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Greation of "Design Pittsburgh" to connect our

profession to the Gommunity it serues:

. lnstallation of a two-week exhibit of design award sub-

missions at The Carnegie.

. Establishment of the People's Choice Award sponsored

by Columbia Gas (700 votes cast in 1999)

. Creation of a 24-page suppl enenllo The Busrness Tines

highlighling all design submtssions to the buslness com-

munity.

. Re-establrshment o1 Architect's Saturday: a tour of local

firm offices with a focus for college and high school stu-

dents (250 attendees in 2000).

. Creatron of the "Gala" event at The Carnegie tryhere at-

tendance has grown over three years to 500.

Establishment ol a Revenue Subcommittee ol the

Board to assist in enhancing non'dues revenue:

. i!4ember dues only pay 32% of the total annual budget.

Design Pittsburgh has increased revenue from $9,000 in

1 997 to $l 1 0,000 in 2000

. Coordinatlon of AIA sponsored membership meetings,

advertising (Columns) and Design Pittsburgh events.

0ur prolession greets the new millennium

with unparalleled opportunity. The national economic boom

challenges Pittsburgh firms to balance growth and finan-

cial success with new technology, stalf development and

envi ronmental stewardship. These opportunities have cre-

ated new challenges for AIA Pittsburgh to focus its efforts

as new regional development, expanded membership ser-

vices and increased visibility of our profession have put

pressure 0n already limited revenue and stall resources

Like many organizations, AIA Pittsburgh holds an annual

strategic planning process to establish long-range and

short-term goals. 0ur activities over the past three years

have been guided by a focused effort to:

L Raise awareness o{ AIA Architects and the role of de-

sign in the community.

2 Increase non-dues retlenues to enhance member ser-

vices.

3. lnvolve AIA Pittsburgh architects as "players" in the pub-

lic arenas.

These goals have led t0 the establ ishment of new programs

and services to reach our membership and the commu-

nity.

by l David Hoglund, FAIA

lnvolvement of AIA Pittsburgh in !ocal public lead'

ership:

. Successful inclusion of AIA architects on the Conven-

tion Center Design Commission.

. Partnership with the Riverlife Task Force on creation of

their BFP as well as leadership by both AIA Pittsburgh and

AIA architects

. lnclusion of AIA architects on Pittsburgh City Planning

Commission

o Participation with Jim Roddey's New ldea Factory by

AIA Executive Director, Anne Swager

lluiluring the selection ol architects thtough ap'

propriate use ol qualilications:

. Establishmenl of "Request for Proposal" on AIA Pitts-

burgh Website (www aiapgh.org) with support in prepar-

ing flFPs

. Support of qualilications based selection

. Lobbying against House Bill No 1029 to defeat "The

Cookie Cutter" school proposal

lncrease member panicipati0n in AIA Pittsburgh

events:

. Recru tment of 55 ambassadors from over 47 lirms for

Desiqn Prttsburgh.

. lncrease firms entering annual design awards (growth

f rom 25 firms in 1999 to 40 in 2000)

The Board of AIA Pittsburgh believes that these ef{orts have

increased visibility and enthusiasm among 0ur member-

ship and the community. While we have met many of our

strateoic goals, there is much left to do and many new

initratives yet to be implemented. This spring we will hold

a "tttlayor's Council on City Design". lVodeled after a Na-

tional AIA pr0gram, we will be the f irst AIA regional com-

ponent t0 bring a workshop of achieving good design to

the {Vayor and his key staff as well as representation from

the c0unty This is a significant partnering opportunity tor

the AIA Pittsburgh and the leaders of City and County Gov-

ernment AlA Pittsburgh is also partnering with other local

development organizations to establish a "Real Estate

Council" modeled a{ter Dallas, Texas which not only has

created development opportunity, but has created a foun-

dation to lund neighborhood based development. These

initiatives wil I take time and resources and wil I be the t0pic

of our 2001 Long Range Planning Sessions . ...we would

appreciatehearingyour ideasand comments. Letusknow!

6

11

,t

.5

17

21

23

0n the cover: Detail Citation of lVerit: Rakow Research

Library Corning ly'luseum olGlass, 0rnamental Stair Firm:

Bohlin Cywinski Jackson Photo by Steve D Chaitow

Columns December 2OOO 3

F
P



AIA Pittsburgh serves 12 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the local

component ol the American

lnsltute ol Architects and AIA

Pennsyivania. The objective of AIA

Pittsburgh is t0 irnprove, for society,

the qualily of the built environment by

further raising the standards ol

architectural educalion, training

and practice; lostering design

excellence; and prornoting the

value of architectural services to

tl're public AIA membership is

open to all regisiered architects,

archilectural inlems, and a limiled

number ol prolessionals in

supporting fields.

