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lVlasonry Questions?
p

ln the office

or on the jobsite,

get the technical information you need

from one expert source.

For onswers to your masonry questions, call us!

UNION MSONRY CUruORKERS
CONTUCTORS & CONSULTANTS

lnternational Masonry lnstitute
300 Northpointe Circle
Seven Fields, PA16046

(724) 776-1930 or 1-800-lMl-0988
www.imiweb.org
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BY BECKY SPEVACK

A lot has been written about change, and a lot has been said. Bob Dylan and David Bowie come
to mind, as do John Steinbeck and Thomas Paine. But we each have our own personal experiences
with the topic too. Some of the major life changes that have occurred in the three years I have been in
Pittsburgh include purchasing my hrst car (and it was new!). Welcoming the first addition into my
family, my dog, a lab-mix named Sasha. Becoming a homeowner. As an artist, was part of my first
group show in the city. And these are just a few of the standout examples, while so many others exist
in the background and on the perimeter, so many small steps towards growth.

Each new year brings with it thoughts of new beginnings. This year especially change is in
the air. The race for the White House began early and strong, and already so much has happened.
What started as a packed ballot has been stripped down in just a few short weeks. Over the next ten
months, America will be tuning in to more debates and speeches, listening and learning about new
avenues to follow and new directions planned, in hopes ofchoosing the strongest candidate to lead
our country. Change is exciting, but the unknown can also be a time of apprehension.

As we as a country go through this turbulent and uncertain period, we as a city are going through
our own transformation. With Pittsburgh's population in decline, it is perhaps lesser known that it is
also made up of an increasingly mature demographic, with an elderly population that is over 50/o higher
than the national average. This is something that is going to continue to have a lasting affect on the city.
How this city responds and evolves over the next five, ten, even twenty years will redefine Pittsburgh.
Will our city grow? Will it attract new businesses and professionals? Will it continue to be a great
place for venture capitalists and tech start-ups? As someone with a vested interest, I certainly hope so.

continued page 2
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But what will help it thrive? The constantly changing face of how the

world is run, how business is handled, is going to have an impact,

and we can only hope Pittsburgh adapts.

A similar scenario can be witnessed within the world of
architecture. The way architecture is practiced is changing and

evolving. Technology is constantly altering the possibilities and with
each new change firms need to take a hard look at their practice to

decide how to move forward. Just two years ago AIA Pittsburgh's own Dick
Rittelmann, FAIA wrote a feature on the future of architecture (Columns April 2006). Looking to

that for inspiration, we have taken a new view on the topic, talking with young professionals about

the changes they have already witnessed, and what they hope to encounter over the years. One point

that resounds is that the profession is losing many recent graduates to a number of related fields,

and our new chapter president, Paula Maynes, AIA, speaks to that in her column, "Viewpoint" on

page three.

One thing that unites our country, our city, and the architecture profession right now, besides

change, is hope. The two can often be intertwined, and these situations prove no different. As we

move forward and try to affect change, to do so without hope would seem foolish and defeatist.

In grade school, I was required to memorize and analyze Emily Dickinson's poem'oHope Is the

Thing With Feathers" and I can recall it to this day. I often find myself repeating the short lines in
my head when calm and inspiration are needed, and find the imagery it conjures - hope as a bird,

free to fly, soaring to increasing heights - help to steer me through moments when a little guidance

is needed most. \[e need to each find the litt]e thing that can help us through as our work and living
environments are drastically altered, so that we may maintain the hope and drive needed to push

the work we do, the place we work, the city we live in to function at its (and our) peak in these ever-

changing landscapes. B

"Hope" is the thing withfeathers -
That perches in the soul -
And sings the tune without the words -
And neuer stops - at all -
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so m.any u)arm -
I'ue heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet, neDer, in Ettremity,
It asked a crumb - oJ Me.

-Emily Dickinson

)t



A GROWING
CHALLENGE
BY PAULA R. MAYNES, AIA

We can each point to moments in our lives when
we grew a little more, when we realized we are
bigger, braver, or wiser than we had thought. My
abbreviated list includes some classic life-alter-
ing events:
. Overcoming a fear by learning to float at age 7.

. Collecting my first paycheck aI age 17.

. The excitement and trepidation of a recent

"Hey, look what I can do!" I can easily declare
that the daily problem solving challenges of an
architectural practice offer a constant, stimu-
lating, and varied set of opportunities to learn
and grow.

During college, a mentor surprised me with
the suggestion that I could deflne for myself
what it means to be an architect. Would it be
artist, designer, technician, businesswoman,
marketer, historian, sociologist, mind reader,
place-maker, advocate...? To me, architecture
is a team sport, which requires talent, enthusi-
asm, and leadership. My team is comprised of
many individuals beginning w,ith my staff and
partner, a consultant team, the extended project
team including the catalyst - the client - and
members of the community. Architecture truly
is a most public art.

Recently I've heard grumblings that the pro-
fession of architecture is at a crossroads. New
technologies demand that established profes-
sionals continue to incorporate new modes of
production and communication into their prac-
tices. Yet, it is technological advances that have
allowed the profession to press the envelope of
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creative expresslon through the ages. Young
graduates are both shrinking in number and
turning to more glamorous fields that promise
higher levels of compensation through the pro-
duction of virtual architecture. This is potential-
ly our great loss, our next generation. perhaps

rve will step forw,ard as mentors saying, ,,There

is still room to define for oneself what it means
to be an architect." I do not know any
two practices that are the same.

With that said, I do find that archi-
tects have a special way of envision-
ing the great potential of any situa-
tion. What I love most about the AIA
is the interaction I share with a group
of individuals w-ho recognize possi-

bilities, who are strongly community-oriented,
and who understand the link between quality of
l(e and quulity oJ enuironment.

As the 2008 Presidenr of AIA pittsburgh, I
would like to hear.vour thoughts about how AIA
Pittsburgh can serve its members and the com-
munity. We will be redesigning our rn ebsite this
year. If, in the meantime, you haven,t explored
the AIA National website, www.aia.org you are
missing out on a host of remarkable resources:
the Knowledge Communities, Best practices,

the Small Firms Resource Center, information
for Emerging Professionals, and the recently
launched SOLOSO, an online resource for ar-
chitects to share and exchange information. I
have been involved in the AIA for several years
and feel that I am just beginning to scratch
the surface of what the institution has to offer.
Please contact me at prmaynes@mayneassoci-
ates.com, particularly if you have ideas about
recruiting/mentoring a diverse and talented
pool of professionals. We will address this
challenge during Build Pittsburgh, our annual
educational event. Hey, look what WE can do
with your participation! El

college graduate moving to the
vast and wild west, sight unseen,

at age 22.
. The awesome, terrifying, and

joyful responsibility of thinking
beyond my own immediate needs
in becoming a parent at age 52.

At any age it is a thrill to exclaim,

{
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AIA Pittsburgh serves I 2 Western

Pennsytvania counlies as ihe locaI

componeni of the,American lnstitule
of Architects and AIA Pennsy(vania

The objective of AIA Pittsburgh is lo
improve. for socrety. lhe quatity of the
built environment by further raising
the standards of architecturaI educalion
training and practice: fostering design

excettence, and promoting the vatue

of architeclural seruices to the public.

AIA membership is open to atl

registered architects. archilecturaI
interns. and a limited number of
professionals in supporting fields.

AIA PITTSBURGH
945 Liberty Avenue. Loft #3

Pittsburgh. PA I 5222

Teiephone, 412-471 -9548

Fax' rt12-r.71-9501

CHAPTER OFFICERS
Pauta R. Maynes. AlA. President
Chip Desmone. AlA. 1 st VP
Kevin Wagstaff. AlA. 2nd VP
Kennelh K. Lee. AlA. Secretary
Eric R. oslh. AlA. Treasurer
Anne J. Swaget Hon AlA.

Execulive Director

COLUMNS STAFF
Becky Spevack. Editor

-,oseph Ruesch. Designer

EDITORIAL BOARD
Donatd G. Zeilman, AlA. Chair
Sue Brestow
Eric R. osth. AIA
Roxanne Sherbeck. AIA

Jutie Wagnet AIA

Ren2 Weinmann. AIA

C0LUMNS is pubtished six times
a year by. and primarity for. members
of AIA Pittsburgh. A Chapter of lhe
American lnstitute of Architects.
Preference may be qiven lo the
selection of works. articLes. opinions.
letters. etc. of members for pubtication.
Howevet in the interest of furthering
the goals of the Chaptef, as stated

monthly at the lop of the masthead and

in the membership directory, COLUMNS

witt publish the names of and proper(y

credit non-members. whether as
participants in lhe design of works
submitted by a member. or as designers
of their own work. or as authors of

articles. opinions or letlers.

0pinions expressed by editors and

coniributors are not necessarily those

of AIA Pittsburgh. The Chapter has

made every reasonabte effort to
provide accurate and authoritative
information. but assumes no Iiabitity
for the conlents.

For information about AIA Pittsburgh.
AIA Middte PA and the Northwest PA

Chapter cat[ ] -888-308-9099.

