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1t also speaks to the
vibrancy and health of

architecture in Pittsburgh
that rival firms responded
so rapidly and without
question, knowing that it’s
in everyone’s best interests
10 set aside competitiveness

at such a moment.
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Hurricane Agnes pounded the Eastern

United States in 1972, pushing destruction hundreds of
miles inland from the coast. My parents lived in Upstate
New York at the time and watched the Chemung River, a
tributary of the Susquehanna, rise until it overflowed the
flood control walls built decades before by the Army Corps
of Engineers. Fortunately, they lived on high ground and
suffered only minor personal inconveniences, such as a
daughter living in New York City who, not being able to
get through by telephone, arrived unnanounced in a com-
mandeered Army jeep, anxious to know that they were 0.K.

The lingering affects of Agnes were seemingly never end-
ing for those in her path. A neighbor was rescued by heli-
copter from the roof of the power plant that he managed
after holding down the fort while others evacuated. One of
Dad’s employees, a young man just out of college, was
living with his mother squarely in the floodplain. They
scrapped mud, bugs, sewage and who knows what else
out of their first floor for months. And, of course, busi-
nesses were disrupted endlessly and many went bankrupt.

We heard the horror stories from Dad for the next two years.
As an insurance adjuster who found himself working seven
days a week for in the aftermath, he knew virtually every
story there was to know related to the flood, some of them
funny, some of them tragic, most just the dirty drudgery of
cleaning up after Nature's mudbath.

All of this is a long way of introducing my personal
facination with WTW's experiences two years ago in the
wake of flood and fire. Coping with a disaster of any kind
brings us all down to a raw level — we hope that our
better instincts will prevail and that we will perform well.
To the credit of the architectural profession, that happened
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here. Not only did WTW's staff pitch in quickly during a
holiday weekend, colleagues were on the phone as soon
as they heard the news, offering support, office space,
equipment...whatever was needed.

We feel better as human beings knowing that others will
step in when their help is needed. It also speaks to the
vibrancy and health of architecture in Pittsburgh that rival
firms responded so rapidly and without question, know-
ing that it's in everyone’s best interests to set aside com-
petitiveness at such a moment. Now, if y'all will just be
prepared to come to my house the next time the stack pipe
lets go, I'll rest easier.

This is also a call to those of you working on school
projects. With a robust economy (a risky thing for me to
say as | write these words in September — weeks before
they'll be read), new government funds in the pipeline,
changing rules governing renovations, and new thinking
about how school buildings are used and how to deliver
educational services, it's time for a look in this direction.
We'll be doing that in our December issue, and | invite any
of you with information, thoughts, or projects to contact
me by October 15. | can be reached at 362-1844 or via
email at cheryltowers@mizeraktowers.com.

QOther upcoming issues will look at nursing homes and the
explosion of church building, so linvite you to be in touch.

Meanwhile, we hope that the thoughts in this issue about
preparing for disaster and archiving material will give you
some peace of mind of your own.



