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Maura ltit tie nail on

tlte head atlten sle said
tlere oren't tol tfianl
people ?Ditlt tie z;ision

and t/te creatizti4t to get

tlings done rigit in a

communi4t.

Giug a litllB Bil ,, Tracyce,o

columns January / Fer)ruary 2OO2 3

death, the rising of the sun, the setting of the sun. They

mined gems for money and their most outstanding attribute

was thelr happiness. These were joyful folk with dance plat-

forms in the middle of parks and, in case of rain, dance

halls.

Several architects, including Jim Kopriva, AIA and Art

Ruprecht, AIA gave up their lunch hours lor weeks to help

these budding architects build a model of their island vil-

lage. I don't know what impressed me more: the students

with their enthuslasm and bright ideas or the busy archi-

tects who found the time to guide them. How much did the

kids learn? Plenty, With limited resources they designed

and built a model of society after much reflection on what

the society needed Ior a comfortable (and very happy) ex-

istence.

In this issue, we honor those who contribute on a volun-

teer basis - t0 0ur local schools and community, our

state and our country or another country. Thei r work makes

a dillerence.

Where to start? lf I could, allow me to start with the group

who meet the first Friday of every month at the AIA offices

f or the communications committee, Here's where the ideas

lor Columns Magazine Iorm and take shape. Without them,

Columns lt/agazine wouldn't be what it is today. So lrom

this thankful editor, I honor the following who give gener-

ously of their time and ideas: Bob Balley, AlA, Alan

Fishman, AlA, Eileen Kinney-l\4allin, Prof. Affiliate, Dan

Rothschild, AlA, David Vater, AIA and Donald Zeilman, AlA.

Not to mention all the other architects who volunteer lor

AIA committees and posts. We teature quite a few archi-

tects in this article to give a sample of whats going on out

there, knowing Iull well there are many more who go un-

mentioned.

ln writing this, I realized how day after day, I had one nice

conversation with an architect after another 0l course.

Those who are generous with their time and energy are

really nice people, as Ed lr/einert, AIA said to me. llind

them inspiring. I hope you do, too.
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As olten happens when writing articles,

I'm interviewing someone on one subject and they bring

up another which grabs me. While talking about her role

as a volunteer, IVaura Guttman, AIA mentioned how much

she had learned being on the lnlrastructure Committee for

the New ldea Factory, About raw sewage, for instance and

how much is dumped in the rivers that no one knows about.

And how it will take up t0 three billion dollars - yes,

three bi llion - to rebui ld the sewer system, As she talked,

I thought, now theres a story.

Ihe previous day I was talking to Henry Hanson, AIA about

his role in CELP - Central European Linkages Project

- and he told me about the translormation that occurs

when people participate in community process for the first

time. He mentioned the green space that occupies terri-

t0ry between three buildings in Prague and how compli-

cated it was for al I parties to c0 I laborate t0 get th i ngs done

right, But they did and in the process, they learned a great

deal. 0nce again I thought, n0w there's a story.

The point is, there are plenty of stories out there about

architects making a difference in our world. Maura hit the

nai I on the head when she said there aren't too many people

with the vision and the creativity to get things done right in

a community. But architects, who possess those very at-

tributes in abundance, can do this and that's why we're

focused on their efforts in this issue.
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The article was something we had talked before g/1 1; ob-

viously, afterwards the whole idea of community work and

helping your neighbors t00k 0n greater and deeper sig-

nificance. lts worthwhile mentioning that n0ne of the ar

chitects featured here called me. lnstead, others told me

about them and I made the calls.

