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ARCHITECTURAL SOFTWARE THAT WORKS THE WAY YOU DO

Rrvrr 
- Ancnrrrcruar 2008 woRKs THE wAy you THTNK,

TETTING YOU CREATE NATURALLY AND DESIGN FREELY.

MIRRORING THE REAI WORLD/ IT TREATS INFORMATION IN

TERMS OF THE ENTIRE BUILDING, RATHER THAN SEPARATE

FLOORS, SECTIONS, OR ELEVATIONS.

ANo BECAUSE rt's puRposE BUTLT FoR BUTLDING

TNFoRMATTON MoDELING (atr'a), env cHANGES you

MAKE, ANYWHERE/ ARE AUTOMATICALLY UPDATED

IHROUGHOUT YOUR PROJECT.

Tnr nesuLr: youR DESTGN AND DocUMENTATtoN srAY

COORDINATEDI CONSISIENT' AND COMPLETE'

"ExpEnrEncE THE BtM EXPLosroN"

Clse T:cxNolocrEs, AN AUTHoRtzED AUToDESK

RESELLER, SPECIALIZES IN OFFERING BIM SOFTWARE

SOLUTIONS, CUSTOMIZED TRAINING/ AND IMPTEMENTATION

SERVICES,

Bunr HrLL rs AN TNDUSTRv TEADER lN INTEGRATED

PRACTICE. ITS PARTNERSHIP WITH CASE TECHNOLOGIES

AND AUToDESK suppoRTS TttE FtRv's toNGTtME

COMMITMENT IO THE EFFECIIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY

IN DELIVERING VALUE TO CLIENIS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE.

BASEDDESIGNPRACTICES.B tJ R.T, H I L L

CASE
Autodesk"
Authorized Value Added Reseller

TEfHNOLO6IE5

crppuor in llris tlocu renl. rl 2007 Autc.clcsk, l,rr: All , ghts re-"ervcC.

CasE TrcHNoLocLEs o; PA

208 P rt Srerg
Crrr:cr, PA 15106
(r) I r 2.276-0500
(F) 4 r 2-276.0505
!.,,!IW,CASETECB,CC\1

Cesr Ttcnnorcc rs or MD
2400 RESFAR,:i Brvo

RLrirvrLL:, MD 20850
(T) 30r.926-2800
(F) 30r.9.17.3800
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BY TRACY CERTO

By the third day in Spain I was no longer allowed to sa.v, "Look at that building!', My sons put a
moratorium on it for there vvere far too many stand outs and they tired of my pointing them out as we
lvalked all over \'Iadrid and then Barcelona.

Having served as editor of this publication for six and half years now, my interest in architecture,
u'hich lvas considerable ll'hen I started, has only deepened. In the last issue we did a feature on
tomorrow's classics and qttite a few architects commented that this was not Europe where they built
legacy buildings. I kept thinking of that as I saw one after another exceptional building, the kind
that get your heart racing, the kind that make you exclaim, "look at that building!,, Even I got tired
of hearing it.

While I loved seeing Madrid, it was a pit stop to Barcelona where I longed to see Gaudi,s Sagrada
Familia, La Padrera, Parc Guell and other mystical and amazing w-orks. At Sagrada Familia, still
very much under construction, architectural artifacts like a gold mosaic star lay on the dusty floor
awaiting its placement somelrrhere in the vast, soaring, fantastical cathedral.

Gaudi beckoned but there was more - in the distance loomed Jean Nouvell's so called Blue Cigar
and there on the way to the airport was Richard Rodgers' brand new award-winner. From the four
palaces housing the Picasso Museum to the Cathedral where Ferdinand and Isabel met Columbus
upon his return, everywhere, gorgeous buildings. ("Miren el edificio!") That didn,t work either.
They know Spanish.

It was a rich, visual architectural feast in both cities and I will be forever grateful to my
experience at Columns in helping elevate my awareness and deepen my appreciation of excellent
design. I've ahvays had a mindset for design; I am the kind of person who loses whole plots in movies
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as I focus instead on a beautifully designed house on the screen or an

exceptionally cool chair or exquisitely designed necklace. So my time

at Columns, immersed in design issues and exposed to great design on

a regular basis, has served me well.

