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clients depcnd on )()u to bc knorvledge-

f/ 
aUe of materials ancl tcchniqucs u'hile still

I Rroritlils protissional clesign erpefiise. lbu

I can depend on John Deklewa antl Sons. Inc.,

for r1ualit5,' u,orkmanship and professional manage-

m('nl on all rour coltslt'uction projects.

No area general ()ntractor is better knou,,n or

more respected than John Dckleu,a and Sons.
now home to theNevillewood isOne of our recent projects, The Clubhouse ot

Family House lnvitotional Colf Tournoment.

In tlte ser entl -fir e l cals sincc ouf foulrrling. nrr'r'e pr,urluced

some of thL. rnost dlarnatic und functionally rvtrll-integttted

buildings Ir \\esteln ['cnns1'lrania, Ohio and \\cst \ilginia.

We offer a full range of contractor

serr,ices. Our prc-construction

planning anrl rralue engineering, for

example, can detect trouble spots early

to help smooth out the production

process. This insures your project

comes in on time and on budget.

Whether you're considering

renovation and retrofit of ar existing

structule or new cortstructiOn. consult

the experts at, John Dekleu,a & Sons, Inc

For a more detailod analysis of your

specific needs. contact John E. Dekle$a.

President at 257-9000.

"Elm Court", o g-ocre privote estate located north of
PiLlsburgh, involves unique odditions ond renovotions. Ior
exomple, the pool obove is heoted ond hos on ozone purifi-
cotion system. The deep blue woter is surrounded by o gron-
ite surfoce edged in limestone. The pool is lined with hond
mode ceromic lile. On the left is a pool house sitting oreo. To
lhe right is the "l ish Slide" built to hold two ontique tndion
corved marble ponels giving the appearonce of two corved
fish swimming in the current of the fountoin.

The Armenion room locoted
on the third floor of the
Cothedrol of Leorning ot the
University of Pittsburgh is the
22nd notionolity room to be
estoblished ot the university.
The stone arched room copies
the mosonry techniques of
church ond monostery builders
of the 1l th century. This mogni-
ficont classroom wos designed
by Torkom Khrimiom who emi-
groted from Armenio in 1978.

JOHN DEKLEWA & SOATS, tNC.
1273 washington Pike . P.o. Box 158 . Bridgeville, PA 15017 . (412) 257-9000

GENERAL C ONTRAC TORS BUILDING SUCCESS

Sweating The Details Is No Sweat
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Fortunately, Allegheny County's three Commissioners are

committed to upgrading the County Court lacilities. Work

on the County Courthouse is in the planning stages with

advice lrom the County Historic Buildings Advisory Com-

mittee chaired by Arthur P Ziegler, Jr, IKM is working on

plans for the old Jail, slated t0 become the new home of

Family Court, and Karen Loyson, AlA, then with UDA, beau-

tifully guided restoration of Courtroom 321, a model for

other projects.

L.D. Astorino and Associates designed the Pittsburgh

Municipal Courts Building that opened in 1995. The fa-

cility 1s secure, spacious, airy, well lighted, and techno-

loqically current.

Just down the road, Richard Glance, AIA oversaw the res-

toration of the Washington, PA County Courth0use twenty

years ago, and is now working there again to upgrade elec-

trical capacity without destroying the building's historic

character. Glance is also responsible for improvements t0

the Huntingdon County Courthouse.

We laud architects for their part in solving these diflicult

problems and encourage all o1 our elected officials to rec-

ogn ze the importance of maintaining impo(ant historical

properties as well as the need to create nelv 0nes.

Finally, please note that the July/August issue of Columns

will feature a residential p0rt10li0 and is designed to be

used as a marketing piece by f irms that submitted examples

of their work. Consequently, some regular leatures con-

la\nedin Colunnswill not appear in that issue, Submit-

ta,s will appear in the September issue.

Enjoy the equinox as you slip into a summer mode.

PS A mighty "mea culpa" for past glaring grammatical

errors and lhanks to aLL of you members of the Lexico-

graphic lrregulars wh0 wrote to point them out!

