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PERFECT SUIvI[/ER READING: The Perfect Houseand Home by Desiqn
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ATAIOP's 2003 Award Winning Proiects

BEST MIXED USE

The Waterfront
The Waterfront Partners LLC

Meacham & Apel Architects

SPECULATIVE BUILDING
200 Cranberry Business Park
Abstract Properties Company

WTW Architects

CONTINENTAL BUILDING SYSTEN'IS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR I CONSTRUCTION MANAGER

OFFICE I RETAIL I HEALTHCARE I RESTAURANTS
MAN UFACTU RING I WAREHOUSE/DISTRIBUTION

INTERIORiEXTERIOR RENOVATION

Gall Traci McGavitt Yates at 4L2.464.8933 to get results on your next
construction proiect, or visit www.continental-buildingsystems.com.
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BUILD T0 SUIT (Interior)
M ichael Bal<er Corporate Headquarters

The Elmhurst Group
Baker & Associates
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A Report l,'ron lJtri/r/ l'it-;ltut'g/t

Home By Design .

Highlights from Sarah Susanka's Pittsburgh lecture

.lrr'fiipt.t''[rv[. . .

The Biltmore Estate and Asheville, NC

History o-f tie Lotrunu Coutn'
Court/touse.
The winner ol the National City essay contest

News.........

Breaking Ground

Calendar......

Dossier.......

0n the cover. The lVaster P an of Point State Park by

Pressley Landscape Architects.

A Foundalion lor 0ood 0esi0n

Columns July,/August 2OO4 3

By Tracy Certo

nity values, offered AIA Pittsburgh President Dan

Rothschild, AlA, who has been writing an excellent series

of columns on these issues in this magazine (see page 4).

Education is key, said others, including mentoring high

school students as future leaders and programs such as

ACE menloring, Carnegie IVellon's Architecture for Kids

and Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation's Ar-

chitecture in Schools.

Someone suggested the idea that Riverlife lask Forces

standard ol desiqn could push the agenda forward with its

broad-based principles.

Related to Alan Weiskopf s comment about health safety

and welfare, one point that wasn't raised (at least in this

sessi0n) was the idea of green building pushing the value

of good design. And where else to do this but in the green-

est city of all? (We're still #1 , reports the Green Building

Alliance, with Sacramento, California a close #2.)

Tying into green building and the Heinz Endowments,

Teresa Heinz Kerry is giving Pittsburgh a nice boost with

all the campaign publicity she has engendered, 0n20120

during a Barbara Walters rnterview, they showed a gor-

geous shot of the convention center followed by another

impressive photo of the Water Walk as they noted Pitts-

burgh as the greenest city in the country, thanks in large

part t0 [/rs. Heinz. The New York l/,?es trumpeted the

success ol the Ft Pitt barrier bridge project in its recent

and lengthy article on l\,iirs. Heinz, crediting AIA Pittsburgh.

And other malor newspapers and magazines are weighing

in, (view them at www.johnkerrv.com) praising our archi-

tecture and the greenrng of our city. Thats one powerlul

way to advance good design.

ln herwonderful new book Home by Design,Sarah Susanka

(p. B) 01 the Not So Big House book, argues that g00d

architectural design is every bit as imp0rtant as good nu-

trition. "Both are good medicine for our physical and spiri-

tual wel l-being, and a lack ol either one can cause a myriad

of unnecessary maladres." What better argument to ad-

vance good design as a community value?

PetfectSantntcr Rrar/ing ...... 16
Larry Slater reviews lhe Perlect House: A Journey with the

Renaissance Master Andrea Palladioby Witold Rybczynski

At Build Pittsburgh in April,

l\4ary Navarro, senior program officer at the Heinz Endow,

ments, posed a challenqe to architects in her seminar: how

is it possible to advance good design so its embraced by

a whole community? Ihe problem, she said, is that good

design is n0t the c0mmunity value it needs to be ls there

a city in the country where this is true? she asked.

No one came forward with an answer t0 that question but

there was another relevant 0ne underlying it: is there any

other city in the country where a major foundation is help-

ing to lead the charge in its civic design?

