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Jo?rn Dbklewa & Sons, lnc. has made its mark as one of the

premier teneral contractors in the Western Pennsylvania

construction industry ly.being attentive to detail. Since the

company'|s founding in 1918 by.lohn Deklewa Sr., the firm has

engaged.in most types of construction activity. Frortr building

construction, water and waste treatment facilities to high-end

of fine craftsmanship.

f,r:: residential and line millwork installation; p.:rfe* applies

statei of the art construction techniqiiii irid i sensa.
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John Dekle;a.& Sons, lnc

is prou{ of its.75"year hiStory and of,their

rock solid reputation ai a provider of.quiiily" : 
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One of this yar's goals is to

getfudbacl from our membersfiip

rega rdi ng p rogra m p referen ces.

tlt rHts tssuE

EndangeredSpaces ... ....... 12
Update on Historic Preservation in Pittsburgh: Risks and

Accomplishments.

OfFilm andRobors. ......... 15
Two preservation projects in progress are renovating old

structures for use by cinema-goers and 21st century

robots

ProUnamlniru Proul'ams

Columns N/tay 1995 3

0ur most important program of the year is our Annual

Design Awards. lt is a chance lor us to underscore the

importance of design to the public and feature our best

work. Last year, several members expressed c0ncern over

the confusion between the Design Awards and the Build-

ing Excellence Awards, awarded jointly by AIA and Master

Builders Association.

Apparently, the difference between the two awards was not

clearly distinguished. The situation was complicated by

the fact that a silver medal was awarded for the Building

Excellence Awards, but not for the Design Awards, Many

people, including the press, interpreted the silver medal to

0e the top award 'or both categ0ries.

The Board addressed the sublect and considered expand-

ing the awards program to include other building industry

organizations, as well as the possibility of holding sepa-

rate award programs for non-design categories. We also

considered keeping the Building Excellence Awards as part

ol this year's Design Awards and making an extra effo( to

distinguish between the two. The Board voted to exclude

all organizations, except AlA, from this yeais Design

Awards. ltfeltthiswould give us an opportunitytofollowa

program format that has proven to be successful while

exploring alternatives for subsequent years.

One o{ this yeais goals is to get feedback from our mem-

bership regarding program prelerences. How many events

should we have each year (we currently have ten)? What is

the proper mix of social interaction, business, and educa-

tion? Should we serve meals or lust relreshments? How

much should programs cost?

0ur programs are perhaps the most visible benefit we pro-

vide to AIA Pittsburgh members. Kevin Silson, AlA, Chair-

man of the Programs/Exhibits Committee, has contributed

both time and creative ideas to this endeavor and deserves

our thanks and appreciation. We hope to Iurther improve

programs by incorporating your input; please make an el-

f0rt t0 attend and glve us your opinion. fi

by Roger Kingsland, AIA President

0n March 29, lhe Chapter had a highly successlul

program at The Andy Warhol lt/useum, With over 130 at-

tendees, it was standing room only for Richard Gluckman's

talk about his work and the design of the Warhol fi,iluseum,

The program incorporated two components the Board teels

are critical to successful events: sponsorship and sales.

A large percentage of the program's cost was underwritten

bythe museum's project c0nstructi0n team, including Baker

Mellon Stuart, Bryan l\,4echanical, Gerson Electric, Easley

& Rivers, and Franco. ln addition, each Board member

c0ntacted five firms to ask a representative of each firm to

spread the word about the event, We realize a good pro-

gram is not enough. We also have t0 c0ntact people per-

sonally and bui d enthusiasm. lt seems to work.

We have other exciting programs planned for the year, in-

cl ud i ng:

r Karen Loyson, AIA has started a pr0gram whereby the

Hornbostle lecture will be part of a lecture series jointly

sponsored by AIA Pittsburgh, the Heinz Architectural Center

and the CIVU Department ol Architecture.

o 0n lVay I7, Thomas Gordon Smith, head of the Archi-

tecture Department at N0tre Dame University, will discuss

the New Classicism movement at lVel on lnstitute Audito-

rium.

. Terrence l\,4cDermott, CE0 of AIA National, will speak

on June 29 at Rosebud. I heard Terry speak at Grassroots

in January and he bolstered my confidence that AIA Na-

tional is, in fact, doing good things with our money.

Viewpoint

Homefront . , . . , . . ,

News ,..
Breaking Ground, .

Calendar

Dossier . .

Chapter meeting info

0n the c0ver: The Gateway House, at Fitth Aveneue and Woodland

Road, is one ofthe last remarnin0 Gothlc style houses in Pittsburoh.

A dem0liti0n 0rder f0r the Shadyside home ls presently being fought

ln the c0urts. Photos by l\4ary l\4cDon0ugh.

. The Program Committee is considering having a family

0uting at the Pittsburgh Zoo in July that would a low us to

experience the new Children's Zoo, designed by lndovina

Associates Architects.

e We have two town meetings a year, 0ne in January and

one in the fall, to discuss general business and political

i ssues.
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UpandRunniog.... .........8
0n Tuesday, tt/ay, 16 Allegheny County residents will go

to the polls to vote for new or incumbent County Commis-

sioners. Columns invited candidates for lhis influential

position to share their views with our readers. Here's what

they said.
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Pennsylvania counlies as the local

componeal rf llte American

lrtiturte of Arcl]ftects and the

Pennsylvania Society of Architecls.

The objective olAlA Piltsburgh is to

improve, lor sociery fie quality

ol the bullt environment by ludher

raising lhe standards of

architeciural education, lraining

a$ practicet foslerng desagr

excellence; and promotlng the

value ol architectural seruices to

the public. AIA membership ls

open to all reglSlered arch(octs

at lilectural intem, and a limited

number oi proless onals in

supporling iie ds.