0ntine, M.aiapgh.org
Email, info@aiapgh.org

SUSTAIANABILITY 2O5O
ln a cOntinUed effort to raise awareness and create a bettel understanding

about the impact of the built environment we live and work in, here is a look

at some of the accomplishments being made by the AIA:

The AIA's year-long initiative to demonstrate the

environmental consequences of construction and

building operations has culminated with the pub-

lication of 50 specific strategies to reduce carbon emissions at http://www.

aia.org/liftytofifty. The strategies, which offer a range of design opportuni-

ties, are described in detail with examples and links to relevant sites. The

effort follows the AIA's adoption of the 2050 Initiative, a pledge to achieve

zero carbon emissions from buildings by that year.

The 50/50 resource is one ofseveral proiects completed under the leader-

ship of AIA National Yice-President Norman Strong, FAIA in his role as lead-

er of the Board of Directors' Sustainability Discussion Group (SDiG). Other

projects include the development of a green-meetings guideline, curriculum

development, amendments to the profession's code of ethics to inclttde sus-

tainability, and an evaluation of sustainability-rating systems. Learn about

these initiatives and more at www.aia.org/susn-rc-default. G

2OO8 LEAP YEAR PARTY
Join us - a community of architects and design professionals - as we

celebrate those individuals who have recently taken a professional leap!

On February 28th, we will be recognizing the accomplishments of newly

registered architects and welcoming new AIA Pittsburgh members.

WHEN: Thursday, February 28,2008

6:50 - 8:50 p.m.

WHERE: Outlaw Studios,

ZA}OPennAve, Pittsburgh, PA 15292

During this evening, individuals will be able to tour the studio, netlvork,

and enjoy food and drinks with fellow design professionals'

5:30-6:30: Newly registered architects and new AIA Pittsburgh chapter

members are inyited to a pre-party meet & greet. During this time, these

individuals will have the opportunity to meet fellow colleagues in a
more intimate setting, engage in a little Q & A, and gather information

on the AIA Pittsburgh chapter and the design climate in the Pittsburgh

region.

cosT: FYee for newly registered architects and/or new AIA members that

have received this status within the past year. Others: $15 per person.

To sign-up for this event or for more information, contact AIA Pittsburgh

at 412-471-9548 or visit our website at wvwv.aiapgh.org. E
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AIA NATIONAL "WALKS THE TALK" IN
H EADOUARTERS REN OVATI O N
The AIA national headquarters building, dedicared in 7975, was designed by The
Architect's collaborative, founded bl.walter Gropius. As the building approach-
es the 50-year mark, the AIA is seizing the opportunity to both preserve and
increase its value to the profession, the public, and the nation. The renovation
plan authorized b-,v the AIA Board of Directors at its September meeting aims to
achieve the following objectives:

- Preserue and streng'then its legacy as a potential historic building. The
renovation project rvill take into account possible historic designation as the
building approaches its 5Oth anniversary.

- Repair, reJurbish, or upgrade thefacility's aging primary sys/erns. Many
of the AIA building's pt'imar1-s.ystems have reached the end of their productive
life, and attending to those is necessary to preserve the Institute's investment in
this key real estate asset.

- "Green" the headquarters to make it an eremplar of sustainable clesign.
The project will demonstrate commitment to a sustainable future as well as

progress toward the AIA's SustAIAnability2050 objectives. As a green building,
the headquarters can ctrt its energ-y and fossil fuel use by 50 percent b_v 2010 and
lay the groundw-ork for carbon neutralit-v by 2050. Elements for possible inclu-
sion in the schematic dcsign studies are green roofs, a geothermal well system,
rooftop photovoltaic panels for electricity, solar-heated lvater, increased natural
light and da,vlighting strategies, improved insulation, high-pertbrmance glaz-
ing systems, underfloor air distribution, gray water use, and harvested rainwa-
ter, to name a few.

- Help optimize organizational performance through worker-friendly de-
slgn. The design will promote worker satisfaction and productivity in a sustain-
able 2 1st-century workplace.

The AIA u'ill share the renovation results .r,r.ith thc profession, the gor.ern-
ment, and the public to demonstrate its commitment to sustainable 21st-cenl.ury
design. It will show that AIA member architects *walk the talk,, and have solu-
tions for the challenges posed by global rvarming. G

AIA PITTSBURGH WELCOMES
2OO8 PRESIDENT
On December 4th, 2007, AIA Pittsburgh members and friends
gathered at the Penn Brewery for the annual holiday party.
Incoming president PAULA MAYNES, AIA rvas presented rvith the
cerernonial wig by outploing president JIM RADOCK, AlA. Also
welcomed were ne\\,-board members LISA DABINETT, AlA, DUTCH
MACDONALD, AlA, and TOM PRICE, AlA. Great German food and
brew were shared by all. G

I

I \



i

7

a

tilI

t



7 lcor-ururus FEBos FEATURE

the future
for archltects
Young professionals are seeking and f inding new career paths.

BY DEBORAH KNOX

While many graduates still enter the traditional internship-in-a-big-firm track, rnore young

and mid-career architects ale ernbracing c,hanging practice models. The ways in which
nerv techtrologv is inrpacting architecture ale leading man)- tou'ard multidisciplinary fields.

Pittsburgh's voullg professionals spcak out about the changes ther.alread-v see and their hopes

for the future.

Opposite: Structural abstract,
1Oth Street bridge, by Rob Strovers

F!NDING A FOCUS?
A graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, An-
drew' Caruso, Assoc. AIA, has alnays had a

burning desire to focus on the policy side ofar-
chitecture, and now he is the president of AIAS

(American lnstitute of Architecture Students).

"We're the glue that holds everything togeth-
er," explained Caruso, who sits on the national
AIA Board and on NCARB panels. He'd like to

see more training in firm economics, manage-
ment, promotions, and marketing, but "how-

much more can be crammed into a curricu-
Ium?" he asks.

At a time lvhcn the practice of architecture
is constantly being redehned, Pittsburgh's two
architecturc programs are booming. Enroll-
ment is up at both the University of Pittsburgh
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and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU). Thc
schools' programs are preparing students for
their professions using different models. But are

these preparations effective enough for the real
world ahead?

At Carnegie Mellon University, they offer a

professional practices course where students

are exposed to case studies of the region's firms,
with the messiness and realities of daily prac-

tice unr.eiled in a candid and thorough man-
ner. Architecture students take a class in Real

Estate Development where real-life projects are

studied, complete with input from participating

stakeholders. This past term, Mark Minnerly
from The Mosites Compan.v taught the class,

using the EastSide development as the model.

"This fortifies the relationship betr,veen profes-

sionals and the communit.v," says Laura Lee,

FAIA, head ofthe School ofArchitecture.
The most practical education is carried out

through the Urban Laboratory and Remaking

Cities Institute, which takes students out into the

community for projects that include community'

visioning and multidisciplinary research. This
hands-on experience gives students the practicali-

ty that can help them focus vvhere thel'rvant to go.
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As the a nues to evotve, educators face
ch ly ways that computeriza-

tion and ltechnotogies are revolutlonizing the ways that it's
possible to think about a buitding. DREwARMsTRoNG



Enrollment is up 500/o at CMU, according

to Lee. Upon graduating from a five-year pro-
gram, students have earned their Bachelor of
Architecture - a degree which is accredited by

the National Architectural Accrediting Board as

a professional degree, allowing the recipient to
qualify for the ARE (Architectural Registration

Examination).
At the University of Pittsburgh, the Architec-

tural Studies program is different - Pitt offers a

Bachelor of Arts degree built around a history
and humanities core. A significant change in
the program occurred in2007 ryhen the depart-

9 l cot-uuus FEBos FEATURE

ment arranged for a dedicated architectural
studio with two teachers, according to Drew
Armstrong, the department director. "This has

been an unequivocal success," says Armstrong,
noting the program has grown to 90 students.

Armstrong is also a strong advocate of stu-
dent involvement in the real world of architec-
tural practice through internships. For the stu-
dents, it introduces them to the complexity of
the field and is "a transformative experience".
In addition to the internships, many students

have afhliated with the local Green Building
Alliance and other community organizations,
most notably the Oakland Business Improve-
ment District.

'ts the architectural world continues to
evolve, educators face huge challenges, includ-
ing the many wa-ys that computerization and

technologies are revolutionizing the ways that
it's possible to think about a building," says

Armstrong.

MAKING NEW PATHS
Caruso is a young man with a passion for pol-

icy development, especially where it impacts
young professionals. He believes larger firms
could do more to support young professionals,

such as paying licensure exam fees and com-
pensating workers for time out of the office to
take the exams.

Because graduates are often looking at in-
credible educational debt, Caruso said it would
be helpful if \CARB w-ould allow students to

take exams right after graduation. "Currently,
eight or nine states have approved jurisdictions

to do this and it can be done concurrently with
the IDP. In some places it's a guideline, and in
others the decision has to go to the state legisla-
ture for consideration."

