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for qualitl uorknanship and pmfessional manage-

ment on all5ou| construction proiects.

\o alca general contractor is better knorrl ot'

rnort resl)ectt'rl lhatt Johrt Dckleu'a anrl Sotts.

clients depend on you to be latowledge-

One of our recent projects, The Clubhouse ot Nevillewood is now home to the
Fomily House lnvitotionol Colf Tournoment.

able of materials and techniques while still

providing professional desigtt expcrtiso. You

can depend on John Deklewa and Sons, Inc.,

In the serren[,-fir,e years since our founding. w'e've prtxluced

some of the most, dramatic alld functionally rvell-integrated

buildings in Wostem Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia.

The Armenion room locoted
on the third floor of the
Cothedrol of Leorning at the
University of Pittsburgh is the
22nd notionolity room to be
estoblished ot the university.
The stone orched room copies
the mosonry techniques of
church ond monostery builders
of the I l th century. This mogni-
ficont clossroom wos designed
by Torkom Khrimiam who emi-
groted from Armenia in 1978.

We offer a full range of contractor

services. our pre-construction

planning and value engineering, for

e1m1te' can detect.troutlle spots earlv 
,*,,lli,fi1x,;i"?::;::::;i,:;;?'il,fi.1:!;?#,*,",

tO help SmOOth OUt the prcdUction exampti, ihe poot abovi is heoted and has on ozone purifi-
cotion system. The deep blue water is sunounded by a gron-

pfOCeSS. ThiS inSUfrgS yOUf pfgiect ite surfdce edged in limestone. The poil is lined with hand
' mode ceromic tile. On the left is a poal house sitting orea. To

comes in on rime and on budger. 'H:!!:i:#;:x,,t!tr;;l:::;::{,::,2:i'#:"H:2',
fish swimming in the current of the fountain.

Whether )'ou're considering

renwation and retrofit of an existing

structure or new conslruction, consulI

the expefis at John Deklewa E Sons. Inc.

For a more detailed analysis 0f your

specific needs. con[act John E. Deklewa.

President at 257-9000

JOHN DEKLEWA & SOTVS, lNC.
1273 Washington Pike. P.O. Box 158 . Bridgeville, PA 15017 c (412) 257-9000

GENERAL CONTRAC TOBS BIJILDING SUCCESS

Sweating The Details Is No Sweat
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1994 Design Awards

0ctober 3, 1994 Fulton Theatre

Welcome

Speaker lntroduction .

Lecture.

Presentation of Awards

Karen Loysen, AIA

Susan Tusick, AIA

Cesar Pelli., FAIA

Karen Loysen, AIA

*On lfu clnrce t/tot,llt. Pe//i i.; unalile lo atterrl
ile aaards .ercnail.t,, Jon Pirlard, .lI-l Jron
Ct.rar Pelli € Asscttiates aill b? ilte gu€st /(,tturo
for tie n'ening.

EXItttI tIF0[ttTt0r

OctoberS-November4
Monday through Friday g:30 am to 4:30 pm

AIA Gallery

211 Ninth Street

Downtown Pittsburgh

471-9548

What Are Design Awards?
And who are the trio of accomplished architects

offering their reviewing expertise on Pittsburgh

Chapter projects?

DesignAwards . . . I
A look at some ol Pittsburgh's best architectural work
for 1 994.

Viewpoint from the President

From the Top . . .

Engineers' Directory. . ., ., .

Contractors' Directory. . . . . .