Joanie is a bright little girlwhom

I met a iew years ago. She was bouncing around inside the

toster care system among parents who neglected her and

foster families who couldn't or wouldn't keep her perma-

nently. Joanie owned a couple ol changes of clothes and a

few tattered toys that went with her from temporary home

to temporary home. My stomach headed for my throat when

I heard about her preparations t0 leave yet another lamily

for the next unknown stop.

The social worker - a well meaning but harried bureaucrat

with no resources and even less spare energy-blew into

the house, handed the little girl a black garbage bag and

told her that she had I 5 minutes to pack up her "stuff" and

get into the waiting car, I can only imagine in the sickest

recesses of my mind what would possess us to treat any-

one this way, much less a child. This poor kid wasn't

going to stand a chance until someone, somewhere had

the understanding and took the time to treat her like a

human being instead of a little piece of human garbage,

complete with her own bag. What on earth are we think-

ing as a society?

From the top . . .

News,........
Bricks and Mortar

Breaking Ground

Calendar,,.....
Dossier.. . ...

..4

..5

.14

1B

.21

.23

Fast forward to our Family Cou(s and you get the big pic-

ture. Thousands of Joanies and their families parade

through Family Court every year, at best accidents waiting

to happen, In this case, the visible culprits are the facili-

ties: old, overcrowded, inadequate in every way. Juvenile

Court in Oakland is a nightmare, in spite of the involve-

ment of many caring and committed individuals in the ju-

dicial system. ln some ways, the Sixth Floor of the City

County Building where Adult Family Court is located is

even worse because of the potential consequences of adult

temperaments and egos ilaring under the pressures of di-

vorce and cuslody proceedings, Victims and victimizers

herd through the halls cheek to jowl, scowling, lostling,

trading insults. Not a pretty picture.

0n the cover: Washington County Courthouse de-

signed by F, J.Osterling,1898. Renovations designed

by Bichard Glance, AIA

"Juoeni/e Coa'rt in

Oalland is a ,aigfihnore,

in spite rl tle im'olt'eneut

of rnnn1, carin,q onr/

co m rn i t terl i n d i"- i rl u rt ls

in tle.iurlida/ srst?ttt. ''
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AIA Pittsburgh sewes 12 Western

Pennsylvania counties as the ocai

component of the Amer can

lnslitute of Archltects and AIA

Pennsylvan a. The objective of AIA

Pittsburgh is 1o improve for sociery

the quallty ol the built environment by

furthor raislng the siardards oi

architectural educalion lralning

and practice fosterlng des gn

exceilence; and plomotlng the

' value ol architeetaral seNices lo

the pubiic. AIA membership is

open to al regislered archilects

architectural inierns, and a limlted

number of profe$iona s in

supporting flelds.

AIA Pittsburgh

The Winds ol Chanue

from tl-re top

by Anne Swager
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COLU[4NS is p{rb]isheC tef tlmes a

yeil by, and prima.ily 10[ members

..':rt'*lA Pttsburgh, AChaplor ot the

American lnstituie oi Architects.

Preterence may be given to the

seleclion ol works, adicles

opinions, letters, etc. of members

for publlcatlon. Howeverl in the

interest of flrthering the goals of

the Chapler, as siated moithly al

the top of the masthead and in the

membership directory, C0LUMNS

will publish the names ot and

t.operly credrl non-membets,

whelher as pafticipants in the

.,-,.'.'deiign 01 wo*t*fmitted by a

iliembe( or as lldaignefs ot their

own work or as authots of arl c es.

oprnion or letters.

0pinions expressed by editors and

contributors are nol necessarily

those of AIA Pittsburgh. The

Chapler has made every

reasonable effort to provide

":ilr?$tate and a.Ihoritalive

inlornation, but asslmes no

liability lor the contents.

...211 NinthStreet

'iY'?ltisburgh, PA{&2?

