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DEKLEWA Respected Builder, Valued Construction Leader, Trusted Partner
_ CONSTRU('IIoN SERVICIS

Leader.

Builder.
Program Management

Site Selection

Feasibility Study

Pre-construction

Pqrtner.
Site Work

Demolition

Concrete

Carpentry

Drywall & Acoustic

Ceneral Contracting

Construction Management

Design-build

Estimating/budgeting

Value Engineering

loHN DEKLEWA & SON' 
'NC.1273 Washington Pike. P.O. Box 158. Bridgeville, PA 15O17

Tel: 41 2-257-9OOO . Fax'. 41 2-257-4486 . www.deklewa.com

Building Excellence with Superior Service Since '1918
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built hinself, which had once seemed s0 nagnificent t0

hin, with its four inposing stortes, the arched windows

crowned with cornices and keystones, the dark stained

hardwood paneling that nade the lobby so inexplicably

inposing, now seened like the product of too nuch ef-

fort. He thought it initative, an expression of a failed at-

tenpt to beautify."

Makes you wonder what would he think of the building

now that it's a department store. ln the same book, I was

lolted by this gem about Carnegie, upon moving to New

York with his mother: "Carnegie liked New York. He liked

the lack of heavy industry, the fact that mills and plants

and factories did not clutter the landscape but had been

consigned t0 l0cati0ns elsewhere." Holy sulfurous haze,

such ironyl

The book, by Kathleen Cambor, focuses on the events lead-

ing up to the devastating flood, which occurred on [/emo-

rial Day. 0nce the water burst through the dam at the South

Fork Hunting and Fishing Club, it took an hour for it to

reach Johnstown.

During that line, "A black mist, 'a death nist' as it was

later called, hovered over it as it collected barbed wire,

loconotives, railroad tracks, pulverized frane houses, keys

and hobbyhorses, window glass, factory boilers, luel. At

splts where the valley narrowed, the water wall grew to

seventy feet, and nore than once it blocked itself. A debris

dan forned, and the killing wave paused, briefly, as if to

reconstitute itself, as if accunulating force for its nove-

nent forward."

There's more, just as intense. 0ur local history is fasci-

nating and always makes for interesting reading. In this

issue we locus on preserving history-the good parts,

that is-from understanding historic designations t0 fea-

tures of some award winning restorati0ns. Pittsburgh is

rich in historic buildings in all its urban areas, Much work

is being done and there's still much more to do. In Erie,

which we spotlight here, urban renewal in the late 50's

destroyed many of the downtown buildings. That makes

all the restoration projects, some of which we feature,

that much more valuable.

ln the meantime, summer is approaching so if you're look-

ing for some good books, I recommend the two mentioned

here. Happy reading.

By coincidence, the two books l've been

reading while working on this preservati0n issue mention

Pittsburgh ol o/d. The first is a minor but vivid passage in

the compelJing book, A Beautiful Mind Author Sylvia Nasar

describes the city as John Nash arrives lrom rural Bluefield,

West Virginia to attend Carnegie Tech in 1945:

"With its snelters, power plants, polluted rivers, and ubiq-

uitous slag heaps, Pittsburgh was a city of violent strikes

and frequent floods. So dense was the sullurous haze that

engulfed its downtown that travelers often nistook norn-

ing lor nidnight. The Carnegie lnstitute of Technology,

perched halfway up Squirrel Hill, hardly escaped the in-

lerno. The ivory-colored brick of its buildings-designed,

0r s0 students satd, t0 serve as factlnes should Andrew

Carnegie's school fail-were glazed yellow black lts walk-

ways were gritty with soot particles the size of pebbles. lts

students were forced, before a lecture was half over, to brush

the cinders lron their lecture notes, Even at high noan rn

nidsunner, one could stare directly at the sun without

bl inking.

At that time, Carnegie Tech president Robert Doherty "had

seized the opportunities created by wartime to turn the

engineering school into a real university," writes Nasar.

In addition, c0rporate giants like Westinghouse gave

scholarships to lure talented students to CT. A sidenote

here: The year Nash entered the school he was in very

good company, with an extremely bright and prominent

group of mathematicians-as wellas a local artist named

Andy Warhol. Durin0 his studies at what would later be-

come Carnegie lt/ellon University, Nash originated his

game theory.

Another good read, ln Sunlight ln A Beautilul Garden, ts

an acc0unt of the Johnstown Fl00d 0f lBB9. Fictional

characters and situations are mixed in with nonJiction

and legends such as Henry Clay Frick, Andrew Ir,4ellon

and Andrew ("Put all your eggs in one basket then watch

the basket") Carnegie. Throughout this highly descrip-

tlve and captivating book, we get s0me delicious insight

into these men.

To wit: When Andrew Mellon was 25, he returned from a

trip to Europe to I Mellon and Sons Bank on Smithfield

St. with a new eye, an eye accustomed to the chic city of

Paris. " He had seen how sunlight could nake roofs shin-

ner. The bank building which his father had designed and
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