AIA Piltsburgh

21 1 Ninlir Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Telephone: 4t 2/471 -9548

FAX:412/471-9501

Chapter Officers
J David Hoglund, FAIA, President

Paul B. Ostergaard, AlA, lst VP

Jonathan W Shimm, AlA. 2nd VP

Charles Delisio, AlA, Secretary

Alan J. Culeri AIA Treasurer

Anne J. Swaqel Hon AlA,

Executive Director

Columns Staff
Tracy Certo Editor

Joseph Buesch, Ad Director

Joan Kubancek, Coordiratcr

Editorial Board
David J. Vater, AlA, Chair

Roben J Baiey, AiA

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Erleen M.Kinney Prolessronal Afliliate

Daniel K. Bolhschild, AIA

Donald G. Zeilman AtA

COLUMNS is published ton times a

year by, and primarjly fot members

of AIA Pjttsburgh, A Chapter of the

American lnslitute oi Archiiects.

PretereBce may be given to the

seleclion of works, articles,

opinions. letters etc. of members

for publication. However, in the

inlerest of lunhering the goals of

the chapte( as stated monthly at

the top ol the masthead and in the

membership directory, CoLU[4NS

will publish the names of and

properly credit non-members,

whelher as padicipants in the

design oi works submitted by a

membe{. or as designers of ther

own work, $ as authors ol a(icles,

opinion or lellers.

Opinions expressed by editors and

conlribulors are nol necessarily

those oiAlA Pittsburgh The

Chapter has made every

reasonable eflort to provide

accurale and aulhoritative

inlormation, bul assumes no

liability {or the conlents.

For inlormation aboul AIA Pittsburgh,

AIA [4iddle PA and the Nonhwesl PA

Chapter cail 1 -888-308,9099.

0nliner ww.aiapgh.org

email: aiapgh@stargate.nel.

When Ellen, age 4, was ill in Maine
earlier this fall, lfound myself unable to do much more

than read trash beach magazines, For a couple days, she

was sick en0ugh t0 need alm0st c0nstant attention and by

the time she was on the road t0 recovery, I was burned out.

People nagazine was the perfect antidote. I found myself

fascinated wlth an issue that reviewed all of the t\Iiss

America winners from the beginning of the contest.

Naturally they were all stili beautiful as if the rav-

ages of time had left them pretty much untouched.

It left me wondering if there is ongoing scholarship

money I0r occasional plastic surgery touch ups, I

I expected them t0 be nore crirical 0f the [/iss
' America contesr. lnstead, they were mostly p0sitive

"The most preoalent about the opportunities they had been able to take

complaint is t/tnt t/te advantage 0f because they had won, I came away a

aw;aruls contesl is litfle less jaded.

actually a pfi o tograpil,

cvnt€st. You are rigltt. 
Like many competitions' our Design Awards pro-r,is, i"ilJ;ffi:li'ff1;:ilT:[:1ff[1
year, I heard that the jury spokesperson did not speak

long enough. Since I earn the biggest bucks, it is my job

to explain why we do what we do while accepting and en-

couraging your ongoing feedback,

lhe most prevalent complaint is that the awards contest is

actually a photography contest. You are right. lt ls. But

without a jury with unlimited time t0 visit 98 projects and

a budget the size 0f the gross national debt to fly the jury

all over the country, this won't change soon. Even on the

national level, only the finalists are actually visited by the

jury, Perhaps it falls into a more Iavorable context, if you

remember that photography contests work both ways. I

never understood why Louis Kahn s Ft. W0rth Art [/useum

was such a big hit until I visited. The pictures didn't do it

for me but the real thing blew me away. Artful photography

can hide llaws but even afful photography cannot always

translate what is best experienced in person.

from the top

by Anne l. Swager. Hon AIA

The other evening, one of my good architect friends gave

me his sho(ened version of why the Design Awards needs

to be more than a beaulycontest. I don't disagree with his

premise that basically Design Awards fall short of explain-

ing why good design is qood business and that some-

times we give awards to bulldings that clients hate. This

year, we worked long and hard to get additional media cov-

erage which would favor the good design is good busi-

ness angle. Along with unprecedented print media sup-

port, Bill Flanagan very generously featured two award-

winning projects on his Sunday morning news leature.

