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vi ewpo i nt

Some Big Eoefits of tie te./r:

oilr fiea' space on )rint/t

Street; tle Resource Center

teill lte up anr/ running in

-Nottember; roe lta'oe exltibind

a nurnber of excEtiono/

srtoos in our ga/\er.1,.

t1{ THtS rSSUE

Pencil Point...
Columns realluns that the earliest, simplest

scribblings can be as a rich and revealing as the

finished project.

tulenlal [oodles

Columns November 1994 3

The third item Ior this article focuses on a Riverlront Con-

ference being planned by the previously mentin0ned c0n-

sortium. While I feel that both the idea of the consortium

and the specific idea for the conference are of great value,

my appreciation for the importance 0f the river edges has

been renewed by a recent trip on the rivers. From a water-

side perspective, the archeology of industry and character

of the city is striking. Juxtapositions are uniquely Pitts-

burgh-rusting industrial relics and newly clean, pastoral

landscapes, battered coal barges floating past a sparkling

new high technology center. Plastic mesh lawn chairs mark

fishing spots, just as they mark parking spaces. There are

remnants ol boat docks lrom etiery era of Pittsburgh ship-

ping. Fern-like black willows line the river, charminqly

untended. One wishes that at least some of these water-

lront spots will be left exactly as they are.

The Riverfront Conference is expected to locus on these

kinds of issues as well as development. lt is intended to

pr0mote an informed public dialogue on riverfront issues.

The Heinz Architectural Center and Friends ol the Riverfront

are compiling an inventory of existing riverfront plans. The

ASLA and AIA will jointly present existing riverfront op-

portunities and the AIA's Urban Design Committee is de-

veloping a graphic comparison of cities where riverboat

gambling has occurred. Other organizations and the pub-

lic will be invited.

The conlerence is important not only because of riverlront

issues. but also because of the way the effort reflects the

desire of our organization t0 be part of the city's planning

and policy-making processes. Also, this kind of research

and facilitation role helps to make our expertise more ac-

cessible, valuable and utilized.

Perhaps these loose items read as thought sketches in this

"doodles" issue and perhaps, even in this rough format,

the messages will be communicated. rrrrr^

by Karen Loysen, AIA President

As this is the lasl Columns issue ol the year

and my last "V ewpoint,' choosing a subject on which to

espouse is even m0re difficult than usual.

As I am writing this 0n the day after the design awards

ceremony, the first item l'd like to include ls a recap of the

awards and an acknowledgment o1 the winners and the

generosity of Tedco, Landau and Duquesne Light for spon-

s0ring the event. I could reiterate what a success everyone

felt the joint MBA/AIA awards were, how pleasant it was to

c0ngralulate peers and friends, and tell some tales from

dinner with Jon Pickard, AIA and Daniella Voith, AlA. Not

only do our awards f0ster good design, but professional

camaraderie as well.

America's S letcl l,o o 1.............................. I 4
Historic American Engineering Record methodically

documents the nation's technological heritage. We

caught up with its members just as they completed

preservation work in Pittsburgh.

Tlte Architecture of Bohlin C),uinsii

Jaclson......... ..................... I 6
David Vater, AIA sits back in his well-cushioned chair

with the new BCJ book.

Viewpoint.....
From the Top . . .

Contractor's forum

News.....,....
Mailbox. . .

Breaking Ground.

Dossier..... ..

Calendar......

The second item is a recap of some Big Events of the year.

I like thls topic because people seem to iorget that this is

essentially a volunteer organization, except for Anne, Su-

san and Nancy, lt has taken a lot of effort for us to achieve

this year's many accomplishments: the search Ior a new

space resulted in our move to Ninth Street; the Resource

Center will be available to members and potential clients

in November; we have already exhibited a number of ex-

ceptional shows in our gallery; Columnsisnowpublished

in-house. The chapter also continues to work with other

organizations-assisting i n Architrave's f undraising auc-

tion and with CMU, Architrave and the Heinz Architectural

Center to create a Pittsburgh Lecture Series. We have

hosted a number of sessions with the Department of City

Planning to discuss planning topics and the Wabash

Bridge. The Urban Desiqn Committee has become involved

in a consortium of allied professional organizations to dis-

cuss riverboat gambling planning and design issues.

0n the cover:
Rich Banburak, AIA D00dles 0n a Dtnner Placenat
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from the top
AIA Pitlsburgh serues 12 Western

Pennsrvania couniies as the local

componenl 0f the American

lnstitute of Archrtocls and the

Pennsylvania Society of Arcllitects.

