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inception by lohn Deklewa, Sr.; in 1918, the firm has

been involved in most types of construction activity.

From building construction to water and waste

treatment facilities to high end residential and fine

mill work installation, }ohn Deklewa & Sons, lnc.

applies state of the

art conitruction

techniques and a sense

To.day,lohn Deklewa 5r Sons, lnc. is oneof the

areas most experienced general contractors. Since it's

of fine craftsmanship.

We are proud to have

been a part of the

Western Pennsylvania

construction industry

for the past seventy-

five years and as we

step into the future,

we keep one foot in

"tlm Court" o g-ocre ptivote estote located nolh of Pittsburgh
involves unique odditions ond renovotions, including on
underground theoter.

"Posquetillo Perlorminq Arts Center" situoted on the Universily of
pittsbutgh's lohnstown compus, contoins o I 000 sedt prosceniufr
style main theoter, ond the 200 seot "qlock Box" theoter.

St- Lozoros Orotory is one of the lorgesl cleot spon posttension
aoncrete structures in the tri-ttote oreo. requiing the speciol skills

of lohn Deklewo & Sont, lnc..

the past.
lohn Del<lewa, St., founder of the ftrm that
bedrs hls nome, coild bo found checklng

the iob prcgress. This some qtlention to

detail h6 become a trcditlon on all Joho

Deklwo 8 
'ont, 

lnc. proiects.

JOHN DEKLE & so^rs, lNc.
1 ington Pik6 . P;O, Box 1'58 . le, PA 15017 o (4'12\ 257-9000 . Fax (412) 257'4486
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Sornething to Gain
By Douglas Shuck, AIA Presidenl

Living in Findlay, Ohio developed in me

The most successful
projects rnzill be
those in rnzhich there
are sign ificant contri-
butions by all of the
parties tornzard a
cornmon goal.

an enhanced appreciation of historrc preservation and

restoration. This western 0hio community developed

during the gas boom days ol the late 1800s and many

wealthy industrialists built beautilul 0ueen Anne, sec-

ond empire, and lederalist period homes on the main

street ol this city. During the '70s and '80s many ol these

hornes' original lamilies lett and the houses were pur-

chased by new owners lor preservation and renovation.

Most ol the new owners were young professronals and

executives with Cooper Trre and Marathon 0il who re-

stored these homes to their once rich grandeur and cre-

ated a main street entrance lor the city But whether we

are restoring turn-of-the century homes, preserving the

character ol a North Side neighborhood, renovating the

Priory lnn and St. Mary's Church or redesigning a lormer

Sears departnent store in Allegheny Center lor lntegra

Bank, we are in the process of providing new economic

sttmulus and growth, and returning quallty ol lile to neigh-

borhoods and structures which othenrvise have fallen

into disrepair or stagnate economic growth.

0wners are always requesting that we renovate their build-

ings and provide a new image, increased space, and

business etliciency ln essence, we are creating a new

environment lor that client that will lit into the neighbor-

hood, encourage those using the lacility to greater

achievement, and stimulate surrounding nelghbors to

continue the renovation momentum. As prolessionals

we should be the stimulus lor responsible preservation

and restoration lor our clients. Owners can provide op-

portunities for renewed growth and enhanced quality ol

lile. City, state and lederal governments can provide li-

nancial rncentives lor many ol these projects to take place

through tax incentive programs, enterprise zones and

unique buy-back arrangements. Lending institutions can

olfer creative linancial programs, reduced points and

eliminate miscellaneous lees to lavor preservation and

restoration of older structures and neighborhood areas

The most successlul projects will be those in which there

are signilicant contributions by all ol the above named

parties toward a common goal in which everyone has

something to gain, The owner gains a renovated struc-

ture with new vitality which will enhance its function.

The neighborhood gains becauset:::::::i*:

ln This lssue
Here Today, Here 3

4
A look at ten ol the city's most endangered historic sites. 

Mairbox .. ............ ........ ........ ... .,.....4

Viewpornt....... ..

Tornorrornz?-..-------------------------7 
News

Saving Structures .-----.-.----.-. 1 2 Breaking Ground

What to look for when starting a renovation. Calendar

15

17

ArchiveAcquisitions -----------14 
Contractors,Direclory

what's new at the c MU Archives 
Engrneers, Directory ..

on the cover: 
MaYlileeting

The one that didn't make it. The wrecking ball hovers above the mangled remains ol the now extinct Syria Mosque-

only one ol many endangered historic landmarks in the area. phoro by Michelle Fanza

20

21
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Hrcar Pffilrfnia cditid a! h€

lo$l$mpmct olth Aiefta

lBtit& 0l Aldlitds ,rd tN

Prmrylvaia Socidy ol Ardritrdl.
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l6in[U xrd ptrdEe, ,olerir{ disrgn

scrlElrr; rrd ponotng tir Ydw ol

aldibcurals.llic|3 to th B.6lic AIA

mcnh,lhip i! Sdih rll olitNnd

al$lecb, ardrlectrnl irlom, ild a

limited nmb.r ol polelsionah ii
$rmting lield!.

