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able of materials and techniques while still

design expertise. You
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The Armenidn room locoted
on the third floor of the
Cothedrol of Leorning at the
University of Pittsburgh is the
22nd notionality room to be
estoblished at the university.
The stone arched room copies
the mosonry techniques of
church and monostery builders
of the 1 l th century. This mogni-
ficont clossroom wos designed
by Torkom Khrimiom who emi-
groted from Armenio in 1978.
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new construction, CONSUIT

John Deklewa &

detailed analysis of your

contacl John E. Deklewa,

-9000.

JOHN DEKLEWA & SO'US, INC.
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GENERAL C ONTRAC TOBS BUILDING SUCCESS

Sweating The Details Is No Sweat

for quality workmanship and professional manage-

men[ on all your construction proiects.

No area general contractor is better knou,n or

more respected than John Deklewa and sons.
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0n a train, I met a former lrish seaman who had decided to

merge his concern for the ocean with business sawy by

creating a salvage company specializing in environmen-

tally sound methods of oil rig disposal. Having grown up

in the seaside city of Cork, he spoke of the ocean like a car

fanatic speaks of a pristine'57 Chevy; but he also antici-

pated having no problems earning a handsome living oll

of "doing the right thing "

I returned to Pittsburgh to find that I didn't have to go to

another continent to discover people actively concerned

and doing something about the environment. There were

heartlelt discussions going on here about sustainable de-

velopment by people who wanted to see the city mature in

a way that was economlcally and environmentally viable.

The environmental charrette that had been slated Ior 0cto-

ber was being moved to the spring, I was told, because

0rganizers wanted to take the additional time to garner more

funding to make sure it was a strong, well-organized en-

deavor that would make a significant impact. Then I met

Bob Kobet , AIA-who wrote this month's cover story on

sustainable development-and he was as lired up about

"doing the right thing" and the economic benefits of this

approach as the lrishman on the train

Pittsburgh and most of the U.S. has a way to go before

environmentally sensitive design becomes a primary

element in development. Bul as more and more people

become aware of the issues at stake, environmental

sensitivity and economic viability will hopefully no

longer seem like two distant countries but rather, two

supportive relatives. ifi

by Michelle Fanzo, Editor

Every so olten you are reminded

that something larger than yourself is at work. lt may just

be coincidence-like meetlng someone new and then see-

ing him or her all over town-but environmental issues

have played a prominent role in my life recently, culminat-

ing in this months Columns cover story about sustain-

able development. This eco-theme started with an invila-

tion to a conference near Cologne, Germany to learn how

Bayer Corporation was addressing environmental issues

in chemical production. I had already arranged t0 spend

six weeks in Munich this summer studying German, so I

went, thinking it would be a welcome diversion from days

f illed with grammar rules and unpronounceable vowels.

[/y eco-educati0n began upon arrival in Germany, a country

where environmental issues take precedent over sex scan-

dals and national reunification. (ln fact, a 1992 German

university survey found German citizens consider the en-

vironment to be the most important problem of the day,

followed by worries about the preservation of peace and

the economic situation.) Every morning as lwaited {or the

subway, an electronic information screen displayed the

time, date, weather and the ozone warning level of the day.

0ften these signs, as well as police driving around with

loud speakers, would inform residents that the ozone level

had reached a critical point and that drivers were required

to stay within a certain speed limitto diminish the amount

of carbon dioxide emissions being produced from their

vehicles. (Though Germany is a highly eco-conscious

country, restricting driving speed does not g0 over very

well.) As I became increasingly conscious of the ozone

concern, so was I educated about what many Germans lelt

were high skin cancer rates and an (ominously) abnor-

maiiy hol summer.

Bayer's conference, a trip to Berlin-where city planners

hosted an exhibit emphasizing sustainable development-

and the hue and cry around the disposal of the Brent Spar

oil rig continued to add to my awareness of environmental

c0ncerns and their impact on daily life.
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