Telephone; 414471-9548

Upon graduation lrom college, I headed olf
to the venerable Greenbrier Hotel for a slx week hiatus

before sta(ing my banking career in Pittsburgh. Since my

boyfriend at the time was one of several assistant manaq-

ers, my trip was largely free. Even so, my father

was anything but pleased about my vacation choice,

although it certainlv appealed t0 me. Begrudgingly,

Dad told me l'd better enjoy it because s00n sum-

mer would be jusl another season in which I would

work instead of seek the grand adventure that he

knew I had come to expect.

Last night, I realized for the umpteenth time that he

was ri ght. [/ost of my time is pretty wel I committed

through the Fourth of July and l'll be working really

hard. I had a moment's pang realizing I wouldn't

have tan legsagain thisyear(butthen I reallywasn't

anxious to show the world my spider veins), and

the tomatoes would probably get planted late once

more. lf I manage t0 get an awning ordered, it will

be mid-July before it goes up and I still haven't

solved the problem 0f empty, yawning flower beds.

also helped me keep my perspective (and temper) when

the going felt particularly rough. I am lucky to be able to

c0unt 0n our continuing friendship as I wish Susan the

success she deserves.

As hard as these changes will be, we are movino on in

very positive ways. The Legislative Committee has planned

their first legislative breakfast lor Tuesday, June 23. ln part-

nership with ASLA, seventeen state senators and legisla-

tors have been invited to come meet their architect con-

stituents and hear about the issues we consider to be

important. Since the proposed Home Rule charter Ior

Allegheny County passed, we will also be unveiling

our proposed statute f0r the compani0n administra-

tive code which will call for qualifications based se-

lection for architectural work. 0nce complete, we will

push for the adoption of this model statute in other

municipalities and school districts in 0ur area.

John Martine, AIA and I continue our work with the archi-

tectural tourism committee. John has a number of won-

derfu I and cost effective suggestions for lixi ng up the Court-

house for visitors. By the end of summer, we hope to have

a report for the foundatlon community on the viability of

architectural tourism in Pittsburgh. Another planning group

that wili meet throughout the summer has been lormed to

consider additional events and exhibits to complement the

Heinz Architectural Centels Kaulmann-Wright exhibit

planned for the spring and summer of 1999. Working to-

gether, we have a terrific opportunity to shine the spotlight

on Pittsburghs architectural gems and highlight our ar-

chitectural community.

While summer ch0res and work related tasks are hardly

the stuff of grand adventures, l'm enjoying the ride. With a

str0ng econ0my and the growing recognition ol architects

as problem solvers, itfeels as if the sky is the limit. lwon't

be straying too far from home this summer, and certainly

not t0 the Greenbrier, but you can probably catch me with

my hands in the ait screaming with glee at the top ol the

Thunderbolt at least 0nce this season.See you at

Kennywood!

Wofiing logct/te4 ut
hatse a terrqfir 0pp0rttt-

nity to sliw tie spor/igfit

on Pittsbu rg/t's tt rcl i tet-

tural gem.r rrnd /tiglt/i,gfit

our arc/ti/u'turo/

communiq.

My schedule, busy as it is, reflects a time ol change at the

AIA and exciting growth in the Pittsburgh architectural

c0mmunity. Both AIA Pennsylvania and AIA Pittsburgh are

experiencing significant stafl changes At the end ol June,

after 20 years of dedicated service, Lela Shultz is retiring

from AIA Pennsylvania, I will miss Lelas "handle" on the

latest legislative bills, her knowledge of the key players in

Harrisburg, and her stories. She knows all the history in-

cluding where the bodies are buried, and has been an in-

valuable source for what you really need to know when

operating in legislative circles.

Similarly as of June l, long time AIA Pittsburgh employee

Susan Traub is moving 0n t0 greener pastures and alger

responsibilities lVany of you are familiar with Susan

through her wOrk 0n the placement service lf so, I am

sure you will miss her dedication quick wit and oenuine

desire to help. She's been the best editor I have ever had.

Cleaning up many of my written grammatical gaffs, shes

I aorrn, s p, fiec on re.i. ec Dai.-c:


