success of this delivery process. Stayed tuned

to www.aiapgh.org for more details!

AIA NATIONAL C0NVENTI0N 2010, Design for the New Decade

Looking for a chance to get away, enioy some sunshine, and take in great

educational programming? Join your fellow architects this June in Miami,

Florida for the AIA's National Convention and Design Exposition. The Con-

vention is being held June 10th - 12th and offers more than 400 programs -
workshops, seminars, tours, exhibits, and more! Acknowledging the current

economic- challenges, convention registration fees have not been increased

from 2009. Register before the Early Bird Discount deadline of March 29'h,

and save even more! And if you just can't make it to Miami, you can still ex-

perience many of the educational offerings by virtue of the Virtual Conven-

tion. All three keynote presentations and over 50 seminars u'ill be available

via simultaneous Webcasts, with opportunities to earn learning units from

your office chair. You can also check out the Design Exposition via the Vir-

tual Expo, which allows you to interact with almost 100 exhibitors. To learn

more, go to www.aiaconvention.com. G
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