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"AlA Pit.rltatgh ffits
enoltle orrlirerfi fo nole
design arcessilt/e to a

a,irle ttudienw."

I]I IHIS ISSUE

Wtter.. ........6
A portfolio 0f projects inspired by and incorporating water

Elech'onic Explsure.t. ...'.... lZ
The new e-world brings dilferent kind of e-problems.

News ........
Breaking Ground

Calendat......
Dossier ......

0n the cover: Aquarium, Pitlsburgh Zoo and Aquarium,

Indovina Architects. Photo by Joan Kubancek.

[00kin[ forward lo Desiun Pillshuruh

Over the past lew years, AIA Pittsburgh

has established an annual tradition that raises the profile

oi architects in the region. No longer satisfied with ano-

nymity and the perception ol being an "old boys club", two

years ag0 the AIA created Design Pittsburgh, a series of

events held each 0ctober that celebrates what we do as

des i gners.

AIA Pittsburgh's elforts enable archilects to make design

accessible to a wide audience. Design Pittsburgh offers

something for everyone. High school kids and curious folks

interested in how architects work will tour architects' of-

fices on Architects'Saturday. The general public will enjoy

the work of talented artists among 0ur ranks who will ex-

hibit their impressions 0f Pittsburgh in "Pittsburgh L00k-

ing Up", a show at the AIA Pittsburgh Gal ery. Visitors to

the Carnegie lMuseum of Art will see each entry in this

year's AIA Pittsburgh Design Awards, and even be able to

vote on their pick lor the Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania's

Peoples Choice Award.

At "The Gala", architects, interns, allied members and cli-

ents will enjoy a great party held at the Carnegie Museum

of Art's Hall of Architecture (This year, we are expecting

more than 400 guests - it's a party you don'twantto miss!)

And then there is the AIA Pittsburgh Design Awards Cer-

emony, the culminating event at which a nationally recog-

nized juror determines outstanding achievements in de-

sign in the Plttsburgh region. Each year, rn0re allied pro-

fessionals including landscape architects, interior design-

ers, graphic and product designers are taking notice of the

AIA's focus on the merits of good design. Each yeat the

focus on design broadens t0 embrace these other disci-

plines. For example, this year the AIA Pittsburgh Design

Awards will leature a new award category that honors an

0utstandi ng architectural detai l, Th is category wi I I consider

iurnishings and iixtures as well as architectural compo-

nents, allowing AIA Pittsburgh t0 recognize the broad cre-

ativity ol architects and reward collaborations with other

des igners.

Many people are involved in Design Pittsburgh, either as

volunteers offering to help organize the events, as partici-

pants choosing to take advantage ol the fellowship, awards

program and great parties, or as supporters helping to de-

fray the costs with generous contributions. We have only

come part of the way. More support is needed.

Whether your firm is small or large, you can participate.

Offer gala tickets to staff architects and intern architects in

by Paul 1stergaard, AIA

order to encourage the younger members of the profes-

sion to join these efforts and form the basis for the next

generation of AIA leaders Participate in theAIA Pittsburgh

Design Awards by entering your work. Finally, invite your

clients and contractors to share with you in the celebration

of their investments and hard work.

Pittsburgh is increasingly recognized throughout the c0un-

try as a center of design and creativity. Long a leader in

technolo0y and industry, Pittsburgh's allure now attracts

individuals who are creating new synergies between the

arts and technology. Design Pittsburgh is our opportunity

to show how architects - as both designers and general-

ists - can add to these synergies, create excellent design

and contribute to the growth and success of our city.

This is an exciting opportunity - one in which we hope

you will participate

Schedule of Events

0clober 9 -
Ilovember 3
Pittsburgh

Looking Up, an

AIA Gallery

exhibit ol local

architects'

sketches

detailing their

favorite spaces

and places

(Free)

#)
DESIGN
PITTSBURGH

.5

1B

21

23

0ctoier 14
Architects' Saturday, a tour ol six downtown

architecture lirms $B/person; $4/student; $10/day

of tour.

0ctoier 16 - 26
Carnegie Museum ol Art Exhibit o,f all entries in AIA

Pittsburgh Design Awards. Vote 0n yourfavorite

entry for the Columbia Gas Peopleb Choice Awardl

october 19
0pening Night Gala, 6 to 9 pm, Carnegie Museum

ol Art, $60/person.

October ?3
AIA Pittsburgh Design Awards Ceremony and

Remarks by Lead Juror (To be Announcedi; 6 to I
pm, Carnegie Museum ol Art, $1 0/person.

For more information 0n any Design Pittsburgh

event, c0ntact AIA Pittsburgh 412-471-9548 0r
check out www.desi0npittsbur0h.com.
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AIA Pittsburgh serues 12 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the local

componenl of the American

lnstitute of Architecls and AIA

Pennsylvanra The objectiveolAlA

Pittsburgh is to improve, for soclet)l

lhe quality of the built envimnmenl by

ludher raising the standards ol

architectural education, traininq

and practicei fostering design

excellencei and promoling the

value ol architectural seruices to

the public AIA rnembership is

open to ail registered archilects,

architectural lnlerns and a limited

number o1 professionals in

supporling fields.

