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AUG/07 The State of Sustainabitity, The chattenge of designing for the
future I The Greenest Spot in Shadyside I Book Review: Green Architecture,
by James Wines I alA eittsburgh, a chapter of the American lnstitute of Architects
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From concept to completion

You r one resource for
masonry design & construction

Technical Assistance r Life Cycle Cost Data r Craftworker Certifications

Codes and Standards e Job Site Troubleshooting

Specialty Materials Training o Professional Education

Safety Training r New Product Research r Contractor Lists

For answers to your masonry questions, call us at 1-BOO-|MI-0988.

International Masonry lnstitute

I 300 Northpointe Circle, #3O3 r Seven Fields, PA 16046
(724) 776-1930 o 1-800-lMl-0988 e www.imiweb.org
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HOMEFRONT
I icor-uur.rs AUGoT HoMEFRoNT

The challenge of

BY BECKY SPEVACK

I have been given a great opportunity. One that I hope you lvill hnd agrees rvith me. (one thar
I hope llind agrees with me.) In the past few months AIA Pittsburgh was given notice from Tracy
Certo that she was stepping down as editor of Columns. New options had presented themselves,
doors opened before she even knocked, and she has decided to step through them, to see what awaits
her. With this loss, horvever, comes nevr,grolvth. Anne, AIA Pittsburgh,s exectrti.r,e director (and my
boss), has chosen to take a leap of faith, and has gir.en me the chance to take over as editor, to gro$,
in my position as communications director.

As I'm sure many of you know Pittsburgh seems to be the biggest small lown in the world. My
husband and I moved here about tw-o and a half'years ago because it w-as lively, yet affordable, antl
it ofl'ered a penetrable environment, one lvhere you could make 1.our olyn way, lvithout needing to
know someone at the top. (Yotr may scoff at our assessment, but we were coming from an art and
music world in New England, where New Yorh reigned suprerne, and if you wcren't there or irr
L.A., you didn't have a chance.) So, we loacled up the moving van, headed w-est, and in the past two
years, \Ye've found our assessments to be fairly accurate. The city wc now call home has treated us
nothing but kindly. Are there navsayers? Alrvays. But as an artist and musician, w.e,re erperienced
in blocking out the overly negative criticism.

Within a few months, we had settled in and wcre starting Io make connections. Through the
recommendation of an acquaintance (nolv fiiend), I r,vas asked to inter\.ie\,v at AIA pittsburgh, and
within two weeks, I rn'as employed. The past tw-o --vears have been great - the job has grolvn, as have
the friendships and the responsibilities. That brings me back to having been recently named editor
of this fine publication....
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As is oflen the way here at ottr chapter, there was not a

lot of tirne to sit and ponder this nerv responsibility. Within

a rveek, I rvas researching writers, fleshing out article ideas,

and making sure I had everything lined up for this issue. The

communications committee had previously decided on the

topic of regional sustainability, and as I tried to figure out

thc approach I rvanted to take, rny altendance at [wo events

furthered cemented Pittsburgh's 'small town' appeal. The

first was a Memorial Dav party at a friend's house. A lot of my

friendships har-e spurred from this job, and thtls, many friends

arc in the design community. At this party I was introduced

to Deb Knox, a lieelance writer with ties to the architectural

community. Thc more w'e talked, the more I couldn't help but

smile - I knelv I lvould bc asking her to write for Columns. And

sure enough, oltr new relationship has proved invaluable. As you read further, you will notice that

she has penned two of the articles for this issue. Thc hrst, The State of Sustainability, is an overview

on sustainability initiatives that are taking place in the region, talking u'ith architects, contractors,

and developers to provide a multi-faceted view of what the design/build community is involved in'

The second article takes a look at a great new example of residerttial architecture, built with green

in mind.

I n-rentioned a second event... and that \vas a lecture at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh by James

Wines. A founding member of SITtr (Sculpture In The Environment), Wines is an outstanding artist.

I rvas familiar with various installations hc ancl SITE had created from my art school days, but it was

on ly at this recent lecture that I realized he was also a force in the architecture community. Not only

did I haye the opportunity to see a great lecture, I also ran into one of our members, Dav id Roth, AIA,

yyilh rvhom I talked both before and atter the lecture, learning of his admiration for Wines, and the

influence Wines had on his practice. We touched on various topics, and almost all dealt with green

architecture. Roth mentioned knowing Wines' book Green Architecture like the back of his hand,

and it seemed too good 10 be true. An er-ening of education and enjovment also brought with it the

book review you read within these pages, a perfect cap to the topic at hand.

Anfl so, with all of that said, retrd on! As timc progresses, we'll getto know each other more, you'll

become more familiar vyith my r.oice, and hopefully, you'll share w'ith me an] questions, comments,

ot' concerns. I'll be climbing and conquering the learning curve over future issues' and feedback is

certainly helpful for the process. El

Above: Self portrait, by Becky Spevack
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A NEW VOICE
BY ANNE J. SWAGER, HON. AIA

We all know the platitudes abonr change: ir,s
constant, it's an opportunity, it's progress. Yet it,s

hard not to feel like a dinosaur l,l,hen you can,t
immediately figure out your new cell phone

because it's conflrgured entirely different than
your last. The icing on the cake is when your
child grabs the phone from you in frustration
(picturc large eye rolls and deep sighs) and fires
it in less than a nanosecond. Of course, change
is constant. Our recent coverage of BIM drelv
the ire of at least one arch itect rvho felt that llll,l
would not necessarily revolutionize practice
but instead lvas only one more softrvare tool
that may or may not prove its value in the years

to come. I leave to wiser minds than mine to

opine on what BIM means to the future of the
architecture profession. However, it has clearly
gotten the attention of'some big players in the
industry both on the design and construction side

ofthe equation. You can expect us to continue to

cover its impact on what you do and vr-e hope _vou

will continue to comment as lvell.
As staff for the AIA, w-e face changes in

software and hardware as often as you do. tt is
often said we are only as good as our database
and currently AIA National is testing different
membership data base systems because ours
no longer meets the needs of our organization.
Knowing who our members are, if they are
current on their dues or not, and how long thev
have been members is fundamental to what we
do. I am not sure when the change-over to the
new system will take place but one thing I can
guarantee....it will not be completelv w-ithout
glitches.

