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DESTINATION

IS IT POSSIBLE TO MAKE THE NEW CASINO A DESTINATION,

AN ECONOMIC GENERATOR AND A SUSTAINABLE DESIGN?
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ENROLL IN THE COEDUCATIONAL INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE OR

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM AT CHATHAM COLLEGE

NEW INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM
r Three degrees offered:

Bochelor of lnterior Architecture (for women only)
Moster of Interior Architecture, for students with o bochelor's degree in o
discipline other thon interior design or orchiteciure

Moster of Science in lnterior Architectute, lor students with on occredited
degree in interior design or orchitecture

I Progrom emphosis on sociol responsibility and o holistic design process in which
interior design is integroted with the surrounding orchitecture

r Somple courses Include lnterior Architecture Studios, Computer Design Technol-
ogy, 20th & 2lst Century Architecture, Moteriols & Assemblies, Environment &
Behovior, Environmentol Systems, Lighting & Acoustics

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
r Pittsburgh's only londscope orchitecture progrom

I Eorn o professionol, opplied degree leoding to licensure

r Curriculum emphosizes environmentol concerns ond sustoinobility

r Somple courses include Londscope Ecology, Historic Londscope Preservotion, Soil

Science, ond Community Design of Public Londscope

r Field work ond design integrol to curriculum

MASTER OF ARTS IN LANDSCAPE STUDIES ALSO AYAILABLE

www.chothom.edu r 800-837-1290 r odmissions@chothom.edu
Chothom College r Woodlond Rood r Pittsburgh, PA 15232

READY TO CHANGE YOUR WORLD.,.

CHATHAM COLTEGE G,.,R, A,&;$r.,4},, 8 ,,, ,8, R ,O.IG.,,R A M S,
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homef ront

Alreody, tlte Las lbgas

Sonrls Corltora tion ltns

rlesigned an eloborate

$879 million plon
(tltnt's rto npo) tltlt
a,ould rcda-elop rle

Betllefiem Steel site.
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By Tracy Certo

Having spent formative years in Bethlehem, I can attest to

its many charms, not the least of which is rts excellent

macro-location: its a quick day trip to New York City as

well as New Hope, Philadelphia and the Poconos. Return-

ing with my own {amily over the years has only served to

make me appreciate the place more. Although the steel

mills have long ago shut down, new housing has sprouted

in former corn fields and the unsurpassable Wegmans

grocery store (a good barometer of economic strength in

the area) is laring well in its location close to my parents'

house. Meanwhile, the venerable Moravian Book Store,

still one of my lavorite places anywhere, is thriving.

0bviously the city is at yet another crossroads with the

possibi I ity of a casi no comp lex. But not everyone is cheer-

ing the prospect. Crtizens are torn, many of them skeptlcal

of the projected numbers and promise of revitalization, With

such a large casino complex, the impact on this small city

could be profound, they argue. How will it affect the won-

derful downtown shopping area? Complicating the matter

is the lact that the license might go to another operator

who would build in neighboring Allentown.

0n this side olthe state, we're dealinq with our own mega-

casino, which is causing consternation due to its Wal-mart

size. Daily newspaper accounts inform us of various is-

sues-the proposed ban on complimentary drinks, the

question of making more money by putting the licenses

up for auction instead ol charging a set amount. lts a big

issue wrth many concerns.

Which is why it's a comlort listening to Anne Swager, our

i rrepressi ble executive d i recto r who is co-chai r of the Pitts-

burgh Gamlng Task Force (p 6). Good to know that some-

one of her caliber is leading this bully pulpit t0 inlluence

the design-among many other factors-of the place.

N4ore than anything, Anne is arguing for a destination, as

opposed to a convenience, casino. One more along the

lines proposed in Bethlehem, instead of a big box that is

isolated and not an economic generator. She's learned a

lot from this process and now we can learn a lot from her.

Bethlehem, PA is a Gharmer

of a historic community with a lively, attractive lVain St.

shopping area where you can happily hang for an entire

afternoon, Historic stone [t4oravian buildings line down-

town streets and beyond the stone-walled river is the dor-

mant steel mill that was once the lifeblood of this town.

ln a slick brochure lilled Bringing New Life Io Sleel the

Las Vegas Sands Corporation, which has a sudden and

intense interest in the town, tells us that in Bethlehem they

made more than steel-they made history. "They helped

build the Empire State Building and the Golden Gate Bridge

and helped win two World Wars." And now in this historic

twist, Bethlehem is in the running for a casino location

designated for the Lehigh Valley. Already, the Las Vegas

Sands Corporation has designed an elaborate $879 mil-

lion plan (that's no typo) that would redevelop the

Bethlehem Steel site A brighter project, they write, begins

by respecting the past.

It's a well-done, full-color 10-page brochure with an im-

pressive layout of the plan and strong, persuasive argu-

ments about how the caslno will bring many benefits

Despite the fact that Bethlehem Steel closed years ago, the

town has been doing quite well. New Yorkers have recently

discovered the place and started scooping up property as

they moved in, choosing t0 c0mmute 75 miles or so to

Manhattan Now, according t0 my most trusted source,

my dad, new condos are going in downtown, priced up to

$700 000 and the area is booming,
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ln a recently disclosed study obtained by a local paper

(Thanks Dad), we learn why the Lehigh Valley went from

"pretender t0 c0ntender" lor casino consideration. The

study showed that a slots parlor located there would draw

from a market with an average 2007 income of nearly

$/4 000 fourth hlghest in the state. Pittsburgh's next at

$69 751
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0n the cover: MGM Grand Casino photo courtesy ol Berg

lVuirhead & Associates

While a Lehigh Valley slots parlor would generate about

$239 million a year, according to this study, a Pittsburgh

casino would bring in about $344 million. These tantaliz-

ing numbers are fueling speculation. "There is a belief that

the area is poised to explode," said Christopher Craig,

counsel to Sen. Vincent Fumo, of the Lehigh Valley.
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Contact the editor at tcerto@adelphia,net
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