Arch itectural Announcements
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0n the cover: Some ol th s years top wrnners
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AIA Pittsbu.gh serves 12 Western

, Pennsylvania courties as the local

componenl oi the American

l^shlule ol A'chitects and lhe

oennsytval a Soc etv 0I Arc!itects

Tle oblective of AIA Pittsburgh is

lo lmprove, for society, the qua lty

dthe builtenvionment by further

raising the standads ot

archilectural educAtion, iraining

and practice; foste.lng design

excellencel and promotifiglhe

valoe oi archrtectural services to

-. the public, AIA membelship ]s

open to all regisiered arcltitects,

ach(ectural tntens, and a limlled

aumber 01 professlonals in

, suppoiltu iields. ,

AIA Pinslurgh

211 Ninih Slreet, Pitlsburgh, PA

15222

Telephone: 4 1 21471'95481

, x4121471-e5$

Chapler Officers
Karer A. Loysen, AlA. President

Slsan Tusick, AiA 1st V PIes,

Malreen Guttman, AlA, 2nd V Pres.

Deepak Wadhwani, AIA Treasurer

Alan Weiskopl, AlA, Secretaly

Anne Swaget Execulive Dlrector

Michelle Fanzo: Managing Editor

Joseph Rresch: Art Direciot

.Tom 
Lavelle: Ad Manager

Editorial Board
Aobefi S. Piatlmann, AIA I

William Brocious, AIA

Alan L. Fishman, AIA

Anthony G. Poli, AIA

DavidJ.fioth Am ''
Sorglas L. Shuck, AIA

Deepal Wadhwani, AIA

Susan B.eslow, AIA

COLUMNS s published ten times a

'&ar by, and primarily {or, m0mb6l6

01 AIA Plttsburgh. A Chapter of the

Americar lnstitute 01 Archrtects. ..

Preterence may be given 10 the

selection oi works, articles,

opiniors, letlers eic. oi members

{or publioation. Howoveirin lhe

inleresl oi furthering the goals o{

. tho Chaltet as stated monthly at

the top ol the masthead and ln lhe

membership di€ctory, C0LUMNS

w ll publish the names of and

.properly credit en-members,

whether as participants in the

..design ol works.,submitteg by a

membel or as designers o{ lheir

own work, or as authors ol articles,

opinion or letters.

opinioas expressed by editors ar{

Do It ltllith An Architecl

viewpoint

ings care about the space as much as the creator. Good

architecture needs to be fostered by those who hire archi-

tects-cities, developers, private clients, architectural se-

lection committees. Seeking the most qualified architect

is one of the surest means of producing well designed

buildings. lVerit selection processes and careful matching

of architects'skills to projects are essential.

Ultimately, design excellence is in everyones best lnter-

est. The work of an architect is an asset not only to the

people who live and work in his or her structures, but can

make a difference in the surrounding area and be a mar-

keting tool for a city or region. For successful promotion

of tourism, convention business or regional development

in Pittsburgh, rigid planning, urban design and architec-

ture standards should be established and lollowed. This

means high standards not only for buildings, but also lor

transp0rtati0n and infrastructure networks, parks and public

spaces, natural landscapes and riverfronts.

So do it with an architect. Do it as well as possible, Good

architecture is worth the effort. Whether you are an archi-

tect, client, builder, owner or building user, be inspired by

the designs on the following pages t0 set high standards

and strlve to meet them, fu

Karen Loysen, AIA President

Welcome to the 1994 Design Awards-
a celebration which recognizes the accomplishments of

western Pennsylvania architects. At this annual event the

Pittsburgh Chapter of the American lnstitute of Architects

acknowledges architects who aspired to high standards

and achieved their goal, as well as clients who

placed emphasis on the quality of their proiects and

builders who took extra care with their cralt.

The awards not only recognize architectural struc-

tures, but reaffirms the value of working with an

architect and the imp0rtance of striving for high

quality design in our built environment. The value

of architectural design can be measured in many

ways-in economic terms, as when property is

improved tnrough an a'chitects vision. 0r in p'eo-

erty development, when good design creates fea-

sible development opportunities. When an archi-

tect imparts distinction to the design of a site or

building, its value and marketability are enhanced.

Uslng architects' expertlse Ior the remodeling of

existln0 structures insures that sound technical

decisions are made t0 protect owners' investments.

