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fhe Pride of CraMshl Pr
the Power of Per{xershl i

Wbstern Pennsylvan

It's a first - The Builders Guild
is an industn.-r,',ide initiatir.e

bringing management and

labor unions together n ith
a single goal; to l110ve evcr\r

construction prqect smoc-lthly

frc'rm concept t0 completion by
r,i,orking collaborativell' as the

premier provrders o[ consiruc-

tion services rn the regir'rn.
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A new way of doing business,
The Builders Guild of

The VALUE of Union Construction . . .

(cle mu"s tr crte cl, signe d, s e sl e d

of Rights is our

cLlSt()nlers reccrve

. Professional, cost-conscious

project management team

. Smart Business know-how

. The best trained most

capable rvork fcrce

. Pre-iob planning through

completion

The Builders Guild of
Western Pennsylvania,

. . . representing a r-rnified consrrltcLion

indLrstry of building trades rinir)ns,

33,000 skillecl cruftsmen. union contractors,

contrecrtor assoc ii.ttions and indr-rstr;,

professionals working together to deliver value

at every phase ol the constructron proiect.

. A diverse, drug-lree r,vork force

. Saf'e w'orkers, safe job sites, quality
perfonnance

. Service you can count on

. Bottom line dollar-for-dollar value

Building quality projects on time and
on budget.

Frnd out how'this new,and unique labor/management partnership can
help,vou get the best return on your construction investment.

Visit www.buildersguild.org to learn more, obtain a comprehensive list of contac[s
and see projects and testimonials from satisfied customers
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Inflaence is rle gttme

ond u'e conlinue to stri'i:e

ro be fiearul bt' public

ngenries, e |ecnrl offi ri o k,

?riaute client.t onr/ ys,
oen t/re public ttt /orgr.
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Rennissance oud Renntal ot
BuildPirrsburgi ... ..........6
Excerpts from Governor Tom Vilsack's keynote address on

lVarch I8

GreeningOur Sclools. . . . . .

The Art and Science of the Long View

'tlte LIBRIRY Initiatice ...... 17

ln New York's public schools, good design attracts kids

Takinu Ris[s, Cl'ealin0 lnlluence
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in addition to sponsorships, advertising and user fees. We

never had enough money to do what we wanted way back

when and we still don't. However, we remain very risk-

oriented for a small nonprofit and we usually will not let

lack of money hold us back lrom trying a really good idea.

We charge for a number of our meetings but still hold a

number of events for free and lack of attendance is still a

huge problem, Believe it 0r not attendance never seems t0

be elfected by whether or not we charge.

Naming the primary goal of AIA Pittsburgh when I started

is easy: The Board wanted to have meaningful influence

both in the public realm as well as with private clients.

There was lots of talk about the architect as l/laster Builder.

While I don't hear that term used as much these days, the

goal remains the same. lnfluence is the game and we con-

tinue to strive to be heard by public agencies, elected ofli-

cials, private clients and yes, even the public at large.

lf you were t0 ask me what our greatest achievement has

been I would say itwas where we wanted it most. We have

influence. We have a voice in many city and regional is-

sues and that v0ice grows every day. The power of archi-

tecture and the passion of architects are our aces in the

hole in the game of influence. We will always want more

and what we have will never be enough but what we have

achieved is pretty awesome. Build Pittsburgh's keynote

breakfast with two Governors and a Congressman, while

not a defin itive measure of influence, was still t0 me a very

proud (and historic) moment in our history.

I can't predict the size of the budget or where we will

be located in 201 0 or 20.l 5 but I can guess that we will

still be begging y0u t0 attend events, y0u will still sign

up at the last possible minute and we will still be try-

ing to make sure that good design is a primary ingre-

dient in our region,

I am coming up 0n a signilicant anniuersary.

ln mid-May, I will have been with the AIA longer than I

ever imagined possible. I have no intention of mentioning

how long that actually is because it would only lorever

fossilize me in your minds, Suffice it to say, I have seen a

lot. ln trying to decide whatto write for Colamnsthis month,

I couldn't resist the lure of reflecting back and thinking

forward.

