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DGSIHH Ma“eps By Tom Briney, AlA

Yes. Good design does matter.

This year the events of Design Pittsburgh have under-
scored how true this is for our region and our profes-
sional community. Beginning with the Gallery Crawl
exhibition on September 29", we kicked off Design Pitts-
burgh (alittle early) with a public display of the 96 sub-
missions for this year's awards competition. If you at-
tended, you were one of over 600 guests to view and
discuss the work of AIA Pittsburgh firms. (The vast
majority of the attendees were not architects.) As |
viewed the boards and mingled, what impressed me
most were the conversations | overheard from non-pro-
fessionals. Almost without exception, our “guests”
talked of the quality of the design and presentations,
the range of project types and the care and profession-
alism evident in the submissions. Some people ex-
pressed gratification that AIA Pittsburgh architects were
spawning “these kinds of positive impacts in our com-
munities.” Clearly, a number of the attendees got to ap-
preciate (for the first time) what we have been broad-
casting for years: Our design is recognized for its qual-
ity and our work represents the best aspirations to make
a difference in improving quality of life and our envi-
ronment. The value of getting this message across is
hard to measure—but it's good to let the world know
what we do!

Two weeks later at the Design Gala, we hosted over
420 people to formally begin Design Pittsburgh’s
annual Design Awards competition. Our sponsors,
membership and clients shared a highly enjoyable
evening of fellowship and discussion about the design
submissions. Here the discussions were more about
the consistent quality of the work and how we continu-
ally value the collaboration with clients and the other
professionals that make good projects happen. We all
should be gratified in how Design Pittsburgh contin-
ues to grow in participation and recognition. Its also
noteworthy that a number of our younger and emerg-
ing professionals attended the exhibit—what a great
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opportunity for them to see what AIA firms are doing
locally and beyond.

At the Design Awards Ceremony, Andrew Herdeg, AIA
from AIA San Antonio, the jury chair, emphasized a
number of times the jury’s positive comments about
the thoughtful and well-crafted submissions they re-
viewed. In my discussions with him, this will be a mes-
sage that I'm sure he will repeat next year at the con-
vention in San Antonio. And, of course, we extend our
congratulations to the award winners—peer recogni-
tion is probably the highest compliment, and this year
it'is well deserved.

Beyond the more immediate events of Design Pitts-
burgh, AlA Pittsburgh has allied itself over the past few
years with the Allegheny County Medical Society (and
recently with the Allegheny County Bar Association) to
create forums to discuss topics of concern to our pro-
fessions and region (for example: obesity and diver-
sity). While our collaboration might seem odd at first
glance, we each share a common concern for the future
of the Western Pennsylvania region and how we can
each influence public policy in creating healthier, more
vibrant and sustainable communities. As part of De-
sign Pittsburgh month, we co-hosted a radio spot with
the Allegheny County Medical Society on KQV radio—
and the message was how good design can create op-
portunities for healthy living.

As you all know it takes considerable effort for us to
get the recognition we deserve. Consider, too, the num-
bers | have quoted and the potential reach of AIA
Pittsburgh's message. At your urging, the Chapter
Board has worked diligently (and will continue) to cre-
ate the right opportunities for this to occur. Let's en-
joy this success and commit together to build on it for
the future.



