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DEc/09 The Design Awards lssue, Design Pittsburgh 200g award winners 
I

The Architect as City Builder, A profite of Phitadelphia's Atan Greenberger, FAIA 
IDesign Pittsburgh event photos I Rta eittsuurgh, a chapterof theAmerican tnstitute of Architecrs
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N/ASTERS PROGBAN/S IN

LANDSGAPE AND INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

N/ASTER Of LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
. Post-professional degree offered for students with a

bachelors degree in landscape architecture or architecture;

first professional degree offered for students with a bachelors

degree in any other disciPline

. Cuniculum prepares graduates to become license-eligible

landscape architects

. Curriculum emphasizes environmental concerns and

sustainability

o Learn to design the built environment of neighborhoods,

towns, and cities while protecting and managing the natural

environment

o Participate in design projects within the community, at

Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater, and on Chatham's campus

and arboretum

chatham.edu/mla

TVASTER of INTEHI0R ARCHITECTUBE

o For students with a bachelors degree in a field other than

interior design

. Prepares students to become interior designers who can

transform a conceptual design idea through problem solving

and graphic communication into a detailed solution that

addresses human behavior, aesthetics, building technologies,

and the health, safety, and welfare of the public

N/S in INTERI0B ABCHITECTUBE
r For students with an undergraduate degree in interior design

or architecture

. An online program that allows students to explore a specific

building type, user group, or design issue in depth and to

develop a sPecialization

. Graduates are prepared for a future in higher education, a

doctoral program, or a specialized career in interior design

chatham.edu/mia or chatham.edu/msia

. . Pittsburgh , PA 15232

admissions@chatham.edu

chAthAMUNIVERSITY
COLLEGE FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

Woodland Road
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HOMEFRONT
BY ANNE J. SWAGER, HON. AIA

2009 has been the hardest year I have ever experienced for the profession of architecture. our
concern began to grow in December 2008, when we heard rumblings from AIA National about how
bad things were across the country. By this time the credit crunch had begun, which, as we all know,
is the kiss of death for projects. I put my pencil to paper and reworked all of the budget calculations.
I used a pretty simple and nonscientif,rc technique: I cut every revenue line item b.v 200/0. As alw.ays,
finding the savings on the expense side was much more difhcult. We cut production of this magazine
to four times a year, froze emplovee wages, and ran lean and mean on travel expenses by sharing
rooms and other expenses. In the early lvinter u.e started to see the unemployment numbers grow
and by late lvinter/early spring it felt catastrophic.

B--v that timeo u.e lvere alreadrrvell into planning, re-planning, and reinventing. Unfortunately,
mv revenue projections were coming true, so ll'e looked for nerv \l'a\.s to meet member needs lyhile
keeping costs down. In response to unprecedented times, the Board of Directors courageously agreed
to cease holding monthly membership meetings and move to a more committee intensive structure.
We started an unemployed architects group and, like all of our committees, opened it to any archi-
tect, intern architect, interior designer, or related professional - members and non-members alike.

The group meets ever.v* other Friday and hosts a variet.v of speakers, Often times, speakers talk
about subjects relating to unemployment - and just as often they don't. The discussions are always
spirited and members of the group have begun to share their expertise with each other about network-
ing, ll eb design, and nelv business formation. For us, this group brings the AIA nen, vital energy.

continued page 2

ln this lssue 
I Design Pittsburgh 2009 award winners page o 
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The Architect as city Builder: A profile of philadelphia,s Alan Greenberger,

