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CONTINENTAL BUILDING SYSTEMS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR ffi CONSTRUCTION MANAGER

COMMERCIAL OFFICE W RETAIL B WAREHOUSE/DISTRIBUTION
HEALTHCARE M INTERIOR/EXTERIOR RENOVATION W RESTAURANTS

call Traci McGavitt-Yates at 412.464.8933 to get results
on your next construction proiect, or visit

wvyw. continental-buildingsystems. com.
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nol. Turns out the stringer had a bit of a drinking problem

and there we were talking to her over a few beers in a North

Side bar. Who knew?

Allthis leads to the following: Normally I don't ask people

to do something I wouldn't do but l'm about t0. Because

even though I am wary of reporters and the media, one

upshot has been the extra care I take when writing about

others. lf s0me0ne doesn't want his or her name used, I

don't use it. lf someone says something they regret and

asks rne not to print it, I don't. l'm not perfect but I am

careful This is a trade magazine, after all, and its about

you and your profession And quite simply, we'd like to

hear more from you. So l'm dusting off the welcome mat.

Case in point: We can thank Kelly Baker of lVizrahi Design

Associates for this months' article on corporate identity

and Web sites She c0ntacted us a few months ago and

asked il we would be interested in the topic as it relates to

archltectural lirms. I liked the idea and as it turns out, s0

did the communications committee. We added a few names

to the list of graphic design firms to talk to, and another

article was off and running (rather, the editor was off and

running with another article).

We appreciate your ideas and we act on many of them,

And we publicize upcoming features in Columns so you

have the chance to contribute and you're not surprised when

the article appears. The m0re y0u contribute, the better

Columns will be That goes lor Breaking Ground items

and photos, too. (We love photos, especially well-

composed, well-lit ones.)

lf you make an effortto contribute, I in turn will do my best

to make you look good At the very least, I promise never

t0 write an obituary and ment on you in the flrst sentence.

That would be the makings of a very bad day.

C0ntact the editor at tcerto@adelphia.net

A lew years ago the maior paper in town

ran an obituary feature of our beloved school crossing

guard. The reporter called me abou[ the story and I told

her a few anecdotes about this wonderful man. 0nce when

I was having a bad day, I told her, Ed said he wasn't used

t0 me not smiling and would I please cheer up? That's the

kind of guy he was. But please, I requested the reporter,

leave my name out of it. I gave her other names to call and

we ended the conversation. So when the obit appeared in

print the next day I was mortified to read the very first line:

Tracy Certo was having a bad day.

lalmost fell off my chair. With a first line like that, the

second line should have read: ln fact, she died. Whose

obit was it, anyway?

Meanwhile, thatvery day I wentto Ed's funeral where I met

his wife. She asked me my name s0 I spoke my f irst name

clearly and mumbled my last one. Pressed to repeat it, I

cringed when she instantly recognized it (0h the girl

having a bad dayl)

As it turns out, she was grateful for the article which, after

the first gooly story about me, was a nice tribute to a special

guy. Even so, alter that incident, I vowed never again to

talk to the media.

11

Sound strange coming from a reporter? lt's not the lirst

mishap I had. Once in Los Angeles I appeared on CNN

with my then year-old-son in a backpack. The subject was

pesticides and my presence with my toddler was requested

by the political group I was working with. Sure enough,

the camera zoomed i n on us when the tal k turned to chi ld ren

and just then my son looked right at the cameraman and

uttered loud and clear, "Daddyl" The cameraman thought

that was hilarious and yes, they aired it, Nationwide.
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Another time I was interviewed, major paper, along with

my husband, about couples paying for their own weddings

I was quoted as saying, "because we paid for our own

wedding, we {elt obligated t0 talk t0 0ur guests." I kid you

0n the cover Web site images designed by lVizrahi

Design Associates; The Blue Rider Design Group; Terri

Wolfe; and Wall-to-Wall Studios, lnc
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AIA Pittsburgh seryes 12 Western

Penns)lvania counlies as lhe local

component of the American

lnslitute of Archilects and AIA

Pennsylvania. The objective ofAlA

Pittsburgh is to improve, for society

the quality ol the built environment by

iudher raising the standards of

architeclurai education, lraining

and practicei loslering design

excellence: and prcmoting lhe

value of architeclural services to

the public. AIA membership is

open to all registered architects

architoctural inlerns, and a limlted

numbef of professionals 1n

supporting lields.

