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AIA Pitsburgh serves 1 2 Western

Pennsylvania counties as lhe local

component ol the American

]nsilule of A.chitects and AIA

Pennsylvania. The objective of AIA

Pittsburgh is to improve. lor society,

the quaiity of th€ buitt envionment by

furlher raising the standards oi

architedural educaiion, training

and praclice; fostering design

excelle*ce; and promoling the

value of architectural seMces to

the public. AIA membership is

open t0 all regrstered archilects.

architeclural interns, and a limited

number 01 proiessionals in

strpporllno iields.

AIA Pittsburgir

?'1 1 Niftlh Streel

Pittsburgh, PA'15222

islephone: 412147 1 -9548

.FAXj 41a471-9501

rchapt6r Offlcers
Edward A. Shriver, Jr., AlA, President

J. David Hoglund, AlA, Flrst \{ce

. P.residenl

P-au! B.ostergaard, AlA, Second Vice

Pr€sidefll

Charles Delisio, AlA, SecEtary

Alan,

Anne

J. Cuteri. AlA. Treasurer

I J. Swager, fueculive Oireclor

Columns Staff
unervl li. lowers hortor

Jose;h Buesch, Afi Director

,Editorial Board
David J. Vater, AlA, Chair

Boberl Jr Bailey AIA

Itlan L, Flshmgn, Al.A

Donald G. Zeilman AIA

, oi.AlAtittsbu8h, A ehapter of the

American lnslitie o1 Architects.

.fteferelice may be given to the

seleclion of works, aficl€s, .

opinioris, letlers, etc ol members

fot publicatron. Howevel in ihe

inlerestoi lurlhering the goals oi

ih€ Chapter, as stated monihly a1

. lhp lop0{ the.masthead and in tile

membership dircclory coluMNS

v{ill publish the nanres oi and

properly credii.non'rnembers,

whelhei as participants in tlre

dosigft ofworks submitted by a

lnembei, or as designers of iherr

own rvo*, or as auihors of atlcles,

lUTuSingS by cherytR Towers
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knows that I couldn't live without a vast service network, but we

can't sustain an economy by all running around doing each otheis

dry-cleaning. When architects have an opportunity to contribute

t0 s0ciety through design and through influencing policy, it can

only be a good thing.

0n another matter, architecture and the Internet are giving me no

end of headaches, and I suspect l'm not alone. "Architecture" is

one of those stupefyingly complicated words: it can mean de-

signing, or the actual building, or a style, or a method, or the

arrangement of parts and structure. So what happens when you

use a search engine and type in "architecture"? 1,343,568 hits

later, responses may range from an exposition of the software

industry to "architectural distorti0ns in tissue mass". This is an

intellectual variation on the "use less stuff" movement: there's

too much "stuff" out there How the heck do we navigate it all to

f ind something really useful? I may be revealing my fogeyism,

since 20-somethings are currently getting rich starting up com-

panies to simplify life for people like me. ln the meantime, I

search, rather like Di0genes looking for an honest man.

Finally, the secret t0 becoming an editor's best friend: use email

t0 c0mmunicate when possible. 0ur service area now covers half

the state, and anyone who has driven from here to there knows

just how big that is. We're trying to keep up with you and with

your activities, but there aren't enough hours in the business

day. Consequently, email has become the quickest way to ex-

change information easily.

And, while you're online, be certaln to visit the Chapters website

at ww.aiapgh.org. Like email, it's promising to become 0ur most

eflicient way t0 transmit information to the membership.
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C0LUMNS Ls p!b rshed ten times a

year by. and pilmarily tor members

This summer, my brolherin-law the RV dealer

marched us smartly off t0 S0merset for a tour ol the Coleman

plant. Thanks t0 0ur t0ur guide, Dale, we tllere well 1ed, and now

know more about lolding trailers (a/k/a 'p0p-up" campers) than

anyone outside of Somerset or the industry has a right to. Ac-

cording to our resident family expert, Co eman is the gold stan-

dard for these things. They not only as-

semble campers, they make most everything

that goes into them. Looking down the as-

sembly line where a frame r0lls 0n at one

end and rolls olf 14 stations later as a com-

pleted camper is rather like looking down

the length ol a runway at take-o{f - thrill-

ing in its own way.

"Wien ailitet'/.s luae The factories of my youth were places to be

an opportililiU t0 avoided - dirty, noisy and dangerous, they

contribute to sociel were enough to keep my baby boom friends

tirouglt design rtnd and I focused 0n schg6l. These were the ste-

tirouglt inflaenring reotyped places that rewarded strong backs

poliq, it con only be a and probably discouraged strong minds.

gaod tiing. " Undoubtedly, lots of tedious and backbreak-

ing factory work still exists, s0me 0f it even at enlightened places

such as Coleman. But, what a difference technology has made.

Virtually everyone in this plant was operating a computer in one

way 0r another. As we moved around the huge facllity, it was ob-

vious that people are encouraged to think and make decisions.

So, what has all this got to do with architecture? There's the obvi-

ous - the pleasure of seeing a well designed and well made prod-

uct that is doing well in the marketplace There rs also the re-

newed appreciation we felt for actually maklng things. Heaven

opinion-.or letitrs.

r0pinion$ expessedby edilors and

conlributors.ae not necessarily

lhose of AIA Prttsburgh. The

.ehapter has rnade every

reasonable e,fort to provide

accurate and aulhoritalive

i0formation, but a$sumes no

liability for lhe conienls.
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Rr/tttping ilr Rryiot III
Focus on Middle PA Chapter.

An Etltico/ (;lient Relatiotsli2
The heart and soul of an architects service to a client.

John HunterJr.....
A solo practice evolves into one of the region's largest

firms.

Dtpn rtmtn t of A n'/t i rela rc
Visiting Penn State.

0n the cover: Northside Elementary School, Brookville School

District. 0r ginal design by Hunter & Caldwell, I 938; renovations

designed by successor frrm Hayes Large Architects, 1998
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