While matching the ambition 0f a project to its budget is

always diflicult, an architect's creative thinking can help

an ovvner make the most 0f budget dollars. ln addition to

being an expert in the technical aspects of design it is the

finding of poetry in the design solution which is the spe-

cial contribution an architect can make. An architect is able

to lift the spirit, express wit or whimsy, explain a didactic

point, bring meaning, calm or awe-inspiring strength to a

place through his or her deslgns. They can envision and

bring to reality the feelings and images which make a place

wonderful to use, see and remember.

While an architect can create wonderlul places, quality ln

architecture occurs best when the people who use build-
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from the top

Tb begin to articulate our
design desires, ae iaae to

recognize the difference

goorl daign can male in

our daily /iaes.

Slandinu Ahoue lhe Best

Columns October 1994 5

Chapters of the American lnstitute of Architects have an

annual awards program t0 recognize the architect(s) as a

designer who makes positive contributions and also, to

recogn ize the cl ient. Sure, the cl ient pays the bi I I and with-

out them there would not be any new projects, but our

recognition goes beyond the obvious, Design is not easily

articulated by those ol us who are untrained in the disci-

piine. Often because design is not easily explained, it is

discounted. Cllents deserve recognition precisely because

they wanted their building or project to be something more

and they said so. Tenser, Phipps and Leeper Corporation

wanted t0 be a good neighbor in their suburban commu-

nity. The Legent Corporation wanted to minimize the ef-

Iects of acres of black asphalt for parking cars. The Pitts-

burgh Child Care Institute wanted a place where children

could stretch their imaginations and teel joyful. With ar-

chitects, these clients accomplished what they set 0ut t0

do. Their buildings stand out above the rest and send a

message to their community that they care.

This year AIA Pittsburgh has also joined with the lr/aster

Builders Association to recognize the builders of these

projects. Contractors take the vision and have to bring it in

on time and within budget. We reward and celebrate the

team effort between architect, builder, and client that re-

sults in these special places,

To begin to articulate our design desires, we have to rec-

0gnize the difference good design can make in our daily

lives, The public-the users of our places-deserve and

sometimes demand that we do this. Today, it's Henry ver-

sus the neighborhood pizza parlor Tomorrow, maybe it

will be an entire suburb against Wal-marts and their acres

of asphalt. My applause to the architects, builders, and

clients who already care and are making a dilierence, fi

Anne Swager, Executive Director

As we drive aboul lown,

my comments to my children about who built what build-

ing and why I like it or don't is one of the quickest ways t0

elicit loud groans and moans from the backseat. They pro-

test loudly and frequently that no one cares, especially in

the backseat, who designed what. The only way to impart

any knowledge to them is to throw out small sound bites

of information before they have a chance to start channel

surfing on the radio. My children are at those awful ages

when they have a negative opinion about everything, in-

cluding what lwear ("too 80's') and who Idate ("he's a

geek'). But looklng on the positive side, maybe some of

what I say is beginning to sink in because they are starting

to comment about what they see.

I make no b0nes with my children about my opinion on

anything and everything but mostly we talk about places

in their neighborhood, Where they live is also where they

play and go to school and so, it is most importanlto them.

0ur recent attentions have focused 0n a very small com-

mercial district near our house. The district is old and the

buildings mostly sufler from disinterest or modernization

attempts from an era when upgrading meant siapping some

new materials on a building to render it unrecognizable.

Henry, my 11 year old son, commented on a new enter-

prise in this district (yet another piza parlor), just the other

day. He commended the owners for their eflorts to paint

and fix up the building but he said n didnl t'it. lt was like

covering a gingerbread house with pepperoni-it would

look stupid and wouldn't taste very good. ln a stunning

jump of logic, he ann0unced that the pizza probably wasn't

very good either. I was too surprised by his design apti-

tude to argue with him about jumping the gun on the pizza

we hadn't tried, (Besides, it wouldn't have done any good

since he is always sure he is right.) lt's imp0rtant t0 l00k

around our environment to see what works and why. lt is

als0 imp0rtantt0 commend those that made pOsitive con-

tri butions,


