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N/ASTERS PROGRAN/S IN
INTERIOR AN D LANDSCAPE ARGHITEGTUBE

I NTERIOB ARCHITECTURE PBOGBAIMS

. MASTER 0F INTEBI0R ARCHITECTURE for students with a

bachelors degree in a discipline other than interior design

or architecture

. MASTEB 0F SCIENCE lN INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE for

students with an accredited degree in interior design

or architecture

. Preparation for practice as an interior designer higher

education, or a doctoral program

. Program emphasis on social responsibllity and a holistic

desrgn process in which interior design is integrated with the

sunounding architecture, and the creation of interior spaces

. Curriculum structured around studio course sequence which

culminates with a graduate lutorial that stresses evidence-

based design

chatham.edu/mia or chatham.edu/msia

IVASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUBE

o Post-professional degree offered for students with a

bachelor's degree in landscape architecture or architecture;

first professional degree offered for students with a bachelors

degree in any other discipline

. Curriculum prepares graduates to become license-eligible

landscape architects

. Curriculum emphasizes environmental concerns and

sustainability

r Learn to design the built environment of neighborhoods,

towns, and cities while protecting and managing the natural

environment

. Participate in design projects within the community, at

Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwatet and on Chatham's campus

and arboretum

chatham.edu/mla
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BY BECKY SPEVACK

I was given a wonderful gift earlier this spring. Tu'o gifts, realtr. Both are on<.e-in-a-liferime
experiences - experiences shared lvith farnily, Ihat have expanded knowledge, increased emotional
capacity, and altered rvho I am as a person. The lirst gift n as cliscor-eriug that rtrv husband and I art:
expecting ottr first child. Something vve had talked abotrt often, in a claydr.earn-like fashion, is nolr,,
a reality. And u-hile our heads feel like thel'could spin off of orrr shotrlders if rrye're not carefll, the
joy and excitetnenl is overu'helming in lhe besl rva.v possible. I knou'that many of otrr readers are
parents as w'ell, so I realize that this is something man.y have alreadv erperienced; but as a Iirst-
timer, it corttinues to amaze ancl astound me. Pregnancy has changecl my perception of the w-orld
around me. Sudden ly spring, lr-ith its viblant greens and life fighting through soil, talies on new and
deeper mealting. Each step I take, each action, is norr taken u-ith sonteone neu', this little person that
I carry ever!u.here.

Which leads to my second gift...

After months of planning, nt1'N{rrm and I fle'r,r- to Ireland in March. She had been hoping to visit this
land of her ancestors for years, and asked me to accompany her. I lr'as honored. The tw-o of us have
a history of ttavel together, taking trips trp and dolvn the east coast since I w-as in middle school. We
made a good team then - she drove, I uar,igated - and w.e found that lr.e still travel well together..
We spent eiglit da1's in Ireland, taking a lour around the u.hole of the country, and w-ords cannot
adeqrtately describe horv breathtaking this place n'as. (Althotrgh it rron't stop me frorn trying.)
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I have only been to Enrope once before, but both tinres I have

been amazed. First Italy, and now- Ireland, I fbund ttoth places to be

magnificent. American histor-v is not that old; our infrastrttcture ancl

built environment, while <lften found to be crttmbling dow-n around tts,

is still in its infancv compared to the cities and to$-ns throughoutmost

other parts of the world. As we drove through Ireland, Ihe stone ruins all
hold stories centuries old.'l'he fortresses sprinkle the hillsides, breaking

up the vast spans of'green. It's almost hard to imagine that people once

lived there thousands of vears ago. Thcse places, that once served as

shelter and protection, were standing before me. A lristory I had only rcad about in books was

suddenly unfolding in front of me. Organic in it's developr-nent, new'has been incorporated into

old, allovl,ing me to visualize lile in the 12'r'century, peasants building stone lvalls by hand. \'\ie

climbed the road to the Rock of Cashel and walked among the remaining struclures, l'eeling the

bitter rvind vrhip through the cathedral and castle remains. As u'e strolled through the graveyard

at 6th century Clonmacnoise, finding tombs dating back hundreds of years, I couldn't help but

think of futllre generations, of m1'ornl'n children someda-v trekking the globe in search of their ovun

experientres. The craftsmanship that remained after centuries of being exposed to the elements

rvas still present enough to be jalv-dropping. Er-er-v ('orner ol'the cotrntry rve visitcd revealed mtlre

surprises, treasure, and beauty.