AIA Piitsburgh

21 1 Ninth Street

Pittsburgh, PA 152
Telephone: 412/471-9548

FAX: 41?471-9501

Chapt€r Officers
Jonalhan W Shimm, AlA, President

Bichard DeYoung, AlA, lsl VP

Daniei K. Bothscilild, AIA 2nd VP

Deborah Rouse, AlA, Treasurer

Elmer B. Burger lll, AlA, Secretary

Anne J Swageli Hon. AlA,

Executive Direcior

Columns Staff
Tracy Cerlo. Editor

Joseph Huesch, Art Director

Joan Kubancek, Coordinator

Edatorial Board
David J. vater AlA, chair

Robe(J. Eailey, AIA

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Eileen l\4. Kinney-Mallin,

Professional Aftiliate

Daniel K. Rothschild, AIA

Donald G. Zeilman, AIA

CoLUMNS is published ten times a

year by, and primarily fot members

ofAIA Pittsburgh, A Chapler o{ the

American lnstiiute of Architects.

Preference may be given lo the

selection of works, articles,

opinionq letiers, etc. of members

lor publication. Howeve( in lhe

interest ol furthering the goals 0f

the Chapter, as stated monthly at

the lop oi lhe masthead and in flre

membershjp directory, CoLUMNS

will publish the names of and

properly credit non-members,

whether as partichants in the

design oi works submitted by a

member, or as designers ol their

own work, or as authors of a(icles,

opinion or letlers.

opiniorc expressed by editors and

contributors are not necessarily

ihose of AIA Pittsburgh. The

Chapter l')as made every

reasonable efio( to provide

accurate and authoritelive

inlormatioo, bul assumes no

liability for the contenls.

For informalion about AIA Pittsbuqh,

AIA [,,lidd]e PA and the Northwest PA

Chapter call 1-888-30&9099.

0nline: wryw.aiapgh.org

email: aiapgh@stargate.net.
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[o Io You ol' tur Yuu?

l've been doing a lot ol thinking about politics,
politicians and public policy of late. Some of this is due to

my annual trip to Washington DC to lobby Congress about

issues near and dear to architects'hearts. Some of this is

because I went to AIA Pennsylvania's Annual Archltect's

Day to do the same. But mostly, it is because for

the Iirst time a government action, passage of Gov-

ernor Schweiker's proposed budget, could drasti-

cally alfect the quality of my familys life.

At ten days of age, my youngest child Ellen had a

life threatening viral inlection. She iived due to the

miraculous efforts of Children's Hospital. 0ur health

insu rance pol icy covered the whole bi I I for the three-

In the political rtreno, week stay, which exceeded my gross yearly salary.

loa cafi eitier laee tlte We knew she had sustained some brain damage,

goaernment do I1JpU or but it is difficult t0 measure such things in an in-

fuuou. Monry lelps lant and so we waited. By nine months ol age, it

maie a dffirence. was clear Ellen needed more intervention and we

quickly put her into physical therapy, speech therapy

and occupational therapy. She is now six years old. She

has made incredible progress but still has a long way to

go before she can ever be measured head-to-head with a

typ ical ly develop i ng chi ld. Her therapists love her because

they see a child for whom therapy makes a tremendous

dilference. They expect that because ol her intelligence,

tenaciousness and determination, she might completely

overcome the brain damage that resulted from her illness.

No one can be sure, but you can bet that Bill and l, as her

parents, want nothing less for her. To achieve this, Bill takes

Ellen to the Childrens lnstitute for five therapy sessions a

week. She also takes therapeutic horse back riding which

substitutes for a physical therapy session, and a therapeu-

tic dance class. 0ur health insurance covers 36 therapy

sessions a year. By the end of each February, we have no

more coverage for therapy.

This is due to an acti0n the state t00k some time back which

limited the liability of insurance companies and thus, the

cost to employers who provide health insurance. The state

agreed to allow the health insurance companres to sign a

contract with you for a specific level of service. 0f course,

from the top

by Anne Swager, Hon. AIA

th is i mp I ies that you have the choice to opt for (i n my case)

more therapy coverage if you so choose. You don't. The

health insurance companies cover "get well" care, n0t l0ng-

term rehabilrtative care. The state does cover children like

Ellen under lVedical Assistance as a back up to our pri-

mary insurance. This is fortunate because Ellens monthly

therapy bill, excluding dance and horseback riding (which

we pay for out of pocket), is $3 400 With the economic

downturn, the state is reconsidering the tr/edical Assis-

tance Program. As I sit writing this, the proposal on the

table is to have parents pay their own bills if their income

exceeds $100,000 a year. At this juncture, we don't have a

problem. 0ur income level is signif icantly below $100,000

because my husband does not work so he can get Ellen to

therapy But if the measure passes, what he can and can-

not do will be largely affected by the income limit. Even at

$1 00 000 a year, we can't afford $3,400 a month.