Its highly unusual for a foundation to participate in design

matters. When she wenl t0 a recent national loundation

conference, Navarro was the only prooram olficer in the

room involved in design issues of any kind, Yet here in

Pittsburgh, she is leading the charge for the Endowments

Civic Design lnitiative, which she presented at Build Pitts-

burgh, and she is serving as the co-chair of the desion

committee of Riverlife Task Force. Which makes this cily

very fortunate.

Since the initiative is unprecedented, Navarro said they

don't have models. And while her loundation can lump-

start an initiative, in this case civic design, it cannot sus-

tain it long-term. "l look to you for guidelines," she told

those present and the seminar soon morphed into a fo-

rum for dlscussing a variety of design issues, primarily

how architects can serve to helghten awareness of good

design.

It/any suggestions were raised. Alan Weiskopf, AIA made

the point that the m0st important c0mponent t0 health,

safety and wellare concerns is the element of design, That

connection, he said, is the major step to policymakers

embracing the value of design.

0ther suggestions included involvement in zonino boards

and planning commissions where architects can play a

key role in the process. (Peters Twp., it rlvas noted, has a

full-time planning director.) Get a seat at the table. Get

elected, Serve on a community board-all solid sugges-

tions. Grassroots AIA and livability issues, which are in

the forefront for architects now, need to be made commu-
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AIA Pittsburgh seryes 12 Weslern

Pennsylvania counlies as the local

component oi the ABrerican

lnstitute of Arclrilects and AIA

Pennsylvania. The objectrve ot AIA

Pillsburgh is 10 improve, for sociely

the qualily oi the built envimnrnenl by

iurther raising the standards o1

architectural education, training

and practice, fosterlng design

excelience; and promoting lhe

value ol arcniteclural seruices to

the pubiic. AIA membership is

open to all registered archd€cls,

architectural inlerns, and a lirnited

nurnber ol professronals rn

suppoding lie ds

AIA Pitrsburgh

945 Liberty Avenue, Loft #3

Pifisburgh, PA 15222

Telephone: 412/471-9548

FAX: 4121471-s501

Ofticers
President

lsl VP

Ar1 Direclor

AIA Chair

Ba ley. AIA

Thomas Briney AIA

'Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Donald G. Zeilman, AIA

COLUMNS is published len limes a

year by, and primarily for, members

of AIA Pittsburgh, A Chapter oi the

Afirerican lnstitule oi Architects.

Prelerence may be given to the

selection ol wo*s, alticles,

opinions, letters, elc. oi members

lor publication. Howevet in the

interest of iudhering the goals ol

the Chaptet as staled monlhly at

lhe iop ol the masthead and in the

membership directory COLUMNS

will publish ihe names of and

properly credit non-members,

wheiher as participants in the

design of works submmed by a

. member, or as designers of lherr

own wor(. or as aulhors of anicles,

opinion or.letters,

opinrons.,^xpressed by editors and

dofiribulors ap rct 
'recessarily'.thqse olAlA fittsburgh, The

. 0hapleirhasmade evety

reasonahe eito( lq provide

.accrlale and..auihotitalive .

inlormation, but aii$umes no

tiabilily lor tl'le contef ts.

Fgr inlormation about.AlA Piltsburgh,

AIA Middle PA and the NortlMesl PA

Chapter, call 1 -88f"3,08-9099.

06line:.!rwv!ialapgh.org

email: in{o@aiapgh.org

Tle AIA is a ploce

a/tere rnentbcn utn

come togetltT; uyot enc/t

other's compon\', /rurn

from eaclt orfiet; onrl

band togetlrr to

accom p li.rlt tl i n g.t t'r
cannot do o/7tt(.

OUR ITIWARD GOMMUI{IIY

l(nowledge

0ur AIA community is slrengthened when archi-

tects come together t0 increase 0ur knowledge base.

