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He feels yucky.

Hets frightened.
He has butterflies in his stomach.

Get an architect in here stat.

A well-designed health care facility helps patients feel more comfortable. AIA
architects use space planning, lighting, and color to design environments that
can help ease patient anxiety, increase staff efficiency, and enhance healing.
And the sooner you involve an archrtect, the sooner everyone will feel better.

To find an AIA architect, visit wwwara.org.Good design makes a difference.
$W

THE AMERICAN
INSTITUTE
OFARCHITECTS

The AIA is celebrating our 150th year with the Blueprint for America initiative to help create more livable communities. Learn more at aia150.org.
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BY BECKY SPEVACK

I experienced a great moment recently. one that I am sure many, i{'nor all, ofyou have had at some
point in your lives. As you may recall from my column in our August issue, (or from just talking
with me) I am fairly new to this city (two and a half years) and even newer to home ownership (15
months! - oYer a year already?!). As is the ever growing trend with my generation, there is a 1ot of
moving during one's twenties. Prior to my home purchase, I had lived in 5 different apartments in
so manY years. I think I would be referred to as a "serial mover", at least according lo a lrlew york
Times article covering this relativelv recent phenomenon. But back to that experience I started out
with.....

A few w-eeks ago my local coffee shop, The Vault in Brighton Heights, held an evening event.
Actually, it was an all day affair - "Johnn-v Cash Day at The Vault" - remembering the Man in Black
on the anniversary of his death. Friends gathered on my porch, we wtrlked over to the shop, and upon
entering I heard my name. Not only heard it, but knern,who had shouted it. As we moved through the
crowd, there lt'ere at least a few other shouts, some lvaves, ancl a hug. Now, this may not seem like
a big deal. It's not, really. (And if this were a sitcom, I believe the closest approximation would be
a certain subterranean bar in Boston where everybody knows your...) But the fact that I trave lived
somewhere long enough to start to know my neighbors, my neighborhood, and my local coffee shop
was a Sreat feeling for me. One ['t'e started noticing with some regularity. A sense of community - I
like the way that sounds.

Another community I am becoming increasingly familiar with is the community of architects.
As I'm sure you are aware, the AIA is a national organization, with hundreds of local components
scattered throughout the country. Each chapter represents the interests ofAIA National, but is also
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formed by its location. AIA Pittsburgh is its own entity,

deeplv impacted by the unique region that it exists in, and

the people u'ho live and rvork here. While keeping the

bigger picture in mind, the office tries to focus on topics

with strong local interest.

One erample of this \yas a brainstorming happ,v hour

held last month r,vith our programming committee. There

is little more encouraging than sitting rvith a group of

]'oung prol'essionals (in this case architects, of course) and

being part of a discussion in lvhich passion and intellect both come into play concerning the health

and future of the plac.e -vou call home. The questions, ideas, and erclamations that resulted w'ere like

a breath of fi'esh air. I can't accurately describe how- encouraging it is to be a part of this communit,v

- even if onlv on the perirneter - one that understands and celebrates the value of good design,

walkable communities, and a thriving rtrban center.

Another erample is this issue of Columns. Orrr main feature is one that u'as a lot of fun to work

on, from inception to final proofreading. Taking something like the AI{s 10 Principles of [,ivable

Communities and applying them to a specific case (our fair city) is ahvays an interesting exercise,

but asking some of the main players in the design community to draw- the comparisons proved to be

a great opportunity to broaden the voice of the architect and the magazine.

As time goes by, I can onll. irnagine becoming n.rore familiar lvith the various communities I

am a part of. Getting to knolv more olmy neighbors and more of our readers, and gaining a larger

understancling of the ambitions of this organization. I've started to set down roots and I plan to enjoy

the process as the-v spread and grow stronger. as I become a ntore active player. I-Iey, I like the way

that sounds. G

The Vault in

Brighton Heights
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A VISION FOR
(AIA) PITTSBURGH

BY JIM RADOCK, AIA

Earlier this year, I rvrote abotrt tw-o rnajor as-
pects of the AIA's mission: the Communitl. of
Architects and the importance of communica-
tion betvveen the Institrrte and its memltership.
AIA Pittsburgh is currently at rvork on strategic
initiatir-es that directly address both.

The AIA's mission is lied to lelationships
lvith tlvo communities: the commr.rnitl.at large
and the communitl ol architects. All
of AIA Pittsburgh's programs and

projects are intended to benefit one

(and often botli) of these groups.

Our major new initiative this -r-ear is

specificallv targeted to provide Iong-
term benelits to both.

As our local project for AlA150's

Blueprint for America, AIA Pittsbtrrgh
has embarked on a cooperative effort
r,t,ith the Pittsburgh Civic Design
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affiliate partners in mind. \Ve are still in the
preliminary stages of investigation, including
propert). and financial cclnsiderations, but we
are making progress. Expect to hear more in
lhe near futnre.

AIA Pittsburgh's continued dedication to its
ongoing dialogue u.ith it ntembership is also
ready to move into its next phase. In the past

fe.w vears, 1,'ou'\,e seert changes and
improvements in the \Tav we get the
r,vord out, from the introduction of
our e-mail netvsletter, eoolumns, Io
the most recent (and dr.amatic) irn-
provement * the new, format of Col-

arrrns (rvhich is also norv availuble
online at our u,ebsite, aiapgh.org).
eColumns gives the chapter the abil-
itv to communicale our schedule of
upcoming evonts and, importantlv,

rArA@
Coalition to establish a Pittsburgh design center..

1\ e envision creating a nelv home for the chapter
offices (as well as other like-minded community
design organizations) through the renovation ofu
building u.ithin the Golden Triangle. Our r,.ision

is to provide the cornmunitl. lvith an amenity
that incleases the visibility and accessibilitl,
of design by establishing a tangible, physical

llresellce in the heart of the city that includes a

stl'ong educational component on design.
Patterned on the success of similarpro jects in

cities like Ne.w-York, Portland, and Chattanooga,
the establishment of a dorvntorvn design center
is an opportunity lbr AIA Pittsbulgh to shon,

horv good design can make a communjty more
livable.

We are proceeding .rvith our exploration
of alternatives for this project lr.ith the best
interests of the cit5,, AIA Pittsburgh, and our

breaking developments and updates in an elfi-
cient and timely'fashion that was next to impos-
sible a felv years ago.

\[ith the launch of the redesig,ned Columns,
rye are read.v to address the next t$.o components
of our long-range communications plan: the
revamp of onr rvebsite (both technicall.v and
graphically) and, along with it, the opportunity
to irnplement a rveb-based dialogue - a blog {br
the Pittsburgh architectural community. This
development has been on orlr radar screen for a
rvhile nolv, and the board of directors sees it as

the next logical step in the process. \&'e think its
time has come.

In the meantime, until vou can post a blog
online or post a comment in our storefront
bulletin board, we contintre to valnt-'vour
leedback through the usnaI channels. 0
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