The objective ol AIA Pittsburgh is to

improve, for society, the quality

of the built envlronment by fu(her

raising the standards of

a,chiteatural education, training

and practice; fostering design

excellence: and promoting tl'le

vah.re o{ architectural serr'ices to

lhe public. AIA membership is

open to all rcgistered archiiects,

architectural interns, and a limited

number ol professionals in

supporting flelds.

AIA Pit$burgh

e1.1 Nioth Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

ieleplire: 41 ?471 -9548

FAX: 412/471 -9501

Chapter Offlcers
Karen A. Loysen, AlA, President

Susan Tusick. AIA '1st Y Pres.

Maureon Gultman,.AlA, 2nd V. Pres.

Deepak Wadhwani AIA Treasurer

Alan Weiskopf AIA, Secietary

Anne Swagi;r, Excutive Direclor

Catheaine W Mathews: Proiecl l,4anager

Michelle Fanzo: trianaging Editor

Jbseph Buesch: Art Director

Tofir Lavelle: Ad lvlanager

Editorial Board
Robed S Pfaftmann, AIA

Wliam Brochus, AIA

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Anlhony G Poli AIA

Davld J. Both, AIA

Douglas L. $huck. AIA

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA

Susan Breslow, AIA

CoLU[,lNS is publishedten limes a

year by, and primarily fol mernbers

of AIA Pittsblrgh, A Chapter of the

American lnstitute.of Airhitects.

Preferance may b8 give:,] to the

selection ol woIks, a(icles,

opinions, letlers, etc. of mernbers

ioipublication. Howeve( in the

irterest of lillheirg thogoals of

the chapter, as slated rronthly at

the top of the masthead and in the

membership diroctory; C0LUMNS

will publishlhe nryneso, and

properly credit non-members,

whether as partjcipants in the

dOsigri ot wo*s submitted by a

member, or as derigneF of liFrr

own work, or as authors ol ailicles.

opinion or letters.

opinions expreslgd by,editors and

contributors are not necessarily

those of AIA Pittsburgh. The

Chapter has made every

reasonable efl ort.lQ provide

accurate and authoritative

information. but assumes no

liability ior the contents.

late llliuhl UllithAnne swauen
Top 10 reasons why I love my job so much!

10. I love to talk on the phone and ours never quits

ri ng i ng.

9. I don't have to worry about whether I have a social

life or not because l'm always going to evening

meetings, precluding any opportunity to date

anyway.

8. I love questions I can't answer, like "Will I need to

eat dinner after the cocktail and hors d'oeuvre

recepti0n?" Answer: 0nly il you are a grocery queen

like me and thereJore must have food in your mouth

constantly.

7. lvlt. Lebanonites don't appreciate tuschia -
architects do lVy clothes are now {lashy and fun

instead of gaudy and inappropriate.

6. This is the only job l've ever had where doing every

thing at the last minute is not only socially accept-

able, it's expected.

5. Everyday I learn something new about architects, but

I'm still trying to f igure out how Mike Brady

supported a "bunch" of kids, a wife, a housekeeper,

countless pets, and lived in a big house in suburbia

on what an architect makes.

4. No one else would ever let me write a column 10

times a year and say whatever I want to say - even

thls

3. I threaten t0 expose members of my family in this

column il they don't do what I want them to do,

2. l'm better at soliciting for the AIA than just

soliciting.

and the number 1 reason...

1. I'm slill hoping to neet Mr. Ed!
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Come one, come all, and come at the right timel

Architrave's fundraiser, Archltecture on the Block,

has a new date. 0riginally scheduled for November

1 1, the event will now be heid on Friday, llovem-

ber 18 at 6 p.m. at the AIA oilice 0n Ninth Street.

Don't miss this distinctive opportunity to bid on a

singular piece of furniture, architectural sketch, ar-

tifact, print or buildinq remnant

Proceeds from the auction support Our Town, an

architectural educati0n experience lor at-risk chil-

dren. scnolarships, and an increasing awareness

of the profession, among other goals.

Items for auction are stiil needed, Cali John lt/artine,

AIA with donations: 227-6100

IrcIileclure
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS
MEMORIAT DESIGN

COMPETITION

'lhe Korean War Veterans of Western Penn-
sylvania Memorial Fund announce an open
competition to design a memorial which
will recognize the service of all Korean War
Veterans and to honor their achievements.
'lhe site for the memorial is located in
Roberto Clemente Park between the Fort
Duquesne and Sixth Street Bridges, on the
North Shore of the Allegheny River in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. lnterested parties
should contact the Memorial Fund, 1500

One PPG Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.

Ianuary l, 1995 is the closing date f\r receipt 0f resb-
tration furms. Design subntissions nrust be postnnrked
by April .)0, 1995.