AIA Pittsblrgh

21 1 Ninlh Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Telephone: 4124J1-9548

FAX: 4121471{5Bl

Chapter Officers
Boger Kingsland, AIA, President

lj/aureen oltlman, AlA, 1st V Pres.

Al C!|fii, AlA, 2nd Y Pros.

Gven Wliams, AlA, Treasurer

Alan Weiskopf, AlA, Secrelary

Anne Swa0er, Execuuve Direclo,

Columns Slalf
Catherine W l\,4athews: Project l!,Ianager

Michelle Fanzo l\,4anagirg Editor

Joseph Buesch: Art Director

Tom Lavelle: Ad l\,1anager

Editorial Board
Roberl S. Plaifinanr, AIA

Willram Brocious. AIA

Alan L. Fisi*ian, AIA

Anlhony G. Poli, AIA

David.J, Both, AIA

RobertJ Balley, AIA

DeepakWadhwanl AIA

COLUI\4NS is published ten tirnes a

year by, and plmarily foi members

of AIA Pillsbngh, A Chapteroi lhe

American lnstitute of Arch(ects.

Preferefce may be glvef to the

seleclion olworks anlcles,

oprnlons, leters, etc. o{ members

lor pubiicatlon. Howevei in the

inlor0st 0f furthering the gaai$ ol

the Chapter, as sialed monthly at

the top ol the masthead and ln the

membership dlrcciory, COLUMNS

wl publshther'rames of afd

propery credil nof-members

whether as parlicipants 1n the

design oJ wo*s.submitled by a

member. or asdesjoners oltheir

own work, or as auhors ol a'ticles,

opinion or letters.

opinions expressed by editors afd

contributors are not tecessar ly

those of AIA Pittsburgh. The

Chapler lras made every

reasonabls sfort lo provide

accurate and altiloaitative

inlormalion, bul a$umss no

liability fur the contents

And tfie Surtley Say$.,.

homef ront

more emphasis on general interest information. Just a few

of the topics suggested for coverage in upcomino issues

were: land and transp0rtati0n issues, entrepreneurial ar-

chitecture firms, local intern focus, firm management con-

cerns, exhibit reviews, liability issues, environmental con-

cerns, changes in code requirements and a call {or "more

controversyl"

0f the monthly components, the favorite is local news, with

the executive director's columns a close second. The next

favorite sections (in order of preference, all receiving high

marks) were the president's/editor's column, calendar,

breaking ground, and bricks and mortar A number of re-

spondents suggested expanding the calendar to include

more local/regional events and possibly having one rather

than two staff columns per month.

The tide turned with the dossier, which received three more

dislike than like votes (some members suggested it was

too 'fluffy') and more peopie dislike the engineers and

c0ntractors directories than like them, though there were

two people who said they like them a lot and found them

very useful. We are currently exploring redesigning the

d i recto ries to en hance thei r readabi I ity, wh ich is one of the

main reasons people said they didn't enjoy them.

Responses to "what would you like to see more or less of"

were extremely varied. Some of the more f requently men-

tioned were: (more) local news, in-depth features, firm

profiles, firm management articles, features/projects by

sma{l firms, book/exhibit reviews, committee reports, and

letters to the editor (l agreel); (less) firm/member profiles,

book reviews, editorials.

The large majority of respondents found the publication

readable, visually appealing, informative and an almost

u nan imous "usefu L" Al most al I respondents said that they

read 1 0 out of 1 0 issues. Readers were al most equal ly sp I t

between spendino less than 15 minutes or 15 to 30 min-

utes with each issue. Almost all ol the respondents have

passed c0pies 0r articles along to friends or others in their

office (Thanksl). blntinued next page)

W rtceioed tJte .tlrongest

sa/Yq response-r, onrl

some of tlte most

c o nfl i cti n g s u g4e.s ti o n s,

abaut editct rin/ couten/.

by lvlichelle Fanzo, Editor

It seems appropriate that May, a time 0l renewal,

also embraces Preservation lVonth, a time to think about

renewal, renovation, and refurbishment in the built envi-

ronment. This month Colunns looks at the

historic Strip District, two local preservation

projects in pr0gress, as well as the candidates

for Allegheny County Commissioner and the

AlAs continuing education pr0gram.

In this space I would like to share thoughts on

another kind of assessment and preservation

effort. ln January we asked Colunns'readers

to fill out a survey, letting us know what they

like and don't like about the publication. Feel-

ing we've received as much feedback as we

are going to get, we would like to now share

the results with you.

We received 37 responses, 27 from members,

l0 from other readers of Colunns. Not all 3/

respondents answered each questi0n, and some questions

allowed people to give more than one answer.

Overali, design elements ranked high, wjth satis{actlon with

i I lustrations/artwork the h ighest. Typography and photoo-

raphy also received prarse, with the majority of their rat-

ings coming in as a four on a scale of one to five (five

being the highest). 0nly three people rated any of the de-

sign elements ess than a three. There was a sense that

people would like to see more photographs and illustra-

tions if space permitted. Color as an option was n0t very

popular (though a handful of you strongly supported the

idea). Even less popular was raising dues to pay for color

capabilities, though four people said they would suppo(

the increase.

We received the stronqest resp0nses, and some of the most

conflicting suggestions, about editorial content. The vast

majority of respondents wish to maintain the current bal-

ance between general and specific interest information, with

six respondents saying they'd like more emphasis 0n spe-

cific (local) information and eight saying they would likeB crtrr^ i, o,irted or recycted paper