Eric Osth, AIA, principal and Architecture
Studio Director ol' Urban Design Associates,

agrees. He believes that the current format of the
IDP licensure process is difficult and should be

reviewed. The highest hurdles to the profession

Photo by Rob Strovers
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are at the end of the licensure process. Fields

like medicine regulate their profession b1' the

admissions to graduate school, so there is less

attrition overall. "The IDP requirements, the
cost of maintaining your internship record, the
cost of the exam, and the duration of the exam

are very hard on young professionals."

Another concern is how this new genera-

tion of architects adapts to lil'e in a firm. Caruso

notes that a common complaint he's heard from
graduates entering large firms as interns is that
they feel that their skills are undervalued and

their abilities underutilized. "Many students in
programs take their skills into industrial design,

graphic design," he continues. Here Osth see a

strong role for small firms in the future. "Small
firms are still relevant in today's development

world. They are considered trustworthy," he

said. "There isn't necessarily' a corporate ap-

proach." The feel of a small firm may also help

today's interns feel as though they are part of a

team, putting their education and knowledge to

good use.

A NEW PRACTICE
For Tom Price, AIA, of Strada LLC, the primary
problem for the profession is that the general

public has a misconception about w'hat archi-
tects actually do. He believes that most people

don't fully understand the immense effort that
goes into making the built environment. "As a
profession, we don't do a ver_v good job of letting
people knou, w-hat lYe do."

"We need to be strong entrepreneurs in the
business of architecture," he explained. "We also

have to be protective of our role in the building
industr-v and market ourselves in a lva_v that sets

us apart from contractors who are trying to take

on roles traditionally reserved for architects."
Price believes that contractors should team up

with architecture firms at the beginning of proj-
ects to share expertise without trying to do what
architects are trained to do on their own.

One way in which contractors are doing this
is by hiring architects to work rvithin develop-

ment companies. After 12 -vears of ll'orking for

architcctural and engineering firms, Arthur
Sheffield, Assoc. AIA, has joined Massaro Cor-

poration as a designer. He's finding this new

work very rewarding and believes Ihat Massaro

Corporation is a contractor that trulv appreci-

ates the details of rvhat architects do and are

supportive of maintaining design intent.

"l'm part of the preconstruction services
group within the estimating department, work-
ing on the front end of projects, meeting rnith

clients, doing programming, schematic design,

and design development. IFrom there] I prepare

a set oI drawings for pricing and work with our
estimators to determine a preliminary project

cost." Afteru,ards, the draw.ings and estimate

are provided to the client who then hires an

architect. The architect may keep the design

or change it at their discretion br"rt lhe client is

armed rvith the knowledge of reasonable cost

expectations and design possibilities.

While at Strada, Price has encountered sev-

eral design/build projects and they have been

successful. He says that if -vou get a good team

that r,vorks lvell together, it is one of the best op-

portunities to get your project built the way it
was originally designed. It also can add value

to design in contrast to situations where value

engineering beats the beaut_v out of a project in
order to save money later in the process.

The perception is that design/build always

saves time and money. While not necessarily

true, with collaboration from the start, contrac-

tors can help architects make design decisions

that save the owner money. If these decisions

are mutually agreed to, the whole documenta-

tion and construction process becomes more ef-

ficient and effective.

"That's the beauty of design/build," explains

Sheffield. "It gives more leeway in how you get

the project built - whether it is architect or con-

tractor led. Everyone is on the same team from
the start instead of contractors getting involved

alSOo/o of construction documents, or even later."

Ifincluded early in the design process, contrac-

tors can offer a lot ofexpertise about foundation

and structural s.vstems, feasibility of design,



the studio for spatiat practice
CMU professors launch innovative new firm
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with communities and groups,

finding creative ways to secure

funding and develop resources
to move forward. They care
deeply about cities and want to

blur the boundaries of policy
and action in urban design.

They are currently work-
ing with Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future on
a land-use and transportation planning project
that combines research and information visu-
alization. One of the challenges with this proj-
ect is to make sense of large reports by creating
graphics/maps, clear succinct text, and bulleted
points that summarize past planning recom-
mendations.

"We want to energize people in the process of
the city and focus on our community," said Brill.
One local issue they'd like to tackle is develop-
ing green-infrastructure solutions for address-
ing Pittsburgh's aging combined sewer system.

"We want to make the city more beautiful while
also solving problems with a full scope of cre-
ative practice." And, their new practice they will
offer traditional architectural services too. 0

Jonathan Kline and Christine
Brill, AIA are Adjunct Assistanr

Professors in the Department of
Architecture at CMU and, more
importantly, have created hybrid
careers and recently launched
an innovatiye architectural prac-
tice that is the face of the future

it,3

- The Studio for Spatial Practice - which opened
in January 2008.

Both have architecture degrees; addition-
ally Jonathan has earned a Master of Art, and
Christine just completed her Master of Land-
scape Architecture. They are fusing all of this
into their professional path. Their vision is to
create a small, multi-disciplinary design firm
capable of engaging in urban design and com-
munity planning issues in a proactive way. *We

will have a firm that has architects, an artist,
graphic design, and the capacity for creating
digital media," explained Kline.

Proactiye development will be the bedrock
of The Studio for Spatial Practice. They aren,t
going to wait for people to come to them (though
they'll be pleased if they do) and will work

jP
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Looking for Braddock's Fields was commissioned by 3 Rivers 2nd Nature, a proiect of the Studio for Creative lnquiry at CMU. The project
attempted to create positive change in Braddock, PA, drawing upon the 

"orrrnity's 
social, physical, and historical assets and engaging

residents in a collaborative, vision-making process.
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and other aspects from the start. This allows for

more accurate estimating, which can provide

substantial cost savings to an olTner.

"It makes sense for a client to have one-stop

shopping," he says. "People gel concerned about

w-ho is looking out for the owner's interest. The

traditional attitude was that architects protect

the client from the contractor, and the approach

rvas oftcn adversarial. The design/build proj-

ect delivery method helps to break that dow-n."

Ultimately, the key to a successful project is to

have mutual collaboration, communication, and

respect between the architect and contractor.

"We rnust always keep in mind that we are on

Ihe samc team and that our decisions impact the

clients' bottom line." He believes that for con-

tractors, having architects on staff makes them

more amenable to working with design profes-

sionals and gives them a unique understanding

and appreciation ol the architect's role.

LOOKING FORWARD
Reaching 0ut

Caruso said that the AIAS is looking at two-year

schools to nurture fr.rture architects. "\Ye have

a growing number of chapters and the student

population is more diverse, and often older,"

stated Caruso, adding that many community

college students have already been out in the

work force and have a good work ethic. One

major issue he sees is that minority students

need more than scholarships: the process

must support them professionally through to

the licensure process. "If you are planting a

garden, 1'ou don't just throrv down more seeds

- you have to tend them - all the way through

the educational cycle."

Massaro Corporation couldn't agree more,

and is making great efforts to create change.

More than iust being a designer at the f,rrm,

Sheffield is also their \Iinority Outreach Coor-

dinator. Massaro has a three-phased diversity

initiative seeking to diversify their own staff

internallv, the sub-contractors that the-v rvork

with, and encouraging minority youth to pursue

careers in the building trades. Sheffield is pas-

or contractor ted
Everyone is on the same'

from the start instead
getting in-

50%of construction
or even later.
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sionate about increasing diversity in the con-

struction industry. He is a board member of the
National Association of Minority Contractors-
Pittsburgh and adds that there is local chapter
of the National Organization of Minority Archi-
tects (NO\'IA) forming soon.

As one of the few minority architectural
design professionals in the Pittsburgh region,
Sheffield experienced different terrain in Wash-

ington, DC where he attended Howard Univer-
sity. "There are a number of black owned archi-
tectural Iirms there, and they work on a lvide
array of public and private projects. We don't
have that in Pittsburgh at this point. There are
currently onl-v three black onned firms in the
area. I am truly hopel'ul that Pittsburgh's major-
ity architectural community vr.ill support these
firms and help them to groll and be successful.

When the profession becomes more diversified,
that u.ill help build diversit_v in our region."

Sheffield wants to work on projects that have

a positive impact on communities, especiallv
the black community. Neighborhoods tend to
be a reflection of horv people see themselves -
and good design adds to that vision. In the past,

many low income neighborhoods lr,'ere harmed
by architects vvho jr,rst "lined their pockets lvith
public funds and didn't have a positive attitude
about the work, and most importantly, resi-
dents u.eren't involved in the community design
process." Thankfully, that has changed for the
better. He also believes that it is inrportant for
minority communities to see people of color in
project leadership roles.

Buitding Relationships

"Historically, \rie (Lrban Design Associates)

drifted toward the practice of urban design and
away from the traditional practice of architec-
ture.," says Osth. "UDA was founded as a small
regional architecture practice with some trans-
formative ideas about making cities through ar-
chitecture. In the process, the firm revived the
historic tradition of Pattern Books for nerv de-

velopment and restoring communities. We no-
ticed that there lvas signihcant interest for that

13 lcoruuns FEBoB FEATURE

t"vpe of document at a national level." That was

a successful niche for a long time, but oyer the
past few years, UDA has reincorporated archi-
tecture into the practice. "Our clients asked us

to continue our service into architecture. The
ke-y to survival is being able to be nimble and

change with the needs of the market."
Osth added that the future of architecture

is about building relationships with the clients
and their environments. "Our clients are always
eager to hear our assessment of the valuable
characteristics of any environment and how
to preserve it as tve move forlvard. In addition,
they perceive the value we bring as architects
to help illustrate the impact of neu,development
and to help pul pieces in the appropriate place.

In conjunction with architectural practice in
the'traditional' sense, architects have to be seen

as a resource, not only as the final piece of the
pLtzzle," he erplained.

Price sees the futurc dependent on the field's
abilit-v of letting the public knorv what architects
can do lbr them and holv they do it. He contin-
rued, "People don't second guess paying lawyers
and doctors - the1. see that as a necessary ser-
vice - but they question the value of our work.
We need to start speaking a language that our
clients understand and relate to." He would like
to see the profession convey to companies and
clients t.hat good design can help them meet and
hopefully exceed their overall business goals.

The future of architecture is being shaped
by technology, the entrepreneurial vision of
voung professionals, and the pull of profes-
sional desires shaped by the economic realities
of our communities. Professionals at all stages

of their careers are continuing to evolve their
approaches, improve public perceptions, and
are activists for the profession and for the cities
they serve. El



MASONRY CAMP=
INTERNATIONAL
MASONRY INSTITUTE
PROGRAM FOR
YOUNG ARCHITECTS
BY HAZEL BRADFORD
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A week of summer camp might sound like a

fun diversion, but for scores ofyoung architects

who have had the opportunity to attend Masonry

Camp, including several from AIA Pittsburgh, it
can be a life-changing experience.

The nationally recognized design/build
educational program for young architects and

masons was created by the International Ma-

sonry Institute more than a decade ago, for two
reasons: to foster collaboration between design-

ers and builders, and to invest in the future of
good masonry design and construction. IMI is
a labor/management trust of the International

Union of Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers
(BAC) and their contractors.

ln 2007, AIA Pittsburgh members Matthew
BrindAmour, Assoc. AIA, an architectural in-
tern with Astorino, and Brian A. DiPietro from
WTW Architects, had the added thrill of inau-
gurating the new BAC/IMI International Train-
ing Center in Maryland, which was designed by

Stanley Tigerman, FAIA.

Being at the training center gave the young

architects hands-on exposure to all the mason-

ry crafts taught there - brick, stone, plaster, tile,

restoration, and. Lerrazzo - by some of the best

instructors in the business.

Better yet, campers got to use some of that
new knowledge in a design-build exercise as

part of a multi-disciplinary team of designers

and craftworkers. Working hands-on with ma-

terials that he normally only sees in AutoCAD

was definitely a highlight for Brind'Amour, who

also got to try the rigging that restoration work-

-*J

Architects and masons traded places at Masonry Camp. Here,

Brian DiPietro from WTW Architects (left) helped BAC apprentice
Kenny Chau from New York try his hand at modeling.

L

t
!s
rr

rE{
rE
.r rrl

t

l

L

il
!I N

I

,--
)a

il



Matthew Brind'Amour. Assoc. AlA, (left) from Pittsburgh and Sarah Walkerappreciated the practical perspective that apprentices like
Gene McAndrew brought when it was time to build a portion of their design.

ers use to rappel dolvn buildings. "lt was a great
chance to not onll' see things put together but to
actually build them ourselves," he says.

One of the most valuable aspects of camp
for DiPietro was "being able to work hand in
hand with the craftsmen that normally look
at our drawings and try to figure out what we
were thinking." Their input and realistic advice

"were something you can't just learn in school
or an office." That exposure, he says, brought,,a
newfound respect for each other."

Both campers say the experience has made
them better architects. "It has helped me to de-
sign more efficient and aesthetically pleasing
proportions which add little to no cost to a proj-
ect," says DiPietro. For Brind'Amour, the knowl-
edge he gained about masonry construction and
detailing "has given me a real advantage in my
work."

"It's an experience I wouldn,t trade for
anything." 0

Masonry Camp 2008 will be held July 12-18 and July
26-August 1. The prug;ram olJers 50.5 CEt;. For more

inJonnation, 6;o to wtuw.imiweb. o rg

15 l couuutts FEBoB FEATURE

1

A, highlight of lrzlasonry Camp for Matthew Brind'Amour, Assoc.
AlA, was building a stone wall as part of his team's design/build
exercise.

lntern architect Brian DiPietro from WTW Architects and Valerie
Towe from Boston enjoyed the chance to experience masonry
crafts firsthand, and to see their designs come to life with their
own hands.
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FROM THE
FIRMS
Horizon Properties Group,

LLC through its affiliate
Horizon Hospitaliff, LLC,

has begun construction on

the Homewood Suites, a

five-story, approximately
1l0-room extended stay

hotel to be located in the

Southpointe II development

in Canonsburg, 20 minutes

outside the city ofPittsburgh.
The Homewood Suites is part

of the Hilton family of hotels,

and is scheduled to open in
the spring of2009.

JSA Architecture Planning

Engineering lnterior Design

has been selected by Horizon
Properties of Canonsburg, PA

to be part ofthe design/build
team along with Burchick
Constructon Company for the

design of a new 40,000 sf flex
oflice/warehouse building to

be located at the Evergreene

Technolog-v Park Lot 4 in
Franklin Township, Greene

County, PA. The new single

level, multi-tenant build-
ing has been designed such

thal il can be e{ficienU.r and

cost effectively constructed

utilizing tilt-up concrete wall
panel consl.ruclion. JSA proi-

ect team members include
Richard J. Oziemblowsky, AlA,

as design principal and Joe

Price, project manager.

Ligo Architects is designing

the renovation of Pullman
Baseball Park and stadium

which currently hosts approx-

imately 225local games. The

renovation has been designed

to facilitate being upgraded

to Minor or Frontier League

status should such a team

locate in Butler. The building
rvill be equipped for concerts,

dinners, and receptions in the

specially designed private box

suites. Construction comple-

tion is scheduled in time for
the spring season, 2008. In
other projects, the firm has an

oceanfront Ponte Yerda Beach,

Florida residence renovation,

a new residence in Cleveland,

and several large residences

under construction in the

North Pittsburgh and New

York areas. Recently construc-

tion \l'as completed on the

Fox lnn in Foxburg. Condo-

miniums are now complete

in Sew,ickley and the third
phase of seven apartment

buildings of student housing
was occupied on the Oil Cilv
Campus of Clarion Universiq..

Additions and alterations to

The Alumni House at Slip-

pery Rock University will be

complete this spring. The firm
also designed a new Buddhist
Temple which was completed

last fall.

The architecture and engi-

neering division of L, Robert

Kimball & Associates has been

contracted to provide design

LIOO AICEIITCIT AIA
REDEVET-OPMBNT AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF BUTLER

Shawnee State Unlversity Union

Fox lnn

sen'ices to The Pennsylvania

State University for a nerv

1.000-seat stadium for the

women's softball team. The

stadium will be located on

campus near the current soft-

ball field. Construction on the

lacility u ill begin in \orem-
ber 2008. The PSt \\omen's
softball team will pla-v their
hrst game at the netv stadium

in March of 2010.

WTW Architects and BHDP

Architects of Cincinnati are

design partners in a $15

million renovation and ad-

dition of the Shawnee State

University Union. The proiect

officially kicked offwith a

groundbreaking in Januarr

and is projected to be ready

for student use by the fall
of2009. A 500-seat dining
commons is planned along

with expanded public space,

meeting facilities, student

life olfices, bookstore, 5,000

sf multi-purpose room, and

combination coffee house

and caf6.

'-rI r r r I
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Evergreene Technology Park
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BUSINESS
BRIEFS
Attorneys Artdrew. Fyllpo'r1'ch

a nd Robefl Forsler of the [or-

mer McKissock & Hoffman,

P.C.. lLrm based in Philadelphia.

have joined Pittsburgh-based

Burns, \\hite & Hickton, LLC,

as members of its construction

larv practice. Fllvporlch and

Forster are following colleague

\\rilliam Mund5, and his seven-

attorne-y long-term cale litiga-
tion group, r,r,hich announced

its decision to ioin corporate

lan'firm Burns. Vlrhite & Hick-

ton this fall.

Desmone & Associates Archi-

tects is pleased tol,r'elcome

Tamara Hayes, Brad Frank-
houser. and \anc1 Policicchio

to it's staff. Tamara received

her BA in Architecture from
Virginia Tech University

and u'ill assist in the firm's
commercial practice. Brad is

a graduate of The Penns-vl-

vania State Universit]. with
a degree in Architectulal
Engineering Technology, and

he has a strong background
in healthcare, residential,
and historic preservation
projects. Nancy Policicchio
graduated u,-ith a Bachelor of
Architecture and Urbanism
from the I nirersitS of\len
doza - Nlendoza, Argentina.

EDGE studio has announced

the addition offive staff
members. Constance Vale,

Amanda Bass, Emily Rice,

and Matthew Manzo have

all ioined the firm as archi-
tectural interns follo\l,ing
recent graduation. Kellv Price
has been hired as market-
ing director with nearly ten
\ears of stralegic markeli ng

and business development
experience. Additionally, the
prlncipals of EDGE Studio
have named Anne Chen, AIA
principal and welcome her
into corporate ownership.

Gary Carlough, AIA, president

of EDGE, states that "Anne
has plal'ed an important role
in the growth and culture of
the firm. She maintains a very

satisfied and lo-val client base

and is a vl'onderful teacher

and mentor for both nerv em-
plo_vees and seasoned leader-

ship. Dutch, N{att, and I are

very pleased to welcome her
as PrincipalJ'

Hayes Large Architects an-

nounces the addition ofland
scape designer Julia K. Reed to

the slalf olthe.\ltoona, Penn-

sllrania olTice. \ls. Reed has

a bachelor's degree in Land-
scape Architecture from The
Penns_vlvania State Universit)..

I{ristine Ritter \filhelm has
joined Canonsburg-based

Horizon Properties LLC as

director of marketing. Kristine
n'ill be responsible for
leading Horizon's marketing
initiatives, with a pronounced

focus on public relations,

business development, and

corporate branding.

JSA Architecture Planning
Engineering lnterior Design

announces the following
promolions and new. staff
hires: Mark L. Lighthall, AlA,
has been promoted to \.ice
president; James E. Gaynor
has been promoted lo associ-

ate. Lighthall has been u-ith
JSA since .1997 and currenth'
serves the firm as a team
leader. Galnor has been rvith
JSA since 2002 and is manag-
er oIengineerilrg. {lso. Bar-

bara Charles has joined the
firm as a proiect manager and

Joe O'Toole, Assoc. AIA comes

to JSA as an intern architect.
Charles brings to JSA 25 years

experience in the design of
residential, retail, and com-
mercial projects. O'Toole is a

2006 graduate ofthe Savan-

nah College ofArt and Design
with a )laster of Architectur.e
degree.

Gaynor Charles

Lombardi

SAI Consulting Engineers,

Tnc. has annuunced lhe pro-

motion of James J. Lombardi
frorn Vice President - Con-

struction Services to Erecu-
tive Vice President in their
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

ofTit e. For orer 26 rears. \lr.
Lombardi has been an inte-
gral part ulS{T and responsi-

ble fbr the grovl-th and overall
success of their Construction

Services Group.

Sttada, LLC has added four
professionals to their staff.

-\ikole Ann Lopretti has
joined as an interior designer;

Claudia Saladin has.loined as

an intern landscape architect;
Paulina \\'ilkolvska j oined

as an inlern architect; and

Rachel .\rrn Stadelmeier has
joined as a graphic designer.

O'Toole

tion Planning at Cornell Uni-
versit-v, was recently awarded

a Founders Scholarship by the
National Societl-of the Wom-

en Descendants ofthe Ancient
and Honorable Artillery Com-
panr. The annual scholarship
is awarded to a female junior,
senior, or graduate student for
achievement in the field of Ar-
chitectural Historic Preserva-

tion. N{aya plans to complete
her degree in May and return
to her adopted hometolyn of
Pittsburgh.

The Butler County Cham-
ber of Commerce named

Lee Ligo, AlA, principal and
founder of Ligo Architects,

located in Slippen Rock, En-
lrepreneur of the 'lear at their
annual dinner in September
at the Butler Country Club.

L. Robert Kimball & Associ-

ates has been included in
the new ediLior. of Building
D esign World Architecture
104 u'hich reveals the world's
largest architecture practices,

explores vielys on economic
prospects of construction
arorrnd the globe. and inlor-
mation on \.rhat market sec-

tors are set to grow in which
region. The frrm was ranked
third in the Criminal Justice
markPl sector and fifteenth in
lerms o[ creali\e non-archi-
tectural staff.

To be included in Breaking
Ground, - sharing news of
recent projects, hires ol
promotions, licensure and
registration, awards, or other
news of merit - please send
press releases, including
images, to info@aiapgh.org.

KUDOS
CopperFalls, a 6,500 sfprivate
home designed b,v Desmone

& Associates Architects, has

received the 2007 Building
Excellence Aw-ard from the

Nlaster Builders Association
of \\'estern Pennsylvania.

\[aya Haptas. former associ-

ate director of AIA Pittsburgh
and a second year Master's
sludent in Historic Presena
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ALLEOHENY CONSTRUCTION

GROUP. INC.-
456 Washington Avenue,
PO. Box 425
Bridgeville, PA 15017
PHoNE,412-221-0500
FAx, 412-221-0188
C0NTACT, Laura S. Deklewa
Commercial / Construction
l\4anagement / Exterior / General /
lndustrial / Interior Renovations /
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings /
Certified DBVWBE

BRIDGEST

1300 Brighton Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PH0NE,412-321-5400
Fpx, 412-321.-9823
C0NTACT Paul R, Bridges/
Gus l\.4arquart

WEB SITE, www.BRl DGESPBT.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
lndustrial / lnterlor Renovations

BURCHICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

500 Lowries Run Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PH0NE, 369-9700 FAX: 369-999I
CoNTACT, Joseph E. Burchick
E-MAlL, burchick@burchick.com
WEB SITE www.burchick.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General / I ndustrial,/
lnterior / Renovations

CAVCON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

21 1 Huff Avenue, Suite B

Greensburg, PA 15601
PH]NE T24-834-5224
FAx,724-834-7533
c0NTACT, l\4ichael C. Philips
E-MAlL, mphillps@cavcon.com
WEB SITE, www.cavcon.com
Commercial / Construction
l\4anagement / General / lndustrial /
Design-Build / N/etal Buildlngs /
Project l\4anagement

JOHN DEKLEWA & SONS, INC.-
1273 Washington Pike,
PO. Box 158
Bridgeville, PA 15017-0158
PHoNE,412-257-9000
FAx, 412-257 -4486
c0NTACT, David Deklewa
wEB 5tTE, www.deklewa.com
General Construction / Construction
l\4anagement / Design-Build /
Development Services

DYNAMIC BUILDING CORPORATIONT

51 Pennwood Place, Suite 200
Warrendale, PA 15086
PHONE 724-772-9020
Fpx,724-772-5770
CoNTACT, John Nolan
E-MAlL, jnolan@dynamicbuilding.com
wEB SITE, www.dynamicbuilding.com
Commercial / Construction
N.4anagement / General / lndustrial /
lnterior Renovations / Multi-Family /
Design-Bu i ld

GENERAL TNDUSTRTESt

l5 Arentzen Blvd.,
Charleroi, PA 15022
PH0NE,724-483-1600
FIx,724-483-0990
CoNTACT, Donald lvill
E-MAlL, divill@genindustries.com
WEB SITE, www.genindustries.com
Commercial / Design-Build /
Construction l\ilanagement / lndustrial /
Pre-Engineered l\,4etal Buildings /
General Construction / lnterior &
Exterior Renovations

HARCHUCK CONSTRUCTION CO,, INC,

4203 Route 66, Building ll,
Suite 222,
Apollo PA 15613
PHONE,724-727-3700
FAx,724-727-2800
coNTAcT, David A. Harchuck
WEB SITE, www.harchuck.com
Commercial / Construction
l\.4anagement Exterior / General /
lndustrial / lnterior Renovations

A, RICHARD KACIN. INC,

3875 Old William Penn Hwy.
l\.4urrysville, PA 15668
PH0NE, 124-327 -6694
F/\x' 724-133-5993
CoNTACT, A. Richard Kacln, Pres.

Commercial / Construction
l\.4anagement / General / lndustrial /
Residential

KUSEVICH CONTRACTING, INC.

3 Walnut Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15223
PHONE, 412-782-2112
FAX, 412-782-027 I
CoNTACT, George Kusevich, Jn

E-MAlL, gkjr@kusevich.com
WEB 5lTE, www.kusevlch.com
Commercia / General / Renovations /
Education / Design-Build

LLYCMI CONSTRUCTION, INC,

6000 Brooktree Road, Suite I 10
Wexford, PA ).5090-927 9
PH0NE, 724-934-8000
FAx, 724-934-8006
CoNTACT, [,4ike l\,4ason

E-MAlL, mmason@llicmi.com
WEB SITE, www.llicmi.com
Commercial / Construction
l\.4anagement / General / lndustrial 7'

lnterior / Renovations

MARCO CONTRACTORS, INC.

100 Commonwealth Drive
PO. Box 805
Warrendale, PA 1 5095-0805
PHoNE T24-7 4l-O300 x.35
F^x, 724-7 41-0335
coNTAcT, Amy Fonzi

E-MAlL, afonzi@marcocontractors.corn
wEB 5lTE, www. marcocontractors.com
Commercial / Construction
l\4anagement / lnterior / Renovation /
Restaurants / Retail

MASCARO CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY LP-
1720 N4etropolitan Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PH0NE,412-321-490I
FAx, 412-321-4922
coNTAcT N,4 ichael l\,4ascaro

E-MAlL, mrm@mascaroconstruction.com
WEB SITE, www.mascaroconstruction.com
Commercial / Construction
l\.4anagement / General / Highway /
lndustrial Renovations

A, MARTINI & CO.-

320 Grant Street,
Verona, PA 15147
PHoNE,412-828-5500
FAX, 4 1 2-828-6488
CoNTACT, Anthony l\4artin i

E-MAlL, afm@amartinigc.com
WEB SITE, www.amartinigc.com
Commercial / Construction
l\.4anagement General / lndustrial /
lnterior / Pre-Engineered Metal
Bui ldi ngs

MISTICK CONSTRUCTION

1300 Brighton Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
PH1NE, 412-322-1121.
FAX, 412-322-9336
CoNTACT, l\4. Robert I\4istick
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
lnterior / Renovations / Residential

NELLO CONSTRUCTION COM PANY'
100 Houston Square, Suite 200
Cannonsburg, PA 15317
PH0NE, 724-746-0800
FAX, 724-7 46-7966
coNTACT. Janet Torriero
wEB Sil E WWW.neilO.nel

Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / General /
lndustrial / lnterior Renovations

RAIMONDO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.

i31 South Lincoln Avenue,
Greensburg, PA 15601
PHoNE,724-837-3146
FAx, 724-837 -3154
coNTAcl David A. Raimondo
E-MAlL, raimondo@wpa.net
WEB 5lTE, www.raimondo.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / General Construction
/ lndustrial / lnterior & Exterior
Renovations / Pre-Engineered l\letal
Build ings

RYCON CONSTRUCTION, INC.

2525 Liberty Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 75222
PHONE, 412-392-2525
FIJ,412-392-2526
CoNTACT, Todd Dominick
E-MAtL, todd@ryconinc.com
wEB SITE, www.ryconinc.com
Commercial / Construction
l\,,lanagement / General / lndustrial /
lnterior / Renovations

D I RECTO RY

* l\.4ember of the lVaster Builders'
Association

SOTA CONSTRUCTION

SERVtCES tNC.t
80 Union Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
PH0NE,412-766-4630
FAx, 412-7 66-4634
C0NTACT, Ernie Sota
E-MAlL, esota@sotaconstruction.com
wEB 5lTE, www.sotaconstruction.com
Commercial / Construction
l\4anagement Exterior / General /
lndustrial / lnterior Renovations

TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Two PNC Plaza,
620 Liberty Avenue,
27th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA

t5?22-27 79
PH0NE,4i2-255-5400
FAx,412-255-0249
CoNTACT, Joseph l\.4ilicia, Jr.

Commercial / Construction
[,,lanagement / General / lndustrial i'
lnterior / Renovations

WJM CONTRACTING, INC.T

P0. Box 1324, Wexford, PA 15090
PH0NE,724-933-9136
F^x, 7 24-933-91 47
CoNTACT, Wi liam J. Gormley, Jr
E-MAlL, wgormley@wjmc.net
WEB SITE, www.wjmc.net
Commercial / Construction
l\4anagement / Design / Build /
General / lndustrial lnterior /
Pre-Engineered lVetal Buildings

VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION

CORPORATION-

100 Castleview Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15234
PH]NE, 412-942-0200
FAr,, 412-942-0280
CoNTACT: Raymond A. Volpatt
E-MAlL, rayjr@volpatt.com
WEB SITE, www.vo patt.com
Commercial / Construction
Management / Exterior / Genera /
lndustrial / lnterior Renovations

A listing of area confactors
and their professional
ser-\.ices. To include your firm
in this directory, call AIA
Pittsburgh aI 412-47 I -9 548.

t lvlember of Associated Builders
and Contractors, lnc.
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REACH 9,300 READERS

IN THE DESIGN/BUILD COMMUNITY

Display advertising

Directory listings

Pre-printed inserts

Contact AIA Pittsburgh at 412-411-9548
or info@aiapgh.org

Professional Engineering Services in

Architectural Acoustics & Building Noise

STC & llC Design and FSTC & FllCTesting

MRI - CT Site Evaluations

HVAC Noise & Vibration

Community & Environmental Noise

Expert Witness & Forensic Engineering

Quiet Product Research & Development

lndustrial & Commercial Facility Noise

Engineering Analysis & Noise Control

Cost Benefit & Risk Analysis

Testing & Measurement

Training & Education

William R. Thornton, Ph.D., P.E.

724.265.2000

www.?CoUSti Cs-vi brati ons com

wrt@aco usti cs-vi brati ons.com

ACOUSTICS

VIBRATIONS
&

William R. Thornton, Ph.D., P.E.

Consulting Engineers in
Acoustics & Vibrations
250 Shagbark Drive
Cheswick, PA 15024
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The American lnstitute of Architects'Career Center offers a Fast, efficient online route to the right people.
They're qualified. Thefre curious. And they rely on the AIA Career Center for their leads. You should, too.

So, si m plifu yo u r recruitment effo rts. Visit www.aia.org/careercenter
Register your company. Post your ad.

Search the r6sum6s. And find your hire.

Career
Center

one perfect candidate
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ENGINEERS
ALLEN & SHARIFF CORPORATION

700 River Avenue, Suite 333
Pittsburgh, PA 75212
PH9NE 412-322-9280
FIx,4t2-322-928t
CoNTACI Anthony E, N.4ollnaro, PE.
Consulting / Electrical i' Mechan ca /
Telecommun cations

BARBER & HOFFMAN, INC.

215 Executive Drive,
Suite 202
Cranbeny Twp. PA 16066-6409
PHONE. 724-7 4l-0848
FAJ', 724-7 4t-0849
CoNTACT, l\,4ichael R. Miller, PE.
E-MAlL, bhp@barberhoff man.com
Consulting / Structural

BDA ENGINEERING- INC.

217 West 8th Avenue,
Homestead, PA 15120
PHoNE,412-461-4935
F/J.,4t2-46!-4965
coNTAcT, Bert Davis
E-MAlL, bdavis@bdaengineering.com
WEB SITE, www.bdaengineering.com
Electrica / l\4echanical / Fire Protection
/ LEED AP / Renewable Energy System
Design / Energy Analysis-Buitding
Commissioning

BRACE ENGINEERING, INC.

3440 Babcock Boulevard,
Box 15128
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PHONE 412-367-7700
F!J., 472-367 -A177
CoNTACT, David A. Brace
Structural

CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS, INC.

333 Baldwin Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE 412-429-2324
FAr 412-429-21!4
C0NTACT, Gregory P Quatchak, PE.
Civil / Geotechnical / Survey ng /
Structura / Env ronmental /
Constructron Consult ng / Testlng &
lnspection / Landscape Architecture

CJL ENGINEERING
PITTSBURGH OFFICE,

1 550 Coraopolis Heights Road,
Suite 340
N4oon Township, PA 15108
PHONE, 41,2-262-1220
FAx,4t2-262-2972
CoNTACT, John i, Wilhelm
E-MAlL, cjlpgh@cj lengi neering.com
JOHNSTOWN OFFICE.

416 Main Street, Suite 200
Johnstown, PA 15901
PHoNE,814-536-1651
FAX, 814-536-5732
CONTACT, l\,4atthew R. Sotosky, pE.

E-MAlL, clljt@cj lengineering.com
wEB SITE, www.cjlengineering.com
Consulting / HVAC / Plumbing
/ Fire Protection / Electrical /
Telecommunications / Building Audits /
LEED Accredited Professionals

CONWAY ENGINEERING
lnvestment Building
235 4th Avenue, Suite 1408
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PH0NE, 412-765-0988
FM,412-765-2530
c0NTACT, Bob Conway
Consulting / Structural

OODSON ENGINEERING. INC.
420 One Chatham Center,
Piftsburgh, PA 15219
PH0NE,412-261-6515
F^X 4t2-261-6527
CoNTACT, Gregory L. Ca abrla, PE
Consultlng / HVAC / Plumb ng /
Flre Protection

FAHRINGER. McCARTY. GREY. lNC.
1610 Go den N.4ile Highway
N,4onroeville, PA 15146
PH]NE 724-327-0599
FM 724-733 4577
CoNTACT, Jon B. Sweringen
E-MA L jsweringen@fmginc.com
Landscape Architecture / Site N4aster
Planning / Civil / Consulting

FIRSCHING, MARSTILLER.
RUSBARSKY AND WOLF
ENGINEERING, INC.

2 Parkway Center East
2030 Ardmore Boulevard,
Suite 250
Pittsburgh, PA 15221
PHoNE,412-271,5090
FlJ.,412-27t-5193
CoNTACT. Daniel J. WolI,
David D. Rusbarsky, Ted Marstiller, PE.
Consulting / HVAC / Ptumbing /
Fire Protectlon / Electricat /
Telecommun ications

GAI CONSULTANTS. INC,

385 East Waterfront Drive
Homestead, PA 1 5120-5005
PHONE 4t2-476-2000
FAx, 412-47 6-2020
CoNTACT Anthony E [4orocco, P?PLS
Testing & lnspection / Civil /
Construction N4onitoring / Consulting /
Environmental / Geotechnical /
Skuctural / Transportation /
Archaeological / Surveying /
Land Development

GARVIN BOWARD ENGINEERING, INC.
180 Bilmar Drive, Suite V
Piftsburgh, PA 15205
PHONE 412-922-444A
FM 412-922-3223
c0NTACT Joseph F. Boward, PE.
E-MAIL jboward@garvinbowardeng.com
Geotechnical / Forensic / Testing &
lnspection / Consulting / Environmental

THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC.
400 Holiday Drive, Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15220-27 27
PHoNE,412-921-4030
FAx, 412-921-9960
CoNTACT.Ryan Hayes
Civil / Land Development / Structural
Engineer / Consulting / Landscape
Architectu re

HORNFECK ENGINEERING. INC,
1020 North Canal Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
PHoNE, 412 781 1500
FAX,412 781-5593
coNTAcT.Richard W. Petrie, PE.
Consulting/ Electrical / lnstrumentation
Lighting / Telecommunications

D I RECTO RY

THE KACHELE GROUP

1014 Pery Highway, Suite 100
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
PH0NE,412-369-9020
Fl}',412-369-9021
C0NTACT, Tony N4oscoll ic
Structural

LENNON, SMITH, SOULERET
ENGINEERING, INC.

