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viewpoint

Making a Difference

by Karen Loysen, AIA President

Al A. So, why does it make a difference

“The AIA .. .is an
organization whose clout

and effectiveness is directly
related to the size of its
membership.”

to write those three letters after your name?

I wondered about the answer to that question during
the Chapter’s recent long-range planning session. As
often happens, there was much discussion around the
topic of membership. We discussed the effectiveness
of our chapter, whether the needs of different member
contingencies are being met, and whether the benefits
of membership are perceived to be worth the dues. We
discussed the need for new member recruitment and
the need to maintain our current membership, particu-
larly through lean economic times. The AlA is, after all,
an organization whose clout and effectiveness is di-
rectly related to the size of its membership.

Recruiting or keeping members relies on the answer to
the question—why does it make a difference to be a
member of the AIA?

Becoming an AIA member means you become a par-
ticipant in the national, statewide and local community
of architects, and becoming a contributor, through your
dues, to furthering the causes of architecture and the
profession in general. The range of the AIA's activities
is rather astounding. Perhaps because it would take an
equally astounding amount of paper to communicate
each activity to all of its members, the full scope of
activities may not be well known. Some of the causes
which are supported through your dues include:

National:
e research and publications on a wide variety
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* lobbying efforts for/against legislation favorable
to architects or in the interest of architecture

o disaster relief

e scholarships

* development of contract documents

e legal advice, briefs on case studies relevant
to practice

e financial support of R/UDATS

* international ambassadorship of architecture

 public relations on behalf of architecture

* professional practice continuing education

» member awards and recognition programs

o Architecture magazine

State:
* state level legislative lobbying
* state representation on national issues
e representation on registration issues

Local:

e support of a place and staff to distribute
AIA documents, and who plan and organize
the events of the chapter

* support of a place to exhibit the work of members,
publicity for members through the Directory,
Columns (which has distribution of 2,000 —

450 members and 1,500 non-members),
and advertising

e public education and outreach

* public interest activities such as the
Wabash Bridge Charette
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