The biggest change for AIA staff is the many
nelv faces we see every year. \1'e get a new board
president every January along with assorted

3 lcot-utur.ts AUGoT vrEwPorNT

numbers of nelv board members, new members,
and sometimes even nern, slaff. Integrating
someone new into the way we do business is

always a challenge - there is a lot to learn about
our standard processes to say nothing of the
intricacies of the profession.

Once again change has come about, as we
bid farewell to a familiar face. It is rvith great
sadness that we see Trac-v Certo leave as

Columns editor. She did a terrific job! FIer love
for architecture and respect for her audience
show.ed in everything she wrote and did. When
Eve Picker approached me a nnmber of months
ago for recommendations on who might fill
the role of editor for PopCity I gave her Tracy's
name and my endorsement. As PopCity grows
and thrives, we are lucky to have someone so

capable at the helm.
Change really is an opportunity as lvell.

I have asked Becky Spevack in her role as

communications director to become Colurnns
next editor. \Ye are going to try something
different. lnstead of having an editor w.ho acts

as the main author of Columns, we are going
to employ different writers to fill the pages. We
think we will benefit from hearing a variety of
voices. In her role Becky will do some of the
writing and all of the coordination.

Becky is a relative newcomer to Pittsburgh.
She and her husband Tim chose our city because
it was "cool." With a degree from RISD where
she developed her talent as an artist, she has the
necessary appreciation for aesthetics. I know.
Becky lvill rise to the challenges before her. I

am counting on you to share your thoughts ancl

ideas lvith her. Columns has a fresh new look
and now will have a fresh new voice. Gl
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AIA Pittsburgh serves I 2 Weslern
PennsyLvania counties as the local

component of the American lnslitule
of Architects and AIA Pennsylvania.
The objective of AIA Pittsburgh is to

improve. for society. the quality of the

buitl environment by further raising
the standards of architeclural education
training and pra.lice, toslering design

excellence; and promoting lhe vaLue

of architectural serurces to the public
AIA membership rs open to atl

regislered architects. archilectu.at
inlerns. and a limited number of
professronals in supporting fields.

AIA PITTSBURGH
945 Liberty Avenue Loft #3

Piltsb!rgh. PA 1 5222

Telephone, 4l 2-471 -9548

Fax' 412-471-9501

CHAPTER OFFICERS
James C. Radock. AlA. President
PauLa R Maynes. AIA lst VP
Chip Desmone. AlA.2nd VP
Kenneth K Lee. AlA. Secrelary
Grant Scott. AlA. Treasurer
Anne J. Swager. Hon AIA
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Green building is more than a trend - it's becoming part ol'American cul-

ture. AIA-Middle Pennsylvania will explore the challenges and opportu-

nities frrr practitioners and their clients at their bi-annual Symposittm on

Thursday, October 2Sth in historic dol'l'ntown Johnstown. Seminar present-

ers and highlights inclLrde:

. MAUREEN GUTTMAN, AlA, erecutive director, Governor's Green

Government Council

. REBECCA L. FLORA, AICR LIiED-AP, executive director, Green Building

Alliance

. MATTHEW ROOKE and DUSTIN EPLEE, Burt Flill

. PAUL PETRILLI, PE, HF Lenz Company

. ROBERT HUGHES, Esq., Ames Gough

Reception at the City Vievr', atop Johnstolvn's famed Inclined Plane.

Earn CES credits, network with colleagttes, and check out the latest in-

dustry products and services in one day - at one easy and convenient loca-

tion. For more information about the er,ent or exhibitor opportunities, con-

tact Anne McGrath at (S14)559-1517 or annefmcgrath@verizot't.net, or visil

www'.aiamiddlepa.org. E!
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Executive Director

COLUMNS STAFF

Becky Spevack. Editor
Joseph Ruesch. Designer

EDITORIAL BOARD
0onatd G. Zeitman. AlA. Chair
Eric R. 0sth. AIA
Roxanne Sherbeck. AIA

C0LUMNS is pubtished srx times
a year by. and primarity for members
of AIA Pitlsburgh. A Chapler of the
American lnstitute of Architects.
Preference may be given to the

seleciron of works. articles. opinions
letters. etc. of members tor publication
However in lhe interest of furthennq
lhe goats of the Chapier as staled
monthty at the top of lhe masthead and

in the membership directory C0LUMNS

wilt pubtish the names of and properly
credit non-members. whelher as
participants in the design ol works
submitted by a member or as designers
o[ therr own work. or as authors of

artictes. opinions or letlers.

0pinions expressed by editors and

contributors are not necessarity those

of AIA Pittsburgh. The Chapler has

made every reasonable effort to
provide accurate and authorttative
informalion. but assumes no Liabitity

for lhe conlenls.

For informalion about AIA Pittsburgh.
AIA l'liddte PA and the Northwesl PA

Chapter catl 1-888-308-9099

0ntine, ww.aiapgh.org
Emait, info@aiapgh.org
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Fronk J. Posquerillo Conference Center
Hlstoric Downtown Johnstown
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