FAIA page 25 | Design Pittsburgh photos page + | Breaking Ground page 16

ONTHECOVEH: South Side Courtyard House by studio d'ARC architects, PC., Photo: Massery photography, lnc.
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Out of necessity, rve trimmed Dcsign Pittsburgh from a series of

events to jtrst one evening. Through first vice-president Kevin Wag-

staff's leadership, rve secured Allison \{'illiams, FAIA as the jtrry

chair, and convinced the August Wilson Center to open their doors

and let us exhibit the design boards for several days befbre our big

evening. Our unemployed architects carne through like gangbusters

and helped rn'ith installation, registration, and the break-dolvrl of the

exhibit.
It nas tremendous to have qualifred and enthusiastic help, but

wit.h srrch a raclical change in programming, for several weehs leading up to the event we w-ere all

vely concelned about the tu rn-out. \Ye struggled lr,ith pricing; although the one ticket price w'as less

expensive than the total of combined events in previorts )ears, \Ye \Yere hoping that this choice lvas

not cost prohibitive to orlr guests. And although the RSVPs \\'ere maddeninglv slow- at first, if you

wcnt to the event, you know the ending to this story.

It rvas a huge success! We liad over 450 people. The venue worket'l perfectly. The exhibit lit ttp
Liberty Avt:nue. lou cotrld still part.v or conle into the auditorittm and hear

tl're an ards cererlony. Rebecca Flora 'rvas geuuinely ercited to receive our

Gold Medal and many of yotr attr:nded her reception to thank her for

her accomplishments.

I joked that evening that rnaybe all of you really thought the reces-

sicln rvas over and that is u'l.tv you turnecl out in such strength. I knovt

that's not true. I think instead that rT'e all canre together to celebrale

'r,r,'hat is good. The August Wilson Center is a great new addition to the

Cultural District. The projects on displa,v show the care you have lbr -vttur

lvork and the lvintrers shotr ed hou' transformatir.e rour u'ork catr be.

As vr.e rnove into another challenging year, I thank yotr for the opportunity to u'ork w'ith and for

yol as.ll,e all continue to reinvent ourselves antl rvhat we do in response to these unprecedented

times. fd

f

I
Ii,i
TLIl
tE6

,-fl

I

{d f,



OUR YEAR
IN REVIEW

BY CHIP DESMONE, AIA

Despite the historically chaltenging times faced
by 1-otrr -{IA this yeat', we succeeded in maxi-
mizing our progratnming capabilities and op-
portunities to positively. position our organiza-
tion fbr the future. \\-e impror-ecl outreach, and
w-ill continue to do so irr our relationships lvith

3 lcot-uuNs DEcoe vrEWpotNr

almost 250l0. l)espite today's economy, we main-
tained onr robust sponsorship ler.els of prer.ious
years thanks to the tireless elTorts of our rev-
enue comntittee. Attendance records were also
broken at orlr Gold \Iedal Receplion. Nearly
150 people came and supported Rebecca Flo-

ra's efforts in movitrg Pittsburgh to

the forefront of cities with multiple
LEED certified buildings promoting
a culture of sustainability. Other no-
table statistics for your AIA this year
include...

. 5,800 attendees frlr Amer.ica,s

Favorite Architecture exhibit at SPACE Gallerv

. 4,000 visits to pittsburghsfavoritearchitec-
ture.com in the month of Oclober

. 1,900 votes for the People's Choice Award

. 119 fans on AIA Pittsburgh's Facebook page

which generated 110 vieu,s in October

. Nfedia coverage in the Post-Gazette , pop City,
Pittsburgh Magazine and WQED

Lastly, vou should recognize that the presi-

dency of your chapter is merely a caretaker's job,
for which I have been deeply honored to serve.
The incredible effort required to make this orga-
nization so strong happens from the dedication
of our brilliant staff, Beckv Spevack, Rachael
Kelley, and Elizabeth Shirey. Most importantly,
the march of our continued success comes from
the determined efforts of our Executir-e Ilirector
of 20 years (!), Anne Swager, Hon. AIA, without
whom our organization would only perform a

fraction of u.hat it accomplishes today.

Thank you! Gl

lhe puhlic sector. students at local 
;

universities. and adrocacv lr ith our '
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elected officials.

Excellent programming for the
annual Build Pittsburgh convention
helped us to nraintain our atten-
dance of over 200 participants. The
keynol-e speaker James L'ramer gave

excellent recommendations for sta.ving strong
during changing times. Thanks to the el'forts of
our staff, we \l.ere able to provide complimen-
tary attendance to our temporarily unemplo-_ved

members.

