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homef ront

Not too long ago I urged my sputtering,

little, white Nissan on a nine hour drive to New England to

attend a college reunion in the picturesque hills 0f western

Massachusetts. I was thinking al thOse things people think

on such long stretches-what have I done since these folks

saw me last? Who will be there? ls there anyone I really

want to see? Should I have stayed home? Having attended

one ol those progressive I iberal arts institutions that churn

out dysfunctional geniuses and wild y successful oddballs,

I thought it w0rth the effort lust t0 see what kind of people

my collegial peers had turned out to be.

It was ce(ainly a great drive, as the hills were beautilul

with their end of summer exhaustion offering a glimpse of

the fiery change that takes over the Pi0neer Valley each

autumn Beyond that, there trvas s0me good food at the

school (albeit too healthy), lots of kids with "different"
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Are Arcfiitec* Different?. ....... 6
Are you an artistic white male who liked both math and a(
in school, found yourself drawing houses at a young age,

can't let other people do things for you, and owns a blue

Ford Explorer? Then you must be an architectl

Arclitects in Residenre . . . ... .. . 8
While exploring the uniqueness of architects and their craft,

we asked members to share with us one of the most dis-
tinctive prolects they could desi gn: their own homes These

houses reveal how individual architects think about place,

form and life. There could be no better window into the

essence 0f an architect than a peek at his 0r her self-made

castle.
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0n the couer:
The self-designed home of architect Andrew Dunmire, AIA and

Anne Dunmire.

by Michelle Fanzo, Editar

names, like Shenandoah Keats and Skylark Marsh (sounds

like a paint color), and the wonder 0f finding out what my

acquaintances had done with their lives so far. At a college

where becoming a hydrotherapistwith a specialty in Rolf ing

is common, who do you think made the rnost indelible

impressi0n at the reunion? Thats right, The Architect. Why?

Because at a gathering f u ll of f ilmmakers, m icrobio log ists,

social activists and entrepreneurs he was

the only one trading snapshots of friends'

children with prolessional prints of his

house.

After we exchanged pleasantries (signili-

cant because we had dated briefly-

briefly because he had a seemingly in-

curable case of Howard Roarke Syn-

Columns [\/arch 1996 3

give you two more examples of why I think architects are

different. No stranger ofany other prolession has everturned

to me in an elevator and said, "Don't you just hate how

we're so misunderstood?" ( I was wearing my nifty AIA shirt

at the time.) Granted this occurred in New York, but still.

N0 one 0f any other prolession has ever sard to me, when I

wear my long, pleated skirt, that I look like an lonic col-

umn. (Help me out, is that good?) Small

things I know, but they make an impres-

sion,

It was just that kind of impression that

led Colunnsloexplore, in this issue, the

very opened-ended and intentionally

vague question: Are Architects Different?

At Iirst there seemed t0 be much uncer-

Uiua [a [itlel'fnce!

drome), he reached for his wallet, like so )yo strunger of ony, tainty by architects if there were actual

many folks excited to show their new orier profe.t-rion ltos habits, traits or tendencies that could be

loved ones and little ones to old frrends rc.er tilnrc(/ t0 ne ijt prescribed to the profession. (However,

Arthur was a pretty decent guy, so I f ig- on elreator orrtl soir/, it was pointed out by a number of mem-

ured I was about to be presented with The ,,Don't 
.1,e11 f u.st la te bers that there is a largely d isproportion-

Family;CockerSpanielandallensconced ltott,r,e'rt.so ate number of left-handed architects

in some Westchester enclave. He fished nisurtrlenloorl?" c0mpared to the percent of lefties in the

the 2 x 3 photo lrom its protective plastic general population.) But when profes-

sleeve and handed me a picture of "her" (he called it her, sionals who deal with architects regularly were asked the

not me)-his castle, his queen, his partialiy solar-pow- same question, few had trouble f inding an answer Our main

ered, deconstructivist, cinnamon and patina green bunga- feature also explores a variety of "authorities" on the topic

low in Arizona. "Built it myself," he grinned. No kidding, I that provide additional food for thought Finally, we offer

thought. You can't buy sluff like that, not even in the J. readers a portfolio of homes architects have created Jor

Peterson catalog. We chatted about the viability of adobe, themselves, suggesting that if it were up to architects to

and the viability of being a writer, and parted soon after. I design most residential dwellings, there wou ldn't be a boxy,

shou ld have kept the p icture, but at the time I d id not imag- su burban split- level to be seen. Hallelu jah f or arch itects

ineIwouldneedanillustrationloranarticleexploringwhy andtheirdifferences fo

architects are "different."

As a journalist, I have been told repeatedly that to draw

assumptions from one 0r even two like examples is spuri-

ous and unprofessional. So just because theres an archi-

tect named Arthur running around with Sears-style snap-

shots 0f his three-bedroom "baby" doesn't mean all archi-

tects are that different lrom the next guy. That said, Iet me
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