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Involvement Encouraged

for Visionaries

by Douglas Shuck, AlA, President

1993 presents some unique challenges

We, as architects,
have an urban
agenda for Pittsburgh
and have established
ourselves in a lead-
ership position.

for architects. We can increase our effectiveness in local
government, increase the perceived value of the profes-
sion, and facilitate AIA member involvement in outreach
projects. These are three of the six goals identified by our
organization’s 1993 long-range plan.

This year, we have the opportunity to elect a new mayor
for the City of Pittsburgh. As professionals, we need to
establish an ongoing dialogue with local officials, lobby
for qualifications-based selection for government projects,
and achieve architectural representation on selected com-
mittees and planning groups. All of the above can be
initiated by becoming involved in the primary race and
supporting the candidate of your choice.

The next mayor should be a person with vision that will
lead us into the next decade and have a dynamic influ-
ence on the city. Our new mayor should be encouraged to
espouse the following programs:

 New housing similar to the Crawford Square
project.

e Infrastructure improvements, similar to the
Wabash Bridge project.

e Mass transportation improvements.
e Public safety improvements.
o Waterfront development for public use.

* Tax incentives for job creation and economic
development within specified zones.

* Contaminated industrial site clean up.

* Programs to attract new businesses, corporations
and industries to invest within the city.

Recent editorials in the Post-Gazette have identified ar-
chitects as “visionaries and problem solvers,” promoting
a positive perception of our role in the city. We, as archi-
tects, have an urban agenda for Pittsburgh and have es-
tablished ourselves in a leadership position interested in
growth and development, and | encourage all of you to
maintain that momentum and bacome involved.
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