Last month's messag" described the positive edu-

cati0nal benefits to those who attended 0ur annua

Build Pittsburgh c0nference. The power of ihis col-

ectlve energy was als0 very ev dent f0r th0se wh0

trave ed t0 Chrcago ast month for 0ur nationa r0nven-

t on. Whether it is large nationa gather ngs, 0r 0ur m0rth y

loca membership meet ngs, the comblnat 0n 0f educati0n

and fe owship is a centra part 0f our purpose, one that

c0ntr butes t0 0ur sense of be onging to a commun ty.

Advocacy

When we engage in advocacy that directly relates t0 0ur

pr0fessi0nal practice, \'Ve strengthen 0ur AIA c0mmunity.

Last month I traveled to Harrisburq with several AIA Pitts-

burgh Board members for the annual "Architect's Day," to

play an active role in pending governmental legisiation af-

fecting our professi0n and 0ur c0mmunities: Green Build-

i ng Incentives, Transit Revitalization lnvestment Districts,

and Historic Preservation Tax lncentives. A portion ofyour

dues to AIA Pennsylvania helps to fund a lobbyist who

provides support for these efforts. Past President ol AIA

Pittsburgh, Rich DeYoung, AlA, now chairman of the AIA

PA Political Action Committee (PAC), gave a presentati0n

on the status of our contributions to the campaigns of sup-

portive le0islators, Please visit AIA Pennsylvania's website

www.aiaoa.oro to learn more about Architect's Day and to

make a contribution to our AIA PA PAC.

from the top

Ilivercity

0ur AIA community can only be strong, however, if it re-

f lects the greater c0mmunity. Sadly, the demographics of

the architecture professi0n are not reflective of the diverse

society that vve serve. The AIA approved a resoluti0n at

this year's convention to strengthen the demographic di-

versity of our prolession, particularly in career advance-

ment for minorities and women. The AIA will collaborate

with related organizations and support research initiatives

and ongoing data collection to better understand who en-

ters and succeeds in the pro{ession and why.

OUR OUIWARD COMMUI{IIY

Knowledge

The AlAs outward reach t0 the greater community helps to

build the knowledge base of [hose partners who partici-

pate in creating a positive built environment At AIA Pitts-

burgh this is evidenced by our successful Design Pitts-

burgh activities, such as the public display of over 1 00

presentation b0ards at our Design Pittsburgh Ga a, the

Carneg e lVuseum, and the lobby of the USX Iower that

educate the public about great design The "Architects'

Saturday" lours during Design Pittsburgh are oflen the first

o lnpse that would-be architects have of a profess onal

ofl ce 0ur pub c meet ngs th s year included the so d out

screenin0 of 'lVy Arch tect' and the ecture of Sarah

Susanka, AIA author of The Not So Brg House.

Advocacy

0ur responsibilily to help the community find its collective

voice through advocacy also strengthens the AlA 0n the

local level, we recently joined with the Riverlife Task Force

to challenge the Final Environmental lmpact Statement for

the IM0n Fayette Expressway 0n the state level, AIA mem-

bers recently participated with the Department of Education

on how to i mprove the del ivery of publ ic schools i n our state.

This multiJaceted report that addresses selecti0n process,

fees, design benchmarking, and construction delivery op-

tions will make the state more eflective in delivering quality

educational envlronments t0 our children.

The AIA is a place where members can come together, en-

joy each othels company, learn from each other, and band

togetherto accomplish things we cannot do alone. We know

that the sense of belonging is a primal emotion. As archi-

tects, we understand that the power of place reintorces this

sense. The AIA is that place for architects, a place where

we share a common culture, language, and passion.

Tllt AIA BRAlllIl: Comlllllllily ByDanRo,hsch, AA

The AIA Brand Study,

which describes three piilars that support our organiza-

tion, continues as the focus of my messages this year. Pre-

vious columns focused on Advocacy and Knowledge; this

one will connect those themes to Community.

Our sense 0f community extends both inward and

outward. 0ur inward locus creates an organization

that ce ebrates a sense of community. Opportuni-

ties abound for arch itects to connect with each other

locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally.

It is the power of th is col lective to ach ieve that which

we cannot achieve individually. This purpose natu-

rally extends outward, since architecture is the most

public of all art {orms.

lB cot rrr,, p,inted on recycted paper