Cl4er lladquarten CltG Torer,

025 Lihrty Ave, Plt$ur$1 PA 1522

hloplrn: {12il71-95{8:

FAX: 412/,{Il9$1,

Keepirg the Past for the Future
Update on the Historic Revievv Cornrnission

Chapter Ofificer:
Oor4lar L. Sltt*, AlA, Dctidutt

l(am A. Loyrat, AtA, ld V.ftc*lml

Sugan Tusi*, AlA, 2nd V- ft,*iot
Hoger (in$lild, All" Sullay
D*p* \{Mnr{, AtA lrmrrr
furnc Swagu, [rwuliw 0iator

C0LtAlllS it pultshd ten

lirru a yca by tr Ht$urgh

Ch+tor AIA h asodrlion rtitt

eonir Cantor/[rcortiw tdtu

lli*dh ffl2o/tr anaginC [ditor

Joc Coopr'Slvir/Art tlirmtu

Eill hins/ft odutlion Uauga

Tun.LavddAd Maraga

The prelirninary
compilation of a
Pittsburgh Register
of Historic Places

GAI Consultants, lnc has

been hired by the Department

of City Planning to prepare a

plan to review the impact of

development projects on un-

derground historic resourcss.

Ihe study will cover down-

town, 0akland and the

riverfronts-the sections of

the city where most early

setllements and developrnents were located and may have

left evidence of themselves.

The Historic Review Commission, established in 1979,

had another busy year in I 992. The commission issued

83 Certificates olAppropriateness (the commission s per

mit), presently bringing the number 0l structures it over

sees to 1 700 Iocated in the city's seven historic districts,

thirty landmarks and one historic site. The preliminary

compilation of a Pittsburgh Register of Historic Places

was the largest undertaking last year for the commis-

sion. The group expects to linish the survey and publish

a final Pittsburgh Register by

the end of this year.

The biggest prpservation news in the las{ two years is

the state Supreme Court ruling in July 1991 concerning

the United Artists (or Boyd Theatefl case, stating that

historic designation of private proprty wilhout the owners

consent is a "taking" un&r the Pennsylvania Constitu-

tion. Though the case was re-heard in 0dober 1 991, n0

decision has yet been reached and the Pittsburgh His-

toric Review Commission continues to operale under

the assumption that historic distrids, il not individual

structures, nny still be nominated and designated with-

out prior consent ol all owners.

The commission and City Council dealt with a number

ol historic nominations in 1992, involving a wide range

ol potential landmarks, diskicts and sites. The lollowing

received hisloric &signation status in 1992. The 0ak-

land Civic Center Historic Diskict, 311 Lowenhill Street

(Lowen-Shaffer Farmhouse), 118 Woodland Road (the

Giovannitti House), Site of Fort McKinley,1251 N Negly

Avenue (the King Estate), 344 Boulevard of the Allies

(Engine House Number 1),

The commissions annual awards lor outstanding pres-

ervation projects will be announced this month. 0

\Nas the largest
undertaking last
year for the
commlsslon.Editorial Board

fok( S. Phllnra, AIA

Williil Brocbus, AIA

ftmd Dryor, hum nember

Alm L Fi*ma, AIA

Antmy G Po[, flA

DaidJ Roth,llA

oflghr L. Sud, AIA

0.qnk V{adtxn'i, AIA

Pithburgh Chaptf ol th. Alnilican
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etc ol mrnben hr publicdion

C0tUl{liS h publhhod by, ad
prmarily lor, thc nembrn ol the

llo$ve(, in th intlr$t ol

lunhuing lh. loalr ol fu Chapler,

a! $atrd 
'ionlhB 

i tl'. lop ol $e

mastked rd in hi mmhBhip

diaclory, C0Ll.lill,JS rlll publi* the

nils ol aid proprdy cr,dit non-

Inelnben, rhethqr r! gryticipal! in

trr &sign ol rotls sGmittrd by r

merdsr, or ar d*iqncn ol lltir om

rod(, or as arrhoB ol aiicle!,

opinim! 0l bnin.

opiniom €rpre$id by rditon and

cml{ib(ot! are not neaa$arily

thoe olllro Pil$hrgh ChaSet, AlA.

Th Chapler hd madr €rtrt

nason$le ellort to pmvidl accurde

ard adhill tivr inlofidion, but

a$ume! no li&ilily lor hi contertr.

PHLF Speaks Out On Charette

We wish to make the following points regarding the

design produced at the Wabash Bridge charette:

Our recollection is that the buildings on the east side

of Market Street were to be demolished as far as the

Boulevard ol the Allies, whether lor a roadway or a

park strip. Ihis would be a willing sacrilice ot historic

buildings and historic street scale.