AIA Pittsburglr

2l 1 Ninlh Streel

Pinsburgh, PA 15222

Telephone: 41 2/47 1 -9548

FAX:41?471-9501

Chapter Offieers
J. David Hoglund, FAIA, President

Paul B. 0stergaard, AlA, 1st VP

Jonathan W Shimm, AlA, znd VP

Charles DeLisio, AlA, Secretary

Alan J. Cuteri, AlA, Treasurer

Anne J. Swager, Hon. AIA

Executive Director

Columns Staff
Cheryi B. lowers. Editor

Joseph Ruesch, Art Director

Joan Kubancek. Coordinator

Editorial Board
David J. Vater AlA, Chair

Robert J. Bailey, AIA

Al&n L. Fishman, AIA

Eileen M Kinney Professional Afliliate

Donald G. Zeilman, AIA

COLUMNS is published ten times a

year by, and primarily fol members

ofAlA Pittsburgh, A Chapter of the

American lnstitute of Architects.

Preference may be given to the

selection of works, articles,

opinions, lelters, elc. ol members

for publicalion. Howeve( in the

interest of furthering the goals oi

the Chapler, as staled rnonthly at

the top of the masthead and in the

membership dirBctory 0OLUMNS

will publish the names of and

properly credit non-members.

whether as participants in the

design ol works submited by a

member, or as designers of their

own work, or as authors of articles,

opinion or lelters.

opinions expressed by edilors and

contributors are fiot necessarily

those of AIA Pittsburgh. The

Chapter has made every

reasonable eltort to provide

accurate and authoritative

information, but assumes no

liability for the contents.

For mlormalion about AIA Pinsburgh,

AIA Middle PA and ihe Northwesl PA

Chapler, call I {88.308.9099.

0nliner wwwaiapgh.org

email: aiapgh@stargate.net.

lrUa$lg [llol, Want lllol

It amazes me that we parents

can recite song and verse s0me story about at least one of

our children and the difficulties ol potty training, Ellen has

finally accomplished the deed in our household thanks t0

an outrageously expensive water toy, that she had to earn

by having no accidents for ten straight days. Amazingly,

once the bribe was in place she went lrom two to

three accidents a day to none. . , overnight. We still

had several more weeks of admiring the product in

the potty but we seem at this p0int to have moved

beyond and she is once again focused on more sa-

vory developmental goals. When my other daugh-

ter, Betsy, was at the potty training stage, I was not

employed outsidethe home I soon realized thatthere

seemed t0 be tremendous competition among the
"As stnoards of tle built young parents on our street to claim the prize for
enaironment, oe need to the earliest trained child. Given the almost mythic
be a aoice for clean proportions the feat t00k 0n, you would assume that

toater and clean zr)atcr 
the age a child was p0tty trained was directly cOrre-

solutions-" 
lated with their future earning potential. Funny, l,ve

never seen such a study but perhaps Betsy, soon to

enter her senior year at Bard College, would like to choose

this as a thesis theme.

After potty training time, we are all s00n taught that the

discussion ol human waste is not polite fodder for neigh-

borhood get-togethers. We relegate the topic to off color

jokes and largely ignore the whole subject. True t0 f0rm,

the group I chair for Jim Roddeys New ldea Factory has

sprinkled their very serious discussions about the $3 bil-

lion sewage problem in Allegheny County with an appro-

priate number ol potty lokes. These help lighten the mood

as we consider the very serious ramifications our aging

sewer infrastructure presents. Cost aside, the EPA is h0t

on our tails to mitigate the amount of untreated sewaoe

that runs i nto our rivers du ri ng wet weather days. 0u r drink-

ing water comes from these same rivers, perhaps explain-

ing the EPAs position.

from the top

by Anne J. Swager, Hon. AIA

ln short, our aging system cannot accommodate all 0f the

storm water and raw sewage that runs through the system

on ralny days. Many municipalities are forcing homeowners

to remove storm water from the sewage system, but this is

not possible ifi all cases. The Alcosan plant is undergoing

a major expansion to increase its capacity. However, aging

laterals between buildings and the main pipes and the de-

terioration 0f the entire pipe system presents the biggest

problem.

Fortunately, a number of people much smarter than I am

are exploring a variety of solutions. New technologies such

as hot wax that seal the fissures in the old pipe offer some

hope that the resolution to the problem will be more al-

fordable and do-able. 0ther solutions are much less at-

tractive. Eve Picker regaled our group with stories of grind-

ing toilets in France. The thought 0f sitting 0n something

akin to a kitchen disposal convinced me that disposable

diapers must enjoy a huge market there. Controlling the

flow to Alcosan by storing the sewage for processing on

drier days is an option, However, lining the rivers with large

holding tanks quickly negates elforts to reclaim the

riverfronts as wonderlul spaces for living and recreation.

While raw sewage in the rivers will have the same effect, I

hope we are not lorced into this type of hasty solution.

As stewards of the built environment, we need to be a voice

for clean water and clean water solutions. Leaving it t0

others will put EPA f irmly in the drive/s seat. Politicians

cannot hold the voters' interest with potty talk, but they

certainly need to be educated as to what the real issues

and the best solutions are. As members of planning boards,

zoning boards and other municipal entities, you have a

voice By creating a clear visron ol what the region s future

can be with clean watersheds, you can help turn aside much

of the current apathy.
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