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BY ANNE J. SWAGER, HON. AIA

Losing both of my parents in the space of five monrhs has been tough. It wasn,t thar it was
particularly unexpected. Thev rvere both in their mid-U0's ancl in just the past couple of years their
health had begun to fail. But despite this, I don't think anyone ever feels "old enough,,to have his
or her parents die. It seems quite unbelier-able - if not a bit surreal - that my brother, sister, and I
are now'the oldest generation in our famil1.. \Yhile I hardlr lralk dorvn the street worrying about
this, it has caused me to reflect over some moments er,er1 clal-, taking stock of mv life. A number of
thotrghls float through m1- head at different mon-Ients: Am I really doing lvhat I vvant? Am I making
a difference? Will rn-v children think I lived a life rn,ell lived? I also think about my parenls, lives and
remember what aspects of their lives defined them in my eves.

For me, it was their "Maine-ness". My father w'as born and raised in Maine and while he spenl
over 50 years in Ohio, there lvas never any doubt that he was headed back to Maine. When we were
young and money was exceedingll' tight he bought an acre+ piece of plopert.v on the coast with deep-
water anchorage on t\1 o sides. \I'hile this b-v all co,nts smacks as a \:ery good investment, at the time
the land was not considered to be rvorth a lot. There rvas nothing more than a badly rutted dirt road
which dead-ended part of the u'av in, and the rest of the wa).)'oll hiked. \,\,-hen I u-as a child our IIaine
fishing village was not the quaint place it has beconre. It sported a really smelll- sardine factory and
lots of commercial fishing boats. Local fisherman routinely lost limbs and sometimes their lives in
boating mishaps. The Nlaine I grew- up with lvas a hardscrabble place with vast w,eather changes.
People like my parents lvere practical and frugal because they had to be. No one ever tholghl Maine
would be sought after as a retirement/summer home place.
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\{aine is a poor state and to this dav still struggles with a legacy of an

inadeqrrate road system at.rd underperforming prrblic schools. Yct, what draws

people there now is the same thing that drew my parents back - the stark

beauty of the place. For my lather there was no better sight than the rocky

Maine coast overlooking tl-re Atlantic Ocean w-ith pine tree covered islands in

the distance. As he slept alval- the last felv lleeks ol'his life I feel sure that is

rr hat lr is closed e\ es \\ ere seeing.

AImost e\,er). day that I come into the city, I come through the Fort Pitt

tunnels and I am greeted by the signature view that defines our citv. I confess

that after all these years I am still in awe bv the vision before me. The ability to not only appreciate

but also deeply connect wilh a place is something I share with my father. While he fottnd beauty

in the ruggedness of nature, I hnd myself drawn to the built environment, to feats of design that

speak of the ingenuity ol man. Each fall, as the Design Pittsburgh submissiolt binders arrive at the

AIA office, I take the time to look through the nervest ideas and creations before sending them on

to olrr jur-_v. The projects presented in the follolving pages lvere cllosen as the rvinners this year by

a group of thoughtful, comrnitted jurors. While they considered man,v: aspects of all the projects,

they rewarded beauty, stewardship, ancl practicality. Watching them carefully consider your work

reinlbrced for me the importance of what you do.

Beautyis important. Marryingthe builtenvironmentwith the natural environmenl oreven adding

to an already existing neighborhood should be done rvith the care and sensitivity that yott bring to it.

While perhaps this does not ahvays translate into more compensation for J'ou the architect, I remain

convinced that people do care deeply about the places of their daill'- lives. It might be a building, an

interior, a campus, rlr a rocky coast blrt we all have those places that are imprinted on olt r souls.

It's an awesomc responsibility but one that many of you wear well. The

projects on these pages are proofofthat. congratrrlations to all of

Yon and please keep up the good rvork. El

*ry
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TI ME FLIES
BY JIM RADOCK, AIA

Eleven short months ago, I begarr rhe 1'ear b1 er-
tolling tl're virtrres ol'the "liamily of Architects."

-{,1 lhe time, the boarcl and stalf o1'.{IA Pittsbr-rrgh

were hard at work programrning orr r spring Btr ild
Pittsburgh seminars. Fast-lrtnrarcl to Decenrlter

and, after another successtirl Design Pittsburgh.
u e're alreadl' planning Build Pittsburgh 2008.

Ever since our first spring continuing edu-

cation event - then called "Tri AIA" - in 2002,

AL{ Pittsburgh's calendar leal'has re-
volr.ed around these tr,vo rrajor', com-

plirnentarv e\.cltts. \Iir in merrber-
ship meetings, lloard and comnriltee
meetings, a hosl of other t-r ents held

in conjunction r,r-ith afliliated orga-

nizations. and an untold nurlber. of
doctrment sales and phone calls, and

you get an idea holv orrr chapter's volunteers and,

most especially, our staff spend their year.

With so much happening in any given year, it
sometimes seerns a w,onder that the chapter con-
tinues to offer new initiativt s and refine old ones,

even as il continues to provide the core e\-ents

and services that the membership expects. One

reason for the board's abilitl' to effectir,ell' de-

velop and implement a vision for the chapter is
the continuit_v in leadership that comes from the
makeup of our Flxecutive Committee.

Our Executir-e Committee, corrsisting of the
president, first and second vice presidents, ancl

imrnediate pasl. president, provides a fluid, con-
tinuous lirur-year transition period that allor,rs

for consistent, effective implementation of the
board's vision. 'fypicalln each individual focus-
es on a particular event or initiative, building on
the previous vear's experience. This 1,ear I arn
indebted to Paula Maynes for helping orchestrate
Design Pittsburgh and to Chip Desmone for his
work with the Revenue Committee - a product of
2006 President Tom Brinev's leadership.

3 lcot-uutts DEcoT vrEwPorNr

This continr,ritl' extends, of cotrrse, bey'ond

the Executive Committee, and beyond the board

itself. -{s we u-elcome ne\\- mernbers to the

board, we should thank three who are leaving
this month fbr their participation. It rvas during
Dan Rothschild's lenure as president that our re-
eramination of the AIA Pittsburgh brand set the

framelvork lbr the phased contmllnication plan
that rve continue to implement. Ed Shriver w-as

instrrnrental in laring tl're gr.ound-

lvork lirr the Design Center, orrr AIA

150 Blueprinl for -\merica project.

lnd, although Felix Fukrri is leitving
the ,\1.\ Pittsltulgh Board, he is nou
one of'Pittsbrr rgh's representatives on

the -\l{ Pennsvlr-ania Board.

Bevond the boald ler.cl, AIA Pitts-
burgh benefits greatll- lrom our extended re-
solrrces at all levels of rnembership. At our Sep-

tember N'Ielnbership N{eeting, former chapter
President (and culrent AIA National Regional Di-
rector) Nlaureen Guttmann, AIA updated chapter
members on ke1- issues and initiatir-es that are
fiont and cellter at the national level. flased on the
positir e response n.e receir-ed follotving prer-ious

dialogue sessions r,vith the Fellow,s, lve erpect to
hold another nexI vear. It.r addition, the chapter
is planning to address diversity in the profes-
sion at Build Pittsburgh 2008, an orrtgrorvth of
our involr-ement (spearheaded by 2005 chapter
President Steve Quick) as a foundirrg partner in
the multi-disciplinarv \\'estern Pennsvlvania Di-
versity Initiative.

Ultirnatell-, thorrgh, all of these projects rvoulcl
grind to a halt if not for the tireless work of'our
chapter stafl': Anne Su-ager, Beckl Spevack, and
Rachael Kelley. As we celebrate the conclusion of
the design atvards and turn out'attention tolvard
a busy 2008, I extend my heartfelt thanks to every-
one lvho cares enough to make it all happen. 0

h