846 Fourth Avenue,
Coraopolis, PA 15108
PHONE 412-264-4400
F!J,472-264-1200
CoNTACT, Daniel S. Gilligan
E-MAlL, dmuntean@lsse.com
WEB SITE, www.lsse.com
Civil-Site Development Planning,
Design, Construction Phase Services /
Surveying / Water Supply /
Wastewater / Stormwater

L, ROBERT KIMBALL & ASSOCIATES
Architects and Engineers
CORAOPOLIS OFFICE.

41 5 Moon Clinton Road,
Coraopolis, PA 15108
PH]NE 4t2-262-5400
FAx, 412-262-3036
CoNTACT, Emil R. '!ack" Lerch, PE
OOWNTOWN PiTTSBURGH OFFICE.

Frick Building-North [,4ezzanine
437 Grant Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
PH0NE,412-201-4900
F!J, 412-201.-2338
CoNTACI Christopher R, Haupt, AIA
WEB SITE, www.lrkimball.com
Cjvil / Site / Water / Wastewater /
lndoor Air Quality / Environmental
Site Assessments / Land Development
/ lndustrial Hygiene and Safety /
l\4echanical Electrical / Skuctural /
Telecommunications / Geotechnical /
Transportation

LLI ENGINEERING
6000 Brooktree Road, S!ite 300
Wexford, PA 15090
PH0NE 724-934-8800
FAx 724-934-86A1
CoNTACT, James D. White, PE.
E-MA L jwhite@llieng neering,com
WEB SITE, www. liengineering.com
Construction / Electrical / Mechanical
Structural / Telecommunications
Commiss oning

LOFTUS ENGINEERING. LLC
555 Nodh Bell Avenue,
Carnegie, PA 15106
PHoNE,412-429-1396
F}J.,412-429-6474
CoNTACT Glenn Avick, PE.
E-MAlL, gavick@loft usllc.com
WEB 5lTE, www.loftusllc.com
HVAC / Plumbing / Fire Protection /
Structural / Electrical / Data-Telecom
/ LEED Accredited Professionals /
Certified Commissioning Authority CxA

MURRAY ASSOCIATES, INC.
543 Braddock Avenue,
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112
PH0NE,412-823-2020
FAJ.,4t2-823-4073
CoNTACT, Jack G. Murray, PE.
E-MAlL, jack@ma jeng.com

WEB SITE, www.maieng.com
Geotechnical / Civil / Construction
l,.4onitoring / Forensic

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
INDUSTRIES. INC. (PSI)

850 Poplar Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
PH1NE 41,2-922-4000
FIJ',4t2-922-40t3
CONTACT. John R. Bonassi, LEED AP
E-MAlL, john.bonassi@psiusa.com
WEB SITE, www,psiusa,com
Consulting Engineering & Testing
Environmental / Geotechnical /
Construction Materials Testing &
Engineering / lndustrial Hygiene &
lndoor Environmental Quality /
Facilities & Rool Consulting /
Nondestructive Examination & Testing

SENATE ENGINEERING COMPANY
University of Plttsburgh
Applied Research Center (U-PARC)
420 William Pitt Way,
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
PH0 N E, 4l 2-826-5454

CoNTACT, Gordon T. Taylor
E-MAlL, gttaylor@senateengineering.com
WEB SIIE, wwwsenateengineerjng.com
Civil Land Development / Surveying /
Construction Stake Out i Structural /
Electrical / HVAC/ Plumbing

TAYLOR STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
2275 Swallow Hill Road,
Building 100
Pittsburgh, PA 1.5222
PH]NE 412-722-0880
FIJ.,412-722-0881
CoNTACT, Dirk A. Taylor
E.MAIL.

pkoval@taylorstructuralengineers.com
Structural

TOWER ENGINEERING
i15 Evergreen Heights Drive,
Suite 400
Pittsburgh, PA 15229
PH0NE,412-931-8888
FAr 412-939-2525
C0NTACT James N. Koslnski. pE.

WEB SITE, www.estower.com
Consu t ng / Electrical i Mechanical
Telecommunications / Sustainable
Buiiding Design / Energy Anatysis
Building Comm ssioning

TRANS ASSOCIATES ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS. INC.

4955 Steubenville Pike, Ste. 400
Pittsburgh, PA 15205
PH0NE, 412-490-0630
FAx, 4 1 2-490-063 I
CoNTACT, Mark J. Magalotti, pE.
E-MAIL.

magalottim@transassociates.com
Civil / Consulting / Transportation

A listing ofarea engineers and
their professional services.
To include your firm in this
directory, call AIA Pittsburgh
at 412-471-9548.
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ARCHITECTURAL
PRODUCTS

BUNTING GRAPHICS, INC,

20 River Road.
Verona, PA 15147-1159
PH1NE 4).2-820-220a ext. 240
FIJ,,4t2-820-4404
CoNTACT, Jody Bunting
E-MAIL jody@buntinSSraphics.com

WEB SITE, www.buntinggraphics.com
Fabricator of Graphics & Signage /
Stainless Steel Railings & Architectural
lvletal Work / Canopies, Sunscreens

& Grills / Decorative Truss Work /
Cold Cathode Lighting / Custom LiSht

Fixtures / Sculpture & 3D Graphics /
Custom Fabrication / Design-Build /
Latest Technology & Skilled Craftsmen
(Local 100,000 Sq. Ft. Mfg. Plant)

CONSTRUCTION
COST ESTIMATING

MORGAN PROPERTY & CONSTRUCTION

CONSULTANTS, INC.

P0. Box 15540,
Pittsburgh, PA 15244
PH9NE, 412-7Al -0720
FAx,472-7a7-0730
CoNTACT, Morgan P Kronk

E-MAlL, mpkcci@msn.com
Construction cost estimating and

consulting / Owner's Representative /
Construction l\.4 a na ge ment

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

THE GATEWAY ENGINEERS, INC,

1011 Acon Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
PHoNE 4i2-921-4030
FAJ,412-92t-9964
c0NTACT -lason Jesso

C v ,1 Testing & nspect on /
Consu tlng / Environmentalg i
Landscape Archltecture

KENOALL O'BRIEN

LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTS

524 Locust Place,

Sewickley, PA 15143
PHONE, 472-1 41-5244
FM 472-741-0809
coNTAcT, Heather O'Brien or

Patricia Kendall
E-MAlL, design@kendallobrien.com
Women-Owned Business / Parks

and Recreation Planning / Estate

Landscapes / Site lvaster Planning /
Streetscapes

PASHEK ASSOCIATES, LTD,

619 East Ohio Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
PHoNE 412 321-6362
FAx,4).2 321,9202
CONTACT Nancy Lonnett Roman RLA

E-MAIL nionnett@pashek a.com
WEB S TE WWW,pasheK|a,Com

L-v.o1rP"tal C'ee^ Des g" - stor,c

Preservat on / Park and Recreation

Plannlng i Slte lvlaster P annlng I
Streetscapes /' Urban Plannlng

SITE SIGNATURES, INC.