Naturally, l,ve'll try f0r even m0re coverage throughout the

year and next year as wel l. l've thought long and hard about

the other criticism: awards to projects that the client hates

and the inherent beauty contest nature of what we do. per-

haps we should add client statements to the binder re-

quirements but I'm not sure they are really necessary.

ln a world populated by look-a-like highway interchanges

and interchangeable malls and big box stores, perhaps it

is wholly appropriate that someone still celebrate beauty.

Why not us? After all, at least in Pennsylvania archjtects

des gn all of those ug ly K- Marts and Wal-tr/arts and Sam s

Clubs. By default, the whole profession suffers in the eyes

of the public because of the poor planning that allows the

profusion of such ugliness. Clearly, these blights are not

the prolession's fault and indeed, many of you have dedi-

cated many non-billable hours to trying to reverse such

calamities. So...why not celebrate when you can add

beauty and livabillty to the places we live, work and play?

Not all of the award winning projects will necessarily age

well. But like lt/iss America, some will fare well with fur-

ther surgery and some not as well. Lets hope that in the

end they survive and the ubiquitous bio boxes are replaced

by more award winners,

The [tllis$ Alnerica taclol'

I cr,rrr.,. ,,rnled on recycted paper
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Desiun Aulal'd Jtlror$' Bius

This yeais jury chair, ALEX I(RIEGEB, FAIA,is founding principal of Chan Krieger & Associates and Professor and

Chairman of the Depa(ment of Urban Planning and Design at the Harvard Graduate School. He has taught architecture and

urban design there since 1978 As an architect, planner, author and teacher, N4r. Krieger is nationally recognized as an

authority on the evolution of urban settlements. He is currently working with the Riverlile Task Force to develop a compel-

ling vision for Pittsburgh's riverfront,

Bot{ilEIIE BltEY, FAIA is principal ol Ronnette Biley Architect, an up and coming New York architecture and intertor

design firm located at the top of the Empire State Building. lVs. Riley worked with Philip Johnson for 8 years before

running her own firm the past 1 4 years. She has received numerous awards and currently serves on AIA National's Steering

Committee on Design.

WEtut{GTot{ REITER, AlA, is principal of Urban lnstruments, Inc. located in Newton. l\4assachusetts. His f irm provides

architectural and urban design for museum, residential and urban planning prolects. A prolessor 01 architecture at l\,41T, lVr

Reiter is currently working with Alex Krieger and the Riverlife Task Force.

Iot.l.ection
Tracy lVleyers of

The Helnz

Architectural

Center is in fact

the ASS0CIATE

curator and not

the assistant as

referred to in the

November issue

ol Columns.Ihe

edilor ol Colunns (who is new but thats n0

excuse) regrets the error, especially since she was

so impressed with lt/s, IVeyers and enioyed

ASS0CIATING with her, (Nevertheless, it was a

cool photo of her, wasn't it?)

on-site follow-up service are just a felt' highlights of our extcnsive program.

We also offer a Kolbe & Kolbe House Tour, where you and your client may visit area

residences featuring Kolbe & Kolbe Windows and Doors. This gives the client an

excellent opportunity ro vierv these fine products as they look in finished applications.

Lorenzi
BUILDII{G PRODUCT

CENTERS

\\' \\' \\'. I o r e n z i I u m b e r. c o n'r

protluct information, free plan take-off anc{

'Wirsl'rirrgton, PA 724-227-6100
I-?0. Exit 6 ' 1600 Jef{erson A'e.

McMtrrray, PA 724-941-4800
Rt.19 South ' Donaldson's Crossroads

Wexford, PA 724-933-3220
Perrv Hrvy. (Rt.19) ' across {rorn Wright

The Lorenzi Company is proudly

celebrating it's 25th year of consistently

offering a superior level of architectural

service. Our attcntion to detail, expert
ln thc lolling pastoral hills of

Tuscany, Casella off'ers lteatrtiful
t\\() tn(l lhlcc lretlrrrorrr unils

carelully restored ancl r.rpclatecl witl'r
nrodern bethrooms and kitchens.

Weekll, rentals start at ji1100.

For rlore intbrn-ration,
contact Tfacy Cefto at:

tcerto@adelphia.net or
(4r2) 563-7173

other Tuscany uillas auailable

trxperience the audrentic ralan lifestgle
'in an l8th Centurg villa in Tuscang"
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Kolbe & Kolbe
Premium Quality Windows

and Doors for all
architechrral applications