I can only imagine vr.hat other parts of the lr.orld hold in store, especially those plat:es whcre

the culture, religion, and philosophy are more varied from our olvn. Similarly, I can't qtrite grasp

holv difficult it must be to come lrom another culture and country o['origin to re]otlate in the United

States. let that is exactly what the four subjects of ortr main leature have done. Arriving from three

different continents, each person has a unique story to tell ofrelocation as an adult, and the long road

that they had to travel to be able to ply their trade as architects in this cotlntr.v. l\ly briet'sojortrns

in Europe have given me an appreciation as an outsider, but have also opened my eyes to the fact

that opportunities can exist elsenhele, far beyond one's comfort zone. And as I t1 pe this, lvith rn1-

belly already burnping the edge of my clesk, I am beginning to understand that on a whole new'and

personal level, E

ABOVE: Rock of Cashel
RIGHT: Clonrnacnoise



RESILIENCY AN
REINVENTION

BY ANNE J. SWAGER. HON. AIA

I recently ran into a friend at the grocerr. store.

As w,e chalted, sht: mentioned hiring an archi-
tect lor a consult. I had mct this tvoman a[ a mu-
tual fi'iend's house, a muttral friend who is an ar'-

chitcct. Sensing a pclssible freelance jolt for our
friend, I threw- out his ltarne. Shc looked at me
quizzicallv and then suggested her job \\.as \\-a\.

too srnall frrr him.
She hadrr't hearrl the ne\\'s - our flriend \\,as re-

cent13' laid ofT. She looked at me in shock, sa1-ing,

"Wht:never I hear about layolTs and u nemployment

during rough econornic tirtres, I allr-ays

thinl< about mill workers. I didn't think
this conld happen to a u-ell-educated,

hard vr.orking archil.ect."

I left this conversation leeling en-

vious. I'd like to think thal layoffs only
happen to people I don't knolr,. I lvould
like to feel safe and secure and somehr)ll un-
touched by the economic chaos of recent times,
but I can't.

When the econom;, is tough, the AIA is
more relevant than ever before. The need for
jobs, leads, and an edge on the market becomes
more pressing. To assist in this, u.e have started
a group for unemployed architects in the area.
W'e invite anyone, intern or registered, member
or nonmember, to get together every other Fri-
day tcl share thoughts and ideas on lvhat jobs are
out there and hor,r, Io survive diffic.ult times. We
bring in speakers at the group's request on a r,a-

riety of subjects like boning up \.our resunre and
how lo write killer cover letters.

There har.e been a nnmber of surprises for
me in this endeavor, and a number of conljrma-
tions. First and foremost, there are /o/s of talent-
ed, hardrn orking architects w.ithout jobs. Anoth-
er surprise is the relative age shift in those that
have been laid off. lt is a mix of interns and sea-

3 | corurar'rs JUNog vrEWPorNT

soned project managers. Everyone is busy hon-
ing their skills, from seeking LEIID certilication
to learning REVIT. Finding a job is no longer a

matter of walking your resume from office to

office. \\,-eb-based social net$-orking is the nelr,
model and our gr'oup has embraced these new
approaches. One architect even started partici-
pating in a rninute-by-minute online consulting
service (for a fee ofcourse). Everyone is now on

Linkedln and by the time you read this w-e vvill
have our ow.n Lin kedln group to create a centra I

spot to Itost resumes and portfolios.
This group confirrns for me lhe

resiliencv of tlte hunran spirit. lt isn't
easy to have the dehnition ofvvhatyou
are takcn atr-at and then go on [o rein
vent vorrrself. Some are facing tough-
cr econ<lmic challenges than others,

but everyone is facing dinrinished income. Some

feel resigned, some are angry. Those w-ho had the
beneht of a more humane process, w.ith a sever-
ancer package, are fairing the best. All of them
have shared their experiences, good and bad, of
how they were laid off. I irnagine hiring practic-
es and negotiations rvill be impacted n'hen the
market picks back up.

Flconomic circumstances for AIA pittsburgh

are diminished as well, yet the Chapter is com-
mitted to all architects lvhether emploved, par-
tiallv emplr)yed, or laid off. Helping all of you
keep your skills sharp and your spirits positive
is inrportant. lVe can't sit bv passively and hope
to retain the many talented, hard worhing ar-
chitects lr.e have in our region. Please think of
us when you hear of job leads or opportunities
that might be interesting to an architect. If ,1 ou
pass this information on to me, I will make sure
our unemployed group gcts the information as

u'ell. El
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AIA Pittsburgh serves l2 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the locaI

component of the American lnstitute
of Architects and AIA Pennsylvania.

The objective ol AIA Piltsburgh is to

improve. for society. the quatity of the
built environment by further raising
the slandards of architecturaI education
training and praclice, fostering design

excettencer and promoting the value
of architecturat services to the pubtic.