I wrote two checks in the past month, one to national AlAs

ArchiPAC and one to AIA PAs PAC ln the political arena,

you can either have the government d0 t0 you or for you.

[/oney helps make a diflerence. When an uncontested c0n-

gressional race can cost $1.5 million, it is not hard to see

why politicians need money to keep their jobs and why

those who provide it have access. Another option is to be

compelling In some way: Funding for children with dis-

abi I ities they d idn't create compared to fu nd i ng for a crotch-

ety old man who developed lung cancer by choosing to

smoke. lf you are standing for reelection which one would

you rather kiss?

While I find design and the practice ol architecture to be of

utmost imp0rtance, lthink a lot of politicians could easily

be swayed towards other priorities. lt is even more impor-

tant that y0u think about writing a check to one or both of

these p0litical action committees, Giving only when a

really hot issue (like sales tax on professional services) is

in the face of a politician is akin to not supporting your fire

department during their annual fund drive. lf you don't, it

is unlikely they wil I be there when you need them. As crass

as it may feel, your name is much more easily remem-

bered when it has been seen as a signature on a check.

on recycled paper
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news

Volkswagen Pedal Pitlsburgh - City on a 8ol/, will be held

Sunday, lVay 19. Designed for all ages and riding abili-

ties, the event offers a Iun, educational bicycle tour through

Pittsburgh neighborhoods. No matter which course you

select, you'll enjoy a great ride, gain a new perspective on

Pittsburgh neighborhoods and see that Pittsburgh is truly

a City on a Roll.

The ride wil I showcase design highlights from Pittsburgh's

recent renaissance. PNC Park, the convention center, an

expanding network of riverfront trails, redevelopment of

former industrial sites and innovative neighborhood ini-

tiatives are contributing to a renewed sense of excitement

and enhancing Pittsburgh as a world-class city. These

highlights and others, will be featured along course op-

tions of 15-, 25- 35- 50- and 60-miles to accommodate

everyone from the weekend cyclist and families to the hard-

core f itness enthusiast.

The event, which has attracted more than

12,000 participants since it's creation in

1 994, nas grown to be one of the region's

premier cycling events.

For those registering by lVay 1, the entry

fees are $20 for individuals, and $45 for lami-

lies (parents riding with children under the

age of 18). 0n-line registration is available by

visiting www.pedalpittsburgh.org. For addi-

tional i nformation, cal I the event hotl i ne at (41 2)

232-35 45 or e-mai I i nf o@pedal p ittsburgh.o rg.

Volkswagen Pedal Pittsburgh benefits the

Community Design Center of Pittsburgh (CDCP)

a non-prolit organization that helps t0 strengthen

Pittsburgh and its neighborhoods through invest-

ments in planning and design. The CDCP provides

Columns l\,/lay 2OO2 5

grants, technical assistance and educational pro-

grams that help homeowners and communities un-

derstand and effectively use professional architec-

ture and planning services.

Peddle (sic) Pitlshur,Uh

To ride or volunteer, call the Event Hotline at (412) 232-3545 or visit www.pedalpittsbargh.org.

tallinuwaler: lttlorl( Cmlinues

The $11 million restoration of Fallingwater is well under-

way: the strengthening ol the main level of Fallingwater is

now complete. with no broken glass to report. As expected,

the main level lifted about 1/2 inch and the temporary shor-

ing is no longer supporting the building. ln addition, the

historic cracks 0n the master terrace are now gone. Look-

lng pleased with the progress is John ti4atteo (lrom

Silmans office), Jason Hughes (from VSL) and Bob Silman,

and lVario Suarez (post-tensioning expert).

Fallingwater opened as planned in March with work con-

tinuing. VSL was scheduled to complete some crack re-

pair and install carbon fiber rods over the historic cracks

t0 prevent any further pulling up. Then work will begin

running mechanicals through the living room and rein-

stalling the subfloor and stone floor, and the built-in fur-

nishings, For more information or to schedule tours, call

724-329-8501.

@*-

i
i

g

W-

- 
i'i-t 

t

a

4

\ E:.]E


