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W-hen you like color as rnuch as we do, being
lirnited to 11" x 17" copies just doesn't cut the mustard.
And cerrainly not the ochre.

That's why we've invested rrr one of the best fi-rll-
color plotters on the rnarket. W'hich rnakes picture-
perfect copies up to 36" wide by ^y reasonable length.
W-hether you're working from hard copy as big as

11" x 17", Postscript or clther software files.
And here's the cherry on top: our turrraround tirne

would make a photo lab turn distinct shades of green.
So give us a call to find out rrore.
Because the biggest news in color this winter is

not on Park Avenue. But Penn Avenue.

BLUEPRI NTING
911 Penn Avc., Pittsburgh, PA I5ZZZ

8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Phone 281-3518



COLUMNS
home front

An Art of Wonder
Miclwlh Fann, Editor

My mother Game to visit me
lor he holi&ys this yea. ls it wasn't her lirst trek to he bur$, she d akeady been ff4ged to the top ot l[tt. Washingon via

the atmospheric incline, spun around the Ndionality Rooms, shown he ver&ncy ol tre Phips Consenratory ard even

whisked over to the city's largest birdhouse and made to buy a Sare he Aviary buton. So wid nor, I trouSrt, insisting tlut

she couldnt just relu.

We rvent to Clayton to g4e at he Vidorian-.&conted nansion. &r the way out, fir docmt mnnrkod ttnt

all year long people lrom around the world come to tour Henry Clry Frick's house, but it hles Chrisfnas

to bring out the Pittsbur$as.

TIis made nn think about AIA Pittsbur$. An outsi&r to the prolessiofl, I am dnwn to ar*itecturo--its

history its longevity, its engineering-wiftout being bogged down by the reality ol prrticing the art. Ihis

is akin to visiting a nar place whose wonders dennnd to be ogled, tasted, smelled, and appreciated. But

il you have always lived there, getting the copier lixed and organizing nnetings bke precedent over

nonpareil marvels. They ITEy et/en be taken lor gailed, rdher like the landnBrks ol Pittsburghb $eel heritage are to a

Plttsburgha or he unique artistry and potential ol actritedural skills to an architect.

Evuy year AIA Pittsbur$ temporarily lorgets about he nurnerous little lires clamoring for attention and makes tirne lo

genenate a longrange plan lu fte chapter (p. 6). Seeing long range goals raher tran short term concerns trelps people regain

sone ol that youttful enlhusiasm. As an outsider, I see Pittsburgh as a gem and architedure as an art ol wonder, full of puzles

and purpom. Architeds in this city work lrom an esteemed position. They shape, inf luence and crede tre built environment ol

one ol ttp ndion's most promising cities. And il it's nd your skysuaper that shows up on the souvenir stand postcards, your

$adium that appeals on Wi& World of Sputs or your sdool or hospital renovation which helps to educate u heal

housands, if ll be your hou$tful addition which gives nr a place to write, or a new kitden where I can be inspired to lean

to cook.

Ittis issue ol Colunns exhibils tre dapteis 1993 longrange vision, examining where rt has been and where tre orEnia-

tion wants to go, This is a good time lor individual rellection as well. Forget the bidding w*s, the pen in he plotter ban never

works, the time wasted on trivia. Take a mornent to recall uhat youle accomplished since that lirst ymr ol adritecture school,

and consider just how la you could yet go. Architecture is an art of wonder. Keep it in sight. fi

'cArlt , C.

Architects in this
city \ /ork from
an esteemed
position. They
shape, influence
and create the
builtenvironrnent
of one of the
nation's most
prornising cities.
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COLUMNS
executive director

Lobbying, Leashes and
Long-Range Thinkirg

Anne SYager, Executive Dtedor

ln my past career Iife,
an associate and l, taced with the task of replacing a long

standing lestival with a new gla event, planned and held a

$ate fair lor our community, Mt. Lebanon. Replete wifir cow

plop, bingo, country cloggers and booths designed to en-

courage every parent to spend money enterbining junior all

in he name of a good cause, the weekend event was a

success. Our lair was an original lor Mt. Lebanon but the

i&a carne from Neil Spence of ra-

dio rush hour reporting lame. Ap-

parently, he endured one loo many

parking fines for overstaying his

welcome at a parking meter and

dubbed the community The Greal

flale ol trlt. Lebanon. The moniker

$uck especially with those ol us h-

miliar with lr4t. Lebanons desire to

regulate everythin g posible, includ-

ing satellite dishes and in home

nuny t0 be a wild life sanctuary. Becentty, here have been

nuny late night nretings devoted to exploring tre pros and

cons of a leash law lor cds. lVe never known a cd that

would willingly do anything you wanted it to do rnud less

lollow docilely hhind you tethered to a leash but the ongo-

ing battle as reported by the local suburban newspaper has

nude lor sorne great reading. Mostly, lhave slryed removed

lrom these occasional outbreaks ol

nnss hysteria wtrich should not mis-

lead you into hinking I don't have a

very strong opinion on each and every

isue. lt is just that I alreafr go to more

than rny share ol meetings and I donl

need to alienate any ol my neighbors

with a disdaintul eyeroll uhen hey sug

pst that their bad< prd is being run

over by a pack ol unruly felines. AS

has allorded nB the wisdom ol know-
ooq
Dojglrst, $$cl(M,,..

