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rs All0ttltR txAMpLt 0F J0Ht{ 0it(Lt}lA & sor{s g0 yiARs 0r

sl0fty 80,000 s0IJARi r00I oFflrt atjtL0tt{6 }l1ltcll ttAIURts A

t{tilr [{slJLATt0 MTIAL Ar{0 0LAs5 pAt{tts, tlAs tnt[It0 til 0t{Ly I M0t{ills 8y 0fl(Ltt{A c0t{IRAcI0Rs. ll'$IALLAItoil 0r

' 'l 0tl $[ tilTnAilct L0B[I, lflll[fl fllsEs A ru[L IilRfE sT0nt$ m r08M Iflt $t0ilAIURE AIR|IJM, t{AS 0ErTU fiAil0lt0 0y

. IIt AOOIIIOff IO IllE TORMAI. UIttIil ITSIALLAIIOI{ }lAs A IOMPO$III MTIAL [E[[ IIIIIRMN rLOOR SYSITM TIIAI.

ACCoMM00ATES ELtCIf;llAL At{0 0ATA 0lslRtst,lt0il As t{tl[ As Tflt A[0lJsIt[AL [fiilil0$ B0f,0tRtB 0t RA0IA]ti pAilEL$;

AI I}lt PERIMEItfl OF IAC}I TLOOR. TlII IAIIOPItO Y{ALI(YIAY SllELITRS IMPLOYIIS AIIO VISIIORS FROM

TIIE ELIMIIIT AilO LIAOS IO IllE MAII{ I}{TRAIIII LOOBY I{ITII IT5 IIIIMUIL}

S]iAPEO SIEIL SIAIR}{AY ARE TllT FII{I5IIIIIG IOUCIITS. IO tTARt{ MORE ABOUI

Ilil$ PfoJt[I 0fl ron A ltrAtLE0 Ar{Austs 0F y0tlR spEctflc r{Et0s,

[0ilIACI 00il [EMpSEy, PRt$l0EtI AI 25i-9000.
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To be an entreprcneur is

n ltelong to t/te enter-

prise lteart and sou/,

24171365.

Iil THIS ISSUE

Aluminum
A portfolio of projects incorporating the silvery metallic

element.

AlutninumattheCornegie ..... 10
A series of exhibitions exploring the dynamic impact of

aluminum on design.

Columns October 2OOO 3

Ilte lllil$o long Goil-Bye by Cheryl Towers

Paul Simon gaue us lifty ways to leave a lover

and David Letterman the top ten reasons for doing just about anything, For my part, I have a short good-bye

and thanks to all of you for making my three plus years as the editor ol Columns such an enjoyable tenure, and

lust one reason for my departure,

6

I'm sorry (sort of) that I never did a dossier - if I had, you would know my favorlte architecl (Al Yankovich -
B Arch Cal Poly '81), favorite number (42) and lavorlte sport (windsurfing). But I didnt, so you don't. 0r, I

could tell you that I'm leaving to work on the Duke2000 presldential campaign, but that wouldn't be true I

could even say it's all been a dream, like The Bob Newhat Show(nol true, either), or that l'm aboutto be

abducted by allens (not true, but entirely possible, knowing the company I keep)

The truth is that l've been a member of the entrepreneurial class lor some time now, co{ounding and preparing

for the launch of a multi-media publishing and e-commerce venture. lt's everything I thought it would be:

interestrng, challenging and a whole lot ol lun. l'm stressed, sleep deprived, and twitchy, but love the process ol

creating something new and watching my ideas about the business take hold.

There aren't enough hours in the day to do what has to be done, and that is the #1 reason that I'm turning over

the reins t0 a new editor - to be an entrepreneur is to belong to the enterprise heart and soul,2417 1365.

Consequently, Tracy Certo will be on board starting with the November issue. Some ol you may already be

familiarwilhherwork-herwritinghasbeenteaturedin Mt.LebanonMagazine,and shehasintervieweda

number ol architects l0r stories. Shes even gone through a house remodeling, a probable requirement lor any

editor. Anne, Joan and I have promised her that you'll be your usual enthusiastlc and forthcoming selves, so

you are lorewarned.

Again, thank you for everythrng, and, as I've already told one architect, I hope I don't have to build a new house

in order to keep in touch with you. A new corporate headquarters might be okay, though. .will call il we go lP0.

Cheryl can be reached at CRTowers@stargate.net, and Tracy at tcerto@adelphia.net.
De.rign Aooru/s Lead Juror.
Alex Krieger, FAIA
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AIA Piltsburgh serves 12 Weslern

Pennsylvania counties as the local

component of the American

lnstilute of Architecis and AIA

Pennsylvania. The oblective of AIA

Pittsburgh isto improve, lor sociery

the quality of the built envircnmenl by

further raising the slandads of

architectural education, training

and practice; fostering design

exceilence and pmmoling the

value of archilectural seruices to

the public. AIA membership is

open lo all registered architects.

architectural inlems. and a limited

number ol proiessionals in

supporling lields.

AIA Pittsburgh

211 Ninth Street

Pinsburgh, PA 15222

Telephone: 41?471-9548

FqJ..41447t95A1

Chapter Officers
J. David Hoglund, FAIA, Presidenl

Pau B.Ostergaard, AlA, lstVP

Jonathan W Shimm, AIA 2nd VP

Charles DeLisio, AlA, Secretary

Alan J. Culeri. AlA. Ireasurer

AnneJ Swager,Hon.AlA,

Executive Director

Columns Staff
Cheryl R. lbwers. Editor

Joseph Fuesch. Ad Director

Joan Kubancek. Coordinalor

Editorial Board
David J. Vatet AlA, Charr

Robert J. Bailey, AIA

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Eileen l\,,1.Kinney, Proiessionai Aflilrate

Donald G. Zeilman, AIA

CoLU[4NS rs published ten times a

year by, and primarily lot members

of AIA Pifisburgh, A Chapter ol the

American lnstitute ol Architects.

Preference may be given to the

seleclion ol works, aticles

oplnions, lellers, etc. of members

for publicalion. Howevel in the

inlerest o{ furthering the goals oi

the Chapler, as staied monthly at

lhe lop ot the masthead and ln lhe

membership directory, C0LU[,4NS

will publish the names of and

properiy credit nonflembers,

whether as pafiicipan8 in the

design oi vYorks submitled by a

member, or as designers oi lheir

own work, or as authors o{ anicles

opinion or lelters.

Opinions expres$ed by edilors and

conlributors are not necessarily

those of AIA Pitlsburgh. The

Chapler has made every

reasonable eltort lo provlde

accurate and aulhoritalive

iniormation, but assurnes no

liability for lhe contents.

For information about AIA Pittsburgh,

AIA lvliddle PA and the Northwesl PA

Chapte[ call'] -888-308-9099.

Online: m.aiapgh.org

emailr aiapgh@stargate.nel.

,l[y personrr/ trt(tills to

y ou, Cier'.1' /, .fn r .1, 
o u r

calm, meo.tutzr/

adaice....

l'll never forget my interview lor

the job as Executive Director ol AIA Pittsburgh. I was terri-

bly nervousand abitoverwhelmed Alteraboutthreeques-

tions, I knew I had the job, The questions ended and I was

told what I would have to do when I became Executive

Director All ot it sounded great until I was told that I would

have to write a monthly column for the magazine. I

nodded assuredly while fireworks of doubt went off

in my head. (l'm a numbers person. I know nothing

about design much less architecture, What will I

say?) I Ieft the r00m and exited the Westinghouse

Building feeling completely euphoric, I knew l'd

I nailed the job. Then I tripped over the curb ripped
I

I my stockings and skinned both my knees. Emoar-

rassed beyond words, I picked myself up, put on

my game face and reminded myself that even easy

tasks like walking had their challenges.

I sent my f irstwriting attempt to my lriend lVatt Smith

allf'e Post-Gazette. He faxed it back with the word

"constipated" scrawled across the top. lVany torn up al
tempts later, I was done. I can't specif ically remember what

I wrote but I do know I tried to tell you who I was s0 you

would give me time to learn the job and prove myself, I

guess it worked because this is my 751h column in my I0+

year tenure. Some things haven't changed. I still consider

mysell more of a numbers person than a writer. l'm still

always explaining what I do and why I do it and my enthu-

siasm for what you do still remains very high. Colunns

has grown and become more sophisticated but the prod-

uct is still substantially the same

However, ten years is a long time to grow. Cheryl Towers

has done a wonderful, faithful and timely job with Col-

umns in her 3+ year tenure. She brought tremendous or-

ganization t0 the process tempered with incredible patience

for the Executive Director who never turned in her piece on

time. I wish her the very best in the dotcom world and

hope she wil I occasi0nal ly Iill us in on the world of knowl-

edge workers, entrepreneurs and I P0 s. My personal thanks

to you, Cheryl, for your calm, measured advice when you

from the top

by Anne l. Swager, Hon. AIA

heard my harried voice demanding "what do I do now?"

You've always been a safe haven whenever I felt besieged.

I know your anchoring has kept me from inllicting Iarge

wounds on my own psyche.

I couldn't believe my luck when I met Tracy Ce(o and she

actually agreed to take on the job as edtlor ol Colunns.

lVany of you know her and she didn't run the other way.

She obviously doesn't believe the myth about architects

being overly demanding. I've reinforced this with several

sessions on your strong points. I haven't been so lucky

with the "procrastinat0r" ar0ument. I think she'd al-

ready heard ab0ut me when I tried to float the idea that

you were n0 worse than lam. Tracy is a territic writer

with a real love lor architecture and things architec-

tural. She brings some fresh ideas and new perspec-

tives, With any luck, she'll let me slide until the last

possible minute (like Cheryl always did)

This month's issue exemplifies one of the more positive

changes in Pittsburgh's architectural arena. Cooperation

and collaboration between AIA Pittsburgh, the Heinz Ar-

chitectural Center and CIVUs School of Architecture is at

an all time high. ln a small city with a small design com-

munity, we can't afford to be fractured, Pushing each others

events and building events 0l our own from the synergy is

the only way to go We stiil battle the problem of late no-

tice 0n events proving that good communication still re-

ally is an art but we are getting better ln future issues, we

plan to expand the comparisons between what we do and

what other chapters across the country are doing. Perhaps

not as rigorous as benchmarking, it will be an effort t0 put

our efforts into a broader context.

You will see changes in Colunns over the upcoming

months bul one constant remains. We need your input and

feedback. Without it, we operate in an ineflective vacuum,

Please let us hear from you and please return Tracy's phone

calls. She's under deadline.

A $easolt lor Chanue

I ,rrrrru onnted on recycted paper
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