I can still remember my interview for the job in Bill Bate's

conference room in what was then the Westinghouse Build-

ing. I knew when I left that the interview group intended on

hiring me although they hadn't said so. I was on cloud

nine, so much so in fact, that I tripped on the Boulevard of

the Allies skinning my knee and ripping 2 gigantic holes

in my stockings. A lot has changed since those days and a

lot has stayed the same.

When I started we were just relocating the olfice into the

CNG (now Dominion) Tower. Since our space wasn't fin-

ished I spent the first six weeks w0rking from an assort-

ment of cardboard boxes i n our landl ord s conference room.

We are on our third space now and how it looks and func-

tions remains one of the primary concerns of the Board of

Directors and members. ll lwant to stall a year's worth ol

plans all I have to do is suggest moving and everyone

casts aside every initiative to focus on space. Unlike pre-

vious spaces, the space we n0w occupy is filled with natu-

ral Iight and has a full kitchen. Much like every space we

have previously inhabited many ol you llke it and many of

you don't,

1t)
When I began, our annual budget was one seventh of what

it is today and it was derived lrom only two sources: dues

and document sales. There was no charge for member

meetings and attendance or lack thereof which was the

biggest problem. Today our revenue comes from a variety

of sources which still includes dues and document sales

News.........

Breaking Ground

Calendar......
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18

21

0n the Gover: Homewood Elernentary School by Perkins

Eastman Architects. Photo by Denmarsh Ph0t0graphy.
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AIA Piltsburgh serves l2 Western

Pefnsylvania aoutires as lfre ccal

componenl of the American

fsiitrte cf Arcnlects a.d AIA

Pennsylvanla. he 0blecl v€ 0t AIA

Pittsburgh is l0 improve, for sociely.

the qual*y 0f lhe bullt envkofmenl by

furlher raising the standards ol

archltectural education, tiainlng

and praclce; lostering design

excellencei and pomoling lhe

vaiu€ of architectural seruices 1o

the public. AIA membership is

open to all register.ad architects

architeclural intems, and a lirnited

number of prolessionals ln

supporting fields.

AIA Piltsburgh

945 Liberly Avenue, Loft #3

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Tetephoner 41 2/47 1 -9548

FAX:4121471-9501

Chapter Ofiicers
Stephen L. 0!ick, AlA, ftesident

Tom Briney. AlA, ]sl VP

Jim Radock. AlA, 2nd VP

ftebecca Henn, AlA, Secretary

Chip Desmone, AlA, Treasurer

Anne J. Swage[ Hon. AlA,

Executive Director

Tom Briney, AlA, called it a "watetshed"

event for AIA Pittsburgh and I couldn't agree more.

from the top

By Stephen Auick, AIA

portunity t,vas ripe t0 use the keynote breakfast, with two

governors and many local leaders and the press present,

t0 convey our Chapter's commitment to achieving more

I vable communities lhroughout ou.region.

I had the opportunity t0 give the keynote breaklast's 0pen-

ing remarks and used the occasion to convey that com-

mitment:

"You all know that architects design buildings, but you

may nol know that architects also design communities.

Architects bring to the table the knowledge and inventive-

ness t0 create place. Architects do this all the time. The

design and visioning, that architects do on a daily basis,

can become community assets and add value. Architects

help to define and create value. Good design attracts busi-

nesses and new residents. Good design contributes t0

strong and healthy communities

"Place-making and creating value mean a number of thlngs.

Economic growth is stimulated by creating desirable envi-

ronments. Livable communities are synonymous with a

higher quality ol life and amenities and attract the re-

sources-the human capital-that now drives our

econ0my. Prosperity results from increased livability For-

ward looking cities embrace these ideals. As cities and

regions compete with 0ne another, Iivability and amenities

become even more important because livable communi-

ties are now expected.

In recognition 0f this cultural change throughout the coun-

try, AIA Pittsburgh is redirecting our collective energy t0

making this regions communities even better lvlore liv-

able. More healthy. lVore safe. [More environmentally re-

sponsive, [t4ore sustainable. l\4ore enjoyable. And even

more beautiful.