AIA membership is open to atl

registered architects. architecturaI
interns. and a timited number of
professionats in supporting Fietds.

AIA PITTSBURGH
945 Liberty Avenue. Loft 1i3

Prttsburgh. PA 1 5222

Tetephone, 41 2-471 -9548

Fax, 4l 2-471 -9501

CHAPTER OFFICERS
Chip Desmone. AlA. President
Kevin Wagstaff. AlA. 1 sl VP
Eric R.Osth. AIA 2nd VP
Kenneth K. Lee. AlA. Secretary
Eric R. 0sth. AlA. Treasurer
Anne J. Swager. Hon. AlA.

Executive Director

COLUMNS STAFF

Becky Spevack. Editor
Joseph Ruesch. Designer

EDITORIAL BOARD
DonaLd G. Zeitman. AlA. Chair
Matthew Brind Amour. Assoc. AIA
Sue Brestow
lennE Neat. AIA

Eric R.osth. AIA

Roxanne Sherbeck, AIA

JuLie Wagner. AIA

Renz Weinmann. AIA

C0LUMNS is pubtished srx times
a year by. and primarity fot members
of AIA Pittsburgh. A Chapler of the
American lnstitute o{ Architects
Preference may be qiven to the
setection of works, artictes. opinions.
Letters. etc of members for pub[ication.
However in the interest ol fudhering
the goals of the Chapler as stated

monthly at the top of the masthead and

in the membership directory C0LUMNS

will publish the names of and properly

credit non-members. whether as

participants in the design of works
submitted by a membet or as designers
of their own work. or as authors of

articles. oprnions or letlers

0pinions expressed by editors and

contTibutors are not necessarity those

of AIA Pittsburgh. The Chapter has

made every reasonabLe effort to
provide accurate and authoritative
informalion. but assumes no tiabitity
for ihe contenls

For information about AIA Pittsburgh.
AIA Middte PA and the Northwest PA

Chapter, catL I -888-308-9099.

0ntine, www aiapgh.org
Emait, info@aiapgh.org

IN MEMORIAM: JACK ROSS, AIA
Jack Ross, age 78, a resident of Pine Torvtrship since

1984, frrrrnerly of Ross'l'ownship, died April 22,2009.

at his home. Jack u-as born ou Selltember' 5, 1950.

G,row-ing up in l\It. Lebanon, lte w-as the sotr of the late

l)onald R. and Illizabeth Stiteler Ross. Sr. .\ gradttate

of Graceland Jrrnior Oollege in Lamclni, Itlwa, he re-

ceived his master's degree in architecture Ii'om lo\l.a

State Universitv in Arncs, Iou'a.

Jack began practicing architecture as a sole proprietorship on N{arch 15,

1964. Eight years later, he rvas joined b-v John F. Schonder to form Ross and

Associates. In 1975, the firm became Ross and Schonder Architects. In 1988,

the firm \\-as incorporated as Ross Schonder Sterzinger Cupcheck PC. He re-

tired in 1995. tle \yas a rnember of the American Irrstitute of Architects and

in 1975 he serr-ed as president of the Pittsbtrrgh Chapter. Some of Jack's no-

table projects include Northland Public Library, The Societv of Automotive

Engineers, Aer<ltech lnc, and the \\:estern Penns-vlvania Order ol Eastern

Star Horne. Jach was also responsible for the desigrl of nttmerous religious

facilities throughout Pcnnsl'lvania, Ohio. and \{ichigan.
Jack w-as a longtirne memller of 'fhe Cornmunity of Christ in Gibsonia

and also fellolvshipped rvith Memorial Park Presbl-terian Church. He uas

a memlter of Rotary lnternational since the earl-v 1970's and past president

of the North Boros Rotary Club. Jack served many -YeaIS on the North Hills

Y\ICA Board of Directors antl rvas inr-olved in the design and construction

of the North Hills and South IIills YMCAs along with several brrildings at

Camp Kon-O-K$ ee and Deer Yallel'. He $-as also a member of the \orthern
Allegheny Chamber ol'Commerce Board of Directtlrs and a recipient of the

Chamber's Arcadia Alr-ard.

He vuas an avid sailor and often took friends on his 505 sailboat at Mo-

raine State Park. He also enjoved freehand sketching and sculpting in clal'.

IIe greatly admired the rvorks of Frank Lloyd \\rright.

Jack is survived by his rT'i{'e of nearl--v 55 vears, Bonnie l,trray Carmichael

Ross, aud his three children.
If vol woulti like to remember Jack, coltribtrtions mav be made for a

book in his memor-v to the \orthland Public Librarl-fottnclation, 500 Cum-

lrerland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15257. A
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