A few years ago I was recruited to help a group of students

interested in architecture at Lincoln Elementary School in

Itilt. Lebanon. lt was for an innovative and hands-on pro-

gram called Journeys that a sawy friend had started. The

idea was to bring professionals into the classroom to help

these kids learn from the best. IVy Oroup, the Rikki Tikki

Tacos (a takeoff ol Rudyard Kipling), was a primitive is-

land society that celebrated, well, everything: a birth, a

6

....4
.,'5

17,19

...21

...LJ

0n the coyer: Children learn early about community pro-

cess in the Czech Republic as they participate in decisions

and designs for shared green space. Photo by Henry

Hanson.
Email Tracy Certo at tcerto@adelphia.net.
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AIA Pittsburgh serues 12 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the local

component of the American

lnstitute of Architects and AIA

Pennsylvania. The oblective of AIA

Pittsburgh is lo improve, for society

lhe quality oflhe built envionmenl by

ludher ralsing the standards of

archilectural education, training

and practice; fostering design

excelience; and prcmoting the

value of archilectural seryicesto

the public. AIA membership is

open to al{ regislered archilects,

architeclural intems, and a limited

numbel oi professionals in

supporiing lields
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COLUMNS is published ten times a

year by, and primarily for, members

of AIA Pitlsburgh, A Chapter oi the

American institute 0f Architecls.

Prelerence may be given to the

selection oi works, adicles,

opinions, letlers, etc. ol members

{or publicalion. Howevei in the

interest ol fufihering lhe goals of

the Chapter, as slaled monlhly al

the top of the maslhead and in tl're

nremberst]ip direclory, COLUMNS

will publish the fiames of and

properly credit non-members,

whether as participants in the

design oi works submitted by a

mernbet or as designers of lheir

own work, or as authors of adicles,

opinion or letlers.

0pinions expressed by edihrs and

conttibuhs are not necessarily

those of AIA Pittsbulgh, The

Chapter has made every

reasonable elforl to provide

accuEle and authoritattro

information, but assumes no

liability for the contents.

For iniormation aboul AIA Pittsburgh,
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Volunteering is a great

energt force. Wtile it
tahes time, en€lg ond

commitnzent to oo/unteer,

in return y6u gal a graild
opportilniy to lenrn.

I come by my volunteer career honestly.

It is in my genes. tt/y mother spent many years totally in-

volved in church activities and my dad was the "civi de-

fense" coordinator for our town. He took it very seri0usly,

eventually serving on town council and proposing a bomb

shelter thatwould also double as a community cen-

ter under the village green. At the time, this all

seemed like a g00d idea to me, but then I was busy

crouching under my school desk whenever the

town s sirens blared signifying a possible nuclear

attack. lVy dad was successful in getting a bond

issue passed to fund the proposed village green

desecration but an ensuing court battle which pit-

ted neighbor against neighbor overturned the vote.

ln retrospect, the town made a g00d decisi0n even

if the process was quite painf ul, as my own family's

silence on the issue certainly indicates. Given all

this, you might think my father retired to the side-

lines to lick his wounds and sulk. That did not hap-

pen. After several terms 0n the town council, he

from the top

by Anne J. Swager, Hon. AIA

college major in economics and my background in bank-

ing proved perfect for the task of understanding revitaliza-

tion strategies. However, when it came to the politics of

convincing everyone to go along with your ideas and how

to actually getthings done I had a lot to learn and I am still

learning. That first volunteer position turned into a job,

but my involvement didn't end when I left the job blood-

ied, bruised and somewhatwiserfive years later. I am still

there.

With a full time job, a husband, children and pets, why

continue? I certainly don't need another night out a week.

I have found that there are lots of reasons t0 sign on the

dotted line. First and foremost are the people you meet.

Volunteers are optimists, forward thinkers, and interest-

ing. Volunteers are c0mmitted t0 what they are doing.

It/eeting goals with a group of committed doers is always

a satisfying feeling. You get to learn in the most effective

way possible. Doing always beats just listening. Finally,

believe it or not, volunteering reduces my sense of job

burnout. Even my liie can feel pretty routlne and boring,

especially when I have lots to do. Volunteering always

brings a new angle and a new excitement.

Besides the obvious pluses volunteering brings to your

own lile, it can also greatly help your prolession. Like any

other profession, architecture and architects are subject

to a number of preconceived notions, I have watched those

notions get smashed over and over again lrom my perch

on the tr4t. Lebanon Planning Board. Letting people see

you in action is a tremendous way to underscore the prob-

lem solving capacity of architects.