"AlA Pittsburgh is committed to helping this happen. AIA

Pittsburgh intends to celebrate the opportunities this com-

munity has generously shared with us by reaching 0ut even

further to be of assistance as we move this reoi0n f0rward.

0ur commitment is to pledge to help our local communi-

ties on issues and vision. We are in the midst of defining

th js volunteer eff ort-it could be anything lrom advisory

r0les t0 architect-led initiatives and projects. What I want

leadinU lhe Fulu]'s o[ otll' Cilie$

Columns Staff
Tracy Cedo Editor

[,,taya Haptas Coordinator

Joseph Buesch. An Director

Editoiial Board
gqben J. Bailey, AIA

Ihomas Bfney A A

Fishman. AIA

G. Zei mar, AIA

COLUI\,4NS rs published ten t mes a

year by. and primarily fol members

ol AIA Pifisburgh, A Chapter of 1l$

American lnstitute 0l Architecls.

Preierence may be glver to the

selection ol works, articles.

opinions, l6tters, elc. ol members

for plblicatiof Howeve( in the

interesl 0flurthering the goals oi

the Chapl€r, as slaled monlhly at

the top ol the masthead and in the

mgnrberchip diectory, COLUI\4NS

will publlsh the names of and

properly credit non-members,

whether as participants in the

design of works submitted by a

mernber, or as designers ol their

own work. or as aulhors ol art cles,

opinion or letters.

0pinions express{id by editors and

contributors are not necessarily

thoseof AlAPifisburgh The

Chapler has made every

reasonabli effort to provide

accurate and authoritative

ihlormation. but assumes no

liability lor the conlents

For informalion aboul AIA Piltsburgh,

AlA Middle PA and the Northwesl PA

Chapte( call 1 -888-308-9099.

0nlinei wuw.aiapgh.org

email: inf@aiapgh.org

As a result of tle Builrl
P itts burgi co n fere n rc, I
feel confident t/tot

arc/titetts in tle Pitts-

burgh region nre acticely

sought by our politica/

leaderslip anrl looletl to

for lelping -ret futurz
agendas.

This years Build Pittsburgh conference firmly established

our organization and our members as signilicant players

in the future of our region. The message was clear from

tt,vo governors, backed by numer0us political and local

leaders at our keynote event and reiterated throughout the

seminars Both lowa Governor Tom Vilsack and 0ur own

Governor Ed Rendell cited the significant and

unique role architects play in creating livable com-

munities by providing vision, design and planning

and both acknowledged how important architects

are t0 the political process. 0f all the profession-

als, architects are best suited to help lead the fu-

ture of our cities and regions, they suggested.

Kate Schwennsen, FAIA, president-elect of AlA,

couldn't have been more complimentary about AIA

Pittsburghs leadership in many of the lnstitute's

programs and our willingness to pioneer new ini-

tiatives. And local leaders in several of our semi-

nars encouraged us t0 take an active role in new

local and regional activities. I can't tell you how

many of our community leaders and conference at-

tendees have approached me since the event to

praise the Build Pittsburgh evenI and their appre-

ciation for our hosting Governor Vilsack, As a re-

sult of the two-day conlerence, I feel confident that archi-

tects in the Pittsburgh region are actively sought by our

poiitical leadership and looked to for helping set luture

agendas.

ln that regard, a few members led by Ed Shriver, AIA of

Strada have started discussing our Chapters participation

in the AlAs Sesquicentennial-the 150t' anniversary of

the AIA- celebration "Blueprint for America." All chap-

ters have been asked to embark on a catalytic project that

will havea lasting impacton their local region AtAIA Pitts-

burgh, we are already discussing a number 0f ideas, from

a livable communities advocacy effort to archltect-led

projects that would have a broad public appeal. While we

hadn't reached any recommendations for the Chapter to

consider by the time of Build Pittsburgh, we felt the op-

Alan L.

Dona d
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