This is my last issue as editor of Columns. It's been more than six

,vears and although I have enjoyed my time here immensely, it's time to move on. I will be close by as

editor of Pop City where rve will continue to coyer architecture, architects, urban design and other

issues of interest to you. (Look for a civic design microsite coming soon.)

Change is good and I n'elcome the chance to delve into other Yentures including more travel and

more buildings to enjoy.

I also welcome the chance to say thank you to so many of you who have made this an excellent

adventure. From the chapter presidents I had a chance to workwith-from David Hoglund, FAIA, Rich

DeYoung, AIA, Stephen Quick, AIA, Tom Briney, AIA and Jim Radock, AIA-to the commttnications

committee and the staff at AIA Pittsburgh, from Maya and Becky to Rachael and of course Anne

Swager, Hon. AIA. Not to mention Joe Ruesch, graphic designer. And my gem of a mom, a faithful

reader of Columns who was running out of shelf space to stash them all.

In mv flrrst column, Anne Swager suggested I talk about myself (and boy did I!). Throughout the

-vears I have spilled on a number of subjects on this page. Some of you have told me you prefer it when

I talk about my travel lvhich only spurred me on of cottrse and allowed me some nice tax deductions.

(I really thank you for that.) More importantly, throughout my time here, I have learned from you.

Working on this flrnal issue w.as an education; I might know more about Building Information

Modeling than some architects at this point. [t's fascinating stuff and if I lvere you, I'd buy the

software.

Nearly seven years ago when I first took over a black and white and well-worn magazine, design

software for architects was primitive in comparison. Today, Columns is a beautifully redesigned

fonr-color publication and there exists a softrvare system like BIM that will make your work lives so

much easier.

That,s progress. That's change in the best sense of the word. So as I leave you this month I wish

for _vou more of the same. Good progress in the right direction. And I thank you for making my life

so much richer along the rva-v. Keep in touch. El

Abover Detail from Park Guell bench
Right: Atop Casa lr.4ila

Photos by Tracy Certo



BUILDING FOR
THE FUTURE
BY JIM RADDOCK, AIA

It is a period of rapid evolution within rhe pro-
fession of architecture and the AIA. As we cele-
brate thc AIA 150, it is evident that rapid change
is upon us in many wavs, most notably in the
tools we use to design buildings and the wavs

buildings must be designed.

As I write this column from the 2007 AIA
National Convention, only three weeks after our
own Build Pittsburgh, I am happv to report that
the AIA is building for the future of the profes-

sion on both the national and local fronts, in
keeping with its mission to be "the voice of the
architectural profession and the resource for its
members in service to societ-v."

The dominant theme at this ,vear's Build
Pittsburgh was Building Information Nlodeling.
Attendance at programs like this in Pittsburgh
and nationrn,ide demonstrate that interest in the
subject is increasing, rvith good reason. Both
public and private owners are beginning to im-
plement requirements that new, projects must
utilize BIM to some extent, and the number of
owners and the extent of utilization lvill only be
increasing.

The theme of the 2007 conyention in San An-
tonio vvas "Growing Beyond Green.,'The timing
of the annual event benefited from the momen-
tum generated by February's 2010 Imperative we-
bcast. As you've undoubtedly seen in the last issue
of Columns and elsewhere, the 2010 Imperative is
a component of the 2050 Challenge, which calls
for immediate action to achieve a 5Oo/o reduction
in fossil fuel consumption in all new or renovatecl
buildings, with the ultimate goal of all construc-
tion using nr,r fossil fuel greenhouse gas-emitting
energy to operate, or being ,,carbon ncutral,', by
2050.

We architects have the opportunity to mahe a

dramatic diff'erencc now, and architects must take
the lead and embrace this call for action, which
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requires that sustainability be permanently in-
grained in our definition oI'good design. The AIA
has adopted the 2030 Challenge, and is being pro-
active as the voice ofthe professiorr w-ith regard to

this ambitious agenda. And it is working. The
A IA's support was integral to the recent adoption
of the 2050 Challenge by the U.S. Conference of
Mavors.