Advocacy for our profession and its chal-
lenges were repl'esented at our annual National
Grassroots Convention in Washington, I).C. as
rvell as our statelr.ide convention in Harrisburg
for Architect's Day. This extended to the local
level dtrring testimony at city council hearings,
and will continue at our upconring legislative
breakfast briefing with locally elected ofhcials.

Design Pittsburgh rvas organized this year
by Kevin Wagstaff, AIA, our incoming president,

who did a spectacular job. The awards jtrrv rvas
chaired by Allison Williams, FAIA - the archi-
tect for the August Wilson Center, rn,here the
event w'as held. The 89 entries showed the depth
in exceptional quality of design coming from
our members rvho received 17 aw,ards for their
achievements. The event saw staggering atten-
dance, reaching over 450 people, an increase of

I
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AIA Pittsburgh seiles 1 2 Weslern
Pennsylvania counlies as the locat

component of the American lnslitute
ol Architects and AIA Pennsylvania.

The obiective of AIA Pittsburgh is to

improve. for society. lhe quatity of the

buill environment by further raising
lhe slandards of architecturat educalion.
training and practice, fostering design
excetlencer and promoting the vatue

of architectural seruices to the public

AIA membership is open to alt
regislered a.chilecls architeclural
inlerns and a timiled number of

professionats an supporting fietds.

AIA PITTSBURGH
945 Liberty Avenue. Loft #3

Pittsburgh. PA 1 5222

Telephone, 41 2-471 -9548

Fax, 4l 2-471 -9501

CHAPTER OFFICERS
Chip Desmone AlA. President
Kevin Wagstatf, AlA. I st VP
Eric R. Osth. AlA.2nd VP
Kenneth K. Lee. AlA. Secretary
Eric R. osth. AlA. Treasurer
AnneJ Swager Hon AlA.

DtrSIGN PITTSBURGH 2OO9
Design Pittsburgh creates opportunities for architecture, design, and

community to converge, and nowhere was this more true than at this

year's celebration! The evening of October 92nd encapsulated three cel-

ebrations - the Gold Medal Reception, the Gala, and the Design Awards

ceremony - all held at the recently completed August wilson center

for African American Culture. The evening began with an intimate re-

ception to honor Gold Medal recipient Rebecca Flora, followed by Gala

festivities, time to view this year's 89 design entries, and ended with

Iead juror and architect of the center, Allison williams, FAIA, providing

jury commentary as each award was presented t0 an audience of more

than 400. G

David Roth, AIA provides the music Reviewing the prolects

Execulive 0irector

COLUMNS STAFF

Becky Spevack, Editor
Joseph Ruesch. Designer
Tripp Ctarke. Advertising Sates

EDITORIAL EOARD
Donatd G. Zeitman. AlA. Chair
Matthew Brind'AmouI Assoc. AIA

Sue Breslow
Nick Doichev. AIA

Jenna Neat. AIA

Eric R. Osth. AIA
Roxanne Sherbeck. AIA
Jutie Wagner AIA

Renz Weinmann. AIA

COLUMNS is published four times

a year by. and primarily for members
ol AIA Pittsburgh. A Chapter of the

American lnstitule ol Architecls
Preierence may be given to the

setection of works. articles. opinions.
letters. etc. of members for pubtication.

However, in the interest of furthering
the goats of the Chaplet as stated

monthly at the top of the masthead and

in the membership directory C0LUMNS

witt pubtish the names of and properly

credit non-members. whether as

participants in the design of works
submilled by a membet or as desrgners
of lherr own work. or as authors of

artictes, opinions or telters.

0pinions expressed by editors and

conlributors are not necessarily those

of AIA Pittsburgh. The ChaPter has

made every reasonabte efforl lo
provide accurate and authoritative
information. bul assumes no tiability
for the contents.

For information about AIA Pittsburgh
AIA Middte PA and lhe Northwest PA

Chapter. ca(t 1 -888-308-9099

Ontine, www.aiapgh org

Email, info@aiapqh org
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