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A sevenfif-ftve year
t:o,vnmitrnent to cr aftsmanship

areas most experienced general contractors. Since it's

inception by lohn Deklewa, Sr., in 19.l8, the firm has

been involved in most types of construction activity.

From building construction to water and waste

treatment facilities to high end residential and fine

mill work installation. John Deklewa & Sons, lnc.

applies state of the

art construction

techniques and a sense

of fine craftsmanship.

"tlm Court" o 9 ocre privote estate locoted north of Pittsburgh

involves unique odditions ond renovotions, including on
undetground theoter.

"Posquerillo Pedorming Arts Center" situoted on the University of
Piltsbutgh's Johnstown compus, contoins o 1 004 seot proscenium

style moin theote(, ond the 200 seot "Block Box" lheoter.

St. Lozoros Orotory it one ol the lorgest clear spon postlension
concrete structures in the tri-stote oreo, requiring lhe speciol skills

of lohn Deklewa & Sons, lnc.-

We are proud to have

been a part of the

Western Pennsylvania

construction industry

for the past seventy-

five years and as we

step into the future,

we keep one foot in

the past.
tohn Deklewa, Sr.i founder of the flrm that
beors hls nome, could be found checking .

the iob.prcgrest. This some ottentlon to

detail hos become a trodition on all John

Dekleffi & 
'ons, 

lnc. prcJeets.

JOHN DEKLEWA & SOruS, INC.
1 273 Washington Pike . P.O Box 1 58 Bridgevi lle, PA 1 501 7 . (412) 257-9000 Fax (41 21 257-4486
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w iewpo int

Following the 1988

I left the last convention
feeling very positive
about the future of
arch itectu re--about the
integrity, skill level, and
professional acumen that
I razitnessed in people
around rne.

Columns june I993 3

Missed Opportunities
and Must See Events
by Douglas Shuck, AIA President

Remaking CiUes Conference,

the Chapter leadership ftcided it was time to submit an

application to host the AIA National Convention and re-

convene the Remaking Cities Conference at the sanr

time. 0ur Chapter's elforts became locused on hosting

the gathering in 1999 and showcasing our city. lt was

believed the "blush would not be ofl the rose" and

Pittsburgh s translormation from a heavy industrial eco-

nomic base to a high tech health, corporate, and service

oriented community would be well underway. The AIA

commitlee which reviews and selects cities lor the Na-

tional Convention visited Pittsburgh and indicated we

could only host the 1 999 convenlion il there was a com-

mitrnent to expand our convention center.

Following numerous letters to AIA National, as recently

as a month ago, and correspondence to the governor

and state legislature lor a commitment to expand our

convention center, we received a letter lrom Harrisburg

indicating it is not within the budget to do so. In re-

sponse, AIA National has decided to look elsewhere lor

the site of the 1999 convention (probably &nver) This

intormation has greatly disappointed the local AIA Board

and is a missed opporlunity lor the city to be show-

cased, and for our Chapter to host this prestigious event.

AIA Pittsburgh will continue to support any initiative

towards expansion, renovation and/or development of a

new convention center and looks lorward to hosting this

event in the luture. Ihis lost opportunity does not mean

that we may not reconvene a Remaking Cities Confer-

ence some time before the year 2000. We wrll continue

to keep our options open lor luture opportunities and

developments which may provide a forum to reconvene

lhis event

Architecture at the Crossroads

0n a brighter note, you have received your schedule and

regislration inlormatron lor the 1993 National Conven-

tion and the XVlll lnternational Un ion ol Architects meeting

in Chicago this month, June I 8th through the 21 st Havin g

attended a National Convention in Cincinnati several years

ago, I would urge you to set aside tirne lor this event. lt

is an opportunity to renew lriendshrpslj:Ir::rjy:

ln This lssue
Preservation Arazards - - - - -- -. - - -.. 7
The Historic Review Commission gives credit where

credit is due

Roorn to Move ..-..--a
A portfolio of the new look in commercial and office

space.

PA's One-Cal I Systern .--------. 1 2
The cheapest insurance around.

From the Top

Viewpoint.

Homefront

Brmking Ground

Contractors' Directory

3

4

5

14

15

16

19

20

21

ceJune Meeting

On the cover:
Rothschild Architects' US Connect Pittsburgh projecl reflects the technological and human relationship inherent in the

clent's computer networking company.
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Send in the Nernrs

by Michelle Fanzo, Editw

Milling around with a glass of Sprite in my hand, I hap-

pened to have overheard conversati0n snippets in the

crowd before Aprils Hornbostel dinner. I lound much ol

the project inlormation being shared to be interesting,

especially since it was all news to me. Did you know

L. D, Astorino & Associates has been working 0n three

baseball athletic facilities in Florida as well as Pitts new

basketball arena and changes to Three Rivers Stadium?

Me neither. So this got me thinking about letting every-

one know, lrom the largest lirm

to the newest newcomer, that

Columns is a great place to let

people in on whats happening

in the profession.

I have recently discovered sorne

very interesting endeavors un-

dertaken by area architects

, . , throuoh casual conversation or(-olumns ls a Foocl
research for articles wholly un-

place to update 
related to colunns.A number

peers On aCCOrr l- ol young architeds are part ol

plishments and an ambilious do-it-yourself

ShOrnr readers hOrnz group 0lFriendship residents

architects can renovatinghornesinthatneigh-

borhood. Steve Hawkins, AIA

make a difference has been busy renovating and

in a cornmunity. designingthespacelorKayla's,

an attractive new restaurant; lhe

Brenenborg Brown Group was

integral in renovations to the Upstairs Theater building

and Ray Schinholen, AIA did the art deco lacade ol

Pittsburgh s newest art gallery, Garfield Artworks-all on

Penn Avenue in Garlield. A rejuvenation ellort is emerg-

ing in this neighborhood as may be happening else-

where. Your rnembership publication is a good place to

update peers on just such accomplishments and show

readers how architects can make a dillerence in a com-

munity.

While Columns tries t0 present the best photographs

with informative text in our lealures, Iirrns and individu-

als (this lnclu&s interns and students) should never

feel they don't have the "right stuff" to submit a project

update, an award announcement, or an interesting aside,

lf there is no time or resources to write a lormal press

release, a quick fax (as long as its legible) or briel phone

call to our ollice is suflicient to put an announcernent in

Breaking Ground and other monthly sections. (Just re-

member inlormation musl be received five weeks prior

to publication.) The same goes lor story ideas. We can't

promise to run right out and cover every topic, but we

certainly enc0urage recommendations.

Sorne insightlul articles appearing in Columns over this

past year have been written by rnembers or readers. David

Baves, AlA, who wrole about prolessional liability in

0ctober, will have another feature appearing in this issue.

Last month Struclural Engineering Corporation shared

their renovation expertise with the Chapter. In the near

lutwe, Colunnswill be publishing a "How to Write and

Submit Articles for Publication" story to explain how

simple the task is. Until then, we welcorne any questions

members have about submitting material or i&as to us.

0n a linal note about sending us inlormation, the ab

sence of commiftee reports in recent issues has been

noticed by some members. Having received very fetv

over the course of many months, I would like to extend

the invitation ol sending news to Colurnnsto committee

chairs. However you can get the stulf to me, please do:

phone, fax, courier, smoke signals (only on clear days).

Members are interested in whats going on in the Chap-

ter. So am l. O

ol,urltt