Both of these movements are lvith us to sta).,

and even as they prcsent challenges, they inter-
tlvine in rvays that r,r,.ill create great opportunities.
BIM is the perfect tool for the integrated design
techniques required to model, cvaluate, and pro-
duce high-perlbrmance structu res.

In order to harness the por,ver of this nelv tech-
nology, the AIA is collaborating w,ith allied pro-
fessional organizations to develop new, standards
of interoperability (the ability of softu,are and
hardlvare from multiple vendors to communicate
seamlessly-).

As the central resource for knowledge and
collaboration within the profession, the AIA is
working to facilitate and streamline the shar-
ing of this kind of developing knowledge and
experience with its membership through initia-
tives like the A IA Building Connections website
wr,vw.building-connections.info, a clearing-
house for information on the topic of interoper-
ability, and the new, user-friendly AIA search
engine, Soloso (solo source), which was demon-
strated at this year's convention and is currently
in beta-testing.

One of the primary duties of AIA pittsburgh

is to connect you, the membership, with the re-
sources of the AIA. 'l'o this end, AIA pittsburgh

is planning an upcoming membership meet-
ing, as well as smaller forums that will focus
on these and other exclting developments oc-
curring at the national level in your American
Institute of Architects. El
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AIA Pittsburgh serves 1 2 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the tocat

component of the American lnstitute
of Architects and AIA Pennsylvania.

The objective of AIA Piltsburgh is to

improve. lor sociely. the quality ol lhe
buitt environment by further raising
the standards ol architeclural educalron

trarning and practice, tostering design
excell€nce, and promoting the value
of architeclural services to the pubtic.

AIA membership is open lo ail
reqislered architects. architecturaI
interns. and a {imiled number of
professionats in supporting fietds.

THtr REGION,S COOLEST SPACES
ATID THEIR CHAMPIOI\S
The 2007 Cool Space Awards, presented by Cool Space Locator, promotes

urban revitalization bv highlighting unique workspaces in southwestern

Pennsylvania's ttrban and walkable neighborhoods.

Ten winners were recently selected. Eight winners are physical spaces,

and for the first time, two winners are communities that have embraced the

characteristics of their cool spaces to encourage economic revitalization in

their business districts.

Blacksmith Studio. before and after

The 2007 Cool Space -\trtrrd rvinners at'e:

Blacksmith Studio: A fot'mcr blacksnrith's shop in East -tlleghenl' that

unclerrrent a thrlrotrgh rehabilitation, n'itl't s'rreat equitl and creative Iinancing.

to restore the space to its original glorl . It nou-houses tuo design firms.

ThelceHouseArtistStudios: \folmerfactor',vinLa'n.rencer-illerehabilitatecl

as aflorclable studio space for artists of all disciplines. The sludios rellect

original spaces and matcritrls, inch-rding erposed brick and drtctlvork, large

rvindurrs, and erpansir-e interiors.

lmagebox Productions: A mired-use building that has recl-cled a Yacant,

blighted propert) into a fresh, contenlpol'arl space lvl'rile visuall-t' respecting

the streetscape of (larfield.

The Kingsley Association: .{n $8 rnillion cornrnrurit}- center that is Lincoln-

Larimer''s first majol de'r'elopmt'nt in decades. .{ desccndant of the settlentent

hguse movenlent, this lacilitl pror ides recreational opporttrnities fbr distressed

East I.lnd communities.

Mayor John Fetterman and the Braddock communit!: Fetternran and allies

have led a recent strrge ofinterest in Braddock, attractirtg artists and businesses

rrhile pror-icling for the basic needs of eristing residenls.

Metanoia Development and the Bellevue community: \'Ietanoia has helped tcr

bring a dir.erse eclge to IJeller-rre's business distric't.'l'enirnts include vintage

clepartment store 517521, the creative professionals collective Creative

Treel{otrse, and caf6 -\ffrrgato. Reller-ue is also home to recellt arrivals in fine

gastronom)'.
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