
Y"

..4

:

: a:

a

#

E

:E

: :,1j.

a

.:

{l;

?,.-

a

i

*

:

:

'@73
,a:.. 

,, 
', :,\

Z

*::,

,a

LA

a
4

z

I:l
,a

,.

f
./



1

[il( Lr IY tLOPST{A O At{ r}{0 il
Itfi[{0106y st6tiAt$ AttfiIiltf, M[islot{i til Ifif

rtt/|tr{ 5t0
Illt Ri[illl [0HPLm0il flY Jol{l,l 0t(Ltt{A & s0t{$, lilL 0F iltt flt}t [filrff mi A[yAH[t0 liA*t{fie AfiB A$is$ilfltl

$IRllITlII[ Y{$r }{|ilIi MAs0t{flY

B MilIlls. IzuIHA

t)(Ttfll0s rHlsllAtlB slffl{Lts$ STttL A[t${fi m[ 0ty[L0pMEllr 0lMtr{5t0r{s [{Itflr{ATt0flAL

IRA0rSMt!{y SnLLTUL fi5lAt[ATt0il til iffi r8oilI ft{I8Ail[t L0t8y Ail[ flts0tjR[t [tnlif, 0t

TRAtlilt$ AilB lr{ttflt*Alt0ilAt 0ptrAlloil$. t
[0] x0flLl llIA00ilARrrRs [t,tt0tll0. I0 tfA[H u0[t PNOJECI Ofl TOR A

0ETArtt0 rfiAt?sl$ 0r run $pmfls lttt05, miltA[r RtcfiAR0 0ixli}{A,

r*rst0trfi Ar 257-9000.

0r Bnt06tYtltt, til 0}ltY

TB IIIT AIJAIIiII

tllll0ut tlAll0-ilfilig oLA$ }{A[l" MrP An[ rIAHut$ 0F iilE C0r{IAily's 0t0tlAltolt fi [flAff$MAlt$fitt ITflICAI.

UITIIY III$TALLATIBII i{OTE

,.r.., .4

:a.'2:,'8

FM
e
e

'a
a

b"s*

'

* : 3ai&+Y)
I

?*@
ru

Gt-t:-

ru
t

. :..1

..

a

ru

Ia
:

I

ru

.., .:'*E

tw-

Prqect Arclritect: Jr-:hn-eiri;'Sr,:hmidt & Associates

BEI{,



homef ront
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While there is much to regret about such impermanence,

the author correctly notes that technological advancements

reduce the cost of variations, thereby giving architects -

and thus the consumer - the opportunity for greater diver-

sity ol design, Then as now, c0nstructi0n is still, for many,

a pre-industrial craft, limiting the ability to actually con-

struct these variations cost effectively. l'm reminded of the

best I ine in last years race for Al legheny County s f irst chief

executive as spoken by the wlnner, Jim Roddey: "People

move to Al legheny County just so they'l I have ten m0re years

after the world ends everywhere else."

Re-reading loffler was fascinating {or other reasons. He

speaks ol value ve(igo, citing examples ol Americas con-

fusion over uncertainty about sex, money, property, law and

order, race, religion, family and self . Values, too, are imper-

manent, and, as he describes it, this has led to a "crack-up

of consensus." He anticipates email, the world wide web,

and the lnternet in providing a global communicali0ns net-

work, as well as the growth of the lifelong learning move-

ment. He even discusses gastronomic diversity as our su-

permarkets now buy worldwide and provide us with exotic

produce year round.

I have no doubt that at least for the Ioreseeable luture, the

human race will muddle on, challenges to our psyches and

our physical world not withstanding. However, at this turn

of the pseudo-Millenium, it's instructive to look back at what

galvanized us a generation and a half ago before we use

that word "anymore" agatn. Gaudeanus igatur.
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Desigr @ rlt,\)perr/ rtl 'l'fiouglr

A look at tle new d g 'a, cral,enge.

2t)00 rtnrl Br.t'otr/'
Trends and predictions.

What were you doing thirty years ago?

I was finishing college, looking forward to graduate school

and reading Alvin loffler's Future Shock. ln the lingo of

lhe day, lMarshall McLuhan described the book as "where

it's at", and, indeed, it was, giving v0ice t0 0ur collective

discomforl in absorbing the rapidity and volume of tech-

nological change.

Toifleis work came to mind recently when I read yet an-

other article containing the word anynlre, as in, "it seems

like no one (fill in the blank) anymore." lt's questionable

word usage, implying as it does that somehow, human

nature was dilferent at some other golden moment in time.

ln this particular case, the subject of the article was the

pace of change, but big societal changes have always been

dilficult for people. lt/ark Twain is reputed to have said in

the 1 9th century that, "l'm all for progress, its the change

I object to." I find il hard to imagine that an agrarian soci-

ety found it any less dilficult to deal with the industrial age

than we who grew up in the Neolithic pre-computer era

find i ntegrati ng a barrage of co ntemporary tech no I ogy i nto

our lives.

Tofller pointed out what is different, though, and that is

repeated waves of change that come closer and closer to-

gether. He also pointed out an interesting corollary: the

loreshortening of our ties with the physical environment.

He repo rts Buckmi nster Fu I ler stating that bu i ldi ng repiace-

ment in large cities has become similar t0 crop rotati0n.

David Lewis, FAIA when interviewed by Tofller told of apart-

ment houses in Miami torn down after only ten years 0f

existence. Rapid technological advancement had made

replacement more cost effective than renovation, an ex-

ample of the economics ol impermanence.
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Seeing architecture thr0ugh lhe eyes ol a critic
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A case study of a successful practice based in a small town
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A case study of the ripple effect ol a small prolect.
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0n the cover: Computer rendering, Graciano Grane
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