300 Corbet Street,
Tarentum, PA 15084
PHONE T24-224-1997
FiJ,124-224-7994
CoNTAcl Robert Jack
E-MAlL, rjack@sitesig,com
wEB SITE, www.sitesig.com
Land Planning / Urban Design /
Sustainable Design / Specializing in

Retail Development, Mixed-Use

Development and Parks &
Recreation Planning

TERRA DESIGN STUDIOS, LLC

2110 Sarah Street.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
PH0NE,412-481-3171
FAx,412-481-3173
coNTACr Cindy Tyler

E-MAlL, ctyler@terradesignstudios.us
Site Master Planning / Children's
Gardens / Campus Planning / Urban

Design / Estate Landscapes

OFFICE FURNITURE

FRANKLIN INTERIORS

Suite 600.2740 Smallman Street,

Plttsburgh, PA 15222-4720
PHoNE 412 261-2525
FM 412 255-4089
Complete project and furnlture
management / Reconf gurat ons and

nsta lations: non-un on and union

/ lMeetlng any budget, we are your
authorized Stee case dealer.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MICHAEL HARITAN PHOTOGRAPHY

184 Fireside Drive,
Pittsburgh, PA 15317
PHONE, 7 24-941-2002
FIJ.,724-94t-2002
coNTAcl [,,1 ichael Haritan
E,MAlL, michaelharitan@hotmail.com
wEB SITE, www.haritan.com
Creative architectu ral photography
of interiors, exteriors and landscape

design / Building products, industrial
and corporate / Digital and film
{ormats / custom printing /
l\4ember: PPA Certified, ASI\,'IP

REPROGRAPHICS

E L. HAUS COMPANY

921 Ridge Avenue,

Pittsburgh, PA 15212-6093
PHoNE 412-231-7700
FM, 412 231-7709
C0NTACT, Clem Sutton

E-MAlL, csutton@flhaus.com
wEB 5lTE, www.flhausplanroom.com
PLANROO[/ Web-based Document
[/anagement with View/order - Draw-

ings & Specs; Large & Small Format -
B&WColor; Digital Scanning/Printing/
P otting/Copying; Authorized Dealer for
0CE Sales/Service/Su ppl ies; l'4ou nting/
Laminating; Source for fuElC Media

& Supplies; Promotional Products/

Embroidery/Screen Printing: Forms

Printing; Pick-up & Delivery

TRI-STATE REPROGRAPHICS, INC-

907 Penn Avenue, Suite 700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHoNE,412-281-3538
FAX, 412-281-3344
coNTACT, George R. l\.4arshall

Document l\ilanagement / Digital B&W
Plotting / Blueprinting / Specs &
Binding / Large & Small Format Color

Copies / l\.4ounting & Laminating /
Supplies / Pickup & Delivery

SIGNAGE

KOLANO DESIGN

6026 Penn Circle South,

Pittsburgh, PA 15206-392i
PHoNE,412-661-9000
FAx, 412-661-9606
E-MAIL, wk@kolano.com
coNTAcT, William Kolano

WEB SITE' www.kolano.com
Design of sign & way'finding systems,

design standards, fabrication
packages and cort'act adm,nrstration
for'acilities. corporate. tralsportatior,
education, medical, retail, government,

hospitality

STORAGE & FILING

STUART DESIGN GROUP INC.

P0. Box 710,
Greensburg, PA 15601
PHONE, 724-325-4566
FM 724-327-9728
coNTAcT, James G. Stuart, PE.

E-MAlL, i nfo@stuartdesigngroup.com
WEB SITE, www.stuartdesigngrou p.com

Over twenty years of experience
providing the most etficient on-site
space/storage solutions for corporate,

healthcare, government, librarY &
education clients

TECHNOLOGY

XCELIC CORPORATION

393 Vanadium Road, Ste. 205
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
PH0NE, 412-353-0800
FM 412-204-8535
CoNTACT, Patti Pribish

E-MAlL, php@xcelic.com
WEB SITE, www.xcelic.com
Excellence in lnfrastructure Consulting
Building Technologies, VolP and

Wireless / a WBE certified company

WEB-BASED
TRAINING

TURNER KNOWLEDGE NETWORK

620 Liberty Avenue,27lh Floor

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
PHoNE, 412-255-5400 x585
FpJ, 41.2-642-2940
CONTACT, James l\4 itnick
E-MAlL, jmitnick@tcco.com

WEB SITE, www.turneruniversity.com
AIA Accredited Courses: LEED

Professional Accreditation (3.5 CES)

/ Building Envelope Series (22 CES) I
IVIEP Fundamental Series (14.5 CES) /
N.4old Awa reness-Moistu re Control
(1 CES) / Environmental Risk

Management (1 CES)

A listing ofarea businesses
and their professional
sen'ices. To include vour Ilrm
in this directory, call AIA
Pittsburgh ar 4 12 -47 1 -9 548.
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LUXURY HOME COLLECTION

Visit Splash at the Pittsburgh Design Center
3011 Smallman Street in the Strip
Open to architects & the design trades
Mon-Fri 9-5, appointments recommended
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love at
fl rst site
Some of Pittsburgh's newest residents like what they see

Almost everyone who r isils our citv shales tlre erperience of being arvestluck bv tlre Pittsburgh
skvline. \\'itlt laletrtine's Dal upon us, Columns asked voungplofessionals, nerv to the city, to
nanre the buildings and places thel instantlr fell in love u.ith.

PPG PLACE
Architect: Johnson/Burgee Architects
Date Completed: 1984

The building that immediatelv caught my eye
the Iirst time I exited the Fort Pitt Tunnels was
the spires of Philip Johnson's PPG Place. Even
someone rvho may not be a fan of Post Nlodernism
has to admit that it's a great piece of referential
architecture.

I know it's almost clich6 to sa-v- so, but it rvas
Pittsburgh's unique geography and its influence
on the development patterns and sociology of
the city's neighborhoods that really caught my
attention upon hrst mot ing. As a planner, that was
something that really compelled me to explore
Pittsburgh, and that fascinates me to this day.

- Benjamin Kelley, Senior Planner,
Mackin Engineering

UNION TRUST BUILDING
A rch itect: Frederick Osterling
Date Completed: 1916

If I had to choose one building to be my favorite, it
would be the Union Trust Building by Frederick
Osterling. I'm drawn to it not only because I find
the Gothic and French elements beautiful but also
because it is unlike any other building in my old
hometown of Seattle.

- Kim Ba.ker, Public,lrt XIanager, Departmenl
oJ City Planning'

Opposite: Photo by Massery Photography lnc
Above: Photo by Bob Strovers
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THREE RIVERS HERITAGE TRAIL
Created b1: Friends ofthe Riverfront
Datc Started: 1995

When I came to Pittsburgh to interview, I think I
was first struck by the riverside trails - miles and
miles running along one or both sides of the Al-
legheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers. They of-
fer wonderful views of the city, [he rivers, and the
people w-ho lir.e here in a very different u.ay than
you can experience in a car or on foot in the streets
or in a building.

- Eric Helton, Research -lssociate,

IRlCOS

U.S. STEEL TOWER

Architect: Harrison, Abramovitz & Abbe

Date Completcd: 1970

The first building to literally catch my eye \\'as the
U.S. Steel Toner - it lvas the verl first glimpse of
Pittsburgh coming in on Rt. 279. But there are so

many buildings that are arresting, for one reason
or another. Driving into that view of downtown...
it really is a great city to drive in to (and stay!).

- Brian Cohen, Photographer,
Pop Citf Media

I

+ rtrriutrtruilr'q,
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1}IREE II,IVEIIS
HERITAGE TRAIL

Photo by Rob Strovers
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ALCOA BUILDING
A rchitect: llarrison and Abramovitz
Date Completed: 1955

Pittsburgh is a visually dynamic city...stimuli
abound for the architecture enthusiast. Its dra-
matic setting, breathtaking skyline, and diverse
neighborhoods give Pittsburgh a seemingly un-
paralleled richness. Choosing a favorite building
is difficult, but as a Modernist, I am particularly
impressed by Harrison & Abramovitz,s Alcoa

27 | 
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Building of 1951-55. An exceptional work of in-
dustrial design, this essav in aluminum stands as
an artistic success and symbol of Pittsburgh,s Re-
naissance. The Alcoa Building reminds us of the
spirit of reinvention and serves as an inspiration
Ibr Pittsburgh's continued transformation.

- Justi.n Gunth.er, Curator oJ Buildings
ancl C o llectio ns, Fallin gruater

Photo by Massery Photography, lnc.
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THE VIEW FROM PNC PARK

Architect: IIOK Sport; Astorino

Date Completed: 2001

The first view that caught my eye would definitely
be the view from PNC Park of downtown and how
it drastically changes as the sun goes down and the
city lights up. Two other views that I will always
associate with Pittsburgh are the view coming out
of the F ort Pitt l'unnel, and the v iew from the top of
Mount Washington (especially at night).

I think that is it the collection of all the build-
ings downtown and the image they create from
these various viewpoints that allow the architec-
ture of Pittsburgh to have a dramatic impact. Al-
though it is not directly related to architecture the
one thing I was very surprised at when I moved to

Pittsburgh is how much it is like a small town set

in a big city.

- Danielle Rupert, ,4ssoc. ,4IA

Astorirut

View from PNC Park photo by Massery Photography, lnc.

Fallingwater photo courtesy of Western Pennsylvania Conservancy

FALLINGWATER
Architect: Frank Lloyd Wright
Date Completed: 1955

The first building to catch my eye has to be the

'Falling Water house' by Frank Lloyd Wright even

though it is not actually located in Pittsburgh.
From the time I studied about this masterpiece

in school, I have been waiting for an opportunity
to experience this amazing house and make my
dream come true!

- Karishma Kaulige

International Studio, Burt Hill Ql
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PERLORA (sourHsroe) 412.431 .2220
PERLOBA LEATHER (srnrn) 4j2.4347 425

WWW.PERLORA.COM
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Over 300 projects, not one client overwhelmed
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We feel you deserve a simple solution.
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GENERAL

INDUSTRIES
GEIERAL COilTBICTORS15 Arentzen Boulevard Charleroi, PA 15022

www.genindustries.com' Contact Don lvill 724-4a3.1600 EST.1973
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