Volunteering is a great energy force. While it takes time,

energy and commitment to volunteer, in return you get a

grand opportunity to learn Learning is a great fuel and for

me the reason to keep saying yes t0 the next volunteer

opportu n ity,

A New AnUle and llleul [xcilemenl

retired to serve on the volunteer ambulance ser-

vice. Nowsafelyensconced in rural lVaine, both my mother

and father remain totally involved in the church, library,

and local land conservation group to name just a lew. Again

n0t c0ntent t0 sideline quarterback, they are more often in

leadership positions although they both leave the politick-

ing to others.

I have to confess that my first volunteer job in lVt. Leba-

n0n grew Out 0i my c0nvicti0n that I had t0 get 0ut 0l the

house. As adorable as Betsy (nowage 22) was as a child,

staying at home was not my forte. While Betsy may not

have realized it at the time, the beoinning of my volunteer

career lead t0 much better mothering from me and the in-

troduction of Rita, our ageless babysitter. Rita still loves

nothing better than to get down on the floor and play cards,

pickup sticks, Candyland and every other game that I de-

test. Meanwhile I happily and innocently jumped into revi-

talizing the central business district of lt/t. Lebanon. lVly

llll co,rrr. u o,inreo on recycteo paper
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SEMIl{AB TRACI(S I1{GLUDE:

. New Technolooy

. Bus ness lvlanagement

o Preservation and Sustainability

. Emerging Trends

. Design and Planning

Exhibitor Hall, Socials,

Networking opportunities and abundant

CES/AIA LU Credits

Watch for more information coming via

snail mail, emial and through Columns.

Sponsorerl by AIA Pittsburgh

TRI-IH Tnistale

Reuional C

Welcome ilew, Adventurous and Glohe.Trotting Members
(We sugest you fto,o meet.)

AIA PITTSBURGH WELCOMES:

Scott G. Myatich, Assoc. AIA of JSA Architects, lnc. The Miami Uni-

versily of 0hio grad is shown here scaling the icy Swiss Alps during a Euro-

pean trip through the schools Honor program to study architecture. Scott's

goal is to become a practicing architect with an ecological design/build phi-

losophy. Hobbies include furnrture design and constructi0n, lacrosse, and. as

you can see, the outdoors. In addition to scaling mountains, Scott also loves to

camp, hike and ski.

Jellrey leon, Assoc. AIA of Strada tuchitecture t.L.C. A graduate of

Carneg e Mellon University ('01), Jeffreys goals are to gain diversified experi-

ence before licensure and to locus on good design and greener solutions. past

projects include residential work, home renovations, community planning and

protolypes for a bank, restaurant/bar. c0rp0rate interior and stadium, Interests

Myatich

include organized sp0rts, athletics and outdoor pursuits as well as social events such as happy hours and activities with

hisalmamater(specificallyhisfraternity). FromBoston,MA,JeffreyservedoneyearastheAlAsnationaldirectorforthe

Northeast Quadrant Currentlyheisthepresident of hislraternitychapteralumnic0rp0rati0n.Hehasstudiedinltalytwice.
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Colunns welcones your

ideas and suggesttons

Malch

I The Business of Architecture:

Marketing Your Firm

I Security by Design: The Local Angle

April

I The Business of Architecture

I The Challenge of Designing 0verseas

To contribute to an issue or

to submit a story idea,

please contact the editor at

4121563-7173

or emai I tcerto@adel ph ia.net.

CNMUNS'ION INCONPORAIED

OfTering more than thirty years
ofexperience in:

r frlarkedng of architectural firms

o Writing, design and printing of'brochures

. Implernentation of public relarions programs

o Design of eff.ectir.e internet u,ebsites

. Video and dynamic presentations

. Architectural and product photography

For d nrt ol,liqnti,rt cralualiott o.f'r/tutr

rt q t t i r t' t t t t: r t l, r, (\, t t I d c I L' h u c k S /., rt r t r,.

Phone: 412.978.6847

l-ax: 412.343.3589

Il-muil: CShane8678@)aol.com
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