Dee*!t-dht[x{.M businessestonarneonlyafewlcan \A/e need to ingttratitisbestfornrtoconlinemy

remember, Best ol all, Mt. Lebanon be rnore effec- rantingsonanygivensubjecttothepri-

alwaysputacheeryhceonhiscon- tive in Ouf vacy ol my armchair. Unlortunately,

linuing$reamofordinancesbyex- r r r . ?r. ._ onceadecadelhavetoabandonhis

plaining them all and nnking them IoDDytng etrorts 
common s€nse approach and throw

sound like fun in their very own if rnze \ /ant the 
nryself headlong into tre fmcas. This

cornrnunity magazine. One thing lor business of seemed like the ideal tinB.

sure, he community is uceedingly arch itectu re to
well run. $reets rye cleaed at t

rirst sisn or a snow rarr, tne por[ improve :J::l]['ffi;'nT:ilflT#,]l:
arive no more han three minutes put sidewalks throughout ttre commu-

alter you have called, urd rny kids nity. The process has already hgun via

have known to stop, drop, and roll at the fir$ hint of fire a hsk lorce ol citizens. The opposition has also already

long belore they ever knew how to spell fire engine. hgun even though there is as yet no plan to oppose. I

cann honr hom work the other night to find a llyer stulled

Occasionally, however, Ihe Greal State is plagued by civil through my nuil slot. lt was produced by "rny neighbor-

war. The issues that cause hese great rifts in tre citizenry hood association." I had never heard of the group and I am

are vaied. One of the worst battles erupted over he building still not sure who they rye or hovv you join. Ihe llyu was

ol a much needed soccer field in Bird Park, consi&red by lilled witr inflamnutory rhetoric. "Losing fronbge on your

4. February 1993
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yard. . .green spme will h &s1royed. . . inner crty ur-

ban look. . .hx increase. . . leglly responsible" lumpd

ofl he page at me. I was amused and at the sanre tinr

appalled. Ihirteen year old Betsy is a perlmt example

ol why drildren should h walled ofl kom moving

vehicles. Her vision field sees onty 13 to 18 year old

nBmbers of he opposite sex. Cars, to her, are a way

to 6t to he nnll not a life thrmtening situation if you

happen to walk oul in front of one. The llyer neglected

to nnntion the fmt that it is les han ideal for pedes-

trians and moving vehicles to ocalpy the same path-

way. Ihen there is tre isue ol green space. From the

Ityet you would assunr we were going to transform

our tranquil green comnunity into a sea ol concrete.

Not so. About twothirds ol tre community alrea{

has sidewalks. ln nry neighborhood, average lot size

COLUMNS

hovers between one-fourlh to an occasional generous one-

third of an mre. I would willingly tra& sonre ol nry green

space lor a si&walk. After all nry tranquillity is more dis-

turhd by he PAT bus that rrces down my street at 6.00

every morning than it would by nry neighbors strolling that

mud closer to nry front door

I did learn one thing lrom nry years ol involvement in the

Great State, eleded oflicials mostly listen to he people who

eled them. lt will take no more than 15 minutes of nry time

one evening to let my commissioner know that I think our

community would be better with more si&walks, not les.

Tlroughout the nexl year, we will ask you to do the sanre

thing. Take 15 minutes and call one of your legislators to

inlorm him (or her) of your feelings on a parlicular rssue,

We will let you know who to call, what he issue is, and

what our position is but you need to nnke the call. Legisla-

tors don't care as much about what an official group says as

they do about what the voters say. We need lo be more

effective in our lobbying eflorts il we want the business of

architedure to improve, At this months nnmbership meet-

ing, we will ask lor your input on our longrange plan. lrn

proving our lobbying elfort with your help is lust one part ol

it. lhope you will plan on attending and letting us knor,v

what you think. l'll see you lhen, now I have to get home lo

lhe Great Slale. Apparently, both nry cats are under house

anest lor jaywalking in kont of nry house without their

leashes. fi
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"For the Birds"
A call for subrnissions to the Pittsburgh area,s
first ewer Bird House Cornpetition!

The Piftsburgh Aviary errcourages area architects to design and build unique homes for

our feathered friends to h auctioned as part of the cityb 1gg3 Home and Garden Show.

Altendees willalso vote 0n their favorite bird house in a number of categories.

All proceeds will benefit the Aviary.

Registration deadline is February 12th;

Completed bird houses are due March 6th.

Think futhers!

Think bird mndo!

(Think ol the lun you can have with this!)

For rnore inforrnation call f ill-Ann Sirns, 323-l FLy. . :_ .,. t'
... :ri
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