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These are the days when | know

I'live a life of absolute luxury, whatever minor complaints
| may have. The biggest luxury is security. I've got food
and blankets, comfortable shelter. No one is dropping
bombs in my neighborhood or forcing my family and me
from our house at gun point as in Kosovo or Rwanda. My
government isn't keeping me from a dying husband's bed-
side, as did Aung San Suu Kyi's in Myanmar.

The fallout is the difficulty in writing about the things that
are important to us at home in light of the intense misfor-
tune others are experiencing abroad, especially when that
misfortune is at the hands of our fellow man rather than an
accident of location that puts us in the path of a natural
disaster. How lucky we are to have free and fair elections
inwhich to participate, and how sad that so few of us choose
to do so. How fortunate that we have schools to argue about,
when so many do not, or are denied access, as are the
women and girls of Afghanistan. We can worry about things
like intellectual property, because no one is trying to de-
prive of us of real property in the name of religion or eth-
nic cleansing. And we can debate urban sprawl and enjoy
the fruits of historic preservation because there is some-
thing left to preserve.

Maybe this qualifies me as a card carrying gloom and doom
sister. 'd rather think, though, that it signifies an apprecia-
tion for the ordinary. After all, it's what | appreciate most
about this issue of Columns — its very ordinariness.
Here’'s what we do, here’s what's going on; this is past,
present and future. No need to worry that we might not be

here next month, because barring Armageddon, we will
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be. The ordinary is what fills our lives in ways that are
meaningful, and when the ordinary becomes the stuff of
nightmares, we are shocked, nonplused, displaced,
maimed, maybe even dead. As long as we have the kind of
ordinary days that you and | experience, we are none of
those things, and that is the source of our joy and our
strength.

So what does all of this have to do with architecture? Just
that it takes an ordinary life to produce and use the archi-
tectural product, no matter how extraordinary the architect
or the structure may be. Great architecture isn't designed
or built when the bombs are dropping and the people are
starving. Abraham Maslow, the humanist psychologist,
thought in terms of a needs hierarchy motivating our be-
havior. At the lowest level, the drive is to obtain food, sex,
shelter, safety. At the top, we are motivated by a need for
self-actualization and the fulfillment of our human poten-
tial. While we are busy being grateful for a booming
economy, let us also be grateful for our very ordinary, stable,
wonderful lives that allow us to function at the top of that
hierarchy.

Corrections

Clarence Stein and Henry Wright were
incorrectly listed in the March issuc as
the designers of Chatham Village.
Designers were Ingham and Boyd,
predecessor firm to IKM Inc.; Stein and
Wright were planners who worked with
Ingham and Bovd.

Perkins Eastman Architects PC were
listed incorrectly in the April issue as
the design firm for the First Lutheran
Church steeple. William E. Brocious,
AIA designed the steeple indepen-
dently as a member of the congregation.

Power Contracting Co. was the contrac-
tor for the South Hills Jewish Commu-
nity Center located in Scott 'Township

and designed by Rothschild Architects.




