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architectural education, training
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excellence; and promoting the
value of architectural services to
the public. AIA membership is
open to all registered architects,

architectural interns, and & fimited
number of professionals in
supporting fields.
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-of AlA Pittsburgh, A Chapter of the

American Institute of Architects.
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selection of works, articles, .

opinion’é, letters, etc. of members
for publication. However, in the

interest of furthering the goals of
the Chapter, as stated monthly at
 the top of the masthead and in the
membership directory, COLUMNS
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liability for the contents.

“When architects have

an opportunity to
contribute to society
through design and
through influencing
policy, it can only be a

good thing.”
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Musi
usu‘gs by Cheryl R. Towers

This summer, my brother-in-law the RV dealer
marched us smartly off to Somerset for a tour of the Coleman
plant. Thanks to our tour guide, Dale, we were well fed, and now
know more about folding trailers (a/k/a “pop-up” campers) than
anyone outside of Somerset or the industry has a right to. Ac-
cording to our resident family expert, Coleman is the gold stan-
dard for these things. They not only as-
semble campers, they make most everything
that goes into them. Looking down the as-
sembly line where a frame rolls on at one
end and rolls off 14 stations later as a com-
pleted camper is rather like looking down
the length of a runway at take-off — thrill-
ing in its own way.

The factories of my youth were places to be
avoided - dirty, noisy and dangerous, they
were enough to keep my baby boom friends
and | focused on school. These were the ste-
reotyped places that rewarded strong backs
and probably discouraged strong minds.
Undoubtedly, lots of tedious and backbreak-
ing factory work still exists, some of it even at enlightened places
such as Coleman. But, what a difference technology has made.
Virtually everyone in this plant was operating a computer in one
way or another. As we moved around the huge facility, it was ob-
vious that people are encouraged to think and make decisions.

So, what has all this got to do with architecture? There’s the obvi-
ous - the pleasure of seeing a well designed and well made prod-
uct that is doing well in the marketplace. There is also the re-
newed appreciation we felt for actually making things. Heaven
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knows that | couldn't live without a vast service network, but we
can't sustain an economy by all running around doing each other’s
dry-cleaning. When architects have an opportunity to contribute
to society through design and through influencing policy, it can
only be a good thing.

On another matter, architecture and the Internet are giving me no
end of headaches, and | suspect I'm not alone. “Architecture” is
one of those stupefyingly complicated words: it can mean de-
signing, or the actual building, or a style, or a method, or the
arrangement of parts and structure. So what happens when you
use a search engine and type in “architecture? 1,343,568 hits
ater, responses may range from an exposition of the software
industry to “architectural distortions in tissue mass”. This is an
intellectual variation on the “use less stuff” movement: there's
too much “stuff” out there. How the heck do we navigate it all to
find something really useful? | may be revealing my fogeyism,
since 20-somethings are currently getting rich starting up com-
panies to simplify life for people like me. In the meantime, |
search, rather like Diogenes looking for an honest man.

Finally, the secret to becoming an editor’s best friend: use email
to communicate when possible. Our service area now covers half
the state, and anyone who has driven from here to there knows
just how big that is. We're trying to keep up with you and with
your activities, but there aren't enough hours in the business
day. Consequently, email has become the quickest way to ex-
change information easily.

And, while you're online, be certain to visit the Chapter's website
at www.aiapgh.org. Like email, it's promising to become our most
efficient way to transmit information to the membership.
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