At Stalion Square, lhere wou ld be an open area just east ol

the new bridge. This, ol course, is something wanted by

sonn charette participants, not sonrething that will happen.

Just inland lrom the railroad, the charette creates a btlur-

cation, with two level roadways to the old Pennsylvania

rightol-way, one central roadlay to the tunnel, and two-

level bus platlorms. The rise o1 the tunnel roadway at

this point would h visually discordant and the roadlvay

would widen to about 50 feet, not including the bus-stop

platlorms. This would create blight where we intend to

build A sugpstion by Paul Farmer that the bilurcation

begin south of $ation Square Drive, where it might some-

how be muffled by construdion, would mitigate the situa-

tion, though thought still has to be given lo noise and

fume abatement over the whole width ol Station Square.

Perhaps I should have objected to these conclusions

at the tlme, but I felt mysell in a mlnority where con-

sensus prevailed, and decided to comment on the

published document.

Yours tru ly,

Walter C, Kidney, Historian

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation

Mailbox
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Will the Next N4ayor Please Stand Up?

The March membership nnetin5a pre-primary question and answer session with

mayoral candidates-gave architects the opportunity to have the next nnyor ol Pitts-

burgh directly address questions about the built environment. A true slice ol Pittsburgh

life was visible atthe Engineers'Club on March 24th, with the responses ol Gary Hen&rson,

City Council President Jack Wagner, Chaston Roston, Jr, $ate Representative lom

Murphy and Bobert Pirchesky being as varied as the city's architecture.

views, frequently nol answering the moderators ques-

tion rn preference to driving home hrs "safety first"

message.

Roston advocates keeping businesses in lhe city, cutting

the mercantile and entertainrnent taxes, stopping city con-

tracts to private contrmtors, restructuring the police force,

and building aflordable housing lor lower and middle in-

conn households He is unhappy Crawford Square public

housing costs $80-105,m0 while comparable homes in

Boston go for $40,000. "This has got to change," he says.

According to Wagner the nexl renaissance in Pittsburgh

will be its rivers, stating he would like to push the ailing

Armstrong Project lonvard and build more boat docks.

Expansron ol the convention center is his top priority

and he is a proponent ol the Mon Valley Expressway, bul

is against the Southern Beltway. Wagner leels reopening

the Wabash tunnel is crucial to the citys groMh and

adyocates lott style apartments downtown.

Murphy wants to take advantage of Pittsburgh's tourism

possibilities, is a strong and active proponent of riverkont

&velopment, feels jobs are not physically available with in

the city for young people in lower and middle incorne

communities, and says the opportunity to own, rather

than rent, is critical to rebuild neighborhoods. "Ihe eco-

nomic base has shitted," says Murphy, 'Ve can't con-

tinue operating a city ol the 
-l950s " fi

This cross-section ol candidates made what was initially considered a "flulty" question

one of the more revealing queries ol the evening. What is your favorite building or place

in the city and why? elicited insightlul answers kom three of the

A true SliCe Of men under scrutiny. Wagner responded with PPG Plua lor its

pittsburgh life 
representation of the past and luture of the city "That building

put the city on the map to a great degree-it stands alone "

rnzaS visible at the Murphy chose Beech Avenue on the North Side: 
,,pick 

any

debate. house-its Pittsburgh," said Murphy noting that this lormerly

rundown street is one ol the lew plrces in the city thats in-

creased its population in the past few years, ln yet another per-

spective, Hen&rson picked the East Liberty Presbyterian Church

because it represents higher moral values. "We have to get back to character building in

our youth," says the candidate, who feels the church must nurture and leach right and

wrong in the community.

0n other topics Henderson, a proponent of historic preservation, felt the city has done a

poor job of marketing itself and should provrde tax incentives to keep businesses in the

city, develop riverlront housing "better than anything the suburbs could olfer," and spur

more economic development in neighborhoods

Pirchesky, who emerged as the poor mans Ross Perot, was a strong advocate ol gun

control and more police walking the skeets He took a very down home approach to his

Sorneth ing to Cai n -corrrintrecrrrornrrage3

enhanced image, and a sign ol prosperity. The community or city gains the economic

stimulation and improved long term tax base. The architect is recognized for accomplish-

ing a successful prolect and a potential repeat client, and establishing possible referrals lor

new projects. The financial institution has an economic asset in lieu of a bad debt.

Historic preservation does not always have to deal with structures which are old, but can

also deal with preserving the beauty of nature in open spaces, surrounding hillsides,

wooded ravines, views ol neighborhoods, city and regional parks, office buildings lramed

with trees, and tunnel and bridge approaches which span many of our rivers These are

vrews which need to be preserved and restored to work

in concert with the structured environment.

The North Side, the South Side, and Findlay, 0hio will

all survive, but those communities and neighborhoods

that have concert wilh all players working together will

have a renewed richness of spirit, sense ol community,

and quality ol lile


